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nPHE  volume  before  us   is    introduced  by   the   following 
apology — 

,  *  The  prefent  volume  makes  its  appearance  at  leaft  a  month 
later  than  was  intended.  ]jut  as  our  readers  muft  perceive  that  our 
rnformation  is  derived  from  no  comnion  fburces,  it  may  naturally 
be  conceived  that  feme  delay  ma 5'  occur  in  the  collecting  of  that 
information,  and  that,  whatever  may  be  our  aHiduity  in  endeavour- 
ing to  gratify  the  anxious  curiofity  of  the  public  at  this  moment- 
bus  period,  fome  diihppointment  (for  every  delay  is  a  difappoinr- 
ment)  may  cnidG  from  cu'cumlfances  which  v;e  cannot  comm.anJ.* 
p.  iii. 

The  editors  mud  excufe  us,  if  wc  obferve  that  fuch  au 
iapology  was  neither  necefiary,  nor  expected  by  the  public. 
To  colledi:  from  authentic  documents  the  tranfailions  of  the 
year, — to  arrange  them  with  accuracy,  and  exprefs  them  in 
animated  arid  correct  language, — is  a  taHi  which  muH  neceila- 
rily  occupy  feveral  months  ;  and  when  we  reHeCl  that  their  ri- 
Val  editors  have  notyec  brought  forward  their  hiftory  of  17921 
and  have  even  left  the  whole  of  French  alFairs  of  1791  in  airea.'-j 
we  mud  add  that  it  favours  of  a(Te£i:-ition  or  bravado,  to  offer 
an  excufe  for  having  delayed  their  hiftory  of  the  year  1795, 
to  the  beginning  of  Auguft  1796. 

The  volume  is  introduced  (as  ufua!)  by  a  kind  of  critical 
hiilorv  of  fcience  and  literature,  duriu''  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Firft)  which  is  written  in  the  fame  candid  and  moderate 
(lyle  as  the  preceding  parts,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  follov/ing 
(iiort  but  correal  character  of  the  philofophcr  of  Malmfbury— - 
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*  Few  of  the  political  writers  of  this  period  have  attra(5ie{I  mor? 
of  the  notice  of  fucceeding  times,  than  Hobbes.  In  1647,  thi^ 
philofopher  publiflied  "  De  Give,"  a  work  which  he  had  long  had 
in  contemplation,  and  which  was  intended  to  check  therifing  fpirit 
of  democracy,  bv  eftabliilnng  the  claims  of  monarchy,  on  new 
principles  of  philofophy.  In  1650,  he  wrote  "  De  Corpore  Poli- 
tico," and  the  year  following  his  "  Leviathan,"  in  which,  in  efta- 
blifliing  a  fyflem  of  civil  policy,  he  reprsfents  man  as  an  untame- 
able  beaft  of  prey,  and  government  as  the  ftrong  chainby  which  he 
is  to  be  reftraiiied  fr-om  mifchief.  This  work,  though  learned  and 
inoenious,  adduced  fuch  bold  and  paradoxical  opinions,  both  in 
philofophy  and- policy,  that  the  clergy  took  the  alarm,  and  the  au- 
thor was  reprefented  to  be,  in  religion,  inimical  to  revelation,  and 
in  policy,  an  advocate  for  the  caufe  of  tyranny.  That  his  temper 
was  foiired  by  beholding  the  excefles  into  which  the  enthufiafm  of 
liberty  had  betrayed  the  popular  party,  and  his  underftanding 
fhocked  by  the  fanatical  cant  of  the  puritanical  clergy,  is,  we  think, 
evident  from  his  writings.  In  religion,  however,  he  appears  rather 
to  have  been  a  fceptic  than  an  abfolute  unbeliever ;  and  his  politics 
contain  many  found  obfei-vations  on  the  principles  of  government. 
In  comparifon  with  fuch  men  as  Hobbes,  the  pretended  philofo- 
phers  of  France  are  puny  fciolifts,  and  their  Englilh  imitators  below 
contempt.'     p.  xxviii. 

The  mod  Important  department,  however,  of  this  publication 
is  the  hiftorical,  which  confifts  of  ten  chapters  ;  the  firfh  five  of 
which  are  occupied  with  our  domeftic  affairs,  and  exhibit  an 
apparently  faithful  fketchof  the  parliamentary  proceedings  in 
the  feflion  of  1795.  This  part,  however,  we  obferve,  is  lefs 
extended  than  in  the  preceding  volume, — probably  becaufe 
the  arguments  on  the  war,  which  is  the  mofl:  prominent  to-  , 
pic,  were  in  general  anticipated  in  1794.  The  fixth  chapter 
relates  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland;  and  we  find  in  it  the  moil 
accurate  and  impartial  account  we  have  any  where  feen  of 
the  difmiffal  of  earl  Fitzwilliam,  &c.  The  following  obfer- 
vation  appears  new  to  us ;  and  yet  it  carries  with  it  a  ftrong 
internal  conviftion  that  It  is  founded  in  truth — 

'  There  is,  however,  another  caufe  to  which,  upon  the  beft 
authority,  we  are  led  to  imoLite  the  difmifl:il  of  earl  Fitzwilliam; 
and  that  is  a  w  el '-grounded  dread  in  the  minifter,  of  the  riling  influ- 
ence of  Mr.  Grattan,  the  Fonfonby  family,  and  others  of  the  Irifli 
patriots.  Thefe  men,  though  they  have  not,  we  confefs,  a6ted  ia 
alt  refpecfts  coiififtently  with  the  characi:er,'ha've  always  been  attach- 
ed to  Whig  principles :  and  principles  cannot  in  allinftances  undergo 
an  immediate  chacge,  and  be  made  in  every  refpe£l  fubfervient  to 
the  dictates  of  felf-intereft.  They  are  men  too  of  ran-k,  of  confix 
derable  local  influence,  and  of  tranfcendent  talents..     If  therefore 
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ihe  influence  which  is  now  vefted  in  a  family  of  new  men,  who 
are  necefTarily  more  dependent  on  the  Britifli  cabinet,  could  have 
been  transferred  at  once  to  the  Whig  party  of  Ireland,  while  the 
Portland  party  here  remained  connected  with  them,  the  whole  pow- 
er and  intinence  of  that  kinodom  muft  have  vefted  in  the  duke  of 
Portland  and  his  friends ;  and  it  muft  in  fome  meafure  have  coun- 
teradled  that  immenfe  influence  which  Mr.  Pitt  has  acquired  with 
the  monied  intereft  of  England.  This  is  therefore  the  only  chie 
which  will  lead  to  the  developement  of  the  conduct  of  the  Britifti 
cabinet.  We  ftate  it  not  as  a  matter  of  cenfiire  (for  jealoufies  and 
intrigues  will  take  place  in  all  cabinets),  but  as  a  matter  of  hiftori- 
cal  remarki  The  narrative  which  wives  only  a  dull  record  of  events 
to  be  found  in  every  newfpaper,  is  not  a  hiftory  but  a  chronicle. 

'  We  fhall  not  enter  into  any  difcuflTion  concerning  the  probable 
confequences  of  the  catholic  bill,  as  it  is  a  meafure  which  does 
not  appear  likely  to  be  foon  carried  into  effect;  and  the  merits  and 
demerits  of  lord  Fitzwilliam's  adminiftration  are  amply  canvafled  in 
the  fucceeding  debates,  We  confefs  ourfelves  not  among  the  un- 
qualified admirers  of  that  adminiftration ;  yet,  whatever  may  be 
the  feelings  of  thofe  who  reprobate  the  prefent  war, — thofe  afllired- 
iy,  who  are  difpofed  to  approve  it,  ought  not  to  with-hold  com- 
mendation from  earl  Fitzwilliam.  The  union  of  parties  which  he 
effected,  the  cheerfulnefs  with  which  an  impoveriflied  nation  fub- 
niitted  to  immenfe  burdens,  were  certainly  favourable  it)  the  pre- 
fent objefls  of  miniftry.  In  the  words  of  a  writer  who  is  fuppofed 
to  occupy  a  high  ftation  in  the  church,  and  to  be  intimately  con- 
nefted  with  earl  Fitzwilliam,  "  he  made  a  war  in  which  Ireland 
had  no  concern,  fave  as  ftie  was  implicated  with  Great  Britain — a 
war,  doubtful  in  its  caufe,  difgraceful  in  its  confequences,  and  in- 
defenfible  in  its  management — palatable,  or  at  leaft  not  unpopular 
to  the  people  of  Ireland.  His  arrangements  in  corrcffting  the  lavilh 
expenditure  of  the  pubUc  money  were  certainly  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation,  and  his  attention  to  the  diftrefl"ed  pealantry  highly  com- 


mendable.'    p.  I 


b- 


The  remaining  four  chapters  are  chiefly  detoted  to  t]i« 
events  of  the  war,  and  the  flate  of  the  interior  of  France,  in 
which  we  can  eafily  difcover  that  the  alTertion  of  the  editors 
is'  not  over-charged,  *  that  their  information  is  derived  from 
710  common  fources  •,'  but^  on  the  contrary,  that  much  of  it 
muft  have  been  coUecfled  on  the  fpot.  It  cannot  fail  to  be 
acceptable  to  our  readers,  to  be  made  better  acquainted  than 
moft  of  them  probably  are,  with  the  characters  of  the  men 
who  at  prefent  exercifc  the  executive  autliority  in  Fr2i>ce — 

'  The  fufpicion  and  alarm  which  were  awakened  by  the  fatal 
experience  of  the  paft,  joined  to  the  honourable  rchftanee  of  Tiii- 
Waudeau,  baflied  the  defigus  of  thofe  who  had  fought  to  bow  the 
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people  bcncalh  tlie  yoke  of  a  ft'coinl  revolutionary  government ; 
and  they  no  lon;;tT  altemplcd  to  vvith-hold  the  conlVitiition.  Tlic 
prelent  temper  of  the  convention,  however,  entirely  excluded  from 
the  highcft  offices  of  the  ftate  the  men  whom  probably  the  voice 
of  the  people  would  have  rnifcd  to  thofc  dignities.  At  the  fame 
time  the  prevailing  party  in  the  convention  fi.-lt  tliat  to  compofe  tlie 
"whole  executive  directory  of  avowed  terrorifls,  would  excite  fuch 
general  indignation  ns  it  were  well  to  avoid.  A  miildle  path  was 
therefore  choftn.  A  lift  was  formed  of  men  who  were  not  indeed 
difiinguifliecl  as  favourites  of  the  people,  but  moil  of  whom  bore 
charaders  free  from  reproach.  The  party  of  what  was  called  Us 
fiors  la  loi  (the  outlawed  deputies  in  the  time  of  Robefpierre), 
who,  a  few  weeks  before,  would  have  had  the  abfolute  choice  of 
the  executive  power,  could  now  only  raife,  by  a  fort  of  compro- 
mife  with  the  convention,  one  of  their  own  party  to  that  ftation. 
Tills  perfon  was  Reveillere-Lepaux ;  he  was  formerly  a  lawyer  j 
when  called  to  the  legiflature,  he  attached  himfelf  to  the  party 'of 
the  Giroade,  had  the  honour  of  fharing  their  profcription  during 
the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  and  was  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf  xv, 
order  to  preferve  his  life.  Reveillere-Lepaux  is  a  man  of  ftrift  int6- 
s;rity,  and  alfo  a  man  of  letters;  he  has  applied  himfelf  particulariv 
to  the  ftudy  of  botany,  of  which  he  poflefTcs  coufiderable  know- 
ledge. |-Ie  v,as  with  ditficulty  prevailed  upon  by  his  friends  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  direftor,  which  a  weak  ftate  of  health,  as  well 
as  a  taftc  for  ftudy  and  retirement,  led  him  to  decline.  At  length, 
howefer,  he  yielded  to  the  foUcitations  of  thofe  who  felt  that  it 
ivas  important  to  place  at  the  head  of  aifairs  a  perfon  of  his  inte- 
grity ;  but  it  is  faid  that,  already  wearied  of  his  employment,  and 
fuffering  in  his  health,  he  intends  fhortly  to  refign.  Re w bell  was 
born  in  xht  province  of  Alface;  and  his  profeffion  was  alfo  that  of 
a  lawver  ;  he  was  one  of  the  village  attornies  of  whom  Mr.  Burke 
makes  mention,  who  compofed  the  conftituent  affembly,  where  he 
perfo.'med  his  part  with  honour,  and  proved  himfelf  a  friend  to  the 
jiberties  of  his  country.  After  the  conqueft  of  Holland  by  the 
French,  Rewbeli  was  fent  with  Sieves,  to  conclude  a  treaty  witli 
that  country.  Rewbeli  has  always  belonged  to  vvhat  is  called  tfcc 
middle  party,  and  contributed  with  great  ardor  to  the  fall  of  the 
Jacobins,  after  the  27th  of  July.  He  is  a  man  of  plain  good  fcnff, 
and  is  faid  to  kno'A-  well  how  to  take  advantacre  even  oi'  ditlicult 
circumfrancej. 

'  Letourneur  de  la  Manche  was,  before  the  revolution,  an  offi  • 
cer  of  engineers;  he  is  not  diftinfruifljed  for  talents,  and  was  rather 
more  attached  to  the  mountain  thui  the  plain  ;  but  his  conduct  ha>; 
been  unfullied  by  any  of  the  excelfes  cf  the  Jacobin  party.  The 
Abbe  Sieves  is  well  known  as  a  man  of  letters,  a  philofopher,  and 
the  author  of  the  Table  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  drawn  up  by  the 
conftltuent  afTcmbiy.     Kow  a  man  fo  celebrated,  and  fo  intimately 
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connected  with  the  cote,  droit,  efcaped  perfecution  during  the  I'eigu 
of  Robefpierre,  was  a  matrer  of  fvirprize  to  many  ;  and  he  has  been 
■fufpedfed  of  having  piirchafed  liis  peace  with  the  tyrant  by  fomc. 
unworthy  compHances,  By  others  Sieyes  has  been  accufed,  on 
die  contrary,  of  attachment  to  royahrm  ;  he  had  once  a  hrerary 
conteft  on  that  fiibjeft  with  Thomas  Paine,  and  long  fince,  in  his 
Difquiutions  on  Government,  de-clared  that  the  edifice  of  the 
French  conftitution  ought  to  terminate  in  a  pyramid,  or  point ;  by 
which  he  meant  regal  power  ;  an  opinion  that  is  now  frequently 
cited  by  his  adverfaries.  Sieyes  is  gloomy  and  unfocial  in  his  dif- 
pofition,  and  is  faid  to  have  that  clrcumfpection  vvhich  refults  not 
from  timidity  but  from  hypocrify.  Proud  and  imperious  with  the 
vanquifhed,  he  knows  how  to  obferve  that  fort  of  cautious  conduft 
with  the  victorious  party,  which  enables  him  to  abandon  them 
"vvhen  another  party  arifes.  This  forbearance  ccfts  him  much,  be- 
caufe  he  is  naturally  arrogant,  and  impatient  of  contradiction.  He 
ioves  to  involve  his  conduft  in  my  fiery.  He  has  the  art  of  rcling 
weaker  minds,  and  of  making  them  aft  as  he  thinks  proper,  while 
he  remains  hid  behind  the  ftorm  which  he  himfelf  has  laifed. 
Above  all  other  things  he  values  his  fafety  and  his  life;  and  this, 
was  perhaps  his  motive  for  rejefting  his  nomination  to  the  execu- 
tive direftory ;  but  Sieyes,  though  he  '•  does  not  play,"  it  is  well 
known,  "  o'erlooks  the  cards,"  and  has  the  direftion  of  what  is 
called  the  middle  party  of  the  legiflative  body ;  but  as  he  rather 
leans  towards  the  mountain  than  the  plain,  he  propr.fcs,  by  means  of 
thofe  whom  he  direfts,  fince  he  fcarcely  ever  appears  himfelf  at  the 
tribune,  meafiu'es  of  feverity  rather  than  of  clemency,  and  fcheaies 
of  ambition  rather  than  of  moderation,  Barras,  formerly  the  vif- 
count  Barras,  and  iji  the  military  fervice,  a  perfon  of  a  very  or- 
dinary .capacity,  and  better  fitted  for  a  man  of  pleafu.'-e  than  a 
Hatefman,  would  certainly  not  have  obtained  the  flaticn  he  now 
enjoys,  but  for  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  t'le  moment.  He 
had  indeed  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  by  leading  on  the  forces  of  the 
convention  agqinft  the  municipality  of  Paris  on  the  27th  of  July, 
although,  in  the  time  of  Robefpierre,  he  was  fufficiently  renown- 
ed as  a  terrorill:  ;  he  had  alfo  contributed  to  fiipprefs  the  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine  on  the  20th  of  May,  and  had 
been  appointed  by  the  convention  commander  in  chief  on  the  13th. 
of  Vendemiaire,  and  fnbdued  the  feftions  of  Paris. 

'  Such  were  the  men  who  were  felei^ed  by  the  governing  party 
at  that  period  in  the  convention,  to  fill  the  office  of  the  executive, 
direftory.  To  the  names  abovementioned  there  was  indeed  added 
tliat  of  Cambaceres,  a  man  of  Tome  talents,  but  of  more  duphcity, 
and  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tniddle  party.  The  mode  c.i  elec- 
tion eftablilhed  by  the  conflitution  for  the  office  of  the  direftory 
was,  that  each  member  of  the  council  of  five  hundred  fliould  write 
the  names  of  fifty  perfons,  and  after  a  fcrutu)y,  a  liil  oi  thofe  fifty, 
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who,h2d  obtained  the  majority  of  votes,  fhould  be  proclaimed  by  t!ie 
prefidcnt,  and  fent  to  the  council  of  ancients,  who,  from  that  lift;, 
were  to  chufe  five  perfons  for  the  office  of  the  executive  diredory. 
The  prevailing  party  in  the  conncil  of  {ive  hundred,  having  agreed 
upon  fix' perfons  whom  they  chofe  to  appoint  to  the  direftory,  had 
fufficient  addrefs  to  prevail  with  tlie  great  majority  to  infcribe  on 
their  refpet'tive  lifts,  together  with  thofe  fix  well-known  names, 
forty-four  others  which  had  never  till  then  been  mentioned.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  names  of  the  moft  obfcure  perfons,  village -juftices, 
farmers,  and  even  fimple  peafants,  being  placed  with  thofe  of  the 
fix  leaillators,  nothing  was  left  to  the  council  of  ancients  but  an 
infulting  mockery  of  choice,  of  which  they  felt  the  ignommy, 
but  to  which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  they  were  compelled 
to  fubmit ;  and  Revvbell,  La  Reveillere  Lepaux,  Sieves,  Barras, 
and  Letourneur  de  la  Manche,  were  elefted  members  of  the  direc-^ 
tory  ;  Sieves  having  refigned,  the  fame  farce  was  again  afted,  and 
the  names  of  Carnot  and  Cambaceres  were  fent  with  a  frefti  lift  of 
perfons  unknown  to  the  council  of  ancients.  Carnot  was  chofea 
by  a  majority  of  a  few  votes  ;  he  was  an  officer  of  engineers  before 
the  revolution ;  he  is  a  man  of  diftinguiflied  abilities,  and,  pofTelT- 
ing  great  military  knowledge,  is  peculiarly  well  quahfied  to  dire<ft 
the  plans  of  the  campaign.  The  name  of  Carnot  is  indeed  fullied 
with  the  ftain  of  having  been  placed  with  that  of  Robefpierre,  and  the 
other  fanguinary  names  of  the  ancient  committee  of  public  fafety.  of 
v.'hich  he  was  a  member.  But  candour  obliges  us  to  remark  that 
Carnot  and  Robert  Lindet,  who  were  both  members  of  that  exe- 
crable committee,  were  not  confidered  as  men  of  blood.  It  is 
well  known  that  they  took  no  part  in  the  councils  of  Robefpierre, 
but  were  conftantly  and  uniformly  employed  in  their  refpeftive  de^ 
partments, — Lindet  in  regulating  the  affairs  of  fubfiftence,  and 
Carnot  in  arranging  the  plans  of  thofe  memorable  campaigns,  by 
which,  to  ufe  the  language  of  Barrere,  he  organized  viftory.' 
p.  229. 

The  caufe  of  the  failure  of  the  French  In  the  laft  campaign 
is  not,  we  believe,  very  generally  known  in  this  country— 

*  The  army  commanded  by  Jourdan,  after  forcing  the  pofts  oc- 
cupied by  the  Auftrians  on  the  Lahn,  crofted  the  Mein,  and  the 
convention  were  informed  that  Mentz  was  completely  invefted. 
The  Auftrian  army,  though  recovered  from  the  fatigue  and  defeats 
of  the  laft  campaign,  had.  yet  fo  much  the  imprefiion  of  terror  on 
their  minds,  that  the  French  had  hitherto  found  no  great  obftacles 
to  the  achievement  of  the  chief  obje6l  of  their  wiflies, — the  inveft- 
nnent  of  the  fortrefs  of  Mentz.  The  Auftrians  were  retiring  fpirit- 
lefs  and  'IHected,  when  an  accident  decided  the  fate  ©f  this  cam- 
paign in  their  favour.  A  divifion  of  the  army  under  Pichegrn  had 
orders  to  take  pofTeffioa  of  a  poft:  in  order  to  prevent  the  junction 
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cf  Clairfalt's  army  with  Wurmfer,  who  had  been  marching  with  a 
confulerable  force  to  the  relief  of  Manheim,  fuppofing  that  he 
iliould  arrive  in  fufficient  time  to  prevent  the  furrender  of  that  place 
to  the  French.  The  poft  was  taken  without  much  difficulty,  for 
the  Auftrians  retired  on  the  approach  of  the  afTaiiants  ;  but  a  part 
of  the  French  cavalry  having  proceeded  to  pillage,  the  Auflrians, 
v/ho  had  hitherto  afted  on  the  defenfive,  advifed  by  the  peafantry 
■of  this  diforder,  returned  to  the  charge,  and  fiirprized  them.  The 
infantry  for  fome  time  flood  the  fliock,  but  were  at  length  obli^^ed 
to  give  way;  and  the  Auftrians  purfuing  their  firft  fuccefs,  forced 
the  whole  of  the  divifion  to  fall  back  to  Ttlanheim,  and  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  expedition  were  totally  loih 

'  Previous  to  this  reverfe,  the  French  generals  had  difcovered 
that  the  forces  which  they  had  under  their  command  were  not 
fufficient  for  all  the  great  purpofes  they  were  to  accomplifli ;  fince 
it  was  not  only  necellary  to  hold  the  Auftrians  in  check,  or  con- 
tinue to  purfue  them,  but  it  required  a  very  confiderable  force  to 
carry  on  the  fiege  of  Mentz.  The  check  given  by  the  Auftrians 
near  Manheim  decided  the  French  generals  to  abando/i  their  purfuit. 
Jourdan  alfo  found  his  pofition  no  longer  tenable.  A  divifion  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  having  violated  the  neutral  territory  between 
the  Lahn  and  the  Mein,  had  fallen  on  his  rear,  and  taken  a  confi- 
derable part  of  his  artillery.  This  violation  of  the  neutral  territory 
Avas  made  not  only  in  open  defiance  of  exifling  treaties,  but  (it 
is  faid)  with  the  knowledge  and  even  by  the  advice  of  officers  in 
the  Pruffian  fervice.  Prince  Hohenioe  had,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Pruffian  negotiation  with  France,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent its  further  progrefs,  by  the  furprize  of  Kaiferflautern,  where 
the  French  loll  three  thoufand  men.  But  the  Pruffians  makino 
immediate  reparation,  the  negotiations  were  renewed.  This  prince 
was  at  Frankfort  when  the  French  pafled  the  Rhine;  and  it  is  i{- 
ferted  that  he  encouraged  the  attack  of  Clairfait  by  the  information 
he  gave  of  the  weaknefs  and  pofition  of  the  French,  who,  not  fu. 
fpefting  an  attack  from  that  quarter,  had  taken  no  care  to  guard 
againft  furprize.  Jourdan  raifed  the  blockade  of  IMentz,  and  be- 
gan his  retreat.  Clairfait  having  afiembled  the  various  detach- 
inents  on  the  Neckar,  purfued  the  army  of  theSambre  and  Meufe, 
which  had  repafled  the  Mein,  while  Pichegru  again  crofied  the 
Rhine  at  Manheim  to  reinforce  the  army  on  tiie  left,  leaving  a 
Urong  garrilbn  in  this  place.  The  army  under  Jourdan,  purfued 
by  Clairfait,  after  various  fkirmiiffies,  m.ade  good  its  retreat  back 
to  Duifeldorff,  from  whence  it  had  firll  palled  the  Rhine;  but  the 
garrifon  of  Mentz  having  been  ftrongly  reinforced,  two  divifions 
of  the  Auftrian  army  crolTed  the  river  at  different  points,  and  at- 
tacked the  remains  of  the  French,  who  had  been  intrenched  before 
that  place,  and  who  had,  during  fo  many  months,  wafted  their 
itrength  in  vain.  The  Auftrians,  after  an  obitinate  refiftance, 
■   '  B  4  drove 
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drove  them  from  all  their  pofts,  deftroyed  their  works,  and  took 
polTeflion  of  all  the  artillery.'     r.  248. 

The  fele£lion  of  mifcellaneous  matter,  and  the  reviews  of 
foreign  and  domedic  literature  in  this  volume,  are  executed 
vith  the  fame  ability  which  the  editors  have  hitherto  difplay- 
cd  in  ihofe  departments.  The  public  are  informed  in  the 
Preface,  that  the  volume  for  1796  is  already  in  fome  for- 
vardnefs. 


Poems  :  hy  G.  D.  Harky,  of  the  Theatre  PoyaJ^Covent  Garden^ 
%vo.     6i.    Boards.   Martin  wd  Bain.     1 796. 

■^XZE  have  read  this  volume  of  poems  with  much  pleafure. 
^  The  defcriptive  parts  are  very  excellent ;  the  compofi- 
tions  in  general  poflefs  originality,  and  frequently  charm  by 
tendernefs  and  fimplicity.  Mr.  llarley's  chief  error  feems  to 
be  prolixity,  and  the  purfuing  of  a  thought  too  far  ;  befidcs 
which,  he  is  often  incorrecl  in  his  grammatical  conftruQioni 
as — 

'  He  leaves  to  thofe  •voliom  gilded  baubles  prize,  &:c.' 

It  IS  true,  we  are  told  in  the  title-page,  that  the  author 
*  does  not  yet  know  adjective,   conjunction,    or   ablative  \ 
but  w^e  think  a  writer  fhould  inform  himfelf  a  little   on  thefp 
points,  before  he  comes  forward  as  a  candidate  for  literary- 
reputation. 

It  might,  perhaps,  have  been  as  well  if  Mr.  Harley  had 
not  entered  upon  politics,  or  lavifhed  encomium  on  the 
Toulon  conflagration^  as  we  cannot  agree  wuth  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing obfervation — 

'  Nor  boots  it  who  was  right  or  who  vvas  wrong, 
V^'xth  morals  what  has  politics  to  do  ?' 

The  beautiful  poem  which  we  fliall  here  Infert,  though  it 
will  fomewliat  exceed  our  accuflomed  limits,  cannot  fail  to 
convince  every  reader,  that,  in  fpite  of  trivial  defeils,  Mr^ 
Harley  is  a  poet. 

'   LUBIN   AND  HIS  DoG  TraV. 

"  Young  Lubin  was  a  fiiepherd  boy," 

Who  watch'd  a  rigid  mafter"s  flitep, 
And  many  a  night  vvas  heard  to  figh, 
And  many  a  day  was  fecn  to  weep  :  . 

*  lot 
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*  For  not  a  lambkin  e'er  was  loft, 

Or  wether  ftray'd  to  field  remote  j 
But  Lubin  ever  was  to  blame, 
Nor  careful  he,  nor  pcnn'd  his  cote. 

*  Yet  -not  a  truftier  lad  was  known, 

To  climb  the  promontory's  brow; 
Nor  yet  a  tenderer  heart  e'er  beat, 
Befide  the  brook,  in  vale  below. 

*  From  him  fiern  winter's  drifting  fnow, 

Its  pelting  {leet,  or  froft  fevere ; 
Or  fcorching  fummer's  fultry  ray, 
Ne'er  forcM  a  murmur,  or, a  tear. 

*  For  ah  !  the  varying  feafons  had 

To  every  hardfliip  form'd  his  frame; 
Tho'  flill  his  tender  feeling  heart, 

By  nature  nurs'd,  remained  the  fame. 

*  But  whither  fhall  the  orphan  fly 

To  meet  proteftion's  foftering  powei-  ? 
Oppreffion  waits  the  future  day, 
_  When  mifery  marks  the  natal  hour. 

*  An  orphan  lad  poor  Lubin  was, 
No  friend,  no  relative  had  he  ! 

His  happieft  hour  was  dafli'd  with  woe. 
His  mildeft  treatment — tyranny. 

*  It  chanc'd  that  o'er  the  boundlefs  heath 

One  winter's  day  his  flocks  had  fpread  ; 
By  hunger  urg'd  to  feek  the  blade, 
That  lurk'd  beneath  its  fnowy  bed. 

*  And  hous'd  at  eve,  his  fleecy  charge, 

He,  forrowing,  mifb'd  a  favourite  lamb, 
That  flaunn'd  the  long  perfifting  fearch, 
Nor  anfwer'd  to  its  bleatins;  dam. 

*  With  heavy  heart  he  fliap"d  his  way, 
And  told  fo  true,  fo  fad  a  tale, 

That  almoll  picrc'd  the  marble  breafl: 
Of  ruthlefs  Rufus  of  the  vale. 

*  Poor  Lubin  own'd  his  flocks  had  ftrayed, 
Pwn'd  he  had  futfer'd  ihem  to  go  ; 

Yes  ! — he  had  learn 'd  to  pity  them, 
Fpr  often  he  had  hungered  too  : 
*  And  had  he  to  their  pinching  wants, 

The  unnipp'd  neighb'ring  bounds  deny'd  • 

They  fure  had  dropp'd — as  furely  too. 
The  pitying  fliepherd  boy  had  died. 
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«  Then  di©  !-^th'  unfeeling  mafter  faid, 
And  fpurn'd  him  from  his  clofing  doorj 

Which,  til!  he  found  his  favourite  lamb, 
He  vow'd  fliould  ne'er  admit  him  more 

«  Dark  was  the  night,  and  o'er  the  wafte 
The  vvhiftling  winds  did  fiercely  blow, 
And  'gainft  his  poor  unfbelter'd  head, 

With  arrowy  keennefs  came  the  fnow  : 
.«  Tloe  fmall  thick  fnow,  that  Eurus  drives 

*In  freezing  fury  o'er  the  plain, 
And  with  unfparing  vengeance,  fcores 
The  callous  face  of  hardieft  fwain, 

*  Yet  thus  he  left  his  mafter's  houfe, 

And  Ihap'd  his  fad  uncertain  way; 
By  man  unnotic'd  and  forfcok, 

And  follow'd  but  by— trufty  Tray — 

«  Poor  trufly  Tray  !  a  faithful  dog  ;  -^ 

Lubin  and  he  were  young  together  : 
Still  v.'oir'd  they  grace  each  other's  fide, 
Whate'er  the  time,  whate'er  the  weather, 

^  Unlike  tO  worldly  friends  were  they. 

Who  feparate  in  fortune's  blaft — 
They  flill  were  near  when  fair  the  Iky, 
But  nearer  flill  when  overcaft. 

t  When  Lubin's  random  Itep  involv'd 

His  body  'neath  the  drifted  fnow, 
Tray  help'd  him  forth;  and  when  Tray  fellj 

Poor  Lubin  dragg'd  him  from  below. 

*  Thus,  'midft  the  horrors  of  the  night, 

They  enter'd  on  the  houfelefs  heath ; 
Above  their  heads  no  comfort  broke, 

Nor  round  about,  nor  underneath. 
«  No  little  cheering  ftar  they  faw. 

To  light  them  on  their  dreary  way  j 
Nor  yet  the  diflant  twinkling  blaze 

Of  cottage  induflry  faw  they. 

•     *  Nay  e'en  that  moft  officious  guide 

Of  thofe  who  roam  and  thofe  who  mope  ; 
Retiring  Will  o'  th'  Wifp,  refus'd 

To  trim  the  lamp  of  treach'rous  hope. 

*  Nor  parifli  bell  was  heard  to  flrike, 

The  hour  of"  tardy-gaited  night;" 
No  noife — but  winds  and  fcreams  of  thofe 
lil-omen'd  birds  that  Hiun  the  light. 

*  Benumb'd 
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*  Penumb'd  at  length  his  ftifF'ning  joints, 

His  tongue  to  Tray  cou'd  fcarcely  fpeak  j 
His  tears  congeal'd  to  icicles — 

His  hair  hung  clatt'ring  'gainft  his  check. 

*  As  thus  he  felt  his  falt'ring  limbs 

Give  om?n  of  approaching  death, 
Aurora  from  her  eaftern  hill 

RuCi'd  forth,  and  ftaid  his  fleeting  breath ; 

*  And  ihew'd  to  his  imperfect  fight 

The  harmlefs  caufe  of  all  his  woe  ! 
His  little  lambkin,  cold  and  ftiff ! 

Stretch'd  on  its  bed  of  glift'ning  fnow  t 

*  His  heart's  beft  chord  was  yet  in  tune, 

Unfnapp'd  by  cold  feverity  ; 
Touch'd  was  that  chord— his  dim  eye  beam'^d, 
Suffufed   [with]  fenfibility. 

*'  'Tis  juft  !  he  faid,  that  where  thou  Heft, 

The  carelefs  ftiepherd  boy  (hou'd  lie  5 
Thou  died'fl,  poor  fool !  for  want  of  food  | 

I  fall,  fj)r  fufferinir  thee  to  die. 

"  But  oh,  my  mafter  1" — broken — (hort-^ 

Was  ey.ery  half-word  now  he  fpoke- — 
*'  Severe  has  been,  thy  conflant  will, 

And  galling  fure  thy  heavy  yoke. 

'•  But  yet   '  in  all  my  beft,'  have  I 

Without  a  'plaint  my  hardfliips  bore  j 
Rufus  ! — may  all  thy  pangs  be  paft — 

Mafter  I — my  fufFerings  are  no  more  ! 

*'  A  warmer  couch  haft  thou  to  prefs. 

Secure  from  cramping  frofts  thy  feet; 
And  could'ft  thou  boaft  fo  free  a  breaft. 

Thou  yet  might'ft  die  a  death  as  fweet. 

*^  My  trufty  dog — that  wiftful  look 

Is  all  that,  makes  my  poor  heart  heave  ; 
But  hie  thee  home, — proclaim  me  dead, 
.     Forget  to  think — and  ceafe  to  grieve." 

*  So  faying,  flirunk  the  haplefs  youth. 

Beneath  the  chiUing  grafp  of  death  ; 
And,  clafping  poor  Tray's  fhaggy  neck, 
Sigh'd  gently  forth  his  parting  breath ! 

*  His  faithful,  fond,  fagacious  dog, 

Kimg  watchful  o'er  his  mafter's  clay  ; 
And  many  a  moan  the  old  fool  made. 
And  rriariy  a  thing  he  ftrbve  to  fay. 
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*  He  paw'd  him  witli  his  hard-worn  ibot, 

He  lick'd  him  with  his  fcarce  warm  tongue  , 
Hi>  coid  noic  ftrovc  to  catch  his  breath, 
As  to  his  clos'd  lips  dole  it  clung. 

*  But  not  a  fign  of  lurking  life, 

Thro'  all  his  frame  he  found  to  creep ; 
He  knew  not  whit  it  was  to  die, 
But  knew  his  mafter  did  not  fleep. 

'  For  ftill  had  he  his  flumbers  watch'd, 
Through  many  a  long  and  difmal  night ; 

And  rous'd  him  from  his  pallet  hard, 
To  meet  his  toil  e'er  morning  light, 

*  And  well  his  brain  remember'd  yet, 

He  never  patter'd  tow'rds  his  bed  ; 
Or  lodtr'd  his  lono  face  on  his  cheek, 
But  ftraight  he  ftirr'd,  or  rais'd  his  head. 

'  Yes,  he  remember'd,  and  with  tears, 

His  loving  mafter's  kind  replies; 
When  dumbly  he  contriv'd  to  fay, 

"  The  cock  has  crow'd,  my  mafter  rife  !'* 

*  But  now  the  paw,  tne  fcratch,  the  M'hine, 

To  howlings  chang'd,  alone  can  tell 
The  fufFerings  of  inftinftive  love, 

When  fruitlefs  prov'd  its  fimple  fpell, 

*  Great  grief  afTail'd  his  untaught  heart. 

And  quickly  laid  its  viftini  low  !  ■ 

His  mafter's  check,  his  pillow  cold. 

Their  common  bed  the  colder  fnow  1'     p.  13. 

^In  Enquiry  into  the  Foundation  and  Hijlory  of  the  La"v  of  Na-' 
tions  in  Europe^  from  the  1.ime  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans^ 
to  the  Age  of  Grotius.  By  Robert  Ward,  of  the  Inner  Tern- 
■ple^  Efq.  Barrijler  at  Law.  2  J^ols,  %vo.  15;.  Boards. 
Butterworth.     1795- 

^T^HE  law  of  good  walkers  in  the  flreets  of  London  is,  to 
*■  keep  the  wall  when  your  right  hand  is  neareft,  and  to 
give  the  wall  when  your  left  hand  is  neareft  to  it.  Thus  by 
a  fimple  rule  much  confufion  is  faved;  and,  except  when  an 
ignorant  perfon  deviates  from  this  rule,  people  pafs  each 
ether  without  difhculty.  This  cuftom  may  be  called  a  law  ; 
yet,  in  ltri6l  definition,  fome  very  eflentlal  circumij.ances  are 
wanting  to  make  it  a  law.  There  is  no  fupeiior  power  to 
enait  it,  and  the  infringement  of  it  is  not  attended  with 
puniihment.     There  are  many  laws  of  the  fame  kind,  whofe 

♦  obfervance 
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bbfervance  is  evidently  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  rnan- 
kind  ;  yet  many  errors  in  reafoning  upon  them  will  arife,  if 
we  do  not  diflinguirn  accurately  between  the  vague  and  Ilrift 
hieaning  of  words ;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  lubjefl  which 
has  given  rife,  from  want  of  accuracy,  to  more  fuperfluous 
difpute,  than  tliat  which  is  the  bafis  of  the  treatife  befote  us. 
The  law  of  nations  in  Europe  !  Has  any  law  ever  been  im- 
pofed  by  a  fuperior  power  on  the  nations  in  Europe  ?  or  have 
thefe  nations  ever  met  and  fixed  on  certain  laws,  to  which 
they  will  conform  under  certain  penalties  ?  No  fuch  thing. 
There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  law  of  nations  in  Europe.  There 
'  are  certain  cuftoms  prevailing  in  certain  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, which  are  violated  in  their  turns  by  every  one  of  them, 
-according  as  it  fuits  their  convenience :  there  are  only  certain 
agreements  or  treaties  between  friendly  nations;  and  if  they 
difagree,  recourfe  is  had  frequently  to  war,  which  fets  all  rea- 
fon,  honour,  and  jufllce,  at  defiance. 

Yer,  in  all  difputes  between  nations,  each  party  cbje£ts  to  the 
other  fome  breach  of  the  law  of  nations  ;  and  it  is  very  hard  in- 
deed, if  each  cannot  findfome  pretext  from  that  law  tojuftifyits 
condutl:.  Like  the  law  of  faihion,  reputation,  or  honour,  an 
equally  undefined  law,  this  lav/  of  nations  is  capricious  :  and 
-there  is  fcarcely  any  thing  laid  down  to  be  juft  or  unjufi,  ac- 
cording to  this  law,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  does 
not  change  its  name  and  quality.     Thus,  not  long  ago  every 

■  EnglKh  hiilorian  did  not  fail  to  reprobate  the  couducSl:  of 
the  Spaniards  towards  the  natives  of  America  ;  and  the  hunt- 
ing of  them  with  dogs  was  looked  upon  as  a  refinement  iu 
cruelty,  unworthy  of  a  civilifed  nation.  What  will  tlie  En^;- 
liflTi  hiilorlans  now  fay  of  the  Englifn  nation,  which  has  uied 
the  fame  fpecies  of  dogs  againlt  an  Independent  people,  v/Ith 
whom  it  had  entered  into  a  treaty,  and,  on  tlie  conqued  of 
this  people,  exercifes  the  fuppofed  right  of  conqucft  by  tranf- 
porting  them  to  a  diltant  and  remote  country  ?  One  of  the 
principles,  we  fhould  think,  of  the  lav/  of  nations  would  be, 
that  each  nation  {hould  regulate,  at  its  own  difcretion,  its 
own  internal  concerns;  but  tlie  late  confederacies  agiinfc 
France  and  Poland  ihow  in  what  eftimution  fuch  a  principle 
Is  held  by  the  nations  in  Ev«  ope.     The  palf^ge  of  an  ambalTa- 

.  dor  over  a  neutral  territory  mi^ht  be  fuppofed  facrcd  ;  yet 
the  latecondLift  of  Auftria  fhov/s,  that  this  is  not  an  inviolable 

■  principle  of  this  law  of  nations.  The  treatment  of  an  enemy 
■when  taken  prifoner,  was,  in  the  times  of  chivalry,  noble  and 
generous  i  but  now  Fayette  drags  on  his  exigence  in  a  dun- 
geon.    Before  the  enemy  was  attacked,  Rom.e  in  its  belt  dap 

■  made  a  fciemn  declaration  of  war  \  modern  nations  begin  by 
Ceiling  ti.;  defencelefs  Uiips  of  the  Qn^ray  ia  dicir  ovrn  haf- 

baur*. 
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5.     If  wc  were  to  go  on  in  this  manner,  we  fliouM  not, 
:ar,  be  able  to  fpeak  much  in  pralle  of  the  pradicc  of  the 


bours- 

we  fea  . 

natic.is  of  Europe.'  In  their  manifeilos  they  may  appeal  on 

both  fides  to  the  law  of  nations ;  but  the  law  of  the  Itrongell, 

in  general,  fets  afide  every  other  principle. 

If  the  law  of  nations  is  really  of  fo  uncertain  a  nature,  it  19 
to  be  expeded  that  an  author  will  take  fome  time  in  explaining 
what  it  is  :  and  this  is  done,  in  the  work  before  us,  in  many  a 
page  which  might  well  have  been  fpared,  if  the  author  had 
given  himfelf  the  trouble  of  defining  what  he  meant  by  law, 
and  what  by  nations.  As  the  limits,  however,  of  our  work 
will  not  permit  us  to  give  our  readers  the  whole  of  the  chap- 
ter, we  will  prefent  them  with  the  conclufion,  from  which, 
if  they  obtain  any  clear  ideas,  we  confefs  that  they  have  much 
the  advantage  oyer  us —  ^^   ^^^ 

*  Upon  the  whole  then,  the  account  of  the  Iraw of  Nations,  is 
not  greatly  different  from  that  of  the  municipal,  which  by  all  writers 
is  confidered  as  pofitive  law.  For  both  the  one  and  the  other  look 
for  their  principles  to  reafon  ;  for  their  application,  to  regular  in- 
ftitutions ;  and  hence  a  writer  of  the  lall  age  has  faid,  not  impro- 
perly, ihat  the  law  of  nations  holds  the  midway  between  civil  law 
and  the  law  of  nature.  Wlien  however  they  come  to  be  broken, 
the  difference  is  far  more  ferious.  The  breach  of  municipal  law  is 
attended  only  by  the  punifhment  of  the  offender  ;  (the  law  remain- 
ing ftili  in  force,  flrengthened  perhaps  by  the  very  infraftion  :)  the 
breach  of  the  other,  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  refufal  of  thofe' 
who  are  injured  to  comply  with  it  any  longer,  and  the  law  itfelf  is 
totally  deflroyed.'     Vol.  i.   p.  53. 

Having  fettled  what  the  law  of  nations  is,  we  are  treated 
in  the  next  chapter  with  a  long  diflertat:on  on  the  obligation 
of  natural  law,  in  which  we  were  very  glad  to  meet  with  the 
following  palTage,  as  it  faved  us  a  great  deal  of  ftady,  whiche 
we  might  have  otherwife  employed  in  endeavouring  to  analyfe, 
our  author's  fentiments — 

*  Upon  the  whole  then,  if  we  confjder  mankind  as  totally  inde- 
pendent of  the  control  of  civil  inftitutions,  and  deftltute  of  thoftf 
ineftimable  advantages  concerning  the  intentions  and  providence  of 
the  Deity,  which  his  goodnefs  has  revealed  to  us;  it  would  appeaf 
that  the  law  of  nature,  as  far  as  the  particidar  ramifications  of  mo- 
rality are  concerned,  is  hke  the  moral  fenfe  itfelf.  That  is,  eithef 
it  does  not  exifl  at  all,  or  it  is  fo  confounded  with  our  prejudices, 
^nd  habits,  and  peculiar  ideas  of  happinefs ;  and  fo  varioufly  made 
up,  according  to  the  various  calls  of  thought,  and  the  varying  per- 
ceptions of  man,  that  with  refpeft  to  the  obligation  in  the  univcrfe 
to  pui-fue  the  particular  duties  which  it  is  faid  to  enjoin,  nothing 
Certain  can  be  futisfaftorily  hid  down  concerning  it.'  Vol.  i.  p.  90. 

The 


titjlory  of  the  taiu  of  Nations  in  Europe.  i$ 

The  third  chapter  has  for  its  title,  the  Foundation  of  the 
Law  of  Nations ;  and  our  law  of  nations  is  at  once  very  much 
narrowed  at  the  bafe  ;  for  it  now  appears  to  be  *  not  the  law 
of  all  nations,  but  only  of  fuch  fets  or  elafles  of  them  as  are 
tinited  together  by  fimilar  religions,  ?.Tid  fyftems  of  morality.* 
Thus  the  poor  Turk,  who  has  dominions  in  Europe,  and 
once  made  loud  complaints  againft  the  chrlftians  for  certaLp 
violations,  as  he  thotight  them,  of  the  laws  of  honour,  and  of 
nations,  is  driven  out  of  the  pale  of  this  political  church. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  bring  inftances  in  abundance,  to 
fhow  that  the  pretended  law  of  nations  is  not,  nor  ever  has 
been,  the  law  of  the  world  ;  and  the  different  cull'oms  of  dif- 
ferent nations  in  different  ages  of  the  world,  which  form  a 
feries  of  entertaining  anecdotes  through  the  remainder  of  this 
volume, — if  they  add  little  to  the  knov/ledge  intended  to  be 
communicated  by  this  treatife, — may  ferve  to  revive,  in  the 
moments  of  leifure,  the  impreflions  made  during  a  eourfe  of 
hiilorical  reading. 

In  the  fecond  volume  is  given  an  account  of  the  influence 
of  chriftianity,  and  ecclefiaflical  eflaWlfhments, — of  the  influ- 
ence of  chivalry, — of  the  influence  of  treaties  and  conventions, 
—of  the  rank  and  claims  of  the  nations  of  Europe,— and  the  lafi: 
chapter  but  one  gives  the  hiftory  of  the  law,  continued  from  the 
fifteenth  to  thefeventeenth  century.  The  lail  chapter  is  dedicat- 
ed to  the  age  of  Grotius,  whole  treatife  is  naturally  panegyrifed^ 
though  Puffendorf  and  Vattel  come  in  for  their  re fpectiveenco- 


miums. 


'  And  thus  ffavs  our  author)  I  have  done  with  the  account  of  this 
mterefthig  law,  after  having  endeavoured,  pollibly  with  too  great  mi- 
nutenefs  of  attention,  to  trace  its  progrefs  in  Europe  through  ail  its 
various  revolutions-    We  have  {t^w  it,  comparatively  reguTar,  though 
<:ruel,  underthemoralitvofthe  Greeks  andRoirians.  VVehaVe  marked 
its  annihilation  under  the  foUouers  of  Odin,  and  a  barbarous  reli- 
gion :  we  have  beheld  it  reviving  under  the  influence  of  chriilianity  ' 
At  the  fame  time  I  have  attempted  to  point  out  the  effects  of  all 
local  circumfrances  upon  that^  part  of  it  which  is  pofitive  ;  to  trace 
the  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  doctrines  concerning  it,  till  it 
is   to  be  found  refting  at  laft  upon  lure  ground,  under  the  pilotage 
of  the  great  jurifl  of  the  laft  century..    The  vaft  body  of  materials 
which  has  been  brought  together,  has  fpun  out  the  vvork  to  a  length 
iar  beyond  my  expeitation  ;  yet  I  have  purpofely  pall  afide  a  va- 
riety of  interefting  topics,  and  fome  very  noble  queftions.     I  have 
done  this,  as  well  from  the  want  of  leifure  from  other  occupations, 
as  from  the  fear  of  fatiguing  the  reader  ;  nor  am  I  infenfible  how  little 
qualified  in  many  points  1  have  been,  for  the  execution  of  a  v/ork, 
-whofe  fubject  at  ieaft  muft  for  ever  be  of  confequence  to  mankind. 
Yet  am  I  not  totally  without  the  hope,  that  thofe  who  are  fond  of 
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invefligatlng  the  nature  of  their  fpecies  as  it  is  to  be  founcj  in  tnei^ 
a<Sti<Mis,  or  who,  not  content  with  what  is,  arc  willing  to  be  told 
what  was,  and  how  it  came  to  be,  will  not  abfolutely  throw  awav 
tlieir  lime  in  periifing  what  is  now  with  great  diffidence  committed 
to  the  world.'     Vol.  ii.   r.  627. 

Though  the  author  now  and  then  puzzled  uS  with  liis  phi^ 
Infopher  ot  Delft,  and  philbfopher  of  Erenada,  and  he  ap- 
peared to  us  to  be  frequently,  according  to  a  vulgar  faying, 
beating  about  the  bufli, — we  will  rtot  lay  that  our  time  was 
abfoluteiy  thrown  away,  in  perufing  what  is  now  with  fo  great 
diffidence  committed  to  the  world. 


Samonsy  by  George  Hilly  DD.  F.  R.  S.  Ed.  Principal  of  St. 
Marys  College  in  the  Univerfity  of  St.  Jtidrczu,  one  of  the 
Allnijlers  cf  that  City^  and  one  of  his  Alajejly's  Chaplains  in 
ordinary  for  Scotland.  Zvo.  6s.  Boards.  Cadell  and 
Davies.     1796. 

THE  writer  of  thcfe  Sermons  is  a  minifter  of  the  efl:a^ 
bliihed  church  in  Scotland:  and  the  reader  mufh  bear  this 
in  mind,  or  he  wiil  be  in  danger  of  mifapprehending,  in 
many  places,  the  meaning  of  the  term  cllabliilied  churchy 
which  occurs  much  oftener  than  neceflary  ;  and  will  fuppofe^ 
that  certain  inllitutions  were  intended  to  flourllh  undera  bench 
of  bilhops,  inftead  of  a  Scotch  prelbytery.  On  the  other  hand* 
when  the  writer  fpeaks  in  praifes  ol  the  conflitution,  he  cer-* 
tainly  mufl  mean  the  conllitutioii  of  England,  not  that  of 
Scotland;  for  it  would  be  an  infult  to  the  underftaiiding,  to 
fuppoie  that  he  could  allude  to  the  flate  of  the  reprefentatiou 
of  Scotland,  when  he  talks  in  the  following  manner — 

'  This  is  the  end  of  government :  the  meafure  in  which  thig 
end  is  attained,  forms  the  Itandard  by  which  the  excellence  of  every 
governnient  ought  to  be  tried ;  and  we  are  happy  as  a  nation,  be- 
caufe  this  end  is  completely  attained  under  that  conflitution,  to 
wliich  the  favour  of  heaven  hath  conduced  us.  The  fecurity  of 
cur  rights  does  not  depend  ujion  the  caprice  of  any  of  the  fons  of 
men.  Our  perfons  and  our  good  name  are  proteded  by  laws 
which  have  been  enacted  with  wildom,  and  which  are  interpreted 
and  executed  with  impart-aiity.  Our  property  is  feeure  againft  the 
violence  of  our  neighbour;  and  it  is  not  extorted  for  the  public 
fervice  by  any  arbitrary  mandate.,  but  is  collected  in  the  manner 
fixed  by  thofe  who  are  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who  are 
bound  by  every  tie  to  consult  the  interefts  of  the  people,  and  who 
bear  their  own  fliare  of  every  burden.'     p.  402. 

In   a  feries   of    difcourfes  addreffed  to    the    members  of 
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t!hnft's  kingdom,  (for  the  Scotch  church  pretends  to  look  up 
to  Chrift  as  their  head)  we  cannot  fee  the  propriety  of  alluding 
fo  much  to  politics,  and  particularly  to  talk  of  impartial  juf- 
tice,  Avhen  late  occurrences  have  occafioned,  on  this  iide  of 
the  Tweed,  fome  very  fevere  animadverfions  on  the  fyflem, 
both  in  theory  and  praflice,  of  their  jurifprudence. 

We  did  not  know  before  that  Edinburgh  was  fo  defirienttn 
its  accommodations  for  the  religious  inftrutl:ion  and  worlhip 
of  the  poor  :  but,  by  this  author's  account,  there  feems  to  be  a 
confiderable  defect  in  their  police  or  their  prefbyteries — - 

'  When,  amidft  the  other  improvements  of  this  great  and  flou- 
riflung  city,  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  management  of  its 
n [fairs,  fliall  find  leifure  to  ereft  churches,  in  which  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  citizens  may  procure  convenient  accommodation  at  a 
rate  fuitcd  to  their  circumftances,  all  the  gracious  and  wife  purppfes 
of  the  day  which  was  made  for  man,  will  be  here  attained  with 
regard  to  tlie  poor.  While  they  are  furniflied  by  this  fociety,  or  by 
other  perfons  aftuated  by  the  I.ke  benevolent  fpirit,  with  the  means 
of  making  this  day  of  reft  a  day.  of  recollection,  they  will  hear  the 
form  of  found  words,  and  that  do6trine  which  is  according  to  god- 
linefs,,  from  men  who  minifter  by  the  authority  and  under  the  in- 
fpection  of  this  eftablilhed  church.  They  will  not  only  be  put  in 
remembrance  of  thofe  things  which,  from  private  inllruition,  they 
know  and  believe,  but  they  will  receive,  in  the  mod  effectual  and 
impreffive  manner,  thofe  leiTons  of  peace,  of  honefty,  of  good  or- 
der, and  of  every  domeftic  duty,  which  form  one  great  branch  of 
our  public  difcourfes ;  and  by  all  who  fliall  obfcrve  its  falutary  in- 
fluence upon  their  conduft,  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  will  be 
efteemed  both  the  wifdom  of  God  to  the  lalvation  of  the  indivi- 
doal,  and  a  bleffmg  to  the  community.'     p.  392. 

We  recommend  our  preacher  to  read  with  attention  the 
general  letter  of  James,  particularly  the  part  in  which  he  re- 
proves the  Chriftians  of  his  days,  for  paying  a  much  greater 
degree  of  attention  to  a  well-drefled  than  to  a  poor  brother} 
and  then,  perhaps,  he  may  be  able  to  convince  his  prefbyteries, 
that  one  of  the  great  faults  among  Chriftians  is  the  dillinc- 
tlon  which  they  make  in  their  affemblies  between  the  rich  and 
the  poor, — a  diftin<Stion  not  only  not  authorifed  by,  but  totally 
contrary  to,  the  temper  and  precepts  of  the  gofpel. 

In  the  firft  fermon  from  the  words  in  2  Pet.  i.  12,  the  firft 
head  of  the  difcourfe  informs  us  that— 

*  The  words  of  the  apoflle  fuggeft,  in  the  firfl  place,  that  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  will  contain  any 
thing  that  is  new  to  the  hearers.'     v.  3. 

Now  we  can  fee  nothing  in  the  apoflle's  language  which 
Cb.1t.  Rev,  Vol.  XVIII.  Sept.  1796,  C  can 
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can  pofTibly  fugged  fuch  an  idea;  and  the  preacher  feems  to  havef 
taken  up  this  notion  from  a  miftake,  not  uncommon,  of  the 
meaning  of  the  words  *  preaching  the  gofpel.'     Thus  in  Lon- 
don we  have  a  denomination  of  minillers  of  the  church  of 
England,  iguorantly  called  by  their  followers  (for  we  fhould 
hope  that  none  of  the  clergy  could  fandlion  the  epithet)  goP 
pel  preachers :  and  thcfc  miniftcrs  arc  fuppofed  to  preach  the 
evcrlajVing  gofpel,  in  oppofition  to  others,  whofe  fermons  do 
not  contain  the  fame  undion,  but  explain  the  good  tidings  of 
our  Saviour  with  greater  propriety.     The  miftake  confifts  in 
this,  that  the  words  *  preach  tiie  gofpel'  have  an  appropriate 
meaning,  namely,  to  proclaim  good  tidings  or  good  news  to 
perfons  who  have  not  heard  them  ;    and  confequently   the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  does  always  contain  fomething  new  to 
the  hearers.     The  apoftle,  in  writing  his  letter,  had  not  need 
to  proclaim  anew  thefe  tidings :  the  thing  was  done  ;  it  was 
his  part  only  to  keep  them  in  remembrance  of  the  duties 
confequent  upon  hearing  thefe  tidings.     The  term  now  ufed, 
'gofpel  preacher,'  is  particularly  improper  j  for  there  is  no  need 
of  preaching  the  gofpel  to  a  Chriftian   church  :  the  members 
are  fuppofed  to  have  heard  and  received  the  gofpel ;  but  the 
explanation  of  the  fcripture,  and  the  dotlrines  of  our  Saviour 
and  his  apoftles,  muft  always  form  an  eflential  part  of  the 
fervice   of     a   Chriftian   community.       Again,     the    gofpel 
preachers  among  us  are  diftinguiflied  by  an  epithet  fingularly 
ill  applied  :  for  a  gofpel  preacher  is  a  meflenger  of  good  tid- 
ings ;  but  thefe  falfely- called  gofpel  preachers  are  diftingulfh- 
ed  chiefly  by  the  very  bad  report  they  make  to  their  audience  ; 
and  inftead  of  good  news  and   confolation,  their  difcourfes 
run  chiefly  upon  hell,  the  devil,  and  eternal  mifery. 

In  the  two  other  heads,  equal  precifion  is  wanting,  and  con- 
fequently we  are  not  furprifed  at  being  told,  that— 

'  If  wr  keep  in  view  the  great  end  of  preaching,  we  will  feldom 
choofe  to  introduce  into  our  difcourfes  from  the  pulpit,  the  various 
controverfies  which  have  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  Chriftian. 
world.'     p.  9. 

In  the  next  page,  our  author  gives  a  curious  reafon  for 
avoiding  controverfies  in  the  pulpit — 

»  Our  church,  by  the  ftandards  which  flie  requires  her  minifters 
fc  fubfcribe,  hath  wifely  provided  for  the  uniformity  of  teaching, 
and  for  the  peace  of  your  minds.  Thefe  ftandards  contain  the 
prefent  truth,  in  which  you  have  been  educated,  in  which  we  truft 
you  areeftabliftied,  from  which  we  wifli  not  to  depart,  and  within 
the  limits  of  which  are  contained  numberlefs  fubjefts  ol  ufeful 
preaching.'     p.   11. 
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The  articles  of  the  Scotch  church  contain  a  fummary  of 
the  controverfies  which  had  prevailed  for  many  hundred 
years  j  and  as  it  is  of  importance  that  the  miniiiers  Ihould 
believe  in  this  fummary,  it  fhould  feem  that  their  hearers 
aifo  had  an  intereft  in  them,  and  confequently  (hould  fome- 
times  be  made  acquainted  with  the  arguments  on  which  the 
article  was  founded.  It  is  certain  alfo  that  Paul,  a  very  di- 
ftinguifhed  preacher,  did  not  think  controverfy  of  fo  little  con- 
fequence  ;  for  we  read  of  the  frequent  difputes  which  he  had 
with  great  men,  both  in  and  out  cf  the  church. 

We  will,  however,  do  our  author  the  juftice  to  fay,  that 
his  preaching  is  confined  entirely  within  the  limits  fet  down  in 
his  firft  difcourfe.  He  troubles  his  hearers  with  neither  no- 
velty nor  controverfy.  The  records,  of  the  church  are  not 
difturbed,  nor  are  any  difncult  paflages  in  fcripture  elucidat- 
ed. Each  fermon  moves  on  the  harmiefs  tenor  of  its  way, 
and,  except  the  continued  miftake  oi  Jhall  iox  tvill,  and  zvilL 
iox  Jhall,  feldom  fuggelts  any  thing  to  arreft  the  attention  of 
the  fcholar,  the  man  of  tafte,  or  the  divine. 


The  Influence  of  Local  Attachment  with   rcfpe5i    to    Home^  a 
Foem.     %vo.     2s.  bd.  Boards.     Johnfon.      1796. 

'T^HERE  Is  no  fpecles  of  poetry  which  has  fo  much  en- 
-*•  larged  the  bounds  of  the  art,  as  the  didaflic.  Through 
Its  medium,  fubjeds  the  moft  abllrufe  and  metaphyseal  are 
prefented  to  the  mind,  adorned  with  the  charms  of  fplendid 
di£lion ;  and  the  pleafure  we  take  in  the  ornaments  of  ftyle, 
is,  on  the  other  hand,  heightened  by  the  interell  we  feel  in 
the  difplay  of  important  facts,  or  the  artful  arrangement  of 
elaborate  fyftem.  The  Local  Attachmcnty  founded  on  the 
great  law  of  aflbciation,  feem.s  to  be  not  unhappily  chofen  for 
a  poem  of  this  kind, — either  from  the  Importance  of  the  prin- 
ciple, or  the  pleafing  illuftrations  of  which  it  is  fufceptible. 
In  no  country  can  the  fubje6l  be  more  interefting,  as  the  very 
term  of  home  is  peculiarly  Englifh  •,  the  Engliihman,  from  his 
retired  and  domeftic  difpofition,  requiring  more,  perhaps,  than 
the  inhabitant  of  mod  other  countries,  the  comforts  fuggefted 
by  the  term,  and  which  are  but  aukwardly  and  imperfeftly 
fuggelted  by  the  mon  che%  tnciy  which  our  neighbours  have 
lately  adopted  through  pure  neceffity.  Nor  do  we  hesitate  to 
pronounce  that  the  poem  is  executed  In  I'uch  a  manner,  as  to 
do  credit  to  the  author,  and  give  pleafure  to  his  readers.  The 
verfe  is  always  elegant,  often  brilliant  ;  a  great  deal  of  pleaf- 
ing defcriptive  poetry  is  happily  introduceci  in  the  various  11- 
Tuitration's  which  prtfent  themfelves  ',  tlis  ftanza  is  well  ma- 
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iiaged,  and  free  from  that  monotony,  which  in  feeble  hartife 
it  is  apt  to  fink  into  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  we  look  upon  the 
author,  whofe  modefty  has  forbiden  him  to  favour  the  pubhc 
with  his  name,  as  a  refpeftable  acceflion  to  the  prelent  gene- 
ration of  poets.  Before,  however,  we  indulge  our  readers 
with  a  fpecimen,  we  mufh  mention  a  few  things  per  contra. 
— Pleafing  as  the  fubjeft  is,  it  is  more  fuiceptible  of  illuftra- 
tion  than  plan  :  the  principle  of  affociation  has  been  fo  often 
unfolded,  that  little  remains  to  be  faid  on  the  philofophicai 
part  of  the  fubje£t  j  and  the  heads  or  divifions  have  often  an 
air  of  formality  and  drynefs ;  as,  where  the  local  attachment 
is  noticed  as  difplayed,  o:i  the  fpot  %vhere  it  originates,  during 
ab fence  from  that  fpot,  and  on  return  to  that  fpot  after  ab fence. 
To  relieve  this  meagrenefs  of  plan,  as  ufual  in  didaftic 
poems,  a  ftory  is  introduced,  and  as  ufual  alfo,  it  is  an  extra- 
neous and  rather  a  heavy  addition  to  the  poem.  Nor  can  we 
fubfcribe  to  the  fentiment  the  ftory  is  meant  to  illuftrate  ;  for 
It  is  not  agreeable  to  fa6t,  that  the  horror  of  fo  deep  a  cata- 
ftrophe  fhould  endear  the  fpot  where  it  happened,  to  the  fur-' 
viving  fufFerer  ;  and  we  find,  that,  in  real  life,  perfons  who  are 
very  fufceptible  of  impreffions  from  the  imagination,  are  more 
apt  to  quit  an  abode  where  a  great  lofs  has  been  fuftained, 
than  tO' grow  attached  to  it.  The  remembrance  of  deep  anguifh, 
though  pall,  we  love  not  to  dwell  upon.  Another  circumilance 
which  we  cannot  but  notice,  is,  that  the  authoi-,  led  indeed  by 
the  nature  of  his  fubjedt,  treads  too  nearly  in  the  track  of  an- 
other beautiful  poem,  which  is  prefent  to  the  minds  of  mofl 
of  our  readers  ;  and  in  the  notes,  he  has  taken,  even  verba- 
tim, from  thofe  on  the  Plcajures  of  Afrmory.  It  may  be  faid, 
indeed,  that  thefe  illuftrations  were  drawn  from  common 
fources  :  but  it  is  impoflible,  nevcrthelefs,  not  to  believe  that 
one  was  the  original  to  the  other.  The  beauty  of  the  follow- 
ing fpecimen  will  fulHciently  juitify  our  opinion  of  the  au- 
thor's abilities — 

*■  Yes  !   o'er  his  acres  the  ?rcen  b;irlev-blade 
He  values  more  than  fields  of  ciiifterin;-^  rice  j 

And  rather  fliapes  his  way  thro'  plafny  glade 
Where  crackles,  at  each  Itep,  the  ftieeted  ice, 
Than  mid  gay  groves  of  caliia,  that  entice 

The  foul  to  pleafure,  far  diffuli^g  brim  : 

I'o  him  more  dear  the  oak-crown'd  precipice, 

Than  the  deep  verdure  of  dare-creftfd  pnlm, 

Where  all  is  lap'd  in  eafe,  one  languor-bieathing  calm. 

'  To  him  more  fueet  thro'  aflicn  woods  to  rove. 
As  eddying  winds  the  foliage  round  him  whirl, 

Than. 
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Than  cull  the  blolToms  of  an  orange-grove 

Skirted  by  rofe-tree  bowers,  where  rivulets  purl 
Mid  bafil  tufts,  and  odoro.us  breezes  curl 

The  ftream  befprent  with  many  a  filver  lote  ; 
While,  on  the  fmooth  canal,  light  {hips  unfurl 

Their  fportive  fails,  and  gentJy  as  tliey  float, 

FJjitter  the  billing  doves,  and  croud  the  neighbouring  core. 

*  While  the  gay-gilded  mofque  fliineiJ,  •hajf-conceal'd 

By  tamarinds  and  the  broad-leav'd  fycamore, 
And,  as  beneath  their  trembling  verdure  veil'd, 

Airs,  Eden-born,  delicious  incenfe  pour 

"Softening  the  fervours  of  the  fummer-hour  ! 
While  rich  pomegranates  bid  their  cooling  feeds 

Tjo  the  parchd  paJate  a  ke£n  {tvsit  reftore. 
And,  round  each  whifperingiflet  .of  cane  reeds, 
Its  melon's  grateful  pulp  the  tepid  water  feeds. 

*  Not  ivory  palaces,  their  roofs  inlaid 

With  mailv  p-old,  where  thrones  of  coral  glow 
Sturr'd  with  the  gems  of  Ormuz ;  not  the  fliade 

Ambrofial,  waving  its  peach-flowers  that  blow 

To  pearly  grapes,  and  kifs  the  turf  below, 
The  genuine  fon  of  Albion  could  induce 

IJis  dairyvmeads,  his  fallows  to  forego  : 
Not  all  the  fruits,  that  bloom  o'er  every  fluice. 
Would,  in  his  mind,  outvie  the  redltreak's  vermeil  juice. 

*  Nor,  if  to  innocence  a  gentle  fmile 

Peam,  placid  as  the  May's  mild  mornicg-break  ; 
If,  .u'ith  a  modeft  blufli,  .to  mark  our  ifle. 

Mantle  to  veins  of  a^ure  the  fair  cheek ; 

Are  not  the  charms  of  foreign  beauty  weak, 
Beauty,  that  wantons  with  vohiptuous  air  ? 

Can  jetty  ringlets  that  adorn  the  neck, 
Sleek  as  thev  gliflen  to  the  funny  olare, 
lU.val,  O  Albion's  dames,  your  amber-brightening  hair? 

*  Y'ZX.  jiieaHire  views,  and  trembles  at  the  gaze, 

Tl^cfe  gIniTv  trefles  their  luxuriance  fpread 
To  rofeate  efli^nces ;  the  diamond-blaze 

Of  many  a  crefcent  on  the  turban'd  head, 

Or  the  pearl-Iuftre  as  by  rainbows  fed  ; 
The  full  dark  eye  ;  the  panting  of  the  breaft 

Thro'  gauze  that  feems  to  kindle;  limbs  that  flied 
Purpureal  light  by  filken  folds  careft, 
An,d  the  rich  zone  that  checks  the  thin  tranfparent  vefl. 

*  See,  as  the  rofe-lipt  Alm6  weave  the  dance. 

To  inching  airs  they  move,  in  amorous  play  ; 

C  3  Or, 
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Or,  arch  with  nods  and  wreathed  fmiles,  they  glance 
Then-  nimble  feet  to  frolic  meafures  gay  : 
The  cymbal's  notes  to  love  new  warmth  convey  : 

The  burning  aloe  breathes  its  fragr;ince  round. 
O'er  all  the  light  faloon  with  fparkUng  ray 

The  diamond  trembles  to  the  dancer's  bound, 

While  with  fantaftic  mirth  the  dizzy  roofs  refotind. 

*  See  glowing  virgins  lave  the  poliflit  limb, 

What  time  they  bid  the  muflcy  bath  exhale 
Its  beaming  odours,  and  along  the  brim 

The  dalliance  of  the  loves  lafcivious  hail: 

Or,  when  the  clear  night  wafts  her  cooling  gale, 
See  their  fine  forms,  ,as  eve's  lafl  colours  die. 

Slow  on  the  flower-embroider'd  terrace  fail; 
"^  While,  glittering  thro'  its  whole  expanfe,  the  fty 

With  its  deep  azure  fhade  relieves  the  wearied  eye. 

*  Yes  ! — Home  flill  charms  :   and  he,  who,  clad  in  fur, 

His  rapid  rein-deer  drives  o'er  plains  of  fnow, 
Would  rather  to  the  fame  wild  trails  recur 

That  various  life  had  mark'd  with  joy  or  woe, 

Than  wander,  where  the  fpicy  breezes  blow 
To  kifs  the  hyacinths  of  Azza's  hair ■ 

Rather,  than  where  luxuriant  fummers  glow, 
To  the  white  modes  of  his  hills  repair 
And  bid  his  antler-train  the  fimple  banquet  (hare. , 

*  All  love  their  native  fpot ;  whether  befide 

Their  ice-rib'd  mountains  thro'  a  wafte  of  night, 
They  catch  the  froft-gales  from  the  ftormy  tide, 

And  fliiver  to  the  boreal  flaflies  bright ; 

Or,  if  the  fun  vouchfafe  a  noonday  light, 
Hail,  from  the  crags,  his  faint-refiefted  beams. 

And  Aide,  o'er  mouldering  bridge,  from  height  to  height, 
Where  pine,  or  ebony,  or  benrecd  gleams, 
To  float  their  huge-hewn  planks,  along  the  gulphy  ftreams ; 

*  Or,  whether  blinded  by  the  folar  glare 
The  m-oon-ey'd  Indian  amid  poifon'd  dewS 

Tainting  the  breeze,  to  balfam  groves  repair, 
And  fleep,  tho'  venom  many  a  plant  diffufe  : 
Or  whether  he  who  journeys  o'er  Peru's 

Re-echoing  caverns,  heap  his  ore,  to  pave 
The  ftreets  with  ingots,  oft  as  he  purfues 

His  burthen'd  beaft,  to  where  the  boiling  wave 

Once  fwallow'd  Lima's  walls,  a  univerfal  crave. 

*  E'en  now,  where  rages  red  Vefuvio's  flame, 

Scarce  fi'om  the  fluid  rocks  his  offspring  fly  ; 

Tho' 


Harivood*s  Comparative  Anatomy,  ^c,  23 

Tho'  cities,  ftrovvn  around,  of  ancient  name, 
The  monuments  of  former  vengeance  lie. 
And  we  have  mark'd  the  indiflbluhle  tie 

By  which  a  myriad  down  the  yawning  gloom 
Defcended  erft,  as  Etna  fir'd  the  ficy 

By  which  a. myriad  that  efcap'd  the  doom, 

Cling  to   the  fulphur'd  fpot,  and  clafp    their  comrade's 
tomb.'     p.  17. 


A  SyJJcm  of  Comparative  Anatomy  and  Phyjiohgv.  By  B.  Har- 
^vood,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  S.  J.  Profefcr  of  Anatomy 
in  the  Un'wcrjjty  of  Cambridge^  &c.  Fajcic  I.  ^io.  B. 
and  J.  White.     1796. 

TT 7E  have  waited  with  much  Impatience  for  a  work  which 
^ '  has  already  excited  the  curiofity  of  fcientiiic  men. 
The  univerfity  of  Cambridge  have  afforded  every  liberal  en- 
couragement to  their  profeiror  of  anatomy  in  the  profccu- 
tion  of  his  refearches ;  and  a  fpecimen  of  the  refult  is  before 
us.  The  firit  number,  called  by  the  author  a  Fafciculus,  is 
compofed  of  feventy-two  pages  of  quarto  letter  prefs,  nine- 
teen of  which  are  explanations  of  the  plates;  thefe  laft  are 
executed  by  Heath,  and  taken  from  apparently  accurate  draw- 
ings. 

.  The  Preface  and  Dedication  are  deferred  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work,  which  is  to  be  compvifed  in  ten  numbers, 
making  two  volumes.  The  Fafciculus  which  we  are  about 
to  review,  is  divided  into  fourteen  fetStions,  forming  a  part  of 
the  firft  chapter,  which  is  '  on  the  Brain,  and  Organs  of 
Senfe.'  The  firft  fection  is  the  Introduftion,  in  which  we 
do  not  meet  with  much  novelty  of  thought,  and  lefs  perfpi- 
cuity  of  arrangement.  An  unfortunate  metaphyfical  obfcu- 
rity  accompanies  the  firft  few  paflages  ;  which,  however, 
gradually  cleared  up  as  we  proceeded  :  but  our  hopes  of  in-  . 
formation  v/ere  confiderably  damped,  when  we  read,  on  the 
fubje<5l  of  the  phyfiology  of  the  brain — 

*  Abandoning  the  vain  attempt,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  fome 
refource  is  left  to  us  in  comoarative  anatomv  ;  and  indeed  at  firft 
view  it  fee^ns  not  at  all  improbable,  that  in  different  animals  there 
Ihould  be  fome  marked  peculiarities  in  the  flru(fture  of  the  brain, 
correfponding  with  their  ditferent  habits  and  fagacitits.  Whatever 
our  hopes  or  wiflies  may  be  ;  from  this  fource  little  if  any  thing  has 
hitherto  been  derived ;  nor  have  I  advanced  3  fmgie  ftep  beyond 
my  predccelTors.'     p.  3. 

C4  ,    This 
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TKv:,  ftatement  is,  at  leaft,  mocleft  fpoken  of  himfelf ;  and 
a  due  tribute  of  praife  is  paid  to  the  labours  of  Hunter,  Cam- 
per, and  Monro.  The  fecond  feclion  is  on  the  brain  parti- 
cularly. 1  he  profefTorhere  arrives  at  a  point  wherein  his  own 
knowledge  and  experience  is  put  to  the  teft ;  and  we  are  forry 
to  find  reafons  for  fufpefting  that  he  has  not  been  much  in 
the  habit  of  practical  anatomy.  He  affirms  that  leeches, 
earth-worms,  &c.  have  no  brain  ;  in  each,  however,  he  may 
difcover  a  central  mats  of  medullary  fubilance  In  which  all  the 
nervous  filaments  mset.  Neither  is  the  obfervation  *  that 
man  ponTeiles  a  much  greater  proportion  of  brain  than  any 
other  animal,'  a  juft  one.  Many  ("mail  animals,  fuch  as  mice 
and  fmall  birds,  are  evidences  of  the  contrary. 

The  plates  of  Vicq.  d'Azir  are  referred  to ;  and  Monro, 
Ilsller,  Malpighi,  and  Willis,  are  quoted.  We  do  not  meet 
With  any  chemical  analyfis  of  the  matter  of  brain,  which  we 
think  a  blamable  omiiTion.  The  third  fedion  commences 
the  hillory  of  the  Olfadory  Nerves  ;  and  it  is  purfued  through 
the  remainder  of  the  Fnfciculus,— beginning  with  the  Human 
Nofe,  and  pafling  onward  to  the  Herbivorous  Quadruped, — 
the  Carnivorous  Quadruped,  — the  Olfactory  Organs  of  Birds, 
— cf  Filhes,  and  of  Amphibia.  We  then  return  to  compare 
thefe  feverally  with  the  fame  organ  in  man,  and  conclude 
with  a  phyfiological  view  of  theUfesof  the  Senfe  of  Smelling 
among  Animals.  The  plates  are  fifteen  in  number,  exhibiting 
views  of  the  organs  of  fmelling  in  fome  tribes  of  animals,  but 
principally  of  the  various  arrangements  and  texture  of  bones  in 
the  cavities  of  the  nofe,  as  whether  they  are  laminated  or  tur- 
binated, whether  with  foramina  or  without;  and  upon  the(^ 
data  our  author  decides  his  phyfiology  in  feveral  clafles  of  ani- 
mals.— We  think  fuch  grounds  are  infinitely  too  flight:  and 
in  many  cafes  the  correctnefs  of  the  authors  quoted  is  difput- 
able.  But  left  the  reader  {hoiild  fuppofe  that  we  are  biaffed  in 
our  criticifm  by  a  fondnefs  for  fevere  animadverfion,  rather 
than  a  love  of  juftice,  we  will  lay  before  him  a  few  indif- 
criminate  quotations,  in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to  rate  the 
profeflbr's  abilities  for  himfelf— 

*  Ths  mode  of  conneaion  between  foul  and  body,  and  the 
agency  of  matter  on  fpirit  in  the  produaion  of  thought,  are  in- 
volved in  impenetrable  obfcurity.  Curiofity  is  eager" to  difcover 
by  what  mechanifin,  diftina,  and  even  oppofite  natnres,  can  be 
united  in  the  fame  creature;  whilft  a  principle  far  more  laudable, 
the  defire  of  ufeful  information,  impels  us  to  purhie  the  enquirv. 
If  in  mattery  of  infciwx. importance,  thefe  motives  be  alniofl  iiTe- 
fiftible,  can  we  wonder  that  men  of  diftinguiflied  ability,  in  every 
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age,  have  devoted  fo  much  time  and  thought  to  the  invefligation 
of  the  brain  ;  that  wonderful  and  anomalous  organ,  placed  oh  the 
doubtful  confines  of  the  material  and  fpirilual  worlds?'     p.  i. 

*  The  fenfe  of  fmelling  is  lefs  acute  In  man,  than  in  any  animal 
of  the  fame  clafs.  His  noftril  is  relatively  fmall,  and  the  coHchi- 
form  bones'are  not  calculated  to  extend  the  fenfitive  furface,  in  any- 
great  degree.  If,  to  remedy  the  dcfcft,  we  fuppofe  the  fize  of  the 
organ  to  be  increafed  ;  and  larger  or  more  complex  olfaftory  bones 
to  be  fubftituted,  much  inconvenience  would  refult  from  the  change. 
All  the  advantages  which  are  derived  from  the  fpherical  form  of  the 
head  mult  be  forfeited,  to  fav  nothing  of  the  incalculable  mifchief, 
that  would  be  fuftained  by  the  vocal  organs.  Again,  if  the  nerve 
itfelf  were  endowed  with  a  greater  degree  of  fenfibility,  man  would 
be  fubjed  to  n^any  evii.s  from  which  he  is  now  exempt,  and  re- 
ceive no  acceffioa  of  inilin<5bive  power,  for  which  experience  and 
reafon  do  not  fupply  an  equivalent. 

'  We  conclude,  therefore,  that  this  fenfe  is  lefs  acute  in  man,  in 
confequence  of  the  ftrutture  of  the  parts  ;  that  is,  by  the  willot  the 
Creator.  Extreme  UibtiJty  of  fmell  is  elTential  neither  to  our  fub- 
fiftence,  nor  comfort,  and  has  therefore  yielded  to  coniiderations  of 
greater  importance.'     p.  34. 

To  bring  our  critique  to  a  clofe,  we  think  that  the  profef- 
for  of  Cambridge  deferves  much  commendation  for  this  at- 
tempt at  a  work  capable  of  being  extended  to  fo  many  ufeful 
purpofes  among  men.  We  have  judged  freely  of  this  part  of 
his  performance,  and  have  committed  ourfelves  unrefervedly 
to  the  candid  inquirer.  We  had  really  anticipated  more  new 
facls  and  obfervations  in  this  almoft  unexplored  field  of  in- 
quiry than  we  have  here  met  with.  Neither  the  praftical  la- 
bours of  the  author,  nor  his  reading,  have  been  fo  extennve 
as  we  were  led  to  expe£l.  He  has  fele6led  a  variety  of  inter- 
efting  and  beautiful  defcriptions  ;  they  may  lead  to  very 
extenfive  improvements  or  difcoveries  ;  but  we  cannot:  help 
thinking  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  anatomical  knowledge  would 
have  admitted  of  a  more  ample  fcope  in  its  iirfl  introdudfion. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  author  had  begun  at  the  oppo- 
fite  end  of  his  fubjecb,  it  would  have  been  better.  Inftead  of 
the  bram  and  coinplex  organs  of  fenfe  coming  firft  under  this 
inquiry,  we  fliould  have  chofen  for  our  plan,  firfi: — a  view  of 
all  the  component  parts  of  a  complicated  animal,  and  their  fe- 
veral  fpeciiic  properties  ; — then  the  peculiarities  of  animal 
matter,  and  the  various  phenomena  of  the  living  principle. 
Following  this  method,  we  (hould  have  naturally  arrived  iirll, 
at  the  coniiderarion  of  limply  ccnftrudted  animals  -, — then  the 

different 
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different  kinds  of  organifation,  fuch  as  organs  of  dlgeftion, 
of  conveying  nutrition  to  the  different  parts  of  the  body, — 
organs  for  motion,  and  loco  motion, —  organs  of  intelligence, 
— tlie  brain, — the  fenfes,  &c.  &c.  We  are,  however,  fen- 
fible  of  the  importance  of  Dr.  Harwood's  labours,  and  rather 
\vi(h  to  point  out  imperfe£tions,  than  to  condemn  his  work, 
which  is  very  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  library  of  every  medical 
gentleman. 

Camilla  :  or^  a  Pi£iurc  of  Youth.  By  the  Author  of  Evelina 
and  Cecilia.  ^Vols.  l2mo.  l/.  15.  Sewed.  Cadell  and 
Davies.     1796- 

'T^HE  province  of  the  novellift  has  been  too  generally  con- 
-^  fidered  as  among  the  very  inferior  departments  of  litera- 
ture :  and  the  only  reafon  that  can  be  affigned  for  fo  unjuft  a 
decifion  is,  that  it  is  more  frequently  attempted  by  incompetent 
perfons  than  any  other.  For  our  own  parts,  we  can  difcover 
no  pofiible  reafon  why  an  excellent  production  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  fhould  not  be  regarded  with  the  fame  refpe^  as  any  other 
work  of  imagination  ;  and  perhaps  to  frame  a  feries  of  confifl:- 
ent  incidents, — to  difplay  a  variety  of  well-drawn  charadlers, 
— to  involve  them  in  difficulties  and  embarraffments,  and  to 
extricate  them  by  an.  ingenious,  yet  probable  denouement.^ — may 
require  powers  of  invention  and  fancy  not  inferior  to  thofc 
which  are  neceffary  to  the  con{lru6lion  of  an  epic  poem,  though 
the  plot  and  incidents  bear  a  relation  only  to  the  lefs  dignified 
wjtlks  of  private  life.  There  indeed  is  one  objeclion,  which  too 
commonly  applies  to  works  of  this  defcription,  and  from  which 
the  prefcnt,  as  well  as  the  former  produtllons  of  the  excellent 
writer  who  is  now  under  our  animadverfion,  is  not  exempt ; 
and  that  is,  that,  in  thefe  ficlitlous  narratives,  love  is  commonly 
reprefented  as  the  main  bufinefs  of  life.  This  is  not  true  in 
facElj  and  it  is  not  defirable  that  it  fhould  be  impreffed  upon 
the  minds  of  young  perfons  ;  and  yet  it  is  much  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  a  novel  without  love,  however  moral  and  inftruc- 
tive  it  might  be,  would  find  but  a  very  limited  circulation. 

In  the  literary  circles  which  we  have  frequented,  the  ob- 
fervatlon,s  upon  the  prefent  work  have  in  general  turned  on 
a  comparifon  between  this  recent  produftion,  and  the  former 
works  of  our  ingenious  novellift  ;  and  this  is  a  circumftance 
certainly  in  her  lavourj  for  great  is  the  excellence  of  that 
writer,  who  appears  without  a  competitor  in  the  track  that  he 
has  chofen  to  tread,  and  whofe  prefent  exertions  are  only  to 
be  compared  with  his  own  former  achievements  In  the  lifts 
of  fame.  We  ftiall  not,  however,  enter  upon  an  eftimate  of 
the  comparative  merits  of  Evelina,  Cecilia,  or  Camilla  5  fhey 
9     '  have 
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have  all  their  refpedive  excellencies;  and,  according  to  the  tafte 
and  habits  of  different  readers,  each  v/ill  be  preferred. 

The  heroine  of  the  novel  which  now  lies  before  us  is  tlie 
daughter  of  a  refpe£lable  clergyman,  the  younger  fon  of  a  ba- 
ronet, whefe  elder  brother  (an  old  bachelor)  having  confum- 
ed  his  youth  and  health  in  the  fports  of  the  field,  for  which 
in  the  decline  of  life  he  has  loll  his  relifli,  purchafes  an 
eftate  adjoining  to  the  parfonage  of  Etherington,  in  order  to 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  thebofom  of  his  family  and 

.  relations.  The  partiality  which  in  early  life  the  old  baronet, 
fir  Hugh,  conceives  for  his  niece  Camilla,  induces  him  to  de- 
clare her  the  heirefs  of  his  whole  fortune ;  but  from  tliis 
defign  he  is  diverted  by  an  accident  which  happens  to  her 
younger  filler  Eugenia,  which  deprives  the  latter  of  her  beauty 
and  her  health,  and  of  which  fir  Hugh  confiders  himfelf 
as  the  caufe.  To  make  fome  amends  for  this  injury,  he 
revokes    his     former    determination,    and    by    a   ki^al   deed 

•  fettles  the  whole  of  his  property  on  his  niece  Eugenia. 
The  character  of  the  old  baronet  is  excellently  drawn ; 
he  is  good-natured  but  ill-informed  ;  well-meaning  but  ca- 
pricious ;  and,  ever  fanguine  in  the  purfuit  of  fome  favour- 
ite project,  v/here  he  means  to  do  a  kindnefs  he  commonly 
only  fucceeds  in  producing  fome  difficulty  or  embarraffment. 
Among  the  moft  curious  of  his  projcds,  is  that  of  commen- 
cing, at  the  age  of  fifty,  that  courfe  of  elementary  ftudies 
which  he  had  negle£led  in  early  life,  and  to  the  want  of  which 
he  attributes  whatever  deficiency  he  experiences  of  happlnefs 
or  refpe£l.  To  this  end  he  engages  a  doctor  Orkborne,  an 
old  college  acquaintance  of  his  brother,  to  become  his  tutor; 
but  after  unfuccefsfully  attempting  the  Latin  rudiments,  he 
is  induced  to  rellnquiifi  his  plan  •,  and  that  Dr.  Orkbovne  may 
not  be  unemployed,  his  niece  Eugenia  is  committed  to  his 
tuition.  The  mind  of  Eugenia  is  as  perfect  as  her  perfou  is 
deformed  ;  her  progrefs  in  literature  is  great  and  rapid  •,  and 
in  the  mean  time  the  education  of  Camilla  is  not  neglecied  by 
her  excellent  parents. 

The  principal  incidents  of  the  piece  originate  from  a  love 
attachment  which  takes  place  between  Camilla  and  Edgar 
Mandlebert,a  ward  of  her  father's, — and  theperfecution  which 
Eugenia  undergoes  from  an  unprincipled  fortune-hunter,  v/ho, 
attraded  by  the  report  of  her  great  expe£lancies,  purfues  her 
by  various  ftratagems,  and  at  laft  fucceeds.  The  chara6ter  of 
Camilla  is  that  of  an  accomplilf.ed  and  attradive  female,  al- 
ways actuated  by  the  beft  principles,  but  whofe  livelinefs  of  • 
temper,  and  unguarded  and  unfufpe6ting  nature  are  conftantly 
expofing  her  to  the  moft  perplexing  em.barrafiments.  Edgar 
is  a  young  man  of  ftricl  condudt  and  principles,  but  whofe 
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penetration  degenerates  into  fufpicion,  and  his  love  of  virtue 
into  aufterity.  He  is  therefore  led  to  put  the  mofl  unfavourr 
able  conilru6l:ion  on  tlie  juvenile  errors  of  Camilla,  and  is 
on  the  point  of  facrificing  the  happinefs  of  both  to  the  mpft 
unfounded  jealoufy.  The  fcene  of  adion  is  principally  ajt 
Cieves,  the  manfion  of  fir  Hugh,— and  at  Tunbridge  and 
Southampton,  where  the  folly  and  inanity  of  a  v/atering- 
place  are  excellently  depicted  and  expofed.  The  other  cha- 
mbers, which  ferve  to  fill  up  the  plot,  are,  Mifs  Margland,  a 
fafhionablc  governefs, — Indiana  Lynmere  her  fafluonable 
pupil,— Clermont  Lynmere  a  modern  fpcndthrift, — Lionel 
the  brother  of  Camilla,  who  affords,  we  fear,  too  jufl  a  pic- 
ture of  the  condu61:  of  young  men  at  our  univcrfities, — Mrs. 
Arlbery  and  Mrs.  Berlinton,  two  women  of  fafhion,  with 
whom  Camilla  forms  an  intimacy, — fir  Sedley  Clarendel,  a 
fafliionable  coxcomb, — Mr.  Dubfter  and  Mrs.  Mittin,  two 
vulgar  citizens, — Melmond  a  romantic  fludent, — lord  O'Lerny 
arefpe£lablepeer, — his  relation  lady  Ifabella  Irby, — and  a  group 
of  officers,  &c.  who  attend  the  ladies  in  their  ditTerent  ex- 
curfions.  We  fliall  not  anticipate  any  further  the  ftory,  but 
fhall  proceed  to  lay  a  few  extrads  before  our  readprs,  though 
it  is  not  eafy  to  find  paffages  fo  much  detached  from  the 
thread  of  the  narrative,  as  not  to  lofe  materially  by  the  fepa- 
ration. 

The  following  extrafts  contain  an  excellent  and  well- 
merited  cenfure  of  modern  cuftoms,  and  as  excellent  a  difplay 
of  human  life — 

APiibllc  Breakfaji. '  The  unfitting,   however    cuftomary, 

occafion  of  this  fpeedy  repetition  of  public  amufement  in  the  town 
of  Northwick,  was,  that  the  county  affizes  were  now  held  there ; 
Slid  the  arrival  of  the  judges  of  the  land,  to  hear  caufes  which  keptf 
life  or  death  fufpended,  was  the  fignal  for  entertainment  to  the  fur- 
rounding  neighbourhood :  a  hardening  of  human  feelings  againft 
human  crimes  and  human  miferies,  at  which  reflexion  revolts, 
however  habit  may  perfevere. 

'  The  young  men,  who  rode  on  firft,  joined  the  ladies  as  they 
entered  the  town,  and  told  them  to  drive  ftraight  to  the  ball-room, 
where  the  company  had  aflembled,  in  confequence  of  a  fliower  of 
rain  which  had  forced  them  from  the  public  garden  intended  for  the 
breakfaft. 

*  Here,  as  they  ftopt,  a  poor  woman,  nearly  in  r.igs,  with  one 
child  by  her  fide,  and  another  in  her  arms,  approached  jhe  car- 
riage, and  prelenting  a  petition,  befought  the  ladies  to  read  or  hear 
her  cafe.  Eugenia  with  the  ready  impulfe  of  generous  affluence, 
inftantly  felt  for  herpurfe;  but  Mifs  Margland,  angrily  holding 
her  hand,  faid,  with  aalhority  :  "  Mifs  Eugenia,  never  encourage 
beggars ;  you  don't  know  the  mifchief  you  may  do  by  it."  Euge- 
nia 
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nia  relviif^antiy  defifted,  but  made  a  fign  to  her  footman  to  give 
fomethinCT  for  her.  Ed^ar  then  alighting;,  advanced  to  hand  thenv 
from  the  coach,  while  Lionel  ran  forward  to  fettle  their  tickets  of 
admittance. 

'  The  woman  now  grew  more  urgent  in  her  fupplications,  and 
Mifs  Margland  in  her  remonftrances  againft  attending  to  them. 

'  Indiana,  who  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Edgar,  enchanted 
to  again  difplay  herfelf  where  fure  of  again  being  admired,  neither 
heard  nor  faw  the  petitioner ;  but  dimpling  and  fmillng,  quickened 
her  motions  towards  the  affembly  room  :  while  Camilla,  who  was 
laft,  ftopping  fhort,  faid  ;  "  What  is  the  matter,  poor  woman  ?'* 
and  took  her  paper  to  examine. 

'  Mifs  Margland,  fnatching  it  from  her,  threw  it  on  the  ground, 
peremptorily  faying :  "  Mifs  Camilla,  if  once  you  begin  fuch  a 
thing  as  that,  there  willbe  no  end  to  it;  fo  come  along  with  the 
reft  of  your  company,  like  other  people." 

'  She  then  haughtily  proceeded  ;  but  Camilla,  brought  up  by 
her  admirable  parents  never  to  pafs  diflrefs  without  inquiry,  nor  to 
refufe  giving  at  all,  becaufe  fhe  could  give  but  little,  remained  with 
the  poor  objeft,  and  repeated  her  queftion.  The  woman,  fliedding 
a  torrent  of  tears,  faid  fhe  was  wife  to  one  of  the  prifoners  who 
v/as  to  be  tried  the  next  day,  and  who  expected  to  lofe  his  life,  or 
be  tranfported,  for  only  one  bad  aftion  of  fteahng  a  leg  of  muttton  ; 
which,  though  flie  knew  it  to  be  a  fin,  was  not  without  excufe, 
being  a  firft  offence,  and  committed  in  poverty  and  ficknefs.  And 
this,  (he  was  told,  the  judges  would  take  mto  confideration ;  but 
her  hufband  was  now  fo  ill,  that  he  could  not  feed  on  the  gaol  al- 
lowance, and  not  having  wherewithal  to  buy  any  other,  would  either 
die  before  his  trial,  or  be  too  weak  to  make  known  his  fad  ftory 
in  his  own  behalf,  for  want  of  fome  wine  or  forae  broth  to  fup- 
port  him  in  the  meanwhile, 

'  Camilla,  hafliiy  giving  her  a  fhilling,  took  one  of  her  petitions, 
and  promifing  to  do  all  in  her  power  to  ferve  her,  left  the  poor 
creature  almofl  choaked  with  fobbing  joy.  She  was  flying  to  join 
her  party,  when  (lie  perceived  Edgar  at  her  fide.  "  T  came  to- fee," 
cried  he,  with  giiftening  eyes,  "if  you  "■ere  running  away  from 
us ;   but  you  were  doing  far  better  in  not  thinking  of  us  at  all." 

'  Camilla,  accuf^omed  from  her  earlieft  cliildhood  to  attend  to 
the  indigent  and  unhappy,  felt  neither  retreating  fhame,  nor  parad- 
ing pride  in  the  office;  fhe  gave  him  the  petition  of  the  poor  wo- 
man, and  begged  he  would  confidtr  if  there  was  any  thing  that 
could  be  done  for  her  hufband. 

*'  I  had  received  a  paper  from  herfelf,"  he  anfwered,  "  before 
you  alighted  ;  and  I  hope  I  fliould  not  have  negleded  it :  but  I 
will  now  take  yours,  that  my  memory  may  run  norifk." 

*  Thev  then  went  on  to  the  afftmblv  room.'     Vol.  i.  p,  loo. 

8  The 
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The  title  of  t!ie  fucceeding  chapter  is,  *  A  Raffle  ;'  and  in 
their  progrefs  the  following  fcene  occurs — 

*  They  were  advanced  within  half  a  mile  of  Northwick,  when 
a  fick  man,  painfully  fupported  by  a  woman  with  a  child  in  her 
arms,  caught  their  eyes.  The  ready  hand  of  Eugenia  was  imme- 
diately in  her  pocket;  Camilla,  looking  more  intently  upon  the 
group,  perceived  another  child,  and  prefently  recognifed  the  wife 
of  the  prifoner.  She  called  to  the  coachman  to  flop,  and  Edgar, 
at  the  fame  moment,  rode  up  to  the  carriage. 

*  Mifs  Margland  angrily  ordered  the  man  to  drive  on,  faying,  fhe 
was  quit.?  lick  of  being  thus  for  ever  infefted  with  beggars ;  who 
really  came  fo  often,  they  were  no  better  than  pick-pockets. 

"  O,  don't  refufe  to  let  me  fpeak  to  them  !"  cried  Camilla;  "it. 
will  be  I'uch  a  pleafure  to  fee  their  joy  !" 

"  O  yes !  they  look  in  much  joy  indeed !  they  feem  as  if  they 
had  not  eat  a  morfel  thefe  three  weeks !  Drive  on,  I  fay,  coach- 
man !  I  like  no  fuch  melancholy  fights,  for  my  part.  They  al- 
ways make  me  ill.     I  wonder  how  any  body  can  bear  them." 

"  But  we  may  help  them  ;  we  may  aflift  them  !"  faid  Camilla, 
with  increafing  earneftnefs. 

"  And  pray,  when  they  have  got  all  our  money,  who  is  to  help 
us?" 

'  Eugenia,  delighted  to  give,  but  unhabituated  to  any  other  ex- 
ertion, flung  half  a  crown  to  them  ;  and  Indiana,  begging  to  look 
out,  faid,  "  Dear!  I  never  faw  a  prifoner  before!" 

'  Encouraged  by  an  exprellive  look  from  Camilla,  Edgar  dif- 
mounteci  to  hand  her  from  the  carriage,  affefting  not  to  hear  the 
remonftrances  of  Mifs  Margland,  though  flie  fcrupled  not  to  deli- 
ver them  very  audibly.  Eugenia  languiflied  to  join  them,  but 
coiild  not  venture  to  difobey  a  direft  command;  and  Indiana,  ob- 
lerving  the  road  to  be  very  dufty,  fubmitted,  to  fave  a  pair  of 
beautiful  new  flioes. 

*  Camilla  had  all  the  gratification  flie  promifed  herfelf,  in  wit- 
neffing  the  happinefs  of  the  poor  petitioner.  He  was  crawl- 
ing to  Cleves,  with  his  family,  to  offer  thanks.  They  were 
penniiefs,  fick,  and  wretched  ;  yet  the  prefervation  of  the  poor 
mnn  feemed  to  make  mifery  light  to  them  all.  Edgar  defired  to 
know  what  were  their  defigns  for  the  future.  The  man  anfwered 
that  he  fiiould  nor  dare  go  back  to  his  own  country,  becaufe  there 
his  difgrace  was  known,  and  he  ftiould  procure  no  work  ;  nor,  in- 
deed, was  he  now  able  to  do  any.  "  So  we  muft  make  up  our 
minds  to  beg  from  door  to  door,  and  in  the  flreets,  and  on  the 
high  road,"  he  continued  ;  "  till  I  get  back  a  little  flrength;  and 
can  earn  a  living  more  creditably." 

"  But  as  long  as  we  have  kept  you  alive,  and  faved  you  from 
being  tranfposted,"  faid  his  wife,  "  for  which  all  thanks  be  due  to 

this 
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this  good  gentleman,  we  fliall  mind   no   hardfliips,  and  never  go 
aiiray  again,  in  wicked  unthinkingnefs  of  this  great  mercy." 

'  Edgar  inquired  what  had  been  their  Former  occupations  ;  they 
anfwered,  they  had  both  been  day-workers  in  the  held,  till  a  i^t  of 
licknefs  had  hindered  the  poor  man  from  getting  his  livelihood  : 
penury  and  hunger  then  preffing  hard  upon  them  all,  he  had  been 
tempted  to  commit  the  offence  for  which  he  was  taken,  and  brought 
to  death's  door.  "  But  as  now,"  he  added,  *'  I  have  been  faved,  I 
fnall  make  it  a  warnin'jj  for  the  time  to  come,  and  never  give  mv- 
felf  up  to  fo  bad  a  courfe  again." 

'  Edgar  afked  the  woman  v/hat  money  fne  had  left, 

"  Ah,  fir,  none !  for  we  had  things  to  pay,  and  people  to  fa- 
tisfy,  and  fo  every  thing  you  and  the  good  ladies  gave  us,  is  all 
gone;  for,  v/hile  any  thing  was  left  us,  they  would  not  be  eafy. 
But  this  is  no  great  mifchief  now,  as  my  hufband  is  not  taken  away 
from  us,  and  is  come  to  a  right  fenfe." 

"  I  believe,"  faid  Edgar,  "  you  are  very  good  fort  of  people, 
however  diftrefs  had  mifguided  you." 

*  He  then  put  fomething  into  the  man's  hand,  and  Eugenia,  who 
from  the  carriage  window  heard  what  palTed,  flung  him  another  half 
crown  ;  Camilla  added  a  fliilhng,  and  turning  fuddenly  away,  wallc- 
ed  a  itw  paces  from  them  all. 

*  Edgar,  gently  following,  inquired  if  any  thing  was  the  matter; 
her  eyes  were  full  of  tears  :  "  I  was  thinking,"  Ihe  cried,  *'  what 
my  dear  father  would  have  faid,  had  he  feen  me  givino;  half  a  <^uinea 
for  a  toy,  and  a  fhilling  to  fuch  poor  ftarving  people  as  thefe!" 

"  Why^  what  would  he  have  faid  ?"  cried  Edgar,  charmed  with 
her  penitence,  though  joinmg  in  the  apprehended  cenfure. 

"  He  would  more  than  ever  have  pitied  thofe  who  want  monev, 
in  feeing  it  fo  fquandered  by  one  who  iliould  better  have  remem- 
bered his  lefibns !  O,  if  I  could  but  recover  that  half  guinea  !" 
Vol.  i,   p.  226. 

The  admirable  m{lru£lions  of  a  father  to  a  daughter,  on 
her  firft  entrance  into  life,  we  willingly  infert  for  the  benefit 
of  our  young  readers.  '  The  chapter  which  contains  them,  is 
entitled  *  A  Sermon  •,'  and  fuch  they  are  in  reality. 

'  For  Mifs  Camilln  Tyrold. 

*  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enumerate,  my  dear  Camilla,  the  many 
bleffings  of  your  lituation;  your  heart  is  juft  and  afreftionate,  and 
will  not  forget  tiicm :  I  mean  but  to  pl.ice  before  you  your  imme- 
diate duties,  fatished  that  the  review  vvill  enfure  their  perform- 
ance. 

'  L^nufed  to,  becaufeundeferving  control,  your  days,  to  this  pe- 
riod, have  been  as  gay  as  your  fpirits.  It  is  now  tirft  that  your 
tranquillity  is  ruffled  ;  it  is  now,  therefore,  that  your  fortitude  has 
its  iiril  debt  to  pay  for-  its  hitherto  happy  exemption. 

*  Thofe 
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*  Thofc  who  weigh  the  calamities  of  life  only  b)'  the  pofjtivtf^' 
the  fiibrtaniial,  or  the  irremediable  mifchiefs  which  they  produce,' 
regard  the  firft  forrows  of  early  youth  as  too  trifling  for  compaffion. 
The V  do  not  enough  confider  that  it  is  the  futfering,  not  its  abftraft 
caiife,  which  dtmands  human  commifeiation.  The  man  who  lofes 
his  whole  fortune,  yet  poflefles  firmncfs^  philofophy,  a  difdain  of 
ambition,  and  an  accommodation  to  circumftances,  is  lefs  an  ob- 
jeft  of  contemplative  pity,  than  the  perfon  who,  without  one  real 
deprivation,  one  adual  evil,  is  firft,  or  is  fiiddenly  forced  to  re- 
cognife  the  fallacy  of  a  cheriflied  ahd  darling  hope. 

*  That  its  foundation  has  always  been  fliallow  is  no  mitio;ation 
of  difappointrrent  to  liim  who  had  only  viewed  it  in  its  fuperftruc- 
ture.  Nor  is  iis  downfal  lefs  terrible  to  its  viOonary  elevator,  be- 
caufe  others  had  fecn  it  from  the  beginning  as  a  folly  or  a  chimera  ;' 
Its  diflblution  fliould  be  eftimated,  not  by  its  romance  in  the  unim- 
paffioned  examination  of  a  rational  looker  on,  but  by  its  believed 
promife  of  felicity  to  its  credulous  projector. 

'  Is  mv  Camilla  in  this  predicament  ?  had  flie  wove  her  own 
deftinv  in  the  fpeculation  of  her  wilhes  ?  Alas  !  to  blame  her,  I 
muft  firft  forget,  that  delufion,  while  in  force,  has  all  the  femblance 
of  reality,  and  takes  the  fame  hold  upon  the  faculties  as  truth.  Nor 
is  it  till  the  fpell  is  broken,  till  the  pcrverfion  of  reafon  and  error 
of  judgment  become  wilful,  that  Scorn  ought  to  point  "  its  finger" 
or  Cenfure  its  revefity. 

'  But  of  this  1  have  no  fear.  The  love  of  right  is  implanted  in- 
delibly in  your  nature,  and  your  own  peace  is  as  dependant  as 
mine  and  as  your  mother's  upon  its  conflant  culture. 

*  Your  conduct  hitherto  has  b'een  committed  to  yourfelf.  Satis- 
fied with  eftablifliing  your  principles  u[)on  the  adamantine  pillars  of 
religion  and  confcience,  we  have  not  feared  leaving  you  the  entire 
pofTeffion  of  general  liberty.  Nor  do  I  mean  to  withdraw  it,  though 
the  prefent  flate  of  your  affairs,  and  what  for  fom.e  time  pafl  I  have 
painfully  obferved  of  your  precipitance,  oblige  me  to  add  partinl 
counfel  to  ftanding  precept,  and  exhortation  to  advice.  I  fliall 
give  them,  however,  with  dif^dence,  fairly  acknowledging  and 
blending  my  own  perplexities  with  yours. 

'  The  temporal  deflinv  of  woman  is  enwrapt  in  fcill  more  impe- 
retrable  obfcurity  than  that  of  man.  She  begins  her  career  by  be- 
ing involved  in  ail  the  worldly  accidents  of  a  parent ;  flie  continues 
it  by  being  afibciated  in  all  that  may  environ  a  bulband  :  and  tlie 
difficulties  arifing  from  this  doubly  appendant  f:ate,  are  augmented 
by  the  next  to  impoflibilily,  that  the  firft  dependance  fliould  pave 
the  way  for  the  ultim.a'e.  What  parent  yet  has  been  gifted  with 
the  forefio;ht  to  fav,  "  I  will  educate  mv  daughter  for  the  flation  to 
•which  file  fliall  belong  ?"  Let  nis  even  fuppofe  that  flation  to  be 
fixed  by  himfclf,  rarely  as  the  chances  of  life  authorife  -fuch  a  pre- 
sumption ;  his  daugliter  all  duty,  and   the  partner  of  his  own  fe- 
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feIe<ftioil  folicitous  of  the  alliance  :  is  he  at  alL  more  fecure  he  has 
provided  even  for  her  external  welfare  ?  What,  in  this  fublunary 
exiftence,  is  the  ftate  from  which  flie  flaall  neither  rife  or  fall  ?  Who 
fliall  fay  that  in  a  few  years,  a  few  months,  perhaps  lefs,  the  fitu- 
ation  in  which  the  profperity  of  his  own  views  has  placed  her, 
may  not  change  for  one  more  humble  than  he  has  fitted  her  for  en- 
during, or  more  exalted  than  he  has  accomplifhed  her  for  fuftain- 
ing?  The  confcience,  indeed,  of  the  father  is  not  refponfible  for 
events,  but  the  infelicity  of  the  daughter  is  not  lefs  a  fubjeft  of 

'  Again,  if  none  of  thefe  outward  and  obvious  vicifiitudes  oc- 
cur, the  proper  education  of  a  female,  either  for  ufe  or  for  happi- 
nefs,  is  ftill  to  feek,  fllll  a  problem  beyond' human  folution ;  fince 
its  refinement,  or  its  negligence,  can  only  prove  to  her  a  good  or 
an  evil,  according  to  the  humour  of  the  huftand  into  whofe  hands 
ihe  may  fall.  If  fafhioned  to  fhine  in  the  great  world,  he  may 
deem  the  metropolis  all  turbulence  ;  if  endowed  with  every  refource 
for  retirement,  he  may  think  the  country  diftalteful.  And  though 
her  talents,  her  acquirements,  may  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  be  fet 
afide,  with  an  oiily  filent  regret  of  wafted  youth  and  application ; 
the  turn  of  mind  which  they  have  induced,  the  appreciarion  which 
they  have  taught  of  time,  of  pleafure,  or  of  utility,  will  have  nur- 
tured inclinations  and  opinions  not  fo  du£tile  to  new  fentlments  and 
employments,  and  either  fubmiffion  becomes  a  hardfnip,  or  refift- 
ance  generates  difiention. 

'  If  fuch  are  the  parental  embarrafllnents,  againft  which  neither 
wifdom  nor  experience  can  guard,  who  fliould  view  the  filial  with- 
out fympathy  and  tendernefs? 

'  You  have  been  brought  up,  my  dear  child,  without  any  fpe- 
cific  expedlation.  Your  mother  and  myfelf,  mutually  deliberating 
upon  the  uncertainty  of  the  female  fate,  determined  to  educate  our 
girls  with  as  much  fimplicity  as  is  compatible  with  inftruclion,  as 
much  docility  for  various  life  as  may  accord  with  invariable  prin- 
ciples, and  as  much  accommodation  with  the  world  at  large,  as 
may  combine  with  a  juft  diftin£tion  of  feledted  fociety.  We  hoped, 
thus,  fhould  your  lots  be  elevated,  to  fecure  you  irom  either  ex- 
ulting arrogance,  or  bafhful  infignificance;  or  fliould  they,  as  is 
more  probable,  be  lowly,  to  inftil  into  your  underftandings  and 
charafters  fuch  a  portion  of  intellectual  vigour  as  fhould  make  you 
enter  into  an  humbler  fcene  without  debafement,  helplelfneis,  or  re- 
pining. 

'  It  is  now,  Camilla,  we  muft  demand  your  exertions  in  return. 
Let  not  thefe  cares,  to  fit  you  for  the  world  as  you  may  find  it,  be 
utterly  annihilated  from  doing  you  good,  by  the  uncombated  fvvay 
of  an  unavailing,  however  well-placed  attachment. 

*  We  will  not  here  canvafs  the  equity  of  that  freedom  by  which 
women  as  weil  as  men  fliould  be  allowed  to  dlfpofe  of  their  own 
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attentions.  There  cannot,  in  nature,  in  theory,  nor  even  in  com- 
mon feiife,  be  u  doubt  of  their  equal  right :  but  difquifitions  on 
this  point  will  remain  rather  curious  than  important,  till  the  fpecu- 
latill  can  fuperinduce  to  the  abftraft  truth  of  the  pofition  fome 
proof  of  its  pradHcability. 

'  Meanwhile,  it  is  enough  for  every  modefl  and  reafonable 
young  woman  to  confider,  that  where  there  are  two  parties,  choice 
can  belong  only  to  one  of  them  :  and  then  let  her  call  upon  all  her 
feelings  of  delicacy,  all  her  notions  of  propriety,  to  decide  :  fince 
man  muft  choofe  woman,  or  woman  man,  which  fhould  come 
forward  to  make  the  choice  ?  Which  fhould  retire  to  be  chofen  ? 

'  A  prepofTdirion  direfted  towards  a  virtuous  and  deferving  ob- 
je(ft  wears,  in  its  firft  approach,  the  appearance  of  a  mere  tribute 
of  juftice  to  merit.  It  feems,  therefore,  too  natural,  perhaps  too 
generous,  to  be  confidered  either  as  a  folly  or  a  crime.  It  is  only 
its  encouragement  where  it  is  not  reciprocal,  that  can  make  it  in- 
cur the  firfl  epithet,  or  where  it  ought  not  to  be  reciprocal  that  can 
brand  it  with  the  fecond.  With  refped  to  this  laft,  I  know  of 
nothing  to  apprehend  : — with  regard  to  the  firft — I  grieve  to  wound 
my  deareft  Camilla,  yet  where  there  lias  been  no  fubjeel  for  com- 
plaint, there  can  have  bten  none  for  expedation. 

'  Struggle  then  againft  yourfelf  as  you  would  flruggle  againfl:  an 
enemy.  Refufe  to  liften  to  a  wifli,  to  dwell  even  upon  a  poffibi- 
lity,  that  opens  to  your  prefent  idea  of  happinefs.  All  that  in  fu- 
ture may  be  realifed  probably  hangs  upon  this  conflift.  J  mean 
not  to  propofe  to  yo\i  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  to  reinftate  your- 
felf in  the  perfeft  fecurity  of  a  difcngaged  mind.  I  know  too 
much  of  the  human  heart  to  be  ignorant  that  the  acceleration,  or 
delay,  muft  depend  upon  circumflance :  I  can  only  require  from 
you  what  depends  upon  yourfelf,  a  fieady  and  courageous  warfare 
againft  the  two  dangerous  underminers  of  your  peace  and  of  your 
fame,  imprudence  and  impatience.  You  have  champions  with 
wliich  to  encounter  them  that  cannot  fail  of  fuccefs, — good  fenfe 
and  delicacy. 

'  Good  fenfe  will  fhew  you  the  power  of  felf-conqueft,  and 
point  out  its  means.  It  will  inftruft  you  to  curb  thofe  unguarded 
movements  which  lay  you  open  to  the  ftriftures  of  others.  It  will 
talk  to  you  of  thofe  boundaries  which  cuftom  forbids  yotir  fex  to 
pafs,  and  the  hazard  of  any  individual  attempt  to  tranfgrefs  them. 
It  will  tell  yo\i,  that  where  allowed  onlv  a  negative  choice,  it  is 
your  own  befl  intereft  to  combat  againft  a  pofitive  wifli.  It  will 
bid  you,  by  conftant  occupation,  vary  thofe  thoughts  that  now 
take  but  one  direftion,  and  multiply  thofe  interefts  which  now  re- 
cognife  but  one  objedt :  and  it  will  foon  convince  you,  that  it  is 
not  ftrength  of  mind  which  you  want,  but  reflection,  to  obtain  a 
ftrift  and  unremiting  control  over  your  paffions. 

*  This  laft  word  will  pain,  but  let  it  not  ilioek  you^   You  have 
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no  paflions,  my  Innocent  girl,  at  which  you  need  blufh,  though 
enough  at  which  I  muft  tremble  ! — For  in  what  confifts  your  con- 
ftraint,  your  forbearance  ?  your  wifli  is  your  guide,  your  impuUe 
is  your  aftion.  Alas !  never  yet  was  mortal  created  fo  perfect, 
that  every  wifh  was  virtuous,  or  every  impulfe  wife  ! 

*  Does  a  fecret  murmur  here  demand  :  if  a  difcerning  predilec- 
tion is  no  crime,  why,  internally  at  leaft,  may  it  not  be  cherifhed  ? 
whom  can  it  injure  or  offend,  that,  in  the  hidden  recefies  of  my 
own  breart,  I  nourifli  fuperior  preference  of  f  11  peri  or  worth? 

'  This  is  the  qncftion  with  which  every  young  woman  beguiles 
her  fancy;  this  is  the  common  but  fedu6live  opiate,  with  which 
inclination  lulls  reafon. 

*  The  anfwer  may  be  fafely  comprifed  in  a  brief  appeal  to  her 
own  breaft. 

*  I  do  not  defire  her  to  be  infenfible  to  merit ;  I  do  not  even 
dcm.and  fhe  fhould  confine  her  focial  affeftions  to  her  own  fex, 
lince  the  moft  innocent  efteem  is  equally  compatible,  though  not 
equally  general  with  ours:  I  require  of  her  {imply,  that,  in  her 
fecret  hours,  when  pride  has  no  dominion^  and  difguife  would 
anfwer  no  purpofe,  (lie  will  afk  herfelf  this  queftion,  "  Could  I 
calmly  hear  that  this  eleft  of  my  heart  was  united  to  another? 
Were  I  to  be  informiCd  that  the  indilToluble  knot  was  tied,  which 
annihilates  all  my  own  future  poffibilities,  would  the  news  occafioii 
me  no  affliftion  ?"  This,  and  this  alone,  is  the  teft  by  which  flie 
may  judge  the  danger,  or  the  harmlefTnefs  of  her  attachment. 

*  I  have  now  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  obligations  which 
you  may  owe  to  good  fenfe.  Your  obligations  to  dehcacy  will  be 
but  their  confequence. 

'  Dehcacy  is  an  attribute  fo  peculiarly  feminine,  that  were  your 
relleftions  lefs  agitated  by  your  feeHngs,  you  could  delineate  more 
diftinftly  than  myfelf  its  appropriate  laws,  its  minute  exaftions,  its 
fenfitive  refinements.  Here,  therefore,  I  feek  but  to  bring  back  to 
your  memory  what  livelier  fenfations  have  inadvertently  driven  from 
it. 

*  You  may  imagine,  in  the  innocency  of  your  heart,  that  what 
you  would  rather  perilli  than  utter  can  never,  fince  untold,  be  fu- 
fpefted  :  and,  at  prefent,  I  am  equally  fanguine  in  believing  no 
furmife  to  have  been  conceived  where  molt  it  would  fliock  you  : 
yet  credit  me  when  I  aflbre  you,  that  you  can  make  no  greater 
miftake,  than  to  fuppofe  that  you  have  any  fecurity  beyond  what 
feduloufly  yo\i  mult  earn  by  the  mofl  indefatigable  vigilance. 
There  are  fo  many  ways  of  communication  independent  of  Ipccch, 
that  filence  is  but  one  point  in  the  ordinances  of  difcretion.  You 
have  nothing,  in  fo  miodeft  a  charact'er,  to  apprehend  from  vanity 
or  prefumption  ;  you  may  eafiiy,  therefore,  continue  tlie  guai-dian 
of  your  own  dignity  :  but  you  muil  keep  in  mind,  that  our  per- 
ceptions ^Ani  but  little  quickening  to-  difcern  what  may  flatter 
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them ;  and  it  is  mutual  to  either  fex  to  be  to  no  gratification  ia 
ahve,  as  to  that  of  a  confcious  afcendance  over  the  other. 

'  Neverthelefs,  the  female  who,  upon  the  foftening  blandifhment 
of  an  undifgiiifed  prepofTefOon,  builds  her  expedtation  of  its  reci- 
procity, is,  in  common,  moft  cruelly  deceived.  It  is  not  that  flie 
has  failed  to  awaken  tendernefs ;  but  it  has  been  tendernefs  without 
refpeft  :  nor  yet  that  the  perfon  thus  elated  has  been  infenfible  to 
flattery  ;  but  it  has  been  a  flattery  to  raife  himfelf,  not  its  exciter  in 
his  efteem.  The  partiality  which  we  feel  infpires  diffidence :  that 
which  we  create  has  a  contrary  effect.  A  certainty  of  fuccefs  in 
many  dellroys,  in  all  weakens,  its  charm  :  the  bafliful  excepted, 
to  whom  it  gives  courage ;  and  the  indolent,  to  whom  it  laves 
trouble. 

'  Carefully,  then,  beyond  all  other  care,  fliut  up  every  avenue 
by  which  a  fecret  which  fliould  die  untold  can  further  efcape  you. 
Avoid  every  fpecies  of  particularity ;  neither  fliun  nor  feek  any 
intercourfe  apparently;  and  in  fuch  meetings  as  general  prudence 
may  render  necefiary,  or  as  accident  may  make  inevitable,  endea- 
vour to  behave  with  the  fame  open  efteem  as  in  your  days  of  un- 
coiiicioufnefs.  The  leaft  unufual  attention  would  not  be  more  fu- 
fpicious  to  the  world,  than  the  leaft  undue  referve  to  the  fubjeft  of 
our  difcullion.  Coldnefs  or  diftance  could  only  be  imputed  to 
refentment ;  and  refentment,  fince  you  have  received  no  offence, 
how,  fliould  it  be  inveftigated,  could  you  vindicate  ?  or  how, 
fhould  it  be  pafled  in  filence,  fecure  from  being  attributed  to  pique 
and  difappointment .? 

'  There  is  alfo  another  motive,  important  to  us  all,  which  calls 
for  the  moft  rigid  circumfpecflion.  The  perfon  in  queftion  is  not 
merely  amiable ;  he  is  alfo  rich  :  mankind  at  large,  therefore^ 
would  not  give  merely  to  a  fenfe  of  excellence  any  obvious  predi- 
Je£lion.  This  hint  will,  I  know,  powerfully  operate  upon  your 
dilintercfted  fpirit. 

'  Never  from  perfonal  experience  may  you  gather,  how  far  from 
Toothing,  how  wide  from  honourable,  is  the  fpecies  of  companion 
ordinarily  difFufed  by  the  difcovery  of  an  unreturned  female  regard. 
Th*t  it  fhould  be  felt  unfought  may  be  confidered  as  a  mark  of 
difcerning  fenfibility  ;  but  that  it  fliould  be  betrayed  uncalled  for, 
is  commonly,  however  ungeneroufly,  imagined  rather  to  indicate 
ungoverned  paffions,  than  refined  i'eleftion.  This  is  often  both 
cruel  and  unjiift  ;  yet,  let  me  aflc — Is  the  world  a  proper  confident 
for  fuch  a  fecret  ?  Can  the  woman  who  has  permitted  it  to  go 
abroad,  reafonably  demand  that  confideration  and  refpeft  from  the 
community,  in  which  fhe  has  been  wanting  to  herfelf  ?  To  me  it 
would  be  unneceHary  to  obferve,  that  her  indifcretion  may  have 
been  the  efFe£l  of  an  inadvertence  which  owes  its  origin  to  artlefl- 
nefs,  not  to  forwardnefs :  flie  is  judged  by  thofe,  who,  hardened 
in  the  ways  of  men,  accuflom  themfelves  to  trace  in  evil  every 
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tnotlve  to  a6llon ;  or  by  thofe,  who,  preferring  ridiciile  to  huma- 
nity, feek  rather  to  amufe  themfelves  wittily  with  her  fufceptibi- 
lity,  than  to  feel  for  its  innocence  and  fimplicity. 

'  In  a  ftate  of  utter  conllraint,  to  appear  natural  is,  however,  "an 
effort  too  difficult  to  be  long  fuftained  ;  and  neither  precept,  ex- 
ample, nor  difpofuion,  have  enured  my  poor  child  to  the  perform- 
ance of  any  ftudied  part.  Difcriminate,  neverihelefs,  between  hy- 
pocrify  and  difcretion.  The  firft  is  a  vice;  the  fecond  a  concilia- 
tion to  virtue.  It  is  the  bond  that  keeps  focjety  from  dii'union  ; 
the  veil  that  fhades  our  weaknefs  from  expofure,  giving  time  for 
that  interior  corre6lion,  which  the  publication  of  our  infirmities 
would  eife,  with  refpeft  to  mankind,  make  of  no  avail. 

'  It  were  better  no  doubt,  worthier,  nobler,  to  meet  the  fcrutiny 
of  our  fellow-creatures  by  confent,  as  we  encounter,  per  force, 
the  all-viewing  eye  of  our  Creator :  but  fince  for  this  we  are  not 
fufficiently  without  blemifh,  we  mufl  allow  to  our  unftable  virtues 
all  the  encouragement  that  can  prop  them.  The  event  of  difcovered 
faults  is  more  frequently  calloufnefs  than,  amendment  •,  and  pro- 
priety of  example  is  as  much  a  duty  to  our  fellow-creatures,  as  purity 
of  intention  is  a  debt  to  ourfelves. 

*  To  delicacy,  iq  fine,  your  prefent  exertions  will  owe  their 
future  recompence,  be  your  ultimate  lot  in  life  what  it  may.  Should 
you,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  belong  to  another,  you  will  be  fliield- 
cd  from  the  regret  that  a  former  attachment  had  been  publifhed  ; 
or  fhould  you  continue  millrefs  of  yourfelf,  from  a  blufh  that  the 
world  is  acquainted  it  was  not  by  your  choice. 

'  I  ftiall  now  conclude  this  little  difcourfe  by  calling  upon  you 
to  annex  to  whatever  I  have  offered  you  of  precept,  the  conftant 
remembrance  of  your  mother  for  example. 

*  in  our  joint  names,  therefore,  I  adjure  you,  my  degreft  Ca- 
milla, not  to  embitter  the  prefent  innocence  of  your  fuffering  Wy 
imprudence  that  may  attach  to  it  cenfure,  nor  by  indulgence  that 
may  make  it  faften  upon  your  vitals  !  Imprudence  cannot  but  end 
in  the  demolition  of  that  dignified  equanimity,  and  modeft  pro- 
priety, which  we  wifli  to  be  uniformly  remarked  as  the' attributes 
of  your  character :  and  indulgence,  by  fixing,  may  envenom  a  dart 
that  as-  yet  may  be  gently  withdrawn,  from  a  wound  which  kind- 
nefs  may  heal,  and  time  may  clofc  ;  but  which,  if  neglected,  may 
wear  away,  in  corroding  difturbance,  all  your  life's  coojfort  to 
yourfelf,  and  all  its  focial  purpofes  to  your  friends  and  to  the  world.* 
Augustus  Tyrold.-^VoI,  iii.  p.  59. 

The  following  fcene,  which  occurs  in  a  booth  of  dancing 
monkeys  at  Tunbridge,  Is  excellent — 

Mn  a  few  minutes,  the  performers  were  ready  for  a  new  exhibi- 
tion. They  were  dreOed  up  as  foldiers,  who,  headed  by  a  corpo- 
ral, came  forward  to  d-o  their  exercifes. 

^  Mrs.  Arlbery,  laughing,  told  the  general,  as  he  was  upon  duty, 

P  \  he 
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he  fhoulH  himfc^lf  take  the  command :  the  general,  a  plcafant,  yet 
cool  and  lenfible  mm,  did  not  laugh  lefs ;  but  the  enfiori,  more 
warm  tempered,  and  wrong  headed,  feeing  a  feather  in  a  monkey's 
cap,  of  the  fame  colour,  by  chance,  as  in  his  own,  fired  with 
hafly  indignation,  and  rifing,  called  out  to  the^nafter  of  the  booth: 
*'  What  do  you  mean  by  this,  fir  ?  do  vou  mean  to  put  an  aflfront 
upon  our  corps  ?" 

*  The  man,  ftartled,  was  goina  moft  humbly  to  protefft  liis  in- 
nocence of  any  fuch  defign  ;  but  the  laugh  raifed  againft  the  enfign 
-amongft  the  audience  gave  him  more  courage,  and  he  only  fim- 
pered  without  fpeaking. 

«  What  do  you  mean  by  grinning  at  me,  fir?"  faid  Macderfey; 
*'  do  you  want  me  to  cane  your" 

"  Cine  me  !"  cried  the  man  enraged,  "  by  what  rights?" 

'  Macderfey,  eafily  put  off  all  guard,  was  flepping  over  the 
benches,  with,  his  cane  uplifted,,  when  his  next  neighbour,  tightly 
holding  him,  faid,  in  a  half  whifper,  <'  If  you'll  take  my  advice, 
yoh'd  a  deal  better  provoke  him  to  ftrikethe  firfl  blow." ,  ' 

<  Macderfey,  far  more  irritated  by  this  counfel  than  bv  the  ori- 
ginal offence,  fiercely  looked  back,  calling  out  "  The  firft  blow  ! 
What  do  you  mean  by  that,  fir  ?" 

"  No   offence,  fir,"  anfwered  the   perfon,  who  was   no  other 
than  the  flow  and  folemn  Mr.  Dubfter;  "  but  only  to  give  you  a 
.hint  for  your  own   good ;  for  if  you  ftrike  firft,  being  in  his  own 
,houfe,  as  one  may  fay,  he  may  take  the  law  of  you," 

"  The  law  !"  repeated  the  fiery  enfign  ;  "  the  law  was  made  for 
poltroons:  a  man  of  honour  does  not  know  what  it  means." 

"  If  you  taik  at  that  rate,  fir,"  faid  Dubfler,  in  a  low  voice, 
"  it  may  bring  you  into  trouble." 

..    "  And  who  are  you,    fir,  that  take  upon  you  the  pr^fumption 
/to  give  nie  your  opinion." 

"  Who  am  I,  fir  ?  I  am  a  gentlemen,  if  you  muft  needs  know." 

*^  A  gentleman  !  who  made  you  fo?" 

«  Who  made  me  fo?  why  leaving  off  bufinefs!  what  would 
you  have  make  me  fo  ?  you  may  tell  me  if  you  are  any  better,  ^f 
you  come  to  that."  •  ' 

'  Macderfey,  of  an  ancient  and  refpedable  family,  incenfed  paft 
meafure,  was  turning  back  upon  Mr.  £>ubfter  ;  when  the  general, 
taking  him  gently  by  the  hand,  begged  he  would  recolle<ft  himfelf. 

♦'  That's  very  true,  fir,  vtry  true,  general!"  cHed  he,  pro- 
foundly bowing  ;  "  what  you  fay  is  very  true.  I  have  no  right  to 
put  myfeif  into  a  paffion  before  my  fuperior  officer,  unlefs  he  puts 
me  into  it  himfelf;  in  which  cafe  'tis  his  own  fault.  So  I  beg 
your  pardon,  general,  with  all  my  heart.  And  I'll  go  out  of  the 
booth  without  another  half  fyHable,  But  if  ever  I  detect  any  of 
thofe  monkies  mocking  us,  and  wearing  our  feathers,  when  you 
a'n't  by,  I  flia'n't  put  up  with  it  fo  mildly.  I  hope  you'll  excufe 
me,  general."  Vol,  iii.  r,  244. 

The 
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The  obfervations  of  lord  O'Lerney,  on  thofe  finks  of  folly, 
vice,  and  Infamy — watering  places,  are  truly  deferving  the  at- 
tention of  parents — 

"  I  fliould  be  glad,"  continued  his  lordfliip,  "  to  hear  this  young 
lady  were  either  well  eftabliflied,  or  returned  to  her  friends  without 
becoming  an  objeft  of  public  notice.  A  young  woman  is  no  where 
fo  rarely  refpeftable,  or  refpeded,  as  at  thefe  water-drinking  places, 
if  feen  at  them  either  long  or  often.  The  fearch  of  pleafure  and 
diffipation,  at  a  fpot  confecrated  for  reftoring  health  to  the  fick,  the 
infirm,  and  the  fufFering,  carries  with  it  an  air  of  egotifm,  that 
does  not  give  the  mod  pltafant  idea  of  the  feeling  and  diipou- 
tion." 

"  Yet,  may  not  the  fick.  my  lord,  be  rather  amended  than  hurt 
b^  the  fight  of  gaiety  around  them  ?" 

"  Yes,  my  dear  lady  Ifabella ;  and  the  efreft,  therefore,  I  be- 
lieve to  be  beneficial.  But  as  thli>  is  not  the  motive  why  the  ypung 
and  the  gay  feek  thefe  fpots.  It  is  not  here  they  will  find  themfelves 
moft  honoured.  And  the  mixture  of  pain  and  illnefs  with  fplen- 
dor  and  feftivity,  is  (o  unnatural,  that  probably  it  is  to  that  we 
muft  attribute  that  a  young  woman  is  no  whei'e  fo  hardly  judged. 
If  (lie  is  without  fortune, ■  flie  is  'thought  a  female  adventurer,  feek- 
ing  to  fell  herftlf  for  its  attainment  5  if  flie  is  rich,  fi\e  is  fuppofed 
a  willing  dupe,  ready  for  a  ffiare,  and  only  looking  about  for  an 
enfnarcr." 

"  And  yet,  young  womer^  feldom,  I  believe,  my  lord,  merit  this  fe- 
yerity  of  judgment.  They  come  but  hither  in  the  fummer,  as  they 
go  to  London  in  the  winter,  fimply  in  fearch  of  amufement,  without 
any  particular  purpcfe." 

"  True;  but  they  do  not  weigh'what  their  obfervers  weigh  for 
them',  that  the  fearch  of  public  recreation  in  the  winter  is,  from 
long  habit,  permitted  without  cenfure ;  but  that  the  fummer  has 
not,  as  yet,  prcfcription  fo  pofitively  in  its  favour  ;  and  thofe  who, 
after  meeting  them  all  the  winter  at  the  opera,  and  all  the  fpring 
at  Ranelagh,  hear  of  them,  all  the  fummer  at  Cheltenham,  Tun- 
bridge,  &c.  and  all  the  autumn  at  Bath,  are  apt  to  inquire,  when 
is  the  feafon  for  home." 

"  Ah,  my  lord  I  how  wide  are  the  poor  inconfiderate  little  flat- 
terers from  being  aware  of  fuch  a  queftion  1  How  necefTary  to 
youth  and  thoughtleflhefs  is-the  wifdom  of  experience  !" 

'  Why  does  fae  not  come  this  way  r  thought  Edgar;  why  does 
ihe  not  gather  from  thefe  mild,  yet  underftanding  moralifts,  in- 
firuftion  that  might  benefit  all  her  future  life  ? 

"  There  is  nothing,"  faid  lord  O'Lerney,  "  I  more  fincerely 
pity  than  the  dehifions  furrounding  young  females.  The  ftrongeft 
admirers  of  their  eves  are  frequently  the  mol]t,a,uftere  fatirilltof  their 
condud."     Vol.  ili.  p,  348.''.'^''/ *'"        V 

D4  From 
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From  thefe  fpecimens,  the  public  will  perceive  that  they 
will  not  only  derive  much  entertainment  but  inftruflion  from 
the  perufal  of  thefe  volumes.  One  fault  we  muft  recommend 
to  Mrs-  D'Arblay,  to  correal,  in  a  future  edition^ — and  it  is  a 
fault  which  we  alfo  difcovered  in  perufing  her  Evelina : — her 
female  characters  are  too  young  to  zck.  the  part  which  fhe  af- 
figns  them.  The  errors  of  Camilla  are  not  errors  in  one  who 
is  almoft  a  child, — and  the  wifdom,  knowledge,  and  pru- 
dence of  Eugenia  at  fifteen,  are  prepofterous. —  This  objec- 
tion, however,  may  be  eafily  removed ;  and  it  does  not  affe£t 
the  merit  of  the  work,  as  an  admirable  pi£lure  of  modera 
life. 


jin  Enquiry  how  far  the  Punljhmejit  of  Death  is  nece[fary  in 
Pctin/yhania.  IVitb  Notes  and  Illuflrations.  By  Wiliiam 
Bradford^  Efq.  To  which  is  addedy  an  Account  of  the  Goal 
ar.d  Penitentiary  Houfe  of  Philadelphia^  and  of  the  interior 
Aianagement  thereof.  By  Caleb  Lovjnes,  of  Philadelphia. 
%vo.     is.  bd.     Johnfon.     1795. 

'T^HERE  is  fcarcely  any  topic  which  has  been  difcufled  with 
-*■     more  good  fenfe  and  rational  philofophy  than  the  im- 
perfe6l  and  fanguinary  (late  of  criminal  legiflation  in.moft  of 
the  governments  of  Europe.  .  j  ■* 

Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  infufe  principles  of  ame- 
lioration into  the  frightful  mafs  of  penal  law  : — the  criminal 
code  of  Tufcany,  in  particular,  prefents  a  gratifying  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  fuch  efforts,  under 
the  aufpicgs  of  a  judicious  prince: — dill,  however,  thofe. 
countries,  where  the  evil  exifts  in  its  greateft  magnitude, 
have  hitherto  declined  to  adopt  a  fuccefsful  example  of 
pracii^Ti!  remedy;  and  the  well-informed  profcflTors  of  Eng- 
liih  jurilprudence,  while  they  have  admired  the  principles 
and  admitted  the  conclufjons  of  a  Montefquieu  and  a  Becca- 
ria,  have  yet  neglefted  to  urge  with  fplrit  and  perfeverance 
the  neceflity  of  a  reform  in  a  part  of  the  fyftem,  notorioufly 
defective  in  difcrimination,  and  which,  to  defcriptions  of  of- 
fence mofl  fliockingly  numerous,  applies  the  awful  punifli- 
ment  of  death. 

In  feveral  of  the  flates  of  America,  the  reform  of  the  cri- 
minal law  feems  to  have  become  an  object  of  very  ferious  at- 
tention :  the  plans  adopted  for  that  purpofe,  the  practical  af- 
0duity  with  which  they  have  been  purfued,  and  the  degrees  in 
which  they  promife  fucrefs,  may  be  collected  from  the  pre- 
fent  publ. cation.  The  author  (William  Bradford,  efq.)  is 
fiatedj  in  the  Advertiiement  to  the  prefent  edition,  to  be  the 

gentleman 
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gentleman  who  was  formerly  attorney-general  to  the  flate  of 
Pennfylvanla,  and  who  now  fills  the  fame  office  for  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

In  the  Advertifement  to  the  Philadelphia  edition  of  thl^ 
work,  its  origin  and  fcope  are  thus  related— 

'  The  following  Memoir  was  written  at  the  requeft,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  third  day  of  laft 
December.  The  nature  of  this  communication,  as  well  as  the 
neceflity  of  completing  it  by  that  day,  required  brevity  ;  and  a 
more  extended  view  of  the  fubjeft  was,  on  many  accounts,  inex- 
pedient. Hence,  fome  information,  which  might  have  been  pro- 
per in  a  work  dcfigned  for  general  circulation,  was  fupprelfed,  and 
the  experience  of  other  countries  was  rather  glanced  at  than  ex- 
plained. 

'  It  having  been  thought  advifable  to  publifh  this  Memoir  in  its 
prefent  form,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  the  writer  of  making 
fuch  additions  as  nis  other  avocations  would  permit.  Further  time 
would  have  enabled  him  to  furnifh  more  accurate  and  particular  in- 
formation of  the  experience  of  the  other  ftates :  but  thofe  who 
have  interelfed  thenifelves  in  this  publication,  think  it  ought  not 
to  be  any  longer  delayed. 

'  The  additional  information  might  have  been  advantageoufly 
blended  with  the  original  memoir  :  but  as. the  fenate  of  the  com- 
monwealth have  honoured  that  work,  by  placing  it  on  their  jour- 
nals, there  was  a  propriety  in  keeping  it  diftin6t.  The  new  mat- 
ter is  therefore  thrown  into  the  form  of  notes  and  illuftrations  at 
the  end  of  the  memoir ;  a  few  paragraphs  only,  neceflary  to  in- 
troduce the  notes,  being  added  to  the  text. 

*  Although  the  world  has  feen  a  profufion  of  theory  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  the  criminal  law,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  fo  few  writers 
have  been  folicitous  "  to  throw  the  light  of  experience  upon  it.*' 
To  fupply,  in  fome  meafure,  this  defeat ;  to  colledt  the  fcattered 
ravs  which  the  juridical  hiilorv  of  our  own  and  other  countries  af- 
ford,  and  to  examine  how  far  the  maxims  of  philofophy  abide  the 
tefl:  of  experiment,  have,  therefore,  been  the  leading  objefts  of 
this  work.  The  fa(5ts  adduced,  are  ftated  with  as  much  brevity 
as  was  confident  with  clearnefs  ;  and,  as  accuracy  was  indifpenfi- 
ble,  none  have  been  lightly  affumed,  and  few  without  a  coincidence 
pf  authorities. 

'  Philadelphia^   Feb.  a6,    1793.*      P.  3. 

The  track  which  is  here  fo  intelligently  pointed  out,  has 
happily  been  found  to  lead  to  the  moft  falutary  and  defirable 
improvement  in  the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  feveral  of  the 
American  ftates. 

That 
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That  Mr.  Bradford  *,  while  he  has  bcftowed  on  this  fub- 
je(ft  the  practical  attention  of  a  magiflrate,  has  alfo  treated  it 
^vith  the  fpirit  and  precifion  of  a  philofopher,  will  appear  from 
the  following  extracts — 

'  If  capital  piHiifliments  are  aboliflied,  their  place  muft  b-e  fup- 
plied  by  foUtary  imprifonincnt,  hard  labor,  or  ftripes :  and  it  has 
been  oiten  urged,  that  the  apprehenl^on  of  thefe  would  be  more 
ter'rlble  and  impreffive  than  death.  This  may  be  the  cafe  where 
great  inequality  is  eftabliflied  between  the  citizens^  where  the  op- 
preflions  of  the  great  drive  the  lower  clafles  of  fociety  into  penury 
and  defpair,  where  education  is  neglefted,  manners  ferocious,  and 
morals  depraved.  In  fuch  countries — and  fuch  there  are  in  Eu- 
rope— theprofpe^t  of  death  can  be  no  reflraint  to  the  wretch  whofe 
life  is  of  fo  little  account,  and  who  wiHins;Iv  rifles  it  to  better  his 
condition.  But  in  a  nation  where  every  man  is,  or  may  be  a  pro- 
prietor, where  labor  is  bountifully  rewarded,  and  exiftence  is  a 
bk'ffing  of  which  the  pooreft  citizen  feels  the  value,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  death  is  confidered  as  the  heavieft  punifhment  the  law 
can  inflift.'  The  imprefTion  it  makes  on  the  public  mind  is  vifibie 
when  a  criminal  is  tried  for  his  life.  We  fee  it  in  the  general  ex- 
pe.'^ation — in  the  numbers  Xh\l  throng  the  place  of  trial — in  the 
looks  of  the  prifoner — in  the  anxious  attention  and  long  delibera- 
tion of  the  jury,  and  in  the  awful  filence  which  prevails  while  the. 
verdift  is  given  in  by  their  foreman.  All  thefe  announce  the  in- 
eftimable  value  which  is  fet  on  the  life  of  a  citizen.  But  the  reverfe 
of  this  takes  place  when  imprifonment  at  hard  labour  is  the  punilh- 
ment,  and  the  minds  of  all  prefent  are  free  from  the  weight,  which 
opprefTcs  them  during  a  trial  of  a  capital  charge.  The  dread  of 
death  is  natural,  imiverfal,  impreffive  :  and  deftruftion  is  an  idea 
fo  fimple  that  all  can  comprehend  and  eftimate  it  :  while  the  pu- 
nifhment of  imprifonment  and  hard  labor,  fecluded  from  common 
obfervation,  and  confifting  of  many  parts,  requires  to  be  contem- 
plated or  felt,  before  its  horrors  can  be  realized. 

'  But,  while  this  truth  is  admitted  in  the  abftraft,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  the  terror  of  death  is  often  fo  weakened  by  the  hopes 
of  impunity,  that  the  lefs  punifliment  feems  a  curb  as  ftrong  as  the 
greater.  The  profpeft  of  efcaping  detedion,  and  the  hopes  of  an 
acquittal  or  pardon,  blunt  its  operation,  and  defeat  the  expeftations 
of  the  legiflature.  Experience  proves  that  thefe  hopes  are  wonder- 
fully ftrong,  and  they  often  give  birth  to  the  moft  fatal  raflmcfs. 
Through  the  violence  of  the  temptation  the  offender  overlooks  the 
punifhment,  or  fees  it  "  in  diflant  obfcurity."     Few,.who  contem- 


*  It  is  with  regret  wc  find  the  death  of  fo  worthy  and  intelligent  3  charac- 
ter announced  in  recent  accounts  from  America. 


plate 
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plate   the    commiffion  of  a  crime,  deliberately   count   the  coll.* 


p.   7. 


'  In  no  country  can  the  experiment  be  made  with  {0  much  fafe- 
ty,  and  fuch  probability  of  fuccefs,  as  in  the  United  States.  In 
the  old  and  corrupted  governments  of  Europe,  efpecially  in  the 
larger  ftates,  a  reform  in  the  criminal  law  has  real  difficulties  to  en- 
counter. The  multitude  of  offenders,  the  v.nequal  flate  of  focietv, 
the  ignorance,  poverty  and  wreichednefs  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the 
people,  corruption  of  morals,  and  habits  and  manners  formed  un- 
der fanguinary  laws,  make  a  fudden  relaxation  of  punifhment,  in 
thofe  countries,  a  dangerous  experiment.  But  ia  America  every 
thing  invites  to  it :  and  ftrangers  have  exprefTed  their  furprife,  that 
we  {hould  ftiU  retain  the  fevere  code  of  criminal  law,  which,  during 
our  connection  with  Britain,  we  copied  from  her.  *'  I  am  fur- 
prifed,  fays  a  late  traveller  through  America,  that  the  penalty  of 
death  is  not  abolifhed  in  this  country,  where  morals  are  fo  pure,  the 
means  of  living  fo  abundant,  and  mifery  fo  rare,  that  there  can  be 
no  need  of  fuch  horrid  pains  to  prevent  the  commiffion  of  crimes." 
That  thefe  punifhm.ents  ought  to  be  greatly  lefiened,  if  not  totally 
aboliibed,  is  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  moft  enlightened  men  in 
America :  among  thefe  I  may  be  allowed  to  mention  the  refj)e6la- 
ble  names  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  af 
Virginia,  who,  as  a  committee  of  revifion,  in  their  report  to  the 
general  aflembly  of  that  fiate,  recommended  the  abolition  of  capi- 
tal puniftiments  in  all  cales  but  thofe  of  treafon  and  murder:  a  pro- 
pofal,  which,  unfortunately  for  the  interefts  of  humanity,  was  re- 
jected in  the  legiflature  by  a  fingle  vote.'      p.  la. 

The  production  before  us,  though  not  bulky,  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  truly  important :  and  we  conceive  that  our  readers 
will  be  gratif.ed  by  a  larger  extradl,  containing  a  very  intereft- 
ing  *  Hiftorlcal  View  of  the  Criminal  Law  of  Pennfylvania.* 

'  It  was  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  keep  the  laws  of  the  co- 
Jonies  inunifon  with  thofe  of  the  mother  country.  This  principle 
extended  not  only  to  the  regulation  of  property,  but  even  to  the 
criminal  code.  The  royal  charter  to  William  Penn  direfts.  That 
the  laws  of  Pennfylvania  "  refpefting  felonies,  fliould  be  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  England,  until  altered  by  the  a6ts  of  the  future  legif- 
lature,'' who  are  enjoined  to  make  thefe  afts  "  as  near,  as  conve- 
niently may  be,  to  thofe  of  England  :"  and  in  order  to  prevent  too 
great  a  departure,  duplicates  of  all  a6ls  are  directed  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted,  once  in  five  years,  for  the  royal  approbation  or  diflent. 

'  The  natural  tendency  of  this  policy  was  to  overwhelm  an  in- 
fant colony,  thinly  inhabited,  with  a  mafs  of  fanguinary  punifti- 
ments hardly  endurable  in  an  old,  corrupted  and  populous  coun- 
try.    But  the  founder  of  the  province  was  a  philofcpher,  whofe 
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fleratcd  mind  rofe  above  the  errors  and  prejudices  of  his  age,  Hke 
a  nwiiiitain,  whole  fiimmit  is  enlightened  by  the  firll  beams  of  the 
fun,  xvhile  the  phiins  are  ftill  covered  with  mifts  and  darknefs.  He 
cofnprehended,  at  once,  all  the  abfurdity  of  Tuch  a  fyden?.  In  an 
age  of  rehgioiis  intolerance  he  deftroyed  every  reftraint  upon  the 
rij'hfs  of  confeience,  and  infiired  not  merely  toleration,  but  abfo- 
lute  protection,  to  every  religion  under  heaven.  He  aboliflicd  the 
ancient  opprefiion  of  forf'eitures  for, felf-murder,  and  deodands  in 
all  cafes  of  homicide.  He  faw  the  wickednefs  of  externiinating 
where  it  was  poffible  to  reform;  and  the  folly  of  capital  piinifli- 
ments  in  a  country  where  he  hoped  to  eftablifli  purity  of  morals 
and  innocenc-eof  manners.  As  a  philofopher  he  wiflied  to  extend 
the  emj)ire  of  reafon  and  humr'.nity  ;  and,  as  a  leader  of  a  feft,  he 
might  r«fCoIIe»ft  that  the  infliftion  of  death,  in  cold  blood,  couid 
hardly  be  juftified  by  thbfe  who  denied  the  lavvfulnefs  of  defenfive 
V'ar.  He  hafiened,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  fyf- 
tem  which  the  charter  impofed ;  and  among  the  firft  cares  of  his 
adminitlration,  was  that  of  forming  a  fmall,  concife,  but  complete 
code  of  criminal  law,  fitted  to  the  ftate  of  his  new  fettlement  :  a 
code  which  is  animated 'by  the  pure  fpirit  of  philanthropy,  and, 
where  wc  may  difcover  thofe  principles  of  penal  law,  the  elucida- 
tion of  which  has  given  fo  much  celebrity  to  the  philofophy  of 
modern  times.  The  punifliments  prefcribed  in  it  were  calculated 
to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  criminal,  to  reform,  to  repair  the  wrongs 
of  the  injured  party,  and  to  hold  up  an  objeft  of  terror  fufficient 
to  check  a  people  whofe  manners  he  endeavoured  to  fafliion  by 
pi'ovifions  interwoven  ii:  the  fame  fyftem.  Robbery,  burglary,  ar- 
fon,  rape,  the  crime  againft  nature,  forgery,  levying  war  againft 
the  governor,  confpiring  bis,  death,  and  other  crimes,  deemed  fo 
heinous  in  many  countries,  and  for  which  fo  iiiany  thoufends  have 
been  executed  in  Britain,  were  declared  to  be  no  longer  capital. 
Different  degrees  of  imprifonment  a^  hard  lat^our,  ftripes,  fines  and 
forfeitures,  were  the  whole  compafs  of  punilLment  inflided  on 
ibefe  offences.  Murdei",  "  wilful  and  premeditated,"  is  the  only 
crime  for  which  the  infli<flion' of  death  is  prefcribed;  and  this  is 
declared  t6  be  enaded  in  obedience  "  to  the  law  of  God,"  as  though 
there  bad  not  been  any  political  neceffity  even  for  this  punifhment 
oppareat  to  the  legiflature.  Yet  even  here  the  life  of  the  citizen 
was  guarded  by  a  provilion,  that  no  man  fliould  be  convicted  but 
upon  the  tellimony  of  two  witiiefles,  and,  by  an  humane  praftice, 
early  introduced,  of  flaying  execution  till  the  record  of  conviftion 
had  been  laid  before  the  executive,  and  full  opportunity  given  to 
obtain  a  jiardon  of  the  offence  or  a  mitigation  of  the  punidimcnt. 

*  The'i?  laws  were  at  firft  temporary,  but  being,  at  length,  j5er- 
mantntly  enafted,  they  were  tranfmitted  to  England,  and  were  alif, 
without  exception,  repealed  by  the  queen  in  council.  The  righ's 
of  humanity,  however,  vyere  not  tamely  given  up :  the  fame  iaws 
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■were  immediately  re-ena£led,  and  they  continued  until  the  year 
1718,  and  might  have  remained  to  this  day  had  not  high-handed 
meafures  driven  our  anceftors  into  an  adoption  of  the  fanguinary 
llatutes  of  the  mother  country.  During  this  long  fpace  of  thirty - 
five  years,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  mildnefs  of  the  laws  invited 
offences,  or  that  Pennfylvania  was  the  theatre  of  more  atrocious 
crimes  than  the  other  colonies.  The  judicial  records  of  that  day 
are  loft:  but, upon  thofe  of  the  legiflative  or  executive  departments 
and  other  public  papers,  no  complaint  of  their  inefficacy  can  be 
found;  or  any  attempt  to  punifti  thefe  crimes  with  death.  Ou  the 
contrary,  as  thefe  laws  were  temporary,  the  fubje^t  was  often  be- 
fore the  legiflature,  and  they  were  often  re-ena£i:ed  :  which  is  a  de- 
cifive  proof  that  they  were  found  adequate  to  their  objecl. 

'  Under  this  policy  the  province  flourifhed  :  but  during  the  boif- 
terous  adminirtration  of  governor  Gookin,  a  florm  was  gathering 
over  it,  which  threatened  to  fweep  away  not  only  this  fyflem  of 
laws,  but,  with  it,  the  privileges  of  the  people.  The  adminiftra- 
tion  of  government,  in  all  its  departments,  had,  from  the  firli  fet^ 
tJement  of  the  province,  been  conduced  under  the  folemnity  of  an 
atteftation  inftead  of  an  oath.  The  laws  upon  this  fubjeft  were 
repealed  in  England,  and,  by  an  order  of  the  queen  in  council,  all 
officers  and  witnefles  were  obliged  to  take  an  oath,  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  affirmation  allowed  to  Quakers  in  England  by  the  fta- 
iute  oi  William  III.  But  the  aflembly  chofe  to  legiflate  for  them- 
felves  on  this  important  fubjeft  ;  and  this,  together  with  the  refu- 
sal to  adopt  the  Englifn  ftatutes  in  other  cafes,  had  given  offence. 
The  conduct  of  the  aflembly,  in  their  difputes  with  the  governor, 
was  mifreprefented  ;  fufpicions  of  difaffeclion  were  propagated  ^ 
the  declining  health  of  the  proprietor  left  them  without  an  advo- 
cate, and  his  neceffities  threatened  them  with  a  furreader  of  the 
government  into  the  hands  of  the  crown. 

*  At  this  moment  the  Quakers  were  alarmed  with  the  profpect  of 
political  annihilation.  It  was  faid,  that  the  aft  of  i  George  I, 
which  prohibits  an  affirmation  in  cafes  of  qualifications  to  office, 
or  in  criminal  fuits,  extended  to  the  colony  and  fuperfeded  the  an- 
cient laws.  This  conftruftion,  which  was  advocated  by  the  go- 
vernor, and  tended  to  exclude  the  majority  of  the  fettlers  from  all 
offices,  and  even  from  the  proteftion  of  the  law,  threw  the  whole 
province  into  confufion.  The  governor  refufed  to  adminirter  the 
affirmation  as  a  qualification  for  office;  the  judges  refufed  to  fit  in 
criminal  cafes ;  the  adminiftration  ofjuftice  was  fufpended,  and. 
two  atrocious  murderers  remained  in  goal  three  years  without  triaL 
The  alTembly  were  alarmed,  but  they  refolutely  and  forcibly  af« 
ferted  the  rights  of  the  people  :  and  Gookin  was  at  lexigth  re- 
called. 

'  On  the  acceffion  of  fir  William  Keith  a  temporary  calm  took 
place;  the  criminals  were  convicted  under  the  old  fornis  oi  pro- 
ceeding, 
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ceeding,  and  executed  agreeably  to  their  fentence.  A  reprefcnta* 
tion  and  complaint  of  this  was  made  to  the  crown  ;  and  the  aflem- 
blv  were  panic  ftruck  with  the  intelligence.  They  trembled  for 
their  privileges — they  were  weary  of  the  tonteft  which  had  fo  long 
agitated  them,  and  impatient  to  obtain  any  regular  adminiflration 
of  jultice  confiftent  with  their  fundamental  rights. 

'  Thev  had  been  alfured  by  the  governor,  that  the  beft  way  to 
fecure  the  favor  of  their  tovereign  was  to  copy  the  laws  of  the  mo- 
ther country, — "the  Aim  and  refult  of  the.  experience  of  ages." 
The  advice  was  purfued  :  a  refolution  to  extend  fiich  of  the  Britifli 
penal  ftatutes,  as  fiiited  the  province,  was  fuddenly  entered  into. 
An  act  for  this  purpofe  (containing  a  provifion  to  fecure  the  right 
of  affirmation  to  luch  as  confcientioufly  fcrupled  an  oath)  was 
drawn  up  bv  David  Lloyd,  the  chief  juftice,  and,  together  with  a 
petition  to  the  crown,  was  pafled  in  a  hw  days. 

*  So  anxious  were  they  to  conform,  that  they  not  only  furren- 
dered  their  ancient  fyftem,  but  left  it  to  the  Britifh  parliament  to 
legiflate  for  them,  in  future,  upon  this  fubjeft  :  and  fo  humbled 
that  they  departed,  in  their  petition,  from  their  ufual  ftile,  and  di- 
refted  the'u*  fpeaker  to  folicit  the  veftry  and  fome  members  of  the 
church  of  England  to  join  in  a  fimilar  addrel's.  The  facrifice  was 
accepted,  and  the  privilege  of  affirmation,  fo  anxioufly  defired, 
was  confirmed  by  the  royal  fancflion. 

*  Thus  ended  this  humane  experiment  in  legiflation,  and  the 
fiime  year,  which  faw  it  expire,  put  a  period  to  the  life  of  its  be- 
nevolent author. 

*  The  royal  approbation  of  this  aft  was  triumphantly  announced 
by  the  governor,  and  fuch  was  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  its  privi- 
leges fecured,  that  the  province  did  not  regret  rtie  price  that  it 
paid. 

*  By  this  aft,  which  is  the  bnfis  of  our  criminal  law,  the  fol- 
lowing offences  were  declared  to  be  capital :  high  treafon  (includ- 
ing all  thofe  treafons  which  refpeft  the  coin)  petit  treafon,  murder, 
robbery,  burglary,  rape,  fodomy,  buggery,  malicious  maiming, 
manflaughter  by  ftabbing,  witchcraft  and  conjuration,  arfon,  and 
every  other  felony  (except  larceny)  on  a  fecond  conviftion.  The 
ftatute  of  James  I.  refpefting  baliard  children,  was  extended,  in  al! 
its  rigor,  and  the  courts  were  authorized  to  award  execution  forth- 
with. 

*  To  this  lift,  already  too  large,  were  added,  at  fiibfequcnt  pe- 
riods, counterfeiting  and  uttering  counterfeit  bills  of  credit,  coun- 
terfeiting any  current  gold  or  filver  coin,  and  the  crime  of  arfon 
was  extended  io  as  to  include  the  burning  of  certain  public  build- 
ings. All  thefe  crimes,  except,  perhaps,  the  impoffible  one  of 
witchcraft,  were  capital  at  the  revolution. 

'  We  perceive,  by  this  detail,  that  the  feverity  of  our  crimmal 
law  is  an  exotic  plant,  and  not  the  native  growth  of  Pennfyivania. 
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It  has  been  endured,  but,  I  believe,  has  never  been  a  favorite. 
The  religious  opinions  of  many  of  our  citizens  were  in  oppofitioji 
to  it ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  principles  of  Beccaria  were  difTeminiUed, 
they  found  a  foil  that  was  prepared  to  receive  thenti.  During  onr 
connexion  with  Great  Britain  no  reform  wa-s  attempted :  but,  as 
foon  as  we  feparated  from  her,  the  public  fcntiment  difclofed  itfelf, 
and  this  benevolent  undertaking  was  enjoined  by  the  conftitution. 
This  was  one  of  the  firll:  fruits  of  liberty,  and  confirms  the  remark 
of  Montefquieu,  "  That,  as  freedom  advances,  the  feverity  of  tiitS 
perullaw  decreafes."'    p.  14. 

"We  have  received  much  plea  Cure  In  perufing  the  whole  of 
this  valuable  publication  : — in  a  rifing  community  like  that  of 
America,  there  is  great  room  for  experiment  on  the  moll  im- 
portant part  of  the  legal  obligations  which  are  connedled 
with  fociety  ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  wifdom  of 
the  governors  of  the  nezu  %uorld  will  improve  fuch  folemu 
opportunities,  and  that  a  fuccefsful  refult  will  infufe  the  ani- 
mation of  example  into  moil  of  the  governments  of  Europe. 


The  Purfuits  of  Literature y  or  What  you  nvilf:  a  Sat'r'ical 
Poem  in  Dialogue.  Part  the  Firfl.  410.  2s.  Setvcdy  Owen. 
1794. 

'TpHE  pen  of  the  fatirlft  Is  fliarp, — his  verfe  fpirited  and  flow- 
•*•  ing,  tliough  neither  raifed  to  dignity  nor  poliflied  into 
harmony  ;  the  objedts  of  his  cenfure  are  fometimes  pointed: 
out  by  tafte  and  judgment,  and  not  unfrequently  by  a  fpirit  of 
party.  The  notes,  which  the  author  twice  exprefles  his  d^- 
fire  that  the  reader  v/ill  pafs  over  till  a  fecond  perufal  of  the 
poem  (a  demand  upon  his  attention  which  fome  may  think 
unreafonable),  are  various,  entertaining,  and  full  of  the  fame 
keen  fpirit  of  criticifm,  which  animates  the  poetic  half  of  the 
work.  They  are  indeed  fo  copious,  as  to  rival  rather  than  elu- 
cidate the  text:  and  as  they  fnow  a  good  deal  of  various  read- 
ing, they  require  not  a  little  to  underiland  them.  As  a  proof 
of  the  fpirit  of  party  we  have  mentioned,  the  i^eader  may 
obferve,  that  the  author  takes  all  due  care  to  fliow  his  admira- 
tion for  Mr.  Burke,  and  his  abhorrence  for  Proteus  PrieJIUy^ 
as  he  calls  him,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  democratical  writers 
both  in  England  and  France,  from  whom,  however,  we  can- 
rK>t  have  much  to  apprehend,  fmce  Mr.  Burke,  he  tells  us, 
*  greater  and  brighter  in  the  decline  than  the  noonday  of  his 
life  and  vigour,  hath  flood  betvv'cen  the  dead  and  the  living, 
and  llayed  the  plague.'  At  the  elegant,  though  (it  muft  be 
confelTed)  fomewhat  whimfical,  poem  of  Dr.  Darwin,  our 
fatiriil.  has  a  ilroke — 

*  What? 
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*  What? — from  the  Mufe,  by  cryptogamic  flealth^ 

Muft  I  purloin  her  native  fterling  wealth  ; 

Itching  for  novel  fiibiefts,  novel  dreams, 

Roule  great  Linnccus  from  his  fober  themes  ; 

In  filmy,  gawzy,  gofl'amery  lines. 

With  lucid  language,  and  moll  dark  defigns, 

In  fweet  tctrandryan,  monogynian  ftrains 

Pant  for  a  pyftill  in  botanic  pains; 

On  the  luxurious  lap  of  Flora  thrown, 

On  beds  of  vieldina  veeietable  down, 

Raife  lufl  in  pinks  ;  and  withunhallow'd  fire 

Bid  the  foft  virgin  violet  expire.'     p.   14. 

The  Royal  Society  comes  in  for  a  dafli  of  his  pen  :  but  his 
chief  ftrength  feems  to  be  referved  for  the  grave  black-letter 
critics  of  Shakfpeare  ;  among  whom  we  cannot  help  thinking 
that  a  certain  celebrated  lady  is  mentioned  rather  unneceflarily 
and  ill-naturedly.  We  fhall,  however,  give  the  paflage,  and 
U'ith  it  conclude  our  notice  of  the  work — 

'  On  Avon's  banks  I  heard  Aitaeon  *  mourn. 
By  fell  BLACK-LETTER  DOGS  in  pieces  torn; 
Dogs  that  from  Gothic  kennels  eager  ftart, 
All  well  broke-in  by  coney- catching  f  art  : 

Hark, 


*  *  Videre  cane';  primufque  Mnampus, 

Fampha^ui  et  Dorceus.  velox  cum  fratre  Lyctfca, 

Jchnobatefque  fagax  et  villis  j^/bolus  atris, 

JSJ^ebrof  bono  [que  valcns  et  tnix  cum  Latlape  Theron, 

Labres  et  Agriodoi,   et  acut%  VOCIS  Hylaiiar, 

Quofque  rcterrcmora  eft  ; — ea  tiirba  cupidine  V7.s.nz, 

Qua  via  difRcilis,  quaque  eji  •via  nulla,  fequuntur. 

Hcu  faroulosfugit  ipse  (uos:  clamare  libebat, 

AcTJEON  Egofum;  DoMiNuM  cognofcite  vestrum: 

Vellct  abejj's  quidttn — fed  adest.  Ovid. Metam.  lib.  lii. 

•  N.  B.  It  is  conceived  that  this  canine  metamorphoCs  of  commentators  will 
lie  received  in  a  pleafant  point  of  view  without  offence  •,  for  I  muft  fpeak  it  to 
the  credit  of  our  Englifh  black-letter  dogs,  that  upon  the  whole  there  is  more 
harmony  among  them,  (a  few  cafes  excepted)  than  among  the  dogs  that  wor- 
ried Greek  and  Roman  authors  in  former  times.  I  furely  may  be  excufed  for 
this  caninity,  if  Mr  Bryant  himfelf  has  been  allowed  to  declare,  without  cen- 
fure,  that  Kuvtc  fignify  Oi  Upsij :  though  certainly  the  Hierarchy  are  iofinitely 
indebted  to  him  for  the  difcovery.     Bryant's  Mythol.  vol.  i.  p.  ,329,  &c. 

'  •}•  The  Angularity  of  this  term  (which  is  the  only  reafon  of  my  introducing 
It)  Called  for  my  attention,  as  no  treatifesor  farces,  or  whatever  they  may  be, 
are  more  appealed  to  by  the  commentators  than  "  Greene's  ^rt  of  Coney- 
eatching  ;  Greene's  Gr9und--uiork  of  Coney-catching;  Greene's  Defence  of  Coney- 
cutcoing  ;  Greene's  Difputation  beiiveen  a  He-Coney-catcher  and  a  Shc-Coney-catchdr.^' 
As  my  poor  library  will  not  afford  thefe  valuable  book?,  1  profefs  myfelf  ftill 
il^nnrant  of  this  ancient  art  of  coy.ey- catching,  and  therefore  am  by  no  means  fit 
for  a  commentator  j  yet  the  reader  may  perhaps  think  me  fit  for  writing  a  note 
or  two  upon  thefe  "  Snappers  up  of  dnoonsideked  trifles."  (Wint.Tale, 
a.  4.  fc.  i.^— T-I  do  :;ot  agree  with  Mr.  Steevens  that  eoney-catching  means  the  art 
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Hark,  Johnson  *  fmacks  his  lafli  ;  loud  founds  the  din: 
Mounted  in  rear  fee  Ste evens  tv/iipper-i?!, 
Rich  with  the  fpoils  of  learning's  Hack  domain, 
And  guide  fuprenie  o'er  all  the  tainted  plain, 
Lo  I  firfl:  Melampus  f  Farmer  deftly  fprings, 
(Walter-de-Mapes  X  his  fire)  the  welkin  rings  : 
Stout  Gloucester  ||  mark  in  Pamphagm^  advance, 
Who  nevtr  flood  aghaji  in  fpeeckhfs  trance, 
The  fa^e  Ichnolates  %  fee  Tyrwhitt  limp  ; 

Ma. 


1 

rf  phi'tfg pochets ;  (fee  his  note  on  the  words  "  Silly  Cheat,"  vol.  iv.  p.  36S,ed. 
1 778)— except  there  is  any  pieafanc  allufion  by  anticipation  to  fome  late  editions 
of  Shakfpeare.  My  poor  foe  Lis  cannot  keep  up  wi:h  tbefe  >'/ing  danatids  upon 
them.  Six  pounds  fifteen  shh.lings  !!  for  th'ji.jft  edition  of  Sh.ikrpeaie, 
and  without  any  binding  !  1  cry  you  mercy,  my  good  mailer  Stecvens;  think 
of  M^ poor  pr.ets. 

'  *  The  reader  muft  know  enough  of  this  Hunifman,  his  green  velvet  cap, 
and  brown  brafs-buttoned  coat,  his  churli(h  chidinp;  of  every  hound  that  came 
near  hitr.,  &c.  &c.  at  leaft  it  is  not  Jemmy  Bofwcll''  fault  if  he  does  n'lt.  -This 
great  man's  comnr.ents  on  Sha-ifpenre  are  never  fullied  and  contaminated  w^ih 
rnimtfc  explications  of  indecent  paiTages  : 

•  He  bears  no  tokens  of  thofe  fable  ftreams, 
But  mounts  far  off  among  the  fwans  of  Thames. 

In  whatever  Dr.  Johrf in  undertor-k,  it  was  his  deteimined  purpofe  to  refiify 
the  heart,  to  purity  the  paflions,  to  give  ardour  to  •virtue  and  confidence  to  truth. 

•  f  Melampus  fiiinifies  a  d'  g  with  black  ftL-t.  He  is  fuppofed  to  have  run 
over  the  town  and  couuty  of  Ldcefcr,  but  •  .:ver  could  be  p.-rfuaded  'a  p-lve 
any  account  of  it.  —  This  dog  fcented  out  the  Learning  of  Shahfpeare  wiih.  true  and 
original  fagacity,  andabfoiutely  unkennelled -X.  This  i-  Paj  proper  praife.  —  Mr. 
Steevens  fays,  '*  Could  a  pcrfeSi  ^ud.  decifi'V,-  edition  of  Shakfpeare  be  produced, 
St  were  to  be  expected  on  ly  (though  we  fea:  in  vi'n)  fiom  the  hand  of  Dr. 
Farmer,  whofc  more  serious  avocations  yi/W  Him  ■>  undertake  what, 
&c.  &c."  See  Advert,  by  Mr.  Steevens  to  SI  akfp-fare,  edit.  1775,  P-  ^l. 
^■a(:\i  gravity  of  co?nplimer:ts  between  two  editoi^s  'cnundsme  of  whatShakfp>-are 
calls,  "  TheEncounter.  of  two  Doc  Ap:  ." 

<  i  Walter  de  Mapes  was  the  jov.  J  archdeacon  of  Oxford,  the  Anacreon  ol 
the  eleventh  century,  "  A  decent  prieft,  ivhere  fp.onkies  ii'ere  tbe  godsy^'  and  author 
of  the  divine  ode,  beginning  : 

««  Mihi  fit  prop'jfitum  in  taberna  mori ; 
Vinum  fit  appofitu.-n  morieutis  ori, 
Ut  dlcant,cum  venerint,  angelorum  chori, 
' Deus  fit propitiui  huic  Potatori,'"  &c. 

•  11  Stout  Gloucefer — Warburton,  bifhop  of  Gloucefter. 

•  Q  Pamphagui — 'fignifies  a  dog  of  a  moft  voraciou'^  appetite,  who  fnansat 
and  devours  every  thing  digeftible  IT  indigeftlble.  They  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  Ditiine  Legation,  &c.  &c.  well  know  the  nature  of  Warburton's  literary 
appetite  and  the  danger  of  hunting  in  the  fime  field  with  him.  With  all  his 
eccentricities  this  was  a  roble  dog,  and  there  is  rot  one  of  the  true  breed  lei't 
v;f Tthy  of  the  progenitor,  though  there  are  a  few  mongrels. 

'  1  Ichnohates  means  a  dog  wlio  tracks  out  the  game  bcl'ore  him.  No  one  was 
mori;  r'iligent  than  this  dog,  yet  he  frequently  wert  upon  a  wrong  fcent;  but 
wonld  never  fuffcr  the  huctfman  to  call  him  oti',  efpeciajly  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Canterbury  and  Brifol. —  II  1  were  again  to  metamorphofc  thcfe  hound* 
into  men,  [   fliould  lament  the   applicati.  n   of  Mr.   Tyrwlntt's  learnng  ai'd 
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IMalo:te  Hylailor  **  bounds,  a  clear-volc'd  imp; 
Nor  can  I  pafs  Lydfca  Montague  *, 
Her  yelp  though  feeble  and  her  fandals  blue; 
Jijbolv.s  \  Hawkins,  a  grim  flKi<^i!;v  hound, 
In  Mujic  growls  and  be;its  the  huflies  round  %\ 
Then  PoRsoN  view  TSehrophonos  §  the  flirev^'d  f|. 
Yet  foaming  with  th'  archdeacon's  %  critic  blood  ; 


In 


fegacity.  **  Wlwm  pro  literato  plerique  lauJandnm  duxerunt,  ^xxMm  iV.t  naniii 
quibujdam  anil'tbus  occiipatus  inter  MHefia!  Punicas  ApuLEU  su  I  et  ludicra  litcra- 
ria  confeiicfceret."  (Vid.  Julium  Capitolinum  in  Vita  Clodii  Albini  ad  Con- 
ftantium  Au;riifl:iim  ;).  I  will  however  fay,  a'-tomy  own  part,  Ilium  pro  li- 
terato  laudandum  femper  duxi,  but  with  a  referve  as  to  the  application  of  his 
learning.      I  wifh  this  IchnoLates  had  been  titilium  fipJAX  reium. 

(  **  HylaBor  means  a  dooj  with  a  clear  and  ftron^:  voi  e.  One  wou'd  think 
that  this  doer  was  one  of  Canidia's  breel,  which  called  from  the  fcpulchre  the 
aiflual  remains  of  the  dead  to  enchant  and  flupefy  the  1  ring  This  dop  has 
been  fcratchinp  up  the  earth  about  DcSiors  Commons,  and  has  torn  up  all  the  loilU 
of  the  adtors  who  lived  in  Shakfpeare's  times,  and  cairied  them  in  his  mouth 
to  the  printer  of  a  late  edition  of  that  au'hor.  — But  when  I  fpeak  of  rational 
men,  it  paffes  the  bounds  of  all  fagacity  to  divine.  l>y  what  i'pccic>  of  refined 
abfurdity  the  -wi/  s  and  tejlaments  of  aSiors  could  he  raked  up  and  publiflied  to  il- 
/«y/>-.7/(f  Shakfpcare.  ^See  Maloiio's  Shakfpeare,  vol.  ii  p.  i86,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
and  in  the  2d  vol.  of  the  edit,  of  Shakfpeare,  in  1793.)  A  critic  for  fuch  an 
ingenious  invention  fhould  be  prefented  with  the  altum  Sc^gance  caliendri!m,yvh.\ch. 
would  notealily  fall  from  his  head. — But  Mr.  M.  has  redeemed  this  piece  of 
folly  by  many  valuable  excellencies. 

'  *  See  her  Eflay  ori  Shakfpeare,  chiefly  againft  the  French  critics.  Avery 
pretty  efTay,  and  a  great  many  very  ]>refty  things  have  been  foid  about  it, 
which  Ilhallnot  Contradi(5l.  "  Dives  ajrris,  di-vespojitisinfenorenummis,^^  is  a 
Vtrfe  that  has  always  filled  a  houfe  with  fmcere  admirers,  ivithout  any  flattery. 

'  f  Afaolus  fignifies  a  dog  of  k  fwartliy  cr.mplexion 

'  \  Beats  the  bujhes  round — Dtfcriptive  of  Sir  John  Hawkins's  Hiftory  of 
Mufic. 

'  §  Nebrophonos  fignifies  a  dog  that  flays  the  fawns  and  deer ;  and  fo  in  truth 
it  is: 

*   Archdeacons,  rats,  and  fnch  fmall  deer, 
Have  been  Dick's  food  for  many  a  year. 

And,  as  Lear  fays,  <'  I'll  take  a  word  witli  this  fame  learned  TheBan.  My 
Jearned  Tnafler  Richard  Porfon  : — but  he  loves  notithi  !  It  would  be  better  if  he 
did. 

'  jl  Shreivd. — Pvlr.  Malnne  fays,  t]\e  word  y3rf7c^  means  acute,  or  inte!/i-:^crf  i 
Mr.  Steevens  fay?,  it  is,  biiier  or  fe-vere.  .Shak'p.  Ed.  1793,  vol.  vi.  j>.  43a. 
Reader,  you  may  chufe,  or  rarher  combine  the  terms. 

'  5  The  reader  may  be  furprifed  to  find  any  theological  writings  in  this  part ; 
tut  Mr.  Steevcns's  ingenuity  has  coittrived  to prefs  Mr.  Porfon  s  lettcs  to  Mr. 
archdeacon  Travis  inio  the  fer-vice  of  Shaklpeare ;  and  by  fuch  ingenuity  ivho  or 
•what  may  not  he  pre/pd  into  it .'  This  is  quite  a  fufficient  excufe  for  me,  or  ra- 
ther a  full  juflificati'in  of  my  a'lufion  to  them.  See  Tenipcft,  vol.  ii'.  p  68. 
Steev.  edit.  T793.  Mr.  Steevens  fliles  Mr.  P.  ^' an  excellent  fcholar  and  a perffi' 
cacisus  critic;'"  in  which  I  mofl:  cordially  agree.  But,  if  I  am  rightly  in:ormed, 
he  thinks  neither  Mr.  Steevens,  nor  me,  f'Or  Dr.  Parr,  nor  Dr.  Burncy  the 
fchooimafler,  nor  any  ether  dntftor  or  mifter  in  this  country,  for  any  opi'tion 
they  may  entertain  or  exprefs  of  him  or  his  works.  He  i;eithcr  gives  nor  rake.';. 
"  IValier,  aur  hat?' — But  there  is  a  fomethirg,  as  I  have  learned  from  H'  race 
of  great  mcr>,  "  quod  lene  tormentum  ingenio  admovet  plerumque  duro."" 
I  find  the  archdeacon  has  re-publifhed  his  work,  and  in  my  opi  )ioii  has  very 
wifely  declined  being  led iny  more  by  Dick  and  ths/oul-^e»d  "  through  firt, 

and 
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tn  Therofi's  *  form  marlcRiTsoN  next  contend, 

Fierce,  meagre,  pale,  no  commentator's  f  friend  ; 

Tom  Warton  lafl:  Agriodos  %  acute, 

With  Labros  Percy  §  barks  in  clofe  purfuit  : 

Hot  was  the  chace  ;  I  left  it  out.  of  breath  ; 

I  wifli'd  not /o  be  in  at  Shakspe are's  death.'     p.  34. 
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5^.  Boards.     Prieflley.     i794- 

'"pHE  late  king  of  Sweden,  aware  of  the  errors  and  imper- 
■^  fe£lions  which  abounded  in  the  various  verfions  of  the 
Bible,  and  particularly  in  that  of  his  own  country,  formed  a 
tlefign  of  procuring  a  new  one,  to  be  publifhcd  under  his  own 
authority  and  fan£lion.  The  plail  was  communicated  to  thofe 


and  through  flame  and  whirlpool,  q'er  bog  and  quagmire,  and  having  knives 
laid  under  his  pillow,  &c."  But  the  archdeacon  has  had  the  weaknefs  to  print 
his  work  on  a  zuire-iuave paper  and  hot-prsffed.  Had  I  been  the  archdeacon,  I 
ftould  have  beep,  contented  with  the  hot-prcjpng  by  Mr.  Porfon — hot  indeed, 
hiJ[ing-hot ! — This  coritroverly  has  no  good  end  :  learning  is  good,  and  theolo- 
gy is  good  ;  but  there  is  fomething  better,  H  hya-nn.  There  is  alfo  a  writer 
who  fays,  Karaxtti/p^^aTttj  EAE02  jtp:cr£&)f.  Is  it  not  fo,  Mr.  ProftfTor? 
«  *  Theron  fignitics  a  dog  of  innate  ferocity. 

<  f  Poor  T'jm  Warton  could  have  told  a  piteous  tale,  how  hh  hifloric  body  tuat 
punched  full  of  deadly  holes  by  this  literary  Richard  Illd.— Dr.  Percy  could  make 
a  lamentation  or  two  in  fome  ancient  ditty  in  2. Jit  or  canto.  Mr.  Malone  pro- 
bably has  felt  a  gripe  rather  ftroiig.  The  Antiquarians — but  they  have  fpoken 
for  themjelves.  The  Antiquarian  Society  is  amiable  and  harmlefs,  and  from  what 
1  havefecn,  their  publications  refemble  the  fubjeds  of  them,  Nexuwy  AMENHNA 
xajDva.    Who  could  wifli  to  diflurb  fuch  repofe  ? 

'  \  Agriodai  fignifii  s  a  dog  with  a  (harp  tooth. — I  always  regret  the  lofs  of 
Thomas  Warton  :  in  his  various  writings  he  is  amufing,  inftrudlive,  pleafant, 
learned,  and  poetical. — Tom  Warton  had  rather  a  kindly  affe<5lion  for  the  jo- 
vial memory  of  archdeacon  Walter  de  Mapes  of  the  eleventh  century,  men- 
tioned for  his  drinking  ode  in  a  former  note.  Mr,  W.  tells  us,  (with  a  warm 
panegyric")  in  his  id  DilTtrt.  to  the  Hid.  of  E.  P.  that  this  divine  Anacreon 
wrote  atfo  a  Latin  ode  in  favour  of  married  fiieits,  concluding  with  thz^cfpi'* 
rited  lines ; 

«  Ecce  pro  Ckrids  multura  allsgavi ; 

Ncc  non  pro  Prefbyteris  multum  comprobavi; 

Pater  noller  pro  me  quoniam  peccavi, 

Dicat  quifque  Prcfbyter  cum  Jua  Suavi  ! 

*  I  quote  this  for  my  otvn  fake,  quoniam  peccavi ^  and  am  inclined  to  hope  that 
every  Prefbytar  cum  fua  SuAvi,  will  be  ai  kind  to  the  author  of  this  poem  oa 
THE  Pursuits  OF  Literature.     Rcquiei'cat ! 

'  §  Labros  fignifies  a  dog  that  opens  continually. — But  I  forget — Si  quis  dix- 
erit  Episcgpum  aliqud  infrmitate  laboraie,  anathema  efto. — And  thus  1  take  my 
leave  of  the  whole  black-letter  KENNEL,  with  all  their  wit,  and  all  their  fol- 
lies, and  all  their  merry  humours;  and  they  may  both  now  and  hereafter,  un- 
awed  by  their  great  Huntsman  who  is  no  more,  and  moft  probably  unmolefted 
by  me,  continue  to  bark  and  growl,  and  fnap,  and  quarrel,  and  teaze  one  an- 
other, till  there  remains  not  a  critical  oilal  for  which  they  may  contend.  Et 
vslut  abfcntim  ccrtatim  Ag•r-SO^A  elament. 

£  2  perfons 
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perfons  In  his  dominions,  bed  qualified  to  give  it  efFe£l:,  und 
amongft  the  reft  to  John  Adam  Tingftadius,  D.  D.  and  pro- 
feflbr  of  the  oriental  languages  in  the  univerfity  of  Upfal, 
than  whom  few  could  be  found  more  competent  to  the  work. 
Of  this  he  had  given  proofs  to  his  countrymen  in  a  verfion  of 
the  Proverbs,  in  the  year  1774,  ^nd  above  five  years  fince  in 
that  of  the  Pfalms,  from  which  this  before  us  is  taken.  The 
plan  upon  which  he  proceeded,  is  thus  detailed  in  his  Pre- 
face— 

*  In  humble  obedience  to  the  royal  inftruftions  ifliied  out,  for 
the  conimifTion  for  tranflating  the  Bible,  in  the  year  1772,  I  made 
it  a  point,  firft,  to  eftablifli  the  true  reading  of  the  original  text  j 
— fecondly,  to  exprefs  in  their  pure  aiid  unadulterated  meaning, 
the  contents  and  tn:e  {tn[e  of  the  words  of  the  text  by  Swedifli 
phrafes  of  fimilar  import ;— thirdly,  when  fuch  words  and  phrafes 
occurred,  as  had  feveral  fignifications,  to  find  out  the  true  one  for 
each  pafllige  j — fourthly,  whenever  any  peculiar  modes  of  expref- 
fion  or  idioms  prefented  thenifelves-,  the  literal  tranflation  of  which 
m'ght  bring  with  it  any  f7ngularity  or  inexplicable  obfcurity,  to 
exprefs  fuch  paflages  \vith  other  words,  fo  plainly  and  briefly,  that 
the  energy  and  force  of  the  fcripture-language  might  not  be  loft  j 
— fifthly,  with  refpeft  to  fuch  words  in  the  original  as  relate  to  eafc- 
ern  antiquities,  manners,  or  cuftoms,  to  tranflate  them  in  faft  li- 
terally, but  at  the  fame  time  to  explain  them  by  note ; — and  fixth- 
jy,  as  much  as  was  pofTible,  and  in  as  far  as  it  could  be  reconciled 
to  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  original,  to  retain  the  old  Swedifli  tranf- 
lation. 

*  With  all  this  he  tells  us,  that  "  he  did  not  negle'd  to  compare 
with  the  original  not  only  the  mofi;  ancient  verfions  of  the  Bible 
made  in  various  eaftern  languages,  but  aUb  the  interpretations  of 
fcripttire  and  other  philological  performances  of  fimilar  import,  that 
have  appeared  in  more  modern  times,  in  different  nations  in  Eu- 
rope."    p.  iv. 

It  is  obferved  by  the  Englifh  tranflator  i\\-&i — 

*  If,  as  in  many  inftances,  no  doubt  they  will,  the  Pfahr.s  of 
t)avid,  in  their  prefent  garb,  fhould  appear  to  differ  enentially  from 
what  we  have  hitherto  been  taught  to  confider  as  the  real  fentimentj 
of  the  royal  pfalmift,  it  is  prefumed  that  the  alledged  difference  will 
not  only  have  the  advantage  of  fenfe  and  found  reafon  on  its  fide, 
but  be  Hkewife  found  tocorrefpond  more  faithfully  with  the  origin- 
al text.  And  we  have  the  learned  profeiTor's  own  authority  for 
informing  the  public,  that  the  philological  arguments  upon  which 
he  grounds  this  difference  in  his  verlion,  will  very  fliortly  appear  in 
print  for  the  behoof  of  thofe  readers,  who  wifli  to  judge  for  them- 
felves,  and  to  compare  the  verfion  with  the  original '     p.  v. 
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Tf  it  be  mfeparable  from  the  very  nature  of  tranflatlon,  that 
Come  chara6leriftics  of  the  original  muft  be  loft  or  impaired, 
in  a  double  tranflation  the  evil  will  increafe  ;  the  work  there- 
fore before  us  muft  appear  to  conGderable  difadvantage. 
Notwithftanding  this,  however,  it  will  be  found  of  confider- 
able  ufe  to  thofe  who  cannot  read  the  verfion  in  rhe  Swedifh  ; 
for,  befides  many  excellent  turns  which  iliuftrate  the  fenfe, 
the  notes  abound  with  judicious  remarks. 

That  our  readers  may  be  enabled  to  judge,  the  following 
fpecimen  is  inferted — 

*  PSALM    LXVIIT. 
On  occajion  cf  the  rert^oval  of  the  Ark  of  the  covenant  to  Zion,  ivith 

folemn  procefjion  and  niufc,  of  luhich   mention  is  jnade  in  II,  Sam. 

chap.  vi.  ver.  12  and  19.  and  I.  Chron.  chap.  xv.  ver.  25.  and 

29.      They  fang  the  fpecial  proteSlion^  afforded  by  the  Almighty  to 

Jiis  people^  his  poller  and  his  glory. 

'  A  feftal  Pfalm  of  David,  to  be  performed  wjth  Mufic. 

*  I .  Let  God  arife  *  ! 
Let  his  enemies  be  fcattered  ! 
May  thofe  that  hate  him 
flee  before  his  face  ! 

'  2.  As  fmoke  is  driven  away, 
fo  may  they  be  driven  I 
As  wax  melteth  before  the  fire, 
fo  perifli  the  evil  doers 
before  the  face  of  God  !  ^ 

'  3.  But  let  the  righteous  be  glad, 
and  rejoice  before  him,  * 

and  celebrate  their  folemn  feftivals ! 

CHORUS. 

*  4.  -Sing  unto  God  f  ! 
Sing  the  praife  of  his  name  ! 
Prepare  the  way  before  him, 
who  rideth  over  the  fpaces  %  of  the  defarts; 
whofe  name  is  Eternal, 

*  5.  Rejoice  before  him  ; 
of  the  fatherlefs  a  father; 
of  the  widows  an  avenger  ; 
a  God, 

whofe  habitation  is  holy  : 

'  *  Here  the  ark  is  lifted  up  to  be  borne  by  the  priefts.  The  fong  begins 
with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  were  cuftomary  in  ancietJt  times,  when  the  ark 
was  carried  before  the  hofl  of  the  Ifraelites,  during  their  march  through  the 
wildernefs.     Vid.  Numb.  chap.  x.  ver.  35. 

'  f  Here  it  feems,  the  proccfilon  was  ufhered  in  by  the  mufic  of  the  inflru- 
ment?,  meutioned  in  1.  Chron.  chap.  xv. 

'  f  By  this,  the  pnet  feems  to  imply  the  fame  imineafurablc_^(?<r«  of  heaven, 
which  the  Moll  High  is  faid  «o  ride  over,  in  verfe  35. 

,      E  5  '  6.  A 
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*  6.  A  God, 

who  giveth  harbour  to  the  houfelefs  : 

who  leadefh  the  opprefled  prifoner  out  into  rich  fields, 

but  letteth  the  workers  of  violence  alone 

inhabit  the  barren  rock. 

*  7.  When  thou  didft  lead  forth  thy  people  *, 
O  God  ! 

when  thou  didfl  march  majeftically 
through  the  wildernefs, 

*  8.  The  earth  fhook  : 
the  heavens  melted 
before  the  Omnipotent : 
Even  Sinai  itfelf 

before  God, 

the  God  of  Ifrael. 

'  9.  A  mild  rain  didft  thou  let  fall, 
OGod! 

and  refrefhedft  the  foil  of  thy  inheritance  f 
that  languiftiing  land; 

'  10.  So  that  thy  dependants  i 
could  inhabit  it. 
With  thy  bounty 

didft  thou  refrelh  an  opprefled  people, 
O  God! 

'   II.  A  joyful  meflage  did  the  Lord  fend  : 
great  rrftjltitudes  of  female  meflengers  §. 

'   12.  Kings  with  their  hofts 
flee  hither,  flee  thither  ; 
and  the  houfewife  divideth  thefpoil  \\. 

*  13.  Repofe  not  yourfelves  peaceably  bellde  your  tent-ftones'T, 
under  the  fhadow  of  dove's  wings, 


•  *  The  poet  calls  to  mind,  how  the  Almighty  led  forth  his  people  in  for- 
mer tinnes;  firft  during  their  wandering  in  the  wildernefs,  ver.  8. — il.  and 
fccondly,  when  they  made  the  conqueftof  the  promifed  land,  ver.  12 — 15. 

♦  -f-  The  Defart  of  Sinai,  in  Exod.  f  hap.  iii.  ver.  t;.  called  a  holy  land,  is  here 
reprcfented  as  the  foil  or  glebe  of  God's  inheritance,  on  account  of  Mount 
Sinai  being  confidered  as  his  oftenfible  refidcnce,  before  he  eftablifhed  his 
dwelling  among  the  Ifraelites,  either  in  the  tabernacle  or  temple. 

'  \  Viz.  The  Ifraelites.  The  expreffion  is  meant  to  denote  God's  providen- 
tial care  of  his  people  in  the  wildernefs,  and  deferves  to  be  collated  with 
Ifjiah,  chap,  xliii.  ver.  19 — 20. 

'  §  Viz.  Such,  as  like  Mirjam  and  her  companions,  vid.  Exod.  chap.  xv. 
ver.  20.  and  feqq.  fang  the  vidlories  of  Ifrael,  The  poe:  introduces  their  fong 
at  ver.  13 — 15. 

«  II  Tne  viiftorious  foldier  brings  the  fpoils  of  war  home  to  his  wife. 

*  \  Compare  with  this.  Numb.  chap,  xxxii.  ver.  6.  To  fit  Iwfule  one's  tcnt- 
fone!,  fignific!  in  the  Hebrew  language,  the  fame  as  to  fit  at  home  at  one's  fire 
jide:  becaufe  the  eaftern  nomadic  nations  are  uccullomed  to  fet  the  pots  they 

ufed  for  drcfling  their  viduals,  upon  three  elevated  ftoiics. 

covered 
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covered  over  with  filv'cr  : 
glittering  with  gold  *. 

*  14/  When  the  Almighty  deftroyeth  the  kings  of  the  land  f, 
Joy  is  difFufcd  over  Zaimon  %. 

<   15.  A  mountain  of  God  § 
is  mount  Bafan : 
a  mountain  with  high  ridges 
is  mount  Bafan. 

*  16.   Wherefore  envy  ye, 
O  ve  his:h  mountains  ! 

this  mountain, 

which  the  Lord  has  chofen  for  his  refidencei' 

To  all  eternity 

there  however  the  Eternal  fliall  dwell. 

*  1 7.  God  is  accompanied  by  innumerable  hofts  y 
of  thoufands  of  thoufands. 

In  the  midft  of  them  appeareth  the  Lord, 
as  formerly  upon  Sinai, 
Jholy,  m'ajeftic. 

'   18.  Thou  afcendeft  on  high  5[-: 
for  thy  fpoil  takeft  captives;. 
as  a  prefent  men  **  : 
violent  oppreflbrs ; 
that  here  f  f  thou  may.eft  dweU 
Eternal  God  ! 

CHORUS. 

*  19.  From  day  to  day,  the  Lord  bepraifed'! 


♦  *   Figtr.es  defcxiptive  of  XhccalmtranqniUiiyofpeacf. 

*  f  It  has  happened  n  .t  once,  but  many  tiixies  that  the  combined  heathen 
■tings  have  been  difperfed,  and  devoted  to  dellrudion  in  this  manner.  Vid. 
Numb   chap.  xxxi.  Jofh,  chap.  ix.  and  x.  &c. 

'  I  Zaimon,  a  mouTitain  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  is  beyond  a 
•doubt  made  ufe  of  itere,  agreeable  to  poetic  licence,  as  ^fun  fro  ioio,  to  fig- 
•nify  the  v\'-jole  country. 

'  §  ^n  exceeding  large  and  conjideraile  mountain.  The  fcene  is  noW  changed. 
The  fight  of  the  mountainous  ht-ights  of  Jerufalem,  occafions  thepoet  to  feign 
»  competition  between  the  mountains  of  Paleftine,  for  the  honour  of  being 
fixed  upon  as  the  refidenceof  the  ark  of  the  covenant. 

<  II  The  numerous  fuite  that  followed  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  appears,  in 
the  ideas  of  rhe  poet,  to  afford  an  image  of  the  innumerable  hofts  of  angels, 
with  vvhiih  the  Moft  High  was  fuppofed  to  be  cncompaffed,  in  a  manner  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  that  of  an  eaftern  monarch,  whcie  majefty  was  deuQted  by  .the 
numerous  retmue  that  accompanied  him. 

'  \  Viz.   Upon  Mount  Zion.     Compare  Pfal.  xlvii.  ver.  6. 

.<  **  The  poet  alludts  to  the  vidories,  which  the  Moft  Highcaufed  the  If- 
■  raelites  to  obrain  under  his  immediate  aufpices,  as  their  leader,  over  the  an- 
cient inhabitants  of  Canaan  and  Zioii.  This  paffage  is  grounded  upon  the 
oriental  cuflom  of  making  the  monarch  a  prefent  of  fome  of  the  conquered 
*^nennes  for  fiaves. 

'  If   Among  thy  people,  ufon  Mount  Zion, 

E  4  Doth 
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Doth  any  burthen  opprefs  us  ; 
The  Moft  High  is  our  relief. 

*  20.  Our  God  is  the  God, 
that  giveth  victory  : 

The  j.ord,  the  Eternal, 
who  delivereth  from  death  : 

'  21.   A  God, 
that  trufneth  the  head  of  his  enemies  ; 
the  crown  of  the  head  of  thofe, 
who  perfevere  in  their  tranfgreiFtOns. 

'  22.  From  the  mount  of  Bafan*, 
I  will  fetch  them  back  again, 
faith  the  Lord  : 

.  Quite  from  the  depth  of  the  fea, 
I  will  bring  them  back. 

'  23.  So  that  thy  foot  fhall  wade  in  blood  5 
'  and  the  tongues  of  thy  dogs 
enjoy  their  Ihare  of  the  enemies  f. 

'  24.  We  behold  thy  entrance,  O  God, 
my  King's  entrance  into  his  fanduary. 

'  25.  The  fingers  go  before; 
the  pla3'ers  upon  flringed  inftruments  follow  after^ 
furrounded  on  both  fides  by  virgins, 
who  beat  the  kettle-drums; 

*  26.  In  full  chorus  praifmg  God. 
The  tribes,  that  are  defcended  ixom  Ifrael, 
praife  the  Lord. 

*  27.  There  Benjamin, 
the  youngeft  among  them, 
and  yet  t.heir  leader  : 
Here  the  princes  of  Judah, 
clad  in  purple  ; 

The  princes  of  Sebulon  ; 
The  princes  of  Naphtali. 

*  28.  Support,  O  God,  thy  power  : 
Confirm  what  thou  haft  done  with  us. 

'  29.  To  thy  temple  in  Jerufalem, 
kings  fiiall  bring  prefents  unto  thee  ! 

'  30.  Subdue  the  wild  hearts 
that  lie  in  the  reeds  %  : 
a  powerful  body  of  heroes, 
committing  violence  among  a  weaker  people  : 


•  *  The  higheft,  macceffible  mountain. 

*  f  Common  images,  with  the  ancient  poets,  to  denote  a  total  werthrotv. 

'  \  A  poetic  defcription  of  the  inhabitants  of  £gypt.     Compare  with  this^ 
Pfai,  Ixxiv.  ver.  14, 

him 
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him  who  treadeth  upon  a  floor  of  fUver  *. 
Scatter  the  hofts  that  delight  in  war. 

'  31,  May  the  Hafmanians  be  gathered  together  frora  Egypt, 
may  the  Ethiopians  f  haften, 
to  lift  up  their  hands  to  God ! 

FIRST    CHORUS. 

*  32.  Sing  to  God, 
Ye  ruhng  powers  of  the  earth  ! 
Confecrate  fongs  of  praife  to  the  Almighty  ! 
*   33.  To  him,  who  rideth  on  the  higheft  heavens 
which  were  of  old  his  ancient  abode. 
Mark,  how  he  letteth  his  voice  %, 
his  Almighty  voice  be  heard  ! 
'  34.  Give  glory  to  God  ! 
Who  manifefteth  his  excellency  over  Ifrael: 
his  power  in  the  clouds. 

SECOND    CHORUS. 

«  31;.  Terrible  doft  thou  fliew  thyfelf,  O  God, 
out  of  thy  holy  dwellings  §. 
The  God  of  Ifrael  is  he, 
who  beftoweth  viftory  and  ftrength 
on  his  people. 
Praifed  be  God  !'     p.  154. 


^be  Life  of  Lorenzo  d^  Medlclf  called  the  Adagnlficent.     By 
JVllllam    Rofcoe,        2     Vols.      ^io.        lL     2s.      Boards. 
Cadell  and  Davies.     1796. 

TNdependently  of  the  abilities  of  the  author,  two  predif- 
-*■  pofing  circumftances  are  neceflary  to  fpread  over  an  hifto- 
rical  narration  a  lively  degree  of  intereft.  It  is  nqceflary  that 
the  fubjedl  of  it  (hould  be  fo  far  known,  as  already  to  fill 
fome  fpace  in  the  public  eye  ;  and  alfo,  that  the  information 
•which  general  readers  are  in  poflelTion  of  concerning  it,  lliould 
be  of  that  vague  and  imperfect  kind,  which  rather  ferves  to 
flimulate  than  to  fatisfy  curiofity.  Precifely  in  this  predica- 
ment is  the  period  which  Mr.  Rofcoe  has  undertaken  to  illuf- 
trate.     All  who  read,  have  read  of  th^  times  of  the  Medici, 


*  *  Thisfeems  to  be  a  ftrongly  marked  charaflcriftic  of  a  certain  haughty 
overbearing  power,  among  the  heathen  nation*,  long  fince  conligned  to  utter 
oblivion. 

♦  f  The  Hafmanians  and  Ethiopians  are  here  poetically  fubflituted  for  the 
remote  heathen  nations  in  general. 

'  \  Thunder. 

«  §  Fiom  heaven— froBi  Sinai— from  Zion,  in  the  voice,  which  thou  caufcft 
to  go  forth. 

as 
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as  of  the  brilliant  and  flourifhlng  ?era  of  the  country  to  which 
thev  belongeH,  and  conneiSl  with  their  names  the  revival  and 
difFufidn  ol  literature.  But  notwithflanding  this  general  im- 
preirion,  the  particulars  of  their  lives,  and  charafteriflic  fea- 
tures of  their  minds, — and  what  is  ftill  of  more  importance, 
the  hifhory  of  letters,  and  the  mental  procefs  which  was  bring- 
ing to  maturity  fo  many  fair  fruits  of  fcience  and  of  art, — in 
this  country  at  leaft,  has  been  very  little  the  obje<fl  of  refearch. 
Italian  literature  is  accefTible  to  comparatively  but  few;  and  of 
thofc  who  read  the  language,  the  greater  part  fatisfy  them»- 
felves  with  a  few  of  the  m.ore  common  claffics,  and  are  con- 
tent to  remain  ignorant  of  many  a  brilliant  production,  and 
jnany  an  eager  conteft,  which  charmed  or  divided  the  wits  and 
fcholars  of  a  former  age. 

Mr.  Rofcoe  does  not,  however,  embrace  fo  large  an  obje£l 
as  the  comp'ete  hiftory  of  the  revival  of  literature  :  but,  find- 
ing (to  ufe  his  own  words)  '  that  every  thing  great  and  efti- 
nable  in  fcience  and  in  art,  revolved  round  Lorenzo  de  Me- 
dlcu  during  the  fliort  but  fplendid  era  of  his  life,  as  a  com- 
mon centre,  and  derived  from  him  its  Invariable  prefervation 
and  fupport,' — he  has  chofen  this  individual  of  that  illuflrious 
family,  for  the  labours  of  his  pen,  more  particularly  as  Lo- 
renzo, '  though  admired  and  venerated  by  his  cotemporaries, 
has  been  defrauded  of  his  jufl  fam,e  by  poflerity,'  who  have 
turned  their  eyes  almofl:  exclufively  upon  his  fecond  font  Leo 
the  Tenth,  wlio  undoubtedly  promoted  the  views,  but  never  in 
any  degree  rivaled  the  talents  of  his  father. 

The  fources  from  whence  Mr.  Rofcoe  has  drawn,  are  ac- 
curately pointed  out  in  the  prefatory  account  of  the  work  j 
and  we  have  the  plcafure  to  fee,  that  the  tafte  and  talents 
which  every  one  who  knows  Mr.  Rofcoe,  knows  him  to  be  in 
poffeflion  of,  have  been  afafted  not  only  by  the  hiftories  of 
Valor'i  and  Brunl^  Mach'tavelii  and  Amm'irato,  the  critical  la- 
bours of  Crcjcimbeni,  Afuratoi  i,  Band/nij  and  Tirabo/chlf 
but  with  original"  documents  procured  for  him  from  the  Lau- 
rentian  and  Ricardo  libraries.  Particularly,  he  has  had  the 
good  fortune  to  obtain  copies  of  feveral  beautiful  poems  of 
Lorenzo's,  which  were  not  even  known  to  be  in  being  by  his 
former  biographers.  Many  of  thefe  are  here  given,  and  will 
claim  our  notice  in  the  courfc  of  the  work. 

The  life  of  Lorenzo  himfelf  is  preceded  by  what  may  be 
called  a  finiflied  fketch  of  the  life  of  Cofmo,  the  grandfather 
of  Lorenzo,  and  the  fecond  of  his  family  who  enjoyed  the 
chief  power  in  the  commonwealth,  by  the  peculiar  and  ho- 
nourable title  of  a  popularity  acquired  by  the  benefits  be- 
llowed on  his  fellow  citizens,.  Of  thefe  benefits,  the  moft 
iipportan};  >vere  the  encouragement  of  learning  and  learned 
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jnen,  to  which  Cofmo  devoted  a  very  large  fliare  of  his  for- 
tune.— The  attention  to  Greek  literature,  feme  attempts  tQ 
cultivate  which  had  been  made  in  the  life  of  Boccacio,  but 
which  had  afterwards  received  a  check,  was  now  reviving 
with  an  ardour  which  partook  of  the  eagernefs  of  paffion  ; 
feveral  learned  Greeks,  driven  from  Conltantinople  by  the 
dread  or  by  the  arms  of  the  Turks,  fpread  through  the  Ita-' 
lian  ftates  their  language  and  their  philofophy  ;  and,  above 
all,  libraries  began  to  be  coUeded,  and  the  nioft  diligent  re- 
iearch  made  for  thofe  precious  remains  of  antiquity,  in  which, 
like  fire  in  covered  embers,  fcience  was  kept  from  perifliing, 
though  buried  under  heaps  of  dirt  and  rubbifh.     The  lover  of 
the  claflics  will  follow,   with  a  kind  of  filial  veneration,  the 
zealous  efforts  of  Filelfo,  Aurifpa,  Poggio,  and  others,  to  re- 
cover thefe  precious  treafures  j  he  will  tremble  to  think  how- 
near  fome  of  them  were  to  perifhing  by  neglect  ;  he  will 
fympathife   in   the  feelings  of  Guarino  Veronefe,  who,  re- 
turning from  Conftantinople  with  a  rich  cargo  of  manufcripts, 
loft  them  by  fhip  wreck,  with  which  difappointment  his  hair  turn- 
ed fuddenly  white  j — and  he  will  almoft  wifh,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  familiarity  and  facility  the  objects  of  (tudy  now  prefent  to 
him,  to  have  lived  in  thofe  times,  when  he  might  have  (haied 
the  exultation  of  difcovering,  from  time  to  time,  a  new  claf- 
fic,  and  felt  the  powerful  fpring  which  fuch  an  acceffion  of 
frefh  ideas  muft  have  given  to  every  faculty  of  the  human 
mind.  Of  all  who  exerted  them.felves  on  this  occafion,  Poggio 
was  the  moft  fuccefsful.     While  he  attended  the  council  of 
Conftance,  he  vifited  the  convent  of  San  Gallo,  v/herc  he 
found  a  complete  copy  of  Quintilian. 

*  At  the  fame  time  he  found  the  three  firft  books,  and  part  of 
the  fourth,  of  the  Argonautics  of  Valerius  Flaccus.  Some  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  critical  ftate  of  thefe  works  from  the  account 
that  Poggio  has  left.  Buried  in  the  obfcurity  of  a  dark  and  lonely 
tower,  covered  with  filth  and  nibbifti,  their  delfruction  feemed  in- 
evitable. Of  this  fortunate  difcovery  he  gave  iminediate  notice 
to  his  friend  Leonardo  Aretino,  who,  by  reprefenting  to  him  the 
importance  and  utility  of  his  labours,  ftimulated  him  tohelh  exer- 
tions. The  letter  addreded  by  Leonardo  to  Poggio  on  this  occa- 
fion is  full  of  the  highcft  commendations,  and  the  moft  extravagant 
expreflions  of  joy.  By  his  fubfequent  refearche-^  tnroiigh  France  and 
Germanv,  Poggio  alfo  recovered  feveral  of  the  orations  of  Cicero, 
At  that  time  only  eight  of  the  comedies  of  Plautus  were  known. 
The  firft  compleat  copy  of  that  author  was  brought  to  Rome,  at 
the  inftance  of  Poggio,  by  Nicholas  of  Treves,  a  German  monk, 
from  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  cardinal  Giordano  Orfini,  who 
Was  afterwards  with  great  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  futfer  Poggio 
•  and 


6o  Rofcoe^s  Life  of  Lorenzo  de^  Medici. 

and  his  friends  to  copy  it ;  and  even  this  favour  would  not  hava 
been  framed  without  the  warm  interference  of  Lorenzo,  the  broi 
ther  of  Cofmo  de'  Medici.  The  monk  had  flattered  the  Itahar; 
fcholars  that  he  nifo  pollened  a  copy  of  the  work  of  Aulus  Gel- 
lius,  and  of  the  firfl  book  of  Quintus  Curtius ;  but  in  this  they 
were  difappointed.  From  .i  Latin  elegy  by  Chriftoforo  Landino 
on  the  death  of  Foggio,  we  are  fully  authorized  to  conclude  that 
he  alfo  {\x^  difcoveied  the  beautiful  and  philofophic  poem  of  Lu- 
cretius, that  of  Silius  Italicus,  and  the  valuable  work  of  Colu- 
mella :  and  from  a  memorial  yet  exifting  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Angelo  Polit^ano,  it  appears  that  the  poems  of  Statins  were  brought 
into  Italy  by  the  fame  indefatigable  invefligator.  In  the  opinion  of 
Politiano  thefe  poems  were  indeed  inaccurate  and  defective,  yet  alj 
the  copies  which  he  had  fecn  were  derived  from  this  manufcript. 

'  Poggio  had  once  formed  the  fulleft  expeftations  of  obtaining  a 
copy  of  the  Decades  of  Livy,  which  a  monk  had  afllired  him  he 
had  fcen  in  the  Cifterciau  monaftery  of  Sera,  comprized  in  two 
volumes  in  large  Lombard  characters.  He  immediately  wrote  to  a 
friend  at  Florence,  requefting  him  to  prevail  on  Cofmo  de'  Medici 
to  direft  his  agent  in  that  neighbourhood  to  repair  to  the  monaflery, 
and  to  purclial'e  the  v^'ork.  Some  time  afterwards  Poggio  addrefTed 
himfelf  to  Leoneilod-Efte,  marquis  of  Ferrara^  on  the  fame  fubjeft, 
but  apparently  without  any  great  hopes  of  fuccefs.  His  attempts 
to  recover  the  writings  of  Tacitus",  were  equally  fruitlefs.  After 
Jong  inquiry,  he  was  convinced  that  no  copy  of  that  author  exifted 
in  Germany  ;  vet  at  the  diftance  of  nearly  a  century,  the  five  books 
of  his  hiltory  were  brought  from  thence  to  Rome,  and  prefentedto 
Leo  X.  In  profecution  of  his  favourite  obje£i',  Poggio  extended 
his  refearches  into  England,  where  he  refided  fome  time  with  the 
cardinal  bifliop  of  Winchefter ;  and  from  whence  he  tranfmitted 
to  Italy  the  Bucolics  of  Calphurnius,  and  a  part  of  the  works  of 
Petronius.'     Vol.  i,  p.  26. 

A  urifpa  arrived  at  Venice  from  Conflantinople 

*  In  the  year  1423,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  manur 
fcripts,  among^:  wliich  were  all  the  works  of  Plato,  of  Proclus, 
of  Piotinus,  of  Lucian,  of  Xenophon,  the  hiftories  of  Arrian,  of 
Dio,  and  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  the  geography  of  Strabo,  the  poems 
of  Callimachus,  of  Pindar,  of  Oppian^  and  thofe  attributed  to 
Orpheus.'     Vol.  i.  p.  30. 

From  thefe  treafures, — to  poflefs  himfelf  of  which,  Cofmo 
fpared  neither  pains  nor  expenfe,  arofe  the  celebrated  library 
of  the  Medlcij— which  was,  after  his  death,  further  enriched 
by  his  defcendants,  and  particularly  by  his  grandfon  Lorenzo, 
and  is  known  to  the  prefent  times  under  the  name  of  the 
B'lbHothcca  A4cdicen-Laurentiana.  Cofmo  likewife  founded 
the  library  of  St,  Mark,  iii  the  arrangement  of  which  he  was 
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aiTifted  by  a  poor  fcholar,  Tomafo,  who  afterwards,  under 
the  name  of  Ni*  holas  V.  became  the  founder  of  the  Vatican. 
The  life  of  Cofmo  derived  celebrity  from  the  dawn  of  the 
arts,  as  well  as  from  the  revival  of  letters.  Brunellefchi, 
Donatelli  and  Ghiberti,  were  deftined  to  pleafe  an  age,  upon 
V/hich  a  Raphael  and  a  Michael  Angelo  had  not  yet  rifen. 

At  the  death  of  Cofmo  in    1464,  Lorenzo,  the  fubjedl  of 
this  hiftory,  was  fixteen,  and  had  at  that  time  given  indica- 
tions of  extraordinary  talents  j   and  though  in  the  authority 
which  was  now  become  in  a  manner  hereditary  in  his  family, 
he  was  preceded  by  bis  father;  yet  the  infirmities  of  Piero 
gave  occafion  for    his  early    introduftion    upon    the    llage 
of  public  bufinefs.     It  is  impoffible,  perhaps,  to  conceive  a 
more  favourable  pofition  for  the  cultivation  of  the  mental 
powers,  than  that  in  which  Lorenzo  flood.     The  wealth  of 
the  Medici,  and  their  patronage  of  genius  and  learned  men, 
fecured  him  the  be  ft  adiilance  in  his  (Indies,  and  early  accefs 
to  all  the  precious  monuments  of  art  which  were  then  extant; 
and  yet,  as  the  authority  of  his  family  refted  on  the  bafis  of 
popularity,  and  v/as  not  yet  encumbered  with  the  ceremoni- 
ous obfervances  and  fervile  forms  of  acknowledged  defpotifm, 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  that  free  intercourfe  with  his 
fellow-citizens,  which  is  neceilary  to  form  the  accomplilhed 
and  manly  character. — Lorenzo  had  the  advantage  of  the  in- 
flru£tions  of  Chriftoforo  Landlnoy  Argjropylus^  and  Marjil'io 
FidniQ,  With  Ficinio,  by  whom  he  was  feduloully  infbrutled 
in  the  docLrines  of  Platonifm,  he  maintained  through  life  an 
unalterable  friendfhip. 

The  talents  of  Lorenzo  are  reprefented  by  Mr.  Rofcoe  to 
be  '  fo  verfatile,  that  it  is  difhcult  to  difcover  any  department  of 
-  bufinefs  or  of  amufement,  of  art  or  of  fcience,  to  wdiich  they 
were  not  at  fome  time  applied  ;' — and  again  he  fays,  '  fo  va- 
tious,  yet  fo  extenfive  were  his  powers,  that  they  are  fcarcejy 
reconcileable  to  that  confiftency  of  charafter,  with  which  the 
laws  of  human  nature  feldom  difpenfe.' 

Without  flopping  at  prefent  to  inquire  whether  the  bio- 
grapher is  not  fomewhat  influenced  in  this  very  comprehen- 
five  eulogium,  by  the  (perhaps  laudable)  partiality  which  is 
generally  feit  by  an  ardent  mind  for  the  chara6ler  he  has  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  delineating, — w^e  fhall  readily  acknowledge 
that  Lorenzo  exhibited  an  equal  genius  for  politics  and  for 
literature,  and  that  he  well  dcferved,  by  his  liberal  patronage 
and  fplendid  eftablifhments,  the  title  of  magnificent^  by  which 
he  has  been  diftinguifhed.  In  the  confpiracy  of  Luca  Pitti, 
which  took  place  while  he  was  yet  a  youth,  his  prefence  of 
mind  was  the  means  of  faving  the  life  of  his  father.  Previous 
to  that  event,  he  had  travelled  to  Naples  and  othxr  ftates  of 
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Italy,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  politics  of  the  diffeWfit 
courts.  This  was  the  rather  neceflliry,  as  intrigue,  much 
more  tlian  arms,  decided  the  contefts  of  the  fmall  Italian 
flares.  Their  bloodlefs  battles  were  fought,  as  JVIachiavelli 
afiures  us,  from  noon  till  evening,  without  the  lofs  of  a  Tingle 
man  ;  and  though,  as  Mr.  Rofcoe  obferves,  this  account  can- 
not be-fuppofed  to  be  literally  true, — yet  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  threatening  llorm,  railed  by  the  banifhsd  partifans 
of  the  Pitti  faction,  was  blown  over,  we  may  conje£lure  that 
addrefs,  and  probably  intereft,  were  more  powerful  agents 
than  military  valour.  Indeed  Piero  would  have  been  ruined 
with  the  Florentines,  if  he  had  not  in  time  recalled  a  falfe 
flep  he  made  in  beginning  to  call  in  his  money  from  the  citi- 
zens. 

After  peace  was  reftored,  a  fplendid  tournament  was  held, 
which  gave  occafion  to  two  of  the  mod  noted  poems  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  the  Gioflra  of  Lorenzo  de*  Medici,  by 
Lv.ca  Ptdc'iy  brother  to  Luigi  Pulci  who  wrote  the  Morgante, 
and  the  Gioltraof  Guiliano  de'  Medici,  \)Y Angela  PoUtiano  ;  the 
1^(1  celebrated  author  was  only  then  fourteen.  Of  thefe  poems 
Ibme  fpecimens  are  given,  with  elegant  tranflations.  About 
this  time  Landlno  publifhed  his  Dijputationes  CamaldulenJeSf 
a  work  of  the  nature  of  the  Tuiculan  Queftions,  in  which 
the  two  brothers  of  the  Medici  are  introduced  as  fpeakers. 
Lorenzo  himfelf  was  early  a  poet ;  and  the  mention  of  fome 
of  hii  fonnets  is  preceded  by  an  account,  rather  too  folemn 
for  the  occaiion,  of  his  early  love,  which  feems  to  have  been 
the  offspring  of  a  poetical  fancy,  rather  than  his  poetry  the 
offspring  of  his  paffion. 

In  the  year  1469  Plero  died,  and  Lorenzo  fucceeded  to  the 
acknowledged  dire£lion  of  the  republic. — '  On  the  fecond 
day,  he  fays,  after  that  event,  he  was  attended  at  his  own 
houfe  by  many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Florence,  who 
requeded  he  would  take  upon  himfelf  the  adminiflration  and 
care  of  the  republic,  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  grandfather 
and  father  had  before  done.' — We  are  not  told  the  precife 
manner  in  which  the  authority  of  one  man  was  made  to  agree 
with  the  forms  of  the  republic  j  but  it  was  probably  efFeited 
by  the  Medici  either  holding  themfelves,  or  filling  with  their 
adherents,  the  chief  offices  of  the  flate.  In  fliort,  Lorenzo 
flood  on  the  fame  ground  at  Florence,  as  Pericles  had  done  at 
Athens.  Of  this  the  ch^pf  caufe  was,  no  doubt,  the  immenfe 
wealth  of  the  family: — this  was  derived  from  commerce,  par- 
ticularly in  eallern  merchandife  by  Alexandria, — from  farms 
and  wines,  and  particularly  from  banks  "cflablifhed  in  almoil 
ail  the  trading  cities  of  Europe.  Nor  was  the  munificent 
cnaployment  of  their  riclics  lefs  to  be  admired.     Lorenzo 
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.Computes  that  his  anceflors  had  expended,  in  works  of  public 
charity  or  utility,  663,755  florins,  fincethe  return  of  Cofmo 
from  banifhment, — and  adds,  that  he  thought  it  well  laid  out. 
He  himfelf  laid  out  vafl  furns  in  buildings,  colletlions  of  an- 
tiques, libraries,  and  the  moft  generous  patronage  of  literary 
men.  He  eftabliOied  a  fchuol  of  painting  and  fculpture, 
V/here  Michael  Angelo  exhibited  his  fird  produe^ions.  In 
public  fliows,  feftivals,  and  literary  prizes,  he  emulated  the 
magnificence  of  ancient  Rome.  But  one  of  the  chief  features 
of  his  private  life  was  the  cultivation  of  the  Platonic  philo- 
fophy.  And  let  it  not  feem  incredible  to  thofe  acquainted 
only  with  the  manners  of  the  prefenc  day,  that,  amidfl  the 
luxuries  of  wealth  and  the  intrigues  of  policy,  the  lofty  doc- 
trines of  Platonifm  fhould  be  ftudied  with  as  much  eagernefs 
as  in  a  cloifler. — Ficino,  the  great  champion  of  the  fedt,  had 
been  the  tutor  of  Lorenzo;  and  the  Platonic  acadernvj  which 
had  its  beginning  in  the  life  of  Cofmo,  now  flourilhed  v/ith 
additional  fplendour  under  the  aufpices  of  Lorenzo.  After 
giving  an  account  of  a  philofophical  poem  of  Lorenzo,  in 
which  he  gives  a  fketch  of  the  doctrines  of  Plato,  the  author 
adds — 

'  In  order  to  give  additional  lability  to  thefe  ftudies,  Lorenzo 
and  his  friends  formed  the  intention  of  renewing,  with  extraordinary 
pomp,  the  folemn  annual  feafts  to  the  memory  of  the  great  philo- 
fopher,  which  had  been  celebrated  from  the  time  of  his  death  to 
that  of  his  difciples  Plotinus  and  Porphyrias,  but  had  then  been 
dilcontinued  for  the  fpacc  of  twelve  hundred  years.  The  day 
fixed  on  for  this  purpofe  was  the  feventh  of  November,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  anniverfary  not  only  of  the  birth  of  Plato,  but 
of  his  death,  which  happened  among  his  friends  at  a  convivial 
banquet,  precifely  at  the  clofe  of  his  eighty -firft  year.  The  per- 
fon  appointed  by  Lorenzo  to  prefide  over  the  ceremony  at  Florence 
was  Francefco  Bandini,  vvhofe  rank  and  learning  rendered  him  ex- 
tremely proper  for  the  office.  On  the  fame  day  another  party  met 
at  Loren::o's  villa  at  Carreggj,  where  he  prefided  in  perfon.  At 
thefe  meetings,  to  which  the  mott  learned  men  in  Italy  reforted,  it 
v.'as  the  cuftom  for  one  of  the  party,  after  dinner,  to  felecl:  certain 
pafTages  from  the  works  of  Plato,  which  were  fubmitted  to  the 
elucidation  of  the  company,  each  of  the  gueffs  undertak'nw  the  il- 
luflration  or  difcuffion  of  fome  important  or  doubtful  point.  By 
this  inftitution,  which  was  continued  for  feveral  years,  the  philofo- 
phy  of  Plato  was  fupported  not  only  in  credit  but  in  fplendor,  and 
its  profefll^rs  were  conildered  as  the  moft  refpeclable  an  J  enlightened 
men  of  the  age.  Whatever  Lorenzo  thought  proper  to  patronize, 
became  the  admiration  of  Florence,  and  confequently  of  all  Italy. 
He  was  the  glafs  of  fajkion,  and  thofe  who  joined  in  his  purfuits, 
or  imitated  his  example,  could  not  fail  of  fliaring  in  tliat  appianfc 
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whicli  fccmed   to  attend  on  every  aftion  of  his  life.'     Vol.  I.  p» 
167. 

It  would  be  curious,  had  we  fufEcient  documents  for  it,  to 
trace  the  influence  of  the  Platonic  doctrines  on  the  fyftems  of 
the  day,  and  particularly  to  difcover  what  f o;  t  of  compromife 
cr  of  alliance  they  formed  with  the  reagious  creeds  which 
were  profeiTed  by  the  literary  circle.  The  Chriftian  piety,  of 
Lorenzo  at  leail,  feems  to  have  been  equally  confpicuous  with 
]iis  Platonifm. — Of  all  the  fcholars  whom  he  patronifed,  Po- 
litian  was  mofl  in  the  favour  of  Lorenzo.  He  made  him  tutor 
of  his  children  :  and  though,  from  the  continual  bickerings 
between  him  and  Clarice,  the  wife  of  Lorenzo  (for  thefe  fcho- 
lars did  not  always  exhibit  the  mofl  amiable  manners)  he  was 
oblii^ed  to  withdraw  him  from  that  office,  the  mofl  affedlion- 
ate  attachment  fubfifled  between  tliem  to  the  death  of  Lo- 
renzo. 

The  mofl  flriking  political  event  in  the  life  of  Lorenzo  Is 
the  confpiracy  of  the  Pazzi,  of  which  an  interefling -account 
4s  given  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  this  work — 

*  A  tranfadlion  in  which  a  pope,  a  cardinal,  an  archbifhop,  and 
fcveral  other  eccleliaflics,  aflbciated  themfelvcs  with  a  band  of  ruf- 
iians,  to  deftroy  two  men  who  were  an  honour  to  tJieir  age  and 
countrv  ;  and  purpofed  to  perpetrate  their  crime  at  a  feafon  of 
hofpitality,'  in  the  fan(9:uary  of  a  Chriilian  church,  and  at  the  ver}' 
moment  of  the  elevation  of  the  hoft,  when  the  audience  bowed 
down  before  it,  and  the  arfallins  were  prefumed  to  be  in  the  imme- 
diate prefence  of  their  God.'     Vol.  i.  p.  1 76. 

We  cannot  re  fif!;  the  temptation  of  tranfcribirJg  the  follovsr* 
ing  partlculaifs — 

*  The  immediate  afTafTination  of  Giuliano  was  committed  to 
Francefco  de'  Pazzi  and  Bernardo  Bandini,  and  that  of  Lorenzo 
■had  been  intmfted  to  the  fole  hand  of  Monteficco.  This  office  he 
■had  willingly  undertaken  whilfl  he  underftood  that  it  was  to  beexe- 
.cured  in  a  private  dv/elling,  but  he  fhrunk  from  the  idea  of  pollut- 
ing the  houfe  of  God  with  fo  heinous  a  crime.  Two  ecclefiaflics 
were  therefore  felefted  for  the  commilTion  of  a  deed,  from  which 
the  foldier  was  deterred  by  confcientious  motives.  Thefe  were 
Stefano  da  Bagnone,  the  apoflolic  fcribe,  and  Antonio  Maifei. 

'  The  young  cardinal  having  exprefTed  a  defire  to  attend  divine 
fervice  ia  the  church  of  the  Reparata,  on  the  enfuing  Sundav, 
being  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  April  1478,  Lorenzo  invited  him 
and  his  fuite  to  his  houfe  in  Florence.  He  accordingly  came  with 
a  large  retinue,  fupporting  the  united  charaders  o{  cardinal  and 
apoftolic  legate,  and  was  received  by  Lorenzo  with  that  fplendor 
and  hofpitality  with  which  he  was  always  accuftomed  to  entertain 
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men  of  high  rank  and  confequence.   Giuliano  did  not  appear,  a  cir- 
cumflance  that  alarmed  the  confpirators,  v.-hofe  arrangements  would 
not  admit  of  longer  delay.     Thev  foon  however  learnt  that  he  in- 
tended  to  be  prefent  at  the  church. — The  fervice  was  already  be- 
gun, and  the  cardinal  had  taken  his  feat,  when  Francefco  de'  Pazzi 
and  Bandini,  obferving  that  Giuliano  was  not  yet  arrived,  left  the 
church  and  went  to  his  houfe,  in  order  to  infure  and  haften  iiis  at- 
tendance. Giuliano  accompanied  them,  and  as  he  walked  between 
Them,  they  threw  their  arms  round  him  with  the  familiarity  of  inti- 
mate friends,  but  in  fiift  to  difcover  whether  he  had  any  armour 
nnder  his  drefs ;  poffibly  conjefturing  from  his  long  delay,  that  he 
had  fufpefted  their  purpofe.     At  the  fame  time  by   their  freedom 
and  jocularity,   they    endeavoured    to  obviate   any   apprehenlions 
which  he  might  entertain  from  fuch  a  procecdmg.     The  confpira^ 
tors  having  taken  their  ftations  near  their  intended  viftims,  waited 
with  impatience  /or  the  appointed   fignal.     The   bell   rang — the 
prieft  raifed  the  confecrated  wafer — the  people  bowed  before  it — 
and   at  the   fame  infirant  Bandini  nlunoed  a  fhort  dagger  into  the 
breaft  of  Giuliano. — On  receivinp^  the  wound  he  took  a  few  hafiv 
fteps  and  fell,  when  Francefco  de'  Pazzi  ruflied  upon  him  with  in- 
credible fury,  and  ftabbed  him  in  different  parts  of  his  body,  con- 
tinuing to  repeat  his   ftrokes  even  after  he  was   apparently  dead. 
Such  was  the  violence  of  his  rage,  that  he  wounded  himfelf  deeply 
in  the  thigh.     Thepriefts  who  had  undertaken  the  murder  of  Lo- 
renzo  were  not    equally    fuccefsful.     An    ill-direfted    blow    from 
Maffei,  which  was  aimed  at  the  throat,  but  took  place  behind  the 
neck,  rather   roufed   him  to    his  defence  than  difabled  him.     He 
immediately  threw  off  his  cloak,  and  holding  it  up  as  a  lliield  in  his 
left  hand,  with  his  right  he  drew  his  fword,  and  repelled  his  aflail- 
ants.     Perceiving  that  their  purpofe  was  defeated,  the  two  ecclefi- 
aftics,  after  havino  wounded  one  of  Lorenzo's  attendants  u  Iio  had 
interpofed  to  defend  him,  endeavoured  to  fave  themielves  by  flight. 
At  the  fame  moment  Bandini,  his  dagger  Itreaming  with  the  blood 
of  Giuliano,  rufhed  towards  Lorenzo  ;  but  meeting  in  his  way  with 
Francefco  Nori,  a  perfon   in   the  fervice  of  the   Medici,  and  in 
whom  they  placed  great  confidence,  he  ftabbed  him  with  a  u'ound 
inftantaneoufly  mortal.     At  the  approach  of  Bandini,  the  friends  of 
Lorenzo  encircled  him,  and  hurried  him  into  the  facrifty,  v.Iiere 
Politiano  and  others  clofed  the  doors,  which  were  of  brafs.     Ap- 
prehenfions  being  entertained  that  the  weapon  which  had  wounded 
him  was  poifoned,  a  young  man  attached  to  Lorenzo  lucked  the 
wound.     A   general  alarm  and   confternation   took  place    in   the 
church  ;  and  fuch  was  the  tumult  which  enfued,  that  it  was  at  firft 
believed  by  the  audience  that  the  building   was  falling  in  ;   but  no 
fooner  was  it  underftood  that  Lorenzo  was  in  danger,  than  feveralof 
the  youth  of  Florence  formed  themfelves  into  a  body,  and  receiv- 
ing him  into  the  midftof  them,  condu<Sed  him  to  his  houfe,  ^lak- 
Cr IT.  Rev.  Vol.  XVIII,  St-/)/.  1796.  F'  ing 
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ing  a  circuitous  turn  from  the  church,  left  he  fliould  rneet  with  the 
dead  body  of  his  brother. 

'  Whilft  thefe  tranfuftions  pafled  in  the  church,  another  coirimo- 
tion  took  place  in  the  palace;  vvhere  the  archbifliop,  who  had  left 
the  churcli,  as  agreed  upon  before  the  attack  on  the  Aiedici,  and 
about  thirty  of  his  afTotiiite^,  artei-ppted  to  overpower  the  maoi- 
ftrates,  and  to  pofTef  themftlves  of  the  feat  of  governtwcnt.  Leav- 
ing fome  of  his  follower^  ftationed  in  different  apartments,  the 
archbifliop  proceeded  to  an  interior  chamber,  where  Cefare  Pe- 
triicci,  then  gonfaloniere,  and  the  other  magiflrates  were  affembled. 
No  fooner  was  the  goni'ilonicre  informed  of  his  approach,  than 
out  of  refpeifl  to  his  rank  he  rofe  to  meet  him.  Whether  the  arch- 
bifliop WuS  difconcerted  by  the  prefence  of  Petrucci,  who  was 
Jcno wn  to  be  of  a  refolute  character,  of  which  he  had  criven  a 
ftriking  infl'.nce  in  fruflrr.ting  the  attack  of  Bernardo  Nardi  upon 
the  tou'n  oi  Prato,  or  whether  his  courage  was  not  equal  to  the 
undertaking,  is  uncertain  ;  but  inflead  of  intimidating  the  magi- 
frrates  by  a  fudden  attack,  he  began  to  inform  Petrucci  that  the 
pope  had  beftowed  an  employment  on  his  fon,  of  which  he  had  to 
tleliver  to  him  the  credet.tials.  This  he  did  with  fuch  hefitation, 
and  in  fo  defultory  a  manner,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  to  coilefl: 
his  meaning.  Petrucci  alfo  obftrved  that  he  frequently  changed 
colour,  and  at  times  turned  towards  the  door,  as  if  giving  a  fignal 
to  fouie  one  to  approach. — Alarmed  at  his  manner,  and  probably 
aware  of  his  charafter,  Petrucci  fuddenly  ruflied  out  of  the  cham- 
ber, and  called  together  the  guards  and  attendants.  By  attempting 
to  retreat,  the  archbifliop  confefled  his  guilt.  In  purfuing  him, 
Petrucci  met  with  Giacopo  Poggio,  whom  he  caught  by  the  hair, 
and  throwing  him  on  the  ground,  delivered  into  the  cuflody  of  his 
followers.  The  reft  of  the  magiflrates  and  their  attendants  feized 
ur>on  fuch  arms  as  the  place  fnpplied,  and  the  in)plements  of  the 
kitchen  became  forniidable  \\  eapons  in  their  hands.  Having  fe- 
cured  the  doors  of  the  palace,  they  furioufly  attacked  their  fcatter- 
ed  and  intimidated  enemies,  who  no  longer  attempted  refi fiance. 
During  this  commotion  they  wcrt  alarmed  by  a  tumult  from  with- 
out, and  perceived  from  the  windows  Giacopo  de'  Pazzi,  followed 
by  about  one  hundred  foldiers,  crying  out  liberty,  and  exhorting 
the  people  to  revolt,  At  the  fame  time  they  found  that  the  infur- 
gents  h  :d  forced  the  gates  of  the  palace,  and  that  fome  of  them 
were  entering  to  defend  their  companions.  The  magiffrates  how- 
ever perievered  in  their  defence,  and  repulfing  their  enemies,  fe- 
cured  the  gates  till  a  re.nforcement  of  their  friends  came  to  their 
afliftancc.  Petrucci  was  now  firfl  informed  of  the  aflaffination  of 
Giuliano,  and  the  attack  made  upon  Lorenzo.  The  relation  of 
this  treachery  excited  his  higheff  indignation.  With  the  concur- 
rence of  the  ftate  counfellors,  he  ordered  Giacopo  Poggio  to  be 
hung  in  fight  of  the  populace,  out  of  the  palace  windows,  and  fe- 
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cured  the  archbifliop,  with  his  brother  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the 
confpiracy.  Their  followers  were  either  flaughtered  in  the  palace, 
or  thrown  half  alive  through  the  windows.  One  only  of  the  whole 
number  efcaped.  He  was  found  fome  days  afterwards  concealed  in 
the  wainfcots,  perifliing  with  hunger,  and  in  confideration  of  his 
fufFerings  received  his  pardon. 

*  The  young  cardinal  Riario,  who  had  taken  refuge  at  the  altar, 
was  preferved  from  the  rage  of  the  populace  by  the  interference  of 
Lorenzo,  who  appeared  to  give  credit  to  his  afieverations,  that  he 
was  ignorant  of  the  intentions  of  the  confpirators.     It  is  faid  that 
his  fears  had  fo  violent  an  effeft  upon  him,  that  he  never  afterwards 
recovered  hisiiatural  complexion.     His  attendants  fell  a  facrifice  to 
the  refentment  of  the  citizens.     The  ftreets  were  polluted  with  the 
dead  bodies  and  mangled  limbs  of  the  flaughtered.     With  the  heati 
of  one  of  thefe  unfortunate  wretches  on  a  lance  the  populace  pa- 
raded the  city,  which  refounded  with  the  cry  of  palle^  palle^  perijk 
the  traitors  !  Francefco  de'Pazzi  being  found  at  the  houfe  of  his 
uncle  Giacopo,  where  on  account  of  his  wound  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed,  was  dragaed  out  naked  and  exhaufted  bv  lofs  of  blood, 
and  being  brought  to  the  palace,  fufFered  the  fame  death  as  his  af- 
fociate.     His  puniflim.ent  was  immediately  followed  by  that  of   the 
archbifliop,  who  was   hung  through   the   windows  of  the  palace, 
and  was  not  allowed   even  to  divert  himfcif  of  his  prelatical  robes. 
The  laft  moments  of  Salviati,  if  we   may   credit  Polltiano,  were 
marked  by  a  fmgular  inftance  of  ferocity.     Being  fufpended  clofe 
to  Francefco  de'  Pazzi,  he  feized  the   naked  body  v.'ith  his  teeth, 
and  relaxed  not  from  his  hold  even  in  the  agonies  of  death.  Jacopo 
de'  Pazzi  had  efcaped  from  the  city  during  the  tumult,  but  the  day 
following  he  was  made  a  priibner  by  the  neighbouring   peafants, 
who  regardlefs  of  his  intreaties  to  pur  him  to  death,  brought  him  to 
Florence,  and  delivered  him  up  to  the  magiftrates.     As  his  guilt 
was   manifeft,  his  execution  was  inftantaneous,  and  afforded  from 
the  windows  of  the  palace  another  fpeftacle  that  gratified  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  enraged  multitude.     His  nephew   Renato,  who 
fuffered  at  the  fame  time,  excited  in  fome  degree  the  commiferation 
of  the  fpedators.     Devoted  to  his  ffudies,  and  averfe  to  popular 
commotions,  he  had  refufed  to  be  an  aftor  in  the  confpiracy,  and 
his  filence  was  his  only  crime.     The  body  of  Giacopo  had  been 
interred  in  the  church  of  Santa  Croce,  and  to  this -circum fiance  the 
fuperftition  of  the  people  attributed  an  unufual  and  inceflant  fall  of 
rain  that  fucceeded  thefe  difturbances.  Partaking  in  their  prejudices, 
or  defirous  of  gratifying  their  revenge,  the  qiagiftrates  ordered  his 
body  to  be  removed  vvithout  the  walls  of  the  citv.     The  followincr 
mcrnino  it  was  again  torn  from  the  grave  bv  a  great  multitude  of 
children,  who  in  fpite  of  the  reftriftions  of  decency,  and  the  inter- 
ference of  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  after  dragging  it  a  long  time 
through  the  ftreets,  and  treating^  it   v.-ith  every  degree   of  wanton 
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opprohiinm,  threw  it  into  the  river  Arno.  Such  was  the  fate  of  a 
man  who  had  enjoyed  the  higheft  honours  of  the  republic,  and  for 
his  fervices  to  the  ftate  had  been  rewarded  with  the  privileges  of  the 
equeflrian  rank.  The  reft  of  this  devoted  family  were  condemned 
either  to  imprifonment  or  to  exile,  excepting  only  Guglielmo  de' 
Pazzi,  who,  though  not  unfufpefted,  was  firft  fheltered  from  the 
popular  fury  in  the  houfe  of  Lorenzo,  and  was  afterwards  ordered 
to  remain  at  his  own  villa,  about  twenty-five  miles  diftant  from 
Florence.'     Vol.  i.  p.  183. 

Giuliano,  thus  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  his  days,  left  a  na- 
tural fon,  who  was  afterwards  raifed  to  the  chair  under  the 
name  of  Clement  VII. 

Thcur^h  Lorenzo  had  efcaped  the  dagger  of  the  aflaffin, 
he  was  expofed  to  the  vengeance  of  the  pope  and  the  king  of 
Naples,  who  combined  againfl  him,  and  offered  ^he  Florentines 
peace,  only  on  condition  of  delivering  up  Lorenzo  into  their 
hands.  In  this  perilous  conjun61:ure,  he  took  a  refolution 
as  magnanimous  as  the  event  proved  it  to  be  politic  •,  which 
was,  to  go  and  negotiate  perfonally  with  the  king  of  Naples. 
The  letter  which  he  left  for  the  ftates  of  Florence,  before  he 
fet  out  to  put  himfelf  in  the  hands  of  his  declared  enemy,  is 
full  of  the  mod  generous  fentiments.  It  may  be  prefumed, 
we  think,  that  the  treafures  of  the  Medici  family  were  not 
fpared  on  this  urgent  occaficn.  The  pope  at  length  followed 
the  example  of  Ferdinand  ;  he  took  off  the  interdict  he  had 
laid  on  Florence, — and,  the  florm  being  blown  over,  Lorenzo 
was  left  at  leifure  to  attend  to  thofe  ftudies  his  elegant  mind 
had  been  nourilhed  with  from  his  infancy;  and  the  fifth  chap- 
ter, the  lad  in  this  volume,  is  devoted  to  a  critical  account  of 
the  ftate  of  Italian  poetry,  and  particularly  of  the  poems  of 
Lorenzo. — It  is  a  remarkable  fatSl,  and  difficult  to  be  account- 
ed for,  that,  after  the  produclions  of  Petrarch,  Dante,  and 
Boccacio,  ihe  Italian  tongue  fell  back  into  a  degree  of  negle£l 
and  barbarifm, — owing  probably  in  a  great  rneafure  to  the  claf- 
f)C  enthufiaim  which  was  fo  prevalent  at  the  period  we  are 
now  con  fide  ring.  To  Lorenzo  we  are  in  great  part  to  attri- 
bute, -not  only  by  means  of  his  patronage,  but  of  his  perfo- 
nal  talents, — the  revival  of  Italian  poetry.  He  wrote  in  a 
great  variety  of  meafures,  and  on  a  variety  of  fubje£ts,  feri- 
ous,  tender,  and  comic  ;  and  after  the  intervention  of  fp 
many  centuries,  iluring  which  his  productions  have  very  un- 
accountably fleptin  manufcript  in  the  Laurentian  library, he  has 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  one  who,  being 
himfelfa  poet,  has  not  only  illuftrated  his  produ6tions  with 
the  taRe  and  feciing  of,  a  congenial  mind,  but  has  tranflated 
a  few  of  thciTi  with  tl.e  greatelt  elegance  and  fpirit.    Of  thefe 
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%e  (tiall  give  our  readers  two  fpeclmens  in  different  ftyles  ; 
for  the  Italian  of  the  latter  we  niuft  refer  them  to  the  publi- 
cation— 

*  Oime,  che  belle  lagrime  fur  quelle 

Che'l  nembo  dl  difio  ftillando  mode  ! 

Quando  11  gjufto  dolor  che'l  cor  percofTe, 

Sail  poi  fu  nell'  amorofe  ftelle  ! 
Rigavon  per  la  delicata  peile 

Le  blanche  guancie  dolcemente  rofTe, 

Come  chiar  rio  faria,  che' a  prato  fo{\h^ 

Fior  bianchi,  e  roffi,  le  lagrime  belle  ; 
Lieto  amor  ftava  in  I'amorofa  pioggia, 

Com*  uccel  dopo  il  fol,  bramate  tanto, 

Lieto  riceve  rugiadofe  ftille. 
Poi  piangendo  in  quelli  occhi  ov'  egli  alloggia, 

Facea  del  bello  e  dolorofo  pianto, 

Vifibilmente  ufcir  doice  faville. 


*  Ah  pearly  drops,  that  pouring  from  thofe  eyes, 
Spoke  the  dilTblving  cloud  of  foft  defire  ! 
What  time  cold  forrovv  chill'd  the  oenial  fire, 
"  Struck  the  fair  urns  and  bade  the  waters  rife." 
Soft  down  thofe  cheeks,  where  native  crimfon  vies 
With  ivory  whitenefs,  fee  the  chryllals  throng; 
As  fome  clear  river  winds  its  llream  alom. 
Bathing  the  flowers  of  pale  and  purple  dyes. 
Whilft  Love,  rejoicing  in  the  amorous  Paower, 
Stands  like  fome  bird,  that  after  fultry  heats 
Enjoys  the  drops,  and  fhakes  his  glittering  wings  : 
Then  grafps  his  bolt,  and  confcious  of  his  power, 
Midft  thofe  bright  orbs  alfumes  his  wonted  feat, 
And  thro'  the  lucid  fhower  his  Hvine  lioht'nino  fiino-s.' 

Vol.  i.  F  a6o. 
The  image  of  Love  bathing  his  wings,  which  has  been  ufed 
by  feveral  poets,  iVIr.  Rofcoe  traces  up  to  this  fonnet  of  Lo- 
renzo, as  the  original  of  it. — The  next  is  of  a  graver  cafh  ;  and 
with  it  we  (hall  conclude  our  account  of  this  volume,  and,  for 
the  prefent,  of  this  interefling  publication — 

'  Rife  from  thy  trance,  my  (lumbering  genius  rife. 
That  flirouds  from  truth's  pure  beam  thy  torpid  eyes  ! 
Awake,  and  fee,  fince  reafon  gave  the  rein 
To  low  defire,  thy  every  work  how  vain. 
Ah  think  how  falfe  that  blifs  the  mind  explores, 
In  futile  honours,  or  unbounded  flores  ; 
How  poor  the  bait  that  would  thy  fleps  decoy- 
To  fenfual  pleafure,  and  unmeaning  joy, 
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Roufe  all  thy  powers  for  better  ufe  defigncd, 
And  know  thy  native  dignity  of  mind  ; 
Not  for  low  aims  and  mortal  triumphs  given, 
Its  means  exertion,  and  its  objed  heaven. 

*  Hafi:  thou  not  yet  the  difference  luiderflood, 
'Twixt  empty  pleafure,  and  fubftantial  good  ? 
Not  more  oppofed — ^y  all  the  wife  confefl, 
The  rlfino;  orient  from  the  fartheft  wefi". 

'  Doonvd  from  thy  youth  the  galling  chain  to  prove 
Of  potent  beauty,  and  imperious  love, 
Their  tyrant  rule  has  blighted  all  thy  time, 
And  marr'd  the  promife  of  thy  early  prime. 
Tho'  beauty's  garb  thy  wondering  gaze  may  win, 
Yet  know  that  wolves,  that  harpies  dwell  within. 

*  Ah  think,  how  fair  thy  better  hopes  had  fped, 
Thy  widely  erring  fleps  had  reafon  led  ; 

Think,  if  thy  time  a  nobler  ufe  had  known, 

Ere  this  the  glorious  prize  had  been  thine  own. 

Kind  to  thyfelf,  thy  clear  difcerning  will 

Had  wifely  learnt  to  fever  good  from  ill. 

Thy  fpring-tide  hours  confum'd  in  vain  delight, 

Shall  the  fame  follies  clofe  thy  wint'ry  night? 

With  vain  pretexts  of  beauty's  potent  charms, 

And  nature's  frailty  blunting  reafon's  arms? 

— At  length  thy  long  loft  liberty  regain. 

Tear  the  ftrong  tie,  and  break  the  inglorious  chain^ 

Freed  from  falfe  hopes  afTume  thy  native  powerSj 

And  give  to  reafon's  rule  thv  future  hours  ; 

To  her  dominion  vield  thy  truftino;  foul. 

And  bend  thy  willies  to  her  ftrong  control ; 

Till  Love,  the  ferpent  that  deftroy'd  thy  reil, 

Crufli'd  bv  her  hand  fliall  mouni  his  humbled  creft/ 

Vol.  i.  p.  284. 
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VJith  two  EJfays  on  Shake  [pear  e,  and  preliminary  Obfervations. 
By  hVolflejiholme  Parr-y  A.  M.  late  Fellow  of  Corpus  Chrljli 
College,  Oxford.     8^'o.     is.  6d.    Cadell  fl«,r!?  Davies.   1795- 

^T^HIS  publication  confifls  of  an  Effay  on  Shakfpeare's  Co- 
-*■  rlolanus,  and  another  on  Othello, — the  Jiory  on  which 
Othello  is  founded,  tranfla':ed  from  the  Italian, — and  an  Ap- 
pendix, containing  a  Mahommedan  prayer,  which  the  eccen- 
tric AVortley  IMontague  is  faid  to  have  worn  about  his  neck 
till  he  died.  In  the  elTays  we  meet  with  nothing  peculiarly 
acute  and  ingenious,  though  many  of  the  obfervations  may  be 
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juft.  As  to  Coriolanus,  it  certainly  is  not  Shakfpeare's  beft 
play  j  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  of  the  eiiiiy  writer,  that  the 
cataflrophe  might  be  more  Ligl.ly  wrought,  though  we  rlo  not: 
think  that  the  previous  difplay  of  the  chara£l:erof  Coriolanus 
is  by  any  means  ufelefs.  The  flory  of  the  Moor  of  Venice  is 
tranflared  from  Glraldi  Cintio.  Giraldi  wrote  an  hundred 
novels  divided  into  decades;  and  the  Moor  of  Venice  is  the 
feventh  of  the  third  decade.  The  edition  was  printed  by 
Leonardo  Torrentino,  1 561.  It  is  well  known  that  our  great 
dramatic  writer  borrowed  all  his  plots  which  were  nothiitori- 
cal,  from  the  popular  llories  of  the  time.  In  the  prefent 
inftance,  the  play  follows  the  track  of  the  novel  in  ail  the 
chief  circumilances-  But  the  cataflrophe  is  varied.  Excep- 
tionable as  the  flrangling  of  Defdemona  is,  it  is  infinitely 
lefs  fo  than  the  brutal  murder  of  the  ftory  : — and  we  need  not 
fay,  how  much  more  interefting  is  the  generous  remorfe  of 
Othello,  than  his  dying  by  the  tardy  vengeance  of  his  wife's 
relations.  It  is  pofTible,  however,  that  Shakfpeare  might  have 
feen  feme  other  edition  of  the  fame  (lory,  in  which  llranjiling 
was  fubftituted  for  the  other  mode  of  murder  ;  for  if  he  had 
invented  the  flrangling,  one  would  fuppofe  he  might  have 
managed  it  better. 

After  all,  though  literary  curiofity  is  gratified  by  tracking 
our  great  bard  in  the  footiieps  of  thofe  writers  who  have 
furniihed  him  with  his  plots  and  incidents,  his  admirers  have 
no  occafion  to  tremble  for  his  fame,  though  it  fhould  be  proved 
that  he  had  borrowed  every  circumftance  he  has  introduced  : 
— that  refls  on  a  much  higher  ground,  the  exhibition  of  cha- 
ra<£ler.  The  account  of  the  murder,  to  which  we  have  refer- 
red, is  as  follows — 

'  And  difcoiirfing  together  if  polfon  or  the  dagger  would  be 
beft,  and  not  liking  either  the  one  or  the  other,  the  enfign  faid, 
"  A  method  has  occilrred  to  me  that  would  fatisfy  you  without 
creating  the  leaft  fufpicion.  The  houfe  where  you  live  is  very 
old,  and  the  ceiling  of  your  chamber  is  broken  in  many  places. 
Defdemona  mio;ht  be  beaten  to  death  with  a  ftocking;  full  of  fand, 
and  no  marks  of  this  would  remain  on  the  body  :  when  flie  is 
dead  we  will  pull  down  a  part  of  the  ceiling,  and  bruife  your  wife's 
head  ;  then  give  out  that  a  beam  in  falling  has  done  this,  and  killed 
her.  If  you  follow  this  advice  you  will  avoid  all  fufpicion,  and 
every  one  will  believe  her  death  to  have  been  accidental."  This 
favage  advice  pleafed  the  iVIoor  ;  and  waiting  for  a  convenient  op- 
portunity, he  concealed  the  enfign  one  night  in  a  clofet  that  com- 
municated wi;h  their  chamber.  When  they  were  in  bed  the  en- 
fign according  to  his  inifruftion  made  a  noife  in  the  clofet,  and  the 
iMoor  immediately  afked  his  wife  if  fhe  had  heard  it  ?  She  anfwer- 
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ed  yes. — -"  Get  up  then  and  fee  what  it  is."  Poor  Defdcmons 
obeyed,  and  as  foon  as  (lie  was  near  the  clofet-door  the  enilgn 
mflied  out.  and  with  the  (locking  that  he  had  prepared  gave  her  a 
violent  blow  on  the  finall  of  the  back.  She  fell  down  fcarce  able 
to  breathe;  but  with  what  little  force  file  had,  file  called  the  Moor 
to  her  afTiilance.  He  got  out  of  bed,  and  faid  to  her,  "  Moll 
infamous  woman,  you  are  now  to  receive  the  juft  reward  of  your 
infidf'lity  ! — even  fo  are  thofe  wives  treated  vi'ho,  j)retending  to  love 
their  hufbnnds,  are  untrue  to  their  beds."  The  poor  woman  hear- 
ing thefc  words,  arrd  feeling  that  flie  was  ready  to  expire  from  a 
fecond  blow  that  the  enfign  had  given  her,  faid,  "  That  fince  the 
juflice  of  this  world  was  refufed  her,  ilie  atteflcd  the  divine  juf- 
tice  in  favour  of  her  honour  and  her  truth;"  and  invoking  the  di- 
vine aiTi (lance,  (lie  was  iinidied  by  the  impious  enfign,  who  flruck 
her  a  third  time.  Afterwards  they  placed  her  in  bed  ;  and  after 
breaking  her  fkull,  they  drew  down,  as  they  had  determined  bc- 
forch.iiid,  a  part  of  the  ceiling.  The  Moor  then  called  out  for 
help  as  the  houfe  was  falling,  The  neighbours  on  this  alarm  ran 
thitlier,  and  found  Defdemona  dead  under  the  beams.  Her  life  had 
been  fo  virtuous  that  every  one  lamented  her  fate  ;  and  the  follow- 
Jno  dav  file  was  buried,  to  the  rreat  forrow  of  the  whole  ifland. 
I3ut  God^  who  is  a  jutt  obferver  of  the  hearts  of  men,  fuffered  not 
fo  great  a  crime  to  pafs  without  the  puniflimei^t  that  was  due  to  it. 
So  that  the  Moor,  who  had  loved  Defdemona  more  than  his  eyes, 
finding  himfelf  deprived  of  her,  began  to  regret  her  fo  extremely, 
that  he  almofl  lofl  his  fenfes,  and  went  about  the  houfe  looking  for 
her  in  every  room.  Reflecting  befides  that  the  enfign  had  been  the 
caufe  of  his  lofing  along  with  her  all  the  enjoyments  of  life,  and 
even  his  own  faculties,  that  villain  became  fo  infupportable  to  him 
that  he  could  not  bear  the  fight  of  him  ;  and  had  he  not  feared  the 
ftricl  and  impartial  juflice  of  the  Venetians,  he  would  have  put  him 
openly  to  death.  But  not  being  able  to  do  this  with  fafety  to  him- 
felf, he  degraded  him  from  his  commilTion,  and  permitted  him  no 
longer  to  remain  in  the  company.  Hence  arofe  between  them  the 
mod  bitter  enmity  that  can  be  conceived  ;  and  the  enfign,  the 
greateft  of  all  villains,  fludied  only  how  he  might  be  revenged  on 
the  Moor.  He  went  to  the  lieutenant,  who  was  cured  and  walked 
about  with  his  wooden  leg,  and  faid  to  him,  "  The  time  is  now 
come  when  you  may  be  revenged  for  the  lofs  of  your  leg  ;  and  if 
you  will  come  with  me  to  Venice,  I  will  tell  you  who  the  afiafTm 
was.  Here  I  dare  not  inform  you  for  many  reafons  ;  but  there  I 
will  be  your  witnefs  in  a  court  of  juftice."  The  lieutenant,  who 
felt  him.felf  violently  exafpeiated  agair:fi:  the  perfon  though  unknown 
to  him,  thanked  the  enfign,  and  can;e  away  with  him  to  Venice. 
V\  hen  they  were  arrived,  the  enfign  told  him  that  the  Moor  was 
the  perfon  who  had  cut  off  his  leg,  becaufe  he  fufpected  him  of 
adultery  with  his  wife,  and  that  for  the  fame  reafoii  he  had  murder- 
ed 
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cd  her,  and  afterwards  given  C3\it  that  flie  had  been  killed  by  the 
ceiling's  falling  in  upon  her.  The  lieutenant  on  hearing  this,  im- 
mediately accufed  the  Moor  before  the  council  of  the  injury  done 
to  himfelf  and  the  murder  of  Defdemona  ;  and  the  eniign  being 
called  as  a  witnefs,  afferted  the  truth  of  both  thefe  accufations, 
and  added  that  the  Moor  had  communicated  to  him  the  whole  pro- 
ject, with  a  view  of  perfuading  him  to  execute  both  thefe  crimes ; 
and  when  he  had  murdered  his  wife  from  the  impulfe  of  a  furious 
jealoufy,  he  had  related  to  him  the  manner  in  which  he  had  put  her 
to  death.  The  Venetian  magiftrates  hearing  that  one  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens had  been  treated  with  fo  much  cruelty  by  a  barbarian, 
had  the  Moor  arrefted  in  Cyprus  and  brought  to  Venice,  where, 
by  means  of  the  torture,  they  endeavoured  to  find  out  the  truth. 
But  the  Moor  poirelled  force  and  conftancy  of  mind  fufficient  to 
undergo  the  torture  without  confefiing  any  thing ;  and  though  by 
his  iirmneis  he  efcaped  death  at  this  time,  he  was  after  a  long  im- 
prifonment  condemned  to  perpetual  exile,  in  which  he  was  after- 
wards killed,  as  he  deferved  to  be,   by  his  wife's  relations.'     p.  56, 

The   Mahommedan  prayer,  given  in   the    Appendix,  and 

*  which,  it  mull  be  confefled,  is  but  flightly  conneded  with 

Othello,  was,  it  feems,  a  charm  ,•  and  the  following  flory  is 

told  of  it;  — a  fimilar  tale  is  related  _^of  the  ring  of  Charie- 

niagne — 

•  We   are   told   in  the  Tales  of  Seeich  Gemaluddin  Jufof  (to 
whom  may  the  mercy  of  God  be  flieu-nl  that  Halifla,  the  Lord  of 
Credent!  *,  had  in  his  fervice  a  hundred  young  flaves,  ail  of  whom 
were  of  extraordinary  beauty.     It  happened  one  day  tliat  a  black 
woman,  called  Mergian,  was  prelented  to  him,  for  whom  it  was 
impofiible  to  awaken  the  pafiions  of  whoever  beheld  her.   To  fucil 
a  degree  was  flic  difgufting  and   deformed.     The  moment  HalilTa 
faw  her  his  affections  were  raifed  to  the  greateft  height.     He  fell  In 
love  and  negle6led  the  other  flaves.     Day  and  night  he  lived  only 
with   her,  and  placed   in  her   hands  all  his  potrellions.     He  could 
not  be  without  her  for  a  fingle  moment,  and  confulted  her  in  af- 
fairs of  the  utmoft  importance,  to   the  great   afioniftiment  cf  the 
matrons  and  other  flaves.     By  the  divine  permiffion  (he  one  day 
fell  fick  ;  and  her  infirmity  continually  increafing,  was  accomplifii- 
ed  alfo  in  her  that  divine  decree  which  circumfcribes  and  rendei's 
inevitable  the  final  clofe  of  mortal  life.   She  was  afterwards  ftripped 
to  be  buried.      But  this  was  not  permitted  by   her  enamoured   ma- 
fter,  who  for  three  days  and  three  nights  took  no  food,  notfo  much 
as  a  drop  of  water  ;  and  deplored  his  lofs  beyond  the  reach  of  con- 
folation. 

'  The  holy  minifters  of  the  canon  alTembled  about  him,   and  by 

*  In  the  orig-'na',  perhaps,  de^  credcnli,  the  lord  of  the  bd:e'vers,  tliat  ii  of  the 
Mu.Tulmans, — a  utle  often  applied  to  the  caliphs^  5iC.     Rev. 

various 
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various  exhortations  prevailed  on  him  to  allow  her  to  be  interred. 
As  they  v\ere  carrying  her  body  to  its  tomb,  the  following  prayer 
fell  from  the  rinj^lets  of  her  hair,  and  was  inifnediately  carried  to 
the  fovercign.  As  foon  as  he  had  read  k,  he  dcfired  to  fee  the 
dead  body  ;  which  then  appeared,  e^en  in  his  eyes,  a  friorhtful  and 
deformed  flave.  He  was  ftnick  with  fiirprife  and  aftonifliment. 
When  the  minifters  of  the  court  knew  that  Mergian  no  longer  ap- 
peared beautiful  in  the  eyes  of  her  mafter,  they  difcovered  this 
change  to  be  occafioned  by  the  pious  ejaculation  which  fhe  had 
conllantly  worn.  So  that  taking  it  from  the  bands  of  their  (oyc- 
reign,  and  confidering  its  fubftance,  they  declared  it  to  be  good, 
of  incomparable  accuracy,  and  worthy  of  their  entire  approba- 
tion. This  ought  to  be  worn  about  the  perfon  or  in  the  hair,  in 
order  to  feel  its  prodigious  effects.  It  renders  the  perfon  who  wears 
it  invulnerable  to  the  darts  of  flander,  preferves  them  from  en- 
chantments, and  every  other  perverfe  operation  of  human  malice, 
and  gives  duration  and  increafe  to  profperity  and  pleafure.  Who- 
ever doubts  the  efficacy  of  this  relique,  is  certainly  both  atheift  and 
iiiiidel.  May  the  Lord  God  preferve  us  from  fuch  blindneft.' 
r.  86. 

We  mull:  remark  that  Mr.  Parr  is  not  the  firft  who  has 
tranflated  the  (lory  of  Girakli ;  and  that  his  materials  are  ra- 
ther too  ilight  and  too  mifcelianeous,  to  furnifli  a  very  re- 
fpedable  publication. 

A  Frailical  E[fay  on  the  good  and  had  EffcHs  of  Sea- Water 
and  Sca-Bathing.  By  John  Jnderjon,  M.  JD.  F.  A.  S. 
C.  JH.  S.  isfc.  Pbyjzcian  to^  and  a  DireBor  of,  the  general 
Sea- Bathing  Infirmary  at  Margate.  8vo.  2s.  Sewed. 
Dllly.     1795. 

TV/fUCH  as  the  pra6lice  of  fea-bathing  has  increafed  wlth- 
•^^^  in  thefe  few  years,  little  attention  has  yet  been  paid  to 
the  nature  of  the  difeafes  in  which  it  may  be  recommended 
■with  the  greateft  probability  of  fuccefs,  or  to  the  affording  of 
fuitable  directions  for  thofe  who  employ  it. 

Nor  will  the  pamphlet  before  us  prefent  much  novelty  of 
inforrnaiion  en  thefe  points.  The  materials  of  which  it  is 
compofed,  are  not  only  ill-arranged,  but  extremely  trifling; 
and  the  dire6lions  which  it  contains,  are  given  in  much  too 
vague  and  indeterminate  a  manner,  to  be  of  advantage  to 
thofe  wlio  may  make  ufe  of  the  remedy.  The  author's  at- 
tention feems  to  have  been  directed  more  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Margate  as  a  baching  place,  than  the  pointing  out  with 
precifion  the  difeafes  in  which  fea-bathing  may  be  had  re- 
courfe  to  with  the  greateil  profpe£l  of  relief,  or  defcribing 
the  circuniftances  and  fituations  ia  which  it  may  be  fafely 
employed.  ^     , 

Indeed 
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Indeed  the  determination  of  thefe  points  is  by  no  means  a 
fnik  of  eafy  execution  ;  it  requires  a  coniiderabie  portion  of 
phiiofophical  as  well  as  medical  knowledcje.  A  nice  applica- 
tion of  chemical  and  phyfiological  principles  is  neceflary  to 
the  full  and  proper  explanation  of  the  atlion  of  bathing  on 
the  human  fyftem,  whether  it  be  hot,  cold,  or  that  of  the 
fea.  It  is,  therefore,  not  the  accounts  of  thofe  who  have 
been  engaged  in  conducting  bathing  patients,  or  the  reports  of 
nurfes,  that  can  alone  be  trufted  to  ;  the  experience  and  ob- 
fervation  of  thofe  who  have  attentively  confidered  the  fubjeflj 
and  who  are  capable  of  difcerning  and  difcrirninating  effedls, 
mull  alfo  be  had  recourfe  to,  m  order  fully  to  afcertain  the 
fituations  in  which  fea-bathing  is  ufeful. 

After  mentioning  a  /r:u  of  the  circumdnnces  which  fhould 
be  conftantly  attended  to  m  fea-bathing,  Dr.  Anderfon  re- 
commends the  ufe  of  it  in  moft  of  the  difeafes  of  the  uterine 
fyllem  ;  as  he  finds  it  to  be  a  facl,  that  fea-bathing  both  opens 
and  (huts,  relaxes  and  braces,  or  has  *  the  power  and  property 
of  removing  fuppreiTed  riienf^s,  and  of  reftraining  a  too 
abundant  flow.' 

If  the  doctor  had  attended  for  a  moment  to  the  (late  of  the 
fyllem  in  which  thefe  different  effedls  take  place,  he  would 
not  have  had  fo  much  difhculty  in  the  explanation  of  thefe 
fcem'inglj  oppofite  efFecls. 

We  are  next  told,  that — ■ 

'  The  virtue  and  efficacv  of  the  fea-bath  is  not  ahvavs  fo  feafi- 
bly  felt  immediately  while  on  the  fpot,  as  in  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards. In  the  above  two  ladies'  cafes,  wherein  the  bath  had  been 
perfifted  in  too  long,  that  is,  until  their  iiabits  were  too  .much  de- 
fpumed,  a  morbid  turn  given  to  the-  fluids,  and  lofs  of  tenficn  to 
the  folids  ;  yet,  on  the  bath  being  deHfled  from,  I  found  it  eafier 
to  reftore  their  much  debilitated  habits  by  proper  medicinal  and 
dietetic  adjuvants  than  if  the  fymptoms  had  arifen  from  any  morbid 
caufe.  I  have  found  it  lefs  difficult  to  cure  hvfteria  after  a  courfe 
of  fea- bathing,  though  I  have  never  met  with  any  yet  cured  by  it 
alone.  I  fay  the  fame  of  epi'epfia  and  feme  other  difeafes,  where- 
fore in  certain  cafes,   it  is  oniv  auxiiiarv;'      p.  20. 

We  have  not  much  opinion  of  any  remedy,  the  efFeifls  of 
which  are  not  almoft  immediately  evident.  The  following 
paflage  will  afford  the  reader  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
Dr.  Anderfon's  claims  as  a  writer  and  medical  reafoner — 

*  If  the  fea-bath  had  not  only  the  eifeft  of  caufing  univerliit 
ofcillation  and  conn-action,  but  alfo  expanfion,  it  would  not  be  fo- 
cfficacioiis  in  fubduing  vilcidity,  or  preternatural  cohefion  in  the 
fluids,  and  fitting  them  for  paffing  through  the  glandular  ftrainers  ; 
and  the  noxious  principle  for  being  leparated,  and  either  depurated 
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on  fafe  parts,  or  caft  off  by  the  different  emun^lorles  or  outlets  from 
the  body,  to  leave  room  for  the  introduftion  of  new  benign  parti- 
cles fit  for  tlie  procefs  of  aliiiiiilation,  animaHzation,  and  reparation 
of  the  wafte,  Unaflimilatcd  parricles  bring  nothing  to  the  ftock  of 
the  animal  fibres,  for  making  them  ftrong  and  elaftic,  in  their  alter- 
nate contrac'^ion  and  dilatation. 

*  Animals  and  vegetables,  as  well  as  the  ocean,  require  to  be 
kept  in  a  continual  fluxionary  ftate  of  ebbing  and  flowing,  con- 
trafting  and  dilating,  heating  and  cooling,  filling  and  emptying. 
And  though  fome  require  oftener  and  greater  mutation  than  others, 
vet  none  bear  with  eafe  the  violent  extreme  long;  continued.  Ex- 
treme  right  is  extreme  wrong.  Swimming  long  difpirits  more  by 
the  relaxation  of  the  water  than  by  the  exercife,  and  gives  cramps, 
cfiiils,  and  rigors.  The  fea-bath  does  not  altogether  depend  upon 
the  mere  ftinuilus  of  heat  and  cold  on  the  organs  of  fenfalion,  but 
alfo  upon  the  abforption  pf  fome  of  the  aqueous  faiine  particles,  or 
how  comes  fuch  great  changes  to  take  place  in  the  animal  cecono- 
my  ?  Sea-water,  though  very  penetrating,  as  the  orifices  of  the  in- 
halent  and  exhalent  vefTels  are  induced  to  contract  on  entering  the 
cold  bath,  there  cannot  much  of  the  watery  particles  be  abforbed, 
or  the  animal  fluids  pafs  off  on  a  momentary  dip  :  only,  on  a  long 
and  a  frequent  immerfion,  laxaticn  and  debility  take  place.  The 
cold  application  to  the  flcin,  whether  of  air  or  water,  contrafts  the 
pores,  and  retains  innate  heat,  i.  e.  condenfes  the  rarefied  fpiritu- 
ous  air,  which,  on  the  preffure  being  taken  off,  breaks  out  again 
with  greater  force  upon  the  fupcrficies  of  the  body. 

*  As  gravity  and  preffure  muff  be  taken  into  account,  a  dip  in 
the  fea  muft  be  preferable  to  a  dip  in  a  tub  or  river.  In  the  tepid 
bath  neither  gravity  nor  preffure,  nor  fpring  is  fo  much  wanted, 
only  longer  continuance  to  ant'wer  the  purpofe  of  a  relaxant,  fbft- 
ener,  and  cleanfer.  All  that  is  wanted  by  the  fea-bath  for  the  ani- 
mal machine  is  to  bring  about  the  equipoife  or  mutual  balance  be- 
tween the  folids  and  fluids  in  the  fyftem,  for  maintaining  the  pabu- 
lum vitce,  or  fpark  of  life.'     p.  23. 

A  little  farther  on  we  meet  with  more  reafomng  refpe£ling 
preiTure,  and  a  portion  of  unintelligible  fluff  concerning 
*  nature  abhorring  a  vacuum.' 

In  turning  over  a  few  more  of  the  pages  of  this  elTay,  we 
were  flruck  with  a  circumftance  which  is  certainly  not  very 
favourable  to  the  quarter  whence  the  author  has  principally 
derived  his  information,  and  his  *  practical  fafts.'  The 
do6lor  has  learned  from  the  Margate  fea  bathing  ^w/a'^j,  that 
they  confider  a  dip  in  the  falt-water  *  as  a  certain  fpecific* 
againit  that  dreadful  difeafe  the  hydrophobia. 

But  though  the  ignorant  and  credulous  guides  to  whom  the 
author  applied,  might  fuppofe,  or  even  believe  this  to  be  really 
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the  cafe, — no  man  who  has  the  leafl  pretenfion  to  medical 
erudition,  could  for  a  moment  entertain  fuch  an  opinion. 
The  voice  of  fatal  experience  has  long  been  decifively  oppofed 
to  the  conclufion.  If  the  author  had  fufficiently  attended  to 
the  numerous  reports  and  hiftories  of  cafes  of  this  kind,  he 
would  have  had  reafon  not  only  to  doubt^  but  to  be  convinced 
of  the  inutility  and  inefficacy  of  the  remedy. 

In  nervous  and  hypochondriacal  diforders,  the  doftor's  pro= 
mifes  are  at  leaft  equal  to  any  that  we  remember  to  have  been 
made  by  the  celebrated  Martin  Van  Butchell— 

*  Quit  (fays  he)  the  fmoky  town,  i  nd  fly  hither  to  the  Ifle  of 
Thanet  (the  ifland  of  health)  and  I  will  promife  you  health, 
ftrength,  and  good  fpirits,  unlefs  the  complaint  be  too  deeply 
rooted  ever  to  have  mens  fana  in  corpore  fayio.^     p.  41. 

Having  ftrongly  advifed  the  ufe  of  fea-bathing  under /)r(?/i«- 
<3ire£tions,  in  a  variety  of  other  diforders  v/hich  affedl:  the 
human  frame,  the  doflor  draws  his  labours  to  a  conclufion, 
and  fums  up  '  the  power,  operation,  influence,  and  effect  of 
feg  bathing,'  as  generally  employed,  in  the  following  verj, 
perjpicuous  manner.     It  is,  fays  he, 

'  Strengthening  or  debilitating, 
Bracing  or  relaxing, 
Stimulant  or  fedative, 
Augmenting  or  diminiftiing, 
Condenling  or  rarefying, 
Elevating  or  deprefiing, 
InfpKTating  or  attenuating, 
Evacua'-ino;  or  re ftri no-ins;. 
Altering  or  confirming, 
Purifying  or  vitiating, 
Heating  or  cooling. 
Indurating  or  mollifying, 
Deteraino  and  healino;. 
Irritating,  inflaming,  and  exulceratlng. 
*  In  a  word,  in  fome  affeftions  it  is  curative,  even  fpecific  :  In 
others  it  difagrees,  and  in  fome  dubious.'     r.  62. 

We  could  have  wiflied  to  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  have 

fpoken  more  favourably  of  the  tra£l  before  us,  particularly  as 
the  profits  arifing  from  its  fale  are  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
a  charitable  eftabiifhment,  the  '  general  fea-bathing  infirmary 
at  Margate,' — an  inftitution  which  we  are  in  fome  refpe£ls  in- 
clined to  think  favourably  of.  We  hope,  however,  that  the 
promifed  refearches  of  Dr.  Anderfon  may  tend  to  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  our  knowledge  on  a  fubje£t  which  is  ftill  im- 

perfecliy 
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perfe£lly  unikrdood ;  and  that  «  the  torch,'  which  he  telis  us 
lie  has  put  '  into  the  hands  of  the  inquifitive,'  may  lead  to 
ufeful  difcoverics  in  the  Icience  of  medicine. 


The  Pains  of  Memory.     A  Poem.     By  Robert  jVIcrry^  A^  M>. 
^to.     3.V.  Sewed.     Robinfons.     1796. 

WHETHER  a  retrofpeaive  view  of  life  is  produaive  of 
mod  pleafure  or  pain,  has  been  difputed  by  men  of 
refleaion  j  and  each  fide  of  the  queftion  has  been  maintained 
by  the  poets.  The  pleafures  of  memory  have  been  beautifully 
reprefented  by  Mr.  Rogers,— and  the  title  of  the  prefenc 
poem,  \vc  fuppofe,  has  fome  reference  to  that.  Without  in- 
quiring whether  Ivlr.  Rogers  or  Mr.  Merry  has  chofen  the 
more  agreeable  fubjea  for  poetry,  we  may  venture  to  fa/,  that 
the  pleafures  and  the  pains'of  memory,  are  both  calculated  to 
produce  thofe  lively  conceptions  and  itrong  feelings  that  ac- 
cord with  a  poetical  imagination. 

With  refpea  to  the  prcfent  poemj-^though  it  is,  perhaps, 
not  fo  full  of  incident  as  might  be  wifhed,  and  Ir.clines  to  a 
kind  of  monotony  of  queruloufnefs,  it  yet  poffefles  many  very 
beaudful  paffages,  that  muft  awaken  all  the  tender  fympa- 
thies,  and  pleafe  every  lover  of  poetry :— we  with  pleafure 
(eledl  the  following — 

*  When  mournful  evenino's  gradual  vapours  fpread 
O'er  the  dim  plain,  and  veil  the  river's  bed ; 
While  her  own  ftar  with  dull  and  watVy  eye 
Peeps  through  the  fev'ring  darknefs  of  the  fky  ; 
While  the  mute  birds  to  lonely  coverts  hafle, 
And  filence  liftens  on  the  flumb'rous  wafte  : 
When  tyrant  froft  his  ftrong  donvinion  holds. 
And  not  a  blade  expands,  a  bud  unfolds, 
But  nature  dead,  divefted  of  her  green, 
Cloalh'd  in  a  felemn  pallid  furoud  is  feen: 
'  When  gather'd  thunders  bi;rfr,  abrupt,  and  loud. 

And  midnight  lightning  leaps  from  cloud  to  cloud. 
Or  reiids,  with  forceful,  momentary  ftroke, 
The  ivied  turret,  and  the  giant  oak  ; 
Can  faint  remembrance  of  meridian  mirth. 
Bedeck  with  vifionary  channs  the  earth  ; 
Renew  the  feafon  when  each  wak'ning  flow'r 
Lifted  its  leaves  to  drink  the  morning  lliow'r  j 
Ditpel  the  gloom,  the  fi'ry  uorm  remcv.e. 
Gem  the  wide  vault  and  ammate  the  grove  ? 
The  fond  illufions  could  bat  ieebly  fbevv, 
The  colours  fcarce  appear,  or  faintly  glow, 

fix'd 
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Fix'.d  would  the  fad  realities  remain, 

And  memory  wafte  her  vaunted  {lores  in  vain. 

Alas  !  all  inefficient  is  her  pow'r, 

To  cheer,  by  u  hat  is  paft,  the  prefent  hour, 

For  ev'ry  good  gone  by,  each  tranlport  o'er, 

She  may  regret,  but  never  can  reftore. 

Yet  fliall  her  feft'ring  touch  corrode  the  heart, 

Compel  the  fubjiigated  tear  to  ftart : 

She  calls  gritn  phantoms,  from  the  ftiad'wy  deep, 

And  fends  her  furies  forth  to  torture  deep  ; 

The  lapfe  of  time,  the  ftrength  of  reafon  dares, 

And  with  frefli  rage  her  ftraining  rack  prepares.'     p.  i. 

The  following  defcriptlon  of  madnefs  is  very  poetical^ — • 

'  Obferve  yon  flrufture  ftretching  o'er  the  plain, 
Sad  habitation  of  the  loft,  infane  ! 
Ha  !  at  the  grates  what  gridy  fonr.s  appear, 
What  difmal  fhrieks  of  laughter  wound  the  ear! 
Heart-broken  love  the  tendereft  meafure  pours, 
Sighs,  and  laments,  inceffantly  adores ; 
Infatiate  fury  clanks  his  pond'rous  chains, 
Sufpicious  av'rice  counts  ideal  gains; 
Bewilder'd  pride- the  fwelling  creft  uprears. 
And  caufelefs  penitence  is  drov/n'd  in  teai-s : 
Wan  jealoufv,  with  fcrutinizing  glance. 
On  ev'ry  fide  fees  rival  youths  advance  ; 
While  maddeft  murder  waits  the  Avord  to  draw, 
And  oftentation  flaunts  in  robes  of  ftraw  : 
Pale,  piteous  melancholy  clafps  her  hands. 
Sunk  in  deep  thought,  and  as  a  ftatue  frauds ; 
Convulfive  joy,  imaginary  ftate. 
Low  envy,  ghaflly  fear,  dctermin'd  hate. 
Loud  agonizing  horror,  dumb  defpair. 
And  all  the  palfions  are  diftorted  there. 
Amidfl:  thofe  gall'ries  drear,  thofe  doleful  cells, 
The  unrelenting  defpot,  mem'ry,  dwells. 
Fix'd  on  the  burning  brain,  flie  urges  ftill 
Her  ruthlefs  pow'r,  in  mock'ry  of  the  will; 
Regretted  raptures,  long  remember'd  woes, 
And  ev'ry  varying  anguifli,  {he  beflows  ; 
This  is  her  fumptuous  palace,  thefe  her  (laves, 
.  She  reigns  triumphant  when  the  maniac  raves. 
But  O  !   her  vidims  feel  the  heaviell  ftroke, 
Whene'er  at  intervals  the  fpell  is  broke  ; 
When  cafual  reafon  is  awhile  reftor'd. 
And  they  themfelves  are  by  themfelves  deplor'd.'     p.  3X. 

We 
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We  clofe  our  quotations  with  the  following  very  afFeQing 
and  beautiful  lines  — 

*  Thou  too,  forgetfulnefs !  whofe  opiate  charm 
Can  hvifh  the  palfions,  and  their  rage  dlfarm  ; 
Approach,  O  kindly  grant  thy  fiippliant,  aid  1 
Wrap  him  in  fweet  oblivion's  placid  fliade  ; 
Veil  the  gay,  tranfitory  fcenes,  that  fled, 
Like  cleaniv  fuafliine  o'er  the  mountain's  head  ; 
Sink  in  the  dark  abyfs  of  endlefs  night 
The  artificial  phantoms' of  delight: 
Nor  let  his  early  ign'rance,  and  miftake, 
The  fober  blifs  of  ao;e  and  reafon  Ihake. 
Hide  from  his  heart  each  fuff'ring  country's  woe. 
And  o'er  its  chains  thy  cov'ring  mantle  throw  ; 
Hide  yon  deluded  agonizing  train, 
Who  bleed  by  thnufands  on  the  purple  plain  ; 
Tiaeir  piercing  cries,  their  dying  groans  controui. 
And  lock  up  all  the  feelings  of  his  foul. 
Shield  him  from  flander's  perfecuting  race, 
W'ho  feek  to  wound,  and  labour  to  difgrace, 
Who  view  the  humbled  worth  with  jealous  eye, 
The  viper  brood  of  black  malignity  ! 
So  fliall,  perchance,  content  with  thee  return, 
'Mongft  vernal  fweets  to  raife  his  wintry  urn ; 
To  his  retreat  tranquillity  repair, 
"  And  freedom  dwell  a  penfive  hermit  there."' 
O  !  in  retirement  may  he  reft  at  laft, 
The  prefent,  calm,  forgotten  all  the  pad  ; 
Bcfide  the  babling  brook  at  twilight's  clofe, 
Tafte  the  loft  folace  of  the  mind's  repofe  ; 
Lift  the  lorn  nightingale's  impreffive  lay. 
That  foothes  the  evening  of  retiring  May, 
When  the  young  moon  her  paly  flag  difplays, 
And  o"er  the  ftream  the  panting  zephyr  Ilrays  ; 
No  heedlefs  hours  recall'd,  no  feftive  roar. 
That  once  deluded,  but  can  pleafe  no  more  ; 
No  wild  emotions  bid  his  comforts  ceafe, 
Or  from  his  cottage  drive  the  angel  peace  ; 
Nor  vain  ambition  tempt  his  thoughts  anew, 
But  ftill  preferve  the  friendfliip  of  the  few ; 
Still,  ftill  preferve  the  fond  domeftic  fmile, 
Of  h  r,  whofe  voice  can  ev'ry  care  beguile  j 
With  meek  philofophy  his  hours  employ, 
Or  thi.lling  poetry's  delicious  joy  ; 
And  from  the  faded  promifes  of  youth, 
Retain  the  love  of  liberty  and  truth.'     p  .33, 
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The  public  are  already  pofTeffed  of  favourable  fpeclmens  of 
Mr.  Merry's  poetical  talents ;  and  from  the  preceding  quota- 
tions, we  doubt  not,  our  readers  will  not  fcruple  to  pronounce, 
that  the  Pains  of  Memory  pofleiTes  very  confiderable  merit. 


Ep'iflles  Domejl'ic^  Confidential,  and  Official^  from  General 
IVaJh'inglon.  Written  about  the  Commencement  of  the  Ame- 
rican Conlejl^  when  he  entered  on  the  Command  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  StateSfl^c.  i^c.  ^vo.  ^s.  Boards.  Riving- 
tons.      1796. 

V/U'HEN  the  volume  before  us  firfl:  came  to  our  hands,  we 
took  it  up  with  avidity,  expetSling  that  it  no  doubt  con- 
tained the  promifed  continuation  of,  or  the  Appendix  to,  the 
two  interelling  volumes  of  general  Walhington's  genuine  and 
authentic  '  Ofncial  Letters,'  of  which  we  gave  our  readers  an 
account  laft  year  *.  But  we  were  foon  undeceived  by  the  fol- 
lowing hiftory  of  its  contents — 

'  The  public  will  naturally  be  inquifitlve  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
the  following  letters.  For  every  thing  elfe,  they  will  fpeak  for 
themfelves  :  and,  for  their  genuinenefs,  the  editor  conceives  him- 
felf  concerned  to  give  only  fuch  vouchers  as  he  himfelf  has  receiv- 
ed. By  the  laft  pacquet  he  was  favoured  with  a  letter  from  a  friend, 
now  ferving  in  a  loyal  corps  under  brigadier-general  Deiancey  of 

New  York,  oi  which  he  here  fubjoins  a  faithful  extraft," 

"  Among  the  prifoners  at  Fort-Lee,  I  efpied  a  mulatto  fellow,  whom 
I  thought  I  recolledled,  and  who  confirmed  my  conjectures  by  gaz- 
ing very  earneftly  at  me.  I  aiked  him  if  he  knew  me.  At  firfi:  he 
was  unwilling  to  own  it ;  but  when  he  was  about  to  be  carried  off, 
thinking,  I  fuppofe,  that  I  might,  perhaps,  be  of  fome  fervice  to 
him,  he  came  and  told  me,  that  he  was  Billy,  and  the  old  fervant 
of  general  Wailiington*  He  had  been  left  there  on  account  of  an 
indifpofition  which  prevented  his  attending  his  mafter.  I  afked  him 
a  great  many  queftions,  as  you  may  fuppofe  ;  but  iound  very  httle 
fatisfaftion  in  his  anfwers.  At  laft,  however,  he  told  me  that  he 
had  a  fmall  portmanteau  of  his  mafter's,  of  which,  when  he  found 
that  he  muft  be  put  into  confinement,  he  entreated  my  care.  It 
contained  ouh/  a  itw  ftockin^s  and  ftiirts  :  and  I  could  fee  nothino- 
worth  my  care,  except  an  almanack,  in  which  he  had  kept  a  fort 
of  a  journal,  or  diary  of  his  proceedings  fince  his  firft  coming  to 
New  York :  there  were  alfo  two  letters  fromi  his  ladv,  one  from 
Mr.  Cuftis,  and  fome  pretty  long  ones  from  a  Mr.  Lund  Walh- 
ington.     And  in  the  fame  bundle  with  them,  the  firft  draugiits,  or 


*  .See  Vol.  Xiil.  p.  41',  and  Vol.  XVI.  p.  170. 
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foul  copies,  of  anfwers  to  them.  I  read  thefe  with  avidky ;  and 
bciiio;  highly  entertained  with  them,  have  ftiewn  them  to  feveral  of 
iTiv  friends,  who  all  agree  with  me,  that  he  is  a  very  different  cha- 
raHerfrom  ivhat  they  had  fuppofed  him.'"      pp.  i,  2. 

Different  indeed  !  very  ditlerent  from  what  he  ever  was,  or 
is,  or  e'er  will  be.     But,  not  to  keep  our  readers  in  fufpenfe, 
we  proceed  to  inform  them  that  tlae  extra£l  aboVe  quoted,  and 
the  letters   to  which   it  relates,  are,  all   together,  an  arrant 
forgery, — a  forgery,  however,  not  of  recent  date,  but  a  ftale 
antiquated  one.     During  the  American  conteft,  when  Britifli 
honour  ftooped  to  many  a  vieed  on  whicli  we  iliould  blufn  to 
bellow  the  appropriate  epithet, — when  every  attempt  to  decoy 
nnd  wean  general  Wafbiingtoa  from  the  fervice  of  his  country 
had  proved  fruitlefs, — when  no  better  fuccefs  had  attended  s 
confpiracy  againli  his  perfon  (fee  Iiis  Official  Letters,  vol.  i. 
p.  174),  and  the  v/retch  who  had  been  bribed  to  betray  or  af- 
fafTinate  his  general,  had  paid  his  forfeit  life  at  the  gallows, — ■ 
then,  a  Haunch  loyalift,  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  ruling  mini- 
ftry,  fabricated  thefe  pieces  (dolusy  an  virtus,  quls  in  hoftc  re- 
qiiirat  P  !  I  ! )  for  the  laudable  purpofe  of  bringing  the  Ame- 
rican chief  into  difrepute,   and   rendering  him  an  objedl  of 
fufplcion  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen. — Had  the  ftratagem 
fucceedcd, — had  general  Waftiington  been  removed  from  of- 
fice, and  the  conduct  of  the  army  been  intrufted  to  fome  hot- 
headed and  iefs  prudent  commander,  who  would  on  every  oc- 
cafion  have  rafhiy  led  out  his  raw  troops  into  the  field  againft 
the  veterans  of  Britain,  of  Heffe-Cafiel,  and  of  Waldeck, — it 
is  by  no  means  improbable  that  the  royal  army  might  have 
inarched  triumphant  from  one  end  of  the   continent  to  the 
other,  with  as   much  eafe  as  the  French  have  fince  over-run 
Holland. — But,  to  return~to  our  fubjedt, — In  New  York, — at 
the   head -quarters  of  the  Brltlfh   army, — under  the  wing  of 
the  BritiHi  conimander  in  chief,  thefe  letters  were  manufac- 
tured :    and  they  were  there  publifhed  in  a  miniflerial  newf- 
paper  that  v/as infamous  all  over  the  continentfor  the  fliamelefs 
and  impudent  falfehoods  which  it  daily  held  forth  to  the  eyes 
of  an-  aRoniflied  and  indignant  people.     In  that  paper  it  was 
Common  to  fee  pretended  refolutions  of  congrefs,  calculated 
to  difoand  the  American  armies,  or  make  them  rife  in  rebel- 
lion againft  their  employers, — and  to  alienate  the  whole  coun- 
try from  the  caufeof  liberty.    One  black  inftance  of  fuch  for- 
gery is  mentioned  with  becoming  indignation   and  contempt 
by  general  WafhingtOli  in  his  Official  Letters  (voLii.  p.  267  j  ; 
and  many  others  might  be  quoted,  if  it  were  worth  our  while^ 
or  if  we  thought  our  readers  could  patiently  bear  the  recital 
of  the  infamy  of  their  countrymen, — The  fabricator  of  ^\\cie,- " 
ktteis  was  well  known  at  the  time  ;  and  we  have  been  credi- 
a.  b!y 
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lily  informed  (but  unable  poHtively  to  afcertain  tbe  fa(£l)  tliat 
he  was  complimented  with  a  Iiandfome  penfion,  as  a  reward 
for  his  loyalty  and  well-meant  efforts  on  that  and  fimilar  occa- 
lions.  Though  his  ftratagem  failed  of  fuecefs,  the  intention 
was  nevertheiefs  equally  mei-icorious,  and  entitled  hirn  to  the 
grateful  regards  of  thoie  who  never  fai)  tc  reward  talents  ex- 
erted in  ^  ^(jsi:/ a  caufc.  The  Americans,  however,  defpifed 
and  laughed  at  the  contents  of  tlie  mulatto's  budget^  and  con- 
tinued to  repofe  the  fame  well-merited  confidence  in  their 
general,  as  before  ;  and  the  pretended  letters  were  apparently 
configned  to  eternal  oblivion, — when,  contrary  to  all  especla- 
tioUj  the  obfolete  i|ander  has  been  lately  revived  by  fome  of 
the  oppofers  of  general  Waihington's  government,  whp  have 
colletled  them  into  a  volume,  ^n  hopes,  no  doubt,  to  milead 
the  new  generation  that  has  fprung;  up  fince  the  war,  and  the 
numerous  emigrants  who  have  fettled  in  America  within  the 
laft  twenty  years.  But  the  editors  cannot  hope  to  miuead 
poflerity  :  for  impartial  Hiftpry  will  never  deign  to  dip  her 
pencil  in  this  impure  puddle  of  falfehood  and  flander,  nor 
darken  the- fair  charadler  of  the  American  chief  with  any  of 
the  black  colouring  here  prefented  to  her  by  the  hand  of  llark- 
naked  unblufliing  Forgery.  Jf  -ihe  condefcend  to  take  any 
notice  of  the  con'tents  of  this  volume,  it  will  be  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  recording  the  infamy  of  tiiofe  who  were  concern- 
ed in  the  fabrication  and  propagation  of  fuch  fliam.elefs  ca- 
lumny, and  to  exiiibit,  in  an  advantageous  point  of  view,  the 
good  fenfe  and  dlfcernmerit  of  the  Americans,  who  contemn- 
ed and  difregarded  it. 

To  give  our  readers,  however,  a  fpecimen  of  the  fabrica- 
tor's abilities,,  we  lay  before  them  the  mod  ftriking  paiTageSj 
— thofe  which  conftituted  the  chief  obje(Sl;  of  the  forgery  ;  the 
reft,  in  fatl,  being  *  nought  but  leather  and  prunel  o,' — mere 
coa:imon-place  traih,  folely  calculated  as  a  convenieiTt  cloak 
to  fcreen  the  poifoned  dagger  intended  to  affafiinate  the  cha- 
j:a6ler  of  the  American  commander — 

'  Oar  want  of  ikilJ,  our  want  of  ammunition,  in  fliort,  our  want 
of  every  thing  which  an  army  ought  to  have,  are  aii,  no  doubt, 
exceedingly  againft  us ;  but,  they  are  all   nothing  to   our  luani  of 
virtue — Unufed  to  the  many  arts  and  devices,  by  which  defign'mg 
men  carry  their  points,   I  unwillingly  iiftened  to  my  own  appre'ien- 
iions,  when  early  in  the  firfl  congrefs,  I  thought  I  faw  a  tendency 
to    meafures   'lohich    1   r.evtr    could  approve   cf.     I  reaforied  nnfelf, 
•  hotvever,  cut  of  my  fears,  with  no  ordinary  reproach  on  ipy  own 
,  itieannefs,  in  having  given  way  to  fufpicions,  which  could  notice 
true,  unlefs  we  had  mm  ajuQngji  ourfdvtfs  more  flagitious  than  even 
I    {hofe  we,  were  oppoliug.      Ac   length,  howevei',  when  a  continen- 
tal army  came  to  be  voted  for,  my  fears  returned  with  redoubled 

G  a  force  : 
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force  :  for  then,  for  the  firft  time,  I  clearly  faw  our  aims  reached 
fartlier  than  we  cared  to  avow,  it  was  carried  with  an  unanimity 
■  that  really  aftoniflied  me  ;  becaufe  I  knew  many  who  voted  for  if, 
were  as  avnj'c  to  the  iv^epcndauy  of  Ainerica^  as  I  WAS.  And 
they  even  ridiculed  me  for  mv  apprehenfions  on  that  account  :  and, 
indeed,  when  they  fuggefled  that  Great  Britain,  feeing  us  appa- 
rently determined  to  rifk  every  thing  rather  than  that  they  ftjould 
tax  us,  wmild  never  think  of  engaging  in  a  civil  war  with  us, 
which  mull:  necellarily  cofl  her  more  than  even  America  could  re- 
pay her,  I  could  not  but  hope,  that  I  was  miftaken;  and  that  our 
military  preparations  might  be  a  good  political  movement.  In  one 
thing,  however,  we  all  agreed,  that,  as  the  forces  were  chiefly  to 
be  raifed  in  New-England,  it  would  be  extremely  rafli  and  impru- 
dent in  the  fouthern  delegates  to  leave  them  in  the  pofTrflion  of  fo 
formidable  a  power  without  any  check.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that 
it  was  this  conjideration  which,  if  am  to  be  credited,  forely  againji 
my  ivilly  determined  vie  to  accept  of  the  command  of  this  armyJ 
P.   6. 


'  What  you  fay  on  the  fubject  of  independency  is  perfectly  ju- 
dicious, and,  no  doubt,  highly  worthy  of  all  our  mofl:  ferious  con- 
fideration.  Yet,  I  have  a  pra^fentiment,  that  it  will  take  place,  and 
fpeedily.  Open  and  unreferved  as  my  conduct  towards  you  has 
ever  been,  1  have  no  reludance  to  confefs  to  you,  that  the  meafure 
'is  diametricaUy  o>poJItc  to  my  judgment  ;  for  I  have  not  vet  defpair- 
ed  of  an  honourable  reconciliation;  and  whiifl  I  can  entertain  but 
an  hope  of  that,  both  intereil  and  inclination  lead  me  to  prefer  it  to 
every  thing  elfe  upon  earth.  Human  affairs  are  oddly  ordered  : 
to  obtain  what  you  mofr  wifli  for,  you  mufi:  often  make  ufe  of 
means  you  the  leaft  aj.iprove  ot. 

*  As  in  bargaining,  to  obtain  a  fair  and  equal  price,  you  muft 
frequently  afk  more  than  you  wifli  to  take.  I  do  not  really  ivijhfor 
independence.      I  hope  there  are  feiu  ivho  doJ'     p.  2i. 


*  We  have  overfliot  our  mark  :  we  have  grafped  at  things  be- 
yond our  reach  :  it  is  impoilible  we  fliould  fucceed  ;  and  /  cannot^ 
with  truth,  fay  that  1  am  forty  for  it ;  becaufe  /  am  far  from  being 
fure  that  lae  dferve  tojuccced.'     p^  5, 

'  As  far  as  I  have  the  controul  of  them^  all   our    preparations    of 

war  aim  only  at  peace It  is  impoffible   to  fuppofe,  that, 

in  the  ieifure  and  quiet  of  winter  quarters,  men  will  not  have  vir- 
tue to  liften  to  the  diclates  of  plain  common  fenfe  and  fober  reafoa. 

I  love  my  kingx  you  know  I  do  :  a  foldier,  a  good  man 

cannot  but  love  him.  How  peculiarly  hard  then  is  our  fortune,  to 
be  deemed  traitors  to yo  good  a  king  !  But  I  am  not  without  hopes, 
that  e'vcn  he  'xlll yet  fee  caufe  to  do  me  jufiicc."     pp.  61,  62. 
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Here  was  fufFicient  (had  It  but  gained  credit)  to  render  the 
entire  congrefs,  and  all  the  fupporters  of  American  indepen- 
dency, hoftile  to  the  fuppofed  writer.  The  motive  attributed 
to  him  for  taking  the  command  of  the  army,  was  alfo  well 
devifed  to  render  the  whole  of  the  New-England  ftates  jealous 
of  him.  And  to  render  him  unpopular  in  the  fouthern  ftates 
alfo,  the  fabricator  was  careful  to  make  him  draw  a  very  un- 
favourable chara£ler  of  the  influential  family  of  the  Lees, 
p.  50, — to  paint  in  equally  difadvantageous  colours  that  of 
Mr.  Henry,  the  idol  of  Virginia, — to  fugged  the  hint  of  un- 
dermining and  fuperfeding  him  in  the  offzce  of  governor,  p.  49, 
— and  to  drop  a  left-handed  compliment  (p.  64)  calculated  to 
difguft  the  whole  corps  of  the  Virginian  oflicers.  But  we  for- 
bear to  quote  this  trafh,  and  hallen  to  prelent  our  readers  with 
the  following  precious  morceau, — the  mafter-ftroke  of  the 
whole  performance.  It  was  certainly  well  contrived  to  excite 
in  the  minds  of  the  Americans  the  idea  of  a  Pififtratus,  a 
C?efar,  or  a  Cromv/ell, — and  fufficient,  of  itfelf  alone,  to  have 
entitled  the  writer  to  a  handfome  penfion — • 

'  There  are  men  who  are  for  ever  fuggelling  fufpicions  and  jea- 
loufies  of  the  army  and  its  commander.  My  own  heart  afllires  me 
I  mean  them  no  ill :  however,  if  I  really  have  the  influence  and 
afcendency  which  they  fuppofe,  /  "vjiil  for  their  fakes,  as  well  as 
my  own,  hfveafter  maintain  it  at  fame  Utile  coft.  A  thoufand  con- 
fiderations  determine  me  to  Jlraln  every  nerve  to  prevent  the  army^s 
heing  under  any  other  ontroiii,  luhi'Ji  I  live.  Let  a  perfuafion  of  the 
neceffity  of  this,  if  occafion  fliouid  arife,  be  feafonably  urged  in. 
my  native  ftate  :  and  in  tl>e  mean  v/hile,  let  fame  more  than  ordi- 
nary pains  be  taken  to  ?nai-e  7ne  popular.  Their  own  honour  and  in- 
tereft  are  both  concerned  in  my  being  fo.  Shew  this  to  Mr.  Dan- 
dridge  :  and,  as  you  both  can  enter  into  my  meanings  even  from  the 
moji  difiant  hints^  I  can  reft  fatisfied,  that  you  will  do  every  thing  I 
wifli  you.'     p.  51. 

The  Appendix  prefents  us  with  an  Inftance  of  barefaced 
forgery,  which  mull  refle£l  eternal  difgrace  on  the  author  and 
propagators  of  it.  We  are  prefented  with  one  hundrpd  and 
twenry-fix  pages  of  papers  (fuch  as  they  are)  refpe£ling  the 
treatment  and  exchange  of  prifoners, — the  whole  tending  to 
imprefs  the  reader  with  a  perfuafion  that  the  exchange  was 
purpofely  avoided  on  the  part  of  general  Waftiington  from 
niotives  of  *  cruel  and  unjuftifiable  policy,'  viz.  an  unwilling- 
nefs  to  releafe  Britifii  foldiers  enlifted  for  life,  in  exchange  for 
Americans,  who,  having  completed  their  term  of  fervice, 
would  immediately  return  to  their  families,  inftead  of  rejoin- 
ing the  continental  army.  And  the  better  to  inculcate  a  belief 
t^at  he  was  actuated  by  fuch  motive,   a  refolution  of  congi-efs 
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isintroiUicrc'  (.■).  104),  apparently  ^\\\w<g  him  full  power  to  treat 
for  a  giMieral  exchange  of  prifoners.  But,  on  comparing  that 
Tcfolution  with  the  printed  Journals  of  Congrefs,  wc  find  It  to 
be  grof^^ly  falfified  in  the  inftance  before  ns  :  and,  left  we 
ifhould  nttVibr.te  the  faux-pas  to  a  cafual  error  of  the  prefs,  the 
fame  falfification  is  again  repeated  in  two  other  placeSv  page? 
110,  and  115.  In  all  thofc  three  paffages,  the  congrefs  are 
blade  to  fay,  that  *  if  .  .  .  .*r  all  the  officers  of  the  enemy  fhall 
be  exchanged,  and  a  balance  of  prifoncrs  remain  in  their 
hands,  then  an  equivalent  of  privates  fhall  be  fettled-,'  where- 
as, in  the  Journals  (vol.  iv.  p.  667),  we  find  '  a  balance  of 
officers,'  and  *  an  equivalent  of  privates,  to  be  given  in  ex- 
change for  fuch  officers  ;'  congrefs  having  liiTiited  their  views, 
on  that  occafion,  to  the  releSfe  f^f  ^h(-";r  CiliCcrs  only,  and  ef- 
Te£^ually  tied  up  their  general's  hands  from  proceeding  any 
farther  in  the  buGncfs  of  exchanges  than  was  abfolutcly  ne- 
ce'flary  for  the  attainment  of  that  fingle  object. —Whether,  or 
how  far,  that  body  might  have  been  influenced  by  the  politi- 
cal conlideration  aboyementioned,  wejcave  it  to  others  to  de- 
termine : — certain  it  is,  that  the  exchanges  were  not  always 
carried  on  with  a  degree.of  alacrity  and  expedition  equal  to 
the  wifnes  of  the  unfortunate  fufFerers,  and  their  friends  :  but 
it  is  equally  certain,  that,  if  there  exlfted  any  fuch  motive 
for  backwardnefs  and  delay,  as  that  which  is  here  fuggefled,  it 
neither  ori<^inated  with  "eneral  Wafliineton,  nor  was,  in  the 
fmalleft  degree,  fanttioned  by  his  approbation.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  ever  reprobated  fuch  policy  :  and,  accordingly,  we 
find  him  (in  his  Official  Letters,  vol.  ii.  pp.  ^35,  &  feqq.)  com- 
bating  it  with  all  the  glow  of  language,  and  energy  of  argu- 
ment, which  the  honcCt  indignation  of  a  generous  heart,  and 
a  tender  lympathy  for  the  lulFcrlngs  of  his  gallant  compa- 
triots, could  infplre. 

Before  We  take  leave  of  this  volume, — ^whlch  we  wouk', 
have  thought  unworthy  of  fuch  minute  attention,  had  we  not 
conceived  a  poilibility  that  fome  readers  in  this  country  might 
have  unwarily  received  its  contents  as  genuine, — we  muft  no-  '^ 
tice  an  addrefs  from  general  Washington  to  an  affembly  of 
ofhcers,  at  a  time  (March,  1 7 83)  when  the  moft  ferious  and 
alarming  confcquences  were  apprehended  from  the  difcontents 
•which  prevaiJed  In  the  American  army,  and  anonymous  pa- 
pers, ably  and  artfully  written,  were  circulated  throughout 
the  camp  (by  emiiTaries  from  the  Britifh  head- quarters  at  New 
York,  as  was  generally  fuppofctl),  In  order  to  excite  the 
troops  to  revolt  and  defprt  the  flandard  of  congrefs.  The  ad- 
drefs does  honour  both  to  the  general's  head  and  his  heart,  and' 
well  deferves  to  be  read :  for  which  reafon,  in  order  that  the 
purchafers  of  the  volume  may  have  a  correal  copy  of  it,  we 

furnilh 


Epifiks  from  General  TVnJhwgim.  %'J 

furnifii  tliem  with  the  following  lift  of  errata^ — the  true  read- 
ings (which  we  inclofe  in  crotchets)  being  tranfcribed  from 
the  printed  Journals  of  Congrefs  (\^1.  viii.  p  244)  whence  the 
piece  was  taken  :  for  it  is  to  be  obfcrved  that  the  general  gave 
that  body  early  and  particular  intelligenee  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings. 

*How  inconfiflent  with  the  rules  ot  propriety,  and  hovj  fub- 
verfive'  [propriety,  hozv  unmihtary^  and  hew'] — '  let  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  army  Judg/  [dccidf']  — '  was  put  [JentJ  into  cir- 
culation'— '  men  fee  through  difficulties^  \_dffereni  optics]  — 
'  the  author  o{  ihe  piece'  \_addrej\] — '  the  darkeft /«/^/rzo«i' 
l/ulpicion] — *  the  blackeft  de/igns'  [dcjlgn] — '  that  t  is  intend^ 
ed  [and  is  defigned]  to  anfwer' — '  that  it  is  intended  [calculated] 
to  imprefs' — '  premeditated  injuftice  '10  [IN]  the  fovereign 
power  of  the  United  States' — '  the  fir Jl  [the  lecret]  mover' — 
^  \varmed  with  [bf]  the  recolleftion'— '  which  \s  necefjarf  [fo 
neeejfary] — '  the  ha'/ty,  irregular  [in-egi^'a*  and  ha  fly]  mee  ing* 
■ — '  propofed  /o  be  [to  have  been]  held' — *  and  [as]  my  heart 
has  ever  expanded' — '  1  heard  [have  heard]  its  praifes' — *  my 
indignation  has  r  if  en  [aril  en] — '  our  children^  and  our  [chih 
dreuy  our]  farms,  and  other  property' — '  we  have  left  [have] 
behind  us' — '  a  friend  to  the  [this]  country' — '  either  projcH^ 
[prcpojal] — '  this  [that]  performance' — '  obfervations  upon 
[urtj  the  tendency'^*  recommend  moderation'  [moderate  mea- 
fiires] — '  every  man  regards  [who  regard:]  that  hberty'  — 
*  reveres  the  [thai]  juftice''— *  involve  the  confuleration  [vivolvd 
the  mofi  ferious  and  alarming  conlequences  tha'i  can  invite  the 
confidcratiori] — 'and  which  [vjhat]^  have'—*  reafon  to  believe^ 
[conceive] — '  from  full  [a  full]  conviciion'— '  eftablifh  funcW 
[funds  for  this  put pofc] — '  their  deliberations^  [detet  minations] 
— '  which  would  [may]  caft  a  fliade' — i  which  has  been  [is] 
celebrated* — *  -wc  Jeek  for\[.feek] — '  J  bad  fa. lang'  '[have  fo  long 
had] — *  thofe  powers  I  AM  bound[WE  ARE  hound']  to  re- 
fpe6t' — '  the  utmojl  of  [utr.iojl  cxtmt:  of]xnj  abilities'— ' /^t? 
Jacred  rights  [the  rights]''oi  humanity' — '■with  b  ood'  [inb'ood] 
' — '■your  e}iemu's' [_aur  ermnies]- — *  one  mort proof  [d'lji'ingutjh- 
^d proof  ].  '  <  ' 

We  have  nei'tfrer  leifiire  nor  room  to  point  out  the  errata  m 
the  other  papers  which  accompany  Ae  addrefs,  from  d.  22/ 
to  254.  Such  of  our  readers,  therefore,  as  wifli  to  perufe 
them  in  their  genuine  ftate,  v/ill  do  well  to  confult  the  Jour- 
nals of  Congrefs,  which  are  neither  fcarce  nor  difficult  of  ac- 
cefs  in  this  country,  They  will  there  (from  p.  225  to  p.  24Q  of 
vol.  viii.)  faicl  the  whole  of  them,  together  with  other  pieces 
on  the  fame  fubje(fl,  which  have  been  pafit'd  over  in  fdence  by 
the  editors  of  this  volume  of  forgery, — tliough  interefling  in 
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themfelvcs,  and  abfolutely  necefTary  in  order  to  exhibit  tho- 
bufinefs  in  a  proper  point  of  light,  and  to  afford  a  clear  and 
impartial  view  of  the  manly  and  virtuous  line  of  conduft 
purfued  on  the  occafion  by  tlie  American  commander  in  chief. 
But,  we  humbly  crave  their  pardon  ! — that  might  not  perhaps 
have  anfwered  their  purpofe,  which  evidently  was  no  othey 
than  to  blacken,  at  all  events,  and  vilify  the  chavadcr  of  ge- 
neral Wafliington,  and  to  render  his  perfon  and  his  govern- 
ment unpopular  with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


^n  EjJay  on  Alujlcal  Harmony^  according  io  the  Nature  of  that 
Science^  and  the  Principles  of  the  greatejl  Mufical  Authors. 
'By  Augujius  Frederic  Chrijiopher  KoUmanHy  Organijl  of  his 
Aiajifty  s  German  Chapel^  at  St.  fames  s.  Folio.  iL  is. 
Dale.     1796. 

TT  is  but  feldom  that  our  attention  Is  called  to  publications  of 
-*■  this  kind  ; — nor  do  we  remember  to  have  feen  the  prefent 
work  advertifed  ;  but  having  had  it  recommended  to  our  no- 
tice by  an  excellent  judge  of  the  fubjecSl,  we  thought  it  our 
duty  to  give  our  readers  an  account  of  it. 

In  recollefling  the  books  that  have  appeared  in  our  lan- 
guage during  the  prefent  century,  on  the  art  of  mufcal  com" 
fofition^  to  which  this  effay  is  chiefly  confined,  and  on  confulting 
the  catalogue  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  volume  of  Dr.  Burney's 
General  Hijhry  of  Mufic,  we  find  but  few  works  that  throw 
any  light  upon  the  dark,  thorny,  and  myfterious  road  to  prac- 
tical harm.ony,  or  the  art  of  fele^ling  and  combining  mufical 
founds  in  fuch  a  way  as  fhall  pleafe  ignorant  lovers;  pf  mufic, 
and  fatisfy  learned  profeffors. 

Dr.  Holder,  in  1701,  gave  us  the  natural  grounds  and 
principles  of  harmony,  but  no  infl:ru6lions  for  its  ufe. 

In  1721,  Malcolm's  Treatife  on  Mujk^  fpcculative^  prac- 
tical, and  hifiorical-i  appeared.  But  though  this  is  an  elabo- 
rate work  on  harmcnlcs^  or  fpeculative  mufic,  it  contains  very 
little  infi:ru6tion  for  compofition  ;  as,  out  of  608  pages,  of  which 
the  volume  confifts,  only  thirty-eight  have  been  appropriated 
to  that  fubjecl ;  and  even  thefe,  we,. are  told  by  Mr.  Malcolm, 
'  were  communicated  to  him  by  a,friend,  who  from  modefty 
would  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  named.'  But,  fiiort  and  few  as 
are  the  rules  contained  in  thefe  pages,  they  contain  prohibi- 
tions and  rellriclions,  which  would  perplex  a  fludent  of  the 
prefent  time,  and  narrow  his  refources. 

The  Treatife  on  Harmony,  afcribed  to  Dr.  Pepusch,  ap- 
peared in  1 73 1.     This  little  book  contains  many  excellent 
rules  and  examples  \  but  the  art  has  received  fuch  improve- 
ments, 
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jnents,  or  at  leaft  changes,  fmce  the  time  of  its  publication, 
that  a  mufician  who  fhould  know  no  more  than  he  could  learn 
from  this  treatife,  would  not  rank  high  among  modern  com- 
polers. 

In  1742,  was  publifhed  Geminiani's  Guida  Jrmonlca^ 
from  which  much  was  expected  by  the  muficians  of  that  time; 
but  it  turned  out  to  be  little  better  than  the  La-putan  machine 
in  Gulliver's  Travels, — from  vi-'hich  words  and  ientences,  pro- 
mifcuoufly  blended  by  the  rotatory  motion  of  a  cylinder,  were 
fortuitoufly  taken  out  for  ufe.  And  a  compofer,  by  toilinp- 
at  Geminiani's  Dictionary  of  Adodulation,  by  mechanical 
operations^  may  perhaps  light  on  fuch  detached  fragments  of 
harmony,  as  will  fuit  his  key  and  movement :  and  thus  *  com- 
pofe  mufic  Mdthout  the  leaft  alTiftance  from  genius  and  ftudy/ 

In  1752,  there  appeared  a  very  bad  tranflation  of  a  part  of 
Rameau's  Nouvcau  Syfteme  de Mufique  Thcorique,  which  wz% 
firft  publifbed  at  Paris  in  1726.  But  the  Engiifh  verfion  con- 
tains only  one  of  four  books,  of  which  the  original  confifts, 
which  were  afterwards  newly  arranged  and  abridged  by 
D'Alembert,  in  his  Elernens  de  Mufique-^  and  laftly,  in  1760, 
the  whole  was  newly  written  by  Rameau  himfelf,  and  pub- 
lifhed at  Paris  under  the  title  of  Code  de  Mufique.  But  if  this 
lad  work  of  that  learned  and  once  idolifed  mufician  were  en- 
tirely and  well  tranllated,  fo  different  are  the  technica  and 
harmonics  ufed  in  France  from  thofe  in  every  other  part  of 
Europe,  that  it  would  be  found  a  very  infufficient  guide  to  the 
modern  pra6lice  of  harmony. 

Antoniotto's  Treatife  on  Compofilion^  2  vols,  folio, 
"which  were  publifhed  by  fubfcription  in  1760,  was  the  moft 
ample  and  important  work  on  the  fubjecl,  which  had  appeared 
in  our  language  and  country.  However,  too  many  pages  of 
this  treatife  were  beftowed  on  the  fcalcs,  concerning  which 
his  whole  firft  book  is  chiefly  occupied.  And  the  Int&rvals 
and  tranfpofitions  of  thefe  fcales  are  all  the  inftru^tions  he 
gives  for  melody.  In  the  fecond  book,  indeed,  a  ftudent  may 
iearn  to  pile  notes  on  notes  in  polyphonic  harmony,  to  the 
amount  of  eight,  and  even  Tixteen  real  parts  !  But  this  is  all 
confined  to  one  key,  and  fundamental  progrefTion  of  the  bafe, 
by  afcending  and  defcending  5ths.  However,  by  patient  ftu- 
dy,  much  of  the  mechanical  part  of  muGc  may  be  learned  in 
this  book,  which  being  but  aukwardly  tranflated  from  the  Ita- 
lian in  which  it  was  originally  written,  and  much  darkened  by 
pedantry  and  technical  jargon,  is  by  no  means  an  alluring 
book,  or  fufiiciently  ample  and  explicit  on  all  the  parts  of 
compoiition.  But  \v'lmtfmgle  hook  was  ever  produced,  which 
could  unfold  all  the  arcana  of  any  art  or  fcience  ?  The  ftu- 
dent who  has  only  books  for  his  mafters,  mufl  have  recourfe 
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to  many  fuch  guides  ;  and  what  he  is  unable  to  find  or  com* 
|>rehen<i  in  one,  may  perhaps  be  communieated  to  him  by  an- 
other. It  is  but  jultice  to  lay,  thwi  fagui  and  canon  are  more 
amply  treated  in  Anloniotto's  work,  than  in  any  other  that  has 
.appeared  in  our  language.  But  M'hcu  he  tells  us,  p.  45,  that 
^  fundamental  coimter point  was  never  hitlierto  known,  and  con- 
fequcntly  never  ufed,'  the  trcatife  by  Rameau,  mentioned 
above,  confutes  him,  as  do  aifo  ivumerous  fubfequent  treati- 
fes  of  Rameau  and  his  followers  and  commentators. 

HoT.DtN's  El] ay  towards  a  rational  Syjieni  of  Mufic^  in 
fmall  4to,  printed  at  Glafgow,  1770,  is  a  very  ingenious  and 
ui'eful  little  book,  in  which  a  iludent  will  find  much  know- 
ledge of  the  art,  derived  both  from  iludy  and  the  beft  authors 
'o/  thfe  time.  This  work,  which  merited  our  fincere  approba- 
tion foon  after  it  was  publifhcd  (fee  our  XXXIIId  vol.  1772) 
was  not  propofed  by  tlie  author  as  a  fyflem  of  praclical  har- 
mony or  compofition,  but  modefliy  defigned  as  an  explana- 
tion *  of  fuch  particulars  as  every  one  ought  to  be  acquainted 
•rt^ith,  who  defires  either  to  perform  nwfic  with  propriety  and 
■fpirit,  or  hear  it  with  judgment  and  talle.'  Inftrumcntal  mu~ 
jk  and  modulation  have  fince  that  time  made  fuch  bold  ftrides, 
if  riot  tevjardsperfeflion^  at  lead  from  former  praiilce-,  that, 
though  much  may  be  {lill  learned  in  this  book,  yet  much  will 
remain  to  be  learnt,  by  thcfe  who  read  no  other  on  the  fubjecl 
of  counterpoint. 

In  1,771,  Morley's  celebrated /«iroJwc7/c??  was  reprintedj 
without  reforming  the  old  quaint  language  of  the  dialogue, 
explaining  the  oblblcte  dotlrines,  or  fupplying  deficiencies  by 
any  thing  new.  This  book  is  now  certainly,  by  its  age  anu 
fcarcity,  become  more  curious  than  ufeful.  It  exhibits  the 
ftate  of  our  language  and  fecular  mufic  at  the  latter  end  of 
queen  Elizabeth's  reign.  But  though  the  latter  was  truly 
barbarous,  yet  Tallis,  Bird,  and  Morley,  were  as  excellent 
conipofers  of  church  mitpc,  as  any  part  of  Europe  could  then, 
or;perha;ps  at  any  other  period,  boait. 

Tiie  lafr  publication  that  bears  any  afhnity  to  the  work  be- 
fore us,  was  JoKEs's  (the  rev.  W.)  Trcatife  on  the'^Jrt  of 
PhifiCy  folio,  1784  (fee  our  Review  for  17S5,  vol.  LIX.) 
MThis  work  was  not  profefiedly  publiflied  as  a  trer^ife  on  com- 
■pofitlon,  but '  intended  (as  the  author  informs  us)  for  a  courfe 
of  lectures  PRKPARATORY  to  the  pratllcc  of  thorowrh-bnfs  and 
mufical  compofitlon  v  fo  that,  infteadbf  precluding  or  diminifli- 
ing  the  utility  of  the  effay  of  Mr.  Kollmafin  (a  regular  bred  and 
fiudious  profeiTor),  it  fcems  to  call  for  fome  fuch  work,  as  a 
neceiTary  fupplement  and  fuccelibr  to  that  of  our  reverend 
an-;i  ingenious  diieitar.te. 

We  ihould  now  gladly  enter  on  a  minute  anaiyfis  of  the 

work 
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•work  before  us,  hacj  we  lelfure  and  fpace  ;  but  wc  have  fofar 
extended  our  preface,  that  we  mud  be  very  fliort  in  our  re- 
marks. Yet,  w!ien  we  look  at  the  book, — a  formidable  folio  I 
there  is  a  certain  dignity  in  its  appearance,  which  demands  a 
refpeft  and  attention  to  which  a  dirninucive  duodecimo  catj 
have  little  claim.  But  alas  \  folios  feem  to  have  loft  their  fa- 
vour in  the  republic  of  letters,  as  much  as  ihe  nobiiify  of  a 
neighbouring  nation  have  their  rank  in  the  Hate  !  We  muft, 
however,  juft  give  a  (ketch  of  the  content^  of  that  part  of 
Jthis  work,  which  feemed  chiefly  wanted  in  our  language  for 
the  uie  of  our  young  ftudents  in  compofition,  who  have  not 
the  means  of  accefs  to  a  good  mafter,  or  leifure  to  read  many 
books.  ^Th.c  fcales^  in  all  the  different  genera,  are  to  be  found, 
in  almoll:  every  treatile  on  mufic,  as  well  as  the  defcription 
and  enumeration  of  conco-ds  T^wd  difcords ;  but  their  ule  in 
harmony  and  melody  has,  perhaps,  not  been  more  amply  de- 
tailed in  the  text,  and  explained  in  the  plates  before,  in  any 
book  that  has  come  to  our  knowledge.  Chcrds  likewife,  in 
accompaniment,  are  here  v/ell  explained  and  accurately  re^ 
prefented.  But  the  moft  important  chapters  in  the  work 
feeiTj  thofe  on  mcdidatio)i,  fipiple  and  double  counterpoint^  tml' 
iat'ion^  varlation-i  and  fancy  or  extempore  playing.  Thefe 
are  laboured  with  uncommon  diligence  and  fuccefs,  particu- 
larly douhle-ccmitjr Point,  which  we  do  not  recollett  to  i:ave 
feen  fo  fully  treated  in  any  other  book.  The  knowledge  of 
this  contrivance  will  greatly  facilitate  the  conftruftion  of  ca- 
nons and  fugues.  Our  aufhor  will  be  thought,  perhaps,  to 
have  done  but  little  in  explaining  the  ecclefiaftical  modes  or 
tones  of  canto  fermo ,  but  being  a  proteltant,  he  is  probably 
]efs  converfant  in  thefe  matters  than  fuch  writers  as  Fux,  An- 
toniotto,  Padre  Martipi,  and  others,  brought  up  catholics, 
and  accuilomed  to  compofe  for  the  Romifii  church. 

Some  curious  fragments  from  great  mafter?,  and  others  by 
the  author  that  are  very  ingetiious,  with  feverai  excellent  Ger- 
man hymns,  admirably  enriched  with  harmony,  have  been  in- 
ferted,  in  illudration  df  the  do(!;l;rines  laid  down  j  and  W"c  can 
venture,  on  the  vv-hole,  to  recommend  this  as  a  very  curious 
and  ufetul  work.  The  author,  being  a  German,  could  not 
always  avoid  foreign  idioms  in  v/riting  Engliflr-;  but  lie  has 
never  ufed  them  to  an  unintciiigipie  degree.  And  the  plates, 
which  are  numerous  and  well  engraved,  Vi^ill  iliumi'iatc  the 
tei^t  i^ifiiciently,  whenever  darknefs  or  doubts  may  ariit;. 
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Sketch  on  the  Caufes  of  the  Advarce  a'id  Decline  of  Nations  ;  t-Jitk 
Striffures  on  Syfiems  of  Finance,  particularly  applied  to  thofe  of 
France  and  Great  Britain.   %vo.   35.  dd.    Seined.  Johnfon.    1795- 

'I ""HE  chief  pofitions  eflabliflied  by  this  author,  who,  in  general, 
follows  the  fyftems  of  Smith  nnd  Turgot,  though  not  fcrviJely, 
arethefe: — Xo  fociety   being  confined,  in  its  confumption,  toils 
own  produdions,    with  part  of  which  it  purchafes  the  produce  of 
others,  a  quantity  of  commodities  becomes  neceffary,  fufficient  for 
confumption,  until  thofe  produced  in  foreign  countries  can  be  pro- 
cured ;  although  fugar  be  purchafed  with  part  of  the  produce  of 
England,  yet  fugar  does  not  im.mediately  follow  the  production  of 
thofe  goods  with  which  it  is  purchafed.     There  muft,  therefore,  be 
rot  only  commodities  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  thofe  em- 
ployed on  thefe  goods,  but  a  quantity  of  fugar  fufficient   for  con- 
sumption, until  more  can  be  procured.     It  is  impoifible  for  an  in- 
creafe  of  population  to  take  place,  unlefs  labour  be  employed  in 
agriculture  and  the  ufeful  msnufr. enures.     But  as  a  town  may  increafe 
in  population  without  agriculture,  becaufe  of  its  connection  with  the 
country  in  its  neighbourhood  ;  fb  may  a  fociety,  even  although  employ- 
ed in  the  production  of  articles  of  luxury,  provided  thefe  articles  are 
fent  to  others  for  the  purchafe  of  the  produce  of  agriculture;  and  fo 
may  a  fociety  be  ftationary,  even  though  employed  in  agriculture, 
fliould  it  purchafe  with  its  produce  articles  of  luxury.  This  points 
out  the  relation  in  which  different  countries,  or  parts  of  the  fame 
country,  may  ftand  to  each  other.   The  general  propofition  is  ftill, 
however,  true,  that  agriculture  and  the   ufeful  manufactures  mjuft 
be  attended  to,  in  order  to  allow  an  increafe  of  people.     The  in- 
creafe of  men  in  a  favage  frate  is  limited  by   the  fpontaneous  pro- 
duce of  the  foil;   in  civilifed  fociety,  by  the  proportion  of  labour 
ufefully  employed.     Nature  in  the  one  cafe,  man  in  the  other,  is 
the  nurfe  of  the  rifing  generation.     When  paper  is  introduced  into 
circulation,  there  is  a  relation  eltabliftied  between  it  and  the  circu- 
lating medium,  but  not  between  paper  and  commodities;  and  bv 
coming  into  circulation,  and  commanding   goods  as  well  as  the 
medium,  it  neceffarily  reduces  its  value.     If  produced  within  tlie 
fociety,  the  employment  of  a  fmaller  quantity  of  labour  and  ftock 
will  be  found  fufficient;  if  procured  from  another,    people   will 
be  apt  to  purchafe  goods  cheaper  !n  other  countries  ;  a  quantity, 
therefore,  will  be  carried  out,   and  goods  carried  in,  or  its  importa- 
tion for  fome  time  prevented,   by  thfs  reduClion  in  its  value.     Al- 
though the  emiffion  of  paper  gives  the  command  of  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  productions  to  certain  people,  than  they  are  entitled 
to, — yet  the  faving  which  it  occafions,  mud  be  equal  to  ;t :  this  pro- 
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portion  cannot  exc^d  the  quantity  of  goods,  in  the  one  cafe  car- ' 
ried  out,  or  which  the  erriiffion  prevents  being  carried  out, — nor, 
in  the  other,  the  additional  quantit)*  produced,  in  confeqr.ence  of 
lefs  labour  and  l^ock  being  employed  in  the  produiftion  of  the  me- 
dium. The  ftock  on  which  the  employment  of  labo-ur  depends, 
is  augmented. nearly  the  amount  of  the  paper  in  circulation. 

The  only  other  propofition  we  Ihall  quote,  refpecls  the  lower 
orders.  He  proves,  that  in  order  that  a  fociety  fliall  advance  ia 
population  and  wealth,  great  wages  muft  be  given  to  the  lower  orders, 
which  fuppofes  economy  amongft  the  others,  and  the  employment  of 
ftock  and  labour  in  agriculture,  and  the  ufeful  manufactures  ;  from 
great  wages  arifes  an  increafe  in  the  population,  and  from  the  in- 
creafed  population,  a  greater  productiori.  The  increafe  of  {lock  al- 
ways preceding,  and  being  always  followed  by,  an  increafe  of  peoole; 
for  as  no  increafe  of  people  can  take  place,  unlefs  preceded  by  an 
increafe  of  ftock ;  fo  no  further  increafe  of  uock  cantake  place,unlefs 
followed  by  that  of  people.  The  productions  arifing  from  the  in- 
creafed  population,  enter  the  hands  of  the  owners  of  ftock,  in 
place  of  thofe  which  had  been  advanced,  as  w^ages,  rent,  and  for 
their  own  confumption  ;  and  what  remains,  after  again  advancing 
rent,  and  the  ordinary  wages  to  the  fame  number  of  workmen,  is 
profit ;  part  of  which  may  be  coufumed,  part  give  employment  to 
the  additional  number  of  workmen,  which  always  follows  high 
wages,  and  part  may  go  to  the  augmentation  of  mercantile  ftock. 

The  reader  will  find  thefe  fubje6ls  amply  illuftrated.in  the  body 
of  the  work.  The  author  has  fuccefsfuUy  pointed  out  luch  errors 
in  Dr.  Smith's  work,  as  interfered  with  his  own;  but  he  has 
not  attained  an  engaging  manner  of  writing  upon  fubjecls,  ia 
themfelves  dry  and  unentertaining.  His  ftyle  is  generally  harfh, 
and  often  has  the  appearance  of  a  bad  tranflation.  He  has  thouffht 
attentively,  however,  upon  his  fubjet^  ;  and  his  work  is  a  valuatle 
addition  to  the  fcience  of  general  economy. 

A  Little  Plain  Englijk^  addrejfed  to  the  People  of  the  United  States, 
en  the  Treaty  negociated  luitk  his  Britannic  Majejiy^  avd  on  the 
ConduH  of  the  Pref.dent  relative  thrcto  ;  In  Anf^ver  to  '  The  Let- 
ters of  Franklin.'  With  a  Supplement ^  containing  an  Account  of 
the  Turbulent  and  Parlous  Proceedings  of  the  Oppofers  of  the 
Treaty.  By  Peter  Porcupine,  Author  cf  Obfervatlons  on  Dr. 
Prlejtley's  Emigration  to  America^  A  Bone  to  Gnavjfor  the  De~ 
mccrats,  ^c.  '^c.  Philadelphia,  printed :  London,  re-printed. 
8v3.     IJ-.  dd.     Johnfon.      1796. 

Mr.  Porcupine  having  avowed  himfelf  the  author  of  '  Obferva- 
tions  on  Dr.  Priff  ley's  Emigration,'  we  are  ready  to  retract  l.he  filf- 
picion  thrown  out  in  our  account  of  that  pamphlet ;  (Crit.  Rev. 
Vol.  XIII.  p.  104.  New  Arr.)  We  are  happy  to  find  that  this  coun- 
try has  tiie  difgrace  only  of  republi';3tion»  The  prefent  pamphlet  does 

no 
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*no  difcredir  to  the  trJents  and  temper  of  its  author.  It  is  alike  vf- 
mifn^,  abiifive,  and  untoundei  in  aflertion.  With  the  fubjecl:, 
iiKttil,  he  is  better  acqiiainte-J';  nnd  he  has  with  fome  Ibccels  vin- 
dic^itcd  the  conduA  of  the  prefident,  but  at  the  expenfe  of  that  ad- 
herence to  truth  a}id  decency,  which  a  writer  of  a  Uberal  and  can- 
did mind  vvould'wiiii  to  preferve. 

A  Second  Letter  to  H.  Duiicombe,  Eftj.  Member  of  Parliament  for 
the  County  (f  York.  By  ilu^Rev.  Wiiliam  L'lpfcoinh^  Reitnr  of 
Vi''elhuvy^  in  Yorhfuire,  Author  cf  the  '  Ccfe  of  the  War  conjidcr- 
ed.'     8^'o.     IS.  6d.     Debrett.      i7Qv 

The  '  Crrfe  of  the  War  confidered,'  was  reviewed  in  Vol.  XI.  p. 
226,  New  Arr.  where  we  made  a  favourable  report  of  the  author's 
principles  in  oppoling  the  war.  In  this  prefent  letter,  which  is 
dated  Feb.  5,  1795,  ht  fhift3  his  ground,  and  thinks  that  moment 
the  lead;  proper  for  propofing  peace,  however  defirable  peace  might 
appear  to  him.  He  fays,  '  that  France  has  exerted  for  almoft  five 
years,  every  nerve  to  extort,  amid  the  increafing  wants  of  her 
people,  wherewith  to  fiipport  the  millions  that  have  defended  her 
territory  ;  and  that  every  village,  in  every  province,  hath  been 
plundered,  and  is  now  almofi  entirely  exhaufled^  to  fupply  the  armies 
on  her  frontiers,  is  a  well  known  truth,  and  univerfally  admitted  1' 
Alas  !  another  Feb.  5  has  intervened  ;  and  what  becoines  of  this 
iyt'//-^«07t'M' truth  ?  It  is  a  misfortune  for  many  political  pamphlets, 
that  we  have  not  room  to  review  thsm  the  moment  they  are  pub- 
liflied.  After  a -few  weeks,  their  '  conclufive  reafoning,'  and 
'  undoubted  fafts,'  are  as  a  tale  that  is  told  ! 

The  Profperity  of  Great  Britain,  compared  -jjith  the  State  of  France^ 
her  Conquejls,  and  Allies.  Addreffid  principally  to  the  Freeholders, 
Farmtrs,  and  Artificers  of  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  to  thofe 
of  the  County  of  Salop.  By  Rowland  Hu-Hty  Ef^.  Svo.  is.Gd. 
Stockdale.     ijg^^- 

Afoort  extrafi:  from  the  Preface  to  this  pamphlet  will  give  ouf 
readers  an  idea  of  its  political  character — 

'  The  followincy  flieets  contain  the  fubiecls  of  various  communi- 
cations,  lince  the  month  of  January  1793;  when  the  induftry  of 
fedition  began  to  make  experiments  in  my  neighbourhood,  en  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants.  They  immediately  aiTo- 
ciated  :  tlieir  loyal  zeal  and  good  conduct  put  an  end  to  the  hopes 
of  the  difcontented  in  this  quarter ;  and  the  uniform  performance 
of  their  duties  of  every  kind,  has  not  only  been  a  fupport  to  the 
caufe  of  legal  order  and  loyalty;  but  their  m.utual  attention  to  each 
other,  when  in  a  ftate  of  oifEculty  from  the  price  of  corn,  has  been 
the  beft  proof  of  their  conftitutional  patriotifm.'      p.  v. 

The  reft  cf  the  obfervations  in' Mr.  K'jnt's  prcducT:Lon  perfei^iy 
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correfponds  with  the  deflgn  hinted  in  the  Preface,  namely,  that  of 
fiipporting  and  extending  the  experiinent  of  alarm, — an  experiment 
tvhich  the  adminiitration  of  the  coimtry  have  fucceeded  in  tryincr, 
at  the  expenfe  of  much  public  and  private  uneafinefs. 

This  popular  deluiion  could,  however,  from  its  nature,  have  no 
rnore  than  a  temporary  prevalence ;  and  fuch  publications  as  the 
prefent  contain  no  intrinfic  prote^lion  from  an  ephemeral  fympathy 
of  exiftence. 

Ohfervations  on  the  prefent  High  Price  of  CorUy  tvith  Hints  on  the 
Cultivation  of  Ifafe  Lands.  By  a  Farmer.  %vo.  is.  Mat- 
thews.     1795. 

The  author  of  this  very  fenfible  pamphlet  flatcs^  that  the  re- 
ttiarks  it  contains  were  originally  produced  in  a  letter  to  a  friend^ 
in  anfvver  to  the  following  inquiries — 

"  Is  the  prefent  advanced  price  of  grain  occafioned  bv  adventi- 
tious circumfiances  only  ?  Or  is  it  influenced  by  permanent  caufes, 
Vv'hich  mufi:  continue  to  operate,  although  contingent  circumftances 
ihould  be  lefs  calamitous  than  at  prefent?"     p.  5. 

In  purfuing  the  difcuffion  of  thefe  queries,  the  refieftions  of  the 
author  are  truly  judicious  and  philanthropic.  For  the  gratification 
of  our  readers,  we  fliall  make  an  extra<5l — 

'  The  hoftile  ftate  of  Europe  together  u'ith  its  reftraint  on  tillage,  a 
couftant  concomitant  on  the  miferies  of  war,  has  occafioned  themoft' 
Wanton  waftes ;  this  is  doubtlefs  one  caufe  of  the  piefent  fcarcity,' 
for  as  hunianity  is  not  tht  jirji  concern  of  the  policy  belonging  to 
the  o[overnmerrt  of  nations,  the  probabiiitv  of  famine  in  a  neioh- 
bouring  kingdom  has  unhappily  fuggefted  the  idea  of  exerting  every 
poilible  device  to  realize  it,  which  of  neceffitv  muft  in  a  mea'fiire, 
produce  the  like  effects  among  ourfelves,  of  which  we  now  fo 
juilly  complain.  For  ourfelves  or  neighbours  a  certain  quantity 
only  is  annually  grown  and  generally  apportioned  to  the  regular 
confumption;  by  whatever  means  this  quantity  is  leficiied,  it  is  a- 
iofs  to  the  whole  : — for  fuch  is  the  natural  operation  of  commercej 
that  the  abundant  market  will  be  drained  to  fuppiy  the  necellitous, 
and  that  in  defiance  of  every  energy  of  Itate-policy. 

'  Add  to  this,  that  all  wars  produce  an  increafed  confumption  t 
at  the  prefent  period  there  cannot  be  lefs  than  three  miilions  in  the 
hoitile  fervice  of  the  belligerent  pou'ers,  armies  and  navies  includ-" 
ed  ;  thefe  three  millions  are  daily  confuming  the  fuppiy  of  nine 
iTiiUions  employed  in  peacehil  induftry;  exclulive  of  the  wafre  oc- 
cafioned by  quantities  deflroyed  by  being  ill-fiored,  and  the  rifque 
In  navigating  from  place  to  place.'     f.  6. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  are  the  offspring  of  a  mind  at  once. 
iiiodeft  and   intdligent :   we  hope,  flowever,  that  the  calamity  of 
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famine  no  longer  ferloufly  threatens  this  country, —  that  the  return  cf 
peace  will  be  accelerated,  and  that  it  will  bring  with  it  more  im- 
mediate and  permanent  bleffings  than  even  the  benevolent  writer  of 
the  production  before  us  appears  to  imagine. 

It  is  matter  of  regret,  that,  while  projefts  of  eternal  hoftility  are 
fo  earneftly  purfued,  the  grand  objeCts  of  internal  policy  are  neg- 
lefted  to  a  degree  that  niufl  aflonifh  and  grieve  every  well-wiflier 
to  his  country. — Some  of  the  concluding  remarks  of  this  publica- 
tion are,  in  this  important  view,  peculiarly  impreflive — 

'  When  the  fituation  of  any  country  is  fuch,  as  to  induce  a 
great  weight  of  property  and  aftive  indufrry  to  emigrate,  it  is  a  fi- 
tuation truly  alarming  :  and  when  the  apprelienfions  of  mifery  rife* 
to  a  certain  height,  no  effort  of  policy  by  which  it  may  be  oppofed 
will  be  fufficient  to  retain  men  under  the  fear  of  impending  wretch- 
ednefs,  if  any  profpecl  open  for  efcape.  But  could  we  hope  againft 
faft,  we  do  not  better  the  ground,  for  fliould  a  preventative  be 
found,  the  rcfult  will  be  equally  fraught  with  calamity ;  when  no 
pofTibility'  of  evading  the  weight  of  woes  prefents,  we  may  fear  and 
ir.uft  feel  the  confequences,  but  I  forbear  to  name  them.  Should 
the  hand  of  power  be  equal  to  repel  the  dreaded  ifTue,  it  prefents 
effects  lefs  fliocking  in  fpeculation,  but  not  lefs  ruinous  in  their 
confequences.  The  fpirit  of  the  labouring  poor  wormed  out  by 
conftant  difappointment  and  adverfity,  mufl:  fink  in  hopelefs  de- 
fpair,  their  ftrength  niufl  diminifli  by  an  impoveriflied  and  fcanty 
diet,  population  muii:  decline,  and  the  feeble  exertions  excited  will 
fail  to  produce  that  portion  of  effeftive  labour  which  props  a  fink- 
ing Hate  and  is  the  life  of  its  mighty  exertions. — This  defcription 
is  not  merely  imaginary  ;  it  is  founded  on  flriking  facfs.  I  was 
lately  called  upon  to  ufe  arguments  againfl  a  propofed  combination 
of  the  workmen  in  an  extenfive  manufactory,  who  urged  that  with 
the  m.oft  aftive  exertions  they  had  no  hope  of  efcaping  wretched- 
uefs  and  want ;  and  as  mifery  muff  be  their  portion,  they  would 
•have  it  without  labour  and  linger  out  their  miferable  exiftence  in 
indolence  on  parifli  pay.  Without  recurring  to  this  h£t  the  con- 
cluficn  is  obvious ;  for  as  extra  exertions  call  for  additional  fup[)lies 
to  reftore  the  wafte  of  nature,  Vv'hen  thefe  fupplies  are  not  attain 
able,  the  exertions  mufi:  necelfarily  ceafe.  My  own  labourers  in- 
form me,  that  they  regularly  allow  themfelves  6d.  per  day  more 
for  fuftenance  in  talk  work  than  in  daily  labour ;  and  if  additional 
fupport  be  wanting  to  this  conclufion,  we  have  examples  to  con- 
firm it. — Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  once  fo  formidable  in  power 
and  aclive  in  their  exertions,  by  an  oppreffive  policy,  have  -dimi- 
nifhed  the  means  of  fublilience,  confequently  reduced  population, 
enfeebled  their  active  operations,  and  funk  their  confequence  among 
the  nations.  The  want  of  needful  fupport  drives  their  labouring 
poor  to  recruit  by  fleep  the  waftes  of  nature  ;  they  have  ufually 
fixteen  hours  out  of  twenty-four  for  this  refrefliment,  and  a  Britifh 
6  labourer 
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labourer  \vt\\  fed  is  equal  in^efFedlive  exertion  to  four  of  them.  Hence 
their  inferiority  in  naval  and  military  operations,  and  heiile  alfo 
the  caufe  of  our  fiiperiority  ;  but  this  knowledge  is  not  confola- 
tory. — Our  fleets  at)d  our  armies  are  fupplied  from  the  mafs  of  the 
labouring  poor  j  if  they  diminifl;  and  degenerate,  our  national  con- 
fequence  cannot  long  be  fupported.'      p.  47. 

T/ie  DoS}ri7ie  of  Equality  of  RaTik  and  CoJtdition  examined  and  fup- 
portcd  -on  the  Authority  of  the  New  Ttjiament^  and  on  the  Princi- 
ples of  Reafon  and  Benevolence.  By  ja?nes  Pilkingtcn.  8:0. 
\s.  6d.     Johnfon.      1795. 

The  divine  author,  and  the  early  propagators  of  our  religion, 
found  nothing  more  hrrd  to  combat  than  the  \ov-e  of  riches.  Many 
parables  and  precepts  were  therefore  directed  againft  this  grand 
obfi:ru6lion  to  the  reception  of  the  mild  and  benevolent  religion  of 
Jefus ;  and  volumes  might  be  written  to  prove  the  many  evils  which, 
in  all  ages  of  the  world,  in  all  focieties  and  llatesj  have'a|-ifen  frora 
avarice.  But  Vv'heth&r  the  cure  of  thefe  evils  would  be  an  equality 
of  rank  and  condition,  is  a  matter  which  cannot  be  determined  a 
priori.  Realoning,  the  beft  reafoning,  that  which  is  founded  on 
experience,  is  againft  it.  We  know  of  no  fociety  of  equality} 
the  quakers,  mentioned  by  our  author^  come  the  nearell  to  fuch  a 
fociety  :  yet  how  great  are  the  differences  oi  fortune  among  them  1 
Our  author  will  not  deny  that  although  the  Chriftian  religion  has 
not  produced  all  the  good  that  might  have  been  expedted  from  it, 
yet  it  has  meliorated  the  flate  of  fociety  wherever  it  has  been  pro- 
pagated, but  it  has  no  where  produced  an  equality  of  rank  and 
condition  :  on  the  contrary,  we  mi^ht  argue  from  manv  of  the 
paflages  he  produces,  that  the  exiftence  of  riches  and  poverty  are 
recognifed  in  fcripture  as  a  part  of  the  divine  difpenfation.  If 
the  rich  according  to  him  are  proud,  ambitious,  and  deftitute  of 
religious  princijJe,  the  gofpel  is  preached  to  thfcm  in  vain  ;  and 
whence  then  are  wc  to  expe<ft  its  effefts?  It  is  in  vain  to  fay  to  the 
rich  that  they  ought  to  fliare  their  wealth  v/ith  the  poor  :-^thcy  will 
not  liften  to  fuch  advice.  Are  we  then  to  take  from  them  their 
riches  by  force  ?  Where  doss  the  Chriftian  religion  juftity  a  mea- 
fure  of  that  kind  ? 

Far  as  we  are  difpofed  from  juftifying  the  condu;!!l  cf  many  rich 
men,  we  think  Mr.  Fiikington  ought  to  have  been  more  particular 
in  fpecifying  the  various  means  by  which  riches  are  acquired.  If 
•a  man  by  his  ingenuity  has  invented  an  art  by  which  many  hundreds 
earn  their  bread,  who  were  before  deftitute,  and  becctnes  rich  while 
he  is  preventing  others  from  remaining  poor,— is  he  to  be  confound- 
ed with  ftock-jobbers. — ^dealers  in  loans  r.nd  contracts, — and  other 
ilate-gamblers,  falfely  called  n;erchantsr — Mr.  Pilkingtcn  mighC 
alfo  have  confidered  the  etFecl  of  com.merce  in  improving  the  ftate 
of  fociety,  in   bringing  difiant  nations  more  into   friendfliip  and 
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harmony  one  with  another,  and  (to  a  certain  degree)  in  difFun-ng 
tlie  blt.flings  of  rehgion  and  knowledge  over  benighted  chmes;  and 
even  when  he  has  accumulated  all  the  vices  which  accompany  a 
defirc  of  being  rich,  might  he  not  have  confidered,  whether  upon 
tilt;  vohole  molt  good  or  evil  has  been  occalioned  by  this  pafiion? 

The  pamphlet,  however,  is  in  general  candid,  and  Written,  we 
believe,  with  no  delign  to  difturb  the  peace  of  fociety.  The 
handle  that  will,  however,  be  made  of  it,  by  the  enemies  of  re- 
formation in  every  fl^ape,  makes  iis  wifli  that  the  publication  of  it 
had  been  deferred  to  the  time  when  men  fliall  be  lefs  difpofed  to 
niifinterpret  the  hbneil  labours  of  the  philofopher  and  the  chrilliaa. 

Conji derations  addrcj/ld  to  the  French  Bijhops  and  Clergy  now  refid- 
ing  in  England.      8-jo.      is.  bd.      Debrett.      1796. 

The  confiderations  propofed  to  the  French  bifliops  and  clergy, 
fliould  they  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  country,  confifi:  chiefly 
in  exhorting  them  to  acquire  a  fpirit  more  accommodating  to  the 
fimplicity  of  the  chrlftian  religion,  and  difcard  all  matters  in  their 
catholic  forms,  which  militate  with  the  infliruction  of  their  people. 
The  beginn"!ng,  and  much  the  greater  part  of  tHe  pamphlet,  contains 
an  account  of  the  ftate  of  morality  and  religion  in  France,  before 
the  period  of  the  revolution, — the  caufes  of  that  depraved  flate, — 
and  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the  depravity  of  the  French  nation,- 
fince  the  period  of  the  revolution,  was  the  confcquence  of  its  pre- 
ceding irreiigion.  In  this  we  confider  our  author  as  having  completely 
fucceeded;  and  we  earneflly  recommend  this  part  of  the  pamphlet 
to  the  attention  of  the  public  in  general.  Too  long  have  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  been  deceived  with  the  notion  that  the  crimes 
'which  have  been  committed  in  France  fince  the  revolution,  were 
the  effect  of  that  revolution.  This  delufion,  we  know,  has  been 
artfully  propagated  by  thofe  who  could  not  themfei\'es  be  deceived, 
A  man  muft  be  miferablv  ignorant  of  human  nature,  who  can  for 
a  moment  fuppofe-that  any  change  in  the  form  of  a  government 
will  of  iffelf  transform  peaceable  citizens  into  unrelenting  favages. 
Yet  this  paradox  has  been  propagated  with  fuccefs  in  a  nation  o£ 
thinking   men  ; — and   what   has  been  the  ccnfequence  ? 

*  I  will  only  obferve,'  fays  our  author,  '  tliat  the  general  out- 
"cry  raifed  agarnft  French  principles,  (and,  under  that  cover,  I 
rather  fear,  againfl  the  principles  of  liberty  iifelf)  that  they  have 
Caufed"  more  torrents  of  blood  to  flow,  than  any  madnefs  which 
had  before  infatuated  nations,  is  the  outcry  of  ignorance,  unverfcd 
in  the  hiftory  of  marl.  The  fword  of  fupcr(i:ition,  in  the  crufiides 
and  in  its  other  atchievements,  dcftroyed  of  the  human  race  what, 
"in  a  fair  calcuLition  againfl  the  blood  of  France,  would  bear  to  it 
■the  proportion  of  thoufands  to  units.  And  thefe  thoufands  were 
butchered,  under  the  biafphfrnous  pretence  of  vindioatijig  the  ho- 

noui' 
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Sjour  of  heaven!  Befides,  under  what  plea  of  reafon  is  it,  that  the 
lives  of  all  whom  this   war  has  flain  fliould  be  given  to  France? 
Let   each  of  the  belligerent  powers  take  to  themfeives  their  own- 
proportion,   and  leave  to  juflice  the  critical  fettlement  of  the  blood- 
llained  balance.'     p.  61. 

An  Addrefs  to  the  Eleilors   of  Great  Britain.      S-JO.     6d.      John- 

fon.     1 796'. 

This  fenfible  little  pamphlet,  though  more  immediately  applicable, 
to  the  time,  previous  to  the  electing  of  anew  parliament,  contains  fen- 
timents,  which  at  all  times  ought  to  be  impreffed  on  the  confcien- 
ces  of  eleftors  and  reprefentatives  in  parliament.  The  following, 
quotations  we  give  as  fpecimens  of  its  contents — 

'  Men,  who  have  frequently  abfented  themfeives  from  their 
duty  in  parliament,  when,  great  and  important  qnellions  w^fe  agi- 
tated there,  ought  not  to  he  again  returned.  Nor  ought  any  man 
to  be  elefted,  for  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  who  voted  in  fup- 
portof  the  .two  late  bills,  called  Mr.  Pitt's  and  Lord  Grenviile's 
bills.  Indeed,  no  man  can  have  a  reafonable  claim  to  your  fuf- 
ffages,  who  did  not  attend  in  his  place  to  oppofe  thofe  bills.  A 
defertion  of  the  intefefts  of  his  conftituents,  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  flaorant  vioiatlcn  of  his  duty  as  a  repre- 
fentative. 

*  From  the  moment  tiiat  thofe  bills  pafied,  England  was  de- 
graded, and  the  inhabitants  of  it  had  no  longer  any  juIl  claim  to 
be  ranked  among  free  nations.  To  confider  any  country  as  a  free 
country,  in  which  an  hundred  perfons  cannot  legally  meet,  to 
confider  whether  they  are  aggrieved,  or  whether  they  fliali  even 
petition  the  legiOature,  without  the  confent  of  magiftrates  appoint- 
ed by  the  crown,  is  perfeftly  abfurd.  It  is  certain,  that  more  li- 
berty was  enjoyed,  by  lau',  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second, 
than  the  people  of  this  country  have  been  in  pofTeffion  of^  fince 
the  padihg  of  thefe  bills.  If  this  ftatement  be  true,  and  I  will 
venture  to  affirm,  that  no  man  in  the  kingdom  can  juftly  contro- 
vert it,  it  becomes  your  reprefentatives  very  ferioufly  to  confider, 
Whether  thofe  purpofes  have  been  anfwered,  for  uhich  the  revolu- 
tion Was  effefted,  and  for  which  the  princes  of  the  houfc  of  Han-* 
over  have  been  raifed  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kinodoms.'     p.  8. 

Our  author  clofes  his  pamphlet  in  the  following  manner — 

*  The  part  which  Great  Britain  has  taken,  refpefting  the  fevo- 
liition  in  France,  will  be  recorded  to  its  difhonour,  fo  long  as  any 
hiftory  in  Europe  fliall  remain.  It  ill  became  the  people  of  England 
to  exhauft  their  blood,  and  their  treafures,  in  fupport  of  German 
defpots,  or  defpots  of  any  other  nation.  This  could  not  have  hap- 
pened, if  the  people  hud  been  pofiefTed  of  a  virtuous,  independent. 
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and  enlightened  phrllament.  As  to  the  idea  which  was  thrown  Ct*, 
that  the  war  was  carried  on  for  the  prefervation  of  religion,  and  of 
fecial  order,  this  was  a  fpecies  of  contemptible  jargon,  fit  only  to 
be  addrefTed  to  the  retainers  of  the  court,  and  to  perfons  of  the 
meanefl  underflanding.  Initnid  your  members,  therefore,  to 
xife  their  moit  afliduous  endeavours  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  and  to  put  a  final,  termination  to  a  war,  difgraceful  and 
impolitic  in  its  commencement,  and  deftrudive  in  its  confequen- 
ccs.'     p.  14. 

^  Di/clo/'ure  rf  Parochial  Abufe^  Artifice.,  and  Peculation.^  In  the 
Totvn  of  Mancheficr  ;  "juhich  have  been  the  Means  of  burthening 
the  Inhabitants  ivith  the  prefent  enormous  Parijh  Rates ;  with 
Bther  exijtijig  linpofitions  cf  Office,  in  a  Variety  of  Fa^s^  exhi- 
biting the  Cruel  and  Inhuman  ConduH  of  the  Hireling  Ofiicers  of 
the  Tozvn^  towards  the  Poor.  To  zchieh  is  added^  a  Book  of 
County  Rates,  Jheioing  the  exaH  Proportion  of  every  Hundred  in 
this  County,  and  of  evety  Tozvnjhip  in  the  Hundred  of  Salford, 
By  Thomas  Batfye.  ^vo.  2r.  Thomfon.  Manchefter.    1796. 

From  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
appointed  to  infpetft  and  confider  the  returns  of  overfeers,  relative 
to  the  fiate  of  the  poor,  in  the  year  1787,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  fum  ralfed  in  England,  taken  upon  a  medium  calcu- 
lation on  fums  raifed  in  the  years  1783,  1784,  and  1785,  was 
2,100,587!.  and  that  the  net  money  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
poor,  and  their  immediate  relief,  was  only  1,496,1291.  The  reO: 
of  the  money  raifed  goes  in  parifh  entertainments,  overfeers'  ex- 
penfes,  and  law  fuits  !  So  great  are  the  evils  attending  the  prefent 
way  of  fupporting  the  poor,  that  many,  not  without  reafon,  have 
infifted,  the  poor  rates,  at  all  events,  ought  to  be  aboliflied,  and 
fome  other  mode  adopted,  more  fuited  to  the  cafes  of  the  poor,  and 
lefs  fubjeft  to  peculation. 

The  prefent  very  interefting  pamphlet  fliows  how  grievoufly  a 
parifli  may  be  impofed  on,  through  overfeers  not  keeping  their  ac- 
counts fairly,  and  not  producing  them  for  public  infpection. 
Their  flatements  ought  to  be  kept  as  clear  as  thofe  of  commercial 
houfes,  and  publifhed  annually  ;  impofitions  then  would  be  eafiljr. 
detected.  Many  refpeftable  ley-payers  of  the  town  of  Manchefter, 
it  feems,  have  exprelfed  a  defire  of  iiaving  fiich  a  yearly  report ;  but 
this,  for  'weighty  reafons,  has  not  been  complied  with. 

The  prelent  pamphlet,  it  is  hoped,  will  open  the  eyes  of  the 
people  of  Mancheiter,  and  lead  them  to  purfue  fiich  meafurcs  as 
will  prevent  future  impolitions  and  peculations.  It  does  truly  ex- 
hibit, as  the  title-page  profeflts,  cruel  and  inhuman  conduft  of 
hireling  officers  ; — and  the  author  is  juflly  entitled  to  the  thanks  o£ 
iis  townfiiien  and  the  public. 
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■xH  Lerter  to  Bryan  Ed'-.tsards^  Efq.  containing  Obfervaticns  en  fome 
Pajfages  of  his  Hijlory  of  the  IFefc  Indies,  i^tc.  as.  dd. 
Johnfon.     1795. 

Thefe  paflfages  relate  to  the  Have  trade.  In  our  review  of  Mr. 
Edwards's  Hiftory,  we  made  fevefal  remarks  on  the  defence  he  fets 
up  for  that  trade.  Yet,  although  we  allowed  him  to  be  the  bett  and 
moft  candid  advocate  that  has  yet  appeared,  we  agree  with  the 
prefent  autlwr,  that  all  his  arguments  are  reducible  to  a  mere 
quellion  of  policy.  The  value  and  importance  of  the  Weft  India 
iflands  are  placed  againft  every  other  confideration  ;  and  while  it 
fliall  remain  the  opinion  of  the  legiflature  that  we  muft  not  lofe 
fight  of  the  intered  we  pofiefs  in  the  iflands,  it  will  be  a  wafte  of 
time  to  argue  the  point  as  men  and  chriftians.  The  writer  of  this 
letter  (Mr.  Prefton  of  Dublin)  follows  Mr.  Edwards  clofely  through 
all  his  details,  and  vindicates  the  meafure  of  abolition  with  ability 
and  perlpicuity.  The  fubjeft  has  been  fo  often  before  the  public, 
that  it  would  be  unrtafonable  to  expedf  the  advancement  of  any  thin^ 
new  ;  but  the  influence  of  fuch  a  v/riter  as  Mr.  Edwards  certainly 
demanded  a  renewal  of  thofe  arguments,  before  which  we  are  per- 
fuaaed  this  infamous  traffic  muft  one  dav  fall. 

* 

Hard  Meaf lire,  or,  a  real  Statement  of  Facfs^  in  a  Letter  to  the 
Burgejfrs^  and  Freemen  BurgeJJls  of  the  Toion  of  Shreivjbury. 
Witli  afeio  Expofulatior.s  and  R.'^marks  addreffed  to  the  new  Can- 
didate the  Honourable  William  Hill.  Occafoned  by  the  very  pecu^ 
liar  and  iniiv- arrant  able  Manner  .^  in  ichich  he  has  repeatedly  intro- 
duced the  'Name  of  Sir  Richard  Hill^  into  his  late  printed  Ad- 
dreffes.  By  Sir  Richard  Hill^  Bart.  The  Second  Eaition. 
^■jo.     6d.     Stockdale.     1796. 

ji  Supplement  to  the  fecond  Edition  of  Hard  Meafure,   ^c.     By  Sir 
Richard  Hill,  Bart.     2vo.     ^d.      Stockdale.      1 796. 

Sir  Richard  Hill  in  this  narrative  holds  hlmfelf  forth  as  the 
friend  of  '  independence,'  and  the  determined  oppofer  of  '  arifto- 
cratic  influence.'  It  is  no  unulual  thing  for  our  fenators  to 
to  be  one  thing  in  the  boroughs  or  counties  they  reprefent,  and 
another  within  the  walls  of  St.  Stephen's  chapel.  Whether  this  be 
the  cafe  or  not,  with  regard  to  the  worthy  baronet,  let  the  lifts  of 
thole  who  have  vlrtuoufty  oppofed  the  prefent  corrupt  and  devaftat- 
jngfyftem  declare.  With  regard  to  the  fubjed  in  difpute,  we  iliall 
fay  very  little.  It  appears  that  Mr.  William  Hill  has  taken  a  fancy 
to  the  feat  in  the  parliament,  now  occupied  by  his  'near  relation,' 
Mr.  John  Hill,  who  having  enjoyed  it  pretty  long,  feels  no  uicli- 
nation,  by  furrendering  his  honours,  '  to  gratify  (as  his  advocate 
and  fupporter  fir  Richard  fays'^  the  high  ambition  of  an  afpiiing 
youth.'  How  this  eleftion  fquabble  will  terminate,  we  know  not  : 
,nor  can  we  think  the  public  good  at  all  conftdered  by  any  of  the 
parties  concerned  in  it. 

H3  POETICAL 
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POETICAL. 

Tcielijiai  :  iJie  Final  Chfe,  a   Poem,      In   Six  Parts.     By  David 
Bi  adhcrry.      Zvo.     is,     Rivingtons. 

Poetry,  it  is  thouf^ht  by  many,  ought  to  op  a  little  beyond  com- 
rnon  fenfe  to  be  in  pcrfeftion  ;  but  this  is  a  matter  of  great  nicety ; 
nnd  the  autlior  of — what  is  the  ftrange  title?  feeras  to  us  to  have 
gone  fomething  beyond  ttie  mark.  The  awful  fceues  of  a  judgment 
day  have  kindled  the  fublime  imaginations  of  painters  and  poets  ; 
but  though  a  fubjeft  infinitely  fublime,  it  is  one  which,  for  ob- 
vious real'ons,  it  is  not  eafy  to  treat  without  falling  into  rant  or  im- 
propriety. Young  has,  in  his  Laff  Dav,  the  molt'  fublime  and  the 
moft  abfurd  pafTages.  If  the  poem  in  quefrion  has  any  of  the  for- 
mer, it  is  owing  to  the  fcripture  images,  which  the  choice  of  the 
fubje6t  naturally  fuggefrs  ;  for  the  latter,  the  author  hlmfelf  niuft 
be  anfwerable.  Of  this  nature  is  the  idea  of  giving  a  ftrong  emetic 
to  hell,  to  oblige  her  to  throw  up  all  the  fpirits  confined  in  her 
dungeons,-r^of  having  bills  of  credit  drawn  upon  heaven — 

*  With  bills  of  credit  unconfined 

I  mount, -and  leave  the  globe  behind.' 

He  fhould  have  told  us  at  what  fpiritual  banking-houfe  thefe  bills 
are  accepted. 

In  one  place  the  author  thus  farcaftically  addrefTes  his  infernal 
Kiajeily— 

«  Satan  horrific  !   Maoor  MilTabib  !' 

Mute,  though  his  lying  tongue  was  once  fo  glib.' 

It  is  eafy  to  perceive,  to  what  clafs  of  readers  this  poem  properly 
belongs  ;  and  with  them  we  (hall  leave  it. 

Poems   a7id  Fugitive    pieces,     by   Eliza.       I2?;in,       6s.       Boards. 
Cadell  a7id  Davies,      i  796. 

Many  of  thefe  poems  were  originally  publifiied  in  the  Star,  and 
have  drawn  forth,  in  the  fame  paper^  complimentary  anfwerS 
and  addreiTes,  which,  u'ith  a  reciprocation  of  compliment  to  their 
refpecTive  authors,  are  again  inferted  along  with  thepoems  ;  a  fpecies 
of  literary  intercourse,  often  more  delightful  to  th.e  parties,  than  to 
the  phlegmatic  reader.  The  poems  of  Eliza,  though  not  calculated 
to  gratify  that  clafs  of  readers  who  look  for  the  finifhed  beauties  of 
correct  verfification,  have  the  charm  of  moral  fentiment,  and  occa- 
ijonally  of  elegant  defcription.  • 

The  Lines  ivritlcn  on   the  Anniverfary  of  a  Mother'' s  Death,    and 

thofe  to  yl  Friend  in-  a  -Sick  Chamber,  are  plea fing,  from  the  tender 

ftrokes  of  real  pathos  which  they  contain, 

•  The  p;eces  under  the  title  of  Comic  Poetry   are  very  trifling  in- 

<jetd.  .      .  ....       -'1 . 

Mifcellancoiis 
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Mifcellaneous  Poems,  by  Mrs.  J.  Pilkiugton.    %  Fols,  %vo.   JOs.  6cL 
Boards.      Cadell  rnd  Davies.      i  796. 

This  lady  profefTes  to  be  afraid  of  the  reviewers.  We  can  afTure 
her  we  are  equally  afraid  of  her;  for  nothing  is  more  unpleaiant 
to  our  feelings  than  to.  be  obliped  to  fcrutinife  with  a  critic  eve, 
and,  in  the  quality  of  caterers  for  the  public,  to  fpeak  in  terms 
of  difapprobation  of  thofe  innocent  and  extemporaneous  etfufiojis 
which  have,  perhaps,  in  fome  friendly  circle,  obtained  the  appro- 
bation of  partial  hearers,  willing  to  be  pleafed,  and  iiitereftcd  in 
every  copy  of  verfes  by  the  little  occafional  events  on  which  it  is 
founded,  and  to  which  they  have  been  themfelves  either  witneffes 
or  parties.  To  all  who  have  thus  acquired  a  degree  of  local  cele- 
brity, and  are  efteemed  by  their  friends  and  vifitors,  very  prtttj  ge- 
niujffisy  and  eafy  writers,  we  would  apply  the  line — 

O  fortunatos  nimium,  fua  fi  bona  norint ! 

Woe  unto  them  if  they  quit  thofe  cahn  feas  and  flattering  gales,  to 
have  their  little  fkitr  toft  upon  the  ftormy  ocean.  In  fhort,  let 
them  beware  of  the  prrfs,  as  the  bane  of  their  reputation.  Mrs.- 
Pilkington  will  not,  we  hope,  be  angry  with  us  for  applying  thefe 
obfervations  to  the  volumes  before  us,  as  the  following  is  th^ 
niodeft  opinion  flie  exprelTes  of  her  own  powers — 

*  Ajid  alas !  I've  no  hope  that  Apollo's  fam'd  tree 

Will  adorn  fuch  a  bit  of  a  poet  as  me; 

Befides,  tho'  I  fometimes  on  Pegafus  rode, 

I  never  yet  reach'd  th^  nine  Mufes  abode; 

For  when  I  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 

My  horfe  at  that  inftant  flood  perfeftly  (till. 

But  as  I  had  heard  that  the  famed  Grecian  fpring, 

Which  teaches  a  poet  in  numbers  to  fing, 

Firft  rofe  from  a  flroke  of  Old  Peg  on  the  mountain, 

W^hich  open'd  a  pafTage,  and  out  fprang  the  fountain, 

I  tried  to  provoke  him  to  kick  on  the  ground, 

But  alas !  my  dear  brother,  no  fountain  I  found  !' 

Vol.  i,  p.  70. 

Should  the  lady  be  difpofed  to  publifh  again,  we  beg  leave,  how- 
ever, to  affure  her,  that  Eliza  and  wifa\  which  twice  occur  to- 
'gether,  cannot  poffibly  be  admitted  as  rhime ;  and  that  ani-hi-eyit^ 
fead  as  three  fyllabies,  makes  a  line  very  languid.  In  the  follow- 
jing  line, — 

'  And  lofe  the  exhale  of  its  fragrant  power — ' 

a  verb  is  unjuflifiably  turned  into  a  noun,  and  the  accent  placed 
wrong.  The  fubjefts  of  thefe  poems  are  familiar,  and  the  fenti- 
ments,  it  is  bur  juitlce  to  fay,  fuch  as  no  young  mind  can  receive 
jinv  hurt  from. 


Ha  Pocjk: 

•I-  ^ 
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Focms  of  -rarious  KinJs.     By  Edzuard  ILimhyy    Fellovj  of.N'ezu  Col'* 
Ir-ge.     8w.     3/.  6J.     Oadell  ^vi  Davies.      1796. 

Part  of  this  publication  confifts  of  Sotvets^  the  fecond  edition  cor- 
refted  ;  as  they  have  beta  already  before  the  public,  they  require 
no  further  notice  ;  the  other  poems  are  mifcellaneous,  but  all  of  the 
ferious,  moral,  and  fejitimental  kind;  and  among  them  are /r^j^^/a- 
tioiis  from  Klopltock,  Hallcr,  and  the  Flight  r,f  Ermvila^from  TaJJo. 
As  Mr.  Hamley  profeifes  not  to  aim  at  the  higher  wreath  of  poetry, 
but  confines  his  pi'etenfions  to  '  amufe  a  void  and  countlefs  hour,* 
he  may  reft  afliired  that  his  modeft  expectations  cannot  fail  of 
being  amply  gratified ;  for  his  poems  are  tlowiiig,  correct,  and 
harmonious :  and  though  thcv  do  not  polTefs  much  orginality,  they 
Ihow  an  elegance  of  mind,  and  liberality  of  fentiment,  which  will 
caufe  them  to  be  read  with  pleafure  by  congenial  minds.  The 
icenery  of  the  deicriptive  part  is  chiefly  taken  from  the  rocks  of 
Cornwall,  the  author's  native  county. 

The  following  (pecimen  will  give  a  fuflicient  idea,  both  of  the 
turn  of  fentiment,  and  of  the  poetry  ;  it  is  taken  from  a  poem  on 
Roche  Rock  in  Cornwall — 

*  To  yon  huge  rock,  that  age  and  ftorm  defies, 
As  o'er  Cornubia's  heathy  back  they  hafte, 

Admiring  wand'rers  turn  with  curious  eyes. 
And  mark  its  bulk  amid  the  frownino  wafte. 

*  High  on  its  beetling  top,  with  weeds  o'ergrown, 

His  cold  damp  cell  a  hermit  rais'd  in  air, 
His  drink  the  fpring,  his  bed  the  naked  flone. 
And  gave  his  years  to  penance  and  to  pray'r. 

*  There  to  his  void  and  aching  foul  conhn'd. 

He  liften'd  to  the  fea-bird's  piercing  cries, 
The  tide's  wild  roaring,  and  the  wrecking  wind, 
And  watch'd  the  fun's  flow  journey  thro'  the  lliies. 

*  The  wakeful  mem'ry  of  life's  chearful  flage 

Oft  chill'd  religion's  faint  and  dying  flame; 
Ev'n  as  he  trac'd  the  legend's  pit'tur'd  page. 

To  Ileal  his  thoughts  from  heav'n  the  tempter  came. 

*  Still  'mid  the  lonefome  wild,  whence  pleafures  fly, 
Imperious  nature's  cries  the  heart  alarm, 

Warm  recolieflion  pours  the  deep-ftlt  figh, 

And  life's  fweet  charities  ev'n  there  muft  charm. 

*  Alike  from  virtue  and  from  vice  he  fled, 
Loft  to  the  world  as  in  the  filent  grave, 

Save  when  his  needy  hand  a  bit  of  bread, 
A  cup  of  water  to  the  pilgrim  gave. 

'Did 
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*  Did  hcav'n,  in  kind  regard  to  feeble  man, 

Pour  down  his  various  bounties  from  above, 
And  give,  to  chear  his  fliort  and  mingled  fpan. 
The  fweets  of  friendfliip  and  the  joys  of  love  ; 

'  That  he,  a  prey  to  voluntary  woe, 

'jMidft  cold  aufterities  fliould  drag  his  life, 

Turn  fallen  from  the  plenteous  feafl,  nor  know 

Th'  endearing  names  of  children,  father,  wife?'  p,  5. 

Poetic  Trifles,      ^vo.      2s.     Dilly.      1796. 

There  Is  a  command  of  language  exhibited  in  thefe  poems, 
which  looks  as  if  the  author  might  write  fomething  more  finiflied, 
if  he  would  give  himfelf  lutficient  trouble.  The  fubjedt  of  the 
firft,  OJe  to  the  I%nlfalya^  Ts  at  leaft  new  ;  but  the  ftrain  of  it  is 
obfcure  and  exaggerated;  and  he  fpeaks  of  the  Indian  fire-fly,  as 
if  he  fuppoled  its  lambent  light  could  aftually  let  fire  to  the  woods. 
The  following  ftanzas,  defcribing  this  '  fiy  of  AfTyria,'  the  fame 
mentioned  in  Ifaiah  and' by  Bruce,  are  among  the  moft  defcriptive  ; 
hut  it  is  not  juitifiable  to  fpeak  of  the  fly  in  theabftraft,  and  there- 
fore in  the  fingular  number,  and  then  to  fpeak  oi  its  myriads — 

*  O  thou,  whofe  livid  wings  of  gauze, 
While  pointed  brif^les  arm  thy  jaws, 

Are  mid  thy  myTiads  fpread  ; 
Strait,  at  their  rattling,  9s  the  car 
Heard  from  the  mountain-tops  afar, 

The  frenzied  herds  fnort  round,  and  fly  thy  horfelika 
head. 

AppaI'd,  the  fierce  rhinoceros  fhnds, 
And  vainly  notes  the  diitant  fands. 

Then  hails  his  tawny  foe: 
In  union,  by  the  water's  edge, 
They  urge  their  way,  tiiro'  matted  fedge, 

And  roll  their  bulky  limbs,  where  brooks  tlie  fen  o'er- 
fiovv.'     V.  5. 

The  Sivifs  fcene,  and  the  Scotch  fcene^  are  good  fketches.     Dun' 
hcvid  begins  with  fpirit — 

*  The  beamlefs  fun  went  down  the  fky. 

And,  finking  as  a  ball  of  blood, 
Ting'd  with  a  deep  funereal  dye, 

Thro'  fullen  mills,  the  murky  wood.'     p.  ii. 

But  there  is  nothing  in  the  occafion  to  fupport  the  folemnity  of 
it. — Some  other  miicellaneous  copies  of  verfes  require  no  particu- 
lar notice.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  volume  is  taken  up  by 
the  Flight  of  Montaiihati,  in  mock  heroic,  which,  to  thofe  who 
know  nothir.g  of  the  ftory.  is  totally  without  a  meaning. 

'      RELIGIOUS. 
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RELIGIOUS. 

A  General  and  CoiineSled  F'ieio  of  the  Prophecies  relating  to  the  Times 
of  the  Gentiles^  delivered  by  our  Bh'ffed  Saviour^  the  Prophet  Da^ 
niel,  and  the  Apofles  Paul  and  John  ;  with  a  brief  Account  of 
their  AccompliJJunent  to  the  prcfent  Age,  fupported  by  the  nioji  un- 
exceptionable  Tefiimony  of  Hijlory.  By  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Whitaher^ 
"Redor  of  St.  Mildred's,  and  AH  Saints,  Canterbury,  izmo. 
3^.     Rivingtons.     i795. 

The  luminous  hiftorian  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman 
Emoire  was  accuftomed  in  his  life-time  to  receive  from  the  clergy 
many  hard  words,  and  much  ill  treatment.  His  death,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  has  foftened  the  refentment  of  thofe,  who,  from  fome  "mif- 
conceived  or  really  erroneous  pafliiges  in  his  work,  entertained 
prejudices  againfl  the  author,  and  the  whole  of  his  hiftory  ;  and  by 
the  prefent  publication  it  is  evident,  that  one  perfon  has  found  out 
the  way  of  making  the  poifon  its  own  antidoie,  and  of  transferring, 
from  the  pages  which  are  idly  fuppofed  by  many  to  contain  a  con- 
futation of  chriltianity,  fome  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments  in  its  fa- 
vour. 

Mr.  Whitaker  has  viewed  the  performance  of  Mr.  Gibbon  in  its 
proper  light.  It  is  indeed  a  maflerly  performance,  and,  iio!;with- 
flandJng  the  innumerable  defeds  in  its  flyle,  contains  a  variety  of 
fplendid  pafTages,  calculated  to  make  the  ftrongeft  impreffion  on 
the  reader.  Its  advocates  cry  it  up  as  unanfwerable  ;  chriftianity, 
they  fay,  "has  been  Tapped  to  its  utmofl  foundations,  and  time  only 
is  requifite  to  level  it  with  the  ground.  What  then  can  be  better 
than  to  prove,  from  tl,e  redoubtable  hiftorian  himfelf,  that  his  work 
is  really  nothing  elfe  than  a  developement  of  thofe  prophecies  \x\ 
fcripture,  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  defpife;  and  that,  whatever  his 
intentions  may  have  been,  his  language  in  many  places  mightfeem 
to  have  been  diftated  by  the  fame  fpirit  which  influenced  the  pen 
of  an  evahgeiift. 

This  is  the  defion  of  the  author  now  before  us  :  and  we  mufl 
r=gret  that  he  did  not  explain  it  in  fuller  terms  in  his  title-page. 
In  the  title-page  he  tells  us,  that  the  accomplilhment  of  the  prophe- 
cies to  the  prefent  age  is  in  his  book  fupported  '  by  the.moft  un- 
exceptionable teftimpny  of  hiviory.'  Now  this  is  both  too  great  a 
comphment  to-iMr.  Gibbon,  and  it  weakens  the  efFcft  it  is  intended 
to  produce.  Had  he  faid,  '  fupported  by  the  teftimony  of  the  au- 
thor ot  jhe  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,'  he  would  not 
only  have  defcribed  accurately  his  book,  but  he  might  have  excited 
many  perfons,  led  away  by  the  fpecious  mifreprefentations  of  the 
niftorian,  to  compare  together  his  unfophifticated  opinions  with  thofe 
pf  revelation. 

As  wc  have  thus  taken  notice  of  the  title-page,  we  muft  detairj, 
pur  reader  .with  a  flight  remark  on  the  mottc — 

3  '  Thev 


Monthly     Catalogue.  107 

f  They  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of 
tlie  world  are  come.* 

In  the  times  of  the  apoftles,  this  verfe  contained  a  very  imports 
snt  truth.  The  ends  of  the  age,  that  is,  the  end  of  the  Jewifti, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  Chriftian  difpenfation,  might  be  really 
laid  to  be  upon  them.  The  Jewifh  difpen/ation  was  within  a  few 
years  of  its  clofe,  and  the  Chriftian  difpenfation  had  been  a  few 
years  only  in  exiftence.  But  how  can  this  apply,  though  fo  fre- 
quently repeated  in  this  and  feveral  preceding  centuries,  to  the  be- 
lievers in  chriftiafiity,  for  the  lafr  fixteen  hundred  years  ?  and  we 
fee  no  reafon  to  prefume,  either  from  the  fcripturcs,  or  the  apparent 
cia:umftances  of  the  world,  that  the  end  of  it  fliould  be  accomplifli- 
ed  in  the  prefent  generation. 

In  the  interpretation  of  moftofthe  prophecies,  our  author  acqui- 
efces  with  the  generally  received  opinions ;  at  times  he  advances  his 
own  pofitions,  and  they  dcferve  attention.  INIany  of  the  prophetical 
parts  of  fcripture  muft,  till  the  time  of  their  completion,  remain 
in  obfcurity  :  but  when  the  impartial  infidel  compares  together,  as 
he  oucrht,  the  language  of  revelation  with  that  of  his  favourite  hifto- 
rian,  he  muft  be  ftruck  with  a  coincidence,  for  which  he  cannot 
account,  without  giving  up  his  fanciful  opinions.  If  it  were  pro- 
bable in  this  age  that  pany  infidels  would  aft  impartially,  we 
fiiould  recommend  them  to  give  this  fmall  volume  a  perufal  :  buc 
if  thev  will  not  do  it,  we  can  recommend  it  to  Chrlftians  as  a  ufe- 
fiil  appendix  to  Mr.  Gibbon's  hiftory. 

Regal  Rights  corifijlent  luith  National  Liberties.  A  Sermon,  preached 
at  St.  Clary's,  Oxford^  on  Sunday^  June  %\.,  ^795*  ^^  which 
is  fuhjoined  an  Appendix,  containing  Extract  from  the  Papers^ 
^c.  preftnted  to  the  Hotcfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas^ 
in  1794.  IVith  a  fewjnitable  Obfer nations.  By  JV.  Hawkins^ 
A.  M.  Prebendary  of  J'Fells,  and  Vicar  of  White  church,  Dorjet, 
8ro.      IJ-.     Rivingtons.  '  1795.. 

From  Proverbs  xxiv.  21,  Mr.  Hawkins  deduces  the  divine 
appointm.ent  of  monarchy,'  and  monarchical  dignity,  and  has 
therefore  little  difficulty  in  proving  that  regal  rights  make  an  efTen- 
tial  part  of  a  monarchical  conftitution.  But  we  fee  no  connection 
betwixt  the  rights  diie  to  a  foverign,  and  the  paflionale  and  very  ill- 
vi/ritteh  inveflive  againil  reformers,  which  makes  up  the  greater  part 
of  this  fermon.  Mr.  Hawkins  allows  the  exiftence  of  grievances  : 
and  what,  we  ^vould  afk,  are  grievances,  that  they  fhould  be  touch- 
ed with  fo  delicate  a  hand  ?  Are  they  beings  endued  with  the  power 
of  removmg  th'emfelves  ;  or,  if  they  are  not,  where  is  the  harm  in 
any  individual,' or  number  of  individuals,  attempting  to  remove, 
t^em  ?  Let  but  the  exiftcnce  of  political  grievances  be  admitted ;  and 
the  removal  of  them  from  that  moment  becomes  a  duty  fit  for  every 
t,me  and  place,— ^cxcebt,  perhaps,  the  pulpit. 
*■    •  ■    ■"•  Ths 
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The  MillcfiJirurt  ;  cr   Lnifei'    Dgj  Glory:  a    Somoti.     By  U'tUiqm 
^loorcy  Miniver  of  Meeting  Hoii/c  YarJ^  Red  Crofs  Sireet.      ivo,^ 
is.     Chapman.     1796. 
'  Though   there  is  much  of  rhapfody  in  this  difcoiiiTe,  and  thffx 
prcnchtr  entered  into  too  wide  a  field  for  the  complete  fatisfa(5iion 
of  the  hearers  or  readers, — there  are  fo  many  excellent  fenlinients  on 
religious  liberty,  that  we  think  his  hearers  did  not  go  away  uncdi- 
/ied.     The  orthodoxy  of  the  preacher  cannot  be  doubted  :  yet,  iii 
labouring    to  tftablifii  his  point,    he  runs  incautiouily    into    an 
frror    which   every   man,  acquainted   with   religious   controverfy, 
lludioufly  avoids.     '  We  do  not  attempt,'  fays  he,  'to  explain  how 
one  can   be  three,  and   three  one, — we  only  believe  the  fact,  be- 
caufe  it  is  revealed  ;  without  explanation,  becaufe  the    fcriptures 
do  not  explain."     jVow  three  cannot  be  one,  nor  one  three;  the 
Trinitarians  never  afll^ft  fuch  an  abfurdity  ;  and  the  great  conteft  ii, 
to  prevent  this  abfurdity  from  being  faftened  upon  them.     In  ano- 
ther place  Great  Britain  is  called  '  a  little  outcafl  ifland,'  from  the 
author's  ignorance  of  geography,  which  would  have  taught   him, 
that  there  are  only  two  larger  idands  in  tlie  world.     But  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  and  feveral  other  inaccuracies,   which  may  be  eafily 
corre(fVed,  v.'e  fhall  recommend  to  the  author  to  perfift  in  his  caufe, 
and  to  have  in  viev.',  not  the  mere  delivery  of  a  fermon  in  public, 
but  that  correclnefs  of  fryie,  language,  and  ftntiment,   which  will 
pleafe  the  judicious  reader  in  the  clofet. 

Sermo?u  en  various  SuljeHsy  by   the  late  Rev.    Tliomas  Toller.    %vo. 
6s.     Boards.  Robinfons.      1 796.  ^ 

Thefe  fermcns  are  publiflied  by  the  fon,  as  a  tribute  of  refpeft  to 
liis  father's  memory ;  and  they  will  be  acceptable  to  the  friends  of 
the  deceafed.  To  the  public  at  large  they  do  not  prefent  them- 
felves  with  very  high  credentials.  They  are  plain  difcoiu'fes,  with- 
out any  great  attempts  at  elegance  of  ftyle  or  language ;  there  is 
not  much  originality  in  the  conception  :  nor  are  any  difficult  paf- 
iages  in  fcripture  elucidated.  The  arguments  for  the  perpetuity  of 
the  Lord's  fupper  will  hardly  make  an  impreffion  upon  its  oppo- 
nents ; — t:he  encomiums  on  the  political  conftitution  of  the  country 
feem  out  oi'  place  in  the  pulpit ; — the  preacher  dwells  much  more  on 
popery  than  was  necefTiry,  and  feems  to  have  been  very  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  real  ftate  of  the  papifls  in  this  ifland.  We  find 
by  or.e  difourfe,  On  the  Death  of  a  Young  Man,  that  he  had  his 
notion,  that  the  pious  went  immediately  upon  their  death  into  the 
manfions  of  the  blefTed  ;  and  from  another,  that  the  dead  fhall  em- 
brace each  other  in  '  yonder  world  with  mutual  tranfport  and  congra- 
tulations.' But  thouiih  we  do  not  find  in  thefe  difcourfes  anv  traces 
of  deep  thought,  found  erudition,  cultivated  tafte,  the  pathetic,  or  the 
fublime, —  to  thofe  who  knew  him,  they  '  will  be  an  interefting 
memorial  of  his  pious  labours,'  which  were,  we  doubt  not,  ufefully 
e;nployed  daring  the  whole  of  his  earthly  miniltry. 

J  fForJ 
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~A  JVord  of  Comfort  to  the  Poor,  in  their  prefent  Necfjfflty  :  a  Ser- 
VIG71,  preached  in  the  Parifi-Churcli  of  Wanftcad^  in  the  Comity  of 
EJfex,  on  Sunday,  July  19,  1795,  ly  the  Rev.  Samuel  Glaffe^ 
D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.     8v'c.     6d.     Rivingtons.      1795. 

This  difcourfe,  which  is  modeft,  pious,  and  fenfible,  is  not  III 
calculated  to  fmooth  the  brow  of  poverty  and  care,  by  holding 
forth  the  beft  comforts  which  the  beft  of  all  religious  fyftems  can 
adniiniiler, — and  to  rt-flrain  the  poor  from  ufing  any  unjuilifiable 
ineans  of  obtaining  relief.  Such  are  the  intentions  of  the  autJror, 
'vho  gives  the  profits  of  his  labours  to  the  fervice  of  the  poor. 
We  cannot,  however,  think  with  him,  that  it  is  abfurd  to  blame 
!he  legtilature  :  the  whole  blame  does  certainly  not  reft  with  them  ; 
but  it  is  not  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  the  heavy  taxes  upon  each 
article  in  a  fliop  or  warehoufe  may  find  their  way  into  a  corn- 
field, aod  that  the  produce  of  thefe  taxes  have  not  been  employed 
on  objefts  connefted  with  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Addrefs  to  the  Loyal  Leiceftcr  Volunteer  Infantry,  at  the  Prefenta- 
tion  of  their  Colours,  in  the  Pariji  Church  oj  St.  Martin,  Leicefter^ 
Ocloher  19,  I795.  To  uhich  is  annexed  the  Prayer  ufed' on 
that  Occafi^n.  By  Thomas  Rohi?fon.f  M,  A.  Chaplain,  2iVo, 
6d.     Brown,     Leiceller.     1796. 

This  addrefs  is  eloquent,  and  does  fome  credit  to  the  talents  of 
the  author.  Such  addrefies,  neverthelefs,  do  not  appear  to  us  fa 
becoming  the  pulpit,  as  Mr,  Robinfon  feems  to  think.  He  de- 
plores the  miferies  of  war  in  appropriate  language  :  but  wb.ile  we 
rulh  into  war  without  a  clear  and  explicit  motive,  wi'hout  an  ur- 
gency that  appears  obvious  to  all  men,  and  without  a  fpecific  object 
to  be  attained, — a  great  proportion,  at  lead,  of  the  public  will  be  apt 
to  confider  o\]r  compaffion  for  the  miferies  it  induces,  as  a  fpecies 
of  convenient  affeiftation.  The /-r^.w  annexed  is  a  well-writtea 
compofition.  The  compilers  of  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  did 
not  forefee  that  a  day  might  come  when  the  delivery  of  a  pair  of 
colours  ftiould  be  a  religious  ceremony. 

The  Duty  of  P  erf  ever  ance  in  JVdl- Doing,  A   Sermon,  preached  in 
-      Thomas's,  Sdnthzvark,    Friday,  January  i,    \']<^6,  for  the  Beneft 
of  the  Charity-School,  in  Gravel-Lane,     By  John  Difney,  D.  D, 
F.  S,  A.     'ivo,     bd,     Johlifon.     1796. 

The  duty  of  perfevering  in  well  doing  is  here  recoram.ended 
firom  fuch  cogent  motives,  as  cannot  fail  to  leave  an  ufefui  imprcf- 
fion  on  the  mind  of  the  reader,  who  is  at  the  fame  tim^  guarded 
againft  that  apparent  zeal  in  the  caufc  of  religion  and  virtue,  which 
degenerates  into  lukewarmnefs  and  indifference.  The  bngnape  of 
this  fermon  is  plain  and  perfpicuoug,  and  well  fuited  to  occa.lons 
like  that  on  which  it  wa<i  delivf.red.   Text.  Gal  it.  vL  o. 
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The  Bijhop  of  Landoff's  '  Apology  for  the.  Bible  '  examined.  In  A 
Scries  of  Letters^  oddrefjed  to  that  excellait  Mayj.  By  A.  Mac^- 
leod.      i2!no.      ■^s.  6d,     Se-iued.     Crofby.      1796. 

Of  all  the  attacks  upon  Revelation  hitherto  made,  the  prefent  is,' 
in  our  judgment,  the  nnoft  impotent  and  abfiird, 

NOVELS. 

Agatha  ;  or   a    Karrati-ve   of  recent    Events,      A  Novel.      3  F'ols, 
llmo.      I2J-.     Boards.      Dilly.      1796. 

Tltis  novel  feems  to  have  been  written  merely  with. a  defign  to 
exhibit  the  French  revolution  in  the  moft  difguding  point  of  view  j 
for  the  ftory  is  tedious  and  improbable,  and  the  charafters  infipid 
or  out  of  nature.  When  the  public  mind,  however,  is  fo  violently 
agitated  by  political  diflenfions,  we  think  it  ill  judged  to  flatter  or  offend 
the  prejudices  of  any  defcription  of  perfons,  by  fuch  fiftitious  hor-» 
rors  and  imaginary  mafTacres. 

Confequetjces  ;  pr.   Adventures  at  Rraxall  Cajlle.      A  'Novcl.^     By  a 
Gentlema/i.      2,  F'ols.      i2mo.      6s.     Boards.      Boofey.      1795. 

The  author  of  this-  produdion  modeflly  announces  hinifelf  in  the 
Preface,  as  '  too  young  a  m.an  to  pretend  to  improve  others,  his  hilm- 
ble  aim  being  innocently  to  amufe.'  He  quotes  from  Shenftone,  who 
fays  '  A  compofirion  that  enters  the  world  with  a  view  0/  amufing 
in  a  polite  or  innocent  way,  has  a  claim  to  indulgence,  though  it 
fail  of  the  effeft  intended,' — and  requefts,  if  at  tiie  bar  of  ciiticifm 
he  is  pronounced  guilty  of  a  vain  attempt^  the  above  authority  may 
be  admitted  in  mitigation  oi\\\sfirfi  offence.  We  acknowledge  our- 
ielves  not  only  inclined  cheerfully  to  acquit  him,  but  are  willing, 
to  give  him  credit  for  yet  more  than  he  claims.  The  tale  he  relates 
is  fliort  and  fimple,  and,  if  it  difplays  no  fuperior  powers  of  inven- 
tion, or  bold  flights  of  imagination,  manifefts  good  fenfe  and  juft 
refleflion,  and  is  not  ill  calculated  to  exemplify  the  obvious  and  im- 
portant m.oral  which  it  enforces — the  ccnfequences  that  refult  from 
a  vicious  example,  and  the  negleft  of  a  virtuous  education. 

Jfahinda  of  Belief  eld.      A  Scntitnental  NqvcI  in  a  Scries  of  Letters^ 
By  Mrs.  Courtney.   3  Vols,   i2mo,    los.  6d.  Sezved.  Bagfler.    I  796. 

The  gentle  writer  of  this  fcntimental  tale  is  {o  willing-  to  avail 
herfelf  of  ail  the  privileges  of  hery^-.v,  and  fo  humbly  throws  her- 
felf  upon  our  clemency,  that  we  feel  ourfelves  utterly  difarmed  of 
our  critical  acumen.  Her  produftibn  is  made  up  of  the  ufual  in- 
cidents and  fentlments  which  compofe  the  ^«;t'/rt//V)' of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  publication  (we  always  mean  to  except  a  diftinguilhcd  and 
fuperior  clafs).  Her  heroine,  the  fair  Ifabinda,  is  a  paragon  of  foft- 
nefs  and  beauty,-  and,  after  a  variety  of  tender  diflreflls,  which 
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fcrve  but  to  give  a  zeft  to  the  felicit)-  in  ftore  for  heiv  is  repaid  for 
hel-  fufFerings,  by  the  confummation  of  all  eartrhly  happinefs. 

Ariel;  or,  a    Figure  of  the   Human  Heart.      By    Thomas  Button. 
i2mo.      is.     Roach.      1796. 

The  prefatory  addrefs  to  this  little  tale  is  fenfible,  and  the  pur- 
port excellent.  Ariel,  one  of  the  tutelary  fylphs  fuppofed  to  be 
appointed  to  the  guardlanfliip  of  mankind,  difgufted  with  the  follies 
and  vices  of  his  charge,  execrates  the  human  race,  and  :ibjures  bis 
degenerate  pupils.  As  a  puniftiment  for  his  rafti  judgments,  he  is 
condemned  by  Oberon,  the  chief  or  prefiding  fpirit,  to  make,  him- 
felf,  the  experiment  of  human  nature,  and,  in  a  body  of  mortality, 
to  fojourn  for  thirteen  moons  upon  the  earth,.  In  this  trial  he  gains, 
by  woeful  experience,  a  knowledge  of  the  frailties  and  inSirmities  of 
liuman-  nature,  the  force  of  human  paliions,  and  human  wants, 
with  their  various  fprings  and  remote  operations, — and  acquires  from 
the  refult  greater  lenity,  forbearance,  and  benevolence.  We  would 
recommend  the  ftudy  of  this  leffon  to  the  intolerant  and  cenforious, 
(which  is  allowing  the  author  a  tolerably  large  proportion  of  read- 
ers)^— that  when  they  feel  inclined  to  indulge  in  inveAive  againft 
the  errors  and  faults  of  their  neighbours  and  acquaintance,  they 
may  at  the  lame  time  recollect  the  various  temptations  to  ,which 
different  lituations  may  have  expofed  them,  and  reflect  whether 
they  have,  themfelves,  profited  from  all  their  opportunities  of  im- 
provement. We  ought,  perhaps,  in  all  our  judgments,  to  endea- 
vour to  diftinguifh  the  per/on  of  the  offender  from  the  offence. 

M     E     D     I    C     A    L. 

.4  Pocket  CoyifpeBus  of  the  New  London  and  Edinhurgh  Pltarinac-j- 
pcejas  :  ivhereln  the  F'irtues^  Ufss,  and  Dofcs,,  of  tlie  fever al  Ar- 
ticles and  Preparations  contained  in  thofe  Tf-^'ork:,  are  concfelyfiat- 
ed^  their  Pronunciation  as  to  Quantity  is  difiinSily  marked.,  and  a 
V^ariety  of  other  Particulars  ref peeing  them  given.,  calctdated  more 
efpecially  for  the  Ufe  of  Junior  Pra^itioners.  By  Robert  Graves, 
M.  D.  U'c.  (ffc.  Small  Svo.  ^s.  So%ued.  Murray  a/id  Highley. 
1796. 

The  young  phyfician  is  here  prefented  with  a  neat  little  pharma- 
copoeia, well  calculated  to  fupply  the  defedive  recollection  of  the 
properties  of  medicines,  &c.  which  every  practitioner,  at  his  firft, 
outlet,  unavoidably  labours  under.  The, matter  contained  in  this 
pocket  volume  is  comprifed  in  112  pages,  felefted  from  the  lateft 
London  and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeias.  Each  article  neceffarily 
receives  only  a  very  fmall  fliare  of_  the  editor's  attention  :  and  we 
think  that  many  of  the  virtues,  (o  haflily  attributed  to  a  variety  of 
xnedieines,  might  with  advantage  be  left  unrecorded,  until  there 


arft 


tt4  MoNTrftY      CaTAT.  O&WS, 

are  more  authentic  proofs  of  their  pofTefTing  fuch  qualities ;  for  tx--- 
ample — 

*  Aconltum,  (I,  n.)  Hin-^a.  Blue  wolf's-bane.  Anodyne,  fu- 
dofific,  acrid,  deobllruent ;  in  chronic  rheuinatifin,  fcrophulous 
fweilings,  venereal  nodes,  amaurofis,  &cc.  in  powder  gr.  fs.  ad  gr, 
V,  or  more,  bis  die ;  or,  tindure  made  with  dried  leaves  one  part 
to  fix  of  proof  fpir.  dofc  gt.  v  gradually  increafed  to  gt.  xl,  or  more.' 
P.  3. 

This  hady  mode  of  attributing  virtuts  to  medicines,  without 
any  regard  to  experience,  ought  to  be  correfted  by  the  authors  of 
Materia  iMedica,  as  they  millead  the  young  phyfician,  both  in  his 
judgment  and  practice.  On  the  whole,  however,  this  Pocket  Con- 
fpe<5lus  may  prove  ferviceable  in  thofe  cafes  for  which  the  compiler 
recommends  it. 

^fi  Adihefs  to  Medical  Students  ;  a  Lettsr  to  Dr,  Fordyce ;  lUtih 
Remarks  and  Qjiejilons  upon  Qluotatiojis  from  Dr.  Fordyce' s  Dijjer' 
taiion  on  Simple  Fever >      %vo,      \s.      Bell.      1 795. 

Whatever  fituation  the  H'riter  of  this  flimfy  prar.phlct  may  hold 
5n  the  profeffion,  his  objedions  to  the  conclufions  of  the  learned 
and  ingenious  author  of  the  '  Diirei'tation  on  Simple  Fever'  are 
not  fuch  as  will  tend  to  increafe  his  reputation  as  a  medical  philo- 
sopher. In  his  remarks,  thert  is  much  more  of  quibUe  than  found 
and  manly  objection. 

NATURAL      HISTORY. 

^  Difcourfe  on  the  Emigration  of  Britijfi  Birds ;  or,  this  Q^ue/tion 
at  laji  fohSd  :  lukencc  come  the  Stork  and  the  Turtle^  the  Crane 
and  the  Sivalloir^  when  they  hno^jj  and  obferve  the  appointed  Time 
of  their  Coming?  containing  a  cwious,  particular,  and  circum- 
Jiantial  Account  of  the  refptSlive  Retreats  of  all  thofe  Birds  of 
Pajfage^  which  vifit  cur  If  and  at  the  Commencement  of  Springy 
and  depart  at  the  Approach  of  f'Kinter,  'jfc,  ^c.  By  a  Natura- 
liji.     2ivo.     2.S.     Waiker.      1795. 

This  writer  laments  the  inattention  of  naturaliils  to  the  fubjeft  on 
■which  he  has  written,  and  points  out  tlie  line  of  conduct  neceiTary 
to  be  obferved  by  thofe  who  may  be  prevailed  on  to  invefligate  if 
farther, 

.  *  To  be  fiifficiently  qualified,'  fays  he,  <  for  this  .'nfk,  it  13  iie- 
cefTary  that  the  inquirer  fhor.ld  confine  himfelf  to  one  certain  traA 
the  whole  year  ;  he  fliould  be  p;irticularly  careful  to  mark  the  exaft 
period  of  the  arrival  and  difappearance  of  birds  ;  he  fiiould  obferve, 
in  what  order  the  different  fpecies  come,  aud  at  what  time,  and  in 
what  manner  they  go  j  alfo  how  they  ftcer  their  courfe,  whether'' 
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Caft,  weft,  north,  or  fouth  ;  he  fliould  commit  every  obfervation 
to  paper,  and  compare  them  with  the  remarks  of  others  who  have 
written  on  the  fubjeft ;  he  fliould  hkewife  attend  to  the  tempera- 
ment of  the  air,  and  to  the  plenty  or  failure  of  fruits  and  berries, 
as  on  thefe  accidents  many  curious  and  advantageous  remarks  may 
be  made ;  he  ftiould  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  the  gentlemen 
of  the  navy,  confult  their  journals  to  difcover  what  birds  alight  on 
the  fliips,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftiould  endeavour  to  learn  at  what 
feafons  they  appeared,  in  what  latitude,  &c.  Were  thefe  methods 
vigoroufly  and  ftrenuoufly  purfued,  we  might  eafily  trace  them  to 
their  refpei^ive  abodes.'     p.  xi. 

Whence,  fays  our  author,  come  the  Jiork  and  the  turtle^  the 
crane  and  the  fiuallotu  f  Sec.  This,  he  informs  us,  is  '  at  laj} 
folved.'  Oui^  reader^  will  naturally  expeft  to  be  indulged  with  the 
folution  ;  and  as  it  lies  within  a  very  moderate  compafs,  they  fliall 
certainly  be  gratified — 

'  But  to  render  this  truth  quite  Indlfputahle,,  to  folve  the  matter 
fully,  and  prevent  any  farther  controverfies  on  this  affair,  loe  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  iwe  have  more  than  once  had  ocular  proof  of 
what,  with  propriety,  lue  may  term  an  aftual  migration  of  thefe 
birds.  About  Old  Michaelmas  we  have  frequently  obferved  immcnfe 
numbers  of  fwallows  and  martins  fettled  fometimes  on  the  tops  of 
trees,  and  fometimes  on  buflies,  at  a  great  diftance  from  their  fum- 
mer  haunts  ;  here  they  have  fat  filent  for  fome  time,  as  if  in  deli- 
beration ;  on  a  fudden  vje  have  feem  them  all  take  wing,  mount 
to  a  certain  height,  and  with  an  eafy  regular  motion,  proceed  to- 
ward the  weftern  ocean,  when  our  eye  has  followed  them  till  they 
were  imperceptible;  and  what  was  very  extraordinary,  not  a  An- 
gle one  was  to  be  found  after  the  departure  of  the  great  alTembly, 
which  evidently  teftifies  that  what  vje  obferved  was  \\\t  fifft  fally^ 
OT  fetting  out^  of  thefe  fummer  vifitants.  Thefe  annual  proceed- 
ings nue  have  remarked  for  a  long  feries  of  years.'     p.  26. 

Unfortunately,  this  writer,  in  all  his  obfervations  on  this  fubjef!^, 
by  lyf,  means  himfelf ;  had  he  faid  that^Ay  other  naturalifts  had 
fupported  the  fame  opinion,  we  fliould  at  leafl:  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  admiring  his  candour,  however  deftltute  of  new  matter 
we  might  have  thought  his  difcourfe. 

LAW. 

RefieSiions  on  U/ury^  as  conduced  by  the  Mode  of  Under-valued 
j^nnuities  :  in  the  Courfe  of  "which^  for  the  Benefit  of  ihofe  ivho 
are  opprejfed  loith  them,  are  refpeilivcly  pointed  out,  according  to 
the  different  Securities,  the  different  Means  of  Relief,      /^to.     2s. 

:    Murray  tfzji/Highley.      1796. 

The  author  of  thefe  reflexions  complains  that  the  evil  of  ufury 

-has  experienced  but  a  partial  remedy  from  the  interpoficion  of  the 

'  Crit.  Rev.  Vot.  XVill.  Sept,  1796.  I  legif- 
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legiflature,  by  the  celebrated  Annuity  Aft,  of  the  i  7th  Geo.  Tll- 
It  does,  indeed,  feem  to  us  not  reafonably  to  be  accounted  for, 
why  in  the  cafe  of  minority  the  law  fliould  grant  fuch  peculiar 
proteftion  from  the  depredations  of  unprincipled  money-lenders, 
and  not  at  the  fame  time  extend  its  falutary  afliftance  to  perfons 
whofe  diftrefled  circumftances  give  them  an  equal  claim. 

In  alkiiion  to  the  annuity  a6l  above  mentioned,  and  which  was 
introduced  into  the  houfe  of  commons  by  the  prefent  lord  chan- 
cellor when  folicitor  general,  our  author  makes  the  following  ob- 
fervations — 

'  To  confine  the  ufe  of  money  within  the  bounds  the  exifting 
laws  had  prefcribed,  to  render  it  fubfervient  to  honeft  and  ufeful 
purpofes,  the  bill  alluded  to  was  in  it's  original  form  defigned  :  it 
was  calculated  to  reflore  to  his  family  honours  many  an  exiled  pro- 
prietor ;  it  would  have  difencumbered  many  an  eftate  fo  involved 
with  annuities,  that  the  owner  of  it,  were  he  to  live  to  the  age  of 
Methufelah,  under  an  annual  payment  of  feventeen  per  cent. 
could  never  hope  to  fee  it  redeemed  :  it  would  have  beamed  com- 
fort on  families  immerfed  in  clouds  of  forrow  and  diftrefs  ;  and  re- 
vived holpitality  in  manfions  which  opprellion  and  ufury  had  con- 
verted into  dreary  feats  of  defolation. 

'  But,  inflead  of  an  aft  to  prevent  ufury,  that,  which  fupplant- 
ed  Mr.  Wedderburn's  original  defign,  tends  to  encourage  it ;  in 
that  it  lays  o}>en  the  borrower's  circumftances ;  places  every  an- 
nuity he  has  granted  on  publick  record  ;  and  thereby  enables  the 
purchafer  to  make  his  bargain  on  furer  grounds  than  he  could  have 
done  before  that  aft  exilled. 

'  Lord  Kenyon  afterwards  took  the  matter  up  in  court.  Above 
the  arts  of  petty-foggery  that  have  fometimes  difgraced  high  ftations 
in  the  law,  with  the  dignified  Ipirit  of  the  fituation  he  {x>ire(red,  as 
prefiding  in  a  court  of  equity,  he  declared,  that  '*  where  there 
%vere  principles,  he  wanted  not  precedents.  The  cafe  of  young 
heirs  had  made  a  beginning."  (alluding  to  Mr.  Wedderburn's  bill ;) 
*'  and  he  was  not  afraid  of  adding  men  in  dilirefs  to  the  lift."  This 
was  a  language  diftated  by  the  fpirit,  not  the  literal  quirks  and 
chicanery,  of  the  laws.  In  the  inftance  then  before  him,  he  ac- 
cordingly gave  relief:  and,  on  an  appeal  to  the  late  lord  chaacel- 
ior,  his  lordfliip  affirmed  the  mafter's  decree.'     p.  6. 

The  noble  judge  who  thus  expreffed  himfelf,  did  equal  honour 
to  his  feelings  and  his  fituation.  It  is,  however,  to  be  lamented 
that  more  numerous  and  firm  Ifgal  barriers  are  not  erefted  to  flop 
the  career  of  a  praftice,  which,  by  hardening  the  lieart,  and  feed- 
ing the  avarice  of  the  lender,  while  it  takes  advantage  of  the  diftrefs 
of  the  unfortunate  and  encourages  the  difTipation  of  the  thoughtUf: 
borrower,  difgraces  the  commerce  and  corrupts  the  morals  of  ths 
country. 

A  Colkflion 


Monthly    Catalogue.  115 

A  Collcnlon  of  Cafe's  on  the  Annuity  ASl^  ivith  an  Epitome  of  the 
Pratlice  relative  to  the  Enrolment  of  lyle-inoria's.  By  JT' illiam 
Hunty  Efq.  The  fecond  Edition^  enlarged  and  improved^  &c. 
2vo.     41.      Boards.     Clarke  ««^  Son.      1796. 

The  utility  of  this  coHeftion  is  exchifively  confined  to  the  legal 
pracTtitioner.  Mr.  Hunt  thus  commences  his  Preface  to  the  prefent 
edition — 

*  This  work  is  confiderably  enlarged  by  the  infertion  of  a  variety 
of  cafes,  which  have  arifen  upon  the  annuity  aft  ilnce  the  firfi:  edi- 
tion was  pubhfhed.  ,  Thofe  cafes  which  in  that  edition  did  not  im- 
mediately apply  to  the  aft,  of  which  this  coUeftion  profefTes  folely 
to  treat,  are  here  omitted,  becaufe  now,  owing  to  the  great  increafe 
of  matter,  they  would  unnecefiarily  have  Avoln  this  volume,  which 
is  intended  merely  for  the  praftitioner's  vade  mecum  :  whether 
thofe  cafes  will  appear  hereafter,  depends  entirely  upon  my  finding 
leifure  to  purfue  the  fubjeft  of  annuities  in  all  thofe  branches,  over 
M'hich  courts  of  law  and  equity  have  any  jurifdiftion.  However, 
as  a  work  of  this  fort  ftiU  continues  to  be  a  defideratum  in  legal 
publications,  I  was  unwilling  to  delay  this  praftical  treatife  till  that 
event  took  place  ;  more  efpecially  as  the  frequent  difcuffion  of  this 
part  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the  ftrift  hand  courts  of  juftice  hold  over 
tranfaftions  of  this  nature,  makes  it  necelTury  for  the  praftitioner  to 
be  very  careful  and  exaft  in  adopting  the  interpretation  which  this 
aft  has  there  received,  becaufe  the  validity  of  every  annuity  within 
it,  abfolutely  depends  on  a  perfeft  compliance  with  the  folemnities 
prefcribed  thereby  ;  and  that  too  according  to  the  expofition  of  thofe 
courts.'      p.  vii. 

In  forae  further  obfervations  on  his  work,  Mr.  Hunt  properly 
difclaims  any  merit  but  that  of  a  mere  compiler.  Where  the  tafk  is 
fo  eafy,  it  ought  fureiy  to  be  well  performed.  INIr.  Hunt's  cafes 
may  be  faithfully  transcribed  ;  but  we  cannot  compliment  him  on 
the  felicity  of  his  arrangement,  or  the  correftnefs  of  his  precC' 
dents, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

A   Pcdefrian  Tour   through   North  JVales^  in  a  Series   of  Letters. 
£j>    f.    Hucis,      B.    A.      \2?no.       2s.  6d.     Boards.      Debrett, 

Mr.  Hucks  difarms  the  feverity  of  criticifm  by  a  modefi:  ac- 
knowledgement that  he  does  not  expeft  his  little  work  to  be  ex- 
tended among  a  very  large  clafs  of  readers:  the  amufement  of  an 
individual  was  originally  his  fble  objeft ;  and  he  has  ventured  to 
publifh  his  letters,  to  alfift  thofe  who  may  wifli  to  become  familiar 
with  the  route  he  purfued.  To  fuch,  we  think,  his  letters  may  be 
uieful,  and  lo  others  they  will  be  found  amufing.  The  beft  part  of 

I  *  thetUj 
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then-',  however,  are  the  reflexions  he  makes  on  political  and  civil 
econo'.riy,  which  might  have  been  made  without  performing  on  foot 
fo  f.itigulnga  journey.  He  gives  us  little  that  is  new  in  his  dejcrlp'- 
tionsy  but  is  every  where  a  lively  companion  and  a  juft  reafoner. 

Lei/ure  Hours  :  or  Entertaining  Dialogues  ;  between  Per/ans  eminent 
for  Virtue  and  Magnanimity.      The  CharaSlers  drawn  from  An- 
cient and  Modern  Hijlory.      Defgned  as   Leffons  of  Morality  for 
Yoitth.    By  Prifcilla  Wakefield.  Fol.  11.    izmo.    is,  6d.    Darton 
and  Harvey.      1 796. 

This  little  volume  is  in  continuation  of  a  work  defigned,  by  the 
intelligent  and  refpe£lable  authorefs,  to  convey  a  feries  of  enter- 
taining and  inftruilive  precepts  to  the  youthful  mind. 

For  this  purpofe  Mrs.  Wakefield  has  felefted  a  number  of  inters 
efi:ing  hiftorical  anecdotes,  and  by  turning  them  into  the  form  of 
dramatic  dialogue,  has  exhibited  the  refpe6tive  charafters  in  their 
moft  lively  and  impreffive  attitudes.  The  following  extra<^  will 
fl)ow  the  moral  tendency,  and  pleafing  ftyle  which  charafterife  the 
productions  of  the  writer — 

'  The  Crown  and  Helmet  ;  or  the  Arts  of  Peace  to  he 
preferred  to  the  Science  0/"  War.. 

*  Bravery  and  the  love  of  arms  have  always  charafterlfed  the  French 
nation;  but  warlike  enthufiafm  was  never  raifed  to  a  higher  pitch 
among  them,  than  at  the  time  when  Charles  the  Sixth  was  a  boy ; 
his  father,  furnamed  the  Wife,  perhaps  fufpicious  that  he  had  im- 
bibed too  much  of  the  fpirit  of  the  military  gallantry  of  the  age, 
took  an  ingenious  means  of  dlfcovering  the  turn  of  his  charafter, 
by  prefenting  him  with  a  crown  of  gold  richly  ornamented,  and  a 
helmet  of  poliflied'^eel.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the  choice  of 
the  young  prince  might  give  rife  to  a  dialogue,  fomewhat  fmiilar  tq 
that  which  follows. 

'  King.  Affairs  of  ftate,  and  the  important  duties  of  royalty,  en^ 
grofs  fo  large  a  portion  of  my  titne  and  thoughts,  as  to  leave  me 
but  iew  opportunities  of  enjoying  your  company  :  the  prefent  half 
hour  being  at  my  own  difpofal,  I  have  fent  for  you,  that  we  may 
pafs  it  together  in  the  unreftrained  freedom  of  private  converfation, 
■  *  Charles.  Nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to  me,  than  the  in- 
dulgence of  vifiting  you,  efpecially  when  you  are  alone,  becaufe 
then  I  am  at  hberty  to  exprefs  myfelf  without  referve,  but  I  have 
not  courage  to  fpeak  freely,  when  you  are  furrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  courtiers  and  attendants. 

*  King.  Pomp  and  ceremony  are  part  of  the  tribute  which 
kings  are  obliged  to  pay  to  cufiom,  and  the  eminence  of  their  fta- 
tion  ;  the  enjoyment  of  leifure  and  focial  intercourfe,  is  a  rare  feli- 
city ;  let  us  avriil  ourfelves  of  the  prefent  opportunity.  On  that 
table  are  placed  a  crown  and  a  helmet,  one  of  them  is  defigned  a? 
a  prefent  for  you ;  take  your  choice  of  them. 

*  Charles. 
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f  Charles.  It  requires  no  great  deliberation,  fince  you  permit 
xne  to  take  that  which  pleafes  me  beft  ;  tlie  Iielmet  is  mine. 

*  Ki-iig.  What  motives  can  induce  you  to  rejeft  a  crown,  em- 
belHihed  with  fo  many  fliining  jewels,  for  a  hehnet  of  plain  fteel? 

'  Charles.  The  ornaments  of  the  crown  are  very  bsautiful, 
and  adapted  to  pleafe  my  fiftei",  but  are  not  conformable  to  my 
tafte ;  the  love  of  arms  is  my  delight,  and  my  hiuheft  ambition  to 
become  a  celebrated  warrior,  equal  in  fame  to  my  illuflrious  an- 
ceftors.  As  I  hope  to  gain  your  confent  to  attend  the  next  mili- 
tary expedition,  I  fti all  then  wear  the  helmet,  and  the  remembrance 
that  it  is  your  gift,  will  ftimulate  me  to  behave  bravely,  and  deferve 
your  approbation. 

'  King.  My  fon,  you  fhew  a  laudable  ambition  to  excel;  direfl 
it  to  the  mod  excellent  objefts,  and  it  v/ill  guide  you  to  the  path 
of  true  honour ;  but  beware  of  confining  your  ideas  of  merit  to 
warlike  exploits  aiorie,  the  arts  of  peace  conduce  more  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  than  all  the  conquefts  hiftory  records.  Seleft 
fuch  of  our  noble  progenitors,  for  your  imitation,  as  have  fhewa 
themfelves  the  fathers  of  their  people,  by  civilizing  and  improving 
their  manners,  felicitous  of  diffufing  virtue  and  tranquillity  among 
pvery  rank  of  their  fubjefts. 

*  Charles.  But  furely  thofe  kings  are  to  be  efteemed  thegreateft: 
Jieroes,  who  courageoufly  headed  their  troops,  and  extended  tiie 
^mits  of  their  kingdoms  by  their  viftories. 

'  King.  They  are  regarded  in  that  light  by  thofe  that  do  not 
confider,  that  the  profperity  of  a  nation  confifts  more  in  the  virtue 
of  its  inhabitants,  than  in  the  extent  of  its  territory.  A  true  hero, 
in  public  or  private  life,  is  he,  who  has  learned  to  renounce  his 
perfonal  gratification,  in  order  to  confer  happinefs  on  others.  A 
.conqueror  increafes  his  own  dominions,  by  diminifliing  thofe  of  the 
princes  unhappily  fituated  on  his  frontier.  What  would  your  opi- 
nion be  of  a  perfon,  who  wifloed  to  enlarge  his  eftate,  and  that  he 
might  accomplifh  his  defign,  feized  the  fields  contiguous  to  it,  be- 
longing to  a  neighbour  lefs  powerful  than  himfelf? 

'  Charles.  I  fliould  declare  him  both  dlflionefl  and  ungenerous, 
becaufe  he  had  taken  that  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  had 
attacked  a  man  that  had  not  provoked  him,  who  was  unable  to  re- 
cent the  injury. 

*  King.  The  fame  principles  of  immutable  juftice  apply  to 
Jtings  and  private  perfons ;  therefore,  according  to  this  decifion, 
Charles,  many  of  thofe  heroes  you  have  bee.n  accuftomed  to  ad- 
mire, will  be  reduced  to  the  charafters  of  oppreffors  and  plunderers. 
Had  Alexander  the  Great  employed  his  extraordinary  talents  in  ci- 
vilizing the  Macedonians,  inftead  of  depopulating  the  earth,  we 
fliould  probably  have  heard  lefs  of  him,  but  his  fubjeds  would 
have  reaped  much  greater  advantages  from  his  reign,  and  his  life 
would  have  been  truly  ufeful ;  v.'hereas  his  ambition  rendered  him 

the 
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the  fcourge  of  his  fellow -creatures.  Divefl:  his  mofl  brilliant  vi(^o- 
ries  of  the  falfe  glare  that  adorns  them,  and  little  remains  but  car- 
riage and  mifery.  Songs  of'triumph  attend  the  conqueror's  car, 
which  drown  the  lamentations  of  thofe  made  wretched  by  his  fuc- 
cefs. 

*  Charles.  I  cannot  deny  the  truth  of  your  remarks,  though  it 
5s  with  the  greateft  reluftance  I  rcfign  my  favourite  heroes  to  the 
reproach  you  caft  upon  them.  Wufl  I  confider  all  warriors  as  pefts 
to  fociety  ? 

'  King.  A  patriot  king  never  unflieathes  his  fword  for  the  pro- 
feciuion  of  wars  created  by  his  ambition  ;  the  defence  of  his  country 
is  the  only  caiife  that  can  roufe  him  to  adion.  Confine  your  ar- 
dour to  that  point  alone,  left  your  thirft  for  glory  expofe  your  peo- 
ple to  mifcry,  when  you  afcend  the  throne.  Alfred  the  Great  of 
England,  fo  juftly  renowned  for  his  heroic  qualities,  had  fpirit  to 
expel  thofe  invaders  who  had  driven  him  into  exile  ;  and  wifdom, 
when  he  had  fubdued  them,  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  internal  go- 
vernment of  his  kingdom  ;  the  beneficiai  efTefts  of  his  inftitutions 
are  ftill  remembered  with  gratitude,  tlieir  influence  is  felt  to  this 
day,  and  endears  his  memory  to  poflerity,  as  the  univerfal  bene- 
faftor  of  mankind.  Copy  this  example,  and  lay  afide  your  hej- 
met  till  you  are  required  to  wear  it,  in  chaftifing  the  infolent  attacks 
of  an  unprovoked  enemy.'     p.  24. 

We  hope  Mrs.  Wakefield  will  continue  her  laudable  exertions 
for  the  inftruflion  of  the  rifing  generation.  Much  human  mifery, 
as  well  as  ignorance,  may  doubtiefs  be  prevented  by  imparting  to 
the  tender  mind,  proper  notions  of  things,  and  familiar  examples 
of  virtue, 

Abrtge  de  VH'iftoire  Ane'ienne^  en  particulier  dt  VUijiolre  Grecquey 
Juivi   d^U7t  Abr^ge  de   la   Fahle,   a  VUfage  des  Eleves  de  I' E cole 
Royale  Militaire  a  Paris.    i%mo.    3j-.   Bound.   Dilly.    1794. 

This  abridgement  is  well  executed,  and  adapted  to  the  ufe  of 
jfchools.  It  has  the  advantage  of  a  corredl  geographical  index,  and 
a  tableof  queftions,  embracing  the  principal  facts  in  the  ancient 
and  fabulous  hiftory. 

Qjicjlions  to  be  Refolved ;   or.,  a  new  Method  of  exerdjing  the  Atten- 
tion of  Young  People.      Interfperfed  luith  various  Pieces^  calculat- 
ed/or Infrudion  and  Amufeintnt.      Travjlatedfrom  the  French  of 
Madame  de   la    Fite.     2  Vols,      ilmo,      c^s,     Seiued.     Murray 
and  Highley. 

To  form  the  minds  and  morals  of  youth,  is  one  of  the  fureft  and 
leaft  equivocal  means  of  promoting  reformation.  We  are  indebted 
to  the  French  for  many  ingenious  and  ufeful  publications  of  this 
nature  :  the  prefent  has  much  merit,  and  we  recommend  it  with 
pleafure  to  young  readers. 

6  COR^ 
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CORRESPONDENCE.' 

OUR  correfpondent  Philalethes  will  find  the  tranflation  of  Leonore,  to 
which  we  referred,  in  the  Monthly  Magazine,  No.  II.  The  fucceed- 
ing  paragraph  of  his  letter  we  take  the  liberty  of  inferting,  with  the 
anfwer. 

*  XTvROM  the  learned  Reviewer  of  Dr.  Watfou's  Apology,  I  would 
X/  wi/h  to  know  where  in  the  Old  or  New  Teftament,  or  among 
their  rational  commentators,  I  can  learn  any  thing  of  thofe  beings  whom 
he  calls,  «•  the  fons  of  God  >"  p.  297.  ad  fin,— From  the  ingenious  bifliop, 
or  from  his  equally  intelligent  Reviewer,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what 
Revelation  has  taught  mankind  refpefting  thofe  very  interefting  queftions, 
which  feem  once  to  have  occupied  fo  much  the  anxieties  and  reafoningsof 
Dr.  Watfon.  To  have  fled  from  rational  religion  to  Revelation,  for  a 
folution  of  the  difficulties  attending  our  enquiries,  refpefting  the  connec- 
tion between  "  neceffary  exiftence  and  intelligence,"  "  between  intelligence 
lind  benevolence,"  &c.  &c.  feems  to  me  to  be  running  with  an  anxious 
mind  to  a  maft er,  determined  to  repel  your  anxious  enquiries  by  a  cold 
revolting  filence.' 

We  have  to  obferve,  in  return  to  Philalethes'  firft  quere,  that  the 
fcenical  reprefentation  in  Job  was  the  principal  objefl  in  view.  A  fimilar 
exhibition  appears  in  the  Vifion  of  Micaiah,  i  Kings,  xxii.  19,  &c.  and  in 
Zccharlah  iii,  i,  &c. — A  confideration  of  thefe  paflages,  with  the  Temp- 
tation of  Chrifi,  in  the  Evangelifts,  and  fuch  other  texts  as  the  Concord- 
ance points  out,  where  The  Sons  of  God,  Angels,  Satan,  the  Dc'Vil,  &c. 
ccciir,  will,  when  the  relative  opinions  of  the  Eafterns,  and  their  cuftoms, 
are  included,  throw  much  light  on  the  fubjefl ;  which  no  writer,  withia 
■our  knowledge,  has  fully  inveftigated. 

As  to  the  topics  to  which  the  next  queftion  adverts,  we  fcruple  not  to 
admit  that  Revelation  might  be  ranfacked  in  vain.  Not  becaufe  (as 
Philalethes,  perhaps  inadvertently,  hath  ftated)  Revelation  is  the  oppo- 
site to  rational  religion  ;  but,  in  the  point  before  us,  a  computable  term. 
Furnilhcd  with  fufficient  evidence  of  its  divine  origin,  from  miracles  and 
prophecies,  its  diicoveries  and  doftrines  are  authoritative  dogmas.  Had 
its  defign  been  to  detail  to  us  metaphyfical  fubrilties,  the  occupation  muft 
have  been  endlefs;  and,  unbounded  as  is  the  compafs  of  human  curiofity. 
were  every  one  to  feek  from  it  anfwers  to  his  queftions,  the  world  could 
not  contain  books  to  comprife  them.  Is  it  not  enough,  if  we  believe  th^ 
Scriptures,  that  they  can  ?nake  men  i/oife  unto  falvation, — and  that,  in 
them,  ive  ncei've  the  end  oj  faith,  even  the  falvation  of  our  fouls? 

His  judicious  obfervation,  concerning  the  Index,  is  under  confidera- 
lion,  though  a  great  part  of  it  has  been  already  compiled. 

We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Cofins  for  his  favour,  which  is  tranfmitted  to 
the  author  of  the  article  in  queftion,  and  will  be  duly  attended  to  by  him. 

The  following  paper  from  Dr.  Hunter  of  York,  though  fomcwhat  out 
of  our  ordinary  couric,  is  inferted  to  fubferve  the  general  good,  and  gra- 
tify the  requeit  of  fo  refpe^table  a  correfpondent. 

Gentlemen, 

The  fubjcdt  of  this  difTertation  is  of  fo  much  importance,  that  I  am  de- 
firous  of  having  it  generally  known  before  the  feafon  of  fowing  wheat 
fomes  on.  If  the  plan  of  your  Review  will  admit  of  fo  early  a  notice,  it 
will  much  oblige  your  obedient  lervant, 

YoRJCf  July  12,    1796.  A.  HUKTER. 
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A  new  Method  of  raijing  Wheat  for  a  /cries  of  Tears  oh  the 

fame  Land, 

THE  erroneous  idea  that  plants  draw  from  the  earth  fuch  particles  only 
as  arc  congenial  to  their  own  nalflrcs,  has  pfobably  occafioned  the  farming 
maxim,  that  wheat  cannot  be  raifed  for  a  feries  of  years  upon  the  ■Came 
land.  But  the  truth  is,  that  under  the  broadcaft  hufbandry,  there  is  not 
fufRcient  time  for  manuring  and  ftirring  the  earth,  between  the  operations 
of  reaping  and  lowing.  Such  being  the  cafe,  may  we  not  refnove  the 
cbftacle  by  fubftituting  tranfplantaiion  for  fowing,  With  a  view  to  de- 
cide upon  this  important  queftion,  a  gentleman  has  inftituted  the  following 
experiment : — In  Otiolier  1795,  ^  quart  of  wheat  was  drilled  in  a  piece  of 
garden  ground,  and  on  the  aad  of  March,  1796,  the  plants  were  taken 
up  and  tranfplanted  into  a  field,  which  before  had  ivjrne  a  trop  of  pota- 
toes. The  foil  was  a  light  loam,  and  contained  fix  hundred  fquare  yards, 
or  half  a  rood.  The  land  was  only  once  plowed,  harrowed,  and  rolled, 
after  which  the  plants  were  pricked  down  at  the  depth  of  one  inch  within 
the  ground,  and  at  thediflance  of  nine  inches  from  each  other,  each  fquare 
yard  containing  fixteen  plants.  The  expence  of  planting  out  was,  by  a 
ikilful  farmer,  eftimated  at  one  guinea  per  acre,  fuppofing  the  work  to  be 
chiefly  done  by  women  and  children.  At  this  time  (June  14)  the  plants 
make  a  fine  appearance,  not  one  of  them  having  failed.  Should  this  ex- 
periment anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  made,  it  is  propofed  after  the 
crop  is  cut  down,  to  have  the  land  well  plowed  and  manured,  in  order  ty 
prepare  it  for  receiving  another  crop  of  tranfplanted  wheat  in  the  fpring, 
and  it  is  alfo  propofed  to  continue  the  experiment  for  a  number  of  fuc- 
celfive  years,  in  order  to  determine  the  doubtful  point,  '  whether  wheat 
can  be  raifed  for  a  feries  of  years  upon  the  fame  land.'  Independent 
however  of  the  original  purpofe  for  which  the  experiment  was  inftituted, 
there  is  reafon  to  luppofe,  tliat  the  tranfplantation  of  wheat  for  a  fingle 
year,  will  turn  out  a  beneficial  improvement. 

The  folloiiuing  reafons  prefent  themfelves  ; 
I.  The  fcheme  faves  1 1-  izths  of  the  feed  ufually  fown. 
a.  It  employs  the  feeble  hands  of  the  village  at  a  time  when  they  have 

but  little  work. 

3.  Land'that  in  winter  has  become  too  wet  for  fowing,  may  be  planted  In 
the  fpring,  whereby  it  will  be  kept  in  its  regular  courfe  of  tillage. 

4.  The  wheat  may  be  hoed  at  a  fmall  expence,  which  will  keep  the  land 
clean,  and  fave  hand-weeding  in  fummer. 

5.  The  crop  will  probably  exceed  in  quantity. 

6.  It  will  give  the  farmer  a  tafte  for  garden  culture,  which  will  infenfibly 
remove  that  flovenlinefs  too  generally  obfervcd  in  farming  operations. 

7.  Wheat  may  be  tranfplanted  upon  any  land,  however  light,  if  a  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  from  a  fmail  experiment  made  this  year  upon  a 
piece  of  land,  almoft  too  light  for  rye. 

8.  As  it  feems  to  be  an  eftablifhed  law  in  nature  that  land  will  not  puHi 
up  more  ftalks  from  one  feed  than  flje  can  well  fupport,  it  follows  that 
the  greater  the  furface  a  plant  has  to  ftand  upon,  the  greater  will  be 
the  number  of  ftems  produced.  In  this  mode  of  culture  each  plant  has 
eighty-one  inches  of  foil  to  grow  upon,  whereas  in  the  broadcaft  huf- 
bandry,  the  plants  have  only  twelve  inches. 

9.  Land  inftead  of  lying  wafte  under  a  fummer  fallow,  may  be  made  t6 
produce  a  crop  of  cabbages,  turnips,  peafe,  beans,  potatoes,  or  fum- 
mer vetches,  as  preparatory  to  its  being  planted  with  wheat. 

10.  Should  experience  prove  the  juftiiefs  of  this  idea,  a  field  of  five  acres, 
kept  conftantly  under  tranfplanted  wheat,  will  afford  afufficient  fupply 
of  bread-corn  for  a  family  of  fourteen  perfons. 

**,*  This  experiment  is  made  in  a  field  at  Middlethorp,  near  York, 
belonging  to  S-amuel  Barlow,  Efq.  and  may  be  viewed  from  the  kfl  hand 
fide  of  lbs  road  leading  to  Bilhopthorpe, 
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^TpHERE  is  not  any  department  of  literature,  in  which  a 
-*■  well-informed  writer  may  employ  himfelf  with  fo  much 
advantage  to  the  public,  as  that  of  methodifing  and  digefhing 
the  fcattered  particles  of  fcience,  and  making  them  aflume  a 
more  popular  form,  and  one  more  acceffible  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  bulk  of  readers,  than  they  have  hitherto  appeared  in. 

There  is  a  vail  fund  of  knowledge  difperfed  at  pre- 
fent  throughout  the  literary  world ;  but  we  have  feldom  (ten 
it  carefully  collefted  or  intelligently  explained.  Thefe  obfer- 
vations  are  peculiarly  applicable  to  that  branch  of  fcience, 
which  forms  the  fubjedl  of  thefe  volumes.  It  has  been  too 
long  enveloped  in  the  technical  language  of  chemifts  and 
mathematicians  ;  the  few  popular  works  which  prefented  a 
clear  view  of  the  natural  world  to  the  general  reader,  have, 
from  the  almofh  entire  revolution  which  has  taken  place  in  phi- 
lofophy,  been  rendered  obfolete  ;  the  recent  difcoveries  are 
fcattered  throughout  a  number  of  books,  and  many  of  them 
only  to  be  found  in  the  repofitories  of  the  learned  focieties  of 
Europe. 

In  bringing  together  thefe  detached  fafts  and  obTervations, — 
in  giving  them  a  fyftematic  form, — and  above  all,  in  explaining 
them  in  clear  and  perfpicuous  language,  our  author  has  cer- 
tainly rendered  an  eflential  fervice  to  the  public  ;  has  opened 
the  gates  ot  fcience  to  the  young  and  to  the  indolent,  and  has 
prepared  an  excellent  text-book  or  repofitory  for  thofe  who 
are  already  proficients — 

'  I  have  endeavoured  (fays  he)  to  lay  open  the  whole  book  of 
nature  to  my  readers,     I  commence  with  the  firft  principles  of  phi- 
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Infophy,  the  laws  of  matter  and  motion,  with  an  enumeration  oi 
the  moft  fimple  or  elementary  fiibftances.  I  proceed  from  thefeto 
explain  the  nature  and  phenomena  of  that  mofl  aftive  and  fubtleol 
elements,  heat  or  fire,  which  is  fo  intimately  connefted  with  all 
Other  fubftances.  The  tlieory  of  light  and  colours,  fo  immediately 
dependant  on  the  preceding  fubjec'>,  fucceeds  ;  and  this  is  followed 
by  a  Ihort  treatife  of  eledricity.  The  different  fpecies  of  airs,  and 
the  atmofpherical  phenomena,  are  next  treated  of;  thefe  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  defcription  of  the  earth  and  mineral  kingdom,  and  the 
moft  remarkable  phenomena  connecled  with  them,  fuch  as  volca- 
noes, earthquakes,  &c.  The  nature  and  compofition  of  water, 
MHth  a  (hort  account  of  mineral  waters,  and  of  the  general  proper- 
ties of  that  fluid,  occupy  the  next  department  of  the  work. 

*  From  thefe  fubjeds  I  have  proceeded  to  what  is  called  the  ve- 
getable kino-dom,  including  what  is  known  on  the  nature  and 
theory  of  vegetation.  The  animal  economy  fucceeds ;  and  that  as 
little  as  pofTible  might  be  wanting  to  complete  the  courfe  of  elemen- 
tary knowledge,  I  have  concluded  by  a  Iketch  of  the  human  mind. 
This  latter  part  will  conne6l  properly  with  my  ElTays  Hiftorical  and 
Moral,  pi  bliflicd  fome  years  ago,  and  which  contain  the  great  out- 
lines of  my  fentiments  on  moral  and  political  philofophy.'  Vol.  i, 
r.  vi. 

Our  author  adds— 

'  If  it  is  afked,  for  whofe  ufe  this  work  is  defigned  ?  I  anfwer, 
for  alt  whofe  curiofaty  would  lead  them  to  take  a  general  furvey  of 
nature — for  all,  in  particular,  who  wifh  to  underftand  the  elements 
and  principles  of  natural  hiftory.  I  conceive  alfo,  that  it  will  not 
be  unufeful  to  the  younger  ftudentsof  medicine,  as  it  is  intended  as 
an  eafy  introduftion  to  general  fcience;  and  as  it  comprehends  all 
the  firft  principles  of  chemiftry  and  phyfiology.  With  the  more 
enlightened  clafs  of  female  readers,  1  cannot  but  flat'er  myfelf  that 
th«  work  will  be  favourably  received,  as  I  really  had  their  enter- 
tainment and  information  principally  in  view  in  compiling  it ;  and 
they  may  depend  upon  it,  that  there  is  not  a  fingleexpreflion  in  the 
whole  that  can  reafonably  offend  the  moft  delicate  and  modeft  ear.' 
?.  ix. 

The  do6lor  proceeds  to  offer  what  we  cannot  but  efteem 
rather  an  extraordinary  apology  for  deviating  from  the  line 
of  his  profeflion,  in  compiling  tlie  prefent  work — 

*  I  have  never  (he  obferves)  yet  been  enabled  to  gain,  by  the 
cxercife  of  my  profeflion,  a  livelihood  for  myfelf  and  family  ;  and 
it  muft  appear  a  hard  cafe  to  confine  the  whole  attention  of  any 
man  to  what  will  not  furnifli  him  with  the  necefiaries  of  life.' 
p.  X. 

$uch  an  apology  was  not  required  j  and  we  \yifli  the  majo- 
rity 
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rity  of  his  profeflion  made  an  equally  laudable  ufe  cf  their 
leifure.  Perhaps,  however,  as  the  dodlor  is  an  ecclefiaflical 
hiftorian,  he  only  meant  to  add  a  new  fa(fl:  to  tliofe  contained 
in  his  hiflory.  —  In  this  view  we  wifh  we  could  confider  it : 
but  unfortunately  the  fatl  is  not  nezv  in  this  country  : — we 
could  name  feveral  perfons  in  the  church,  of  the  mod  diftin- 
guifhed  talents,  who  yet  cannot  boaft  much  better  fuccefs  in 
their  profeflional  career. — It  is  not  new  in  the  hiftory  of  other 
countries  :  for  in  the  French  church,  for  feme  years  previous 
to  the  revolution,  it  was  almoft  an  eftablifned  rule  to  prefer, 
or  bring  forward,  no  perfon  of  talents  :  and  why  {hould  not 
our  fpiritual  rulers  be  permitted  to  imitate  fo  bright  and  happy 
an  example  ? 

But  to  quit  a  fubjedl  which  can  only  fill  the  friend  of 
literature  and  religion  with  difguft,  we  cordially  agree  with 
our  author  that  he  has  been  not  lefs  ufefully  employed,  than  if 
he  had  been  engaged  in  compiling  a  treatife  on  theology.  To 
furnifii  to  men  of  leifure  an  innocent  and  liberal  entertain- 
ment, and  to  lead  the  young  mind  to  cbferve  and  underftand 
the  fyftem  of  that  world  of  which  he  forms  a  part,  is  certainly 
no  inefficacious  mode  of  promoting  both  morality  and  religion. 

The  work  is  divided  into  three  volumes,  as  the  title  expref- 
fes  ;  and  the  firfl  comprehends  five  book?,  which  treat,  i.  Of 
the  general  Properties  of  Matter.  2.  Of  the  Nature  of  Fire. 
3.  Of  Light  and  Colours.  4.  Of  Ele6trici'-y.  5.  Of  Air. 
Each  of  the  four  laft  books  is  introduced  by  a  (hort  and  enter- 
taining hiftory  of  the  difcoveries  in  the  particular  branch  of 
fcience  of  which  it  treats,  and  this  ferves  at  once  to  open  the 
fubjeft  in  an  agreeable  manner  j  and  to  acquaint  the  reader 
\v4rh  the  outlines  of  the  fcience. 

In  treating  of  elements,  our  author  follows  entirely  the  new 
philofophy,  and  nearly  adopts,  we  obferve,  the  arrangement 
and  even  the  nomenclature  of  the  French  chemills.  On  the 
fubjeft  of  heat  and  fire,  he  is  evidently  the  difciple  of  Dr. 
Black  ;  and  indeed  this  book  will  prefent  more  of  novelty  to 
the  generality  of  readers  than  the  fucceeding  ;  for  though 
Dr.  Black's  le£lures  have  been  frequently  tranfcribed,  we  have 
never  before  feen  in  print  fo  full  a  detail  of  his  doGrines.  As 
a  fpecimen  of  the  manner  In  which  the  hiftorical  part  of  this 
v/ork  is  executed,  we  fhail  extradl  the  iutrodudliory  chapter 
to  this  book — 

'  So  wonderful  is  the  nature,  fo  extenfive  is  the  at^lion,  and  fo 
eminent  is  the  power  of  fire,  that  by  one  of  the  greateft  nations  of 
antiquity  it  was  adored,  as  the  embodied  prefence  of  the  fupreme 
God  :  and  even  in  countries  where  the  adoration  was  lefs  palpable 
and  direft,  fotnethiog  myfierious  was  always  attributed  to  this  fub- 
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tile  and  aftoiiilliing  element  ;  and  the  rites  and  myfieiles  of  fire 
were  celebrated  in  temples  and  in  groves,  from  the  fliores  of  the 
Hellefpont  to  the  banks  of  the  Tiber. 

'  An  opinion  feems  to  have  been  prevalent  among  the  early  phl- 
lofophers  of  Greece,  that  fire  is  the  only  elementary  and  homoge- 
niril  principle  in  nature,  and  that  from  its  different  modincations  all 
this  variety  of  different  bodies  is  produced.  This  idea  is  ridiculed 
by  Lucretius,  who  adopts  the  fyftem  of  Epicurus  :  and  indeed  the 
Epicureans,  as  well  as  the  Peripatetics,  feem  to  have  confidered  fire 
as  a  diflinft  elementary  fubftance,  capable  of  combining  with  the 
other  elements,  but  by  no  means  the  matter  from  which  they  are 
oriainallv  generated. 

'  The  hiflorv  of  error  can  afford  but  little  inflm-flion,  otherwife 
volumes  might  be  filled  with  the  fantaflical  opinions  which  have 
been  from  time  to  time  entertained  concernino;  the  element  of  fire. 
On  the  revival  of  letters  and  philofophy,  our  lUuflrious  Bacon,  in 
a  treatife  exprefsly  written  upon  the  fubjec^,  endeavours  to  prove, 
that  heat  is  no  other  than  an  intefline  motion  or  vibration  in  the 
parts  of  bodies;  and  he  was  followed  by  moft  of  the  philofopher* 
of  this  kingdom  during,  the  laft  century.  The  opinion  of  Bacon 
is  fupported  by  a  variety  of  fafts,  which  are  adduced  by  Mr,  Boyle 
in  a  dlffertation  on  the  mechanical  oricin  of  heat  and  cold :  nor 
dees  the  fyflem  appear  repugnant  to  the  fentiments  of  Newton  j 
though  he  fpeaks  of  it  with  that  diffidence  which  is  always  obferv- 
able  in  his  writinos,  when  treatin'r  of  faffs  not  abfolulelv  demon- 
flrated  by  experiments  of  his  own. 

'  Notwithftanding  the  reputation  of  the  Englifh  philofophy,  this 
theory  waa  received  with  great  reluftance  abroad.  The  celebrated 
Kombergy  Sgravefend,  and  Lemery  the  younger,  aflert,  that  fire  is 
a  diftiniEl  fubftance  or  body,  which  enters  into  combination  with 
all  other  bodies,  pervades  all  bodies,  and  may  be  again  expelled 
from  them  by  violent  motion  or  compreiTion,  though  the  fire  is 
certainly  not  generated  by  fuch  motion. 

'  One  of  thefe  phllofophers  (M.  Lemery)  indeed  carried  his  fyf- 
tern  much  further,  and  made  a  very  near  approach  to  the  received 
doclrines  of  the  prefent  day.  H"e  aflertcd,  that  fire  is  not  only  con- 
tained in  thofe  bodies  which  are  inflammable,  but  even  in  water 
ttfelf.  Ice  he  affirnied  to  be  the  natural  ftate  of  water;  and  he 
added,  that  the  fluidity  of  that  fubftance  is  a  real  fulion,  like  that- 
of  metals  expofed  to  the  fire,  only  differing  as  to  ths  quantity  of 
heat  necefiary  to  preferve  it  in  fufion. 

'  About  the  commencement  of  the  lafl  century  infi ruments  were 
firft  contrived  for  meafuring  the  heat  of  bodies  by  the  degree  of  ex-- 
panfion  ;  and  this  invention  feemed  to  give  fome  colour  to  the  hy- 
pothefis  of  the  German  philolbphers,  fince  it  is  not  very  clear  how 
a  mere  increafe  of  motion  can  increafe  the  extent  of  bodies.  It 
was  long  obferved,  that  all  bodies  are  expanded  by  an  increafe  of 
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heat  J  and  it  was  evident  that  fluid  matters  were  affe6^ed  more  than 
foh'dsV  The  firft  fubftance  therefore  that  was  employed,  was  the 
very  expanfible  and  elaftic  fluid  air  ;  a  quantity  of  this  fluid  was 
inclofed  within  a  fmall  tube,  with  a  fmall  drop  of  oil,  or  fom.e  co- 
loured liquor,  at  the  top,  which  ferved  to  fhew  the  expanfion  which 
the  inclofed  air  ui>derwent  from  the  increafe  of  temperature.  As 
this  thermometer,  however,  was  open  at  the  top,  it  was  alfo  foxmd 
£0  be  affefted  by  the  external  air ;  tubes  hermetically  fealed  were 
therefore  prefently  fubftituted,  and  the  coloured  liquors  themfelves 
were  found  to  be  fufliciently  expanfible  to  m.ark  the  degrees  of 
heat.  Spirit  of  wine  was  employed  by  the  Florentine  academi- 
cians, and  oil  was  afterwards  made  ufe  of  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  ; 
who  conftituted  the  points  at  which  water  freezes,  and  that  at  which 
the  fame  fluid  boils  or  aflumes  the  form  of  vapour,  as  the  extreme 
points  of  his  fcale  of  heat.  Thefe  thermometers  were  however 
fuperfeded,  at  leafi:  iji  England  and  Germany,  by  the  invention  of 
Olaus  Roemer,  afterwards  improved  by  Fahrenheit,  who  fubftituted 
mercury  in  the  place  of  the  other  fluids  which  had  previoufly  been 
employed  in  the  conftruftion  of  thermometers. 

'  The  fagacious  and  learned  Boerhaave,  both  by  his  own  expe- 
riments and  by  his  attention  to  thofe  of  others,  contributed  greatly 
to  the  elucidation  of  the  dodlrine  of  heat  and  fire.  He  was  a  ftre- 
nuous  aiferter  of  the  exiftence  of  fire  as  a  diftincft  elementary  fub- 
ilance.  Expanfion  or  rarefadion  he  confiders  as  the  uniform  fign 
or  criterion  of  its  exiftence  in  other  bodies.  The  production  of 
fire  from  tne  attrition  of  two  hard  bodies,  as  a  flint  and  fteei,  or  two 
pieces  of  hard  wood,  &:c.  he  accounts  for,  by  fuppofing  that  the 
parts  of  thefe  bodies  will  every  moment  be  violently  comprefTed, 
which  will  excite  in  them,  by  their  rer.a6lion,  a  vibratory  motion, 
and  this  will  necefTarily  excite  and  expel  the  fire  v/hich  exifted  la- 
tent in  their  pores  ;  and  as  fire  is  capable  of  being  produced  in  this 
manner  by  the  violent  attrition  or  motion  of  all  bodies,  he  infer-- 
that  it  is  prefent  through  every  part  of  nature  ;  yet,  fince  it  is  ex- 
pelled by  the  attrition  or  vibration  of  the  particles,  he  thinks  it  is 
clear  that  it  does  not  penetrate  the  integrant  or  elementary  particles 
of  bodies,  but  exifts  only  in  their  pores  or  interfi:ices.  As  fire  is 
fuppofed  to  exifti  all  bodies,  he  proves  its  exiftence  in  air  and 
water;  and  agrees  n  opinion  with  the  younger  Lemery,  that  ice  is 
the  natural  ftate  o  water,  and  that  if  is  kept  in  a  fluid  ftate  by  a 
quantity  of  fire  which  it  abforbs. 

'  There  is  a  period  when  the  minds  of  m.en  are  prepared  for  the 
reception,  as  well  as  for  the  profccution,  of  great  dlfcovcries  in 
fcieuce.  The  hints,  for  they  are  little  more,  which  had  been  af- 
forded by  tliefe  philofophers,  appear  to  have  made  liule  in)pref- 
fion  ;  and  the  nature  of  heat,  fire,  and  fluidity,  feems  to  have  beeix 
involved  in  obfcuritv  and  contradidion,  till  the  genius  and  induftrv 
of  Dr.  Black,  of  Edinburgh,  developed  a  fyltemj  which  explains 
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fatisfr.ftorily  a  variety  of  the  moft  curious  and  difficult  phenoinena 
in  n:Ui:rc.     By  a  number  of  nice  obfervations,  he  was  enabred  to 
determine  that  abfolute  heat   or  fire  was  abforbed   by  all   bodies 
whatever,  and  that   it   was  abforbed  in  greater  quantities  by  fluid 
than  by  folid  fubftantes;  heat  therefore  he  confidered  as  the  caufe 
of  fluidity.     Ke  found  further,  that   bodies  in  paffing  from  a  foHd 
to  a  fluid  ll:ate  abforb  a  quantity  of  heat  without  increafing  their 
temperature  or  fenfible  heat,  as   manifefted   by  the  thermometer. 
Thus,  if  vvater  with  a  quantity  of  folid  ice  is  fet  over  the  fire,  the 
temperature  of  the  water  will  not  be  increafed,  but  will  continue 
ai:  the  heat  of  32  degrees,  the  freezing  point,  till  every  particle  of 
the  ice  is  difTolved.     The  reafon  is,  that  fire  being  sbfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  impart  fluidity  to  any  body,  in  proportion  as  the  ice  be- 
comes fluid  the  fuperfluous  fire  is  abforbed.     In  the  fi-me  manner, 
when  the  fluid  is  converted  into  vapour,  a  quantity  of  abfolute  heat 
or  fire  is  abforbed  without  any  increafe  of  temperature  above  the 
boiling  or  vapourific  point.     This  difcovery  Dr.  Black  was  led  to 
by  heating  water  in  a  clofe  furnace  a  confiderable  degree  above  the 
boiling  point ;  when  on  opening  the  veflel  in  which  the  water  was 
c  »nfined,  he  found  that  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  fluid  burft  out  fud- 
denly  in  the  form  of  vapour,  and  the  temperature  both  of  the  va- 
j}0ur  and  of  the  remaining  water  immediately  funk  to  the  boiling- 
point.     It  was  evident  therefore  that  the  fuperfluous  heat  was  ab- 
forbed by  the  vapour,  and  as  the  quantity  of  water  which  was  loft 
by  the  proccfs  was  not  great,  it  followed  that  a  confiderable  quanti- 
ty of  the  matter  of  heat  or  fire  is  necelTary  to  keep  water  in  a  fl:ate 
of  vapour.      When  any  quantity  of  heat  is  expelled  from  a  body, 
3n  fuch  a  manner  as  to  affeft  our  touch,  it  is  termed,  according  to 
Dr.  Black's  theory,  fenfible  heat;  and  when  it  is  abforbed  by  any 
body,  and    exifl:s  in   combination  with  that  body,  either  in  a  fluid 
or  vapourific  flate,  it  is  termed  latent  heat.     It  is  alfo  evident  from 
what  has  been  ftated  that  the  opinion  of  thefe  later  philofophers  is, 
that  heat  or  fire,  v.'hich   has  alfo  been  called  igneous  fluid,  matter 
of  heat,  and  lately  by  the  French  chemiflis  caloric,  is  a  diftinft  fub- 
flance  or  fluid,  which  has  an  attra£lion  for  all  other  fubftances;  that 
it  pervades  moft  bodies;  that  it  is  the  only  permanent  fluid  in  na- 
ture, and  the  caufe  of  fluidity  in  all  other  bodies.     That  not  on'y 
common  fluids,  fuch  as  water,  but  all  elaftic  fluids,  fuch  as  vapour 
and  air,  owe  their  exiftence  in  that  ftate  to  the  prefence  of  heat ; 
and  that  it  is  fubje<5l  to  all  the  laws  of  attraction,  and  is  more  forci- 
bly attracted  by  fome  bodies  than  by  others. 

*  The  fchool  of  Dr.  Black  feems  to  have  confidered  light  and 
heat  as 'eflencially  different;  and  Dr.  Scheele,  a  Su-edifli  philofopher, 
has  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  light  is  formed  by  an  union  of  the 
matter  of  heat  with  phlogifton  or  the  inflammable  principle  :  but 
this  theory  is  now  exploded. 

*  Upon  the  theory  of  Dr.  B'ack,  the  late  ingenious  Dr.  Craw- 
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ford  has  founded  a  very  curious  fyftem  concerning  the  generation  of 
heat  within  animal  bodies,  which  he  confiders  as  derived  from  the 
air  we  breathe.  The  air  being  condenfed  on  the  lungs,  the  heat 
which  it  contained  in  a  latent  ftate  is  abforbed  and  difperfed  over 
the  animal  body. — But  this  is  a  fubjeft  which  properly  belongs  to 
another  part  of  the  work.'     Vol,  i.   p.  62. 

We  Indulge  our  own  partiality  in  tranfcribing  the  follow- 
In;:  Ihort  charadier  of  Dr.  Crawford,  contained  in  a  note  on 
this  chapter — 

'  I  cannot  men':ion  this  truly  amiable  philofopher,  without  a 
Ihort  tribute  to  his  memory,  though  it  has  apparently  little  connec- 
tion with  the  fubjeft.  No  man  was  ever  better  calculated  for  pro^ 
niotino  ufeful  fcience  than  Dr.  Crawford.  In  him  induftrv  and 
perfeverahce  \'>'ere  eftabliflied  habits;  and  candour  and  cautioh 
charafteriftic  difpofitions.  With  all  the  advantages  of  a  liberal 
■education,  he  united  great  natural  fagacity,  acutenefs,  and  ingC*- 
nuity  ;  yet  the  laft  quality  was  tempered  by  a  coolnefs  and  colle£t^ 
ednefs  of  mind ,  which  effectually  j^revented  his  too  haftily  acceding 
to  the  rafli  conclufions  of  plaufible  theory.  With  all  his  excellence 
as  a  fcientific  man,  he  poflefled  the  gentled  of  tempers,  the  moft 
friendly  heart. — From  his  prom.ifed  revifion  of  this  work,  I  hatl 
flattered  mvfelf  with  great  advantages  ;  but  what  are  private  lofTes', 
compared  with  that  of  the  public  !  If,  after  having  ferved  his  coun- 
try in  a  public  capacity,  the  family  of  fuch  a  man  fliould  be  left  in 
indigence,  to  what  a  ftate  is  the.national  fpirit  reduced !'  Vol.  i.?.  63. 

The  third  book,  which  treats  of  light  and  colours,  is  alfo 
introduced  by  a  hiftory  of  difcoveries  ;  and  this  is  followed  by 
a  chapter  which  comprehends  a  general  view  of  the  fubje6t. 
The  remaining  chapters  contain  a  conciie  but  clear  and  fa- 
tisfa£lory  treatife  of  optics,  in  which  the  author  appears  al- 
moil  implicitly  to  have  followed  fir  Ifaac  Newton, — or  rather 
to  have  abridged  his  incomparable  treatife. 

The  book  on  ele£lricity  is  (hort ;  and  the  author  appears  to 
be  an  advocate  for  the  Franklinian  theory,  though  he  very 
candidly  ftates  fome  objeftions  which  have  been  urged  againit 
it. 

In  treating  of  air,  the  dodor  has  followed  the  French  che- 
mifls,  and  the  antiphlogiftic  fe£l.  This  part  of  the  work, 
therefore,  will  prefent  but  little  new  to  thofe  who  are  conver- 
fant  with  the  writings  of  thofe  philofophers.  It  contain?, 
however,  an  excellent  digeft  of  their  difcoveries,  and  an  ap- 
plication of  them  to  natural  phenomena,  which  is  not  elfe- 
where  to  be  found.  The  following  remark,  if  not  new,  is  at 
lead  well  exprefled — 

'  If  the  limits  of  this  work  permitted,  or  if  the  refearches  of 
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philofophers  had  furniflitd  us  with  fufficient  materials,  it  would  be 
a  moft  pleafing  fpeculation  to  trace  the  wHdom  of  Providence  in  t!ie 
very  ample  means  which  he  has  provided  for  fupplying  us  with  this 
■necellary  fluid  [vital  air].  It  is  evident,  that  immenfe  quantities  of  it 
,are,  by  the  various  procefles  of  com.buftion,  deftroyed,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  philofophically,  condeofed,  and  by  its  uqion  with  inflammable 
matter  formed  into  water.     This  water  is  a<-'ain  raifed  into  the  atmo- 
fphere  in  the  form  of  vapour;  it  falls  in  dew  or  rain  upon  the  leaves 
of  plants,  and  there,  by  the  genial  action  of  the  folar  rays,  a  new 
decompofition  again  takes   place,   and  every  branch,  every  leaf, 
fvery  blade  of  grafs,  is  occupied  in  the  beneficial  function  of  again 
impregnating  the  atmofphere  with  this  falutary  fluid.     The  quan- 
tities too,  which  are  abforbed  by  the  calces  of  metals,  muft  be  im- 
meiife;   but  by  the  various  proccfles  for  the  fmelting  and  reduftion 
jOf  thefe  metals,  the  oxygen  is  again  fet  free,  and  a  frefli  fupplv  is 
produced.     Even  the  air,  which  is  injured  by  refpiration,  is  doubt- 
lefs  again,  by  a  variety  of  modes,  the  greater  part  concealed  from 
oyxv  view,  purified,  and  rendered  once  more  fit  for  ufe,  fince  fixed 
air,  in  a  difengaged   ftate,  is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  but  a  rare 
fubftance  in  nature,  and  fince  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  many 
of  the  carbonic  bodies  may  be  recruited  alfo  by  its  decompofition. 
Ignorance  of  nature  is  proverbially  the  fole  fource  of  atheifm  ;  and 
who  can  contemplate  this  aflonifliiag  revolution,  this  circulation  of 
benefits,  and  not  fmile  at  the  extreme  folly  of  the  man,  who  can 
fuppofe  thefe  appointments  eftabliflied  without  intelligence  or  de- 
fign.'     Vol.  i.  p.  383. 

The  following  extra£b  we  infert,  from  its  obvious  utility — ' 

*  The  air  of  the  atmofphere  is  mofl  generally  injured  by  the 
•  -deftrudlion  of  the  pure  part,  and  the  generation  of  carbonic  acid 
gas,  as  in  mofl  of  the  procefTes  of  combuftion,  and  in  that  of  re- 
fpiration. When  it  is  neceffary  to  purify  the  air  from  the  carbonic 
acid,  which  may  be  too  abundant  in  it,  any  contrivance  for  bring- 
ing it  into  contacft  with  lime-water  will  fufticiently  anfwer  this  puf" 
pofe,  A  cloth  dipped  in  that  liquor,  and  fufpended  hear  the  floor, 
will  generally  purify  the  air  of  a  room  from  any  contamination  of 
fixed  air. 

'  Combuftion  or  refpiration  are,  however,  not  the  only  means 
by  which  atmofpheric  air  is  injured.  Phcfphorus  of  evtry  kind, 
liver  of  fulphur,  oil  of  turpentine,  cements  of  wax,  oils  of  mints, 
cinnamon,  &c.  nitrous  acid,  and  even  nitrous  lether,  at  once  di- 
minifti  and  deprave  it. 

'  The  air  is  alfo  rendered  unwholefome  by  the  abforption  of  pu- 
trid or  inflammable  vapours,  the  explofion  of  gunpowder,  by  oil 
paints,  by  the  volatile  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  by  fpirits  of  wine, 
by  every  kind  of  perfumery  or  artificiaf  fcent^,  by  the  vapour  of 
new  plaiftered  walls,  by  all  putrid  fubftance&j  and  efpecially  by 
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ftagnate  water  ;  thefe  fubftances  all  diffufe  a  quantity  of  inflamma-. 
ble  air  or  vapoxir  through  the  furrounding  atmofphere,  and  feme  of 
them  confume  the  pure  or  vital  part.  Even  the  vapour  of  pure 
water  in  confiderable  quantities  is  pernicious  to  animil  life;  Muf- 
chenbroek.  obferved,  that  it  threw  a  bird  into  great  anxiety ;  that 
the  vapour  of  vinegar  had  a  fimilar  effect ;  that  the  vapour  of  fpiric 
of  wine  killed  a  bird  ,  and  that  feveral  others  were  fatal  to  life. 

'  From  thefe  fafts  it  is  manifeft  that  the  burying  of  the  dead  in 
populous  towns  is  a  wretched  and  dangerous  mockery  of  police. 
I  know  a  certain  great  town  where,  in  burial  places  in  the  very  mid- 
die  of  the  town,  the  dead  are  buried  not  iix  inches  below  the  fur- 
face  ;  and  in  London,  notwithftanding  the  aft  of  parliament,  what 
■with  the  prefent  evafion  of  that  aft,  the  depofiting  in  vaults,  and 
the  frequent  breaking  up  of  the  ground,  and  removing  putrid  bo- 
idies,  the  cafe  is  not  much  better ;  and  indeed  much  might  yet  be 
done  to  render  the  air  of  London  more  falubrious  than  it  is.'  Vol.  i. 
p.  414. 

With  thefe  fpeclrnens  we,  for  the  prefent,  take  leave  of  this 
ufeful  and  entertaining  work,  which  we  cannot  in  juftice  but 
recommend  as  an  excellent  compendium  of  modern  philofo- 
phy.  From  the  extrafts,  our  readers  will  perceive  that  the 
language  is  fimple  and  perfpicuous ;  we  have  to  add,  that  it 
appears  in  general  corred,  and  in  fome  parts  is  animated,  and 
even  brilliant,  as  far  as  the  fubjedt  would  admit. 

(To  be  contlnueii.) 


Letters  on  a  Tour  through  various  Parts  of  Scotlandj  in  the 
Tear  1 792.  By  L  Lettice,  B.  D.  %VQ.  6s.  6s.  Boards. 
Cadell  and  Davies. 

TT  is  not  a  century  fince  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  part 
-"-  of  this  ifland  knew  little  elfe  of  their  northern  neighbours, 
;han  that  they  were  very  poor  and  very  dirty  ;  and  if  a  fcat- 
tered  traveller  now  and  then  made  his  way  amongft  the  rocks 
and  torrents  of  fo  wild  a  country,  his  complaints  of  the  mi- 
ferable  accommodations  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to,  and  the 
little  civilifation  of  the  country,  reprefled  all  deiire  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  a  people,  whole  habits  and  manner  of  living 
the  pampered  Engliihman,  baflcing  on  the  funny  fide  of  tlie 
hedge,  confidered  as  equally  remote  from  hU  own,  with  thofe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Kamfchatka  or  Caliraria. 

Circumftances  are  now  altered ;  the  tourill  and  the  tourifl- 
reader  have  long  been  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  romantic 
fcenery  and  pi£tuiefque  beauties  of  the  fdler  country  ;  the 
lakes  of  Scotland  have  been  as  much  celebrated  as  the  banks 
pf  the  Thames  j  opulence  and  hihion  not  only  refide  in  the 
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town5,  but  fpread  their  influence  into  the  remoteft  parts  of 
the  vild  fliglilands;  neat  and  comfortable  inns  accommodate 
the  traveller  ;  the  fpungy  turf  gives  way  to  the  green  fod  ;  the 
barenefs  of  the  hills  is  corre6led  by  innumerable  plantations  ; 
and  fuch  is  the  rifing  fpirit  of  improvement,  that  though  much 
has  been  written  and  much  obferved,  an  intelligent  traveller 
alvv^ys  finds  new  matter  for  obfervation,  and  new  eftabJifh- 
ments  for  notice  and  defcription. 

Mr.  Lettice  fets  out  from  Carlifle,  and  enters  Scotland  at 
Gre.tna-Grccn  ;  from  thence  he  purfues  his  route  through 
Annandale,  Glafgow,  Greenock,  the  lile  of  Bute,  Dunbar- 
ton,  Inverary,  Gienorchy,  Glenco,  and  the  chain  of  forts,  to 
Invernefs;  thence  along  the  ccalt  to  Elgin  and  Caftle  Gor- 
don ;  by  Huntley  to  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  Perth,  Stirling,— to 
Kinnaird  to  vifit  the  Abyffinian  traveller  ;  and,  laftly,  to  Lin- 
lithgow and  Edinburgh,  v/here  he  takes  leave  of  his  readers. 

Mr.  Lettice,  in  his  Preface,  makes  us  underftand  that  he 
lays  claim  to  a  great  deal  of  life  and  colouring  in  his  deicrip- 
tions:  for  he  tells  us  that  '  it  has  been  particularly  hits  defire 
to  carry  his  reader  with  him  into  every  fcene  he  defcribes,  and 
to  make  the  v/hole  face  of  the  country,  as  it  were,  vifible  to 
his  imagination — that  fo  he  may  be  almofk  perfuaded  that  he 
cxifls  and  moves  in  each  real  and  local  circumftance,  in  which 
the  tourlft  moves.'  This  is  a  laudable  defign  •,  and  the  author 
has  a  lively  ard  pleafant  manner  of  writing,  not  ill  calculated 
for  the  execution  of  ic ;  we  -will  onlv  hint,  for  the  benefit  of 
all  toarifts,  that-nothing  has  more  a  tendency  to  give  this  air 
of  truth,  than  perfect  fimplicity  of  narrative,  without  any 
heightening  of  incident  or  after  touches  cf  colouring. 

The  reader's  attention  is  not  detained  long  together  till 
the  author  arrives  at  Glafgow.  The  mode  of  living  of  this 
great  commercial  town,  and  their  little  propenfity  to  amufe- 
rnent,  is  noticed  in  the  following  terms — 

*  Thefe  walks  (the  Gallow-gate  Greens),  I  learnt,  are  at  no 
time  much  frequented  ;  although  little  feems  wanting  but  company, 
and  the  removal  of  linen,  expofed  to  dry,  which  conceals  the  ver- 
dure, to  make  them  very  pleafant.  Wild  fcenes  of  wood,  remote 
from  human  abodes,  afreA  the  imagination  mofl  agreeably  frorn 
their  natural  (rate  of  undifturbed  folitude  :  but  to  fee  public  ave- 
nues, long,  fpacious,  and  handfomely  planted,  like  thefe,  in  the 
vicinage  of  a  fine  town,  meant  purpofely  to  aflemble  the  rich,  the 
young  and  gay,  thus  negledted  and  forlorn,  excited  a  fenfdtion  of 
difappointment,  to  which  a  ftranger  does  net  immediately  reconcile 
himfelf.  But  the  citizens  of  Glafgow,  as  I  was  going  to  tell  you, 
fliew  little  difpofition,  at  prefent,  to  many  of  thofe  fecial  indul- 
gencies,  to  which  mofl  populous  towns,  whether  rich  or  poor,  are 

generally 
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generally  but  too  much  inclined.  They  can  fcarcely  keep  open 
their  play-houfe  during  the  courfe  of  one  uionth  in  a  year;  and 
their  dancing  affcmblies  are  oM  foot  only  in  the  winter  feafon. 

'  The  better  ranks  of  women  appear  little  in  the  ftreets ;  indeed 
fcarcely  any  where  leis,  being  laudably  engaged  at  home  in  the 
(Education  of  their  children  and  the  economy  of  their  families  ; 
Hvhilfl:  their  hufbancis  are  emi)loved  in  their  fabrics  and  countina- 
houfes  on  the  means  of  eftablifliing  the  next  generation  folidly,  or 
-ateafe  in  the  world.  They,  whofe  greater  affluence  enables  them 
to  fubftitute  deputies  in  the  more  laborious  provinces  of  their  vc^aj 
tion,  are  properly  occupied  in  the  higher  offices  of  the  magiftracy, 
the  police  of  the  town,  or  the  chaiubers  of  commerce  and  manu- 
faftures.  One  would  almoft  conceive  Glafgow  to  be  unacquainted 
even  with  the  name  of  idlenefs.  The  dreaming  ofcitancy  af,  a  fijt 
of  beings,  continually  in  qnefl  of  fomething  to  do,  becaufe,th«y 
can  never  refolve  to  be  aftually  doing,  fo  common  in  moft  towns 
among  thofe  at  their  eafe,  is  unknown  here.  Every  man,  and 
every  woman  have  each  their  objefts  of  purfuit ;  and  they  muft,  at 
leafl,  be  negatively  happy,  who  have  not  leilure  to  b^  miferable. 
A  difh  of  tea  ;  a  party  of  converfation ;  a  quiet  game  at  cards, 
without  the  poignancy  of  high  plr.y, 'are  the  ordinary  amufements 
of  an  afternoon's  vifit  at  Glafa;ow.  The  men  are  not  averfe  to 
prolonging  converfation  after  dinner  over  a  bowl  of  fm,ali  punch; 
the  favourite  beverage  of  their  more  focial  hours.  But  the  plea- 
fure,  mofl  regularly  indulged,  is  their  daily  call  at  the  tontine  cof- 
fee-room. Here  every  man  meets  his  friends,  or  his  acquaintance; 
here  he  learns  whatever  is  new  or  interefting  at  home  or  abroad,  in 
politics,  commerce  ;  and  often  in  literature.  His  mind  recovers, 
or  acquires  here  tone  and  elafticity  ;  and  each  returns  to  his  family 
or  his  bulinefs  with  new  ideas  to  apply,  to  exercife,  or  conlem* 
plate,  according  to  his  purfuits,  or  his  humour.  Here  then  is  cen- 
tered the  principal  amufement  of  the  place,  whillf  the  only  luxury 
indulged  at  Glafgow,  is  the  pallion  for  elegant  building.'     p.  85. 

To  prove  that  all  our  northern  neighbours  are  not  fo  grave, 
the  next  paflage  we  fiiall  give  our  readers  is  the  lively  account 
of  a  Scottilh  reel — 

'  Night  was  now  coming  on,  and  we  retired  to  our  inn,  which 
we  had  left,  two  hours  before,  in  perfect  order,  and  tranquillity. 
.But  we  had  fcarcely  re-entered,  and  fat  down  to  an  early  fupper, 
meaning  to  retire  foon  to  bed  ;  when  we  luddeniy  heard  a  great 
deal  of  running  up  and  down  ;  the  voices  of  men  and  women,  in 
all  the  adjoining  rooms ;  fome  talking,  others  finging,  and  whift:- 
Hng.  Prefently,  ftruck  up  a  merry  flrain  of  mufic,  in  a  room  di- 
rectly beneath  us  :  dancing  fucceeded  :  the  whole  houfe  fliook  : 
our  table,  our  feats,  our  very  plates  and  fpoons,  refponfively  par- 
took the  general  movement ;  as  we  ourfelves  did,  a  few  minutes 

after- 
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afterwards.  For,  as  foon  as  we  found,  that  all  thoughts  of  fleep 
tnuft  be  deferred,  for  a  fcafon,  we  dcfcended,  in  hafte.  in  order  to 
fee  the  compnr*y,  and  the  bail.  Having  fqueczed,  with  ibme  ef- 
fort, throii(;h  the  crowd  of  the  parage,  and  door-way,  many  a 
bonny  lad  and  laffie,  did  we^fee ;  who,  having  finiflied  their  day 
at  the  cotton-works,  were,  very  nimbly,  and  not  ungracefully, 
performing  the  lively  evolutions  of  the  Scottifli  reel.  The  dance, 
nnd  the  mufic,  were  national,  and  merited  the  attention  of  ftran- 
gers.  To  give  you,  however,  -any  precife  ideas  of  the  nature  of 
the  fteps,  with  all  the  croffing,  flniflfling,  fpringing,  and  frifking  of 
Che  daacers  ;  or  to  defcribe  their  fetting-to,  their  figuring  in  andi 
out,  and  turning  about  ;  their  clapping  of  hapds,  and  fnapping  of 
fintrers,  would  be  impoffible.  There  was  fomething  of  all  this, 
and  more  in  the  dance :  every  man  had  his  {partner,  and  the  num- 
ber of  couples,  in  each  reel,  feenied  indefinite.  The  mufic,  and 
the  dance,  began  very  temperately,  in  a  kind  of  adagio  movement. 
Each  couple  glided  gently  along,  for  two,  or  three  rounds  ;  the 
motion  iacreafed  by  degrees,  till  it  became  brifker  and  more  lively  ; 
at  length  wonderfally  rapid  ;  and  concluded  like  the  German  valt, 
by  each  pair  joining  hands,  and  wliiifuig  round  with  a  velocity 
continually  accelerated. 

Quo  non  aiiud  velocius  ullum, 


Mobilitate  viget,  virefque  acquirit  eurido  j 

till  the  parties,  growing  giddy,  began  to  reel  and  ended  the  dance, 
but  when  unable  either  to  move,  or  even  to  rtand  any  longer.  I 
Ihould  not  have  omitted  to  mention,  that  a  certain  rapturous  yelp, 
which  every  now  and  thenefcapes  the  male  dancers  in  the  height  of 
their  dee,  feerns  to  give  new  fpirit  to  their  movements.  Confider- 
able  credit  was  due  to  that  addrefs  and  circumfpedlion  of  the  fwains, 
by  which  they  avoided  trampling  upon  the  naked  feet  of  the 
jaymphs,  whilft  moft  vigoroufly  footing  it  very  near  them  in  flioes 
of  a  very  maffive  fole.  After  a  fliort  paufe  the  dance  was  renew- 
ed, and  an  agreeable  young  woman  invited  us  to  partake  in  it.  As 
it  was  impoliible  not  to  have  fyinpathized  in  the  animation  of  the 
fcene,  I  know  not,  that  any  thing  but  our  ignorance  of  the  fleps 
and  the  fio-ure,  prevented  our  accepting  the  challenge.  Our  exr 
cufe  allowed  us,  however,  to  remain  fpeclators,  which  vve  did  till 
the  afiembly  broke  up,  and  departed,  according  to  their  cuflom, 
about  eleven  o'clock.  Such  is  the  manner,  in  which  the  cotton 
workers,  and  young  tars,  returned  from  their  fea-faring  expeditions, 
amufe  themfelves  on  Saturday  evenings,  and  particular  hoHdays.' 
V.  139. 

The  following  defcrlption  of"   a  Highland  cottage,  taken 
from  a  village  near  Tyudrum,  is  perfectly  exaCt — 

*  UiOn  flones  and  pebbles  mingled  together,  and  .reared,  out^ 

v/aidly, 
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wardly,  without  cement  or  plaifter,  into  four  rough  walls,  about 
five  feet  and  a  half  high,  feme  rude  unhewn  poles,  often  about  the 
fame  height,  are  placed  parallel  to  each  other,  and  reach,  angular- 
ly, one  tranfverfe  beaan,  or  rafter,  at  the  ridge.  A  few  light  pieces, 
upright,  or  horizontal,  are  nailed  at  the  fides.     A  quantity  of  oat 
ftraw,  not  very  artificially  laid  upon  fplit  flicks,  nailed  over  thefe 
poles,  conflitutes  the  roof.  This  thatch  is  fecured  againfl  the  wind, 
by  heath  or  hay  bands  ftaked  upon  it,  and  running  all  over  it  in 
fmall  fquares.     A  couple  of  holes,  about  a  foot  fquare,  are  left  in 
the  walls  for  windows,  and  another  for  the  door-way  ;  the  former, 
near  Tyndium,  commonly  occupied  by  a  glazed  cafement,  of  four 
panes,  or  a  large  one  fingle,  and   oftenei',  elfewhere,  by  nothing 
but  a  wooden  fn utter,  kept  open  in  the  day,  and  clofed  at  night. 
The  door,  feldom  above  five  feet  high,  is  generally  here  of  board  ; 
but  I  have   often  fcen   a  kind  of  willow,  or  ofier-hurdle,  pretty 
clofely  wattled,  ferve  for  the  fame  purpofe.     When  the  fmoke  is 
allowed   any   other  ifTue  than  at  the  door,  or  windows,  four  flout 
(ticks  fet  upright,  and  fquare,  with  a  few   others,  running  tranf- 
verfly,  to  frame   them,  the  whole  bound  round  with  heath-bands, 
and  plaiftered  with   mortar  on  the  infide,  form  the  chimney.     But 
as  thefe  chimneys  are  feldom  fo  conflrucled  as  to  exclude  the  rain, 
a  ferious  inconvenience  in  a   wet  climate,  thefe  apertures,  in  the 
roof,  are  often  difpenfed  with,  to  avoid  it.     The  floor  is  the  bare 
earth,  fometimes  made  even,  and   tolerably   fmooth,   but  oftener 
left  rough.     Where  the  infide  of  the  walls  are  not  plaiftered  with 
mortar,  the  peat,  or  turf,  is  fo  piled  up  round  the  room,  in  dou- 
ble, triple,  and  quadruple  rows,  as  to  ferve,  till  its  confumption,  as 
fewel,  reaches  the  wall,  for  the  wainfcot  of  the  houfe,     A  fecond 
flory  is  fcarcely  every  thought  of,  in  thefe  cottages  :  they  are  gene- 
rally divided  into  two  fmall  rooms  on  each  fide  of  the  door.     Al- 
though the  cottages,  in  the  fouth-wefl  part  of  the  Highlands,  have 
commonly  a  thatch  of  oat   ftraw,  and,  in  fummer,  a  fiourifliing 
«rop  of  oats,  they  are  more  northwardly  covered,  on  the  roof,  with 
fods  of  earth  laid,  partly  one  over  the  other,  in  the  manner  ef  tiles, 
Thefe,  indeed,  frequently  cover  the  cottage   from  the  top  to  the 
bottom,  and  when  this  covering  is  entirely  green  with  grafs,  an  af- 
femblage  of  thefe  huts,  forming  a  village  or  hamlet,  have,  to  the 
eye  of  a  ftranger,  a  iingular,  but  not  a  difagreeable  effect.     But  I 
am  forry  to  fay,  there  is  nothing 'within  to  compenfate  for  this  piti- 
ful exterior  ;  and  that  nothing  can  be  more  fcanty,  mean  and  fqua- 
Ud,  than   their  furniture  and  houfe-hold   utenfils.     Two  or  three 
boards,  as  often  unfliaven,  as  otherwife,  flightly  tacked  together, 
are  a  table.      If  we  find  three  or  four  wooden  ftools,  and  a  crazy 
old  chair,  for  the  elder  part  of  the  family,  the  reft  are  glad  to  feat 
themfelves  upon  a  heap  of  turf,  if  not  upon  the  floor.     A  fingle 
kettle,  and,  perhaps,  a   faucepan,   a  few  courfe  platters,  wooden 
difhes  and  fpoons,   a  bcdftead,  or  two,  with  wretched  flock,  or 

ItrkW 
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ftraw  rnattrafTes,  and  a  ^e\v  coarfe  rugs  to  cover  them,  make  up 
the  remainder  of  the  inventory.  J  have  not  been  defcribing  Tome 
one  fingle  cottage,  to  which  the  mifery  or  defi)air  of  its  inhabitant 
might  have  led  me,  through  commiferation  on  his  behalf :  this  is 
a  piiflure  of  all,  within  and  without,  which  my  mortified  curiofity 
induced  me  to  examine;  and,  more  particularly  on  the  route  from 
Tyndrum  to  Invernefs,  comprehending  nearly  120  miles.  From 
the  exterior,  however,  which  I  faw  of  many  hundred  cottages, 
bearing  the  grcateft  relemblance  to  thofe,  which  I  entered,  as  well 
as  from  the  refult  of  enquiry,  I  cannot  help  concluding,  that,  ex- 
cept the  houfes  of  the  nobility,  thofe  of  the  gentry,  clergy,  fheep- 
farmers,  and  Inn-keepers,  fcattered  here  and  there,  I  have  defcrib- 
ed  nineteen  out  of  twenty,  not  of  all  the  pig-fties,  but  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  peafantry  in  the  northern  Highlands.'     p.  280. 

Proceeding  farther  northward  beyond  fort  Auguftus,  we 
meet  with  a  fox-hunter  very  little  akin  to  the  fame  fpecies  of 
beings  in  England — - 

'  As  we  were  afcending  the  hills  we  overtook  a  flout,'  honefl 
looking  Highlander,  of  whom   we  enquired  our  way;   for  we  faw 
at  fome  little   diftance  a  feparation  of  roads,  and  the  military  one 
had  already  diverged  n.uch  from  the  ftrait  line.     Finding  this  man 
good-humoured  and  communicative,  I  entered  into   converfation 
with  him.     Though  he  was  on  foot,  his  aftivity  enabled  him,  in  a 
fkipping  kind  of  walk,  to  keep  pac^  with  my  horfe  for  nearly  an 
hour.     He  acquainted  me,  that  his  vocation  was  fox-hunting  ;  and 
he  exprefled  himfelf  properly  in  faying  fo.     His  profefled  bufinefs, 
for  feveral  years,  had  been  the  purfuit  and  deflruclion  of  the  foxes, 
which  frequent  this  country,  and  make   great  depredations  among 
the  fheep.     In  thefe  excurfions  he  is  armed  with  a  gun,  has  always 
one  attendant  to  wait  his  orders,  and  is  followed  by  dogs  of  differ- 
ent   fpecies,    grey-hounds,    fpaniels,    terriers,  &c.     This    fuite   is 
maintained  for  his  ufe  at  the  expence  of  the  county ;  on  whofeac-* 
count  others  are  employed  in  the  fame  way.      Five  (hillings  is  paid 
for  every  fox  taken.     Martens,  mountain-cat?,  and  eagles  are  ca- 
fually,  objects  of  his  purfuit.     The  fkins  of  the  firft  of  thefe  ani-' 
mals  are  the  fole  reward  of  his  exertions  and  fuccefs  with  refpeft  to 
them.      What  compenfation  is  made  for  mountain-cats,  and  eagles, 
I  did  not  underftand.     The  latter  are  very  hoftile  to  the  younglings 
of  the  flock,  and  much  vigilance,  and  fometimes  danger,  mufl  be- 
fubmitted   to,  in  order  to  defrroy  them.     A  method  commonly 
praftifed  is,  to  lay  a  dead  horfe  near  the  crags  in  which  they  build  j 
for  the  lituation  of  their  aeries  is  foon  difcovered  by  thofe  concerned"  j 
to  obferve   their  flight,  or  liften  to  their  fcreams.     The  hunters 
watch  with  their  guns  under  the  covert  of  trees  or  rocks  ;  and  whea 
the  family  ?re  fettled  on  the  carcafe  devouring  their  repaft,  difchargev 
their  pieces  at  the  fame  inftaiit-.     But  as  the  vigilance  and  quicfc^ 
^  lightednefif 
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iightednefs  of  thefe  birds,  oblige  their  purfuers  to  take  their  ftand 
at  a  confiderable  diftance,  the  beft  marklmen  olten  niifs  their  aim. 
Sometimes  thefe  huntfrnen  afcend  to  the  pinnacle  of  the  crag,  fix 
ropes  about  them,  and  then  ktting  themfelves  down  into  the  nefl, 
take  the  young  eaglets.  But  thefe  adventures  are  attended  with  too 
much  peril,  to  be  very  frequent.  In  conveying  the  idea  of  a  fa- 
mily at  their  meal,  my  expreffion  was,  according  to  the  mountain- 
eers account,  literally  proper  ;  for  if  a  party  of  three  or  four  eagles 
are  fecn  fvvpoping  down  on  the  fame  prey,  they  are  always  fuppofed 
an  old  pair  and  their  young  ones,  before  the  latter  are  arrived  at 
that  ftate  of  maturity,  at  which  they  are  always  driven  from  their 
native  crags,  to  eftabliQi  themfelves  on  fome  rock  or  precipice  at  a 
confiderable  diilance ;.  as  more  than  one  pair  of  full  grown  eagles 
rarely  attempt  a  fettlement  in  the  neighbourhood  of  each  other; 
and  the  attempt  is  never  made  without  a  fierce  attack  upon  the  in- 
vaders from  the  ancient  occupants  of  the  domain.'      p.  34^. 


"  In  our  intervals  of  leifure,"  continued  he,  with  fomething  of 

archnefs  in  his  look,  which  I  did  not  underftand,  "  we  fox-hunters, 

Ibmetimes,  run  greater  rilks  than  in  climbing  rocks  for  eaglets ;  and 

that  is  when  we  Ikip  from  crag  to  crag,  and  one  fummit  of  rock  to 

another,  to  chace  the  red-deer  on  the  mountains.     But  profit  brings 

pleafure :  this  is  the  game  we  like  beft,  and  happy  he  who  gets  it. 

When  an  adventure  of  this  fort  has  anfwered   to  me,  I  Hip  my 

booty  into  fome  pit  till  night,  then  returning  fling  it  on  my  fliould- 

ers,  and  hie  home  with  it  to  my  cottage  ;  where  my  family,  and  a 

friend  or  two  in  the  fecrel,  make  merry  over  it  for  days  together  ; 

we  fait  up  the  hams  for  our  Chriflmas  cheer,  and  a  dainty  difh  they 

make   us."     He  defcribed   too,  with   great  glee,  the  excurfions, 

which  he  makes  every  year,  in  the  month  of  Augufl:,  with  fnoot- 

ing  parties  of  gentlemen,   who  come  from    the  Lowlands,    and, 

fometimes,  from  England,  in   quell  of  groufe  and  other  mountain 

game,  "  a  fort  of  diverfion,"  he  obferved,  with  a  figh,  "  which 

was  likely,  too  foon,  to  be  at  an  end,  as  the  birds  were  grown  verr 

fcarce,  fiuce  the  poor  cottagers'  farms  had  been  turned  into  ftieep- 

walks,  and  fliepherds  had   burnt  up  the  heath,  which  ferved  for 

cover  to  the  game,"     p.  350. 

Our  author  was  now  arrived  at  the  fall  of  Fyres,  which  is 
<Jefcribed  in  a  very  pifturefque  manner.  The  dangerous  leaps 
he  was  obliged  to  take  to  fee  it  in  all  its  beauty,  may  ferve  to 

\  confole  the  reader,  who  is  obliged  to  be  content  with  the  de- 
fcription  by  his  fire-fide.     The  mufeum  of  Mr.    Bruce,  at 

I  Kinnaird,  confifting  of  many  thoufand  articles,  gave  the  tra* 
veller  an  entertainment  of  a  different  kind ;  but  we  mull  not 
farther  extend  our  quotations.  Enough  has  been  given,  to 
jtiftify  our  recommendation  of  Mr.  Lettice's  tour,  as  alTord- 
ing  both  entertainment  aiKi  information.  The  flyle  and  man- 
ner 
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iicr  are  eafy  and  pleafant :  and  thoiigh  the  account  of  what  the 
author  has  a£lually  {qcw^  is  occafionally  mixed  with  digrefTiort 
and  anecdote  not  effential,  it  is  a  liberty  always  taken  by  tra- 
vellers, efpecially  when  they  throw  their  memorandums  into 
the  form  of  letters  ;  and  as  it  contributes  to  the  variety  of  the 
work,  it  probably  adds  to  the  plcafiire  of  tlie  readerl  Mr. 
Lettice  has  fome  thoughts  of  publidiing  a  biography  of  Scotch 
literati,  which  he  had  at  firll  intended  to  have  inferted  in  this 
work,  but  fjudicioufly  we  think)  altered  his  purpofe. 


ji  Commentary  on  the  Revelation  of  St.  "John.  By  Bryce 
Johnjion^  D.  D.  Mhnjler  of  the  Go/pel  at  Holyivood.  2 
f^ols.     8vo.     105.  Boar  as,     Cadell  ^wd^Davies. 

"r>  R.  Johnfton  having  obferved,  that  *  this  prophecy  bears 
"^  the  flrongefl;  internal  evidence,  that  no  fubfequent  pro- 
phecy fhould  be  neceflary  to  unfold  its  meaning,  but  that  it 
Ihould  be  difcovered  by  the  riglit  ufe  of  ordinary  means,  (fee 
chap.  xxii.  lO.)  and  alfo  that  in  chap.  i.  3.  all  men  are  called 
upon,  by  a  regard  for  their  own  happinefs,  to  read,  hear, 
ftudy,  and  obey  the  words  of  it ;' — after  fearching  through 
every  writer  on  the  Revelation,  that  came  to  his  knowledge, 
but  not  finding  one  who  had  explained  the  book  upon  fixed 
and  efiablifhed  principles,  or  unfolded  its  true  and  conne£ted 
meaning, — fet  himfelf  to  examine  the  prophetic  fcriptures  of 
'  the  Old  Teflament,  whether  there  were  any  peculiar  idiom, 
any  charafterillic  features,  in  which  they  all  agree.  More 
fuccefsful  now  than  before,  he  found  all  tlie  prophecies  to  be 
marked  with  two  appropriate  criteria  : — the  firil,  that  they 
were  all  written  in  fymbolical  language  ;  and  the  fecond,  that 
all  of  them,  of  any  length,  were  intcrfperfed  with  explanatory 
parts  in  alphabetical  language-  Thefe  keys,  it  is  obferved, 
are  always,  in  this  book,  introduced  by  an  angel,  or  an  ex- 
prefliori  directing  the  reader's  attention ;  fuch  as,  '  here  is 
wlfdom,'  Rev.  xiii.  18. — xvii.  9.  Symbolical  language  is  again 
difcriminated  by  two  chara£l:ers,  an  hieroglyphic  and  a  fym- 
bol ;  the  former  being  a  complete  figure  raade  up  of  the  aflem- 
blage  of  two  or  more  parts  into  one  pidure,  as  in  chapter  I. 
from  the  middle  of  verfe  12,  to  the  end  of  verfe  I6  : — the 
latter,  a  fingle  detached  member,  fuch  as  a  candleflick,  a 
ftar,  a  two-edged  fword.  Hence  the  doctor  infers,  that  the 
meaning  of  fymbols  is  more  fixed  and  uniform  than  alphabe- 
tical charailers ;  the  one  being  arbitrary,  changeable,  and 
local ;  the  other  natural,  permanent,  and  univerfal. 

On  thefe  grounds.  Dr.  Johnfton,  in  his  Commentary,  ex- 
plains the  meaning  of  every  hieroglyphic,  or  fymbol,  the  firft 
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time  it  occurred ;  and  whenever  it  appears  again,  ufes  it 
in  the  fame  fenfe ;  which  fen fe,  it  is  further  remarked,  was, 
that  it  bore  in  the  prophecies  of  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezeiciel, 
Daniel,  Hofea,  Paul  and  Peter. 

The  book  is  next  conildered  under  the  two  general  divifions 
marked  by  Chrift  hinafelf,  chapter  i.  19, — the  things  which 
are,  and  the  things  which  fhall  be^ — and  the  grand  exhibition 
of  them  is  reprefented  as  made  to  John  within  the  fpace  of 
one  Lord's  day,  (chap,  i,  9,  lo,  11)  in  fourteen  diftinct  vi- 
fions,  according  to  the  following  order — 

*  Vifion  firfl,  narrated  in  chap.  iv.  v.  vi.  which  contains  the 
general  introduction  to  the  prophecies  of  this  book,  the  opening  e>f 
the  feaied  book  in  general,  and  tlie  opening  of  the  fix  feals  in  par- 
ticular. 

'  Vifion  fecond,  narrated  in  chap.  vii.  which  contains  the  fealir.g 
of  the  fervants  of  God. 

'  Vifion  third,  narrated  in  chap.  viii.  and  ix.  which  contains  the 
founding  of  the  fix  trumpets. 

'  Viiion  fourth,  narrated  in  chap.  x.  which  contains  the  little 
opened  book,  and  the  general  introduflion  to  the  prophecies,  which 
refpeft  the  hiftory  of  the  world  and  of  the  church,  from  the  year 
of  Chrift  756  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

'  Vifion  fifrh,  narrated  in  chap.  xi.  which  contains  the  two 
witnefles  prophefying  in  fackcloth. 

*  Vifion  fixth,  narrated  in  chap,  xii*  which  contains  the  woman 
in  the  wildernefs,  and  the  red  dragon. 

'  Vifion  feventh,  narrated  in  chap.  xiii.  which  contains  the  bea/l 
with  feven  heads  and  ten  horns,  with  crowns  upon  his  horns,  and 
the  name  of  blafphemy  upon  his  heads. 

*  Vifion  eighth,  narrated  in  chap.  xiv.  which  contains  the  lamb 
ftanding  upon  Mount  Zion,  and  the  introdutSion  to  the  fall  of 
Babylon. 

'  Vifion  ninth,  narrated  in  chap.  xv.  and  xvi.  which  contains 
the  feven  vials  and  feven  laft  plagues. 

*  Vifion  tenth,  narrated  in  chap.  xvii.  which  contains  the  wo- 
Tnan  fitting  upon  the  fcarlet-coloured  bealh 

'  Vifion  eleventh,  narrated  in  chap,  xviii.  which  contains  the 
fall  of  Babylon. 

*  Vifion  twelfth,  narratedin  chap.  xix.  which  contains  the  mar- 
riage of  the  lamb. 

*  Vifion  thirteenth,  narrated  in  chap.  xx.  which  contains  the 
reign  of  Chrift:  for  a  thoufand  years  on  earth. 

'  And  vifion  forteenth,  narrated  in  chap.  xxi.  and  xxii.  which 
contains  the  nev/  Jerufalem.'     Vol.  i.  p.  ix. 

As  many  of  thefe  prophecies  have  been  already  fulfilled, 
Crit.  Rev,  Vol.  XVIII.  Oa.  lyc^b,  L  hiltory 
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hiflory  is  appealed  to  for  their  import ;  and  the  fubjoined  chro- 
nological notes  are  applied  to  the  whole. — 

<  All  thefe  vifions  are  marked,  and  their  import  explained  in  the 
commentary.     A  great  part  of  this  book  contains  propiiecies  which 
have  been  fulfilled  before  the  prefent  time.     The  true  meaning  of 
thefe  may  therefore  be  learned  more  minuttly  from  the  aftual  events 
as  they  are  recorded   in  hiliory.     The  vifron  of  rhe  fix  feals  pre-r 
diilied  events  which  have  fince  i.dlually  happened,  from  the  days  c£ 
the  apoftle  John  to  the  year  of  Chrift  325 ;  and  the  feventh  feal 
opens  up  the  fucceeding  period.     The  vilion  of  the  fix  trumpets 
predidled  events  which  have   taken  place  from  the  year  of  Chrift 
325  to  the  year  1090 ;  and   the  feventh  trumpet  opens  up  the  fol- 
lowing period.     In  point   of  time,  chapters  i.    iv.  v.  x.  and  xv. 
which  are  introducHiory,  comprehend  general   periods  of  time^  as 
extenfive  as  the  particular  chapters  do  to  which  they  are  introduc- 
tory.    Chapters   ii.  and  iii.  are  hiftorical  of  the  adlual  ftate  of  the 
feven  Chriliian  churches  then  in  Afia,  about  the   year  of  Chrift 
95.   Chapters   vi.  viii.  and  ix.  predicfed  events,  the  lad  of  which 
took  place  beforethe  year  of  Chrift   rioo.     Chapter  vii.  preditfls 
events  which  run  from  the  year  of  Chrift  325  to  the  year  2000. 
Chapter  xi.  the  two  witnefles  prophefying  in  fackcloth  ;  chap.  xii. 
the  '.voman  in  the  wildernefs ;   chap.  xiii.  the  beaft  with  the  feven 
heads  and  ten  horns,  with  crowns  on  his  horns,  and  the  name  of 
blafphemy  on  his  head? ;  and  chap.  xvi.  the  feven  vials,  ail  predift 
contemporary  events,  which  run  parallel  to  one  another  from  the. 
year  of  Ciirift  756  to  the  year  1999:  io  that,  in  this  year,   1796, 
1034  years  of  the  time  are  run,  and  only  209  years  remain  to  com- 
plete all  the  events  predicted   in  thefe  four  chapters.     Chap.  x\\\ 
predifts  events  which  fhall  happen  in  the  end  of  the  year  of  Chrift 
1999  and   the  beginning  of  the  year  2000.     Chap.  xvii.  is  an  ex- 
planation of  the  predictions  iii  chap.  xiii.  and  therefore  relates  to 
the  fame  period  from  756  to  1999.     Chap.-  xviii.  predifts  and  de- 
fcribcs  an  event  which  fliall  happen  in  the  end  of  the  year  1999. 
Chap.   xix.   predi'fts  one  which  fliall  take  place  in  the  year  2000. 
And  chapters  xx.  xxi.  xxii.  predidt  and  defcribe  events  which  fliall \ 
happen   from  the  year  2000  to  the  year  3000,  with  ftiorr,  and  ini 
point  of  time  Indefinite,  hints  of  the  ftate  or  the  world  after  the  year 
3000;  of  a   final  judgement,  and  of  a  future  and  eternal  ftate.* 
Vol.  i.  P.  xii. 

After  a  variety  of  pertinent  obfervations  on  the  conduct  of 
the  work.  Dr.  Johnfton  thus  exprefies  hirafelf  of  ecckfiaftical 
eftablifhments — 

*  Perhaps  even  in  this  enlightened  and  liberal  age,  bigots  to  the 
church  of  Rome  may  be  offended  at  the  application  of  mariy  of  the 
predictions,  to  the  papal  hierarchy,  and  the  more  fo  that  it  is  fo 

ftriking. 
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ilriking.  I  affure  them  that  it  is  no  pleafiire  to  me  to  fay  any 
thing  that  is  bad  of  any  perfon,  or  of  any  eftablilhment,  whether 
civil  Of  rehgious  ;  but,  when  writing  upon  the  word  of  God,  and 
for  the  public,  I  muft  fay  the  truth,  whoever  fliall  be  difpleafed 
with  it.  Perhaps  fome  bigots  of  that  church  of  which  1  have  the 
happinefs  to  be  a  member,  or  of  fome  other  Proteftant  churches  or 
fefts  may  be  difpleafed,  on  the  other  hand,  that  I  have  written  lo 
lavoural)Iy  of  the  charafter  and  future  expeftations  of  well  mean- 
ing individuals  of  the  church  of  Rome,  as  on  ch.  xiv.  ver.  9,  10, 
11.  and  in  other  palTages. 

'  1  have  in  fubftance  faid,  and  I  here  fay  it  again,  that  T  know 
no  external  church  in  the  world,  in  tiie  prefent  period,  which  is  in 
every  thing  perfectly  Chriftian ;  that  the  real  church  of  Chrift,  at 
prefent  on  earth,  confifts  of  all  thofe  fcattered  individuals,  in  every 
land,  and  of  every  external  denomination,  who,  as  in  chap.  vii. 
are  "  God's  fealed  fervants,"  whom  "  the  Lord  knows  to  be  his, 
*'  and  who  name  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  depart  from  evil."  Un- 
moved by  the  cenfures  of  bigots  of  every  church,  I  have  faid 
what  the  voice  of  fcripture  in  general,  of  this  book  in  particular, 
and  of  reafon  and  experience  uniformly  fays,  that  thofe  individuals, 
of  every  external  denomination,  who  are  wife  and  good  men,  whom 
the  Lord  who  cannot  err  knows  to  be  his  people,  are  the  true  wor- 
fliippers  of  God,  are  fanftified  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  fhall  be 
finally  faved  by  the  mercy  of  God  through  the  mediation  of  Chrift; 
and  that  no  external  church  or  profeffion  can  render  foolifh  and 
wicked  individuals,  if  they  live  and  die  of  that  charafter,  true 
worfliippers  of  God  in  this  world,  or  finally  holy  and  happy  in  a 
future  ftate.'     Vol.  i.  p.  xxi. 

This  Commentary,  It  may  be  noticed,  is  more  prolix  than 
neceflity  ftriftly  required  ;  but  the  infertion  of  prafbical  ob- 
fervations  makes  a  part  of  the  plan  ;  and  the  author  appears  in 
them  to  advantage.  The  inflance  that  follows  may  ferve  as  a 
fpecimen — 

*  I  am  of  opinion,  that  men  are  faid  to  know  the  depths  of  Sa- 
tan, when  by  his  temptation  they  are  bronght  to  commit  fins  and 
crimes  under  the  mafk  of  religion  and  law  :  it  was  thus  that  Jezebel 
and  the  elders  and  nobles  of  Ifrael  unjuftly  took  aU'ay  the  life  and 
vineyard  of  Naboth,  under  the  mafic  of  religion  and  the  form  of 
law,  I  Kings  xxi.  7 — 14,;  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  reference  is 
made  here.  To  make  men  impious  under  the  mafk  of  religion, 
and  unjuft  under  the  ftielter  of  law,  is  the  very  depth  of  Satan's  art 
of  deceiving,  a  depth  too  from  which  he  draws  out  temptations  in 
every  age  and  country,  in  this  way  he  leads  men  to  the  greateft  length 
in  fin,  and  keeps  them  for  a  long  time  in  the  praftice  of  it,  becaufe 
he  deceives  both  them  and  the  generality  of  the  men  of  the  world 
around  them.     However  bad  their  acT:^ons  are,  neither  they  nor 
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the  wo: Id   fc;   their  impiety  and  malignity  when  they  ftand  cor>- 
ntrfted  with  religion  :  thus  for  inilance,  ail  the  fliocking  barbarities 
and  inji]rtice  of  the  croifade^  inftead  of  fhocking  the  perpetrators 
or  fpeftators,  were  conHdered  by  both  as  the  mofl  glorious  actions, 
becaufe  conncfted  witli  and   viewed   as  a   part  of  religion  :    thus 
too,  all  ptrfccutions  for  confcience  fake,  and  all  pious  frauds,  as 
they  are  cilled,  are  for  the  fame  reafon,  not  offenfive  to  fiiperfti- 
tious   and  emhufTaflic  men:  thus  in  defpotic   governments,    civil 
and  criminal  laws  are  often  made  inconfiftent  with  the  natural  and 
imalienable  rii'hts  of  men,  and  with  the  laws  of  God  ;  and  men  go 
on  iinning  againfl  the  laws  of  God  and  violating  the  rights  of  man, 
without  ever  thinkin?  that  theV  are  doina  wrong;,  merely  becaufe 
they  are  acting  according  to  the  laws  of  their  country.      Even   in 
the  frecu  countries,  thcie  mav  be  fome  laws  and  cuftoms  bv  which 
men  are  led  hecdtefsly  to  pradife  cruelty  and  injuftice.      Suppofe  a 
merchant  in  the  African  trade  fliould  employ  failors  to  pick  up  and 
fell  for  flaves  all  the  poor  men  they  could  meet  wirh  in  the  ftreet? 
of  London   or  Liverpool,  would  not  his  condu£t  fiiock  himfelf, 
lliock  mankind  around  him,  and  make  him  be  hifTed  out  of  fociety, 
even  though  the  laws  of  the  land  were  not  to  call  him  to  account  ? 
How  happens  it  then,  that,   without  fliocking  himfelf  or  his  coun- 
trymen, he  can  employ  failors  to  pick  up  and  fell  for  flaves  hun- 
dreds of  poor  men  on  the  coafl  of  Guinea  ?  it  is  becaufe  in  the  laft 
place,  he  violates  the  natural  rights  of  man  under  the  flielter  of 
i:lw. — Probably   both  may   be  comprehended  under  the  depths  of 
Satan.     Chrift  afllires  all  the  members  of  this  church  who  are  not 
infected  by   thefe  errors,  that  nothing  fliall  ever  be  binding  upon 
them  in  matters  cf  religion,  e:-ccept  thefe  things  which  are  already 
bind-.ng  upon  them  by  the  facred  fcriptures,  thefe  things  by  which 
they  have  hitherto  regulated  their  faith,  charity,  fervice,  patience, 
and  works  ;  and  iie  exhorts  them  to  hold  theie  faft  till  he  come,  that 
is,  till  he  ihall  come  to  put  an  end  to  their  {tate  of  difcipline  by  their 
death.'     Vol.  i.   p.  89. 

For  the  Commentary  at  large,  we  fefer  to  the  -work. 


Traz'els  before  thtr  Flood.     An  intercjling  Oriental  Record  of 
jVlen  and  Manners  in   the  ant'idiluvian  fVorldy  interpreted  in 
Fourteen  E'-jmi-nf^  Conijerfations^  bctvjcen  the  Caliph  of  Bag' 
dad  ar.d  hii  Court.    I'ranfiatedfrom  the  Arabic.  2  Fols.  ^vo, 
"js.     Boards.   Robi-nfonij.      I796' 

TF   Volney"s  Ruins,  Swift's  Ta!e  of  a  Tub,  and  other  writings 

of  a  iimiliir  kind,  (fays  the  editor  of  this  work)  are  allowed  the 

merit   of  inculcating  important  truths,  and  conveying  inllruftion 

blended  with  entertainment,  it   is  humbly  prefumed,  that  the  pre- 

feut  work,  replcie   with  wholefome   iellbns  to  nations  and  their 
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rulers,  will  equally  make  good  its  claim  to  public  intereft  and  pa- 
tronase.'     Vol.  i.   p.  iv. 


o~ 


How  far  the  expectations  of  the  author  are  likely  to  be  gra- 
tified by  the  patronage  of  the  public,  uc  fliall  not  take  upon 
ourfelves  to  determine.  Certain  it  is,  that  works,  poffelTed 
of  a  far  fmaller  portion  of  real  humour,  and  found  good  fenfe, 
than  is  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  two  volumes,  have  frequently 
Kiade  their  way  to  univerfal  favour  and  applaufe.  In  the 
character  of  Mahal,  the  brother  of  Noah,  we  frequently  fee 
a  mafterly  hand  ;  it  is  thus  introduced — 

*  Noah,  his  fons  and  daughters  never  turned  their  eyes  to  the 
feducing  vallies ;  the  only  one  of  his  family,  who  looked  down 
curious  and  inquifitive,  was  PJahal,  his  brotb.er-in-lavv.  This 
Mahal  was  one  of  thofe  people,  who  are  not  fatisfied  that  they 
exifi:  and  live  happy,  but  who  alfo  want  to  know  why,  to  what 
end  they  exift,  and  whether  they  are  happy  in  the  right  manner, 
or  may  become  happier  and  better  ftiil  \\\  another  way.  He  was 
alfo  of  a  violent  peevifli  and  obllinate  temper,  and  bore  in  his  bofom 
the  feeds  of  doubts,  which  were  the  more  tonncntino  to  him,  fince 
he  was  equally  deficient  in  bright  intelleft,  and  in  the  true  faith  that 
confifts  in  entire  refignation.  To  him  it  appeared  very  ftran^e, 
that  old  Noah  fliould  thus  clamber  and  fliift  about  upon  a  mountain, 
timidly  fliunning  and  fecluding  himfelf  from  all  the  reft  of  human 
kind.  Did  he  afk  Noah  why  he  did  fo,  he  would-  anfvver  hin:; : 
**  Such  is  the  will  of  the  god  of  our  fluhers.  Thofe  have  forfaken 
him,  and  fhould  we  forfake  him,  too,  and  none  of  this  mortal  race 
be  his  adherent  r" 

'  The  moredecifive  fuch  an  anfwer  mufi:  appear,  the  lefs  will  it 
fatlsfy  the  curious  enquirer.  The  firft  tranfient  thought  refpeftin"- 
the  difference  between  Noah's  family  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
vallies  had  rendered  Mahal  uniufccptible  of  pure  happinefs.  Now 
Qne  thought  engendered  another,  and  he  fared  no  better  than  all 
reafoners ;  he  began  with  foft  and  timorous  doubts,  and  terminated 
in  murmurs  and  difpiritcdnefs.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cities  ;  the  fame  of  their  mighty  men  and  their 
exploits  had  alfo  reached  his  ears  ;  he  thought  them  huge  giants, 
and  reflected  upon  their  deeds  in  awful  admiration.'  Vol.  i.  p.  36. 

To  fatisfy  his  curiofity,  he  defcends  to  the  valley  inhabited 
by  the  children  of  Cain.  His  firfl  adventures  are  in  the  city 
of  Enoch,  the  feat  of  refined  voluptuoufnefs. 

'  Thus  fpeaks  Mahal  in  the  record  :  Enoch  is  the  city  where 
men  have  fixed  the  fcene  of  their  turbulence.  A  river  traverfes  it 
which  they  call  the  Arrow,  and  over  it  they  have  raifed  an  arch  of 
flones,  which  is  reported  to  be  the  work  of  Gedim  ;  and,  to  judge 
from  its  loftinefs,.  it  is  more  the  production  of  mighty  fpirits  than 
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of  weak  men.  But  weak  as  they  are,  they  can  neverthelefs  do 
great  things,  if  they  ua-ite  together  in  an  undertaking.  Their 
caves,  which  they  denominate  hoiifes,  are  very  neatly  fiirniftied, 
decorated,  and  abounding  in  all  that  is  convenient.  Each  cave 
has  its  door,  that  may  be  locked,  to  prevent  any  body's  feeing 
what  goes  forward  in  it.  If  one  goes  to  another,  he  marks  his 
coming  by  a  loud  knock  at  the  door,  for  fear  of  fiirprifing  the 
niafter  of  the  houfe  in  fome  bad  deed. 

'  I  am  afraid  to  crofs  the  multitudes  that  throng  the  flreets  ;  and 
think  always  they  may  begin  fome  bad  quarrel  among  themfelves, 
as  I  have  remarked  at  mv  fon-in-lavv's,  that  thev  cruelly  hate  one 
another,  and  that  the  fultan  himfelf  durfl;  not  fliow  his  pale,  fuUen 
and  peevifli  face  every  where. 

'  There  is  a  great  number  of  perfons  at  Enoch,  whofe  hands, 
with  the  aid  of  various  tools,  form  all  kinds  of  things  for  ufe  and 
pleafure,  from  wood,  ftone,  metal,  and  threads.  I  faw  mvfelf  a 
young  man  that  formed  a  figure  from  ftone,  and  now  I  laugh  at 
my  fear  of  the  flony  image  they  call  love.  I  have  certainly  feen 
the  fame  image  at  Enoch,  but  no  fuch  inierpre'tation  has  been 
given  me  of  it  as  that  I  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  fields. 
Singular,  yes  very  fingular  it  appears  that  they  who  work  mod  are 
the  pooreft,  and  inhabit  the  moft  miferable  and  the  dirtieft  holes. 
Thofe  in  the  fields,  I  hear,  labour  much  harder,  and  are  ftill 
poorer;  and  thofe  who  treated  me  fo  well  on  quitting  the  moun- 
tains are  not,  I  am  told,  country  people,  but  citizens  who  only 
went  out  to  amufe  themfelves,  and  fee  the  former  toil.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  many  perfons  in  this  city,  and  efpecially  at 
court,  that  are  very  rich,  have  plenty  of  every  thing,  and  do  no  work 
at  all.  They  call  thefe  the  better-born  ;  but  how  they  live  I  can't 
conceive,  particularly  as  they  want  fo  many  things ;  nor  have  I 
any  idea  how  they  manage  it  to  be  begotten  and  born  better  than 
the  refr.  Others  go  by  the  title  of  the  fultan's  officer^  of  (late,  moft 
of  whom  are  of  the  better-born  clafs,  and  doubly  well  off.  Others 
work  with  their  v.-it  and  tongue  for  thofe  who  have  no  wit,  nor 
know  how  to  ufe  their  tont;ue ;  and  they  likewife  fland  very  well. 
Others  buy  of  the  workmen  and  labourers  in  town  and  country  all 
their  produce  at  a  very  low  price,  and  then  fell  it  very  high.  Hfe 
is  the  richeft  man  who.purchafes  cheapell  and  fells  deareft.  I 
wonder  that  they  make  the  posr  give  a  very  high  price  for  all  they 
buy,  and  that  the  great  and  the  chiefs  get  every  thing  much  cheaper, 
and  frequently  don't  even  pay  for  what  they  have.  This  perhaps 
makes  them  fell  every  thing  io  very  dear  to  the  poor  :  and  the 
poor  are,  in  faft,  too  timid  in  prefence  of  the  rich ;  and  if  rich 
men  wrong  them,  the  poor  hardly  dare  mention  it. 

'  Now  I  perceive  why  the  better-born  are  fo  rich  and  do  no- 
thing :  the  poor  work  for  them,  and  often  one  wealthy  man  keeps 
many  hundreds,  who  wgrk  for  him,  and  whom   he  does  not  call 
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his  fupporters,  but  his  inferiors.     Things  always  go  by  a  different 
name  here  from  what  they  a6lua!Iy  are. 

*  The  fultan  rind  mv  daughter  fpend  and  wafte  as  much  as  muft 
require  fonie  thoulands  of  hands  to  work  for  them.  It  is  nolhing 
to  me;  but  what  provokes  me,  is,  that,  the  rich  and  idle  defpile, 
and  frequently  even  ill-treat  thofe  who  work  for  them.  Thofe 
labourers  and  workmen  muft  be  very  good-natured  indeed  ;  elfe 
how  could  they  put  up  with  their  miferabie  pittance,  and  not  wreft 
from  others  that  plenty  which  thev  firllr  gave  them  ?  All  thofe  tp 
whom  I  have  hitherto  talked  on  this  fubjecl:,  tell  me,  that  fuch  was 
the  will  of  the  mightv  Gedim,  and  that  fulran  Pooh  enforces  the 
hard  mandate  by  his  judges  and  the  fwords  of  his  foldiers.  It  is 
very  well  that  the  multitude  are  afraid  of  thofe  maimed  judges  and 
thofe  armed  foldiers  ;  elfe  I  fliould  not  like  to  be  one  of  tlie  better- 
born  and  rich. 

'  The  artifts  who  create  images  from  ftones,  and  thofe  who 
imitate  men,  animals  and  trees  with  various  colours,  befides  the 
men  verfed  in  letters,  were  quite  fatisfied  with  me.  I  loudly  ad- 
mired them,  and  feemed  furprifed  at  all, they  faid.  My  compa- 
nions told  the  puny  fultan  of  it,  Vvho  reprehended  me  bitterly  ; 
alleging,  that  my  plainneis  difgraccs  him,  that  no  great  man  ought 
to  admire  any  thing,  and  much  lei's  to  manifeft  his  fentiments  to 
his  inferiors,  fliould  even  fome  objeft  extort  his  inward  admira- 
tion. He  probably  is  affronted,  becaufe  I  don't  praife  fuch  fi- 
gures as  refemble  him;  and  whenever  he  does  not  Ihow  his  peevifii 
and  affefted  face  to  the  court,  he  fnuts  himfelf  up,  to  form  images 
mvrch  ftitfer  and  punier  than  himfelf.  I  cannot  praife  thefe  like  his 
courtiers,  nor  can  I  praife  any  thing  he  fays  or  performs.'  Vol,  i." 
p.  1 10. 

After  vifiting  the  commercial  Iradlans,  whofe  fultan  (at  the 
time  of  his  arrival  in  their  city)  — 

'  WasafTembled  with  his  counfellors  in  the  divan,  to  deliberate 
upon  the  moft  important,  newelt,  moft  fingular  and  unheard  of 
thing  on  which  a  fultan  has  ever  deliberated  in  his  divan.  Your 
highnefs  will  perhaps  believe,  that  the  wife  m,en  of  Irad  enquired, 
''  Whether  it  would  be  better  to  wtar  a  long  or  a  Ihort  beard? 
What  Vi'as  virtue,  and  whether  it  was  wanted  in  a  fiate  r  Whether 
it  was  innate  or  taught  r  Whether  the  fultan  was  on  the  throi;ie 
for  the  fake  of  his  fubjecls,  or  whether  his  fubjecl:s  exilted  for  the 
fake  of  him  ?  Whether  it  would  be  beft  for  men  to  be  free  or  to 
be  (laves,  as  in  the  latter  cafe  they  muft  ftill  earn  their  bread? 
Whether  the  dignity  of  fultan  was  an  office  hke  every  other  office, 
or  only  a  bright  finecure  ?  If  man  belonged  to  the  beafts  of  bur- 
den, how  large  a  load  he  would  in  fuch  a  caie  be  able  to  carry  ?" 
But  none  of  thefe,  lord  of  believers,  made  the  fubjecl  of  the  fultan's 
deliberations. 

L  4  '  The 


144       ,  "Travels  before  the  Flood. 

'  The  Caliph.  I  am  not  much  difpofed  now  to  guefs,  though  I 
fuppofe  the  fultan  confulted  how  to  render  his  people  very  happy 
and  contented.  If  I  have  not  guefTed  right,  I  command  you  to  tell 
n"ie  immediately  what  it  was. 

'  Ben  H.ifi.  I  obey  }  our  highnefs.  Siilfan  Zobar  of  Irad  deli- 
berated with  his  counfellors,  how  to  contrive  to  get  into  his  hands 
all  the  gold  of  his  fubjeds;  that  is  to  fay,  how  to  make  himfelf 
chief  ucafurcr,  cafliier,  and  keeper  of  all  their  gain  and  revenues, 
and  only  to  leave  them  as  much  at  their  difpofal  as  might  enable 
them  \o  work  on  in  his  fervice,  and  get  more. 

'  The  C.iliph.  Thou  raileft,  Ben  Hafi  !  can  you  call  a  thing 
that  happens  every  day  a  novelty  unheard  of? 

*  Ben  Hafi.  I  meant,  that  before  the  flood  it  was  unheard  of. 
I  know  very  well  that  fultans  manage  it  quite  differently  fince. 

'  T/ie  Caliph.  What  occafion  was  there  for  the  fultan  of  Irad 
to  confult  his  divan  about  feizing  all  the  gold  of  his  fubjedts  ?  He 
only  needed  to  take,  as  they  were  obliged  to  give  ;  and  my  viziers 
can  prove,  that  all  they  pofTefTed  belonged  to  the  fultan,  though  I 
am  rather  doubtful  of  the  truth  of  their  affertion.'     Vol.  i.  p.  157. 

Mahal  next  proceeds  to  Gin,  the  politenefs  of  whofe  inha- 
bitants was  proverbial  in  the  antediluvian  world. 

'  Mahal  foon  colle(5Ved,  "  That  the  empire  of  Gin  was  a  land  of 
friendfhip  and  love  :  that  at  Gin,  every  body,  from  the  fultan  to 
the  meanel^  fubjcft,  lived  to  pleafe  himfelf:  that  the  word  felf  was 
the  tutelar  god  worHiipped  by  the  whole  country  :  that  by  this  means 
the  union  of  the  fiateat  large  was  the  flrongcr,  fince  every  prudent 
Giiier'syfVy"  wanted  the /c:lf  oi  his  neighbour  to  fupply  certain  indif- 
penfible   wants.     This  individual  felf  guided   of  courfe  all    the 
actions  of  the  Giners,  who  were  on  this  account  the  mofi:  refined 
nation  in  th<;  world,  as  they  poHefled  the  art  to  conceal  thofe  mo- 
tives of  human  actions  in  fo  fine  and  dextrous  a  manner,  that  in  no 
country  of  the  world  the  words,  facrifice,  generofity,  difinterefted- 
nefs,  frlenufliip,  and  love,  were  more  in  vogue  than  at  Gin,  though 
in  reality  they  were  never  difplayed,  unlefs  fome  raw,  uncultivated 
being  would  here  or  there  gratify  the  animal  inftinfts  of  his  fimple 
rature  :  that  every  Giner,  to  (amc  appearances,  took   thofe  words 
for  a  llandard  of  truth,  to  give  to  focial  life  a  fine  glittering  varnifh 
of  politenefs  and  mannerlinefs ;  and  that  he  who  let  another  per- 
ceive,  that  he  confidered  thofe  words  as  empty  fliow,  pafled  for  an 
vmfociable   being,  unworthy  of  human  intercourfe  : — but  that  all 
this  had   no  infiuence   upon   the  genuine   aftions  of  the  Giners, 
every  one  of  whom  ac^^ed  contrary  to  what  he  faid  to  another;  and 
that  it  was  rare  for  a  Giner  to  afk  his  ftilow  why  he  had  not  aded 
up  to  his  word. 

"  Thus,  for  infiance,"  added  a  fpruce  Giner,  who  feemed  very 
ca^er  to  be  the  principal  teacher  of  JMahal— ^«  thus  fpeaks  a  Giner, 
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.to  another  who  folicits  his  affiftance,  but  of  whom  his  felf  has 
nouoht  to  fear  or  to  hope  :  '  I  revret  from  the  bottom  of  mv  heart, 

O  JO  J  •  > 

my  dear  friend,  that  I  cannot  be  of  any  fervice  to  yon  ;  which  in 
plain  Arabic  is  faying,  What  cares  my  y^//' for  thy  yj'//".?  My /elf 
is  very  well,  and  thou  canft  do  it  neither  good  nor  harm.' 

"  Thus,  the  fultan  faith  :  '  I  have  the  happinefi  to  reign  over 
the  Giners  for  their  fiike!'  but  his  heart  favs,  '  I  rei^n  over  the 
Giners  for  my  fake;  they  are  my  property  !'     Vol.  ii.   p.  28. 

We  have  already  too  far  exceeded  our  bounds  In  the  ex-, 
tracts  given,  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  'country  of  the  philofo- 
phers ;'  and  in  truth,  that  part  of  the  book  appears  to  us  to 
Jabour  under  fome  obfcurity  j  there  is  likewife  fomething  re- 
prehenfible  In  the  air  of  profanenefsaflumed  In  fome  of  the  con- 
verfations  of  thephilofophers  ;  and,  as  we  believe  the  defign  of 
the  author  to  be  good,  we  regret  that  it  fliould  not  be  always 
fufficiently  obvious,  as  not  to  hazard  its  being  niiftaken. 


A  Treatife  on  the  Epidemic  Puerperal  Fever  of  Aberdeen.  By 
Alexander  Gordon,  M.  D.  Phyjician  to  the  Dijpenfary.  %vo. 
35.    Seived.     Roblnfons.     i795- 

T'fT'HAT  has  been  hitherto  done  by  writers  on  this  depart- 
^^  ment  of  the  profeflion,  in  order  to  extend  the  hiftory, 
or  determine  the  nature  of  the  puerperal  fever,  Dr.  Gordon 
confiders  of  very  little  ufe  ;  he  therefore  here  undertakes  to 
inveftigate  the  caufe,  afcertain  the  nature,  and  eflablifli  the 
treatment  of  the  difeafe. 

How  far  he  may  have  fucceeded  In  the  diflicult  taflc  which 
.  he  has  Impofed  on  him  felf,  we  fliall  fee  as  we  proceed  In  the 
examination  of  his  work. 

We  mofl  readily  admit  the  propriety  of  the  doftor's  reafors 
for  bringing  his  labours  before  the  public  For,  if  an  exten- 
five  practice  has  really  enabled  him  to  make  important  difco- 
veries  concerning  the  difeafe  in  quefcion,  it  is  unqueftlonably 
a  duty  to  make  them  generally  known — 

*  The  obfervations,  which  I  have  to  offer,  are  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  fociety,  and  I  am  only  diffident  of  my  ability  to 
exprelb  them  in  the  manner  they  deferve. '  I  have,  hov/ever,  made 
an  attempt,  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  with  a  favourable  reception 
from  the  public  ;  efpecially,  as  I  have  advanced  no  opinion  that  is 
not  an  obvious  conclufion,  immediately  refuiting  from  fa<fts,  and  as 
all  the  fails  may  be  depended  on.'     p.  vii. 

This,  however,  is  only  a  part  of  what  the  dodlor  has  done, 
I  as  is  evident  from  the  follovv-ing  paflage — • 

'  Copious  bleeding,  which  was  found  fo  efEcacious  in  curing 
the  dileafcj  has  been  recommended  both  by  Dr.  Leake  and  Dr. 
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Dcnman ;  but  the  former  has  recommended  large  and  praflifed 
fmall  bleedings;  and,  though  the  latter  has  recommended  large 
bleeding,  yet  he  has  left  the  quantity  undetermined.  This  6.dt&: 
as  fupplied  in  the  following  work;  fori  have  both  limited  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  neceflary  to  be  taken  away,  and  fixed  the  time  when 
the  taking  away  of  that  quantity  will  certainly  cure.'     p.  viii. 

On  the  hiftory  of  this  fever  we  can  difcover  nothing  new, 
except  it  be  the  extraordinary  affertion  that  the  author's  bro- 
ther pra£lltioners  were  unacquainted  with  the  writings  of 
Hulme,  Denman,  and  Leake,  whom  he  confiders  as  the  b.efi: 
writers  on  the  difeafe.  It  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that  all  the 
cccGuchcurs  in  fo  large  a  town  as  Aberdeen  could  have  been 
altogether  ignorant  of  the  opinions  of  thofe  authors. 

The  fymptoms  which  our  author  has  dated  as  attending 
this  fever,  d\W<-:x  in  no  material  refpcct  from  thofe  wliicb  have 
been  deicribed  by  the  generality  of  writers  on  the  fame  com- 
plaint. The  following  is  the  principal  diftin£Vion  which  the 
doftor  has  made  refpedling  the  period  at  which  the  diforder 
becomes  incurable — 

*  When  called  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  that  is,  within 
fix,  or  eight  hours  after  the  attack,  I  was  often  able  to  put  an  im- 
mediate ftop  to  it,  even  when  the  pulfe  was  at  the  rate  of  140. 
But  when  the  patient  had  been  ill,  twelve,  or  twenty-four  hours 
before  I  was  called,  I  was  not  able  to  bring  the  difeafe  to  an  imme- 
diate conchifion;  the  mofl:  I  could  do,  in  fuch  cafes,  wns  to  check 
its  violence,  and  overcome  it  by  degrees  ;  for  I  could  feldom  bring 
it  to  a  complete  termination  before  the  fifth  day. 

'  But,  when  the  patient  had  been  ill,  for  a  longer  fpace  than 
twenty-four  hours  before  I  was  fent  for,  I  generally  found,  that  the 
difeafe  was  no  longer  in  the  power  of  art.'     p.  13. 

We  come  now  to  the  clinical  part  of  the  work,  which  is 
that  on  which  the  advantage  of  the  author's  doctrine  of  puer- 
peral fever  ought  chiefly  to  reft.  In  mofl  of  the  cafes  which  I 
are  here  detailed,  there  was  great  forenefs  and  pain  about  the 
abdominal  region,  with  an  extremely  quich  pulfe^  fuch  as  from 
one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  ftrokcs  in  a  I 
minute.  Of  the  ftate  of  the  circulation  with  regard  to  hard- 
nefs,  foftnefs,  or  momentum,  the  author  has  not  given  us  the' 
lead  information,  fo  that  we  are  unable  to  determine  how  far 
the  inflammation,  fuppofing  it  to  have  exifted,  was  of  ti-,e 
aP^ive  kind.  However,  from  the  circumflance  of  the  very 
great  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  we  fhould  be  rather  inclined  fo 
fuppofe  that  active  inflammation  could  not  be  prefent.  The 
heft  practical  writers  defcribe  the  pulfe  to  be  hard,  full,  and 
ftrong,  rather  than  quick,  in  cafes  where  inflammation  of  thej 
adive  kind  takes  place. 


Gordon  on  the  Epidemic  Puerperal  Fever  of  j^berdeen.     147 

But  let  us  attend  a  little  more  to  the  doctor's  obfervations 
and  reafonings  on  the  nature  of  this  difeafe — 

*  Since  the  ftate  of  child-bed  is  the  conclufion  of  a  great  pro- 
cefs,  which  begins  with  conception  and  ends  with  labour,  and  iince 
an  inflammatory  difpofition  of  body  attends  the  whole  procefs, 
from  beginning  to  end ;  is  it  reafonable  to  think  that  there  would 
be  an  immediate  tranfition,  a  fiidden  change,  from  inflammatory 
to  putrid,  at  the  dole  of  the  procefs  ?  It  is  furely  much  more  natu- 
ral to  think,  that  the  fame  difpofition  will  be  continued,  and  that 
the  commotion  excited  by  labour,  and  the  cordials,  fo  commonly 
given  on  that  occafion,  will  rather  increafe  than  change  the  inflam- 
matory ftate.'     p.  52. 

Satisfa6lory  as  the  author  may  conceive  this  reafoning  to 
be,  there  are  probably  many  pra<^ltioners  of  confiderable  ex- 
perience who  will  difpute  its  folidity.  Whatever  difpofition 
to  inflammation  there  may  be  during  the  period  of  geftation, 
at  the  moment  of  delivery  a  very  great  change  takes  place, 
and  from  the  fudden  removal  of  preiTure  or  dillenfion,  as  well 
as  from  the  lofs  of  blood,  and  other  caufes  of  the  fame  kind, 
a  confiderable  degree  of  inanition  and  debility  mull  and  necef- 
farily  does  occur.  That,  in  fome  inPLances,  however,  in  ftrong 
robuil  habits,  the  contrary  ftate  may  exift,  cannot  be  denied; 
but  thefe  we  conceive  to  be  comparatively  few. 

Hov/ever,  as  we  perfectly  agree  with  the  author  in  thinking 
that  '  there  is  no  argument  like  matter  of  fa61;,'  we  fhall 
confider  the  proofs  that  are  brought  in  fupport  of  this  doc- 
trine, which  cannot,  as  we  are  told,  be  fhaken  by  *  any 
theory.' 

We  could  rather  have  wilhed  that  it  had  flood  the  ted  of 
experience,  becaufe  upon  this  depends  its  utility.  But  we  are 
afraid  the  author's  account  of  his  fuccefs  will  not  afford  any 
very  flrong  encouragement  to  the  adoption  of  his  evacuatory 
plan  of  practice  ;  at  leaft,  not  to  the  extent  he  appears  to  have 
carried  it. 

The  death  of  twenty-eight  patients  otit  of  feventy-feven, 
or  more  than  one- third  of  the  whole,  can  never  furely'  be  re- 
garded as  an  example  of  the  uncommon  fuccefs  of  any  method 
of  treatment. 

After  attempting  to  iliow  that  the  difeafe  is  of  the  inflamma- 
tory kind,  the  author  proceeds  to  inquire  concerning  the  fpe- 
cific  nature  of  the  inflammation ;  and  here  he  adopts  the  opi- 
nion of  Peautau,  and  fome  writers  of  a  more  recent  date, 
who  confider  the  puerperal  fever  to  be  of  an  eryfipelatous 
nature — 

'  I  will  not  venture,  (fays  he)  pofitlvely  to  aiTert,  that  the  pucr- 

j"'i:rr.l  fever  and  cryfiptlas  are  precifcly  of  the  i:^v:\Q  fpeciiic  nature  ; 
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but  that  they  are  conneiSed,  that  there  is  an  analogy  between  them, 
and  that  they  are  concomitant  epidemics,  I  have  unquefi:ion:ible 
proofs.  For  thefc  two  epidemics  began  in  Aberdeen  at  the  fame 
time,  and  afterwards  kept  pace  together  ;  they  both  arrived  at  their 
acjiie  together,  and  tiiey  both  ceafed  at  the  fame  time.'     p.  55. 

On  the  fimilarity  of  this  difeafe  to  that  of  eryfipelas,  the 
doilor's  reafoning  is  rather  curious  ;  we  (hall  therefore  lay  a 
fample  of  it  before  our  readers — 

'  The  analogy  of  the  puerperal  fever  with  eryfipelas,  will  ex- 
plain why  it  always  feizes  women  after,  and  not  before  delivery. 
For,  at  the  time  when  the  eryfipelas  was  epidemic,  alnioft  every 
perfon,  admitted  into  the  hofpital  of  this  place,  with  a  wound, 
was,  foon  after  his  admiffion,  feized  with  eryfipelas  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  wound.  The  fame  confequence  followed  the  operations  of 
furgery  :  and  the  caufe  is  obvious  ;  for  the  infedious  matter,  which 
produces  eryfipelas,  was,  at  that  time,  readily  abforbed  by  the  lym- 
phatics, which  were  then  open  to  receive  it. 

*  Jiifl  fo  with  refpeft  to  the  puerperal  fever;  women  efcape  it 
till  after  delivery,  for,  till  that  time,  there  is  no  inlet  open  to  re- 
ceive.the  infeflious  matter  which  produces  the  difeafe.  But,  after 
delivery,  the  matter  is  readily  and  copioufly  admitted  by  the  nu- 
merous patulous  orifices,  which  are  open  to  imbibe  it,  by  the  fepa- 
ration  of  the  placenta  from  the  uterus. 

*  And  thus,  a  queflion,  which  has  given  rife  to  various  fpecula- 
tJons  and  conjectures,  is  folved,  in  a  very  fimple  and  fatisfaftory 
manner. 

'  The  connexion  of  the  two  difeafes  is  ftill  further  confirmed  by 
the  great  extent  of  the  inflammation,  and  rapid  progrefs  of  the  dif>- 
eafe. 

*  And  the  fame  connexion  is  evident  from  this  circumflance, 
that  a  very  frequent  crifis  of  the  difeafe  is  by  an  external  eryfipe- 
las ;  which  is  a  proof  that  there  is  a  metaftafis,  or  tranflation,  of  the 
infiamjmation,  from  the  internal  to  the  external  parts,'     p.  56. 

The  obfervations  on  the  feat  of  this  complaint  contain 
nothing  of  novelty  in  them.  It  has  been  invariably  the  opi- 
nion of  writers  on  the  puerperal  fever,  that  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  was  in  the  invefting  membranes  of  the  abdomen, 
though  they  have  not  been  decided  as  to  the  particular  part. 

On  the  caufes  of  the  difeafe,  Dr.  Gordon  Is  more  full.  He 
contends  that,  in  the  prefent  Inftances,  it  originated  from  a 
fpeafic  contagion.  We  are,  however,  but  little  benefited  by 
this  information,  fince  he  has  not  pointed  out  the  phyfical 
qualities,  or  the  laws  by  which  the  operation  of  this  contagiori 
is  governed. 

But  the  principal  point  on  which  our  author  differs  from 
other  v/riters,  is  in  his  plan  of  cure.     And  here  he  differs, 
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very  widely  indeed.  His  plan  is  depletion  in  its  utmoft  de^ 
gree.  He  has  already  told  us  that  the  difeafe  depends  upon 
eryjtpelatoiis  Injiammatloriy  in  which,  every  practitioner,  the 
lead  converfant  in  the  treatment  of  fuch  cafes,  knows  general 
bleeding  cannot  be  praCtifed  without  the  greateft  danger. 
Yet  in  thefe  circumftances,  and  in  the  puerperal  ftate,  we  are 
advifed  by  our  author  *  never  to  take  away  lefs  than  twenty 
or  twenty-four  ounces  of  blood  at  one  bleeding.'  And  this  is 
not  all :  purging  is  alfo  to  be  added,  and  both  of  them  repeated 
until  the  difeafe  be  fubdued.  Surely  no  difciple  of  the  im- 
mortal Sangrado,  ever  removed  the  vital  fluid  in  more  copi-ous 
quantities. 

The  remarks  on  the  prevention  of  the  difeafe  ate  hot  by 
any  means  important.  What  the  author  has  obferved  from 
Lind,  refpe6ling  the  defl;ru(0:ion  of  contagion,  is  not  to  be' 
depended  on,  as  Dr.  Smyth  has  fhown,  in  his  excellent  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Jail  Diftemper.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  this 
chapter,  the  do£lor  obferves,  *  that  the  cure  was  anticipated 
before  the  attack  of  the  difeafe.'  How  a  difeafe  can  be  cured 
before  it  exifls,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine.  It  would 
feem  to  us  to  be  a  fort  of  IrlJI)  method  of  cure. 

In  an  Appendix,  the  doftor  endeavours  ftill  more  flrong'y 
to  imprefs  the  minds  of  practitioners  with  the  advantage  of 
his  plan  of  treatment.  He  thinks  thofe  large  bleedings  necef- 
fary  in  every  cafe  •,  '  for,  fays  he,  whenever  the  difeafe  is  di- 
ftin6lly  marked,  I  hold  bleeding  to  be  indifpenfably  necelTary 
in  every  cafe,  being  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  can  never 
be  omitted  with  impunity.'  After  this  we  are  told,  that  the 
condudl  of  the  pra£l:itioner  is  to  be  guided  by  the  /iage  of  the 
difeafe,  and  not  by  the  ftatc  of  the  pulfe  ;  that  he  is  '  to  at- 
tend to  the  fyniptoms  without  being  felicitous  about  the 
caufe  \  that  a  diarrhoea,  in  this  complaint,  '  is  entirely  criti-» 
cal,'  or  at  lead,  *  it  is  always  either  critical,  or  an  effort  to  a 
crifis.' 

On  thefe  different  points,  the  author  is  however  by  no 
means  fo  precife  or  accurate  as  their  importance  demands. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  are  apprehenfive  that  the  pratSlice  of 
copious  bleeding,  which  is  ftrongly  recommended  in  this  tracl, 
will  not  be  found  fo  highly  advantageous  as  the  author  feem.i 
to  think  it.  If  the  difeafe  fiiould,  however,  be  found,  upon 
more  extenfive  obfervation,  to  require  fuch  excelTive  bleedings 
as  thofe  which  are  here  advifed,  the  inflammation  on  which 
it  depends  will  unqueflionably  be  determined  to  be  of  a  very 
different  kind,  from  that  which  Dr.  Gordon  fuppofes  to  be 
the  caufe  of  the  complaint. 
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'pROM  the  perufal  of  the  doftor's  former  writings,  we 
■^  took  up  thefe  volumes  with  no  fmall  portion  of  expecta- 
tion;  but  truth  compels  us  to  confefs,  that  their  contents 
have  greatly  difappointed  us.  The  ftyle  of  them  is  inflated,  • 
the  mafs  of  the  work  incoherent,  and  the  fubordinate  parts 
void  of  precifion.  Enthufiafm  is  the  chief  chara6leriftic,  ra- 
ther than  found  judgment.  Perhaps,  this  unreferved  decla- 
ration may  be  conlidered  by  Dr.  Knox  as  '  the  rafn  cenfure  of 
the  thoughtlefs,  who  rudely  and  haflily  condemn,  what  they 
fcarcely  allow  themfelves  even  time  to  underftand:'  but  that 
we  will  leave  the  reader  to  determine. 

As  a  great  part  of  his  book  is  made  up  of  extradts  from 
others,  the  doClor  begins  with  entreating  '  all  who  honour  it 
with  any  degree  of  their  attention,  duly  to  confider  the  au- 
thorities, human  as  well  as  fcriptural,  on  which  it  is 
founded  :' — a  requeft  that  to  us  feems  fomewhat  extraordi- 
nary, fince  it  involves  the  implication,  that  human  authority 
is  wanted  to  give  fcriptural  its-efFe£t.  That  the  genuine  doc- 
trine of  the  gofpel  is  a  mod  momentous  fubjeft,  we  freely 
admit ;  and,  for  the  reality  of  this  convi6lion,  refer  to  our 
uniform  efforts ;  but  we  cannot  help  adding  that,  to  fee  a 
refpeiStable  writer  diflerve  the  caufe  he  befriends,  is  a  fource 
of  painful  refleftion.  In  thus  expreffing  our  opinion,  we  have 
in  view  the  leading  principle,  and  not  the  work  in  toto ;  for 
the  fentiments  of  the  author,  in  feveral  of  its  parts,  have 
afforded  us  much  fatisfaClion.  The  following  extra£l  will 
prefent  a  favourable  idea  of  the  whole — 

'  The  divine  energy  announced  to  mankind  in  the  glad  tidings 
of  the  gofpel,  under  the  name  of  gifts  and  grace,  operating,  now 
and  for  ever  more,  on  every  human  heart  prepared  to  admit  it, 
appears,  from  what  has  been  advanced  in  thefe  pages,  to  be  tht? 
living,  everlafting  gofpel,  flill  accompanying  the  written  word,  and 
conveving;  illumination,  fanftification,  confolation.  It  would  not 
ceafe  to  operate,  being  fent  down  from  heaven  en  our  Lord's  kf- 
cenfion,  even  if  it  were  poffible  that  ink  and  paper,  by  whofe  in* 
ftrumentality  the  written  word  is  tranfmitted,  were  utterly  loft.  It 
originates  from  omnipotence,  and  cannot  entirely  rely,  for  its 
continuance  or  efFeft,  on  means  merely  human,  weak,  contingent^ 
and  perifhabie.  He  who  once  views  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrifl 
in  this  light ;  he  who  confiders  it  as  a  vital  influence  front 
heaven,  and  recognizes  its  energy  on  his  heart,  as  he  will  do, 
in   confequeuce   of   prayer    and  obedience,  will  want  no  other 
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proof  of  the  truth  and  excellence  of  chrillianity.  He  will  have 
the  witnefs  in  himfelf ;  and  ftand  in  no  need  of  the  fchoolman'g 
folios,  the  verbal  fubtleties  of  the  critic,  or  the  acrimonious  difputes 
of  the  polemic.  He  will  find,  that  fome  of  the  moft  learned  men, 
the  moft  voluminous  writers  on  theological  fubje(5ls,  were  totally 
ignorant  of  chriftianity.  He  will  find  that  they  were  ingenious 
heathen  philofophers,  afTuming  the  name  of  Chriftians,  and  forci- 
bly paganizing  chriftianity,  for  the  fake  of  pleafing  the  world,  of 
extending  their  fame,  and  enjoying  fecular  honours  and  lucrative 
pre-eminence  *. 

"  Godly  perfons,"  that  is,  Chriftian  philofophers,  are  defcribed, 
in  thofe  articles  which  all  churchmen  have  moft  folemnly  afiented 
to,  as  "  fuch  as  feel  in  themfelves  the  fplrit  of  Chrift,  mortifying 
the  works  of  the  fiefl],  and  drawings  up  their  minds  to  high  and 
heavenly  things."  He  who  feels  the  fpirit  in  him,  will  be  con- 
fcious  of  pofTeffing  the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  will  lock  it  up  ia 
tlie  fanftuary  of  his  heart,  ias  his  richeft  treafure,  never  to  be  de- 
fpoiled  of  it  by  the  feducing  arts  of  falfe  philofcphy  ;  never  to  ex- 
change that  pure  gold,  which  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and 
for  ever,  for  the  bafe  m^tal  of  worldly  politicians,  who  may  endea- 
vour, as  they-  have  done,  to  make  truth  itfelf  alter  her  inimitable 
nature,  to  ferve  the  varying  purpofes  of  tem.porary  ambition.  Thofe 
doftrines  of  chriftianity,  which  were  true  under  the  firft  Charles, 
vvill  be  confidered,  notwithftanding  the  fubtle  attempts  of  politi- 
cians, equally  true  under  the- abandoned  profligacy  of  a  fecond ; 
or  in  fubfequent  reigns,  wiien  it  was  difcovcred  by  the  court  di^ 
vines,  that  chriftianity  was  as  old  as  the  creation,  and  the  religion 
of  grace,  a  mere  republication  of  the  religion  of  nat-ore.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  chriftianity  can  ftirvive  the  wreck  of  empires,  the  den^o- 
lition  of  temples  made  with  hands,  and  the  difniiffion  of  a  fuperfti- 
tious  or  a  time-ferving  priefthood.  The  living  temple  of  the  heart, 
where  the.  Holy  Spirit  fixes  his  flirine,  will. ftand  unimpaired,  amidft 
the  fallen  columns  of  marble.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  will  remaia 
onfhaken,  amidft  all  the  convulfions  of  this  changeable  globe. 
We  are  told,  that  the  gates  of  hell  fliall  not  prevail  againft  it  j 
and,  though  it  fliould  happen,  in  any  country  of  chriftendom,  that 
the  rulers  ftiould  be  infidels,  and  the  vifible  church  aboliflKd  ;  yet 
while  there  are  human  creatures  left  alive  in  ir,  the  church  of 
Chrift  may  ftill  flourifti.  The  dodrine  of  grace  is  the  only  do6trine 


«  •  "  There  are  thofe,"  fays  the  apoflle,  «  who  feek  their  own,  and  not  the 
thinjTsofJeius  Chrift."  V\y.\.  ii.   z,. 

'  Such  as  thefe  are  called  by  Ignatius  x.^tc-ref^'s;i^oi,  dealers  ai.d  chapmen  ia 
Clirift.  Unprctitable  truths  they  will  have  no  more  to  dowith,  than  tiadera 
With  uiifaieable  commodities. 

'Bifhop  Home  (ayp,  "  Thofe  clergy-men,  who  betray  the  caufeof  their  mafter, 
'  in  order  to  be  promoted  in  the  church,  are  guilty  of  the  worft  kind  of  fimony,- 
*nd  pay  their  fouls  for  the  purchafe  of  their  prcfcrmtnt." 

which 
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which  tends  to  prefcrve  chriftianity  in  the  world,  independent  of  the 
caprice  and  pride  of  ftatefmen  and  philofophers,  or  the  wickednefs 
of  tlie  people.  Who  fliall  be  impious  enough  to  maintain  that  God 
cannot  preferve,  by  his  own  methods,  his  own  difpenfation  ? 

*  Civil  and  ecclefialtical  power  in  union,  together  with  the  afiifl- 
ance  of  early  education,  may,  indeed,  retain,  in  a  nation,  the  forms 
and  the  name  of  chriftianity ;  but  "  the  proper  force  of  religion, 
that  force  which  fubdues  the  mind,  which  awes  the  confcience, 
and  influences  the  private  conduft,  as  well  as  the  public,"  will 
only  be  preferved  by  a  vital  experimental  fenfe  of  the  divine  energy 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  we  declare,  with  one  voice,  in  our 
churches,  whenever  we  repeat  the  Nicene  creed,  to  be  the  *'  Lord 
and  giver  of  life."     Vol.  ii.   r.  4.52. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  the'  ftrefs  laid  upon  tlie  evidence  of 
the  SPIRIT,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  the  letter,  Dr.  Knox 
i^akes  no  fcruple  to  gfTert,  that  *  the  reader  of  his  book,  who 
is  not  firmly  fettled  in  the  faith  by  better  evidence 
than  any  hmnan  learning  can  afford,  by  ftudying  with  attention, 
adequate  to  the  fubjecfc.  Dr.  T'ownson,  and  Dr.  Lardner 
on  the  Gofpels,  and  Mr.  West  on  the  Refurre£lion,  will 
conclude  that  there  is  caufe  fufficient  for  every  pious,  humble 
man,  to  give  his  full  aOent  to  all  the  eflential  parts  of  the 
gofpel  hiftory  ;  to  be  rooted  in  faith,  to  reft  in  hope,  and  to 
abound  in  charity.' 

Amongft  the  ftri6lures  on  Paine's  j^ge  of  Reafon^  which  has 
been  fo  repeatedly  and  fo  ably  confuted,  the  annexed  obferva- 
tions  are  peculiar — 

,  *  Mr.  Paine  profefies  to  be  a  believer  in  God,  and  a  friend  to" 
man.  It  is,  indeed,  aftonifliing,  that  an  advocate  for  the  rights  of 
man  fliould  fet  his  face  againft  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrifl ;  for  it  is 
certain  that  the  gofpel  is  the  book,  of  all  that  were  ever  written, 
that  favours  moli:  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  caufe  of  equal  liberty. 
Jefus  Chrift  aboliilied  flavery  in  Europe.  Jefus  Chrift  has  humbled 
the  rich  and  mighty.  Jefus  Chrifl  has  given  a  confequence  to 
the  poor,  which  they  never  pofleflTed  amid  the  boalled  freedom  of 
Greece  and  Rome.  Jefus  Chrift  has  done  more  to  deftroy  the  in- 
iblent  diftindions  which  arofe  from  the  fpirit  of  tyranny,  than  was 
tver  done  before  or  after  him  ;  and  Jefus  Chrift  fuffered  death  for 
this  benefaction  to  all  mankind,  as  a  feditious  innovator,  and  an 
enemy  to  Ca^far.  Jefus  Chrift  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
and  veneration  of  every  friend  to  truth,  juftice,  and  humanity,  even 
if  he  were  no  more  than  a  man,  and  his  religion  untrue.  What 
have  Sydney,  Hampden,  Locke,  done  or  faid,  with  fuch  cjfFeft, 
in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  in  favour  of  the  mafs  of  mankind,  as 
Jefus  Chrift  ?  Let  then  all  the  friends  of  liberty  and  man  be  lovers 
of  Jefus  Chrift  •,  and  ief  not  their  zeal  for  reforming  the  corruptions 
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of  Chrlftianity,  caufed  by  Hatefmen,  vvifliinj  to  render  It  fiibfer- 
vient  to  political  views,  lead  them  to  renounce  the  comfortable, 
liberal,  equalizing  dodrines  of  the  genuine  gofpel. 

*  The  gofpel  recommends  peace,  and  infallibly  produces,  by 
the  fpirlt's  benign  influence,  ^fuch  difpofitions  of  mind,  as  muft  of 
neceiiuy,  if  they  were  to  prevail  among  the  rulers  of  the  world, 
put  an  end  to  all  pffenfive  war.  It  has  not  yet  done  fo,  for  it  has 
not  yet  futHciently  prevailed  among  the  rulers  of  the  world.  But 
it  has  certainly  foftened  the  rigours  of  war ;  a  favourable  prefage  of 
its  future  efficacy,  in  totally  abolifliing  it. 

'  I  wifli  iMr.  Paine,  as  a  politician  and  a  philanthropift,  if  he  be 
fuch,  not  to  oppugn  the  great  promoter  of  peace  and  liberty.  As 
a  fellow  man  (I  wifli  I  could  add,  a  fellow  chriflian,)  I  warn  him, 
from  the  kindeft  motives,  to  beware  left  he  be  guilty  of  blafphemy 
againft  the  Holv  Ghoft. 

'  Mr.  Paine  himfclf  favs,  "  The  o-reat  trait  in  the  character  of 
Jefus  Chriflis  philanthropy."  Why  fliould  Mr.  Paine,  then,  op- 
pofe  the  prevalence  of  his  benign  doctrines?  Chriftlanity  is  a  friend 
to  order,  but  an  enemy  to  defpotifm  of  every  kind  and  degree. 
Why  Ihouid  Mr.  Paine,  then,  join  with  the  wicked  defpots  of  the 
earth,  in  the  endeavour  to  exterminate  chrillianiry  i  The  late  king 
of  Pruffia,  the  greateft  defpot  and  butcher  of  mankind,  was  the 
prince  of  the  unbelievers.  He  made  infideHty  a  fafliion  in  France; 
and  behold  the  confequences !  May  they  never  extend  to  this  coun- 
try ;  where,  God  grant  that  liberty  may  continue  unimpaired  by 
defpotifm  or  licentioufnefs  ;  and  religion  flourifli,  uncorrupted  by 
hypocrify  or  fuperftition,  and  unftiaktn  by  the  aflauks  of  infidelity.' 
Vol.  ii.  p.  558. 


Addrefs  to  a  1  oung  Lady  on  her  Entrance  into  the  World.   2  Fols. 
8z^o.     los.  Boards.     Hookham  (3?^:/ Carpenter.     1796. 

'T^HE  emancipation  of  a  young  lady  from  the  confinement 
"'■  of  leflbns  and  mafters,  and  her  entrance  on  the  world  of 
faftiion  and  folly,  makes  fo  important  an  sera  in  her  life,  and 
fo  dangerous  a  one  too,  that  the  young  adventurer  cannot  be 
too  ftrongly  guarded  by  the  virtuous  fpells  of  good  advice  and 
inftru6lion,  againll  the  blighting  influences  her  good  difpofi- 
tions will  be  expofed  to. — At  this  momentous  period,  the  ten- 
der parent,  the  afliduous  governefs,  fliould  redouble  their  ef- 
forts to  leave  the  young  mind  with  the  ftrongeft  imprelTiOn  of 
thofe  principles,  whofe  firmnefs  is  foon  to  be  brought  to  the 
tefl;  of  real  occahon  and  arduous  trial. 

With  fuch  views  thefe  volumes  are  prefented  to  the  yourg 
female  world.  In  the  Introdu£lion  they  are  fald  to  be  the  pro- 
duiSlion  of  a  governefs,  on  the  point   of  leaving  a  beloved 
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pupil  of  rank  and  fortune.  Under  thefe  circumftances  w(^ 
fhould  naturally  expetl  much  appropriate  advice,  and  a  clofd 
obfervation  of  female  manners,  if  not  a  finifhed  fyftcm  of  fe- 
male ethics.  We  confcfs,  therefore,  we  were  difappointed  to 
find  that  the  work  is  divided  into  feparate  cfTays,  fo  like  to 
downright  fermonSj  that  it  might  lead  a  reader  inclined  to 
icepticifnij  to  doubt  the  reality  of  theoccafion  on  which  they 
are  faid  to  have  been  written. 

The  fubjetts  treated  of  in  the  firft  volume  are— 0«  reading 
the  Scriptures. — On  the  Sabbath. — OnTruth- — On  Content  \ — 
in  the  fecond — On  Fortitude* — On  Pride. — 0)i  the  Duties  of 
Children  to  Parents. — They  are  good  ferious  difcourfes,  and 
contain  truths  important  to  male  and  female,  co  young  and 
old  ;  but,  except  in  the  laft,  we  (iifcern  no  peculiar  fuitabili- 
ty,  and  hardly  any  reference,  to  the  female  charaQer  or  deiti- 
nation.  It  is  not  probable,  therefore,  that  young  women  will 
read  them  with  any  greater  degree  of  interell,  than  they  would 
any  other  good  treatifes  on  the  fame  fubjedls.  The  duties  of 
children  to  parents,  though  refpefting  both  fexes,  are  for 
many  reafons  more  peculiarly  binding  on  daughters, — and  the 
tender  attentions  which  a  mother  may  claim  from  a  child  of 
her  own  fex,  particularly  if  refiding  with  her,  are  very  pro- 
perly and  forcibly  infiited  on  in  the  lafh  elTay,  which  we 
therefore  recommend  to  the  ferious  perufal  of  thofe  young 
ladies  into  whofe  hands  it  may  fall.  We  were  glad  to  find 
the  author  folicitous  for  the  comfort,  not  only  of  mothers, 
but  of  gi-andmothers,  who  are  too  often  treated  with  an  un- 
feeling contempt  and  negle6l  by  thofe  young  people,  who 
feldom  fail  to  remember  when  grown  up,  that  their  mother 
allowed  them  to  defpife  their  grandmother,  and  to  reflecSl:  that 
fne  was  daugliter  to  that  grandmother.  We  cannot  help 
thinking  that  if  parents  were  more  folicitous  to  inculcate  on 
their  children  an  affectionate  refpe(St  and  deference  for  their 
elder  I'elatives,  they  would  often  find  the  advantage  of  it  in 
being  enabled  to  manage  and  bring  up  their  children,  without 
the  venal  and  therefore  iefs  defirabie  afiiftauce  of  teachers 
and  governefles. 

'  Is  thei'e  then  no  fource  of  comfort  left  on  earth  for  thofe  who, 
labouring  through  the  decline  of  life,  feel  a  folicitude  for  the  con- 
foling  attendance  of  their  pro^^cny,  hardly  Iefs  urgent  than  nature 
H'ould  fiifFer,  were  the  noiirilhtnent  nectflary  to  exiltence  withheld  ? 
Mufl:  claims  the  mofl  facred  be  made  but  to  incur  negledl  ?  Muft 
hopes  which  arife  from  fondnefs,  be  formed  only  to  be  killed  by 
difappointment  ?  There  niiiy  ftill  a  refource  be  found  amid  thefe 
jnortific-itions ;  a  fecond  £cneration  is  riling'  :  the  grand-dau2;hters 
cannot  yet  be  pre-occupied  by  the  duties  of  fafliion  ;  they  are  not 
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*et  this  fiaves  of  dilTipation ;  the_V  have  leii'ure  to  furnifh  fome  of 
thofe  confolations  which  a  mother's  unremitting  engagements  deny 
her  t fie  opportunity  of  fupplying  :  their  natural  gaiety  may  chear 
the  gloom  of  folitude,  their  vivacity  and  fond  alnduity  lighten  the 
weary  mind  of  its  laflitude,  and  footh  the  heavy  hours  ot  languor 
and  pain. 

'  Shall  that  age  which  fees  its  youth  renewed  in  its  grandchildren, 
be  denied  the  enjoynaent  of  their  fociety  ?  Can  there  be  any  impe- 
diments to  fo  dear  and  juft  a  pleafure  ?  Alas!  there  are  impedi- 
ments, raifed  even  by  her  whofe  perfonal  attention  to  a  parent 
ought  to  prevent  the  want  of  any  other  gratification.  She  deems 
it  too  heavv  a  tafk  for  young  people  to  fpend  a  few  hours  of  each 
day  in  the  jovlefs  compainy  of  an  infirm  old  woman.  The  mo- 
ther, the  gay,  the  giddy  votary  of  pleafure,  has  herfelf  too  great  a 
dread  of  fuch  fociety,  and  too  much  tendernefs  for  her  offspring, 
to  think  fuch  a  puriilhment  any  part  of  their  duty. 

'  But  beware,  ye  unthinking  parents,  how  you  inculcate  fuch  a 
iefTon  of  inhumanitv.  How  wi!!  vour  aching;  hearts  accufe  and 
condemn  you,  when  the  conduft  it  teaches,  recoils  upon  your- 
felves  ?  Ydinly  then,  fliall  ye  regret,  having  furniftied  a  plea  for 
infenfibility,  and  fupplied  felfifhnefs  with  a  fliield  to  cover  it  from 
lliame.  Befides  the  inipolicy  of  fuch  a  IefTon,  the  notions  on 
which  it  is  founded  are  nothing  lefs  than  true. 

'  Youth  never  finds  duUnefs  where  it  has  exercife  for  its  feelings  ; 
and  every  tender  and  generous  fenfation  is  foilfed  by  a  Confciouf- 
nefs  of  power  to  communicate  relief  to  the  fufferings  of  a  perfon 
who  is  at  once  the  object  of  pity,  refpeft,  and  affection. 

*  Let  us  imagine  for  a  fnoment,  an  aged  female  furrounded  by 
her  grandchildren,  who  are  affembled  purpofely  to  contribute  to 
her  amufement  :  how  will  they  be  elated  by  the  flattering  idea  of 
being  able  to  communicate  pleafure  to  a  fu  peri  or  ?  How  melted 
into  tendernefs  by  the  fufferings  and  the  foncinefs  of  that  fuperior  ? 
How  will  the  countenance  of  the  fuJferer  be  brightened  by  the  corfi- 
placency  and  fatisfadion  which  will  tranquillize  her  mind !  She 
will  liften  to  their  little  narratives,  and  lively  failles  of  imagination, 
with  the  delight  of  partial  fondnels  :  their  emulation  to  win  her  at- 
tention, and' to  engrofs  her  notice,  will  footh,  while  it  diverts  her  : 
in  her  defireto  gratify  each  little  candidate  ambitious  of  her  favour, 
file  forgets  her  forrows,  and  catches  from  the  objefts  before  her  an 
inrermiiCon  of  fufFering,  that  feems  an  earneft  of  returning  health.' 
Yol.  ii.   p.  165. 

Equally  jufb  are  the  writer's  obfervations  on  the  faftidiouf- 
nefs  which  leads  fo  many  to  lay  afide  the  appellations  of 
relationfhip — 

'  On  this  principle,  it  is,  that  I  obje(ft  to  a  growing  cuftom  (as 
yet,  indeed,  far  from  general  in  its  infiueiict;)  of  fupprefling  the 

M  s  for.'r.s 


156  AdJtefi  to  a  Toung  Lady, 

forms  by  v  Ii'ch  the  tyes  of  nature  are  exprefTed  and  acknowled"ged« 
The  blendid  merit  of  politenefs  and  afFedion,  every  one  feels  and 
coiifelTes :  'h.'n  why  fliould  an  arbitrary  caprice  be  allowed  to  ftrike 
out  of  their  vocabulary,  words  that  are  friendly  to  the  prefervatioa 
of  reciprocal  attachment  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  plead  the  recall  of  that 
b.nniihed  exile,  coufin,  nor  to  vindicate  its  extenfive  application  in 
thole  times,  wlen  it  was  iifed  to  recognize  the  tyes  of  confanguin- 
ity  through  half-a-dozen  fucceffive  generations :  though  even  on 
this  sroiind  there  is  room  for  ar";umerit.  It  is  in  the  nearer  relative 
connexions  that  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  poffible  advantages 
can  be  expected  to  accrue  from  fubllitutlng  thofe  ceremonious  epi- 
thets, which,  have  been  judicioufly  eftabliflied,  as  appendages  of 
rank,  and  barriers  to  vulgar  familiarity,  to  fuch  as  exprefs  thofe  re- 
lations. Uncles  and  aunts,  for  inftance,  feem  to  be  hafleningdowa 
the  ftream  of  oblivion  after  the  exploded  coufin.  Father  and  mo- 
ther are  not  yet  exploded  ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared,  thev  alfo  may  fuf- 
fer  banifliment  from  polite  fociety.  It  is  not  impoffible,  that  the 
faftidioufnefs  of  fafliion  fhould  take  exception  at  any  terms  which 
are  as  familiar  to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich,  and  ufed  alike  in  the  cot- 
tage and  the  palace.  The  firft  ftep  to  this  revolution  is  made  by 
parents  themfelves,  who  always  defignate  tlieir  children  by  fuch 
titles,  or  annex  to  their  names  fuch  epithets,  as  belong  to  the  ftalion 
they  hold  in  focietv.  Will  not  children  follow  an  example  fo  fanc- 
tioned  ?  Will  the  young  be  willing  to  appear  with  lefs  fafliionable 
indifference  upon  their  entrance  on  the  flage,  than  is  dil'played  by 
thofe  who  are  retiring  from  it  r  If  the  mother  blufli  to  pronoosice 
the  endearing  name  of  daughter,  will  not  the  child  in  like  manner, 
fupprefs  the  appellation,  with  which  habit,  from  early  infancy,  had 
aflbciated  ideas  of  love,  gratitude,  and  refpeft?  Good  breeding  is 
ill  replaced  by  ceremony,  efpecially,  when  this  contradids  the  in- 
clinations of  nature.  "W^'iere  thefe  are  confident  with  filial  fenti- 
ments,  to  fubftitute  mere  politenefs  in  their  ftead,  is  abfurdity  and 
affeclation :  it  conceals  what  when  feen,  muft  excite  the  moft  agree- 
able fentiments,  and  is  abfolutely  like  wearing  a  mafic  over  a  beau- 
tiful face.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  199. 

Though  the  eiTay  from  which  we  have  quoted  the  foregoing 
extrafls  is  the  only  one  which  has  the  air  of  having  been 
originally  written  with  a  view  to  female  improvement, — fe- 
males, as^iuman  beings,  mayperufe  the  reft  of  the  publication 
v.ith  advantage,  if  they  can  ht  allured  to  the  contemplation 
of  plain  truths,  neither  fet  in  a  new  Hght  by  originality  of 
thinking,  nor  decorated  by  any  peculiar  beauties  of  ftyle  and 
manner.  In  one  or  two  places,  the  expreflion  is  rather  low» 
as  where  the  author  fpeaks  of  that  fpecies  of  lying  called 
ivhite  Iyi>7g  ;  and  now  and  then  we  fliould  object  to  the  fenti- 
nient,  as  where  pride  of  birth  is  declared  the  moll  venial  kindL 
of  pride;  nor  do  \ve  fee  why  card-playing  on  a  Sunday  is 
more  exceptionable  than  a  Sunday  concert.  A  Trca* 
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A  ^reatije  on  the  Police  of  the  Aieiropol'is^  explaining  the  va- 
rious- Crimes  and  Mif demeanors  ivhicb  at  prefotit  are  felt  as  a 
Prejfure  upon  the  Community  ;  and  fuggejling  Remedies  for 
their  Prevention.  By  a  A'lagijlraie^  atiihfr  for  the  Counties 
of  ATiddlefex^  is^c.     Svo.     bs.     Boards.     Dilly.      1796. 

MONG  the  various  concerns  demanding  the  vigilance  of 
a  government,  there  is  none  tliat  approximates  to  equal 
importance  with  an  attention  to  thofe  municipal  regulations  by 
which  the  fecurity  and  thecomfortof  apeoplearebeilpromoted. 

Whatever  pra£lical  deficiencies  may  have  occafionaily  pre- 
vented our  ov/n  lavi^s  from  completely  aflifting  thofe  indifpen- 
fable  views,  the  fpirit  and  the  aim  of  Britifh  legiilation  form 
a  topic  of  great  and  deferved  encomium  ;  but  the  molt  Hberal 
and  juft  principles  cannot,  without  a  proper  fyftem  of  appli- 
cation, be  productive  of  full  and  efficient  benefit.  It  is  not  to 
be  denied  that  the  cares  of  revenue,  and  the  tranfadtions  of 
foreign -politics,  have- too  often  occupied  the  attention  of  our 
legiflators,  to  rlic  exclufion  of  more  material  obje£ls,  and  that 
the  bufy  and  luxurious  opulence,  introduced  by  commerce, 
while  it  has  opened  innumerable  avenues  to  fraud  and  to 
crimes,  has  unfortunately  neglecled  to  promote  thofe  patrio- 
tic exertions  for  the  improvement  of  public  morals,  which  a 
comimunity  has  a  right  to  exp'e£l:  from  all  its  enlightened 
members. "  He,  therefore,  who  poflelTes  ability  and  patriotifm 
equal  to  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  who  is  difpofed  to 
exercife  it  in  times  and  under  circumftances  fo  forbidding, 
will  be  entitled  to  no  inconliderable  rank  among  the  bene'^ 
factors  of  his  country  :  if  practically  acquainted  with  the  du- 
ties of  a  magiflrate,  his  opportunities  of  information  will 
impart  peculiar  efficacy  to  his  endeavours  ;  and  he  will  at  once 
enjoy  the  credit  of  enterprife,  and  the  profpeCt  of  fuccefs.        . 

In  this  arduous  but  enviable  predicament,  is  the  author  of 
the  prefent  work  *,  who,  in  publiQung  his  opinions,  has  con- 
ferred an  obligation  on  the  public  that  cannot  be  eafily  repaid. 

After  calling  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  commercial  and  trading  concerns  of  London  and  its 
neighbourhood,  our  author  proceeds  to  account  for  the  extent 
of  the  depredations  committed  on  the  various  branches  of 
individual  and  public  property,  by  the  following,  and,  as  he 
jullly  obferves,  '  melancholy  ellimate' 

'  0/    Pel  Jons  luho  a^e  Juppofed  to  Jupfort  ihenifcl'ves  in  and  vear  the 
Metropolis  by  purfuits  either  criminal — illegal — or  iminaral. 

I.  Profefled   thieves,  burglars,  highway  robbers,   pick- 
pockets, and  river  pirates,   who  are  completely  profe- 

*  It  is  geni.-rallj',  and,  wc  believe,  truly,  attributed  to  Mr.  Juilice  Colqao- 
houn. 
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lyted, — mnny  of  whom  have  finiftied  their  education 
in  tlie  hiilks,and  fonie  at  Botany-Bay. — N.  B.  There 
will  be  a  confiderable  increafe  of  this  clafs  on  the  re- 
xv,\n  of  peace,  now  eilimated  at  about 

2.  ProfeiFed  and  known  receivers  of  ftolen  goods^  of 
whom  eight  or  ten  are  opulent, 

3.  Coiners,  cclourers,  dealers,  ver^ders,  buyers,  and  ut- 
terers  of  bafe  money,  including  counterfeit  foreign 
and  Eaft  India  coin, 

4.  Thieves,  pilferers  and  embezzlers  who  live  partly  by 
depredation,  and  partly  by  their  own  occafionai  lu- 
bonr, 

5.  River  pilferers,  viz.  Fraudulent  lumpers,  fcuffle- 
hunters,  mud-larks,  lightermen,  riggers,  artificers  and 
labourers  in  the  docks  and  arfenals, 

6.  Itinerant  Jews,  wandering  from  ftreet  to  flreet,  hold- 
ing out  temptations  to  pilfer  and  fteal,  and  Jew  boys 
crying   bad  fhiUings,  who  purchafe  articles  ftolen  by 

-  fervants,  fiable  beys,  &c.  &c.  generally  paying  in 
bafe  money, 

7.  Receivers  of  ftolen  goods,  from  petty  pilferers,  at  old 
iron  .fnops,  ftore  (hops,  rag  and  thrum  fliops,  and 
Ihops  for  fecond-hand  apparel,  including  fome  fraudu- 
lent holllers,  fmall  butchers  and  pawnbrokers, 

8.  A  clafs  of  fufpicious  charafters,  who  live  partly  by 
pilfering  and  pafiing  bafe  money — oftenfibly  cofbrd- 
mcngers,  afs  drivers,  dnftmen,  chimney-fweepers, 
rabbit  fellers,  fifti  and  fruit  fellers,  fiafii  coachmen, 
bear  baiters,  dog  keepers,  (but  in  faft:,  dog  ftcaiers), 
&c.  &c. 

g.  Perfons  in  the  charafter  of  menifil  fervants,  journey- 
men, warehoiife  porters,  and  under  clerks,  who  are 
entrufl:ed  with  property,  and  who  defraud  their  em- 
ployers in  a  little  way,  under  circumftances  where 
they  generally  elude  detection — efti'r.sted  at  about 

20.  A  clafs  of  fvvindlers,  cheats,  and  low  gamblers,  who 
are  compofed  of  idle  and  difToiute  characters  who  have 
abandoned  every  honeft  purfuit,  and  who  live  chiefly  by 
fraudulent  tranfa6lions  in  the  lottery,  as  morocco  men, 
ruffians,  bludgeon  men,  clerks  and  ailiftants,  during  the 
feafon,  who  at  other  times  affume  the  trade  of  duffers, 
hawkers  and  pedlars,  horfe  dealers,  gamblers  with  E.  O. 
tables  at  fairs,  utterers  of  bafe  money,  horfe  ftealers, 
^c.  &c. 

II.  Various  other  clafTes  of  cheats  not  included  in  the 
above, 

32.  Fraudulent  and  diflblute  publicans  who  are  conneded 
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%i  1th  criminal  people,  and  who,  to  accommodate  their 
companions  in  iniquity,  allow  their  houfes  to  be  ren- 
dezvous for  thieves,  Avindlers,  and  dealers  in  bafe 
money  i,coo 

13.  A  clafs  of  inferior  officers  belonging  to  the  cviftoms 
and  excife,  including  what  are  called  fiipernumerarie^ 
and  gliitmen,  many  of  whom  connive  at  pillage  as  well 
as  frauds  committed  on  the  revenue,  and  fliare  in  the 
plunder  to  a  very  confiderable  extent,  principally  from 
their  inability  to  fupport  themfelves  on  the  pittance  al- 
iovved  them  in  name  of  falary,  eftimated  at  i,oop 

i^.  A  numerous  clafs  of  perfons  who  keep  chandler's 
fliops  for  the  fale  of  provifions,  tea,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  to  the  poor. — The  total  number  is  eftlmated  at 
ten  thoufand  in  the  metropohs,  a  certain  proportion  of 
\vhom,  as  well  as  fmall  butchers  and  other-,,  are  known 
to  cheat  their  cuftomers  (efpecially  thofe  to  whom  they 
give  a  little  credit)  by  falfe  weights,  for  which,  ex- 
cepting in  the  pariili  of  Mary-le-bone,  there  is  no 
proper  check,  3>SQ3 

^5.  Servants,  male  and  female,  porters,  hoftlers,  ftable 
boys,  and  pofl  boys,  &c.  out  of  place,  principally 
from  ill  behaviour  and  iofs  of  charadter,  whofe  meaus 
of  living  muft  excite  fufpicion — at  all  times  about  10,009 

16.  Perfojis  called  black  legs,  and  others  profelytcd  to 
the  padion  of  gaming,  or  purfuing  it  as  a  trade,  who 
are  in  the  conftant  habit  of  frequenting  houfes  opened 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  play,  of  which  there  are  at 
leaft  fony  in  Weilminftcr,  where  Pharo  Banks  are 
kept,  or  where  Hazard,  Rouge  a'  Koir,  &c.  are  in- 
troduced. Of  thefe,  five  are  kept  in  the  houfes  of 
ladies  of  fafhion,  who  are  faid  to  receive  50I.  each 
rout,  befides  one  eighth  of  the  profits  :  feven  are  fub- 
fcription  houfes;  five  have  cuftomers  particularly  at- 
tached to  them,  and  thirteen  admit  foreigners  and 
every  idle  and  diflblute  character,  who  are  either  in- 
troduced or  known  to  belong  to  the  fraternity  oi 
gamblers,  where  a  fupper  and  wines  are  always  pro- 
vided by  the  proprietors  of  the  houfc  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  their  Guflomers,  SjOoo 

ly.  Spendthrifts — rakes— giddy  young  men  inexperi- 
enced and  in  the  purfuit  of  criminal  pleafures  —  Pro- 
fligate, loofe,  and  difiblute  characT:ers, — vitiated  them- 
felves and  in  the  daily  practice  of  feducing  others  to 
intemperance,  lewdnefs,  debauchery,  gambling,  and 
excefs,  eftimated  at  *^  3^000 
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1 8.  Foreigners  who  live  chiefly  by  oambling  ^00 

19.  Bawds  who  keep  houfes  of  ill  fame,  brothels,  and 
lodging-houfes  for  proftitiites,  2,000 

20.  Unfortunate  females  of  all  defcriptions.  whofupport 
themfelves  chiefly  or  wholly  by  proftitiitioii,  50,000 

21.  Strangers  out  of  work  who  have  wandered  up  to 
London  in  fearch  of  employment,  and  without  recom- 
mendation, generally  in  confeq'.ience  of  fome  mifde- 
meanor  committed  in  the  country,  at  all  times  above  1,000 

22.  Strolling  minftrels,  ballad  lingers,  Ihow  men,  trum- 
peters, and  gipfits  i>5oo 

£5.  Grubbers,  gin-drinking  diflblute  women,  and  defti- 
tute  boys  and  girls,  naadering  and  prowling  about  ia 
the  flreets  and  bye- places  after  chips,  nails,  old  metals, 
broken  glafs,  paper,  twine,  &c.  &c.  who  are  conftantly 
on  the  watch  to  pilfer  when  an  opportunity  offers  2,000 

24-  Common  beggars  and  vagrants  afking  alms,  fuppo- 

fing  one  to  every  two  Ifreets  SsQOO 


Total  1 1 5,000' 


p.    VII. 


Particular  details,  concerning  each  clafs  of  perfons  in  this 
(hocking  calculation,  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  work.  The 
author  follows  his  edimate  with  many  judicious  and  admira- 
ble remarks  on  our  fyftem  of  criminal  jurifprudence,  to  the 
incongruous  and  defe6live  flate  of  which,  he  attributes  moft 
of  the  depredations  and  diforders  that  affecl  the  property  and 
peace  of  the  community.  Like  the  humane  and  penetrating 
Beccaria,  he  is  an  advocate  for  the  certainty  of  punifhment, 
rather  than  the  feverity  of  laws,  and  jullly  obferves,  that  in 
the  execution  of  a  fanguinary  criminal  code— 

*  Little  penetration  is  required,  to  fee  that  it  mufl,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  defeat  the  ends  which  were  meant  lo  be  attained,  namely, 
The  prevention  of  crimes.'     p.  5. 

and  again — 

*  If  it  were  pofl!ible  to  form  a  fcale  of  ofrences  with  a  corre- 
fponding  punilliment  applicable  to  each,  and  afcending  from  the 
flight  mifdenieanor  in  progreffive  gradation  to  the  highell  crimes  of 
forgery,  arfon,  murder,  and  treafon,  the  guilty  would  not  fo  fre- 
quently efcape  the  punifliments  of  the  law ;  and  the  numerous 
hordes  of  thieves  and  fraudulent  people  who  are  daily  comn.itted 
for  (lighter  offences,  woujd  not,  as  at  prefent,  be  returned  upon  (0- 
ciety  either  bv  gaol  deliveries  or  bv  acquittals.'     p.  7. 
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*  The  method  of  inflifting  punifliments  ought  always  to  be  pro, 
pordoned  to  the  end  it  is  meant  to  ferve.  That  boundary  fliould 
never  be  exceeded,  and  where  death  does  not  attach  to  the  crime, 
the  reformation  and  future  utility  of  the  convidl  to  the  ftate  fliould 
conftantiy  form  a  leading  feature  in  our  criminjal  jurifprudence.' 
p.  9. 

The  friend  of  his  fpecies  will  be  gratified  in  perceiving  that 
the  opinions  of  a  gentleman,  actually  and  extenfively  engaged 
in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  thus  coincide  with  principles, 
v/hich,  however  admired  by  many,  have  been  thought  to 
partake  more  of  philofophic  benevolence  than  of  practical 
eligibility. 

The  caufes  of  the  frequent  inefficacy  of  our  prefent  fyftem 
of  municipal  regulation,  for  the  purpofes  of  public  fecurity, 
are  ftated  by  the  writer  of  this  treatife,  in  the  follov/ing 
order — 

*  I.  The  imperfeftions  in  the  criminal  code  ;  and  in  manyinftances, 
its  deficiency,  with  refpeft  to  the  mode  of  punifhment,  as  well  as  to 
many  other  regulations,  provifions,  and  reftraints,  applicable  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  fociety,  for  the  purpofe  oi  preventing  crimes. 

'  2.  The  want  of  an  a£l:ive  principle,  calculated  to  concentrate 
and  connedt  the  whole  police  of  the  metropolis  and  the  nation,  and 
reduce  the  general  management  to  fyftem  and  method  by  the  inter- 
polition  of  a  fuperintending  agency,  compofed  of  able,  intelligent, 
and  indefatigable  men,  afting  under  the  direction  and  control  of  his 
majefty'sprincipalfecretaryofftateforthehomedepartmentjOnwhora 
would  devolve  the  fubordinate  care  and  direction  of  the  general  po- 
lice of  the  metropolis,  fo  as  to  obtain,  by  the  introduction  of  order 
and  arrangement,  and  by  efforts  of  labour  and  exertion,  a  complete 
hiftory  of  the  connexions,  and  purfuits  of  all  or  moft  of  the  crimi- 
nal and  fraudulent  perfons  who  refort  to  the  m,etropolis,  v/hether 
natives  or  foreigners,  forminor  from  fuch  materials  a  aeneral  and 
complete  reglfter  of  every  known  offender,  and  thereby  eflablifh  a 
clue  for  their  detection,  as  often  as  thev  are  charged  with  commit- 
ting  depredations  on  the  public — with  power  to  reward  officers  of 
juftice,  and  all  other  perfons,  whofe  fervices  are  found  to  be  ufe- 
ful  in  the  difcovery  or  deteftion  of  delinquents  of  every  defcrip- 
tion. — To  keep  a  regifter  of  property  flolen,  or  procured  by  fvvind- 
ling,  or  fraudulent  tranfaftions  in  the  metropolis,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  Great  Britain : — To  eflablifh  a  correfpondence  with  the 
magiitrates  in  town  and  country,  foas  to  be  able  more  effeftually  to 
watch  the  mptions  of  criminal  offenders,  with  a  view  to  quick  and 
immediate  detefVion,  and  to  thofe  embarraffments  which  a  vigilant 
and  as5live  police  may  place  in  the  way  of  every  clafs  of  offenders, 
(0  as  to  diminilh  crimes  by  increafing  the  rifque  of  detection  :  under 

circum- 
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circumflances  too,  where  a  cen,tre  point  would  be  formed,  and  all 
the  general  affairs  of  the  police  condvifted  with  method  and  regula- 
rity : — where  magiftrates  would  find  affiflance  and  information,  and 
V'here  great  lines  of  police,  fiich  as  the  coinage  of  bafe  money,  the 
lottery  offenders,  and  the  care  and  difpofal  of  convi£ts  according  to 
their  different  fentences,  would  be  taken  up,  and  conduced  with 
that  intelligence  and  benefit  to  the  country,  arifing  from  the  atten- 
tion of  men  of  biifinefs  being  dirtdcd  to  thefe  objecl&,  diftincV 
from  all  other  afT'i:irs  of  ftate;  and  confined  principally  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  the  preventioa  of 
crimes. 

'  3.  An  extenfion  of  the  inftitution  of  police  magiilrates  to  the 
dock  yai'da,  and  to  other  great  commer<^lal  and  manufacluringtown? 
where  there  are  no  corporations  or  funds  for  the  adminiflration  of 
public  jiillice. 

'.  4.  The  want  of  a  public  profecutor  for  the  crown,  in  all  cri- 
ffiinai  cafes,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  frauds  in  the  admiuiftra- 
tion  of  juflice. 

'  5.  The  want  of  a  more  corre(!!t  and  regular  lyftem  for  (he  pur- 
pofe of  obtaining  tl/e  fulleit  and  moft  authentic  information,  with  a 
view  to  pardons. 

'  6.  The  fyftem  of  the  hulks. 

*  7.  The  want  of  an  improved  fyftem  with  regard  to  the  arrange- 
ment and  difpofai  of  convicts — deftined  for  hard  labour  or  for 
Iranfportation. 

'  8.  The  want  of  national  penitentiary  houfes  for  the  punifliment 
and  reformation  of  certain  claiTes  of  convicts. 

*•  9.  The  want  of  a  more  folemn  mode  of  conducting  execution:^, 
whenever  fuch  dreadful  examples  are  necefTary  for  the  benefit  oi 
public  jaftice.'     ?.  29. 

Thefe  caufes  are  illuitrated  by  the  author  in  a  train  of  as  juft 
and  ingenious  reafoning,  as  we  ever  recolleft  to  have  feen  em- 
ployed on  any  topic  of  jurifprudence  ;  his  arguments  are  fup- 
ported  by  the  powerful  evidence  of  acoilecSlion  effaces,  which, 
while  they  gratify  curiofity,  and  excite  aftonifliment,  mufl 
alarm  the  public  to  a  fenfe  of  the  infecure  and  dangerous  ftate 
of  fociety,  in  which  it  has  fupinely  continued  from  day  to  day. 
At  the  end  of  a  more  particular  ftatement,  the  annual  amount 
of  the  depredations  committed  on  property  in  and  near  the  me- 
tropolis is  thus  recapitulateii — 

*  I.  Small  thefts  —         —  —  £.  710,000 

2.  Thefts  upon  the  rivers  and  quays         — '■  500,000 

3.  Thefts  in  the  dock-yards,  &:c.  on  the  Thames    300,000 

4.  Burglaries.  highway-robberieSj  S:c.         220,000 
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5.  Coining  bafe  monev  —         —         —       200.000 

6.  Forging  bills,  fvyindling,  &c.  


Total  eftimate  /.  2.100.000  ' 


p.  47. 

The  cornbinations  of  villany  by  which  this  extenfive  fyf- 
rem  of  pillage  is  practlfed,  are  defcribed  by  our  author  in 
their  various  forms  ;  his  remarks  on  the  purloining  of  naval 
ftores  from  his  majefty's  dock  yards.  Sec  and  on  the  immenfe 
quantities  of  merchandife  ftolen  from  fliips  in  the  river,  by 
lumpers  and  other  perfons  employed  in  dilcharging  their  car- 
|;oes,  well  merit  the  ferious  attention  of  government,  and  of  the 
merchants  of  London  ;  the  latter,  in  particular,  are  confidera- 
bly  indebted  to  this  publication,  as  it  defcriDes  the  mod  efre£lu- 
al  means  by  which  their  property  may  be  fecured  from  plun- 
der, and  places  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  new  fcheme 
for  wet  docks,  in  a  very  flriklng  point  of  view. 

The  author  attributes  the  great  prevalence  of  thefe  ani 
Other  fpecies  of  robbery,  to  the  fyllematic  encouragement 
given  to  the  various  clafles  of  thieves,  by  receivers  of  flioieii 
goods,  who  are  defcribed  as  carrying  on  a  moft  lucrative  and 
nefarious  trafhc  in  property  difhoneftly  acquired,  under  the 
oftenfible  and  pretended  trades  of  pav/nbrokers,  dealers  in 
old  Iron,  rags,  &c.  &c.  To  deftroy  radically  this  notorious 
evil,  many  fagacious  regulations  are  fuggefted  in  a  fubfequent 
part  of  the  work. — Coining,  tViat  peculiarly  mifchievous  mode 
-of  depredation  on  the  public,  is  expofed  by  our  author  through 
all  the  branches  in  which  it  is  pratlifed  by  the  ^perverted  in- 
genuity of  a  very  numerous  clafs  of  offenders :  the  following 
remark  and  anecdote  are  felctSled  from  a  mafs  of  information 
pn  the  fubject,  that  would  aitonifn  our  readers — 

*  It  is  Impoffible  to  eftimate  the  aniount  of  this  h^fe  money 
which  has  entered  into  the  circulation  of  the  country  during  the  laft 
twenty  years  :  but  it  muft  be  immenfe,  fmce  one  of  the  principal 
coiners  in  the  flat  v.'ay  who  has  lately  left  off  buiinefs,  and  made 
fome  important  difcoveries,  acknowledged  to  a  nr^girtrate  of  police, 
that  he  had  coined  to  the  extent  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  in  counterfeit  half-crowns,  including  other  Dafe  filver 
inoncy,  in  a  period  of  feven  years,  which  is  the  lels  furpriiing,  as 
two  perfons  can  flamp  and  finlfli  to  the  amount  of  from  200I.  to 
300I.  a  week.'     p.  119. 

From  a  defcriptlon  of  feveral  clafies  of  cheats,  who  prey  on 
^orance  and  credulity,  we  extradl  a  curious  article — 

^  A  il.ifs  of  chat i^  QT  female  lunk^rs^  wh  accofnmodate  larroxa- 
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•.vomeny  an il  oilers^  ivho  ftll JiJJi^  fruity  vcgetaJdes,  CsV.  in  ihe.flreets, 
nith  five  (hillings  a  day  (the  iifual  diurnal  ftock  in  trade  in  fuch 
cafes)  for  the  ufe  of  which,  for  twelve  hours,  they  obtain  a  pre- 
mium of  fix- pence  when  the  n^oney'  is  returned  in  the  evening, 
receiving  thereby  at  this  rate,  about  feven  pounds  ten  fiiiilings  a  year 
for  every  five  fiiiilings  they  lend  out ! 

*  A  police  magiftrate,  on  difcovering  this  extraordinary  fpecies 
of  fraud,  attempted  to  explain  to  a  barrovy-w.oman  on  whom  it  was 
prafiifed,  that  by  faving  up  a  fingle  five  fiiiilings,  and  not  laying 
any  part  of  it  out  in  gin,  but  keeping  the  whole,  flie  would  fave 
7I.  los.  a  year,  wliich  feemed  to  allonifli  her  and  to  ftagger  her  be- 
lief;—  but  it  is  to  be  feared  had  no  effeft  upon  her  future  conduct 
iince  it  is  evident  that  this  improvident  and  diirolute  clafs  of  females 
have  no  other  idea  than  that  of  making  tiie  day  and  the  way  alike 
long. — Their  profits  (which  are  often  confiderably  augmented  by 
dealing  in  bafe  money,  in  addition  to  fruit,  vegetables,  &c.)  feldom 
Jaft  over  the  day,  forthey  never  fail  to  have  a  luxurious  dinner,  and 
a  hot  flipper,  with  abundance  of  gin  and  porter:  —  looking  in  ge- 
neral no  farther  than  to  keep  whole  the  original  ftock,  with  the  fix-l 
pence  of  intereft,  which  is  paid  over  to  the  female  banker  in  the 
evening  :  and  a  new  loan  obtained  on  the  following  morning  of  th?| 
fame  five  fiiiilings  again  to  go  to  market.'     p,  182. 

{To  he  continued.^ 
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Pierre.  TranJJated  by  Henry  Hunter,  D.  D  Alini/ier  o/l 
the  Scots  Church.y  London- J4'' all.  5  Vols.  'Svo,  ll.  I0s.\ 
Boards.     Dilly.      1 796. 

T  ES  Etudes  de  la  Nature,  by  St.  Pierre,  was  firfl:  publiflie^j 
-*--'  in  1784.  It  is  a  philofophical  work  with  a  moral  tenden- 
cy. The  de/ign,  which  is  partly  (imilar  to  that  of  Derhaml 
in  his  Phyrico-theology,  is  to  difplay  the  perfections  of  thel 
Supreme  Being,  by  inveftigating  the  order  and  harmony  ofl 
the  univerfe,  and  to  anfwer  the  objeclions  of  atheifts  an(jj 
fceptics.  Nothing,  however,  can  be  move  different  than  the! 
execution  of  thcfe  two  works.  The  Engliih  philofopher  isl 
concife,  dry,  and  methodical.  The  Frenchman  is  defultoryj 
and  eccentric  to  the  greateft  degree,  but  difplays  a  fine  ima- 
gination, the  mod  brilliant  colouring,  and  a  warmth  of  phil-;! 
anthropy  and  piety,  wliich  does  the  grcateil  liohour  to  hisj 
feelings. 

St.  Pierre  is  an  admirer  and  difciple  of  RoufTeau  ;  he  has 
caught  no  fmall  portion  of  that  author's  glowing  fenfibilit 
and   powers  of  defcription,  he  refembles  him  likewife  in  the! 
querulous  difpofition  of  a  difappoint:;d  man  y  but  his  wounded! 
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feelings  only  exhale  themfelves  in  a  fublime  and  tender  melan- 
choly, which  breaks  forth  in  many  parts  of  his  works,  and 
which  inclines  hini  to  a  love  of  wild  and  folicary  nature,  or 
to  a  predileftion  for  that  fimplicity  in  the  manners  of  men, 
which,  is  fuppofcd  to  be  the  refult  of  uncultivated  life. 

As  a  philofopher,  St.  Pierre  is  particularly  diftinguifhed  by 
a  new  theory  of  the  tides,  which,  according  to  him,  proceed 
from  the  alternate  fu lion  of  the  polar  ices  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun  •,  to  this  caufe  he  attributes  the  currents,  which  he  is  fan- 
guine  enough  to  fuppofe  might  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  fyllem  as 
to  make  it  poffible 

'  To  nialntain  a  reguhr  mutual  correfpondence,  free  of  all  ex- 
penfc,  over  all  the  maritime  countries  of  the  globe.  It  mighf, 
perhaps,  be  poffible,  by  rhefe  means,  to  turn  to  very  good  account 
thofe  vail:  forefls  which  cover  the  northern  diftrifts  of  Europe  and 
of  America,  confifiing  moftly  of  fir,  and  which  rot  on  the  face  of 
thofe  deferted  lands,  without  producing  any  benefit  to  man.  They 
might  be  committed,-  in  fummer,  in  well-compa6ted  floats,  firft  to 
the  current  of  the  rivers,  and  afterward  to  that  of  the  ocean,  which 
would  convey  them,  at  leaft,  to  the  latitude  of  our  coafts  which 
are  ftripped  of  planting,  as  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  pours  every 
year  into  Holland,  prodigious  rafts  of  oak,  felled  in  the  forefts  of 
Germany.  The  wrecks,  of  the  naval  engagement  off  Oflend,  con- 
veved  with  fuch  rapidity  as  far  as  the  Azores,  dilco'ver,  in  fome 
degree,  the  extent  of  the  refources  which  nature  offers  to  fupply  in 
this  way.'     Vol.  i.   p.  Ixiv. 

*  A  common  glafs  bottle  might  preferve  fuch  a  depofit  for  ages 
on  the  furface  of  the  deep,  and  waft  it  repeatedly  from  pole  to  pole. 
It  is  not  for  the  fake  of  our  haughty  and  unfeeling  academicians, 
who  refufe  to  fee  any  thing  in  nature,  which  they  have  not  im,a- 
gined  in  their  clofet,  it  is  not  for  them  that  I  thus  dwell  on  the  de- 
tail, and   the   application  of  thefe  oceanic  harmonies ;  no,  it  is  for 
your  fake,  unfortunate  mariners !   It  is  from  the  mitigation  of  the 
woes  to  which  your  profeffion  expofes  you,  that  I  one  day  expe<ft 
my  nobleft  and  moft  durable  recompence.     One  day,  perhaps,  a 
wretched  individual  of  your  defcription,  fhipwrecked  on  a  d'efert 
illand,  may  intruil  to  the  currents  of  the  feas,  the  fad  talk  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  habitations  of  men,  the  news  of  his  difafter,  and 
of  imploring  affillance.     Some   Ceyx,  perhaps,    perifliing  amidft 
the  tempefts  of  Cape  Horn,  may  cliarge  them  to  waft  his  expiring 
farewell ;  and  the  billows  of  the   fouthern   hemifphere  ihail  fpeed 
the  tender  figh  to  the  fliores  of  Europe,  to  foothe  the  anguifti  of 
ibme  future  Alcyone.'     Vol.  i.  p.  Ixv. 

'  ,He  is  a  great  enemy  to  the  Newtonian  philofophy,  and 
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feem»  very  much  difpofcd  to  difbclieve  even  the  diurnal  motion 
of  the  earth.  It  may  be  true,  he  fays,  that  the  earth  movesi 
and  not  the  fun  ;  but  he  has  never  been  able  to  get  over  the 
difficulty,  that  when  a  heavy  body  is  thrown  into  the  air,  it 
ought,  acconling  to  the  Newtonian  fyftem,  to  fall  many  miles 
from  the  place  where  it  is  thrown  up.  A  difficulty  this,  which 
every  child,  after  a  fmgle  lelldn  in  allronomy,  is  able  to  re- 
folve. 

It  is  not  very  eafy  to  analyfe  a  work  which  has  very  little  of 
method,  and  yet  embraces  a  great  variety  of  objects,  morale 
political,  and  fcientific, — which  aims  to  unite  fentiment  with 
philofophy,  and  the  flowers  of  defcription  with  the  fingularity 
of  novel  theories.  The  work  opens  in  a  manner  well  calcu- 
lated to  imprefs  on  the  reader's  mind  that  infinite  variety  of 
the  productions  of  nature,  which  mocks  all  calculation.  The 
author  had  formed  the  defign,  he  ttlls  us,  of  compofing  a  ge- 
neral hi  (lory  of  nature,  but  was  deterred  from  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing incident — ■ 

'  One  day,  in  fummer,  while  I  was  bufied  in  the  arrangement  of 
fome  obfervations  which  I  had  made,  refpeding  the  harmonies 
difcoverable  in  this  globe  of  ours,  I  perceived,  on  a  ftrawberry 
f)lant,  which  had  been,  accidentally,  placed  in  my  window,  feme 
fmall  winged  infects,  fo  very  beautiful,  that  I  took  a  fancy  to  de- 
fcribe  them.  Next  day,  a  different  fort  appeared,  which  I  pro- 
ceeded, likewife,  to  defcribe.  In  the  courfe  of  three  weeks,  no 
Jeis  than  thirty-feven  fpecies,  totally  diftinft,  had  vifited  my  ftraw- 
berry plant :  at  hngth,  thev  came  in  fuch  crowds,  and  prefented 
fuch  variety,  that  I  was  conllrained  to  relinquifli  this  ftiidy,  though 
highly  amufing,  for  want  of  leifure,  and,  to  acknow>ledge  the  truthj 
for  want  of  expreffion. 

'  The  infects,  which  I  had  obferved,  were  all  diftinguifliable  . 
from  each  other,  by  their  colours,  their  forms,  and  their  motions. 
Some  of  them  flione  like  gold,  others  were  of  the  colour  of  filver, 
and  of  brafs ;  fome  were  fpotted,  fome  ftripcd  ;  they  were  blue,, 
green,  brown,  chefnut  coloured.  The  heads  of  fome  were  round- 
ed like  a  turban,  thofe  of  others  were  drawn  out  into  the  figure  of 
a  cone.  Here  it  was  dark  as  a  tuft  of  black  velvet,  there  it  fpark- 
led  like  a  ruby. 

'  There  vvas  not  lefs  diverfity  in  their  v/ings.  In  fome  they 
M'ere  long  and  brilhant,  like  tranfparent  plates  of  mother-of-pearl ; 
in  others,  fnort  and  broad,  refembling  net-work  of  the  fineft  gauze. 
Each  had  his  particular  manner  of  difpoiing  and  managing  his 
wings.  Some  difpofed  theirs  perpendicularly,  others,  horizontally ; 
and  they  feemed  to  take  pkafure  in  difplaying  them.  Some  flew; 
Ipirally,  after  the  nranner  of  butterflies ;  others  fprung  into  the  air, 
directing  their  flight  in  oppofition  to  the  wind,  by  amechanifru 
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i  omevvhat  fimilar  to  that  of  a  paper-kite,  v;hich,  in  rlfing,  forms 
s-lth  the  axis  of  the  wind,  an  angle.  I  think,  of  twenty-two  de- 
grees and  a  half. 

'  Some  ahghted  on  the  plant  to  depofit  their  eggs  ;  others,  merely 
to  (lielter  thernfelves  from  the  fun.  But  thg  greateft  part  paid  this 
vifit  from  reafons  totally  unknown  to  me  :  for  fome  went  and  can-:e, 
in  an  incellant  motion,  while  others  moved  only  the  hinder  part  of 
their  bodv.  A  great  many  of  them  remained  entirely  mofionlcfs, 
and  were'iikc  me,  perhaps,  employed  in  making  obfervations. 

'  I  fcorned  to  pav  any  attention,  as  being  already  fufficiently 
known,  to  ail  the  other  tribes  of  infeds,  which  my  ftrawberry  plant 
had  attra£led  ;  fuch  as  the  fnail,  which  neftles  under  the  leaves  ; 
the  butterfly,  which  Eatters  around  ;  the  beetle,  which  digs  about 
it's  roots  ;  the  fmall  worm,  which  contrives  to  live  in  the  paren- 
chyme,  that  is,  in  the  mere  thicknefs  of  a  leaf;  the  wafp  and  ho- 
ney-bee, which  hum  around  the  blofToms  ;  the  gnat,  which  fucks 
the  juices  of  the  ftem  ;  the  ant,  which  licks  up  the  gnat  ;  and,  t« 
make  no  longer  an  enumeration,  the  fpider,  which,  in  order  to  find 
a  prey  in  thefe,  one  after  another,  diftends  his  fnares  over  the  whole 
vicinity.'     Vol.  i.   p.  3. 

He  proceeds  to  defcrib^;,  with  equal  fancy  and  ingenuity, 
tlie  different  appearances  which  their  habitations  mud  exhibit 
to  thefe  minute  animals — 

*  But  it  was  not  fufficient  to  cbferve  it,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expref- 
iion,  from  the  heights  of  my  greatnefs  ;  for,  in  this  cafe,  my  know- 
led?e  would  have  been  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  one  of  the  infefts, 
who  made  it  their  habitation.     Not  one  of  them,  on  exam.ining  it 

•  with  his  little  fphericai  eyes,  but  mufl  have  diftinguiflied  an  infinite 
variety  of  objefls,  which  I  could  not  perceive  without  the  affiflance 
of  a  microfcope,  and  after  much  laborious  refearch.  Nay,  their 
eyes  are  inconceivably  fuperior  evento  this  inflrument ;  for  it  fliews 
us  the  objecf^s  only  which  are  in  it's  focus,  that  is,  at  the  diftance 
of  a  fi:\v  lines ;  whereas  they  perceive,  by  a  raechanifm  of  vvhi(Si 
we  have  no  conception,  thofe  which  are  near,  and  thofe  which  are 
far  off.     Their  eyes,  therefore,  are,  at  once,  microfcopes  and  tele* 

•  f<:opeo.'      Vol.  i,    p.  6. 


*  It  is  credible,  then,  from  analog}-,  that  there  are  animals  feed- 
ifig  on  the  leaves  of  plants,  like  the  cattle  in  our  meadows,  and  oa 
our  mountains ;  which  repofe  under  the  Ihade  of  a  dovv-n  imj)er* 
ceptible  to  the  naked  eye,  and  which,  from  goblets  formed  like  i'o 
many  funs,  quaff  neclar  of  the  cc»iOur  of  gold  and  lilver.  Each 
part  of  the  flower  mufL  prefent,  to  them,  a  fpeflacle  of  which  we 
can  form  no  idea.  The  yellow  antherce  of  flowers,  fufpended  By 
fillets  of  while,  exhibit  to  their  eyes,  double  rafters  of  gold  in  equi- 
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librio,  on  pillars  fairer  than  ivory;  the  corolla,  an  arch  of  \m* 
bounded  magnitude,  enibcUJfiied  with  the  ruby  and  the  topaz  j  ri- 
vers of  neftar  and  honey  ;  the  other  parts  of  the  flowret,  cups< 
tirns,  pavilions,  domes,  which  the  human  architeft  and  goldfmith 
have  not  yet  learned  to  imitate. 

'  I  do  not  fpeak  thus  from  conjefture  :  for  having  examined, 
one  day,  by  the  microfcope,  the  flowers  of  thyme,  I  diftinguiflied 
in  them,  with  equal  furprize  and  delight,  fuperb  flagons,  with  a 
long  neck,  of  a  fubftp.nce  refembHng  amtthyft,  from  the  gullets  of 
which  feemed  to  flow  ingots  of  liquid  gold.  I  have  never  made 
obfervation,  of  the  corolla  fimply,  of  the  fmallefl:  flower,  without 
finding  it  compofed  of  an  admirable  fubftance,  half  tranfparent, 
ftudded  with  brilliants,  and  fliining  in  the  moft  lively  colours. 

'  The  beings  which  live  under  a  reflex  thus  enriched,  mufi:  have 
ideas,  very  different  from  ours,  of  light,  and  of  the  other  pheno- 
mena of  nature.  A  drop  of  dew,  filtering  in  the  capillary,  and 
tranfparent,  tubes  of  a  plant,  prefents,  to  them,  thoufands  of  caf- 
C'ldes ;  the  fame  drop,  fixed  as  a  wave  on  the  extremity  of  one  of 
it's  prickles,  an  ocean  without  a  (hore ;  evaporated  into  air,  a  vaft 
aerial  fea.  They  muft,  therefore,  fee  fluids  afcending,  inftead  oJ 
failing  ;  aflliming  a  globular  form,  inftead  of  finking  to  a  level  ; 
and  mounting  into  the  air,  inftead  of  obeying  the  power  of  gravi- 
ty.'    Vol.  i.  p.  8. 

The  ingenious  author  tells  us,  that  when  he  had  confidered 
all  thefe  things,  he  found  himfelf  in  the  condition  of  the 
child,  who  with  a  fhell  had  dug  a  hole  in  the  fand  to  hold  the 
water  of  the  ocean.  Turning  therefore  from  a  plan  fo  vafl, 
he  profeftes  to  confine  himftlf  to  anfwering  fome  of  the  ob- 
jedlions  to  the  laws  of  natureand  the  wiidom  of  providence, 
and  giving,  in  flight  llretches,  fome  idea  of  their  tendencies. 
His  aim  feems  to  be  chiefly  to  illuftrate  what  he  calls  the  har- 
monies  of  nature;  that  is,  the  adaptation  of  a  plant,  an  ani- 
mal, to  the  foil,  the  climate,  and  other  circumftances  with 
which  it  is  connetted.  flis  obfervations  are  ingenious,  but 
many  of  them  fanciful ;  and  his  folicitude  to  difcover  final 
caufes  (which,  where  they  can  be  fairly  predicated,  throw  the 
flrongeft  intereft  into  philofophical  djfquifitions)  often  leads 
him  into  the  regions  of  vague  conje£lure  or  fanciful  analogy. 
The  following  lines  are  a  fpecimen  of  the  pidturefque  powers 
cf  his  pencil — 

'  Let  thefe  laborious  exertions  be  relaxed  ever  fo  little,  and  all 
thefe  pettv  levellings  will  prefently  be  confounded  under  the  general 
levelling  cf  continents,  and  all  this  culture,  the  work  of  man,  dif- 
appears  before  that  of  nature.  Our  flieets  of  water  degenerate 
into  marflies  ;  our  hedge-row  elms  burft  into  luxuriancy  ;  every 
bower  is  choked,  every  avenue  clofes :  the  vegetables  natural  to 
6  each 
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€ach  loll  declare  war  againfl  the  Grangers ;  the  ftarry  thiflle  and 
vigorous  verbafcum,  ftifle  under  their  broad  leaves  the  Englifii  fhort 
grafly  fod ;  thick  crops  of  rye-grafs  and  trefoil  gather  round  the 
trees  of  Paleftihe  ;  the  bramble  fcrambles  along  their  ftem,  with  it's 
prickly  claws,  as  if  mounting  a  breach  ;  tufts  of  nettles  take  pof- 
feflion  of  the  urn  of  the  Naiads,  and  forefts  of  reeds,  of  the  forges 
cf  Vulcan ;  greenifh  fcales  of  minium  corrode  the  faces  of  owt 
Venufes,  without  paying  any  refpeft  to  their  beauty.  The  trees 
themfelves  lay  fiege  to  the  caftle  ;  the  wild  cherry,  the  elm,  the 
maple,  mount  upon  it's  ridges,  plunge  their  long  pivots  into  it's 
lofty  pediments,  and,  at  length;,  obtain  the  viv!^ory  over  it's  haughty 
cupolas.  The  ruins  of  a  park  no  lefs  merit  the  reflexions  of  the 
facfe,  than  thofe  of  an  empire  :  they  equally  demonflrate  how  inef- 
ficient the  power  of  man  is,  when  flruggllng  againft  that  of  na* 
ture.'     Vol.  i.   p.  279. 

Great  part  of  the  firfl  volume  is  taken  up  with  Kis  new 
theory  of  the  tides  *,  in  vi^hich,  though  he  has  fhown  fome  in- 
genuity in  adapting  to  it  the  courfe  of  the  currents,  and  other 
circumftances,  moft  of  our  philofophic  readers  will  probably 
think  there  is  more  of  novelty  than  of  folidlty.  He  fuppofcs 
too,  contrary  to  known  experiment,  that  the  earth  is  elongat- 
ed at  the  poles.  This  he  fuppofes  to  be  occafioned  by  the  im- 
menfe  cupola  of  ice,  which  he  conceives  to  cover  thofe  regions, 
indeed  he  feems  inclined  to  refer  to  this  favourite  hypothefis 
all  the  phjcnomena  which  require  explanation,  even  the  differ- 
ence of  the  feafons — 

*  I  deduce  another  confequence  from  this  configuration,  li  the 
elevation  of  the  polar  ices  is  capable  of  changing  in  the  heavens 
the  apparent  form  of  the  globe,  their  weight  muft  be  fufficiently 
confiderable  to  produce  fome  influence  on  it's  motion  in  tiie  eclip- 
tic. There  is,  in  faft,  a  very  fingular  Correfpondence  between  the 
movement,  by  which  the  earth  alternately  prefents  it's  two  poles  to 
the  fun,  in  one  year,  and  the  alternate  effufions  of  the  polar  ices, 
which  take  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year.  Let  me  explain 
my  conception  of  the  way  in  which  this  motion  of  the  earth  is  the, 
effe(ft  of  thefe  effufions. 

*  Admitting,  with  aflronomers,  the  laws  of  attraction  among  the 
heavenly  bodies,  the  earth  muft  certainly  prefent  to  the  fun,  which 
attrads  it,  the  welghtiefl:  part  of  it's  globe.  Now,  this  weightiell 
part  muft  be  one  of  it's  poles,  when  it  is  furcharged  with  a  cupola 
of  ice,  of  an  extent  of  two  thoufand  leagues,  and  of  an  elevation. 
Tuperior  to  that  of  the  continents.  But  as  the  ice  of  this  pole, 
which  it's  gravity  inclines  toward  the  fun,  melts  in  proportion  to  it's 

(Vertical  approximation  to  the  fource  of  heat,  and  as,  on  tiie  con- 
Itrary,  the  ice,  of  the  oppofite  pole,  increaies  in  proportion  to  it's 

,;a  I  *  See  Crit.  Rev.  New  Arr.  Vol.  xiv.  p.  398. 
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rfiripval,  the  ncceiTary  canfcqiience  muft  be,  that  the  flrft  pofo 
becoming  lighter,  and  the  fecond  heavier,  the  centre  of  gravity 
paife-i  aiternately  from  the  one  to  tlie  other,  and  from  this  recipro-- 
cal  prepwaderancy  muft  enfiie  that  motion  of  the  globe  in  the  eclip- 
tic, which  producer  our  ^uninner  and  winter. 

'  From  this  alttrnate  preponderancy,  it  muft  likewife  happen, 
that  <)ur  hemifphere,  containing  more  land  than  the  foiithern  he- 
mifpherej  and  being,  confequently,  heavier,  it  muft  incline  toward 
the  fun  for  a  greater  length  of  time;  and  this,  too,  correfponds  to- 
the  matttT  of  fidl,  for  our  fnmmer  is  five  or  fix  days  longer  than 
Qur  winter.  A  farther  confequence  is,  that  our  pole  cannot  lofe  it's 
«;entre  of  gravity,  till  the  oppofite  pole  becomes  loaded  with  a. 
weight  of  ice  fuperior  to  the  gravity  of  our  continent,  and  of  the 
ices  of  our  hemifphere ;  and  this,  likewife,  is  agreeable  to  fact,  for 
the  ices  of  the  fouth  pole  are  more  elevated,  and  more  extenfive 
than  thole  of  the  northern  ;  for  mariners  have  not  been  able  to 
penetrate  farther  than  to  the  70th  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  whereas. 
tliey  have  advanced  no  lefs  than  8a°  north. 

'  Here  we  have  a  glimpfe  of  the  reafons  by  which  nature  was 
determin<?d  vo  divide  this  globe  into  two  hcmifpheres,  of  which  the 
one  ihould  contain  the  greateft  quantity  of  dry  land,  and  the  other 
the  greateft  quantity  of  water;  to  the  end  that  this  movement  of 
the  globe  fliould  poflefs,  at  once,  confiftency  and  verfatility.  It  is  far- 
ther evident,  why  the  fouth  pole  is  placed  immediately  in  the  midft  of 
the  feas,  far  from  the  vicinity  of  any  land  ;  that  it  n^ight  be  able 
to  load  iifelf  with  a  greater  mafs  of  marine  evaporations,  and  that 
thefe  evaporations,  accumulated  into  ice  around  it,  might  balancs 
theweight  of  the  continents  with  which  our  hemifphere  is  furcharged. 

'  And  here  I  lay  my  account  with  being  oppofed  by  a  very  for- 
midable bbjef^ion.  It  is  this.  If  the  polar  effufions  oecafion  t!ie 
e.'trth's  motion  in  the  ecliptic,  the  moment  would  come  in  which, 
it's  tu'o  poles  being  in  eqailibrio,  it  could  prefent  to  the  fun  the 
equator  only. 

'  T  acknowledge  that  I  have  no  reply  to  make  to  that  difHculty,. 
unlefs  this  be  one ;   we  muft  have  recourfe  to  an  iminediate  will  of 
the  Author  of  Nature,  who  is  pleafed  to  deftroy  the  inftant  of  this 
equilibrium,' and  who  re-eftablifliesthe  balancing  of  the  earth   on 
it's  poles,  by   Isws  with  which  we  are  unacquainted.      Now,  thii- 
conceflion  no  more  weakens  the  probability  of  the  hydraulic  caiifei 
which  I  apply  to  it,  than  that,  of  the  principle  of  the  attradion  of 
fhe  heavenly  bodies,   v/hich  attempts  to  explain  it,  J  am  bold  to 
hiy,  with  much  iefs  clearnefs.     This  very  attrafiion  would  foon  de- 
prive the  earth   of  ail  manner  of  motion,  if  it  alone  a(51ed  in  tltel 
S.ars.     If  we  would  be  fincere,  it  is  in  the  acknowledgment  of  aryl 
intelligence,  fuperior  to  our  own,  that  all  Vhe  mechanical  caufes,  of  I 
our  moft  ingenious  fyftems,   muft  iffiie.     The  will  of  GOD  is  thef 
iiltima'tum'of  all  hv.n>a,ii  kiioNviedge.'     YoL  i.   p.  203 v 
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Can  any  thing  be  more  unphilofophical  than  to  invent  a 
fyflem  which  requires  a  perpetual  niiracSc  ?  His  defcripflon  bi 
the  dekige  is  very  florid  and  full  of  imagination,  if  not  of  phi- 
iofophy — 

'  My  fiipporition  theo  is^  that,  at  the  epocha  of  this  tremendous 
cataftrcphe,  the  fun,  deviating  from  the  echptic,  advanced  from 
fouth  to  north,  and  purfued  the  diref'^ion  of  one  of  the  meridians 
which  pafies  through  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  of  the 
South-^ca.  In  this  courfe  he  heated  onhv  a  zone  of  water,  frozen 
as  well  as  fluid,  which,  through  the  grtatefl  part  of  the  circumfer 
rence  has  a  breadth  of  four  thoufand  fjve  hirndred  leaguesi  He  ex- 
trafted  long  belt5  of  land  and  fea  fogs,'  "which  accompany  the  mf  It- 
irig  of  all  ices,  of  the  chain  o^  the  Cordeliers,  of  tjie  di^erent 
branches  of  the  icy  mcjtmtains  of  Mexico,  of  Taurus,  and  of 
Imalis,  which  like  them  run  fouth  and  nor'di ;  of  the  fides  of  At- 
las, of  the  fummits  of  Teneriif,  of  Mount  Jura,  of  Ida,  of  Le- 
hnnon,  and  of  ail  the  mountains  covered  with  fnou-,  which  lay 
expofed  to  his  direct  influence.  ..      \    .    -... 

'  He  quickly  fet  on  fire,  witfi  his  vertical  flame,  -the  conftella- 
tion  of  the  bear,  and  that  of  the  c:ofs  of  the  fquth  5  and,  prefent- 
]y,  the  vafl  cupolas  of  ice,  on  both  poles,  fmoked  on  every  fide. 
All  thefe  vapours,  united  to.thofe  which  arofe  out  of  the  ocean, 
covered  the  earth  with  an  univerfal  rain.  The  action  of  the  fun's 
heat  was  farther  augmented  by  that  of  the  burning  v/inds  of  the 
fandy  zones  of  Africa  and  Ana,  which  blowing,  as  all  winds  do, 
toward  the  parts  of  the  earth  where  the  air  is  n  10(1  rarefied,  preci- 
pitated tiiemfelves,  like  battering  rams  of  fire,  toward  the  poles  of 
the  world,  where  the  fun  u'as  then  acting  with  all  ins  enei'gy. 

'  Innumerable  torrents  immediately  burft  from  the  nofthpole, 
which  was  then  the  molt  loaded  with  ice,  as  the  deluge  commrcnced 
on  the  1 7th  of  February,  that  fesfon  of  the  year,  when  winter  has 
exerted  it"s  full  power  over  our  hemifphere.  Thefe  ^torrents  ifilied 
all  at  once  from  every  flood-gate  of  the  north  ;  from  the  llraits  of 
the  fea  of  'Anadir,  from  the  deep  gulf  of  Kam^fchatka,  from  the 
Baltic  fea,  from  the  hrait  of  Waigats,  from  the  unknown  fiuices 
of  Spitzbergen  and  Greenland,  from  Hudfoifs-Bay,  and  from  that 
of  Baffin,  which  is  Itiil  more  remote.  Their  roaring  currents 
rufiied  furioufly  down,  partly  through  the  channel  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  hurled  it  up  from  the  abyfTes  of  it's  profound  bafon,  drove 
im.petuoufly  beyond  the  line,  and  their  collateral  counter-tides 
forced  back  upon  them,  and  increafed  by  the  cur/ents  from  the 
fouth  pole,  which  had  been  fet  a  flowing  at  the  fame  tim.e,  poured 
upon  our  coafts  the  moft  formidable  of  tides.  They  roiled  along, 
in  their  furges,  a  part  of  the  fpoiis  of  the  ocean,  fituated  between 
the  ancient  and  the  new  continent.  They  fpread  the  vaft  beds  of 
ftielis  which  pave  the  bottoni  of  the  feas  at  the  Antriles  and  Cape- 
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Vcrd  Iflands,  ovfr  the  plains  of  Normandy  ;  and  carried  even  fhofr 
wiiich  adiiere  to  the  rocks  of  Magellan's  Strait,  as  far  as  to  tlx 
plains  which  are  watered  by  the  Saone.  Encountered  by  the  ge- 
neral current  of  the  pole,  they  formed  at  their  confluences  horrible 
counter-tides,  which  conglomerated,  in  their  vaft  funnels,  fands, 
flints,  and  marine  bodies,  into  mafTcs  of  indigell:ed  granite,  into 
irregular  hills,  into  pyramidical  rocks,  whofe  protuberances  varie- 
gate the  foil  in  many  places  of  France  and  Germany.  Thefe  two 
general  currents  of  the  poles  happening  to  meet  between  the  tropics, 
tore  up,  from  the  bed  of  the  feas,  huge  banks  of  madrepores,  and 
tolfed  them,  unfeparated,  on  the  fliores  of  the  adjacent  iflands, 
where  they  fubfift  to  this  day. 

'  In  other  places,  their  waters,  flackencd  at  the  extremity  of 
their  courfe,  fpread  thenifelves  over  the  furface  of  the  ground  in 
vafi;  fheets,  and  depouted,  by  repeated  yndulations,  in  horizontal 
layers,  the  wreck  and  the  vifcidities  of  an  infinite  number  of  fifties, 
fea-urchins,  fea-weeds,  fhells,  corals,  and  formed  them  into  Itrata 
of  gravel,  paftes  of  marble,  of  marie,  of  plafier  and  calcareous 
lloncs,  which  conftitute,  to  this  day,  the  foil  of  a  confiderable 
part  of  Europe.  Every  layer  of  our  foffils  was  the  effe6l  of  an 
nniverfal  tide.  While  the  effufions  of  the  polar  ices  were  covering 
the  wefterly  extremities  of  our  continent  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
ocean,  they  were  fpreading  over  it's  eafterly  extremities  thofe  of 
the  land,  and  depofited  on  the  foil  of  China,  ftrata  of  vegetable 
earth,  from  three  to  four  hundred  feet  deep. 

'  Then  it  was  that  all  the  plans  of  nature  were  reverfed.  Com- 
plete iflands  of  floating  ice,  loaded  with  white  bears,  run  aground 
among  the  palm-trees  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  the  elephants  of 
Africa  were  toffed  amidft  the  fir-groves  of  Siberia,  where  their  large 
bones  are  ftill  found  to  this  day.  .  The  vafl:  plains  of  the  land, 
inundated  by  the  waters,  no  longer  prefented  a  career  to  the  nimble 
courfer,  and  thofe  of  the  fea,  roufed  into  fury,  ceafed  to  be  navi- 
gable. In  vain  did  man  think  of  flying  for  fafety  to  the  lofty 
mountains.  Thoufands  of  torrents  ruflied  down  their  fides,  and 
mino-led  the  confufed  noife  of  their  waters  with  the  howlinor  of  the 
winds,  and  the  roaring  of  the  thunder.  Black  tempeits  gathered 
round  their  fummits,  and  diffufed  a  night  of  horror  in  the  very 
midll  of  day.  In  vain  did  he  turn  an  eager  eye  toward  that  quar- 
ter of  the  heavens  where  Aurora  was  to  have  appeared  :  he  per- 
ceives nothing  in  the  whole  circuit  of  the  horizon  but  piles  of  dark- 
clouds  heaped  upon  each  other;  a  pale  glare  here  and  there  furrows 
their  gloomy  and  endiefs  battalions ;  and  the  orb  of  day,  veiled  by 
their  lurid  corufcations,  emits  fcarcely  light  fufiicient  to  afford  a 
oljmpfe,  in  the  firmament,  of  his  bloody  difk,  wading  through 
new  conflellations.'     Vol.  i.  p.  210. 

M.  de  St.  Pierre  profeffcshimfclf  much  diflatisfied  with  the 
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wfual  claflification  of  plants  and  animals  j  and  willies  to  re- 
commend one  more  according  to  nature,  that  is,  by  which 
the  habits  of  a  plant,  the  animals  that  feed  on  it,  the  foil 
where  it  grows,  &c.  might  all  be  known  together.  He  infills 
much  on  the  refemblances  and  contrafts  obfervable  in  nature, 
in  defcribing  many  of  which  he  is  beautifully  defcriptive,  and 
in  others  extravagantly  fanciful. 

The  fecond  volume  contains  replies  to  the  objeftions  againfh 
providence,  founded  on  the  calamities  of  the  human  race, — 
replies  to  the  objections  to  a  future  ftate, — objetlions  againftthe 
methods  of  our  reafoning  and  principles  of  our  fciences, — of 
fome  general  laws  of  nature, — of  harmony, — confonances, — 
contrafts,  &c.  In  all  thefe  obfervations  he  fliows  piety  and 
a  benevolent  heart;  but  it  would  be  very  difEcuIt  to  extra£t 
from  his  obfervations  any  regular  and  rational  fyftem.  He 
every  where  fhows,  however,  that  he  has  obferved  nature, 
and  been  flruck  with  her  beauties. 

The  third  volume  goes  on  with  what  he  calls  the  harmonies 
of  nature, — thofe  of  the  human  figure, — of  plants, — of  plants 
with  man, — of  animals  with  man.  His  deJign  is  good  :  but 
from  indulging  fancy  m.ore  than  judgment,  he  is  often  really 
ludicrous  ;  as  for  example — 

'  There  is  no  lefs  marveloufnefs  of  adaptation  in  the  forms  and 
Czes  of  fruits.  Many  of  them  are  moulded  for  the  mouth  of  man, 
fuch  as  cherries  and  plumbs  ;  others  for  his  hand,  fuch  as  pears  and 
apples  ;  others  much  larger,  fuch  as  melons,  have  the  fub-divifions 
iparked,  and  feem  deftined  to  be  a  focial  family  repaft  :  nay,  there 
are  feme  in  India,  as  the  jacq,  and  with  ourfelves  the  pompion, 
large  enough  to  be  divided  among  a  neighbourhood.  Nature  ap- 
pears to  have  obferved  the  fame  proportions  in  the  various  fizes  of 
the  fruits  deftined  to  the  nutriment  of  man,  as  in  the  magnitude  of 
the  leaves  which  are  defigned  to  afford  him  a  fliade  in  hot  coun- 
tries;  for  of  thefe  fome  are  contrived  to  be  a  fhelter  for  a  fingle 
perfon,  others  for  a  whole  family,  and  others  for  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  fame  hamlet.'     Vol.  iii.  p.  311. 

The  fourth  volume  treats  of  the  affections  and  fentiments 
ef  the  mind,  and  the  application  of  the  Laws  of  nature  to  the 
diforders  of  fociety, — of  Paris, — of  education,— naiional 
fchools,  &c.  In  all  his  political  fentiments,  he  fliows  a  ftrong 
predile£tion  in  favour  of  the  people,  particularly  the  agricul- 
tural clafs  of  them,  and  imitates  Roufleau  in  his  declamations 
againft  the  manners  and  modes  of  inftruction  of  civilifed  life. 
The  two  projects  on  which  he  dwells  the  moft  are^ — firft,  an 
elyfium,  in  which  monuments  of  the  public  gratitude  fhould 
be  ere£ted  to  the  memory  of  the  benefaClors  of  mankind,  ac- 
companied with  proper  emblems — 
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'  I  would  begin,  thei>,  with  ere6ling  the  firft  monuments  of  th*?- 
public  gratitude  tQ  thofe  who  have  introduced  among  us  the  ufefiij 
plants ;  for  this  purpofe,  I  would  felcct  one  of  llie  iflands  of  the 
Seine,  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris,  to  be  converted  into  an  elvfium.  I 
\VT)uld  take,  for  example,  thnt  one  which  is  below  the  majeftic 
bridge  of  Neuilly,  and  which,  in  a  few  years  more,  will  nduajly 
be  j'^ined  to  the  fuburbs  of  Paris.  I  would  extend  my  field  of 
operation,  by  taking  in  that  branch  of  the  Seine  which  is  not 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  navigation,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
adjoining  continent.'  i  would  plant  this  cxtenfive  diftri6V  v/iih  the 
trees,  the  (hrubhery,  and  the  herbage,  with  whit  h  France  has  been 
enriched  for  i'everal  ajres  paft.  There  fliould  be  airemblcd  the  great 
Indian  chefnut,  the  tulip-tree,  the  mulberry,  the  acacia , of  Ame- 
rka  and- Afia  ;  the  pines  of  Virginia  and  Siberia;  the  bear's-ear 
of  tlie  Alps;  the  tulips  of  Calccdonia,  and  fo  on.  The  fervice- 
treeof  Canada,  with  it's  fcarlet  clufters ;  the  magnolia  :gr,indi,fl  era 
of  America,  which  produces  the  largefi:  and  nioft  odpriferous  of 
fkiwcrs :  the  everrgreen  thuia  of  China,  which  puts  forth  no  ap- 
parent flower,  fliould  interlace  their  boughs,  and  form,,  j^gf^.^nct 

-there,  enchanted  groves.  .:•'  . 

i'  Under  their  fliade,  and  amidlT: 'carpets  of  variegated  verdure,; 
fiiould  be'  reared  the  monuments  of  thofe  who  tranfplanted  them 
ipto,  France.'  ,\Ve  fljould  beliold,  arcund  the  magnificent  ton^b  of 
l^^jcot,  ambSiT^dc^r  from  France  to  the  court  of  Portugal,'  which  ia 
af^  pr^l'pnt;  j^  ti^e  ghurch  of  St.  ^aul,  the  famous  tobacco-plant: 
ipring  uPj  called,  at  S^ft,  after  liis  name,  Nicotiana,  becaufe  he~ 
■^Vas  the  man  who  firfl  diffufed  the  knowledge  of  it  over  Europe. 
There  is  not  a  European  prince  but  what  owes  him  a  ftatue  for 
th^t,  Cervjc^,  for.  there  is  hot  _  a  vegetable  in  the  world  which  has 
poured  fucbi  fums  into  their  treafmies,  and  fo  many  agreeable  illu- 
fions  into  the  minds  of  their  lubjefts.  The  nepenthes  of  Homer 
is  not  once  to  be  compared  to  it.  There  miwht  be  engraved  on  a 
Ifibletof  marble,  adjoining  .tQ  it,  the  name  of  the  Flemifh  Auger 
de  Bufoequius,  ambaflador  from'  Ferdinand  the  Firft,  king  of  the 
Romans,  to  the-  Porte,'  in  other  refpefts  fo'  eftimable,  from  the 
charms  of  his  epiltolary  correfpondence ;  and  this  fmall  monument 
might  be  placed  under  the  fliade  of  the  lilach,  which  he  tranfport- 
ed  from  Confthntihople,  and  of  which  he  made  a  pfefejit  to  En- 
rope,  in  i^a.'  The  lucern  of  Media  fliould  there  furround,  with 
•it's  fhoots,  the  monument  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the  unknown, 
hsiibandman,'  wha  firft- fowedjit  on  our  flint\  hiliocks,  and  who., 
prefented  us  with  an  article  of  pafture,  in  parched  fituations,  whiclx 

"  renovates  itfelf  at  leaft  four  times  a  year.  At  fight  of  the  foianum. 
of  America,  which  produces  at  it's  root  the  i)OLatoe,  th.e  poorer 
part  of  the  community  would  btefs'the  name  of  the  man  who  fje- 
Cured  to  them- a -fpecies  of  aliment,   which  isi  not  liable,  like  corn^i 

to  fuffer  by  the  inconftancv  of  the  elementSj^  and.  by  tlie  gra«aric4r 
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«f  monopolizers.  There  too  fliould  be  difplayed,  not  without  a 
lively  intereft,  the  lira  of  the  unknown  traveller  who  adorned,  to 
■endlefs  generations,  the  hiamble  window  of  his  obfcure  habiration, 
with  the.  brilliant  colours  of  Aurora,-  by-  tr*e%kn:ing  thitlrer  thd 
nun  of  Peru.'     Vol.  iv.  p.  260. 

The  fecond  is  national  fchools ;  in  whklb,  after  many  juft 
flri6tures,  he  falls  into  the  common  fsii-k  of  projectors  of  this 
kind,  v/ho  pretend  to  bring  up  ehildren  without  conf!  Faint  or 
coj.iiinemtnt,  and  yet  fuppofe  they  can.  accomulilli  ihem  Jtt 
thofe  fcicnces  which,  witheiut  tinve  and  application,  cannot  be 
learned.  In  the  couclufion  of  the  vo-lame,  which  is  addreiTed 
to  the  hite  king  of  France,  the  follovting  fefetence  fhaws  t^sf 
Frenchman. —  ,''.;,' i  •   . 

*  Ah  !  if  it  be  pofnble  for  one  fingle  mnn  to  confiiitute,  ofl;  ^Kis* 
earthj  the  hope  of  the  human  race,  that  man  is  a  ki'ng  of  frafice." 
Ke  reigns  ovef  his  people  by  love,  his  people  o^^er  the'r^ft  of  Eu- 
rope by  manners,  Europe  over  the  reft"  of  the  globe  by  povve'rp* 
Vol.  iv.  p.  402. 

The  lafl  volume  cdntains  the  v.-ell-known  and  mofl  Ije^iuti- 
ful  tale  of  Paul  and  Virginia,  equally  admirable  for   deferip- 
tion,  pathos,  and  .fimplicity.     Here   the  author's'  talents  are 
difplayed  to  the  greateit  advantage  :  but  as  >ve  {liall  have  to 
fneak  of   this  piece  more  at  large  in  a   fucceeding    article, 
we  fnall  fay  no  more  of  it  at  prefcnt.  There  is,  likcwiie,.'i  fvagr. 
ment  entitled  Arcadia,  which  is  npt  of  equal  merit ;  tjlte  (i^b'-«>,' 
j^£l  IS  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Gauls,:  and  their  fiippofed 
civiUfation  by  an  Egyptian,  who  gives  the  relation  of  his  tra- 
vels to  an  Arcadian  fliephcrd.     This  f^^agment  is  preceded  by  a;.^ 
&rt  of  meir.oiror  the  author,  in  whioh,  whatever  there  is  of 
querulouinefsji  may  eafily  be  pardoned,  vvhen  we  read'  the  fol- 
lowing affedliing  account  of  what  was  for  fome  time  his  fituation ; 

•*,  While  all  this  was- going  on,  my  cdlamities  hadnotyef  attain- 
ed their  linal  period.  The  ingratitude  of  nYen,  of  vhom  I  had  de- 
ferved  betler  things^  unexpe6led  family  liu'rtifi cation s ;  the  total 
annihilation. of  my  (lender  patrimony^  fcatteSied'abmadtb' the  four 
"  winds  of  heaven,  in  enterprizes  undertaken:  idr  the.  ferVice  of  my 
country;  the  debts  under  which  I  lay  opprelicd,  by-engagements, 
0/  this  kind  ;  all  my  hap^s  of  fortune  bla-fted  ..,,..  thefe  com- 
bined calamities,,  made  dreadful  inrotids  at  once  upoh^tny;  health 
and,  my  reafon.  I  was  attacked  by  z  malady  to  which  I  had  hi- 
therto been  a  ftranger.  Fires,  fimilsr  to  thofe  of  lightning,  atrec'ed 
the  organs  of  vifion.  Every  objeft  prdtnted  itfel:  to  me  double, 
and  in  motion-.  Like  CEdipus,  I  faw  two  funs.  Mv  heart  was 
not  lefs  difturbed  than  my  head.  In  th«  fmeflday  of  fummer,  I 
Cpuld  not  crofs  the  Seine,  in  a  boat,  without  undergoing  anxieties 
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unutterable;  ev»n  I,  who  had  preferved  my  foul  in  tranquillity:, 
amidft  a  tempeft  off  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope,  on  board  a  veffei 
ff^nick  with  lightning.  If  I  happened  to  pafs  fimply  through  a 
public  garden,  by  the  fide  of  a  bafon  full  of  water,  I  underwent 
fpafmodic  affections  of  extreme  horror.  There  were  particular: 
moinents,  in  which  I  imagined  myfelf  bitten,  without  knowing 
how,  or  when,  by  a  mad  dog.  Much  worfe  tlisn  this  had  actually 
befallen  me  ;  1  had  been  bitten  by  the  tooth  of  calumny. 

*  One  thing  is  abfolutely  certain,  the  paroxyfms  of  this  malady 
overtook  me  only  when  in  the  fociety  of  men.  J  found  it  intolera- 
ble to  continue  in  an  apartir:ent  where  there  was  company,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  doors  were  fhut.  I  could  not  even  crofs  an  alley  in 
a  public  garden,  if  feveral  perfons  had  got  together  in  it.  I  derived 
no  relief  from  the  circumftance  of  their  being  unknown  to  me :  I 
recollefted,  that  I  had  been  calumniated  by  my  own  friends,  and 
for  the  mod  honourable  aftions  of  my  life.  When  I  was  alone, 
my  malady  fubfided  :  I  felt  myfelf  likewife  at  my  eafe  in  places 
U'here  I  faw  children  only.  I  frequently  went,  for  this  purpofe, 
and  feated  myfelf  by  the  box  of  the  horfe-flioe,  in  the  Tuiieries,  tQ 
look  at  the  children  playing  on  the  grafly  parterre,  v.ith  the  little 
dogs  which  frilked  about  them.  Thefe  were  my  fpeftacles,  .and 
my  tournaments.  Their  innocence  reconciled  me  to  the  human 
fpecies,  much  better  than  all  the  wit  of  our  dramas,  and  than  all 
the  fentences  of  our  philofophers.  But  at  fight  of  any  one  walking 
up  to  the  place  where  I  was,  I  felt  my  own  frame  agitated,  and  re- 
tired. I  often  faid  to  myfelf:  my  fole  ftudy  has  been  to  merit  well 
of  mankind ;  wherefore,  then,  am  I  lliocked,  as  often  as  I  fee 
them  ?  To  no  purpofe  did  I  call  in  reafon  to  my  aid  :  my  reafon 
could  do  nothing  againft  a  malady  which  was  enfeebling  all  its 
powers.  The  very  efforts  which  reafon  made  to  furmount  it,  ferv- 
ed  only  to  exhauft  her  flill  more,  becaufe  fhe  employed  them  agaijifl 
herfelf.  Reafon  called,  not  for  vigorous  exertion,  but  for  repofe.' 
Vol.  V,   p.  203. 

This  humourous  melancholy  feems  to  have  been  no  tentirely 
like  that  of  'Jacques,  in  Js  Tou  like  ity — a  melancholy  of  his 
own  i  for  he  feems  to  have  falhioned  it  in  a  good  meafure  by 
that  of  his  friend  RoufTeau,  whofe  converfatlons  he  often 
quotes.  M.  de  St.  Pierre  after  this  enjoyed  a  penfion  from 
the  unfortunate  Louis  XVI. 

It  remains  now  only  to  fpeak  of  the  tranllation  of  thefe 
volumes.  It  is  fuch  as  may  be  read  with  pleafure ;  but  though 
not  defxcient  in  elegance,  it  is  not  quite  free  from  inaccura- 
cieSj  fome  of  which  we  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  point  out, 
Oifeau-mouche  [the  humm'ing-bird)  is  tranflated  bird Jly  ;  -pucC' 
ran  (vine-fretter^  is  tranflated  gnat^  which  is  coujhi ;  cornet^  a 
fort  of  hooc],  is  left  untranfl^ited,  a  nuiis  cornet.     In  the  paf- 
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fage  we  have  quoted,  page  9,  vol.  i.  Inftead  of  rivers  of  lu^ar 
<tyid  honeyy  the  French  has  it  the  neBarium  exhibits  (under- 
ftood)  rivers  of  /u^ar,  les  ne^aires  des  Jietrjcs  de  [acre  ;  con- 
volvulus and  lady-fmock,  two  very  different  flowers,  are  made 
fynonymous,  and  they  are  fald  to  be  '  hollowed  into  the  fhape 
of  a  fpire  •,'  the  French  is  cvidees  en  cloches  blanches  camme  la 
neige,  that  is  to  fay,  bell-JIovjers,  not  fpires ;  quand  les  faf- 
fiQHs  commcncent  a  prendre  Ce[jh-^  is  ill  tranflated  by  ivheyi  the 
pa[fons  beg!7i  to  take  flighty  which  conveys  a  meaning  quite 
contrary.  '  Had  not  the  hope  of  a  life  to  come  been  the  rc- 
fult  d^u^  fentiment  naturel^   tranflated,  of  a  J upev natural  feel- 


ing 


We  are  well  aware  that  in  the  drudgery  of  a  long  tranfla- 
tion,  a  few  flips  are  eafily  made  ;  but  if  made,  they  require 
corre£lion,  which  we  hope  our  ingenious  author  will  fpeedily 
be  enabled  to  do  in  a  new  edition. 


57?^    'Thymbriad^    [from    Xenophons    Cyroptsdia.)      By   Lady 
Burrell.     '6vo.     4<.      Boards^     Leigh  and SiOth&hY- 

*~T^0  this  production,  the  following  Preface  is  prefi.Ked — • 

*  The  authorefs  of  this  poem,  cannot  fiiffer  it  to  appear  before 
the  public,  without  an  apology  for  the  many  inaccuracies  which 
may  be  found  in  a  work  of  this  fort,  written  with  a  feeble  pen, 
without  the  advantages  of  military  fcience,  or  cln (Ileal  iearnhio-.  It 
was  the  amufemeht  of  her  leifure  hours  feveral  years  ago,  (although 
Ihe  has  fince  revifed,  and  made  feme  additions  to  the  poem,)  She 
hopes  the  eye  of  criticifm  will  be  indulgent  to  its  faults,  and  that 
thofe  of  her  friends,  who  may  happen  toperufe  ir,  wiil,  if  there  ere 
any  merits,  fee  them  through  the  magnifj.'ing  glafs  of  partiality.' 
p.  iii. 

We  are  forry  that  we  cannot  commend  tliis  volume  equally 
with  her  iadyfhip's  former  publications.  The  fuhjeft  itfelf  is 
but  little  favourable  to  poetry;  anci  lady  Burrell's  blank  verfe 
is  lefs  happy  than  her  rhime.  That  our  readers,  however, 
may  judge  for  themfelves,  we  prefent  them  with  the  following 
extract — ■ 

'   She  ending  wept,  as  tho'  her  heart  prefag'd 
The  fad  cataftrophe  of  Sufi's  lord  ; 
Yet  was  Panthea  fix'd  in  her  defign, 
Sick  of  fufpence,  impatient  of  delay. 
Difguis'd  in  fervile  garments,  o'er  their  heads 
Their  veils  they  calf,  and  undifcover'd  ifray'd 


Aloug  the  fatal  field.     The  fiiver  moon 
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txpos'd  the^various  honors  of  the  (ccv^c, 
And  loon  Panthea  iiiark'd  t!jc  regul  car, 
"Whereon  her  Abradates  (lie  beheld 
That  very  jnorn,  in  all  the  brilliant  pride 
Of  youth,  of  grace,  and  confcious  dignity. — - 
^This  was  a  fight,  to  make  her  blocd  run  cold, 
And  ev'ry  limb  relaxing  from  its  ftreiigth, 
Refufe  ailiftance.  to  her  trembling  frame.) 
The  vital  heat  fied  from  iTer  timid  breaft, 
And  terror  with  an  haily  hand  defpoil'd 
Her  cheeks  of  all  their  bloom  ;  fiie  ftrove  to  fpeak, 
But  found  no  langunge  equsl  to  exprefs 
The  feelinos  of  her  her.rt.     Awhile  fhe  ftocd 
As  mute  and  motionlti's  as  the  ft<ir  form 
Of  Medicean  Venus,  while- her  llav^e 
Participates  her  fears,  aPAd  begs  in  vain 
To  guide  her  to  Cardouchus'  care,  forbcdcs 
A  thoufand  evils, 'and  implores  the  gods 
To  fliield  Panthea's  bofom  from  defpair. 
Her  pray'rs  ar^  fruitlefb,  to  the  winds  alone 
Her  words  are  giv'n — they  pierce  the  ambient  air, 
. .     But  do  not  reach  the  ear  of  Sufa's:  queen. 
Deaf  to  her  voice,  fhe  enlv  calls  «fide 
Lethargic  horror,  to  experience  pangs 
Of  moft  acute  diltrefs,  and  frantic  fear  ; 
Wild  with  her  terror,  o'er  the  plain  fhe  flies 
And  calls  for  Abradates ;  none  appear 
To  anfwer  her  enq-uiry — with  her  flirieks 
She  wnkes  the  diftaiit  echo,  which  repeats 
His  name  belov'd — thro'  all  the  dreadfal  fcene 
She  paiTts — walks  among  her  murder'd  friends, 
And-thcfe"  who  were  her  foes;  with  dread  furveys 
The  faces  of  the  dead,  and  fears  to  meet 
That  which  flie'knew,  and  lov'd  fo  well — at  laft 
She  finds  the  objefl:  of  her  fearch.     Btit  how  ? 
How. does  tlie  find  him  ?  cover'd  o'er  with  wounds; 
His  manly  hmbs  bew'd  by  the  cruel  fcythe, 
His  face  disfigiir'd  with  a  malk  of  blood. 
But  ftill  fuoerior  to  difguife.      His  fword, 
His  veft,  his  fcarf,  his  armour,  leave  no  doubt 
For  the  expiring  hopes  of  Sufa's  queen. 
In  filent  horror  fiie  fiifpends  the  force 
Of  frantic  fury.      Certainty  appears 
In  dreadful  garb  array'd,  and  angu  (li,  keen 
And  terrible,  iifurp'd  that  tender  heart, 
Ordain'd  this  worfl  of  trials  to  endure. 
Slie  read'  her  fortune  in  her  hero's  v/ounds— 

A  little 
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A  little  paufe  enfue^,  a  little  fpace 

For  nature  to  refpire,  her  very  foul 

Appears  coUeded  in  her  fpeaking  eyes, 

And  riveted  upon  the  mangled  form, 

Ot  him  fo  laie  the  nobieil:  of  his  kind. 

At  length  a  fudden  fl)o\ver  of  tears  defcend, 

To  wafli  the  blood  from  his  enfanguin'd  facej 

Her  voice  regains  its  fi:nftion,  weeping  ftiil, 

She  thus  addreOes  the  disfio;ur'd  corfe : 

'*  O  Abradates  !  are  we  thus  to  meet  ? 

Why  did  not  everlaftihg  night  enfluoud 

Thy  wretched  wife  from  thii  heart-piercing  fight! 

This  tragic  truth  which  harrows  up  my  foul ! 

In  this  fad  hour,  niy  (anguine  hopes  defceud 

From  the  fair  profpeft  of  an  happy  life, 

To  thy  untimely  grave,  the  only  place 

Where  my  afflicted  heart  can  find  repofe. 

Oh  beft  belov'd  !  it  is  mv. cruel  fate 

To  live  and  fee  this  change — no  more  thine  eves 

Which  once  diffus'd  fuch  cheerfulnefs  and  love, 

BehoW  the  tears  that  flow  fo  fall:  from  mine. 

No  more  thofe  lips  (which  could  fo  well  perfuade,) 

Exprefs  the  dictates  of  thy  virtuous  foul. 

Alas,  my  hero  !   thou  art  chana'd  indeed. 

Yet  I,  remain  the  fame  !'" — {ht  faid,  and  funk 

In  anguitlj  by  his  fide.'     p.  145. 


^n  Account  of  Jeveral  new  and  hiterefling  Phenomena^  d'lj'^ 
covered  in  examining  the  Bodies  of  a  Man  and  Four  Horfesy 
killed  hy  Lightning')  near  Dover^  in  Kent.  IVith  Remarks 
on  the  Injufficiency  of  the  popular  Theory  of  Ele^ricity  to  cx- 
pJain  them-  By  the  Reverend  fohn  Lyon.^  Minijicr  of  St. 
Afary'sy  Dover.     Svo.      is.     Phillips.      1 796. 

.1.  Lyon,  after  aiTertinc^  that  fyftem  and  facl  are  totally 
at  variance  on  the  fubjetl  of  eledlricity,  and  giving  a 
feafonable  hint  to  thofe  who  prefide  in  the  courts  of  criticifm, 
fleps  forvygrd  to  vindicate  an  opinion,  formerly  maintained  *, 
*  that;  zip-za<j  lightning  is  formed  by  i  wo  currents  of  the  elec- 
tric e^luvia^  moving  in  contrary  direftions/  and  that,  '  when-- 
ever  they  are'  driven  within  the  fphere  of  each  other's  influ- 
ence, they  converge  to  a  point,  and  form  a  body  of  fire,  which 
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'  *  Lyon's  fexperuri'cnts  and  Obfervations  on  Elcdricity,  1780.  And  farther 
proofs  ot  tl«ir  polar  virtue,  &c.   1736,' 
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converges  again  to  the  nearefl  cbje£l,  which  is  the  lad  conr 
du(f^or  to  the  earth.' 

Ifpon  this  curious  doctrine,  the  author  attempts  to  exphfui 
the  ditTerent  phsencmena  which  prcfented  themielves  during 
the  fatal  thunder-ftorm  here  deicribed.  That  he  has  fucceed- 
ed,  few,  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  will  be  convinced  by  the 
arguments  or  obfcrvations  contained  in  the  prcfent  paJTiphlet, 

In  detailing  the  circumftances  of  this  very  fevere  fiorm,  the 
author  is  properly  minute  ;  and  his  defcriptions  of  the  fituation 
of  the  perfon  who  was  killedj  and  of  the  hovfes,  are  fufucient- 
l,y  full  and  exrift.  The  moil  popular  and  moft  prevailing 
opinion,  concerning  the  unufual  fatality  of  the  lightning  in 
this  inftance,  was,  that  it  had  been  attra61:ed  by  a  bufh  near  the 
place  where  the  accident  happened,  and  by  the  iron  traces  of 
the  horfcsj  and  'that  on  paffing  through  the  man  and  the  horfes 
to  the  earth,  it  had  produced  the  fatal  efledl  on  each  of  them.' 

This  common  opinion  was  not,  however,  fatisfa(Sl:ory  to 
the  author.     His  reafons  for  not  afTenting  to  it  are  thefe — 

'  As  there  was  not  a  twig,  nor  even  a  leaf,  of  the  bufh  injured, 
the  lightning  certainly  did  not  converge  to  it ;  for  its  quantity  an4 
velocity  ^'crt  fufficient  to  have  fplintered  the  bufli  in  a  thoufand 
pieces.  The  point  to  which  it  converged  was  on  fome  part  of  the 
head  of  the  fore-horfe,  and  there  it  firft  divided.  One  portion  of 
the  current  pafTed  from  the  horfe's  head,  by  the  communication 
of  the  wet  reins  through  the  man  to  the  earth,  and  killed  him  on 
the  fpot  as  he  was  fitting.  The  other,  and  which  was  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  lightning,  was  conduced  through  the  horfes 
as  far  as  the  heart  of  the  fourth  horfe,  and  there  the  ftream  divided 
again.  A  large  part  of  it  was  led  to  the  earth  by  the  off  fore-leg  of 
the  (haft  horfe,  and  it  penetrated  into  the  ground  more  than  three 
feet,  in  a  perpendicular  direftion  ;  and  the  hole  which  it  made  in 
the  earth,  was  about  an  inch  ia  diameter  at  the  furface. 

'  Though  there  had  beenfor  fome  time  a  very  heavy  rain,  the  earth 
was  fo  hot  round  the  hole  which  had  been  formed  by  the  lightning, 
that  it  took  off  the  varnifii  from  a  fupple-jack  put  into  it  two  hours 
after  the  ftorm  had  fubfided  ;  and  if  it  had  been  left  there  any  con- 
iiderable  time,  it  would  have  been  wholly  confum.ed,  for  it  was 
drawn  up  without  the  ferrule,  and  the  heat  was  fo  intenfe  as  to 
have  nightly  burnt  it  in  two  or  three  places.  But  befides  this  ftream 
of  lightning,  which  had  paffed  down  the  fore-leg  of  the  fliaft-horfe, 
there  was  another  confiderable  portion  of  it  which  converged  from 
the  hinder  part  of  him  to  a  nail,  or  fome  lliarp  point,  in  the  head 
of  the  cart,  and  fplintered  off  a  piece  of  it.  At  this  point  it  divided 
again  into  two  portions,  apparently  equal,  and  converged  to  the 
iron  on  the  axle  on  each  fide  of  the  cart,  and  from  thence  down  each 
wheel  to  the  earth;  and  there  was  fire  fufficient  to  make  a  confider- 
able hole  under  each  wheel,  on  its  entering  the  ground,'     p.  14. 

The 
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The  objeftions  contained  in  the  firft  part' of  this  pafiage, 
feem  to  be  deferving  of  attention  ;  but  the  affertion  refpeding 
the  heat  that  remained  at  the  hole  formed  by  the  Hghtning, 
is  probably  neither  correct  nor  to  be  depended  upon.  The 
cffeU  which  is  here  faid  to  have  taken  place,  mull  have  been 
moll  probably  produced  by  fome  other  circumltance  than 
that  of  the  electricity  paffing  into  the  earth.  Electricity  is 
known  to  produce  very  little  heat,  except  in  cafes  where  it 
pailes  through  very  fmall  or  very  thin  condu6lors.  It  has 
not  even  been  found  to  afford  any  perceptible  degree  of  heat  to 
bodies,  though  applied  to  them  for  a  confiderable  length  of 
time.  It  is,  therefore,  not  very  eafy  to  determine  in  what 
manner  the  lightning  could  produce  in  the  earth  fuch  a  heat 
as  vv'as  capable  of  burning  the  end  of  a  fupple-jack,  two  hours 
after  it  had  been  in  conta£l  with  the  ground. 

Mr.  Lyon  has,  however,  recorded  this  circum (lance,  though 
evidently  not  with  that  care  and  attention  which  a  matter  of 
{"uch  curiofity  demanded. 

The  examination  of  the  bodies  of  the  hcrfes  after  death, 
alfo  affords  a  portion  of  curious  matter.  Mr.  Lyon  is,  how- 
ever, no  very  deep  phyfiologift.  He  concludes,  that  becaufe  the 
medullary  fubPcance,  in  cafes  where  death  takes  place  from 
lightning,  is  not  v'lftbly  injured,  the  ele£lric  fluid  cannot  have 
produced  its  fatal  effect  by  acting  on  the  nervous  fyftem. 

Many  fubfrances  furely  deftroy  life  by  operating  on  the  ner- 
vous fyltem  without  their  having  produced  any  vifible  derange- 
ment in  the  matter  which  conftitutes  that  fyftem.  Is  not  this 
evidently  the  cafe  with  many  vegetable  fuLllances  which  have 
been  denominated  poifons  1 

Not  fatisfied,  however,  with  the  common  opinion  of  the 
nerves  being  the  conductors  of  eleftricity,  the  author  has  re- 
courfe  to  the  arteries,  which  he  afferts  to  be  the  real  conduc- 
tors of  the  electrical  fluid.  In  proof  of  this,  he  has  difcovered 
tliat  the  hearts  of  three,  out  of  the  four  horfes  that  were  un- 
fortunately killed,  *  were  ruptured  quite  acrofs  the  right  ven- 
tricle, in  an  oblique  direction  j'  and  that  in  the  fourth,  the 
right  carotid  artery  was  ruptured.  Of  the  ftate  of  the  heart 
in  the  man,  we  have  no  information.  Three  cafes  were, 
however,  tliought  fufficient;  and  on  them  Mr.  Lyon  has  boldly 
erected  hi5_  hypothefis.  A  lefs  experienced  inquirer  would, 
probably,  have  waited  for  a  few  additional  facts  ;  our  author, 
however,  feems  to  have  been  determined  to  run  no  rifque  of 
difappointment. 

We  come  next  to  what  Mr.  Lyon  terms  the  ele£tricians 
of  '  the  old  fchool.'  i"he  doftrines  of  thofe  gentlemen  do 
not,  in  his  opinion,  afford  a  fuff.cient  explanation  of  the  dif- 
ierent  effects  of  eledtricity.    We  muft>  however,  confefs,  that, 

in 
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jn  the  reafoning's  that  are  here  oppofed  to  them,-  we  have  tiot 
been  able  to  difcover  any  thing  more  fatisfa6lory  or  forcible. 
Mr.  Lyon  is,  however,  the  inventor  of  a  nexv  theory :  wc 
mull  therefore  expedl  to  have  it  brought  forward  on  the  prefent 
occafion  ;  and  we  furely  can  have  no  objeilion  to  prefent  the 
reader  with  a  fample  of  a  yievj  fyjiem^  which  is  to  '  agree  bet- 
ter with  what  we  fee  and  hear,  not  only  in  thofe  awful  ope- 
ratioris  which  frequently  excite  our  fears,  but  in  our  harmlefs 
experimental  amufements,  where  the  efFe<Sts  produced,  though 
in  miniature,  are  very  fimilar.' 

*  That  I  may  not  be  accufed  of  endeavouring  to  raife  a  ftru£liire 
without  a  foundation,  it  may  be  neceffary  to-reniark,  that  the  clouds 
before  defcribed  were  all  of  them  furcharged  with  lightning ;  and 
the  belf  proof  I  can  give  of  it  is,  that  frequent  and  ftrong  flafiies 
were  vifible  in  different  parts  of  each  of  them  before  their  union. 

'  But  the  clouds  being  very  low,  and  the  horfes  eleva  ed  more 
thnn  three  hundred  feet  a'bove  the  level  of  the  water,  and  on  a  very 
narrow  and  expofed  part  of  the  ridge  of  the  hill,  they  were  not 
only  within  the  influence  of  the  fouth-eaft  clouds  which  w^ere  float- 
ing over  them,  but  they  were  highly  eleftrified  by  them;  and  the  ' 
cle£lric  effluvia  had  been  converging  to  fome  part  of  the  head  of 
the  fore  horfe  in  a  ftream,  and  the  arteries  were  the  conductors 
of  the  fluid  before  they  were  killed.  It  was  this  current  of  the 
eleftric  fluid  which  had  Ifimulated  the  diftinguifliing  organs,  both 
of  the  males  and  the  female,  in  the  manner  before  adverted  i.o,  and 
prior  to  their  death.  But  when  the  clouds  approached  each  other 
within  ftriking  diftarxe,  a  large  quantity  of  the  ele(ftric  effluvia 
converged  from  each  of  them,  and  meeting  in  a  point,  formed  the 
body  of  zig-zag  lightning,  which  was  direfted  to  the  head  of  the 
fore-horfe,  and  killed  them  all. 

'  I  have  already  faid,  upon  another  occafion,  that  the  eleftric, 
like  the  magnetic  effluvia,  have  an  attraftive  as  well  as  a.repulfive 
property,  but  not  a  dirciTtive  one,  like  the  mariner's  needle  to  point 
to  the  north-pole  of  the  world:  but  when  two  clouds,  loaded  with 
the  ekftric  effluvia,  are  with  their  particles  in  a  direction  to  attraft 
each  other,  they  then  converge  to  a  point  and  fly  together  with  an 
inconceivable  velocitv  ;  and  if  the  body  of  fire  formed  by  this  union 
be  more  than  the  atmofphere  can  readily  abforb,  it  will  then  tend 
towards  the  earth,  and  if  it  can  converge  to  any  high  object,  it  will 
inevitably  firike  it.  All  explofions  or  fhocks  with  charged  glafs  are 
upon  this  principle,  and  time  will  prove,  when  the  prejudices  of 
fyfi'£;m  give  way  to  the  evidences  of  fenfe,  that  the  Franklinian 
theory  hath  always  contradicted  the  moft  common  appearances  of 
nature  in  a  thunder  ftorm.'     p.  27. 

But  this  is  not  all : — our  author  has  made  another  dicovery, 
which  is,  that,  bendes  the  arteries  being  the  conduftors  of  the- 

fliock, 
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ilrock,  *  the  circulating  fluid  is  afFefted  by  it,  either  by  fome 
chemical  union  which  takes  place  between  the  blood  and  the 
lightning,  cr  by  deftropng  the  texture  of  it.* 

Hov/ever,  though  -we  think  Mr.  Lyon  too  hafty  in  drawing 
his  conclufions, — ^and  the  fadls  upon  which  he  has  grounded 
them,  much  too  few, — his  tra6l  certainly  alFords  a  porficn  o£ 
Curious  and  interefting  matter,  which  cannot  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  of  eledlricians. 


Paul  and  Virginia.  Tranfiatcd  frtrtx  the  French  &f  Bernardln 
Saint-Pierre.  By  Helen  Maria  PVilUams,  Author  of  Letter ■% 
on  the  French  Revolution^  Julia  a  Novel^  Pcems^  i^c. 
i'2mo.     35.     Sewed.     Vernor  <2«i/ Hood.      1796. 

yT  is  not  furprifing  that  a  tale  fo  beautiful  as  the  Paul  and 
■^  Virginia  of  Bernardin  Saint  Pierre  fhould  have  had  nu- 
merous tranflators.  Fortunate  is  the  author  who  nieets  with 
one  fo  eminently  qualified  (as,  from  the  fpecimen  bi;fore  us, 
we  cannot  hefitate  to  pronounce  Mifs  Williams),  not  only  to 
transfufe  every  beauty  of  the  original,  but  to  embellilh  it  with 
new  and  peculiar  graces.  The  account  given  us,  in  the  Pre- 
face, of  the  circumftances  under  which  the  tranflation  was 
made,  is  too  interefting  to  pafs  unnoticed. 

'  The  following  tranflation  of  Paul  and  Virginia  was  written  at 
Paris,  amidft  the  horrors  of  Robeftjierre's  tyranny.  During  thsl 
gloomy  epocha  it  was  difficult  to  find  occupations  which  might 
cheat  the  days  of  calamity  of  their  weary  length.  Society,  had  vanilh- 
ed,  "and,  amidft  the  minute  vexations  of  Jacobinical  defpotifir?, 
which,  while  it  murdered  in  m^f,  perfecuted  in  detail,  tlie  refour- 
ces  of  writing,  and  even  reading,  were  encompafled  with  danger. 
The  refearches  of  domiciliary  viilts  had  already  compelled  me  to 
commit  to  the  flamies  a  manufcript  volume,  where  I  had  traced  the 
political  fcenes  of  which  I  had  been  a  vvitnefs,  with  the  colouring 
of  their  firfr  impreffions  on  my  mind,  with  thofe  frefl^i  tints  that 
fade  from  recollection :  and  fince  my  pen,  accuflomed  to  foUo«r 
the  impulfe  of  my  feelings,  could  only  have  drawn  at  that  fatal 
period  thbfe  images  of  defolation  and  defpair  which  haunted  my 
imagination,  ;ind  dwelt  upon  my  hear^ ;  writing  v,-as  forbiddea 
employment :  even  reading  had  its  perils;  for  books  had  fom.etimes 
ariftocratical  infignia,  and  fometimes  counter-revolutionary  allu- 
fjons :  and  when  the  adminiftrators  of  police  happened  to  think  the 
writer  a  confpirator,  they  puniflied  the  reader  as  bis  accomplice. 

'  In  this  fituation  I  gave  royfelf  the  tafk  of  employing  a  few 
hours  every  day  in  tranfiating  the  charming  little  novel  of  Bernardin 
St.  Pierre,  entitled  "  Paul  and  Virginia  ;"  and  I  found  the  moft 
ioOthing  relief  in   wandering  from  my  own  gloomy  retle<5tions  to 

thofe 
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thofe  enchanting  fcenes  of  the  Mauritius,  which  he  has  Ko  admi- 
rably defcribed.  I  alfo  compofed  a  few  fonncts  adapted  to  the  pe- 
ciih'nr  productions  of  that  part  of  the  globe,  which  are  interfperfed 
in  the  work.'     r.  iii. 

Of  thefe  fonnets,  we  fliali  prefcnt  our  readers  with  two 
fpccimcns,  both  written  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  plaintive  elegance 
that  chara6terifes  the  poetry  of  Mifs  Williahis. 

'    So>fNEt    TO    DiSAPPOINl  MENT. 

Pale  Difappointment !  at  thy  freezing  name 
Chill  fears  in  ev'ry  fliiv'ring  vein  I  prove, 
My  finking  pulfc  almoft  foigets  to  move, 

And  life  almoft  forfakes  my  languid  frame 

Yet  thee,  relentlefs  nymph!   no  more  I  blame 

Why  do  my  thoughts  midft  vain  illufions  rove? 

Why  gild  the  charms  of  frieRdfhip  and  of  love 

With  the  warm  glow  of  fancy's  purple  flame  ? 

When  ruffling  winds  have  fome  bright  fane  o'erthrowri^ 

Which  fhone  on  painted  clouds,  or  feem'd  to  fliine, 

Shall  the  fond  oazer  dream  for  him  alone 

Thofe  clouds  were  liable,  and  at  fate  repine  ? — 

I  feel,  alas !  the  fault  is  all  my  own. 

And,  ah  I  the  cruel  punifliment  is  mine  I '     p.  31^ 


'  Sonnet  to  the  Torrid  Zone^ 

Pathway  of  light !  o'er  thy  empurpled  zone, 
With  lavifli  charms  perennial  fummer  ftrays  ; 
Soft  'midft  thy  fpicy  groves  the  zephyr  plays, 
While  far  around  the  rich  perfumes  are  thrown  3 
The  amadavid-bird  for  thee  alone, 
Spreads  his  gay  plumes  that  catch  thy  vivid  rays ; 
For  thee  the  gems  with  liquid  luftre  blaze, 
And  nature's  various  wealth  \i  all  thy  own. 
But,  ah  !  not  thine  is  twilight's  doubtful  gloom, 
Thofe  mild  gradations,  mingling  day  with. night; 
Here,  inftant  darkncfs  ftirouds  thy  genial  bloonij 
Nor  leaves  my  penflve  foul  that  ling'ring  light. 
When  mufing  raem'ry  would  each  trace  refume 
Of  fading  pleafures  in  fucceilive  flight.'     p.  74. 


Thi 
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The  Cafe  of  Labour eys  in  Hujiandry  fiated  and  confidired^  in 
three  Parts.  Part  I.  A  View  of  their  difircjfed  Condition. 
Part  If.  The  principal  Caujes  of  their  grew ing  Diftrefs  and 
Number,  and  of  the  confequcnt  Increafe  of  the  Poor-rate-. 
Part  III.  Means  of  P^elief  propcjed.  PFith  an  Appendix^ 
containing  a  Colle^ion  of  Account Sjfhewin^  the  Earnings  and 
Expenses  of  Labouring  Families^  in  different  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom.  By  David  Davies,  Peflor  of  Barkham,  Berks. 
^fo.      10;.  6d.  Boards.     Robinfons.      1795- 

npHE  increafing  attention  paid  by  writers  to  the  lower  chfT- 
es  of  the  people,-  cannot  fail  of  producing,  at  a  future 
time,  its  due  efFedis.  Men  will  learn  at  lad  toefteemeacH 
ether  as  brethren,  and  to  fee  the  folly  of  railing  one  clafs  and 
deprefhng  another,  when  all  ihould  be  confideved  as  having 
a  claim  on  the  protection  of  their  fellow  countrymen.  Per- 
haps nothing  is  more  calculated  to  fbrike  the  heart  of  a  bene- 
volent man,  than  to  take  a  walk  through  feveral  diftritls  of 
this  great  city  :  let  him,  for  example,  admire  the  elegance  of 
the  new  fquare  in  Moorfields,  and  thence  weep  over  the 
wretched  abodes  of  his  milerable  countrymen  within  a  mile 
of  the  place  :  let  him  examine  the  caufes  which  occafion  the 
diflerence  between  Finfbury -fquare,  and  the  colletlion  of 
hovels  in  the  form  of  fquares  to  the  eafl  of  Biiliopfgate- 
ilreet:  let  him  afk  whether  there  muft  not  be  a  degree  of 
apathy  unworthy  of  a  civilifed  country,  which  can  reft  con- 
tented in  rich  and  elegant  manfions,  when  fo  many  of  their 
fellow  countrymen  are  expoled  to  all  the  evil  confequences  of 
bad  air,  bad  lodgings,  and  every  fpecies  of  f:lth  :  and  let  hinj 
then  tell  the  ricii  merchants  of  London  no  longer  to  make  a 
parade  of  their  charity,  when  each  man  has  an  opportunity 
of  convincing  himfclf,  that  a  fmall  quantity  of  their  earnings, 
properly  managed,  would  remove  entirely  the  various  nui- 
fances  in  that  part  of  the  town,  which  are  not  permitted  to 
infeft  the  manfions  of  opulence. 

The  fame  inattention  to  the  com.fort  and  cleanlinefs  of  the 
lower  clafles  is  to  be  oblcrved  in  other  parts  of  England  be- 
fides  London.  The  poor  cannot  prevent  the  nuilances  around 
them  :  they  have  enough  to  do  to  provide  for  themfclves  food 
and  cloathing :  and  any  one  who  reads  the  ftatemenrs  in  this 
work,  will  not  be  furprifed  that  thefe  things  muft  be  procured 
with  great  difficulty.  Our  author  places  fuch  ftrong  facls  be- 
fore our  eyes,  as  cannot,  we  think,  fail  of  making  an  impref- 
fion :  he  vindicates  the  poor  from  the  charges  frequently 
brought  againft  them  :  he  fiiows  the  manifold  difadvautagejS 
under  which  they  labour. — It  is  curious  at  times  to  hear  the 
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obfcrvations  of  the  rich  on  the  luxuries  (as  they  are  infolently 
termrd)  of  the  poor.  When,  to  a  plentiful  repaft  of  every 
thing  which  fea  and  land  can  procure,  fucceed  the  befl  tea 
and  fugar,  for  which  the  eaft  and  weft  have  been  ranfackcd, 
the  poor  are  blamed  for  their  bad  tea  and  coarfe  fugar.  Let 
us  hear  our  author  upon  this  fubjedl — ^ 

♦  Under  thefe  hard  circumftances,  the  dearnefs  of  malt,  and  the 
difficully  of  procuring  milk,  the  only  thing  remaining  for  them  to 
moiften  their  bread  with,  was  tea.  This  was  their  lait  refoorce. 
Tea  (with  bread)  furniflies  one  meal  for  a  whole  family  every  day, 
at  no  greater  cxpence  than  about  one  fliilling  a  week  at  an  average. 
If  any  body  will  point  out  an  article  that  is  cheaper  and  better,  I 
will  venture  to  anfwet-  for  the  poor  in  general,  that  thty  will  be 
thankful  for  the  difcovery. 

*  It  was  aflerled  in  a  work  of  reputation,  many  years  ago,  that 
as  much  fuperfluous  money  was  then  expended  upon  tea,  fugar, 
&c.  as  would,  upon  a  moderate  calculation,  maintain  four  millions 
more  of  fubjeffs  in  bread,  (Harte's  Eflays,  p.  166.)  It  is  not  fuf- 
ficiently  clear  upon  what  grounds  this  calculation  was  made ;  but 
it  fecms  to  have  been  made  upon  prefty  good  grounds.  Certain  it 
is  that  the  confumplion  of  thefe  articles  has  increafed  prodigioully 
lince  that  time.  In  the  higher  and  middling  ranks  it  is  vcrv  oieat ; 
and  ill  manufacturing  families,  living  in  towns,  it  is  confiderable. 
But,  though  the  ufe  of  tea  is  more  common  than  could  be  wiflied, 
it  is  not  vet  general  among  the  labouring  poor:  and  if  we  have  re- 
gard to  niiaibers,  their  (liare  of  the  conhimption  is  comparatively 
fmai! :  efpeciallv  if  we  reckon  the  value  in  monev. 

•  Srill  you  exclaim,  tea  is  a  luxury.  If  you  mean  fine  hyfon 
tea,  Avcetened  with  refined  fugar,  and  fofrened  with  cream,  I  rea- 
dily admit  it  to  be  fo.  But  thib  is  not  the  tea  of  the  poor.  Spring 
watfer,  juft  coloured  with  a  few  leaves  of  the  lovveft-priced  tea,  and 
fwcetencd  with  the  browneft  fu<>.2r,  is  the  luxury  for  which  vou 
reproach  then^.  To  this  they  have  recourfe  from  mere  neceflitv: 
and  wert  they  now  to  be  deprived  of  this,  they  would  immediately 
be  reduced  to  bread  and  v/atcr.  Tea-drinking  is  not  the  caufe, 
but  the  confequence,  of  the  diurelTes  of  the  pooi'. 

*  After  all,  it  appears  a  very  ftrange  thing,  that  the  common 
people  of  any  European  nation  (liould  be  obliged  to  ufe,  as  a  pint 
of  their  daily  diet,  two  articles  imported  from  oppofite  fides  of  the 
earth.  But  if  high  taxes,  in  confequence  of  expenfive  wars,  and 
the  chances  which  time  infenfiblv  makes  in  the  circumfrances  of 
countries,  have  debarred  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom 
the  ufe  of  fuch  thin<-s  as  are  the  natural  produds  of  the  foil,  and 
forced  them  to  recur  to  thofe  of  foreign  growth  ;  furely  this  is  not 
their  fault.  I  have  no  pleafure,  however,  in  defending  this  prac- 
tice 
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tice  of  tea-drinking  among  the  lower  people  ;  becaufe  I  know  it  is 
made  the  Occafion  of  much  idle  gofliping  among  the  women  ;,  and 
aifo  becaiife  thfe  money  thus  expended,  though  far  from  fufficient  to 
fupply  a  family  with  beer,  would  yet  go  ibme  way  towards  it.* 
r.   38. 

Let  the  reader  alk  himfelf  what  can  be  faved  out  of  nine 
(liillings  a  week  for  beer  to  be  purchafed  at  the  alehoufe  ; 
and  as  to  making  beer  at  home,  what  poor  man  can  afford  to 
buy  the  utenfils  ?  Surely  it  v/ouldbe  more  judicious  in  the  le- 
giflature,  to  abolifli  entirely  the  tax  on  beer,  that  every  man 
might  have  a  chance  of  enjoying  the  produce  of  his  own. 
country. 

But  the  poor,  it  will  be  faid,  have  always  a  refource  in  the 
parifh  rates :  but  why  fhould  they  have  recourfe  to  charity  for 
that  fupport,  which  thsy  are  willing  to  derive  from  induftry? 

'  It  is  manifefi:  indeed  (as  our  author  jufily  obferves)  that  the 
poor-rate  is  now  in  part  a  fubftitute  for  wages.  And  a  miferable 
fubilitute  it  is,  for  the  following  reafons: — ifl:.  Becaufe  the  diftri- 
bution  of  it  being  left  very  much  in  the  difcretion  of  the  overfeers 
of  the  poor,  who  in  faving  the  parifh  money  fave  their  own,  and 
who  in  diftribiiting  it  do  not  always  regard  firift  juilice,  many 
niodefi:  and  deferviug  families,  that  cannot  live  entirely  without  re- 
lief, receive  not  fufficient  relief  from  it,  chufing  rather  to  fuffer  op- 
preflion  than  to  incur  the  ill-will  of  their  fupcriors  by  applying  to 
a  magiftrate  for  redrefs.  adly.  Becaufe  the  receiving  that  from  the 
parifli  in  the  precarious  way  of  alms,  which  they  ought  to  receive 
in  wages  as  the  reafonab'e  recompence  of  labour,  is  a  great  dif- 
couragement  to  the  induftrious  poor,  tends  to  fmk  their  minds  in 
defpondency,  and  to  drive  them  into  defperate  courfes.  sdly.  Be- 
caufe fometimes  the  men,  either  from  refentment  at  the  hard  ufiige 
they  have  met  wiih,  are  provoked  to  defert  their  families;  or  elfe 
too  often,  from  mere  defpair  cf  being  able  to  maintain  them  ho- 
iieftly,  they  and  their  wives  betake  themfelves  to  wicked  courfes  : 
the  example  corrupts  their  children,  whofe  minds  being  thus  tainted 
remain  ever  after  dead  to  all  virtuous  imprelfions.  4thly.  Becaufe, 
wherever  large  fums  oi  money  ai'e  raifed  fur  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  a 
great  temptation  is  laid  in  the  way  of  unprincipled  overfeers,  who, 
by  embezzling  a  part  of  what  cpmes  into  their  hands,  rob  the  poor 
in  the  firft  inltance  ;  and  afterwards,  to  cover  the  villainy,  perjure 
themfelves  in  fwearinu  to  their  accounts.'      p.  2C. 

We  hope  that  the  fyftem  of  relieving  the  poor  by  the  pa- 
rifh-rates  will  not  be  changed;  for,  notv.'ithft:inding  fome 
abufes  to  Vv'hich  the  difpofal  of  them  is  liable,  the  principle  of 
them  is  founded  on  juliice.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  fup- 
port in  the  country  which  gave  him  birth  :  and  if  the  means  of 
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improving  his  fituatiotl  by  his  own  induftry  are  frequently 
denied  to  him,  or  but  fcantily  afforded,  it  is  but  right  that 
they  who  enjoy  afPaience  fti-uld  contjibute  to  this  fupport. 
It  would  be  well,  indeed,  if  application  were  feldonier  made 
to  thefe  funds:  but  what  can  a  poor  man  with  a  family  do  in 
thefe  times  ?  can  he  lay  up  money  td  fupport  himfelf  in  fick- 
nefs  or  in  old  age  ? 

The  poor-rates  nccefTarily  increafe  with   the  national  debt, 
as  the  author  fhows  by  the  following  table — 


•Year. 

1685 
1703 

1/53 

1775 
1786 


Revenue. 

2,061,856 

5^561,944 
6,690,000 

10,000,000 

H>405>?02 


National  Debt.      Iiitcr.  of  N.  Debt.       Poor-Rat 


i6,394>7oa 

74,571,840 

i35>943>o5t 
239,154,880 


1,310,943 
2,396,717 
4,440,821 

9j- 755769 


665,362 

700,000 
;, 000,000 
1,529,780 
2,004,238' 


P'.  46. 

This  inuft  neceflarily  be  the  cafe:  for,  if  at  this  moment 
there  is  a  clafs  of  poor  which  can  but  jufl  farve  itfelf  from 
coming  on  the  parifli,  as  foon  as  an  increafe  of  taxes  takes 
place,  and  confequently  an  increafe  in  fan^ily  expenfes,  this 
clafs  mud  be  thrown  upon  the  parifli,  and  the  rates  mull  be 
increafed. 

We  by  no  means  agree  with  our  author  in  all  his  plans. 
What  is  faid  on  fmall  and  large  farms,  feems  to  us  entirely 
unfounded.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  agriculture,  a  fmall  farm 
muft  ruin  the  poffeflor  :  for  the  expenfe  of  Ifocking  it,  and 
of  purchafing  utennls,  is  too  great  for  the  gains.  Small 
farms  are  lefs  numerous  now  than  formerly,  from  a  natural 
caufe  :  every  thing  is  dearer,  a  larger  capital  is  requifite,  and 
ihe  capital  mull  be  always  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the 
farms.  The  engroiTment  and  over-enlargement  of  farms,  may 
fometimes  be  very  hurtful, — as  certr.inly  is  the  over-enlarge- 
ment of  eilates  :  but  the  land-owner  fliould  be  prohibited  from 
increafinghis  eftate  beyond  a  certain  amount,  before  we  throw 
any  reftraint  on  the  occupier.  But,  if  we  might  raife  fome 
partial  objeciio!is  to  the  work,  the  general  tendency  of  it  is  good; 
and  we  could  have  wifned  that  the  author,  by  printing  it  in 
a  lefs  expenfive  form,  had  made  it  the  vehicle  for  general  in- 
formation. 
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SJx  Sermons  preached  before  the  Right  Hon.  Paul  Le  Mefuruyf 
Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  of  London.  By  Gccrge  Stepney 
Tozvn/ey,  M.  A.  Chaplain  to  his  LordJIiipy  ReSlor  of  the 
United  Parijhes  of  St.  Stephen,  fVa'brook,  and  St.  Bennct 
Sherehog,  and  LeBiirer  of  St.  Diwjlans  in  the  Laji.  ^vo, 
35.  Boards.     Rivingtons. 

'TPHE  fubje£ts  of  tliefe  Sermons  are  as  follow  : — On  the 
^     Holy  Communion — On  fetting  God  before  us — On  the 
F.ift  Day — On  Equality — On  Liberty — On  feeking  the  Peace 
of  the  City. 

The  firft  was  preached  before  the  lord-mayor,  the  alder- 
men, flieriffs,  and  the  common-council  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, on  the  day  appointed  for  adminiftering  the  holy  commu- 
nion to  the  members  of  the  corporation.  In  opening  this  difr 
courfe,  the  preacher  obferves,  that,  as 

'  In  this  nation,  among  thofe  who  profefs  to  reverence  the  au- 
thority of  Chrift  feme  objeft — -to  any  participation  cf  the  holy 
communion;  others — to  the  mode  of  communion  enjoined  in  our 
eilabliflied  church  ;.  and  others — to  the  interference  of  the  legifla- 
ture  in  requiring  a  compliance  with  tiiat  mode,  in  thofe  who  are  to 
be  entrufted  with  power  under. government,     (p.  4,) 

it  may  not  be  inapplicable  to  the  occafion  to  confider,  and  en- 
deavour to  remove,  fome  of  the  objeftions  advanced  on  thefe 
three  grounds  :  and  this,  no  doubt,  heeffcdledto  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  his  audience;  though,  in  refpecl  to  the  Teft  Atl:,  he 
forgot  to  mention,  amongil  the  arguments  to  fupport  its  ne- 
cefiity,  the  a6l  which,  in  its  confummate  wifdom,  thelegifla- 
ture  annually  pafles,  to  indemnify  from  its  falutary  penalties 
ihofe  who  never  comply  with  it. 

In  the  fecond  fermon,  the  principle  contained  in  the  text  is 
confidered,  and  the  benefits  ihat  refult  from  adherence  to  it, 
itated. 

The  third  fermon  feeks  to  illufiirate  the  text,  by  pointing 
out  inftances  of  the  want  of  righteoufncfs  amongfl  ourfelveS| 
and  the  leflbii  which  the  example  of  our  continentalfoes 
points  out.  The  pltlure  drawn  of  our  own  profligacy  we 
will  cite — 

'  In  the  rifinn;  generation  we  behold  an  attachment  to  frivolous 
purfuits,  an  averfion  to  reafonable  reftraiut,  an  indifference  to  tlie 
judgment  of  fuperiors^  an  inimcdcrate  love  of  pleafure — difpofi- 
tions  unfavourable  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  virtue,  and  religion  ;  and 
the  more  fo,  when  moral  obligations  are  confidered  only  as  fubfer- 
vient  to  convenience,  and  natural  and  revealed  religion  are  treated, 
as  if  unbelievers  had  demonlfrated  both  to  be  lalfe. 
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'  Among  thofe  perfons,  whofe  fituatioi>  in  life,  being  renrioved 
from  the  evils  and  temptations  attendant  ou  the  extreme  either  of 
poverty  or  riches,  is  the  rnoft  favourable  to  happinefs,  becaufe  moft 
favourable  to  virtue,  there  is  found  a  mifplaced  ambition  of  copy- 
ing licentious  manners,  and  adopting  irreligious  fentiments ;  appa- 
rent in  their  j^rofaning  the  Sa'jbath,  abfenting  themfelves  from  pub- 
lic worfliip,  remainintr  ignorant  of  the  Scriptures,  and  difregarding 
the  religion  of  the  bieired  Jefus. 

'  While  we  lament  tire  evils,  which  originate  with  the  moft  pro- 
fligate of  the  people,  and,  by  extending  their  baneful  influence, 
induce,  not  merely  the  moit  diftreffed  of  the  poor,  but  (as  our 
courts  of  juftice  now  more  than  ever  atteft)  perfons  entrufted  with 
property,  "Confidential  dependants,  "to  fteal,,  and  take  God's  holy 
name  in  vain ;"  is  it  not  likewife  dreadful  to  refleft,  that,  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  fociety,.  among  thofe  who  know,  or  have  every 
means  of  knowing,  "  the  way  of  God  more  perfedly,".  there  ar§ 
numbers,  who  "have  altogether  broken  the  yoke,  and  burfl:  the. 
bonds;"  Viho  are  diftinguifhed  for  poifoning  the  fources  of  public 
fpirit  and  of  dcmeflic  happinefs  by  gaming,  duelling,  artd  :;dult'e- 
ry  J  ",  glorying  in  their  fl:!ame,"  difavovving  refponfibility,  i^nd  fay- 
ing in  their  hearts,  "  Who  is  the  Lord  that  we  fhduldfear  him'?'" 

'  When  folly  and  profanenefs,  fraud  and  injuftice,  vice  and  infi- 
delity, are  thus  predominant,  I  cannot  flatter  you  that  our  national 
■guilt- is  not  already  fufficient  to  draw  down  upon  us  any  jsjdgment 
of  God. — Can  we  ferioufly  refieft  on  thefe  things  without  a  real 
concern  for  our  own  nation  ?  Can  we  ieel  that  concern  without 
deprecating  the  judgments  of  God?  For,  if  it  be"  the  unavoidable 
confequence  of  immorality  and  contempt  of  religion  to  weaken 
and  difTolve  the  bands  of  fociety,  let  us  not  fo  grofily  flatter  our- 
felves,  as  to  imagine  that  our  condition  is  fecure ;  or,  that  the  Al- 
mighty, though  "  rich  in  mercy,''  will  prote£t  and  preferve  thofe, 
who  perfifi  in  violating  his  comn^ands,  in  rejecting  his  word  and 
ordmances,  and  in  abufing  his  mercy  and  loving  kindnefs.'     r.  4c. 

The  next  difcourfe  offers  a  juflific?.tion  of  inequality  of 
conditions  from  Scripture,  and  the  conflitution  of  our  na- 
ture. 

Sermon  the  fifth  is  a  zealousanti-jacobin  harangue, — and 
the  laft,  an  earneft  exhortation  to  promote  the  interefls  of 
the  corporate  conftftution  of  London. 

Thefe  Sermons  are  written  in  an  eafy  ilyle,  and  are  better 
compofed  than  the  generality  of  thofe  we  have  feen  from 
corporation  chaplains. 
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j^  Treatife  on  the  Improvement  of  Canal  Navigation ;  exhibiting' 
the  mimercus  Advantiiges  to  be  derived  from  Jmall  Canals, 
and  Boats  of  two  to  five  Feet  "juide^  containing  from  two  to 
five  Tons  Burthen.  IVith  a  Defcription  of  the  Adachinery 
for  facilitating  Conveyance  by  fPater  through  the  mofl  mopiff 
tainous  CountrieSy  independent  of  Locks  and  Aqueducts  ;  in- 
cluding Obfervations  on  the  great  Importance  of  I'Vaier  Com- 
m/inications,  with  Thoughts  on^  and  Defigns  for^  Aquedufis 
and  Bridges^  of  Iron  and  JVood.  Iliuftrated  with  Seventeen 
P laics.  By  R.  Fulton,  Civil  Engineer,  ^to.  l%s.  Boards- 
i.  and  J.  Taylor.      1796. 

"C"  ARLY  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  the  difcovery  was  made, 
■^^  that,  in  the  tranfporting  of  goods  from  one  place  to  ano- 
ther, a  great  deal  of  labour  might  be  faved,  if  a  river  or  the 
fea  afforded  the  means  of  a  conveyance  by  water.     A  long 
time  probably  elapfed,  before  men  difcovered  that  water  was 
at  their  command,   and  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  introduce 
artificial  channels  into  a  country.     Tlie  fca  and  the  rivers  af- 
forded them  great  advantages  :  the  wind  and  the  current  v/ere 
at  tim.es  in  their  favour ;  but  to  balance  thefe  advantages,  the 
river  muft  be  afcended  againft  the  courfe  of  the  dream,  and 
the  winds  frequently  oppofed  their  return  to  their  native  port. 
A  canal  is  uniformlv  the  fame  whilft  filled  vvith  water :  the 
fame  quantity  of  labour  is  required  for  the  fame  commodities 
in  going  or  returning  :  but  it  is  not  expofed  to  the  delays  re- 
fulting  from  inundations  in  rivers,  nor  to  the  dangers  of  ftorms 
at  fea.     The  only  thing  to  be   confidered  in  the  forming  of 
them,  is   the  quantity  of  merchandife  which  they  are  likely 
to  convey,  and  whether  the  expenfe  in  cutting  them  is  likely 
to  be  repaid  by  the  advantage  of  water  over  land  carriage.     If 
the  country  is  mountainous,  and  one  caiial  is  connected  with 
another  by  means    of  locks,  the  expenfe  of  forming  thcfe 
locks,  and  the  delay  in  raifing  or  falling  the  goods  frorii  one 
level  to  another,  may  be  fuch  as  to  deftroy  entirely  tlie  fupe- 
riority  of  water  carriage  :  and  in  faft  the  ingenious  contrivan-r 
ces  pointed  out  in  this  work,  may  not  be  adequate  to  the  re- 
moval of  all  the  difficulties  which  the  inequality  of  a  country 
may  prefent  to  the  moft  experienced  engineer. 

Whateverthefe  difficulties  may  be  in  other  countries,  therearc 
few,  if  any,  of  this  kind  to  be  found  in  England.  We  have  water 
in  plenty,  and,  comparatively  fpeaking,  little  or  no  afperity  of 
road  to  overcome  :  and  if  half  the  money  employed  in  the 
prefent  thoughtlefs  war  had  been  expended  wifely  on  our 
own  country,  the  commodities  might  have  been  transferred 
from  any  one  county  to  another  at  a  third  of  the  prefent  ex- 
penfe, and  with  a  faving  to  the  nation,  of  many  acres  of  land, 
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now  cultivated  folely  for  horfes  employed  on  the  road.  From 
the  hirger  canals  little  troughs  might  have  been  made  toalmoffc 
every  farm-houfe,  and  a  boat  from  two  to  five  tons  burthen 
would  have  been  a  common  conveyance  from  the  barn  to  the 
market.  Paflage  boats  would  convey,  at  a  fmali  expenfe,  peo- 
ple from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other  ;  and  the  afti- 
vitv  and  indudrv  of  the  kingdom  would  increafe  a  thoufand 
fold. 

■In  this  work  many  important  confiderations  are  propofed  to 
nil  perfons  engaged  in  any  canal  undertaking;  and  they  appear 
to  us  to  be  deferving  of  the  higheil  attention.  h\  many 
places,  the  expenfe  of  canals,  for  vejTels  from  thirty  to  fifty 
tons  bor.then,  may  terrify  the  money-holder  from  riiking  his 
Capital  upon  them  :  when,  if- they  are  adapted  to  veiieis  unr 
der  ten  tons  burthen,  they  may  be  undertaken  with  the  great- 
eil  advantage.  Plans  of  boats  on  this.fcale  are  given  ;  aiid  the 
contrivance  of  placing  fmall  wheels  under  them,  for  transfer- 
ring them  from  one  canal  to  another,  is  both  ingenious  and 
■feems  to  us  likely  to  anfwer.  Inilead  of  locks,  it  is  propofed  to 
tranfer  the  boats,  when  one  canal  is  elevated  above  the  other, 
by  inclined  planes,  or  by  a  perpendicular  lift.  When  inclined 
planes  are  ufed,  the  firft  difficulty  is  to  ralfe  the  barge  out  of 
th£  water,  which  will  confequently  defcend  by  its  own 
weight,  and  draw  up  an  empty  or  a  lefs  heavy  barge  from  the 
lower  canal.  To  raife  the  barge  out  of  the  water,  the  con- 
trivance is  eafy  and  fimple.  Near  to  the  higher  canal,, a  pit  is 
funk,  in  which  is  fufpended  a  large  empty  barrel,  intended  as 
the  power,  by  means  of  the  wheel  and  axis,  to  raife  the  barge. 
Chains  are  fixed  to  the  barge  to  be  railed,  which  of  courfe 
will  require  a  certain  power  .at  the  other  end  to  move  it.  A 
tube  communicates  from  the  upper  canal  with  the  barrel  in 
the  pit,  by  which  the  barrel  is  filled  with  water,  and  confe- 
quently its  weight  may  be  made  greater  than  that  of  any 
loaded  barge  on  the  canal ;  and,  after  the  barge  is  raifed,  a 
valve  is  opened  in  the  barrel,  and  the^water  iiluing  out  is  con- 
veyed, by  means  of  a  tube,  to  the  lower  canal,  and  thus  the 
little  water  that  is  loft;  to  the  firft,  is  gained  by  the  fecond 
canal.  Inilead  of  this  barrel,  an  overlhot  mill  is  propofed  to 
produce  the  fame  effeil-  ;  and  experience  will  bed  determine 
the  fuperior  advantages  of  either.  For  the  perpendicular  lift, 
the  expenfe  of  building  the  walls  may  be  greater  than  that  of 
making  the  plane:  but  this  may  be  compenfated  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  friction  in  every  tranfport. 

When  a  canal  is  to  be  made  in  a  mountainous  country,  an 
iron  aquedu6t  is  propofed  for  the  conveyance  between  two 
hills.  The  idea  is  a  bold  one,  but  not  on  that  account  lefs 
pi aife worthy.    Some  excellent  remarks  are  alfo  made  on  the 
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comparative  advantages  of  bridges  made  of  iron,  wood,  or 
Hone:  and  though  to  many  of  our  readers  the  author's  no- 
tions will  appear  chimerical,  we  have  heard  too  much  and  read 
too  much  of  the  cenfares  on  every  bold  attempt,  to  call  that 
a  chimera,  which  in  a  few  years'  time  n>ay  be  realifed.  The 
firft  mati  who  attempteU  to  make  a  ilone-bridgc,  was  proba- 
bly called  alternately  a  fool  and  a  pvodi^^y  by  his  neighbours  : 
our  author  cannot  expeil  to  be  fafefrom  fimiilar  cenfures,  and 
ought  not  to  be  furprifed  if  his  notions  on  the  fpan  of  anarch 
iliould  meet  v/ith  a  fimilar  fate. 

The  language  of  the  work  is  rather  too  much  inflated  in 
fomc  parts  ;  but  where  the  contrivances  are  defcribed,  it  is  fuf- 
ciently  plain  and  clear.  In  treating  a  fubjecl:  of  this  kind,  an 
attempt  at  any  rhetorical"  llourifhes  Is  not  defirable,  and  it  fe!- 
dom  I'ucceeds.  The  work  will  be  ufeful,  ciuefly-  for  engi- 
neers andperfons  in  trade;  and  to  them.it  might  be  PlIiI  more 
adapted,  if  confined  to  the  explaiaatioli  6f  the  ptates  :  buc 
though  we  thus  recommend  it  to  perfons  particularly  engaged 
in  the  making  of  canals,  we  ihouid  do  injuilice  to  its  merits, 
if  we  did  not  point  it  out  to  the  members  of  our  legiflature, 
many  of  whom  are  perliaps  ntit  fenfible, 'that,  by  the  jridiculous 
remarks  in  their  fpeeches,  they  frequently  become  the  jefi:  of 
every  one  the  lean  acquainted  with  the  rudiments  of  mecha- 
iiics  and  hydroitatics.  ■ 
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Bell.  ' 

T  ¥  7HEN  we  reije£l  ori  the  difiipatlon  by  which  our  fafliiion* 
'  *  able  females  are  diilinguiUKd,  it  gives  us  pleafure  to 
have  opportuftitities  of  pointing  Qut  exceptions.  That  ihe 
compofitionsof  which  this  volume  confifts,  are  high'iy  reputa- 
ble to  their  author,  we  doubt  not  our  readers  will  admir, 
from  the  fpecimien  fubjoined — 

'  ON  RETURNING  TO  LEHENJ, 
In  May,  .mdcclxxxiii. 

*  Welcome  once  more,  my  native  land  ! 

What  joy  to  breathe  the  perfum'd  gale. 
Which,  as  immers'd  in  thought  I  ftand. 

Salutes  me  from  the  hawthorn  vjsle  ! 

'  O  Solitude  !  of  mind  ferene, 

Parent  of  Innocence  and  peace, 
Prefide  for  ever  o'er  this  fcene. 
Nor  let  this  grateful  filence  ceafe  ! 

*  I've 
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*  I've  left  the  gayer  paths  of  life, 

Where  Reafon  ne'er  could  Pleafurc  fin'J, 
Where  ever  relHels,  bufy  Strife 

Leaves  look'd-for  Happinefs  behind, 

<  Tiiere  Flattery  o'er  my  youtiiful  cheek 
Has  fpread  a  monientary  glow  ; 

There  Vanity  has  madtr  me  ftek 
The  gilded  ropfs  of  hidden  Woe, 

*  There  have  I  feen  neglecfted  Worth, 

Abafh^d,  decline  her  honeft  head,. 
While  Vice  in  gaudy  robes  came  forth. 
By  Pride  and  Adulation  led. 

'  There  Envy  fteeps  the  poifon'd  dart. 
To  ftrjke  at  Merit's  open  breaft  ; 

There  fmooth,  infiniiatingr  7\rt 
Deceives  the  wjfeft  and  the  befr. 

*  The  nobles,  who  were  wont  to  raife 

To  Liberty  a  fpotlefs  fhrine, 
To  Av'rice  now  devote  their  dsys, 
For  her  unhallow'd  garlands  tv.-ine. 

*  The  gentle  virgin,  who  of  yore 

Thought  u'orth  and  happiiiefs  the  fame. 
Contemns  what  Ihe  rever'd  before, 
And  Truth  fhe  calls  an  empty  name. 

*  The  beauty,  whom  relentlefs  Time 

Has  robb'd  of  every  boafted  grace, 
Retains  the  follies  of  her  prime. 

And  decks  with  borrow'd  bloom  her  fate. 

*  But  fay,  amid  fuch  fcenes  as  thefe, 

Can  I  itill  hope  my  mind  was  free  ? 
Say,  in  this  more  than  Cretan  maze, 
Was  I  devoted  (till  to  thee  ? 

*  Did  ne'er  Ambition  fwell  my  breaO, 

Or  fparkJe  in  my  dazzled  eye? 
Did  ne'er  oft'ended  pride  moleft 

IVly  hours,  or  prompt  the  heavipg  llgh  ? 

*  Yes:  I  have  felt  their  baneful  power, 

Have  own'd  their  univerfal  fwav. 
Was  tempted  in  one  thoughtlefs  hour 
Their  fhamefui  dilates  to  obev. 
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*  But  Reafon  rais'd  my  fainting  foul, 

Ere  I  the  magic  draught  could  fip  ; 
Ere  I  had  touch'd  t^e  Syren's  bowl, 
She  turn'd  it  from  ray  eager  lip. 

♦'  Amoret,''  file  cried,  "  for  ever  leave 

This  fcene  where  vice  and  follv  rei?n  : 
The  time  you've  \o&  in  crowds  retrieve. 
Nor  hope  for  blifs  but  on  the  plain." 

*  With  this  kind  counfe!  I  complied, 

No  longer  worldly  fplendoiir  prizfe  ; 
Nor  fnall  I  build  my  nobler  pride 
But  on  becoming  good  and  wife. 

*  Accept  then,  Solitude,  my  prayer, 

A  wearied  wanderer  receive  ; 
Strengfhen'd  by  thee    I  will  prepare 

Bv  fpotlefs  virtue  for  the  grave.'      p.  3^. 

The  typography  of  this  volume  has  conHderable  merit,  and 
jhe  prefixed  portrait  of  the  author  is  exquifitcly  finiflied. 


U'ke  Engli/h  Encyclopcpdla :  being  a  Coilecl'ion  of  Treatifes^  and 
a  Ditliormry  of  TermSf  ilh^Jh  ative  of  the  jiris  and  Sciences. 
Partly  Abrld-jcd  from  the  Encyclopced'ia  Brhann'ica^  ivith 
copious  yfdditions,  and  new  Treatife^y  jeleiled  from  modern 
Authors  of  the  firji  Eminence  in  the  different  Branches  of 
Science,  ^to-  Fob.  I.  and  II.  and  Part  I.  of  Vol.  III. 
2/.    I5f.  Boards.     Kearfley.      1795- 

'  'T^O  facilitate  the  labours  pf  the  induftrious  and  the  ingenious, 
■  to  euide  the  hand  of  the  diligent  mechanic,  and  to  extend 
;he  purfuits  of  the  (kilful  artift,  are  (fays  the  editor  in  his  Addrefs) 
the  chief  objefts  of  publications  like  this ;  which,  as  their  title  of 
Encyclopaedia  exprefles,  embrace,  in  the  complete  circle  of  the 
arts  and  fciences,  the  true  principles  of  fecial  life. 

'  In  proportion  only  as  knowledge  isdiffufed,  and  the  advantages 
of  it  are  clearly  underftood,  the  importance  of  fuch  a  work  can  be 
juftly  eftimated.  It  prefcnts,  not  fokly  a  barren  gratification  tocu- 
rioilty,  but  if  is  the  fpring  of  adion,  and  the  (ource  of  opulence  : 
it  inftrufts  us  to  fupply  by  human  arts  the  dtficiencies  of  nature ; 
it  cohtrouls fancy  by  experience;  and  placing  before  our  eyes  along 
feries  of  experiments,  it  enables  us  to  re'jtGt  the  talfe,  to  adopt  the 
true,  and  to  improve  the  ufeful. 

'  Thus  in  huibandry,  theory  Ls  corrected  or  confirmed  by  prac- 
tice :  inftead  of  abandoning  the  farmer  to  the  dangerous  fuggeftions 
of  a  hvely  imagination,  he  is  here  taught  to  enlarge  his  expectations, 
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or  to  contract  liis  hopi^s,  by  the  iuccefs  or  dilappoiptments  of 
others,  liy  turnhig  to  ^.finglp  article,  he  is  not  only  introduced  to 
the  various  infrruments,  which  upon  trial  have  been  found  beft  cal- 
culated to  dimiiiifli  his  toils  and  advance  his  iatcreits';  he  is  not 
only  made  acquainted  with  their  names  and  their  con{iru6lion,  their 
principles  and  t^eir  purpofes,  but  he  lees  at  'once  the 'effefts  that 
thev  have  produced,  and  the  Ipecific  proportions  in  which  they  have 
anivvered. 

*  He  purfues  the  clue,  and  it  gradually  unfolds  t'O-.  his  fight  thie 
accuniuiated  treafures  of  (upcefiive  ag<s.s ;  he, beholds  the  [.roduc- 
tions  of  happier  foiig  tranfplanied  to  his  own.  He  is  impelled'  by 
example  to  revolve  the  nseanb  by  which  tliey  may  be  multiplied 
and  iiviproved;  his  mind  expands  vvith  his  enquiries;  he  traces  the" 
fource  of  his  own  wealth,  aad  of  hi's  country's  profperity  ;  and  he 
exults  while  he  refle«fls,  that  the  increafe  of  herbjge  augments  the 
number  of  his  flocks  and  herds,  which  in  their  turn  contribute  to 
fertilize  the  pafhircs  they  graze  in.' 

That  a  judicious  feleclion  of  Avhat  is  truly  ufefulirovn  the 
common  ilock  of  knowledge,  cireuiaied  cheaply,  and  illuf- 
trated  by  the  aid  of.  elegant  and  accurate  engravinp;s,  mufi; 
prove  a  benefit  to  the  communityj  no  one  at  prefent,  v/e 
■apprehend,  will  be  inclined  to  deny  ;  and  it  is  a  conviction  of 
this  (brt  that  has  induced  us  to  wave,  in  the  prefent  iiiftancQ, 
the  rule  we  generally  cbferve,  not  to  notice  publications  that 
are  incomplete. 

No  one  is  ignorant  of  the  great  national  work  of  this  fprt 
undertaken  in  France,  'i'hat  fuch  a  work,  completed  by  fuch 
mea  as  were  enraged  in  its  compilation,  ought  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  common  benefit^  cijimot  be  denied  :  but  how  few  are.ihe 
libraries  in  which,  this  inunenfe  and  coftly  performance  i^s  in- 
cluded !  confequeitly  how  limited  muft  be  its.  real  utility  !  It 
is  a  mountain  of  knowledge,  to  be  admired  for  its  grandeur 
lather  than  venerated  for  its  ufefulnefs.  It  is  a  huge  pile:,  of 
which  even  the  members  are  too  maffive  for  any  praftical 
purpofe.  On  thefe  confiderations,  there  can  be  no  doubf  of 
the  advantages  which  the  public  may  derive  from  a  work  hke 
the  prefent,  which,  keeping  utility  in  view,  appears  to  us 
equally  removed  from  brevity  and  diirurenefs  j  and  which 
cannot  but  have  the  advantage  of  all  (imilar  works  of  an  ear- 
lier date,  from  the  opportunity  afforded  the  editor  of  taking 
in  ail  the  improvements  and  inventions  which  have  occurred 
to  the  prefent  period. 

On  an  attentive  examination  of  many  of  the  treatifes,  w^ 
accordingly  find  many  traits  of  judgment  in  the  compilers, 
who  have  made  their  fele£lions  from  fuch  authors  as  include 
the  molt  recent  and  valuable  diicovcrics :  and  the  arrangement 
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of  the  ttiatevials  ib  fc]e£led  is,  at  leaft  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, no  leis  judicious.  We  particularly  diilingniih,  in  thefe 
refpeds,  thole  trentifes  which  ftand  highcfl  in  point  of  im- 
portance. Tl]at  on  Chemiftry  is  principally  from  Chaptal,but 
includes  every  thing  valu;\ble  in  cotemporary  publications  on 
the  lame  i'ubje6l,  and  a  t.ible  of  tlie  new  nomenclature,  which 
it  invariably  adopt;i.  The  lame  may  be  faid  of  the  treatifeson 
Dyeing  and  Bleaching,  in  which  nothing  is  omitted  that  the 
moft  recent  publications  could  afford.  The  treistife  on  Educa- 
tion is  from  RouiTeau,  certainly  the  greateft  writer  on  the 
fubje£V,  not  excepting 'Mr.  Locke  :  we  obfervc,  however, 
v/ith  pleafure,  the  judicious  way  in  which  the  editor  has 
pruned  it  of  many  ecccncTicities,  and  added  many  mareriai 
paffages  from  other  writers.  The  trcatifeon  Anatomy,  though 
principally  taken  from  a  writer  of  the  mod  fterling  merit,  and 
including  every  difcovery  iincehis  time,  we  apprehend,  might- 
have  been  improved  by  a  departure  from  the  original  arrange- 
ment. The  plates  are  certainly  the  beft  that  have  appeared 
on  the  fame  fcale,  and  are  therefore  highly  worthy  of  the 
preference  given  them  to  later  engravings.  Tlie  treatife  ou 
Electricity  is  aimoffc  wholly  taken  from  that  judicious  writer 
the  late  Mr.  George  Adams,  Without  being  minute  oa 
points  with  which  every  electrician  is  acquainted,  it  contains 
enough  for  the  information  of  thofe  wholly  uninformed,  and 
yet  prefents  an  ample  (hare  of  what  is  new,  curious,  and  fpc-  ' 
culative,  for  the  gratiiication  of  the  inquifitivc  philofopher. 
A  fevv^  of  the  latter  fe  ill  on  s  include  an  account  of  the  electri- 
cal powers  of  animal  bodies,  and  a  fketch  of  the  difcoveries 
of-  Galvani,  refpecling  the  functions  of  the  nerves.  The 
treatife  on  Farriery  has  greatly  the  advantage  over  any  other 
compilation  on  the  lame  fubject,  befides  polTelRng  much 
original  matter  drawn  from  the  fchooU;  of  the  veterinary  col- 
lege. The  anatomical  defcription  of  the  horfe,  with  excel- 
lent plates,  partly  from  Stubbs  and  partly  from  a  later  work, 
form  a  novel  and  very  valuable  addition  to  it. 

It  would  lead  us  far  beyond  our  prcfcribed  limits,  to  enter 
into  a  particular  examination  of  any  of  the  general  articles. 
Thofe,  however,  who  v/i!l  take  the  trouble  to  compare  them 
even  with  the  enlarged  edition  o\'  Cirambers,  and  other 
popular  works  of  the  kind,  will  find  caufe  for  approbation 
though  it  is  to  be  admitted  the  work  owes  much  to  thofe  from 
which  the  editor  has  avov/cdly  cohected. 

It  would  be  invidiorjs  to  notice  a  icw  trilling  deviations  from 
accuracy  in  the  references  to  the  plates.  The  piates  thcm- 
felves  are,  beyond  comparifon,  the  belt  we  have  noticed  in 
any  fimilar  work  ;  and  in  an  undertaking  of  fuch  magnitude, 
it  would  be  fmgular  indeed  if  it  were  conducted  without  oe- 
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cafional  miflakes. — On  the  whole,  however,  it  is  but  juftiee 
to  conclude  with  giving  it  as  our  decided  opinion,  that  tlic 
work  has  thus  far  been  well  condu6\ed,-  and  promifes  to  be 
eminently  uleiul  to  the  community. 


Two  Letters  addrejfed  to  a  Member  cf  the  prefent   Par/inmenfy 
on   the  Propofals  for  Peace  iv'ilh  the  Regicide  Dh'cfiory  of 
France.     By  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke.     Svo.      35.  6d: 
Rivingtons.     IJQ''^- 

^|'*HE  length  of  time  that  has  elapfcd  Cince  the  work  before 
us  was  firft  pvomifed  to  the  public,  muft  naturally  liavc 
increafed  that,  curiofity  vv'hich  has  always  been  excited  by  the 
literary  pvodu61:ions  of  Mr.  Burke.  The  name  and  reputation 
of  the  author, — the  importance  of  the  fubjeit,— and  the  pe- 
culiar period  at  which  it  has  been  introduced,  all  indeed  com- 
bine to    render  it  highly  interefting;  yet  thofe    who    have 
been  accufliomed  to  pcrufe  the  more  recent  political  perform- 
ances of  Mr.  Burke,  will  not  be  difappointed  if  tliis  lafh  is  ra- 
ther calculated  to  amufe  than  to  improve  ;  the  fame  brilliancy 
cf  colouring,  the  fame  exuberance  of  fancy,  the  fame  Jofty 
flights   of  imagination,  which   dillinguifhed  the   offspring  of 
that  gentleman  in  youth,  ftill  ador!i  them  in  age  ;  but  the  li- 
neaments of  the  father  are  alfo  to  be  traced  in  the  fame  wild- 
refs  of  ideas,  the  fame  intemperance  of  language,  the  fame 
pertinacious  adherence   to  his  own  opinions,  and  the  fame 
contempt  for  the  judgment  of  the  rofl  of  mankind. 

The  pamphlet  contains  two  letters  to  a  member  of  the  pre- 
fent parliament,  on   the  propofals  for  peace  with  a  regicide 
direcSiory  ;  and  in  the  very  title  of  the  work  may  be  anticipat- 
ed tf)e  contents.     It  is  on  a  regicide  peace  that  Mr.  Burke  has 
delivered  his  fentiments :  and  it  is  the  dreadful  confequen- 
ces  of  fuch  a  peace  that  prefent  themfelves  to  his  perturbed 
imagination  in  every  page  of  the  performance  ;  it  is  the  ghofi: 
cf  B.mquo  that  perpetually  puflies  him  from  his  feat :  he  be- 
Iiokis  it  afTume  the  fliape  of  a  tiger  from  Bengal  ;   he  hears  its 
roarings  in  the  lobby  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  while  the  trem- 
bling members  precipitate  their  flight  from  the  back  windows 
cf  the  houfe.  Jt  devours  cur  gracious Jovereign,  and  his  exemplary 
quecrty — thcje  prince[fes  whoje  beauty  and  modeft  elegance  are  the 
oitiomoUs  cf   the   country.^ — the  prince  of  IVales  and  duke   of 
.Icrl'y   the  hope  and  pride  of  the  nation, — the  rj^hole  body  of  our 
excellent  clergy^ — the  judges, — the  peers  and  commons, — our  mer-^ 
chants  and  bankers, — and  the   cili%ens  of  our  greateji  and  mcjl 
fourifJmrg  cities.     And  thefe  a;re  the  fanguinary  expectations     - 
imprcired  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Burke,  by  the  hmpJe  circum- 
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Trance  of  an  ambaflador  having  bren  ient  over  to  Paris,  to 
put  an  end  to  a  war,  which,  it  iduniverfaily  confefTcd,  muftin 
its  continuance  be  equally  ruinous  to  both  nations. 

The  little  fuccefs  that  can  be  expeiled  from  this  meafure, 
according  to  Mr.  Burke,  may  be  eafiiy  calculated  from  the 
refult  of  our  former  paciiic  advances. 

*  The  regicides  were  the  f.rfl  to  declisre  ivar.  We  are  the  trfl 
to  {\i.e  for  peace.  In  proportion  to  the  humility  and  perfeverance 
we  have  ftiewu  in  our  addrelTes,  has  been  the  obflaiacy  of  tneir 
arrogance  in  rejecting  our  fuir.  Tiie  patience  of  their  pride  i<;eir>s 
io  have  been  worn  out  with  the  importunity  of  our  courtOiip. 
Difgufted  as  they  ar:  with  a  conduft  fo  different  from  all  the 
ientmients  by  which  they  are  themfelves  fil!ed,  they  think  to 
put  an  end  to  our  vexatious  felicitation   by  redoubling  their  in- 

iultb. 

'  It  happens  frequently,  that  pride  may  rcje<ft  a  public  advance, 
while  intereft  liftens  to  a  fecret  fuggeilion  of  advantage.  The  op- 
portunity has  been  afforded.  At  a  very  early  period  in  the  di[>}o- 
macv  of  humiliation,  a  gentleman  was  Tent  on  an  errand,  of  which, 
from  the  motive  cf  ir,  v.'hatcver  the  evmt  might  be,  we  can  never 
be  afliamed.  Humanity  cannot  be  degraded  by  humiliation.  It  is 
it's  very  character  to  fubmit  to  fuch  things.  There  is  a  confan- 
guinity  between  benevolence  and  humility.  They  are  virtues  of 
the  fame  ffock*.  Dignity  is  of  as  good  a  race ;  but  it  belou'-rs  to 
the  family  of  fortitude.  In  the  fpirit  of  thit  benevolence,  we  fent 
a  gentleman  to  befeech  the  direftory  of  Regicide,  not  to  be  quite  fo 
prodigal  as  their  republick  had  been  of  judicial  murder.  We  foli- 
cited  them  to  fpare  the  lives  of  fome  unhappy  perlons  of  the  firll 
dillindion,  whole  fafety  at  other  times  could  liot  have  been  an  ob- 
;e6f  of  folicitation.  They  had  quitted  France  on  the  faith  of  the 
declaration  of  the  rights  of  citizens.  They  never  had  been  in  tiic 
fervice  of  the  regiodes,  nor  at  their  hands  had  .'■eceived  anv  (lipend. 
The  very  fyftem  and  conftitution  of  government  that  now  prevails, 
was  fettled  fubfequent  to  their  emigration.  They  ^were  under  the 
protection  of  Gre.at  Britain,  and  in  his  majefry's  pay  and  fervice. 
Not  an  hofrile  invafion,  but  the  difafters  of  the  fea  had  thrown 
them  upon  a  (liore,  m<;re  barbaro'.is  and  inhofpitable  than  the  in- 
clement ocean  under  the  moft  pltiiefi  oi  it's  ftorms.  HercAvas  an 
opportunity  to  e.xprefs  a  feeling  for  the  miferies  cf  war;  and  to  oj)eii 
fome  fort  of  comcrfation,  which  (after  our  publick  overtures  had 
glutted  their  pride),  at  a  cautious  and  jealous  diflance,  mi>)-ht  lead 
to  fomething  like. an  accommodation.  What  was  the  event  i'  A 
ftrange  uncouth  thing,  a  theatrical  figure  of  the  opera,  his  head 
fliaded  with  three-coloured  plunses,  his  body  fantarticaiiy  habited, 
fliutted  from  the  back  fcenes,  and  after  a  i^nor^  fpeech,  in  the 
iiiDck-heroic   falietto  oi  flupid   tragedy,  ' delivered  the  gentleman 
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who  caine  to  make  the  rcprefentation  into  the  cuftody  of  a  guard, 
\vith  direftions  not  to  lofe  figiit  of  him  for  a  moment;  and  then 
ordered  him  to  be  fent  from  Paris  in  two  hours.'    p.  26. 

*  It  wnsnot  enough,  that  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  \n  the  open- 
ing of  the  feffion  in  1795,  thivw  out  oglifigs  and  glances  of  tender- 
nefs.  Left  this  coquetting  lliould  fecm  too  cold  and  ambiguous, 
without  waiting  for  it's  effed,  the  violent  paflion  for  a  relation  to 
the  regicides,  produced  a  direft  meOage  from  the  crown,  and  it's 
conf<::quences  from  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  On  the  part  of 
the  regicides  thefe  declarations  could  not  be  entirely  paiTed  by  with- 
out notice  :  but  in  that  notice  they  dil'coverid  ftili  more  clearly  the 
bottom  of  their  chArarter.  The  offer  made  to  them  by  the  mefTagfe 
to  parliament  was  hinted  at  in  their  anfwer;  but  in  an  obfcure  and 
oblique  manner  as  before.  They  a'ccompanied  their  notice  of  the 
indications  manifelled  on  our  fide,  with  every  kind  of  infolent  and 
taunting  rcjleclion.  The  regicide  direftory,  the  day  on  which,  irt 
their  gipfey  jargon,  they  call  the  5th  of  Pluviofe,  in  return  for  our 
advances,  charge  us  with  eludincj  our  declarations  under  "  evafive 
formalities  and  frivolous  pretexts."  W.hat  theie  pretexts  and  eva- 
fions  were,  they  do  not  fay,  and  I  have  ne-' er  heard.  But  they  do 
nut  reft  there.  They  proceed  to  charge  us,  and,  as  it  (bould  feem, 
our  allies  In  the  mafs,  with  direcl:  perfidy  ;  they  are  fo  conciliatory 
ia  their  language  as  to  hint  that  this  perhdious  character  is  not  new 
i[i  our  proceedings.  However,  notwithitanding  this  our  habitual 
perfidy,  they  will  offer  peace,  "  on  conditions  as  moderate" — as 
what  ?  as  reafon  and  as  equity  require  ?  No  !  as  moderate  "  as  are 
fiiitable  to  their  national  dignity."  National  dignity  in  all  treaties 
I  do  admit  is  an  important  confideration.  They  have  given  us  an 
ufeful  hint  on  that  fubiect  :  but  disfuits',  hitherto,  has  beloncred  to 
the  mode  of  proceeding,  not  to  the  matter  of  a  treaty.  N^ever  be- 
fore has  it  been  mentioned- as  the  ftandard  for  ratin<T  the  conditions 
of  peace ;  no,  never  by  the  nioll  violent  of  conquerors.  Indem- 
nification is  capable  of  fome  eltlmate  ;  dignity  has  no  ftandard.  It 
is  impoflible  to  guefs  what  acquiutions  pride  and  ambition  may 
think  fit  for  their  dio-nitv.  But  left  any  doubt  lliould  "remain  oa 
what  they  think  for  their  dignity,  the  regicides  in  the  next  para- 
graph tell  us  "  that  they  will  have  no  peace  with  their  enemies, 
until  they  have  reduced  them  to  a  ftate,  which  will  put  them  under 
an  i;npoffibility  of  purfuing  their  wretched  projefts ;"  that  is,  in 
plain  French  or  Englifli,  imtil  they  have  accomphflied  our  utter 
and  irretrievable  ruin.  This  is  their  pacific  language.  It  flows 
from  their  unalterable  principle  in  whatever  language  they  fpeak,  or 
whatever  fteps  they  take,  whether  of  real  war,  or  of  pretended  pa- 
cification. They  have  never,  to  do  them  juftice,  been  at  much 
trouble  in.  concealing  their  intentions.     We  were  as  obftinately  re- 
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folved  to  think  them  not  in  earnefl  :  but  I'  confefs  jefts  of  this' 
fort,  whatever  their  urbanity  may  be^  are  not  much  to  my  tafte.-  ' 
'  To  this  conciliatory  and  amicable  publick  coramun'ication,  our 
fole  anfwer,  in  effeft,  is  this — "  Citizen  regicides  !  whenever 
you  find  yourfelves  in  the  humour,  you  may  have  a  peace  with 
us.  That  is  a  point  vou  may  always  command.  We  are  con- 
ftantly  iri  attendance,  and  nothing  you  can  do  ihall  hinder  us  from 
the  renevv'al  of  our  fupp'Iications.  You  n>gy'turh  us-out  at  the  door'; 
but  we  will  jinrjp  in  at  the  window." 

'  To  thole,  who  do  not  love  to  conten^plate 'the  fall  of  human 
greatnefs,  I  do  not  know  a  more  mortifyinjj;  fpeftacle,  than  to  fee 
the  aflembled  majefty  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  waiting  as- 
patient  fuitors  in  the  anti-chamber  of  Regicide.  They  wait,  it 
feems,  until  the  fanguinary  tyrant  Carnot,  fliall  have  fnorted  away 
the  fumes  of  the  indigefled  blood  of  his  fovereign.  Then,  when 
funk  on  the  doWn  of  ufurped  pomp,  hcs  (hall  have  fufficiently  in- 
dulged his  meditations  with  what  monarch  he  fliall  next  glut  his 
ravening  maw,  he  may  condefcend  to  fignify  that  it  is  his  pleafure 
to  be  awake ;  and  that  he  is  at  leifure  to  receive  the  propofals  of  his 
high  and  mighty  clients  for  the  terms  on  which  he  may  refpite  the 
execution  of  the  fentence  he  has  paiTed  upon  them.  At  the  open- 
ing of  thofe  doors,  what  a  fight  it  muft  be  to  behold  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  royal  impotence,  in  the  precedency  which  they  will 
intrigue  to  obtain,  and  which  will  be  granted  to  them  according  to 
the  feniority  of  their  degradation,  fneaking  into  the  regicide  pre-  - 
ftnce,  and  with  the  reliquts  of  the  fmile  which  they  had  dreiled  up, 
for  the  levee  of  their  mafters,  ftill  flickering  on  their  curled  lips, 
prefenting  the  faded  remains  of  their  courtly  graces,  to  meet  the 
fcornful,  ferocious,  fardonic  grin  of  a  bloody  ruffian,  who,  whilft 
he  is  receiving  their  homage,  is  meafuring  them  with  his  eye,  and 
fitting  to  their  fize  the  Aider  of  his  guillotine !  Thefe  ambafladors 
may  eafily  return  as  good  courtiers  as  they  went;  but  can  they  ever 
return  from  that  degrading  refidence,  loyal  and  faithful  fubjefts;  or 
with  any  true  affedion  to  their  mafter,  or  true  attachment  to  the 
conflitiition,  religion,  or  laws  of  their  country  }  There  is  great 
danger  that  they  who  enter  fmilinginto  this  Trophonian  cave,  will 
come  out  of  it  fad  and  ferious  confpirators ;  and  fuch  will  continue 
as  long  as  they  live.  They  will  become  true  conduflors  of  conta- 
gion to  every  country,  which  has  had  the  misfortune  to  fend  them 
to  the  fource  of  that  eleftricity.  At  beft  they  will  become  Totally 
indifferent  to  good  and  evil,  to  one  inititution  or  another.  This 
fpecies  of  indifference  is  but  too  generally  diftinguifiiable  in  thofe 
who  have  been  much  employed  in  foreign  courts;  but  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  the  evil  muft  be  aggravated  without  meafure :  for  they  go 
from  their  country,  not  with  the  pride  of  the  old  charafter,  but  in 
a  ftate  of  the  lowefi:  degradation  ;  and  what  muft  happen  in  their 
place  of  refidence  can  have  no  effeft  in  raifing  them  to  the  level  of 
'-Crit.Rey.  Vol.  XYIII.  O^o-^dT,  1796.  P  true 
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true  dignity,  or  of  chafte  fdf  eftimation,  either  as  men,  or  as  r6« 
prefentativtb  of  crowned  heads.'     p.  31. 

How  far  lord  Malmefbury  maybe  plcafed  with  the  application 
of  the  latter  part  of  rhis  extract,  it  refls  for  his  feelings  to  de- 
termine. 

From  the  danger  that  may  arife  from  any  negotiation  with  a 
regicide  diredory,  Mr.  Burke  next  pafTes  to  the  apprehenfions 
that  ought  to  be  entertained  from  the  immediate  divifions 
which  dillra£l  this  country — 

*  It  cannot  be  concealed.  We  are  a  divided  people.  But  in 
divifions,  where  a  part  is  to  be  taken,  we  are  to  make  a  mufter  ot 
our  flrencrrh.  I  have  often  endeavoured  to  compute  and  to  clals 
thofe  who,  in  anv  political  view,  are  to  be  called  the  people.  With- 
out doing  fomething  of  this  fort  we  muft  proceed  abfurdly.  We 
fliould  not  be  much  wifer,  if  we  pretended  to  very  great  accuracy 
in  our  eftimate  :  but  I  think,  in  the  calculation  I  have  made,  the 
error  cainiot  be  very  material.  In  England  and  Scotland,  I  com- 
pute that  thofe  of  adult  age,  not  dechning  in  life,  of  tolerable  lei- 
fure  for  fuch  difcuflions,  and  of  fome  means  of  information,  more 
or  lefs,  and  who  are  above  menial  dependence,  (or  what  virtually 
is  fuch)  may  amount  to  about  four  hundred  thoufand.  There  is 
luch  a  thing  as  a  natural  reprefentative  of  the  people.  This  body 
is  that  reprefentative;  and  on  this  body,  more  than  on  the  legal 
conftituent,  the  artificial  reprefentative  depends.  This  is  the  Britifli 
publick  ;  and  it  is  a  publick  very  numerous.  The  reft,  when 
feeble,  are  the  obje61:s  of  protection ;  when  ftrong,  the  means  of 
force.  They  who  affeft  to  confider  that  part  of  us  in  any  other 
light,  infult  while  they  cajole  us;  they  do  not  want  us  for  coun- 
fellors  in  deliberation,  but  to  lift  us  as  foldiers  for  battle. 

'  Of  thefe  four  hundred  thoufand  political  citizens,  I  look  upon 
one  fifth,  or  about  eighty  thoufand,  to  be  pure  jacobins ;  utterly 
incapable  of  amendment;  objefts  of  eternal  vigilance;  and  when 
they  break  out,  of  legal  conftraint.  On  thefe,  no  reafon,  no  ar- 
gument, no  example,  no  venerable  authority,  can  have  the  flighteft 
influence.  They  defire  a  change  ;  and  they  will  have  it  if  they  can. 
If  they  cannot  have  it  by  Englifli  cabal,  they  will  make  no  fort  of 
fcruple  of  having  it  by  the  cabal  of  France,  into  which  already  they 
are  virtually  incorporated.  It  is  only  their  aflured  and  confident 
exf>edtation  of  the  advantages  of  French  fraternity  and  the  approach- 
ing bleflings  of  regicide  intercourfe,  that  fiiins  over  their  mifchiev- 
ous  difpofitions  with  a  momentary  quiet. 

'  This  minority  is  great  and  formidable.  I  do  not  know  whether 
if  I  aimed  at  the  total  overthrow  of  a  kingdom,  I  fliould  wi(h  to  be 
encumbered  with  a  larger  body  of  partizans.  They  are  more  eafily 
difciplined  and  direfted  than  if  the  number  were  greater.  Thefe, 
by  their  fpirit  of  intrigue,  and  by  their  reftlefs  agitating  activity, 
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are  of  a  force  far  fuperlor  to  their  numbers  ;  aiid  if  times  grew  the 
leafl:  critical,  have  the  means  of  debauching  or  intimidating  many 
of  thofe  who  are  now  found,  as  well  as  of  adding  to  their  force 
Isrge  bodies  of  the  more  palTive  part  of  the  nation.  This  m.inority 
is  numerous  enough  to  make  a  mighty  cry  for  peace  or  for  war,  or 
for  any  objeft  they  are  led  veheinentlv  todefire.  By  paffing  from 
place  to  place  with  a  velocity  incredible,  and  diverfifying  their 
charader  and  defcription,  they  are  capable  of  mimicking  the  ge- 
neral voice.  We  muft  not  always  judge  of  the  generality  of  the 
opinion  by  the  noife  of  the  acclamation. 

'  The  majority,  the  other  four  fifths,  is  perfeftly  found  ;  and  of 
the  bell  poffible  difpofition  to  religion,  to  government,  to  tht  true 
and  undivided  intereil:  of  their  country.  Such  men  are  naturally 
difpofed  to  peace.  They  who  are  in  pofTeffion  of  all  they  wifli  arc 
languid  and  improvident.  With  this  fault,  (and  I  admit  it's  exift- 
ence  in  all  it's  extent)  they  would  not  endure  to  hear  of  a  peace 
that  led  to  the  ruin  of  every  thing  for  which  peace  is  dear  to  them. 
However,  the  defire  of  peace  is  efien^ially  the  weak  fide  of  that 
kind  of  men.  All  men  that  are  ruined,  are  ruined  on  the  fide  of 
their  natural  propenfities.  There  they  are  unguarded.  Above  all, 
good  men  do  not  fufped  that  their  deftrudlion  is  attempted  through 
their  virtues.  This  their  enemies  are  perfectly  aware  of :  and  ac- 
cordingly, they,  the  moft  turbulent  of  mankind,  who  never  made 
a  fcruple  to  ftiake  the  tranquillity  of  their  country  to  it's  center, 
raife  a  continual  cry  for  peace  with  France.  Peace  with  Regicide, 
and  war  with  the  reft  of  the  world,  is  their  motto.  From  the  be- 
ginning, and  even  whiift  the  French  gave  the  blows,  and  we  hardly 
oppofed  the  vis  inertia:  to  their  efforts,  from  that  dav  to  this  hour, 
like  importunate  Guinea-fowls  crying  one  note  day  and  night,  they 
have  called  for  peace.'      p.  66. 

After  thos  warning  us  to  diftruft  the  purity  of  thofe  who  ex- 
claim for  peace,  Mr.  Burke  proceeds  to  Rate  our  comparative 
means,  with  thofe  during  the  reigns  of  William  and  Anne,  for 
profecuting  the  war — 

*  It  is  for  us  at  prefent  to  recoiled  what  we  have  been  ;  and  to 
confider  what,  if  we  pleafe,  we  may  be  ftill.  At  the  period  of 
thofe  wars,  our  principal  ftrength  was  found  in  the  refolution  of 
the  people;  that  in  the  refolution  of  a  part  only  and  of  the  then 
whole,  which  bore  no  proportion  to  our  exifting  magnitude.  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  were  not  united  at  the  beginning  of  that  mighty 
ilruggle.  When,  in  the  courfe  of  the  contcft,  they  were  conjoin- 
ed, it  was  in  a  raw,  an  ill-cemented,  an  unprodudive  union.  For 
the  whole  duration  of  the  war,  and  long  after,  the  names,  and 
other  outward  and  vifible  figns  oT  approximation,  rather  augmented' 
than  diminiflied  our  iniular  feuds.  They  were  rather  the  caufes  of 
new  difcontents  and  new  troubles,  than  promoters  of  cordiality  and 
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afFeftion.  The  now  fingle  and  potejit  Great  Britain  was  |hen  not 
only  two  countries,  but,  from  the  party  heats  in  both,  and  the  di- 
vifions  formed  in  each  of  them,  each  of  the  old  kingdoms  within 
ilfelf  in  etFeft  was  made  up  of  two  hoftile  nations.  Ireland,  now 
fo  large  a  fource  of  the  common  opulence  and  power,  which  wifely 
managed  might  be  made  much  more  beneficial  and  much  more  ef- 
fective, was  then  the  heavieft  of  the  burthens.  An  army  not  much 
lefs  than  forty  thoiifand  men,  was  drawn  from  the  general  effort, 
to  keep  that  kingdom  in  a  poor,  unfruitful,  and  refourcelefs  fub- 
jecVion. 

*  Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  empire.  The  Hate  of  our  finances 
was  worfe,  if  poffible.  Every  branch  of  the  revenue  became  lefs 
produftive  after  the  Revolution.  Silver,  not  as  now  a  fort  of 
counter,  but  the  body  of  the  current  coin,  was  reduced  io  low,  as 
not  to  have  above  three  parts  in  four  of  the  value  in  the  fliilling. 
It  required  a  dead  cxpence  of  three  millions  Iferling  to  renew  the 
coinage,  Publick  credit,  that  great  but  ambiguous  principle, 
which  has  fo  often  been  predicted  as  the  caufe  of  our  certain  ruin, 
but  which  for  a  century  has  been  the  conflant  companion,  and 
often  the  means,  of  our  profperity  and  greatnefs,  had  it's  origin,  and 
was  cradled,  I  may  fay,  in  bankruptcy  and  beggary.  At  this  day 
we  have  feen  parties  contending  to  be  admitted,  at  a  moderate  pre- 
mium, to  advance  eighteen  millions  to  the  exchequer.  For  infi- 
nitely fmaller  loans,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  of  that  day, 
Montagu,  the  father  of  publick  credit,  counter-fecuring  the  fi:ate 
by  the  appearance  of  the  city,  with  the  lord-mayor  of  London  at 
his  fide,  was  obliged,  like  an  agent  at  an  eleftion,  to  go  cap  in 
hand  from  fliop  to  (hop,  to  borrow  an  hundred  pound  and  even 
fmaller  fums.  When  made  up  in  driblets  as  they  could,  their  beft 
fecurities  were  at  an  intereft  of  t2  per  cent.  Even  the  paper  of  the 
bank  (now  at  par  with  cafh,  and  even  fometimes  preferred  to  it) 
was  often  at  a  difcount  of  twenty  per  cent.  By  this  the  ftate  of 
the  reft  may  be  judged. 

'  As  to  our  commerce,  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  nation, 
now  fix  and  forty  million,  did  not  then  amount  to  ten.  The  in- 
land trade,  which  is  commonly  pafled  by  in  this  fort  of  eftimates, 
but  which,  in  part  growing  out  of  the  foreign,  and  connefted  with, 
it,  is  more  advantageous,  and  more  fubftantially  nutritive  to  the 
ftate,  is  not  only  grown  in  a  proportion  of  near  five  to  one  as  thq 
foreign,  but  has  been  augmented,  at  leaft,  in  a  tenfold  proportion. 
When  I  came  to  England,  I  remember  but  one  river  navigation, 
the  rate  of  carriage  on  which  was  limited  by  an  aft  of  parliament. 
It  was  made  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Third  ;  I  mean  that  of  the 
Aire  and  Calder.  The  rate  was  fettled  at  thirteen  pence.  So  high 
a  price  demonftrated  the  feeblenefs  of  thefe  beginnings  of  our  inland 
intercourfe.  In  my  time,  one  of  the  longeft  and  flinrpeft  contefts 
I  reme;nber  in  your  houfe,  and  M'hich  rather  refembled  a  violent 
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contention  amongft  national  parties  than  a  local  difpute,  was,  as 
well  as  I  can  recollect,  to  hold  the  price  up  to  threepence.  Even 
this,  which  a  very  fcanty  jiifrice  to  the  proprietors  required,  was 
done  v.'ith  infinite  difficulty.  As  to  private  credit,  there  were  not, 
as  I  beft  remember,  twelve  bankers  fiiops  at  that  time  out  of  Lon^ 
don.  In  this  their  number,  when  I  firfi:  faw  the  country,  I  cannot 
be  quite  exaft ;  but  certainly  thofe  machines  of  domeftick  credit 
were  then  very  ftw  indeed.  They  are  now  in  almoit  every  market 
town  :  and  this  circum fiance  (whether  the  thing  he  carried  to  an 
excefs  or  not)  demon<ftrates  the  aftonifhing  encreafe  of  private  con- 
fidence, of  general  circulation,  and  of  internal  commerce ;  ari 
encreafe  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  growth  of  the  foreign  trade. 
Our  naval  ftrength  in  the  time  of  king  William's  w£r  was  nearly 
matched  by  that  of  France ;  and  though  conjoined  with  Holland, 
then  a  maritime  power  hardly  inferior  to  our  own,  even  with  that 
force  we  were  not  always  vidorious.  Though  finally  fuperior, 
the  allied  fleets  experienced  many  unpleafant  reverfes  on  their  own 
element.  In  two  years  three  thoufand  vefiels  were  taken  from  the 
Englifli  trade.  On  the  continent  we  loft  alraoft  every  battle  we 
fought.'     p.  77. 

The  pvalfe  which  Mr.  Burlie  afcribes  to  the  fame  of  Wil- 
liam and  of  the  Britifli  nation,  is  dextroufly  transferred  to  the 
condu£t  of  the  prefent   niinifter  on  the  Commencement  of. 
hoililities  — 

'  For  what  have  I  entered  into  all  this  detail  ?  To  what  purpofe 
have  I  recalled  your  view  to  the  end  of  the  laft  century  ?  It  has 
been  done  to  {he\<^  that  the  Britifli  nation  was  then  a  great  people — ■ 
to  point  out  how  and  by  what  means  they  came  to  be  exalted  above 
the  vulgar  level,  and  to  take  that  lead  which  they  alTumed  among 
mankind.  To  quahfy  us  for  that  pre-eminence,  we  had  then  an 
high  mind,  and  a  conftancy  unconquerable  ;  we  were  then  infpired 
with  no  flafiiy  palTions ;  but  fuch  as  were  durable  as  well  as  warm  ; 
fuch  as  correfponded  to  the  great  interefts  we  had  at  ftake.  This 
force  of  character  was  infpired,  as  all  fuch  fpirit  muft  ever, be,  from 
above.  Government  gave  the  impulfe.  As  well  may  we  fancy, 
that,  of  itfelf  the  fea  will  fwell,  and  that  without  winds  the  billows 
will  infult  the  adveH'e  fhore,  as  that  the  grofs  mafs  of  the  people 
will  be  moved,  and  elevated,  and  continue  by  a  fteady  and  perma- 
nent direftion  to  bear  upon  one  point,  without  the  influence  of  fu- 
perior authority,  or  fuperior  mind. 

'  This  impulfe  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  given  in  this 
war;  and  it  ought  to  have  been  continued  to  it  at  every  inftant.  It 
is  made,  f  ever  war  was  made,  to  touch  all  the  great  fprings  of 
action  in  the  human  breaft.  It  ought  not  to  have  been  a  war  of 
apology.  The  minifter  had,  in  this  conflict,  wherewithal  to  glory 
in  fuccefs ;  to  be  confoled  in  advcrfity  ;  to  hold  high  his  principle 
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in  all  fortunes.  If  it  were  not  given  him  to  fnpport  the  falling  edi- 
fice, he  ought  to  bury  himfe'lf  iiiuier  the  ruins  of  the  civilized  world. 
All  t!ie  art  of  Greece,  and  all  the  pride  and  power  of  eaflern  mo- 
narchs,  never  heaped  upon  their  aflies  fo  grand  a  monument. 
■'•  There  were  davs  wlien  his  great  mind  was  up  to  the  crifis  of 
the  world  he  is  called  to  aft  in.  His  manly  eloquence  was  equal 
to  the  elevated  wifdom  of  fuch  fentiments.  But  the  little  have 
triumphed  over  the  great;  an  unnatural,  (as  it  fliould  feem)  not  an 
tmufual  viftory.  I  am  Aire  you  cannot  forget  with  how  much  un- 
eafinefs  vve  heard  in  converfation,  the  language  of  more  than  one 
gentleman  at  the  opening  of  this  contefl:,  "  tliat  he  was  willing  to 
try  the  war  for  a  year  or  two,  and  if  it  did  not  fucceed,  theji  to 
vote  for  peace."  y\s  if  war  was  a  matter  of  experiment!  As  if 
you  could  take  it  up  or  lay  it  down  as  an  idle  frolick  !  As  if  the 
dire  goddefs  that  prefides  over  it,  with  her  murderous  fpear  in  her 
hand,  and  her  gorgon  at  her  breafl,  was  a  coquette  to  be  flirted 
with  ?  We  ought  with  reverence  to  approach  that  tremendous  di- 
vinity, that  loves  courage,  but  commands  counfel.  War  never 
leaves,  where  it  found  a  nation.  It  is  never  to  be  entered  into  with- 
out a  mature  deliberation  ;  not  a  deliberation  lengthened  out  into  a 
perplexing  indecifion,  but  a  deliberation  leading  to  a  fure  and  fix- 
ed judgment.  When  fo  taken  up  it  is  not  to  be  abandoned  with- 
out reafon  as  valid,  as  fullv,  and  as  extenfively  confidered.  Peace 
mav  be  made  as  unadvifedly  as  war.  Nothing  is  fo  rafli  as  fear ; 
and  the  counfels  of  pufillanimity  very  rarely  put  off,  whilfi:  they 
are  always  fure  to  aggravate,  the  evils  from  which  they  would  fly. 

*  In  that  great  war  carried  on  agalnft  Louis  the  XlVth,  for  near 
eighteen  years,  governinent  foared  no  pains  to  fatisfy  the  nation, 
that  though  thev  were  to  be  animated  bv  a  defire  of  glorv,  eiorv 
was  not  their  ultimate  objeft  :  but  that  every  thing  dear  to  them, 
in  religion,  in  law,  in  liberty,  every  thing  which  as  freemen,  as 
Engliflimen,  and  as  citizens  of  the  great  commonwealth  of  Chriflen- 
dom,  they  had  at  heart,  was  then  at  flake.  This  was  to  know  the 
true  art  of  gaining  the  affeftlons  and  confidence  of  an  high-minded 
people;  this  was  to  underftand  human  nature.  A  danger  to  avert 
a  danger — a  prefent  inconvenience  and  fuffering  to  prevent  a  fore- 
feen  future,  and  a  worfe  calamitv — thefe  are  the  motives  that  be- 
long  to  an  animal,  who,  in  his  conftitution,  is  at  once  adventu- 
rous and  provident ;  circumfpeft  and  daring;  whom  his  Creator 
has  made,  as  the  poet  fays,  "  of  large  difcourfe,  looking  before  and 
after."  But  never  can  a  vehement  and  fuflained  fpirit  of  fortitude 
be  kindled  in  a  people  by  a  war  of  calculation.  It  has  nothing 
that  can  keep  the  mind  ereft  under  the  gufts  of  adverfity.  Even 
where  men  are  willing,  as  fometimes  they  are,  to  barter  their  blood 
for  lucre,  to  hazard  their  fafety  for  the  gratification  of  their  avarice, 
the  paffion,  which  animates  them  to  that  fort  of  conflift,  like  all 
the  fliort-fighred  pafiions,  muft  fee  it's  obje<fls  diflinft  and  near  at 
7  hand. 
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hand.  The  paffions  of  the  lower  order  are  hungry  and  impatient. 
Speculative  plunder;  contingent  fpoil ;  future,  long  adjourned, 
uncertain  booty ;  pillage  which  mufl  enrich  a  late  pofterity,  and 
which  poffibly  may  cot  reach  to  pofterity  at  all ;  thefe,  for  any 
length  of  time,  will  never  fupport  a  mercenary  war.  The  people 
are  in  the  right.  The  calculation  of  profit  in  all  fuch  wars  is  falfe. 
On  balancing  the  account  of  fuch  wars,  ten  thoufand  hogflieads 
of  fugar  are  purchafed  at  ten  thoufand  times  their  price.  The 
blood  of  man  fhould  never  be  flied  but  to  redeem  the  blood  of  man. 
It  is  well  flied  for  our  family,  for  our  friends,  for  our  God,  for 
our  country,  for  our  kind.     The  reft  is  vanity  ;  the  reft  is  crime. 

'  Ih  the  war  of  the  grand  alliance,  moft  of  thefe  confiderations 
voluntarily  and  naturally  had  their  part.  Some  were  prefted  into 
the  fervice.  The  political  intereft  eafily  went  in  the  track  of  the 
natural  fentiment.  In  the  reverfe  courfe  the  carriage  does  not  fol- 
low freely.  I  am  fure  the  natural  feeling,  as  I  have  juft  fald,  is  a 
far  more  predominant  ingredient  in  this  war,  than  ia  that  of  any 
other  that  ever  was  waged  by  this  kingdom. 

'  If  the  war  made  to  prevent  the  union  of  two  crowns  upon  one 
head  was  a  juft  war,  this,  which  is  made  to  prevent  the  tearing 
all  crowns  from  all  heads  which  ought  to  wear  them,  and  with 
the  crowns  to  fmite  off  the  facred  heads  themfelves,  this  is  a  juft 
war. 

'  If  a  v.'ar  to  prevent  Louis  the  XI^^th  from  impofing  his  reli- 
gion was  juft,  a  war  to  prevent  the  murderers  of  Louis  the  XVIth 
trom  impofing  their  irreligion  upon  us  is  juft  :  a  war  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  a  fyftem,  which  makes  life  withriU  dignity,  and>death 
without  hope,  is  a  juft  war. 

*  If  to  preferve  political  independence  and  civil  freedom  to  na- 
tions, was  a  juft  ground  of  war;  a  war  to  preferve  national  inde- 
pendence, property,  liberty,  life,  and  honour,  from  certain  uni- 
verfal  havock,  is  a  war  juft,  neceflary,  rnanly,  pious  j  and  we  are 
bound  to  perfevere  in  it  by  every  principle,  divine  and  human,  as 
long  as  the  fyftem  which  menaces  them  all,  and  all  equally,  has  an 
exiftence  in  the  world.'  p.  89. 

After  again  deprecating  the  dreadful  confequences  of  peace, 
and  flating  the  difficulties  that  attend  all  negotiations,  the  au- 
thor thinks  it  neceflary  to  add  one  word  by  way  of  apology  for 
himfelf,  before  he  concludes  his  iirlt  letter  — 

*  In  wilhing  this  nominal  peace  not  to  be  precipitated,  I  am  Aire 
no  man  living  is  lefs  difpofed  to  blanie  the  prefent  miniftry  than  I 
am.  Some  of  my  oldcft  friends,  (and  I  wifli  I  could  fay  it  of 
more  of  them)  make  a  part  in  that  miniftry.  There  are  fome  in- 
deed, "whom  my  dim  eyfs  in  vain  explore."  In  my  mind,  a 
greater  calamity  could  not  have  fallen  en  the  publick  than  tiie  ex- 
dufion  of  one  of  them.     But  I  drive  away  that,  with  other  melan^ 
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choly  thoughts.  A  great  deal  ought  to  be  faid  upon  tliat  fiibjeft  or 
nothing.  As  to  the  diftinguiflied  perfons  to  whom  my  friends  who 
renj.iin,  are  joined,  if  benefits,  nobly  and  generoufly  conferred, 
Qtight.to  procure  good  wiflies,  they  are  iiuitled  to  my  beft  vows  ; 
and  they  have  them  all.  They  have  adminiftered  to  me  the  only 
confolation  I  am  capable  of  receiving,  which  is  to  know,  that  no 
individual  will  fuffer  by  ,my  thirty  years  fervice  to  tl^  publick.  If 
things  fliould  give  us  the  comparative  happinefs  of  a  ftruggle,  I 
fliall  be  found,  I  was  going  to  fay  fighting,  (that  would  be  foolifli) 
but  dying  by  the  fide  of  Mr.  Pitt.  I  muft  add,  that  if  any  thing 
defeofive  in  our  d.omeftick  fyftem  can  poffibly  f^ve  us  from  the  dif- 
arters  of  a  regicide  peace,  he  is  the  man  to  fave  us.  If  the  finan- 
ces in  fuch  a  cafe  can  be  repaired,  he  is  the  man  to  repair  them. 
If  I  fliould  lament' any  of  his  afts,  it  is  only  when  they  appear  to 
niertp  have  no  refemblance  to  afts  of  his.  But  letihim  not  have  a 
confidence  in  himfelf,  which  no  human  abilities  can  warrant.  His 
abilities  are  fully  equal  (and  that  is  to  fay  much  for  any  man)  to 
thofe  that  are  oppofed  to  him.  But  if  we  look  to  him  as  our  fecu- 
rity  againft  the  confequences  of  a  regicide  peace,  let  us  be  afiured, 
that  a  regicide  peace  and  a  conftitutional  miniftry  are  terms  that  will 
not  agree.  With  a  regicide  peace  the  king  cannot  long  have  a 
minifler  to  ferve  him,  nor  the  miniffer  a  king  to  ferve.  If  the 
Great  Difpofer,  in  reward  of  the  royal  and  the  private  virtues  of 
our  fovereign,  fhould  call  him  from  the  calamitous  fpeftacles, 
which  will  attend  a  ftate  of  amity  with  Regicide,  his  fucceiTor  will 
furely  fee  them,  unlefs  the  fame  Providence  greatly  anticipates  the 
courfe  of  nature.  Thinking  thus,  (and  not,  as  I  conceive,  on 
light  grounds)  I  dare  not  flatter  the  reigning  fovereign,  nor  any 
minifter  he  has  or  can  have,  nor  his  fucceflbr  apparent,  nor  any 
of  thofe  who  may  be  called  to  ferve  him,  with  what  appears  to  me 
a  falfe  flate  of  their  fituation.  We  cannot  have  them  and  that  peace 
together. 

*  I  do  not  forget  that  there  had  been  a  confiderable  difference  be- 
tween  feveral  of  our  friends,  with  my  infignificant  felf,  and  the  j« 
great  man  at  the  head  of  miniftry,  in  an  early  ftage  of  thefe,  dif-  fj 
cuifions.  But  I  am  fure  there  was  a  period  in  which  we  agreed 
better  in  the  danger  of  a  jacobin  exiftence  in  France.  At  one 
time,  he  and  all  Europe  feemed  to  feel  it.  But  why  am  not  I  con- 
verted with  fo  many  great  powers,  and  fo  many  great  minifters? 
It  is  becaufe  I  am  old  and  flow. — I  am  in  this  year,  1796,  only 
•where  all  the  powers  of  Europe  were  in  1 793.  I  cannot  move  with 
this  proceffion  of  the  equinoxes,  which,  is  preparing  for  us  the  return 
of  fome  very  old,  I  am  afraid  no  golden  sera,  or  the  ccmmencement 
of  fome  n&w  asra  that  mufl  be  denominated  from  fome  new  metal. 
In  this  crifis  I  mufl:-  hold  my  tongue,  or  I  mufl:  fpeak  with  free- 
dom. Falftiood  and  delufion  are  allowed  in  no  cafe  whatever: 
but,  as  in  the  exercife  of  ail  the  virtues,  there  is  an  ceconomy  of 

truth. 
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truth.  It  is  a  fort  of  temperance,  by  which  a  man  fpeaks  truth 
with  meafure  that  he  may  fpeak  it  the  longer.  But  as  the  fame 
rules  do  not  hold  in  all  cafes — what  would  be  right  for  you,  who 
may  prefume  on  a  feries  of  years  before  you,  would  have  no  {sn(e: 
for  me,  who  cannot,  without  abfurdity,  calculate  on  fix  months  of 
life.  What  I  fay,  I  muft  fay  at  once.  Whatever  I  write  is  in 
it's  nature  teftamentary.  It  may  have  the  weaknefs,  but  it  has  the 
lincerity  of  a  dying  declaration.  For  the  few  days  J  have  to  linffer' 
here,  I  am  removed  completely  from  the  bufy  icene  of  the 
world  ;  but  I  hold  myfelf  to  be  ftill  refponfible  for  everything  that 
I  have  done  whilft  I  continued  on  the  place  of  a6iion.  If  the  ra*v- 
eft  tyro  in  politicks  has  been  influenced  by  the  authority  of  my 
grey  hairs,  and  led  by  any  thing  in  my  fpeeches,  or  my  writings, 
to  enter  into  this  war,  he  has  a  right  to  call  upon  me  to  know  why 
I  have  changed  my  opinions,  or  why,  when  thofe  I  voted  with, 
have  adopted  better  notions,  I  perfevere  in  exploded  errour  ? 

'  When  I  feem  not  to  acquiefce  in  the  a6l:s  of  thofe  I  refpeft  ia 
every  degree  fnort  cf  fuperftition,'  I  am  obliged  to  give  my  reafons 
fully.     I  cannot  fet  my  authority  againft  their  authority.     But  to 


e 


xert  reafon  is  not  to  revolt  againd  authority.  Reafon  and  autho- 
rity do  not  move  in  the  fame  parallel.  That  realon  is  an  amicus 
curia  who  fpeaks  de  plano^  not  pro  tribnnali.  It  is  a  friend  who 
makes  an  ufeful  fuggcftion  to  the  court,  without  queftioning  it's 
jurifdiction.  Whilll:  he  acknowledges  it's  co.mpeience,  he  pro- 
rpotes  it's  efficiency.  I  fliall  purfue  the  plan  I  have  chalked  out 
in  my  letters  that  follow  this.'     p.  135. 

In  his  fecond  letter,  Mr.  Burke  confiders  the  genius  and 
character  of  the  French  revolution,  as  it  regards  other  nations. 
He  allows  that  it  is  a  dreadful  trutii,  but  it  is  a  truth  that 
cannot  be  concealed,  that  in  ability,  in  dexterity,  in  dillincH- 
nefs  of  views,  the  jacobins  are  our  fupeviors — 

'  They  favv  the  thing  right  from  the  very  beginning.  Whatever 
were  the  lirfl  m.otives  to  the  war  among  politicians,  they  faw  that 
it  is  in  it's  fpirit,  and  for  it's  objeds,  a  civil  war  ;  and  as  fuch  they 
purfued  it.  It  is  a  war  between  the  partizans  of  the  antitnt,  civil, 
moral,  and  political  order  of  Europe  againrt  a  fe£t  of  fanatical  and 
ambitious  atheifts  which  means  to  chanpe  them  all.  It  is  not 
France  extending  a  foreign  empire  over  oiher  nations  :  it  is  a  fe6t 
aiminor  at  univerfal  empire,  and  beginning  with  the  concjuefl  of 
France.  The  leaders  of  that  feft  feeured  the  centre  of  Europe ; 
and  that  feeured,  they  knew,  that  whatever  might  be  the  event  of 
battles  and  fieges,  their  caufe  was  victorious.  Whether  it's  terri- 
tory had  a  little  more  or  a  little  lefs  peeled  from  it's  furface,  or 
whether  an  ifland  or  two  was  detached  from  it's  commerce,  to  them 
was  of  little  moment.  The  conqueft  of  France  was  a  glorious  ac- 
q^uifitioa.     That  once  well  laid  as  a  bafis  of  empire,  opportunities 

never 
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never  could  be  wanting  to  regain  or  to  replace  what  had  been  loft, 
and  dreadfully  to  avenge  thenifelvcs  on  the  fadion  of  their  adver- 
faries. 

'-They  faw  it  was  a  civil  war.  It  was  their  bufinefs  to  perfuade 
their  ad verfaries  that  it  ought  to  be  a  foreign  war.  The  jacobins 
every  where  fet  up  a  cry  againft  the  new  crufade ;  and  they  intri- 
uued  with  efFeft  in  the  cabinet,  in  the  field,  and  in  every  private 
iociety  in  Europe.  Their  tafk  was  not  difficult.  The  condition 
of  princes,  and  fometimes  of  firll:  minillers  too,  is  to  be  pitied. 
The  creatures  of  the  defk,  and  the  creatures  of  favour,  had  no 
relifli  for  the  principles  ot  the  manifeftoes.  They  promifed  no  go- 
vernments, no  regiments,  no  revenues  from  whence  emoluments 
might  arife,  by  perquifite  or  by  grant.  In  truth,  the  tribe  of  vul- 
gar politicians  are  the  loweft  of  our  fpecJes.  There  is  no  trade  fo 
vile  and  mechanical  as  government  in  their  hands.  Virtue  is  not 
their  habit.  They  are  out  of  themfelves  in  any  courfe  of  condudl 
recommended  only  by  confcience  and  glory.  A  large,  liberal  and 
prof[)ective  view  of  the  interells  of  ftates  palFes  with  them  for  ro- 
mance ;  and  the  principles  that  recommend  it  for  the  wanderings 
of  a  difordered  imagination.  The  calculators  compute  them  out 
of  their  fenfes.  The  jeflers  and  buffoons  fliame  them  out  of  every 
tiling  grand  and  elevated.  Littlenefs  in  objeft  and  in  means,  to 
them  appenrs  foundnefs  and  fobriety.  They  think  there  is  nothing 
xvorth  purfuit,  but  that  which  they  can  handle;  which  they  can 
meafure  with  a  two-foot  rule ;  which  they  can  tell  upon  ten 
fingers. 

*  Without  the  principles  of  the  jacobins,  perhaps  without  any 
principles  at  all,  they  played  the  game  of  that  fadion.  There  was 
a  beaten  road  before  them.  The  powers  of  Europe  were  armed ; 
France  had  always  appeared  dangerous  ;  the  war  was  eafily  diverted 
from  France  as  a  fa(5l:ion,  to  France  as  a  frate.  The  princes  were 
eafily  taught  to  Aide  back  into  their  old  habitual  courfe  of  politicks. 
They  were  eafily  led  to  confider  the  fiames  that  were  confuming 
France,  not  as  a  warning  to  proteft  their  own  buildings,  (which 
were  without  awy  party  wall,  and  linked  by  a  contignation  into  the 
edifice  of  France,)  as  an  happy  occafion  for  pillaging  the  goods, 
and  for  carrying  off  the  materials  of  their  neighbour's  houfe.  Their 
provident  fears  were  changed  into  avaricious  hopes.  They  carried 
on  their  new  defigns  without  feeming  to  abandon  the  principles  of 
their  old  policy.  They  pretended  to  feek,  or  they  flattered  them- 
felves that  they  fought,  in  the  aceeffion  of  new  fortreffes,  and  new 
territories,  a  defenfive  fecurity.  But  the  fecurity  wanted  was 
againfl:  a  kind  of  power,  which  was  not  fo  truly  dangerous  in  it's 
fortreiTes  nor  in  it's  territories,  as  in  it's  fpirit  and  it's  principles. 
They  aimed,  or  pretended  to^im,  at  defending  themfelves  againfl 
a  danger,  from  which  there  can  be  no  fecurity  in  any  defenfive 
plan.     If  armies  and  fortreffes  were  a  defence  againft  jacobinifm» 
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Louis  the  Sixteenth  would  this  day  reign  a  powerful  monarch  over 
an  happy  people. 

'  This  error  obliged  them,  even  in  their  ofFenfive  operations,  to 
adopt  a  plan  of  war,  againft  the  fuccefs  of  which  there  was  fome- 
thing  little    fliort  of  mathematical   denionftration.     They  refufed 
to  take  any  ftep  which  might  ftrike  at  the  heart  of  affairs.     They 
feemed   unwilling  to   wound   the  enemy  in  any  vital  part.      They 
afted  through  the  whole,  as  if  thev  really  wifiied  the  confervation 
of  the  jacobin  power;  as  what  niight  be  more  favourable  than  the 
lawful  government  to  the  attainment  of  the  petty  objefts  they  look- 
ed for.     They   always  kept   on  the  circumference  ;  and  the  wider 
and  remoter  the  circle  was,-  the  more  eagerly  they  chofe  it  as  their 
fpherc   of  aftion  in  this  centrifugal  war.     The  plan  they  purfued, 
in  it's   nature  demanded  great  length  of  time.     In  it's  execution, 
they,  who  went  the  neareft  way  to  work,  were  obliged  to  cover  an 
incredible  extent  of  country.     It  left  to  the  enemy  every  means  of 
deftroyina  this  extended  line  of  weaknefs.     Ill  fuccefs  in  any  part 
was  fure  to  defeat  the  effeft  of  the  whole.     This  is  true  of  Auftria. 
It  is  (till  more   true   of  England.     On  this  falfe  plan,  even  good 
fortune,  by  further  weakening  the  vidor,  put  him  but  the  further 
off  from  his  object. 

'  As  long  as  there  was  any  appearance  of  fuccefs,  the  fpirit  of 
aggrandizement,  and  confequently  the  fpirit  of  mutual  iealoufy 
feized  upon  all  the  coalefced  powers.  Some  fought  anacceffion  of 
territory  at  the  expence  of  France,  fome  at  the  expence  of  each 
other;  fome  at  the  expence  of  third  parties j  and  when  the  viciffi- 
tude  of  difafter  took  it's  turn,  they  found  common  dillrefs  a  trea- 
cherous bond  of  faith  and  friendfliip. 

*  The  greatefl  fkill  conducing  thegreateft  military  apparatus  has 
been   employed;  but   it  has  been  worfe  than  ufelcfsly  employed, 
through   the  falfe  policy  of  the  war.     The  operations  of  the  tield 
fufFered  by  the  errors  of  the  cabinet.     If  the  fame  fpirit  conti- 
nues when  peace  is  made,  the  peace  will  fix  and  perpetuate  all  the 
errors  of  the   war ;  becaufe   it  will   be  made  upon  the   fame  falfe 
principle.     Wliat  has   been  loft  in  the  field,  in  the  field  may  be 
regained.     An  arrangement  of  peace  in  it's  nature  is  a  permanent 
fettlement  ;  it  is  the  efreft  of  counfel  and  deliberation,  and  not  of 
fortuitous  events.     If  built  upon  a  bafis  fundamentally  erroneous, 
it  can  only  b.e  retrieved  by  fome  of  thofe  unforefeen  difpofitions, 
which  the  all- wife  but  myfterious  Governor  of  the   world,  fome- 
times  interpofes,  to  fnatch   nations   from  ruin.     It  would  not  be 
pious  error,  but  mad  and  impious  prefumption  for  any  one  to  truft  in 
an  unknown  order  of  difpenfations,  in  defiance  of  the  rules  of  pru- 
dence, which  are  formed  upon  the  known  march  of  the  ordinary 
providence  of  God.'      p.  144. 

We  have  now   fele6ted  the  moft   material   pafTages  from 
this  fanciful  produdlion.  The  author  has  openly  proclaimed  the 
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views  with  which  he  has  publiflied  it :  hi?  has  ffized  the  mo- 
ment when  the  minds  of  his  cduntrymei)^  aftir  having  long 
been  agitated  by  the  calamities  of  this  Vi^jde  and  bloody  con- 
flicl:,  were  rcpofmg  on  the  hopes  of  peace,  to  found  again 
the  war-whoop  of  confederacy,  and  to  marOial  the  princes  of 
the  earth  again  to  battle :  and  this  after  having  declared  that 
t'^c  hlood  of  man  fiould  never  befhcd-t  but  to  redeem  the  blood  of 
man  •,  the  reji  is  vanity^  tbe  rep.  is  crime.  But  the  more  fre- 
t^uently  that  we  have  been  called  upon  to  admire  the  genius 
of  this  fingular  man,  the  more  reafon  have  we  found  to  dif- 
truft  the  foundnefs  of  his  judgment,  and  o^  the  work  before 
us. 

'  The  earth  hath  bubbles  as  the  water  has, 

And  this  is  of  them.' 


Thoughts   on  the  ProfpeiJ  of  a  Regicide  Peace.)  in  a  Series  of 
Letters.     '6vo.     2s.  bd.     Owen.      1 796. 

1  N  reviewing  the  former  work,  we  have  alfo  reviewed  this. 
The  reafon  why  this  has  been  ufhered  into  the  world  with- 
out the  name  and  approbation  of  the  author,  Mr.  Owen  has 
amply  detailed  in  his  '  Appeal  to  the  Candour  and  Juflice  of 
the  Nation  j'  an  appeal,  which,  in  the 'nature  of  its  aiTertions, 
is  not  a  little  curious,  and  which  we  fubmit  to  the  perufal  of 
our  readers — 

'  It  would  ill  become  me  to  make  any  remarks  on  mv  examination 
before  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  refpe<fting  the  author  of 
"  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Government."     My  condu6r  on  that 
occafion  could  give  no  juft  offence  to  any  party,  and  was  fpoken 
of  in  very  favourable  terms  by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Woodford  his 
fecretary,  and  feveral  of  their  friends.     As  a  mark  of  their  efleem, 
they  promifed  me  a  pamjihlet  which  Mr.  Burke  was  then  preparing 
for  the  prefs,  and  which  he  foon  after  put  into  my^  hands.    On  giv- 
ing me  the  laft  flieet,  with  his  final  correftions,  "  There,"  faid  he, 
"  that  Viyour  owti — It  is  but  a  trivial  thing — I  do  not  know  that  it 
will  pay  you  for  paper  and  printing." — I  mull:  alfo  do  Mr.  Burke 
the  juflice  to  acknowledge  that  he  feem.ed  to  rejoice  at  my  fuccefs  j 
and   to   fhew   his  defire  of   farther    promoting    it,    gave   me   his 
"  Thoughts  on  a  Regicide  Peace."     I  felt  the  full  force  of  the  fa- 
vour, and  chcarfully   took  upon  me  the  trouble  of  dancing  back- 
wards and  forwards  alternately  between  author  and  printer,  three  or 
four  times  a  day  for  almoft  three  months,  to  attend  to  fiich  a  variety 
of  alterations  as  can  be  conceived  only  by  thofe  v.dio  are  acquainted 
with  the  whims,  the  caprice  and  the  eternal  verfatility  of  genius. 
After  an  interval  of  fix  months,  the  publication  having  been  for 
that  time  fufpended,  and  juft  at  the  moment  that  I  expecftd  to  re- 
ceive fome  little  return  for  my  fatiguing  exertions,  I  was  fuddenly 

called 


Burke*  i  Tboughii  on  the  ProfptcJ  of  a  Regicide  Peace.     213  . 

called  upon  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  King,  with  a  fort  of  mefHige  from 
Mr.  Burke,  defiring  an  account  of  the  former  work.  I  was  really 
fliocked  at  a  demand  fo  reDu^nant  to  all  mv  ideas  of  that  <Tentle- 
:nan's  charafter.  I  know  he  has  not  [o  fiiort  a  memory  as  to  for- 
get the  terms  on  which  he  made  me  a  prefent  of  the  manufcript.  I 
had  made  no  provifion  to  fettle  for  the  profits  of  a  voluntary  infr, 
nor  had  I  kept  any  account  of  them.  I  muil  alfo  aflert,  that  in 
order  to  fliew  myfelf  not  inferior  even  to  Mr.  Burke  in  generofity, 
I  liberally  fupplied  all  his  friends  with  copies  of  the  work  ^/V7//.', 
fo  that  I  believe,  if  an  exaft  account  had  been  kept,  it  would  not 
appear  that  I  lay  under  any  very  weighty  obligation.  Roufed, 
however,  by  fo  ilrange  a  demand,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Windham's 
iecretary  to  remonftrate  on  the  illiberallty,  injuftice,  and  unreafon- 
ablenefs  of  fuch  a  claim  for  what  I  could  not  help  confiderino-  as  a 
prefent  :  he  replied,  '•  It  is  very  true : — it  was  meant  fo  : — but 
^vlr.  Burke  has  thought  otherwife  fince." — I  then  called  upon  Mr. 
Nagle,  the  near  relation  and  confidential  friend  of  Mr.  Burke,  who 
had  expreiTed  no  lefs  furprife  on  hearing  the  matter  firll  mentioned 
by  Dr.  King,  and  whofe  exa6l  words  were,  "  By  heavens  !  Owen' 
conceived  the  pamphlet  to  be  his  oion ;  and  fo  did  I." — If  Mr. 
Burke's  conceptions  then  fliouldrun  counter  in  this  inftance  to  the 
dictates  of  plain  fenfe,  and  to  the  ideas  of  his  own  neareft  and 
deareft  friends,,  I  hope  my  charafber  can  never  be  injured  bv  his 
unaccountable  eccentricities.  The  man,  who  can  write  fo  beauti- 
ful a  panegyric  on  royal  bounty,  would  never  furely  incur  the  re- 
proach of  attempting  to  retraft  his  own  gifts,  or  even  to  ftrip  a  poor 
bookfeller  of  the  accidental  profits  of  publifhing  an  eflay  on  muni- 
ficence. He  has  alfo,  I  am  perfuaded,  too  much  dignity  of  fen-  • 
timent  to  be  offended  with  my  bringing  forward  the  prefent  work, 
on  account  of  its  interfering  in  any   fort  with   his  ntzo  arguments 

I  againft  a  peace  with  a  regicide  direftory.  I  am  in  faft  promoting 
his  own  wifiies  to  cut  off  all  intercourfe  with  regicides  ;  and  I  rely 
upon  his  kind  and  difinterefted  recommendati6n  of  the.^e  old 
tlioughts   on   the   fubje£t,  which  are  now   prefented  to  the  public 

I  with  the  venerable  marks,  and  filver  honours  of  age.'     p.  i. 

The  authenticity  of  the  work  Is  not  to  be  doubted.  Of  ^his 
original  work  Mr.  Burke  appears  to  have  expunged  only  what 
rehited  to  the  propriety  of  waging  war  againrt  opinion. 

'  But,  fay  fome,  you  force  opinion.  You  can  never  extirpate 
opinion  without  extirpating  a  whole  nation.  Nay,  by  purfuino 
it,  you  onlyincrenfe  i^s  partizans.  Opinions  are  things  out  of  hu- 
man jurifdi£tion.  I  have  formerly  heard  this  from  the  mouths  of 
?;reat  men,  with  more  furprize  than  fatisfaftion.  They  alledged  as 
a  proof  of  their  doftriae,  the  wars  of  Cixarles  the  Fifth,  and  fome  of 
his  fiicceflbrs,  againft  the  reformation. 

It  is  fo  commoHj  though  fo  unreafonable,  it  is  hardly  worth  re- 
marking, 
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marking;,  that  no  perfons  pm-fue  more  fiercely  with  criminal  procefs, 
and  M  ith  every  kind  of  coercion,  the  publication  of  opinions  con- 
trary to  their  own,  than  thofe  do,  who  claim  in  this  refpe6l  the 
mofl  unbounded  latitude  to  themfelves.  If  it  were  not  for  thisin- 
confiftencv,  then  war  againfl:  opinions  might  be  juftified  as  all 
others,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  reafon  of  the  cafe :  for  the 
cafe  judged  on  by  moral  prudence,  and  not  by  any  univerfal  ab- 
ftraft  principle  of  right,  is  to  guide  government  in  this  delicate 
point. 

*  As  to  the  mere  matter  of  extirpation  of  all  kinds  of  opinion?, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  without  the  extirpation  of  a  people,  it  is  a 
thing  ib  very  common,  that  would  be  clouded  and  obfcured  rather 
than  illiiftratcd  by  examples.  Every  revolution  in  the  predominant 
opinion  made  by  the  force  of  domeftic  legal  government,  by  the 
force  of  any  ufurpation,  by  the  force  of  any  conquefl:,  is  a  proof 
to  the  contrary  ; — and  there  is  no  nation  which  has  not  experienced 
thofe  changes.  Inftances  enough  may  be  furniftied  of  people  who 
have  enthufiaftically,  and  with  force,  propagated  thofe  opinions, 
which  fome  time  before  they  refifted  with  their  blood.  Rarely  have 
ever  great  changes  in  opinion  taken  place  without  the  application  of 
force,  more  or  lefs.  Like  every  thing  elfe  in  human  life  and  hu- 
man affairs,  it  is  not  univerfally  true,  that  a  perfecution  of  opinions 
leffens  or  increafes  the  number  of  their  votaries.  In  finding  where 
it  may  or  may  not  have  gathered  thefe  effeAs,  the  fagacity  of  govern- 
m.ent  fliines  or  is  difgraced,  as  well  as  in  the  time,  the  manner,  the 
choice  of  the  opitiions  on  which  it  ought  to  ufe  or  forbear  the 
fword  of  domeftick  or  of  foreign  juftice.  But  it  is  a  falfe  maxim, 
that  opinions  ought  to  be  indifferent  to  us,  either  as  men  or  as  a 
ftate.  Opinion  is  the  rudder  of  human  aftion  ;  and  as  the  opinion 
is  wife  or  foolifh,  vicious  or  moral,  the  caufe  of  a£tion  is  noxious 
or  falutary.  It  has  even  been  the  great  primary  object  of  fpecu- 
lative  and  doftrinal  philofophy  to  regulate  opinion.  It  is  the  great 
objed  of  political  philofophy  to  promote  that  which  is  found  ;  and 
to  extirpate  what  is  mifchievous,  and  which  direftly  tends  to  render 
men  bad  citizens  in  the  community,  and  mifchievous  neighbours 
out  of  it.  Opinions  are  of  infinite  confequence.  They  niake  the 
manners — in  faft,  they  make  the  laws  :  they  make  the  legifla- 
tor.  They  are,  therefore,  of  all  things,  thofe  to  which  provident 
government  ought  to  look  moft  to  in  their  beginnings.  After  a 
time  they  may  look  to  them  in  vain.  When,  therefore,  I  am  told 
that  a  war  is  a  war  of  opinions,  I  am  told  that  it  is,  the  moft  import- 
ant of  ail  wars. 

'  Here  I  muft  not  be  told  that  this  would  lead  to  eternal  war  and 
perfecution.  It  would  certainly,  if  we  argued  like  metaphyficians 
run  mad,  who  do  not  conceive  prudence,  the  queen  of  virtues,  to  be 
any  virtue  at  all, — and  would  either  throw  the  bridle  on  the  neck  of 
headlong  nature,  or  tie  it  up  for  ever  to  the  poft.     No  fophillry — 

no 
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no  chicane  here.  Government  is  not  to  refine  men  out  of  innocent 
and  moral  liberty  by  forced  inferences,  drawn  by  a  torturing  logic  ; 
or  to  fuffer  them  to  go  down  hill  the  highway  that  leads  direilly  to 
every  crime  and  every  vice. 

'  Without  entering  much  into  the  comparifon  of  the  two  cafe?, 
(that  of  this  war  and  that  of  Charles  the  Fifth  againft  the  reforma- 
tion) which  holds  very  ill,  I  fliall  only  beg  leave   to  remark,  th^t 
theological   opinions  as  fuch,  whether  found  or  erroneous,  do  not 
go  dire<^Iy  to  the  well  being  of  focial,  of  civil,  or  of  politick  (o- 
ciety.     But  as  long  as  opinion  is  the  very  ground  and  pillar  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  main  fpring  of  human  aftion,  there  are  opinions 
which  dire£lly  affefl  thefe  very  things.     An  opinion,  that  it  is  a 
man's  duty  to  take  from  me  my  goods,  and  to  kill  me  if  I  refift 
him.     An   opinion,  that  he  has  a  right,  at  his  will,  to  pull  down 
the  government  by  which  I  am  protefted  in  that  life  and  property, 
and   to  place  it  in  the   hands  of  the  enemies  of  both.     Thefe  it  is 
very  extraordinary  to  hear  compared  to  the  theological  dogmas  con- 
cerning ffrace  and  juftification — and  the  nature  and  eflence  of  the  fa- 
crament  and  other  piou§  opinions  on  the  one  fide  or  on  the  other — ■ 
which  left    human  fociety  altogether,  or  nearly  as  it  was.     They 
did  not  preach  vices  or  crimes.     The  parties  difputed  on  the  bell 
means  of  promotmg  virtue,  religion  and  morals.     ¥/hether  any  col- 
lateral points  relative  to   thefe  quefhions  or  other  circumftances  of 
a  more  political  nature  mingled  with  them,  might  or  might  not  juf- 
tify  a  war,  is  a  matter  of   hiftorical  criticifm,   with  which,  at   this 
day,  we  are  little  concerned.     But  in  the  cafe  before  us,  I  muli: 
declare,  that  the  doftrine  and  difcipline  of  this  {c&.  is  one  of  the 
moft  alarming  circumftances  relating  to  it,  and  the  attempt  to  com-, 
pare  them  with  the  opinions  of  fchool  theologicians,  is  a  thing  irt 
Itfelf  highly  alarming.     I  know  that   when  men   pollefs  the  bell 
principles,  tlie  pallions  lead  them  to  a6l  in  oppofition  to  them.  But 
when  the  moral  principles  are  formed  fyftematically  to  play  into  the 
hand  of  the  paffio«s  ;  when  that  which  is  to  correft  vice  and  to  re- 
train violence,  is  by  an  infernal  do£trine,  daringly  avowed,  care- 
fully propagated,  enthufiuftically  held,  and  praftically  followed,  I 
Ihall  think  myfelf  treated  like  a  child,  when  I  hear  this  compared 
to  a  controverfy  in  the  fchools.     When  I  fee  a  great  country,  with 
all  its  refources,  poffefTed  by  this  fe6l,  and  turned  to  its  purpofes,  I 
miifl  be  worfe  than  a  child  to  conceive  it  a  thing  uidifferent  to  me. 
When  this  great  country  is  fo  near  me,  and  otherwife  fo  fituated, 
tliat  except  through  its  territory,  I  can  hardly  have  a  communication 
with  any  other,  the  ftate  of  moral  and  political  opinion,  and  moral 
and  political  difcipline  in  that  country,   becomes  of  ftlll  gi-eater  im- 
portance to  me.   When  robbers,  alTaffins,  and  rebels,   are  not  only 
debauched,  but  endodlrinated  regularly,  by  a  courfe  of  inverted  edu- 
cation, into  murder,  infiirredion,  and  the  violation  of  all  property^ 
I  hold,  that  this,   in  (lead  of  excufing,  or  palliating  their  offences, 

infpires 
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infpires  a  pec\iliar  venom  into  every  evil  aft  they  do  ;  and  that  all 
fiich  univerfities  of  crin-ves,  and  all  fiich  profelTors  of  robbery,  are 
in  a  perpetual  Hate  of  hoilility  with  mankind.'     Pi  63. 

The  comments  of  Mr.  Burke  on  the  negotiations  of  MefTrs. 
Wicklmm  iind  Mammoiul,  and  the  comparative  view  of  our 
refources  during  the  reigns  of  William  and  Anne,  with  thofe 
of  tlie  prefent  a'ra,  are  the  principal  omiffions  in  this  work; 
in  moll  other  refpe£ls  the  pamphlets  are  nearly  literal  copies  of 
each  other ;  though  the  laft  may  want  the  liamp  of  the  au- 
thor's image  to  make  it  pafs  current. 

Ulruni   Horum  ?     The  Government ;   oj-,  the  Country  ?   by  D. 
CBryen.     ^vo.  2s.  Debrett.     1796. 

\J{J  HILE  the  impreffive  eloquence  of  Mr.  Burke  rapidly  de- 
''  ''  Icribes  the  dangers  that  he  anticipates  from  a  regicide 
peace,  the  pen  of  Mr.  O'Bryen  is  laborioufly  occupied  to 
demonftrate  that  the  duration  of  the  war  is  certain  ruin.  In 
this  attempt  he  cannot  be  accufed  of  fafcinating  his  readers  by 
thofe  vivid  colourings  of  language,  thofe  brilliant  flaflies  of 
fancy,  which,  in  the  former  writer,  allure  our  admiration 
againit  our  better  judgment.  Dull  and  heavy,  the  author  of 
Utrum  Horum  plods  along  the  beaten  road,  without  colle£l- 
ing  a  fmgle  flower  to  beguile  the  tedious  way.  A  certain  pert 
brevity,  indeed,  quickens  his  pace,  when  he  introduces  him- 
'ielf  to  his  readers.  It  was  he  v/ho  in  1786  announced  to  the 
public  the  ever-memorable  axiom,  that  '  it  is  the  duty  of  Great 
Britain  to  conjider  any  accejjion  of  Jirength  or  territory^  which 
France  may  obtain  in  any  part  of  the  zvorld,  as  lo  much  take}  from 
her  own  power.'  It  was  he  who  was  favoured  with  the  per- 
ufal  of  the  ilrft  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Burke  on  the  French 
revolution,  as  J. on  as  any  man,  at  this  time,  in  the  land  of  the  ^ 
living.  It  was  he,  who,  under  the  Impreffion,  that  the  dif- 
ference between  thofe  two  GREAT  men,  Ivlr.  Burlie  and  Mr. 
Sheridan.^  would  be  a  great  evil  to  the  country^  and  to  their 
ozvn  party,  iht  fecond  night  after  the  original  contcft  in  the 
Hou/e  of  Commons,  brought  them  both  together,  and  carried  them' 
to  Mr.  Fox  and  the  Duke  of  Portland  according  to  a  previous  ar- 
rangement :  and  it  voas  to  him  that  BrifJ'ot  declared  his' fcntiments'' 
at  Paris  on  the  recal  of  the  Engli/b  ambaffador. 

The  obje£l:  of  the  pamphlet,  we  are,  however,  alTured  by 
the  author  is,  firjl,  to  ihow  that  the  duration  cf  the  war  is 
ruin  ;  and  that  peace  alone  can  fave  us  ; — fecond,  that  the  belt 
peace' which  can  be  rationally  expected  from  the  prefent  mi-' 
niitry  would  be  a  greater  calamity  than  the  continuance  of  the 
war  ;  that  is  to  Jay,  than  ruin ; — third,  that  the  true  policy 
and  befi  hope  of  the  country  will  be,  firji,  in  a  grand  zdc  of 
6  Justice  J 
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Justice;  2.vA finally^  in  a  Courage  worthy  of  Its  ancienc 
charafter. 

ifl.  To  convince  us  that  peace  would  fave  us,  Mr.  O'Bryen 
cjuotes  his  own  words,  from  a  very  able  pamphlet  written  by 
himfelf,  to  prove  that  the  commercial  treaty  negotiated  with 
France,  by  lord  Auckland,  was  highly  detrimental  to  this 
country.  Great  Britain  ought  to  conjtder  every  acceffton  of  ter- 
ritory that  France  may  obtain  asfo  much  taken  from  her  own  pozv- 
er ;  and,  therefore,  he  immediately  concludes  that  the  only 
mode  to  fave  us  from  deftrudliori,  is  to  fign  a  peace  which 
would  leave  our  enemy  in  pofTeffion  of  all  her  conquefts  in  the 
Netherlands,  in  Italy,  and  in  Germany. 

2d.  Toihowthat  the  beft  peace  thatcan  rationally  be  expe£l:ed 
from  the  prefent  minifiry  would  be  a  greater  calamity  than 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  he  enumerates  the  virtues  of  the 
republic,  her  fincerity  in  her  negotiations,  her  fidelity  to  her 
treaties,  and  the  fplendid  fuccefs  which  has  accompanied  her 
enterprifes  ;  and  then  adds,  that  if,  through  Mr.  Pitt,  we  ob- 
tain fuch  an  ally,  v/e  muftbe  worfe  than  undone. 

On  the  Justice  and  Courage  which  he  comprifes  under 
his  third,  fi'-Ji,  and^wa/ diviiion,  he  is  totally  filenti  he  has  pro- 
bably omitted  them  in  this  firfl  edition,  that,  in  a  fecond,  he 
may  gratify  with  them  the  avidity  of  his  readers.  On  our  parts 
we  cannot  conceal  from  him  that  we  regard  his  omiffions  as 
the  beft  part  of  his  v/ork  ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  our  readers 
will  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  when  we  prefent  them  with  a 
fpecimen  of  the  ftyle  in  which  he  has  clothed  thofe  argu- 
ments which  he  unfortunately  has  not  o-mitted. 

Never  did  man  labour  more  to  preferve  the  peace  of  two  coun- 
tries, than  ?Jr.  Chauvelin  ; — but  what  fuccefs  could  he  have  with 
men  who  were  refolved  not  to  be  fatisiied  ?  The  conduft  of  Mr. 
Chauvelin  and  Lord  Grenville  in  their  epiftolary  intercourfc  is  an 
epitome  of  the  two  governments.  On  the  one  fide  appear  an  ea- 
gernefs  to  know  the  grievance,  and  an  anxiety  to  explain  it.  On 
the  other  a  fulky  fuppreffion  of  the  caufe  of  complaint,  and  a  mo- 
rofe  boorifli  predetermination  not  to  be  content.  The  one  writes 
witi»  a  vivacity  which  is  confcious  of  no  offence,  and  an  impatience 
for  fliakiny;  hands  :  the  other  with  a  churlifh  fnarlino  g;rowl,  which 
fancies  fome  intereft  in  leaving  the  caufe  of  diipute  ambiguous,  and 
a  clownifh  diflike  to  anv  reconciliation.  At  lentrth  Mr.  Chauvelin 
IS  turned  out  of  the  country,  on  account  of  an  event,  which, 
though  calculated  to  move  the  forrow  of  every  tender  breaft,  was 
yet  no  objeft  of  cognizance  for  a  Britifli  flalefman^ 

No  ftrangcr  to  the  blood  of  the  unhappy  kin^;  of  France  could 
have  lamented  his  fate  more  than  the  author  of  thefe  {beets— bur  I 
fliall  for  ever  deny  that  Enghmd  had  anv  pretence  of  right  to  re- 

Crit.  Rev.  Vol,  XV ill.  October,  1796.        Q.        venge 
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venge  his  death,  or  interfere  in  any  fliape  in  the  doireftic  concerns 
of  his  country.  The  miniftry  difmilfed  Mr.  ChauveHn  however 
immediarelv  upon  the  king's  death — which  death,  in  my  confcience, 
I  believe  thev  liadened  and  wiflied. 

*  In  every  view  of  their  conduel:  upon  this  occafion,  this  infe- 
rence forces  itfelf.  They  confidered  the  French  convention  either 
as  men  of  fenfeand  humanity  ; — as  a  band  of  blood  thirfty  ruffians, 
or  as  a  mixture  of  both.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  world  there 
was  never  heard  fuch  a  torrent  of  abufe  as  the  miniftry  loaded 
France  with  from  the  beginning  of  the  feffions  of  parliament  on  the 
13th  of  December  1792  to  the  king's  death  on  the  21ft  of  January 
after.  Could  they  think  thr.t  fuch  a  llile  was  the  moil  lilcely  to 
influence  men  of  humanity  and  fenfe,  or  that  it  was  the  bed  mode 
to  mollify  the  tygers  of  September? 

'  Survey  the  conduct  of  the  Englifli  oppoiition  upon  this  melari- 
cholv  bufinefs. 

'  A  day  was  fet  apart  on  puipofe  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with 
a  view  lo  avert  if  poffible  the  dreadful  danger  of  this  unhappy  prince. 
Mr.  Fox  (followed  in  the  fame  flile  by  all  the  leading  men  on  that  fide 
of  the  houfe)  gave  reafoned  opirjons,  that  it  was  for  the  honour  and 
interefl:  of  France,  to  fpare  the  king's  life,  expreffing  thofe  fentiraents 
with  exquifite  feeling,  but  with  perfeft  moderation.  If  I  had  noperfo- 
nal  knowledge  of  thofe  fpeakers — If  I  did  not  well  know  how  richly 
thev  areltored  with  the  milk  of  human  kindnefs,  their  conduft  uDoa 
that  day  had  left  no  doubt  of  their  ardent  wifli  to  rtfcue  the  unhappy 
viftim — Mr.  Pitt  on  the  contrary  vented  himfeif  againft  the  con- 
vention and  the  country,  in  a  ftrain  of  the  moft  loud,  coarfe,  fcur- 
rilous  and  vehement  inveftive  that  tongue  ever  uttered. 

Do  I  wrong  the  gentleman  r  ?Jy  eyes  faw  him.  My  ears  heard 
him,  and  my  underftanding  put  this  queftion.  Can  this  man  be 
in  earneft  to  fave  the  devoted  king?  I  believe  he  was  quite  in  earnefr 
for  his  own  purpofe,  namely,  to  whet  the  rancour  of  a  goodly  people, 
(who  will  I  hope  never  fl;ed  the  blood  of  man  for  evil  fpeculation?) 
^gainfl  France,  which  he  had  long  meditated  to  attack,  and  of 
which  meditation,  the  recal  of  lord  Gower  was,  as  Briffot  alTerted, 
but  too  decifive  an  indjcauon.'     v.  4.7. 

The  author  of  Utrum  Horum  is,  however,  anxious  to  vin- 
dicate himfeif  from  any  fufpicion  that interefted  motives  fiio'uld  ■ 
have  induced  hirh  to  defcribe  the  exiilence  of  the  governmeni 
or  adm'unjiration  as  incompatible  vidth  the  exiftence  of  the 
country. 

*  It  is  npt,  God  knows,  from  anxiety  that  Mr.  Fox  fliould  be  mi- 
nifter,  either  on  his  account  or  from  views  perfonal  to  myfelf,  that. 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  of  compofing  this  work.  If  I  were  of  a 
corrupt  nature,  little  as  lam,  the  channel  had  been  long  ago  open 
to  me  and  upoa  mote  than  one  occafion.  In  his  day  of  dif- 
ficult/ 
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ficulty  or  danger  I  believe  I  fliould  be  found  as  near  to  Mr.  Fox 
and  cling  as  dole  to  him,  as  any  perfon  born  of  a  woman  ; — but  my 
difpofition  does  not  particularly  lead  me  to  cultivate  any  body  in  the 
hour  of  fuccefs,  I  fufpeil  that  I  fhould  not  be  the  firft  to  prefent  my- 
felf  upon  his  kiffing  the  king's  hand — no  evil  to  the  man  I  love  beft, 
for  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  would  be  fure  of  a  crowded  levee.  My  true 
motive  is  the  falvation  of  my  country,  and  without  dwelling  longer 
upon  malice  which  perhaps  fliouId  be  treated  only  with  contempt 
and  fcorn — I  proceed. 

'  The  bed  chance  then  of  real  peace  with  France  is  furely  from 
this  defcrlptlon  of  nvinifter. 

'  From  a  minifter,  who,  bred  in  the  principles  of  the  grand  al- 
liance and  nurtured  In  a  fear  of  French  power,  had  furveyed  the  re- 
voUitio'i  in  France  as  the  harbinger  of  peace  to  England  and  to  Eu- 
rope— who,  burning  with  theardour  of  a  patriot  for  the  freedom  of 
his  own  country,  beheld  the  riling  liberty  of  other  nations  with  the 
rapture  of  a  philofopher — who  was  the  firft  public  man  in  Europe 
to  hail  the  downfall  of  the  atrocious  defpotifm  of  the  court  of  Vcr- 
failles — who  lamented  as  heartily  as  the  enemies  of  the  French  re- 
volution rejoiced,  in  the  crimes  and  cruelties  which  were  not  {o 
much  produced  by  that  event,  as  by  the  unprincipled  combination, 
formed  againft  it  by  foreign  tyrants — who,  gifted  with  an  under- 
ftanding  like  intuition  to  fee  in  the  right  feafon  the  wifdom  or  folly 
of  fta'te  meafures,  had  warned  his  country  of  the  fatal  policy  of  its 
minifters  tovvards  France,  and  oppofed  this  deft:ru6live  war  in  all 
its  ftages,  with  invincible  conftancy  and  courage ;  though  deferted 
by  thofe  who  were  nearefi:  his  heart,  and  fupported  only  by  a  few 
firm  allbciates,  whofe  merit  is  increafed  by  the  fmallnefs  of  thek 
numbers,  and  the  general  delirium  which  the  adminiftration  had  {o 
arAiliy  excited — a  man  whofe  morals  prevent  him  from  exuhing  at 
the  misfortunes  of  others,  and  whofe  manners  fecure  him  from  tiie 
neceility  of  humiliation. — Who  never  infulted  France  in  the  period. 
ot  her  depreflion  and  has  nothing  to  difavow  or  expiate  in' the  hour 
X){  her  triumph — who  has  not  left  mankind  in  the  dark  about  his 
object  for  four  fatal  years  of  unexampled  carnage — and  finally, 
whofe  diftinguilliing  charafter  being  direiftnefs  and  plain  dealing, 
appears  the  properefl  m,an  to  negotiate  with  a  people  who  atfeft  to 
fubftitute  candour! for  the  SnefTe  and  fallacy  of  courts  !'     p.  ico. 

With  the  pacific  wiflies  of  the  author  we  heartily  concur, 
although  we  are  totally  indifferent  by  whom  they  are  gratified  ; 
but  if  the  negotiation  {hould  be  intrulled  to  him  by  a  new  ad- 
miniflratioii,  as  a  recompenfe  for  his  zeal, — we  are  very  tiuich 
afraid,  from  the  proof  of  his  happy  obfcurity  before  us,  that  it 
would  be  fome  months  before  the  French  directory,  ample  as 
their  capacities  may  be,  would  be  able  to  penetrate  the  objetl 
of  his  miflion. 
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Dijprrtation  on  Firji  Principles  cf  Goveynment,  To  ivhich  is  added^ 
the  genuine  Spiech^  tranflated^  and  delivered  at  the  Tribune  of  the 
French  Convention^  J^^y  7?  ^79S-  ^y  Thonias  Paine^  Author  of 
Comviou  Senfe^  Rights  of  Man,  Age  of  Reafojiy  ^c.  8^'o.  is. 
Griffiths.      179,. 

'TpHE  nameof  Thnmas  Paine,  if  it  be  not  likely  to  defcend  to  pof- 
■*-  ferity,  poirefTes  at  leaft  as  great  a  portion  of  contemporary  notice, 
as  could  h[[  to  the  lot  of  any  public  man ;  for  party  fpirit,  whe- 
ther It  operate  in  the  channel  of  perfecution  or  applaufe,  or  in 
both  at  the  fame  time,  mufi:  be  allowed  to  confer  the  import- 
ance of  notoriety  on  the  perfonal  objects  of  its  idolatry  or  hatred. 

It  is  unneceHary  for  us  to  enter  into  an  inveftioation  of  Mr. 
Paine's  political  doftrines :  of  th^  charatfler  of  his  writings  we  have 
long  formed  our  opinion  ;  we  confider  them  as  a  firing  of  epigrams 
on  the  fubjeft  of  government,  in  many  of  which  there  is  fome 
point  and  fome  truth,  but  which  have  no  claim  to  the  coherence 
of  fyltem,  c;  ihe  credit  of  candour. 

The  prefent  diflertation  contains  nothing  new  on  Mr.  Paine's 
favourite  theme  of  democracy  ;  and  is  difgraced  by  an  abufe  of  the 
monarchical  and  arlllocratical  inflitutions,  fo  low  and  virulent,  that 
the  champions  of  rational  liberty  mufi:  exclaim, 

'  Non  tali  auxilio,  nee  defenforibus  iflis — ' 

^iig/its  of  the  People  ;  or^  Re  a  fans  for  a  Regicide,  Peace.  Contain- 
ing an  Invcfigatton  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Defpotifm  ;  the 
aticient  and  prefent  State  of  France ;  State  of  Europe^  and  of 
England  in  pcirlicular  ;  Calculation  of  the  Durability  of  the 
Funding  Syflem  ;  and  the  abfolute  Necefity  of  an  immediate  Peace 
Upon  any  Terms.  With  a  fezv  anticipating  Stri^ures  upon  Mi . 
Burhc''s  long  promijed _  Letters  againfi  a  Regicide  Peace.  By 
IVilliam  TVilliams^  of  Giay^ s-hiu^  Student  at  havj.  ^vo. 
xs.  6d.     Jordan.     1796. 

In  this  pamphlet,  Mr.  Burke  is  cenfured  as  ?  political  apoftate,  a 
declamatory  rhapfodifl:.  The  firft  accufation  may  certainly  be 
fupported  with  very  moderate  talents  ;  and  the  author's  own  flyle 
does  not  ftem  to  confer  on  him  the  leaft  rioht  of  makinoithe  other. 

o  o 

Alluding  to  Mr.  Burke,  he  fays — 

*  From  an  attentive  perufal  of  the  fpeeches  and  writings  of  this 
extraordinary  character,  we  fee  at  once  the  caufes  of  his  errors,  in- 
coherencies,  and  abfurdities.  PoflelTed  of  the  fublimefl  imagina- 
tion, he  has  not  learned  to  check  the  poetic- fire,  but  gives  it  the 
moft;    unbounded   fcope.     As   age    approaches  our  habits  gather 

ftrength, 
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Ib-ength,  and  if  in  early  youth  we  have  accnflomed  ourfelves  to 
deviate  but  a  little  from  the  eKad  line  of  reafon,  it  is  well  if,  when 
time  has  pafled  his  ploughfhare  over  our  foreheads,  we  find  not  that 
we  have  wandered  to  the  uttermoil:  verg-e  of  an  extreme.  It  is  thus 
with  him.  He  always  facriticed  too  much  at  the  fiirine  of  ele- 
gance, and  fuffered  flowery  declamation  to  encroach  upon  found 
argument,  'till  at  length  it  has  ufurped  the  whole  fovereignty.  He 
abounds  in  beautiful  metaphors;  his  fportive  fancy  fcatters  her  rich 
luxuriance  over- the  enamelled  meads  of  fairy  fiftion  ;  but  amidft 
this  bower  of  fweets,  I  fearch  in  vain  for  the  mnjeftic  oak  of  un- 
fophifticated  logic'      p.  ili. 

As  far  as  Mr,  Burke  is  concerned,  his  defender  Mr.  Townfhend, 
and  his  opponent  INIr,  Williams,  are  truly  '  par  nohWt  Jludentium.* 
Gray's  Inn,  an  ahna  matey-  of  the  law,  may  boafi:  of  her  two  rifing 
geniufes :  for,  in  proportion' as  the  celebrated  charafter  in  queftion 
has  been  exalted  by  the  encomiums  of  the  one,  it  is  likely  to  be 
deprefTed  by  the  philippics  of  the  other. 

Thoughts   on   the  FrofpcH  of  a    Gregicide    Jfar,  in  a  Letter  to  the 
Right  Ho7i.  Edmund  Burke.      %vo.      (id.     Smeeton.      1796. 

Venienti  occurrite  morho.  is  this  author's  motto.     Findino;  that  all 
the  prefcriptions  of  Mr.  Burke's  antagonifts  have  been  ineffet^tual 
in  curing  that  gentleman  of  his  political  diforder,  he  wiflhes  to  pre- 
vent a  relapfe,  of  which  there  have  been  fome  alarming  fymptoms. 
In  other  words,  Mr.  Burke  having  announced  a  pamphlet,  called 
*  Thoughts  on  the  ProfpecT:  cf  a  Regicide  Peace,'  this  author  hopes 
he  may  be  able  to  dilTuade  him  from  a  defign  fo   fatal  to  the  peace, 
of  Europe.    For  this  purpofe  he  endeavours  to , prove,  that,  had  the 
war  never  been  begun,  the  French  would  foon  have  difcovered  that 
they  had   only  changed  monarchy  for  anarchy,  and   that,  after  a 
fruitlefs  experiment  of  change,  they  would  have  fettled  in  a  fober 
fenfe  of  the  benefits  of  hereditary  though  not  indefeafible   fuccef- 
Con,  which  would    have  been  fecured  by  laws,   binding  both  oij 
yng  and  people.     He  alTerts  that  the  lefs  blood  and  money  is  fpent 
in  fupport  of  a  throne,  beyond   what   decent  fplendour  requires  of 
ihe  laft,  the  more  will  the  attachment  of  the  multitude  be;  and  he 
cautions  Mr.  Burke,  left,  in  advancing  his  arguments  v/hy  a  peace 
at  prefent  would  be  a  regicide  one,  he  inadvertently  point  out   the 
means  to  make  it  fuch.^ — Vv'e  know  not  that  it  is  quite  fair  to  fup- 
pofe  what  Mr.  Burjce  rneang  to  advance  in  his  next  pamphlet  :   but 
it  is  at  leaft  paying  him  a  great  compliment,  to  fuppofe  him  the 
prime  direftor  of  public  opinion.     If  our  miniftry,  however,  are 
ferioufly  difpofed  to  confer  the  bleffings  of  peace  on  their  country, 
what  Mr.  Burke  may  fay  will  have  hut  little  Vvcight.    It  is  the  com* 
bination  of  minifterial  influence  and  patronage,  which  makes  falfe- 
hood  plauliblc,  and  fophiftry  deiufive. 

QL,  3  A  general 
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A gtntral  Rtply  to  the  feveral  Anfioerers,  ^c.  of  a  Letter  written  to 
a  Noble  Lord.  By  the  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke,  ^vo. 
cs.      Allen  and  Weft.      1 796. 

On  looking  merely  at  the  title-page,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
who  is  the  author.  A  full  flop  is  put  after  the  word  Lord ;  and  con- 
fequently  the  prel'ent  publication  ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  right 
honourable  Edmund  Burke.  But  it  is  of  little  confequence  who 
the  author  is  ;  the  ftyle  determines  it  to  come  from  one  of  the  Burk- 
ian  fchool  ;  and  if  not  from  the  hand  of  the  mafter,  the  probabi- 
lity is,  that  the  difcipte  wrote  under  his  aufpices.  The  times  are 
now  altered;  the" king's  fpeech  has  fliown  the  folly  of  a  great  part 
of  Mr.  Burke's  aflertions  :  and  the  critical  ftate  of  the  nation  has 
taken  away  all  relifti  for  his  old  declamation.  This  general  reply 
will  probably  end  the  conteft,  as  far  2s  Mr.  Burke  is  concerned. 
No  one  will  attempt  a  rejoinder  ;  nor  is  there  indeed  any  thing  in 
the  pamphlet,  which  requires  further  animadverfion.  The  old  to- 
pics are  brought  forward :  Mr.  Burke  is  every  where  vindicated,  and 
even  for  his  confiftency.  His  opponents  are  not  quite  fo  much 
abufed  as  hs;j"etofore :  and  the  curtain  being  now  let  fall,  we  hear- 
tily wifti  Mr.  Burke  a  good  night,  and  a  long  enjoyment  of  his 
penlion. 

Reform  or  Revolution^  in  a  Letter^  to  a  Bifiop  :   luith  an  appendix 

addreffed  to  the  People  of  England.  By  W.  Riijfel.      Zvo.    \s.  6d. 

Longman.      1796. 

There  is  a  v/himfical  mixture  of  good  fenfe  and  extravagance  in 
this  production  :  it  points  out  many  grievances  in  the  ecclefiaftical 
and  political  ftate  of  the  country  with  confiderable  acutenefs  ;  but 
the  reader  will  be  often  offended  by  a  want  of  ferioufnefs  in  the 
language  and 'manner  of  the  obfervations,  The  author  ftates  him- 
felf  to  have  been  a  clergyman,  and  that  he  has  now  thrown  off  his 
gown  ; — he  talks  of  the  '  anonymous  fecrecy''  and  '  magifterial  lari' 
guage'  of  reviewers,  and  obferves  that  they  will  moft  probably  call 
his  book,  '  the  conternptihle  produtlion  of  a  contemptible  writer,  tvhofe 
arroga7tce  is  fuch  as  to  fuppofe  that  national  revolution  will  take 
place  in  confequence  of  his  prof cfjional  refgnaticn.' 

With  whatever  idle,  nonfenfical,  or  even  angry  remarks,  any 
pamphleteer  may  chufe  to  anticipate  the  critical  reception  of  his 
labours,  we  ftiall  not  feel  ourfelves  at  all  ruffled.'  Authors  fliould 
remember,  that  it  is  at  beft  but  a  piece  of  vulgar  affeftation  to  cry 
*  /linking  fifh'' — and  that,  in  point  of  faft,  inveftives  againft  critics 
and  reviewers  have  in  general  proceeded  from  the  ungentlemanly 
and  revengeful  fpleen  of  bad  writers. 
ji  Letter  to  Thomas  Paine,  in'  Reply  to  his  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 

Englifi  Syftem   of  Finance.     By   Daniel    IVakefield.      %vo.      ^s. 

Rivingtons.      1796. 

Daniel  Wakefield  takes  Thomas  Paine  to  tafli  for  fome  aflertions 
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on  our  funds.  The  ratio  on  the  progreffive  increafe  of  the  national 
expenfes,  he  fliovvs  to  be  Inaccurate  :  and  indeed  the  leaft  thought 
on  the  fubjecl  muft  teach  any  man,  that  very  great  accuracy  was 
not  intended,  nor  could  be  expedled..  Thomas  Paine  calculates  the 
debt  produced  by  the  war  of  1688,  ending  in  1697,  to  be  twenty- 
one  millions  and  an  half.  Daniel  Wakefield  fays,  '  it  really 
amounted  to  21,515,743!,'  A  little  farther  our  author  exults  at 
finding  out  an  error  of  five  millions.  We  have  already  exprefled 
our  opinion  of  Pnine's  ratio,  of  which  we  know  no  other  good, 
than  that  it  has  afforded  our  author  probably  fome  amufement  in 
correctincr  it. 

Some  obvious  errors  in  Paine's  ftatement  of  our  paper  money 
take  up  the  remaining  part,  or  little  more  than  half  of  the  book ; 
and  our  author  exults  uith  juft  as  much  reafon  on  the  fuppofed  pro- 
fperity  of  our  finances,  as  his  anragonift  did  on  his  affumed  pofi- 
tion  of  their  exceffive  depreflion.  Both  writers  are  building  caftles 
in  the  air, 

Ranarks  07i  ilie  prefent  Times,  exhibiting  the  Caufes  of  the  high 
Price  of  Provijions^  and  Propojitions  for  their  KeduSiion^  being  an 
LiiroduHio7i  to  Hints  and  Obfervations  on  Agi  icidture.  By  James 
M-Phail.     8vc.     2-r.  tcL     Cadell  ««(/ Davies.      1795- 

Mr.  M'Phail,  as  this  tradt  evinces,  has  employed  himfelf  ou 
other  fubjefts  befides  raifing  cucumbers.  Amid  a  variety  of  to- 
pics, fome  of  which  are  flireudly  handled,  we  have  the  following 
obfervations  on  the  leading  article  of  the  title — 

'  The  increafe  of  money,  or  the  figns  of  it,  does  not  only  ope- 
rate on  the  price  of  provifions,  by  the  diminution  of  its  own  value, 
but  by  enabling  more  people  to  purchafe,  and  of  courfe  confume 
them,  one  wav  or  other,  which  muft  unavoidably  increafe  their 
fcarcity,  and  itill  add  more  to  their  price.  Twenty  rich  families 
will  confume  at  leafl  twelve  times  as  much  meat,  butter,  foap,  and 
candles,  as  twenty  poor  families  confiftlng  of  the  fame  number; 
and  the  prices  of  all  thefe  muft  certainly  rife  in  proportion  to  the 
demand.  In  many  countries  of  Europe  this  effeil  of  the  increafe 
of  wealth  is  vifible  at  this  time ;  and  in  none  more  than  in  Great 
Britain. 

'  The  confumption  of  every  thing  is  amazingly  increafed  from 
the  increafe  of  wealth,  not  only  in  the  metropolis,  but  in  everv 
part  of  the  kingdom.  Throughout  all  ranks  and  conditions  of 
men,  the  manner  of  living  is  no  lefs  amazingly  altered.  The  mer- 
chant, who  formerly  thought  himfelf  fortunate  if  in  the  courfe  of 
thirty  or  forty  years,  by  large  trade,  and  ftrift  oeconomy,  he  amafll 
ed- together  tvventy  or  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  now  acquires  in  lefs 
than  half  that  time,  double  that  fum,  or  breaks  for  a  gi-eater  ;  and 
all  that  time  vies  with  the  firft  of  our  nobility  in  his  houfes,  table, 
furniture,  and  ecjuipage.     In  the  metropolis,  and  other  large  cities 

Q_  4  and 
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and  towns,  the  fhop- keeper,  who  iifed  to  be  as  well  contented  witll 
one  difti  of  meat,  one  fire,  &c.  has  now  three  or  tour  times  as 
many  :  his  wife  hns  her  card  parties,  and  muft  be  in  the  prefent 
fafliion,  with  no  flays,  the  petticoat  feems  pinned  to  the  cravat,  and 
the  arms  come  out  at  the  pocket  holes; — flie  mufl  go  to  the  play- 
houfe  in  winter,  the  watering  places  in  fummer,  and  Aftley's  am- 
phitheatre in  autumn  :  and  his  journeyman  climbs  froin  the  fliop 
to  the  front  boxes  of  the  play-houfe.  In  his  fliop  is  feldom  a  fer- 
vant  woman  to  be  feen,  but  feveral  well-powdered  gentlemen,  to 
ferve  with  all  the  politenefs  required  by  the  firfl  female  characters. 
The  lowefl  manufacturer,  and  meanefl:  mechanic,  will  touch  no- 
thing but  the  very  beft  pieces  of  meat,  and  the  tineft  white  bread  ; 
and  if  they  cannot  obtain  this,  they  think  they  have  a  right  to  feek 
redrefs  of  grievances,  by  a  reform  in  parliament.  To  this  cata- 
logue, however,  it  is  well  for  the  country  there  are  many  excep- 
tions, 

'  Since  then  the  value  of  money  is  greatly  decreafed  by  its 
quantity  ;  and  the  confumption  of  provifions  of  all  kinds  very 
much  increafed  by  univerfa!  luxury;  and  the  fupplies  we  ufed  to 
receive  from  poorer  countries,  now  alfo  grown  rich,  more  hard  to 
be  come  at ;  the  prefent  exorbitant  prices  of  all  the  necefTaries  of 
life  can  be  no  wonder. 

*  From  what  I  have  advanced,  the  high  price  of  provifions  may 
be  eafily  accounted  for,  without  having  recourfe  to  foreftallers,  re- 
graters,  monopolizers,  and  farmers  keeping  back  their  produce  till 
they  can  get  a  high  price  for  it,  with  all  the  other  caufes  which  are 
afhgned  by  elTay  and  newfpaper  writers,  and  adopted  by  many  of 
their  readers.  How  far  any  of  thefe,  or  all  of  them,  have  locally, 
collaterally,  or  accidentally,  contributed  to  augment  the  price  of 
provifions,  I  pretend  not  to  determine ;  nor  perhaps  is  it  of  much 
importance  to  inquire,  becaufe,  whatever  may  have  been  their  ef- 
fects, I  am  perfuaded  they  could  have  had  none  at  all,  had  they 
not  beep  helped  by  the  firfi:  and  great  caufe,  that  is,  the  increafe  of 
riches.  Does  it,  thefefore,  anfwer  any  great  purpofe,  to  fearch 
out  for  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  high  price  of  provifions  from  fads, 
•whofe  operations  are  not  certain,  and  reafons  at  beft  but  fpecula- 
tive  ;  when  it  is  fufficienrly  proved  from  thefe  two  great  principles, 
the  increafe  of  riches,  and  the  increafe  of  taxes.  By  this,  howe- 
ver, I  would-  by  no  means  wifli  to  difcourage  government,  and  the 
legiflature  from  inquiring  into  abufes,  of  which,  doubtlefs,  there 
are  many  ;  and  applying  to  them  as  fpeedy  and  efficacious  remedies 
as  poffible,  to  redrefs  this  evil ;  much  lefs  to  difapprove  the  wife 
meafures  they  have  already  taken  :  but  I  would  wifh  to  lefTen  the 
immeafureabie  expedations  formed  by  many  of  their  fuccefs,  and 
the  indignation  confequent  from  their  difappointment.'     p.  97. 

The  tables  at  the  end  of  this  pamphlet  are  in  many  ways  ufe- 
ful. 

A  Jliort 
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^i  Jhort  Vieiv  of  the  hiconvenicncies  of  War  ;  ivith  fotne  Ohfervailons 
on  the  Expedie-ncy  of  Peace  ;  in  a  Letter  to  a  Fr'unJ.  Sw.  ij-. 
Jordan.      1796. 

The  intention  of  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  is  to  (how  the  fu« 
dlity  of  all  continental  vvar^  in  general,  and  of  the  prefent  in  par- 
ticular. He  is  of  opinion  that  it  v/as  originally  unnecefTary,  and 
that  whatever  the  original  grounds  of  the  conteft  with  France  inight 
be, — whether  the  fiipppfed  fecurity  of  the  allies,  or  the  conqueft  of 
France, — it  could  not,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  be  more  necefliiry  thaa 
peace  now  is  to  the  parties  concerned.  We  do  not  find  nianv  re- 
marks that  are  new  or  (Iriking  in  what  he  advances  :  but  the  whole 
is  written  difpaffionately,  and  may  have  its  effedl  now  that  the  din 
of  war  has  partly  loft  its  charms. 

A  Retrofped  ;   iJluftrating  the  Nectfjity  of  an  immediate  Peace  ivitJi 
the  Republic  of  France.      8^'o.      is.      Crofby.    '1796. 

The  ufual  arguments  in  favour  of  peace  are  brought  together 
here,  but  rather  with  too  much  warmth  and  turgidity  of  ftyle. 
The  author  means  well,  but  wants  that  moderation  which  alone  can 
give  force  and  perfpicuity  to  arguments,  however  well  founded.  In 
his  laft  words,  which  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  ftyle,  he  pro- 
bably- meant  to  go  off  with  a  climax — 

'  Hefitate  not  another  moment  to  negociate  liberally  and  une- 
quivocully  with  the  republic  of  France,  or,  I  folemnly  declare  be' 
fore  God — I  fee  no  peace  for  Ifrael !  !  !'     p.  28. 

The  American  Crifs,  and  a  Letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  on  the 
Murder  of  Captain  Huddy^  and  the  ititended  Retaliation  on  Cap' 
tain  Afgill^  of  the  Guards.  By  Thomas  PainCy  Author  of  Com- 
mon Se?fe^   Rights  of  3Ian,  Age  of  Reafon,  and  the   Decline  and 

^  Fall  of  the  Englijh  Syjlem  »f  Finance.  '^vo.  <^s.  Boards, 
Eaton.      1796. 

The  fuccefs  of  Mr.  Paine's  late  political  writings  feemS  to  have 
held  cut  a  profpeft  of  advantage  from  collecting  all  papers  and  let- 
ters attributed  to  him  during  the  American  war.  We  can  perceive 
no  other  reafon  for  republifhingthe  papers  contained  in  this  volume. 
They  may  be,  perhaps,  of  fomefmall  fervice  to  the  hiftorian  :  but, 
diffufed  among  the  public  at  large,  they  can  ferve  only  to  revive 
thofe  animofities  between  the  EngHfli  and  Americans,  which  it  is 
the  intcreft  of  both  nations  to  bury  in  oblivion, 

POETICAL. 

The  Dog  Tax,   in  Verfe.      Addreffed  to  the  Self-appointed  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,     \to.      \s.      Low.      1796. 

Mr.  Dent  is  humourouHy  lafhed  in  thefe  lines  as  the  felf-appoint- 
,ed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  wifhed  to  tax  the  poor  cotta- 
ger's 
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ger's  dog,  which  has  been  refcued  by  the  humanity  of  the  parlia- 
ment. We  fliouhl  have  been  better  pleafed,  had  the  author  con- 
tinued in  the  humourous  vein.  His  introduction  is  of  confiderabic 
promife — 

*  Whereas  evils  and  dangers  both  ferious  and  great 
Have  got  to  a  pitch  fo  ahirming  of  late, 

And  the  hydrophobia  has  fpread  far  and  near,  ") 

That  the  poor  don't  like  water  fo  well  as  ftrong  beer,        V 
And  the  rich  will  drink  wine,  though  fo  damnably  dear;  ) 
And  the  docjs  of  the  cottage  fo  furious  are  grown, 
Thev  onaw  iron  and  fteel  as  thev  would  a  beef  bone. 
(Mind — the  dogs  of  the  cottage — for  thofe  of  the  court 
Only  pick  chicken  bones  and  nice  things  of  that  fort.) 
They  bite  flieep,  pigs,  and  oxen,  to  fuch  a  degree, 
We  have  barking  ragout,  and  ftark  mad  fricafee. 
An  alderman  fears  to  eat  fifli,  let  me  tell  ye. 
Left  hard  roe  and  foft  roe  fliould  fioht  in  his  bellv. 
Sheep's  head,  pluck,  and  lights,  each  vile  cur  {o  confounds, 
That  the  'fquire  can't  get  vi'tals  enough  for  his  hounds. 
Now  all  this  amounts  to  a  clear  demonftration 
That  the  curs  of  the  poor  are  the  bane  of  the 
And  o'erwhelm  us  with  difcord,  dJfeafe,  and  ftar' 

p.  5. 

y/  Paraphrafe  on  Gray* s  E^^S)'f  '^"'"'^f'-'"  on  the  unfortunate  Cata/lro- 
phe  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  JVefon^  luho  was  executed  for  Forgery 
before  Ne-wgate^  July  6,  1 796.  By  a  Gentleman.  \to,  2s, 
Tiffin.      1796. 

*  All  you  who  vifit  the  unhonour'd  dead 

In  contemplation  of  their  future  _/?«/^j,- 
In  pity  cenfure  not  the  lives  they  led., 

Which  brought  them  to  an  ignominious  fate.'      p.   13. 

This  paraphrafe,  the  author  informs  us,  was  written  without  an 
intention  of  being  publiflied ;  but  he  was  prevailed  upon,  at  the 
requeft  of  feveral  of  his  friends,  to  offer  it  to  the  world.  The 
fpecimen  above  will  fhow  the  judgment  of  thofe  friends ;  and  the 
line  in  Italics,  the  author's  intention,  which  was  to  palliate  ofFejices 
for  which  no  excufe  can  be  offered.  The  effeft  of  this  work 
would,  therefore,  be  of  the  immoral  kind,  if  the  poetry  had  any 
attractions.  There  u'as  notfeins;  in  W^efton's  cafe  to  claim  more 
than  ordinary  pity.  He  was  young,  and  his  manners  might  have 
been  thofe  of  a  gentleman  :  but  his  crimes  were  thofe  of  delibera- 
tion. He  had  long  been  in  the  praftice  of  defrauding  others,  with 
the  moft  unfeeiiijg  cunning  and  caution ;  and  the  life  he  led  dcferved 
the  fevereil  cenfure. 


nation,        > 
ftarvation.' J 
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The  State  of  the  Poll :  an  eccentric  Poem.      xzmc.      is.     Lowndes. 

1796. 

This  poem  was  written  during  the  general  ele£lion  in  1 790.     It 

laflies  gently  and  good-naturedly  the   pradice  ufual  on  fuch  occa- 

fions  :   the  meafure  is  Hudibraftic,  and  the  lines  flowing  and  eafy. 

Bv  far  the  beft  part  is  the  ilcetch  of  modern  charafters,  in  the  In- 

f'odudion,  of  which  the  following  is  no  unpleafant  fpecimen — 

*  Here  mull:  I  flop  too,  by  the  way, 

A  little  tribute  juft  to  pay, 

( — With  polifh'd  manners  in  compliance) 

To  thofe  who've  caus'd  the  g-ymnic  fcience 

To  be  proniulg'd  and  underftood, 

With  fuch  great  pains,  for  our  great  good. 

Who  have  with  merited  applaufe, 

So  well  arrang'd  the  boxing  laws; 

And,  to  the  credit  of  the  age, 

Have  afcertain'd,  with  reafons  fage, 

What  fliare  of  honor  fl)ail  be  due 

For  one  black  eye,  and  what  for  two : 

What  ftiall  be  deem'd  a  knock-down  blow^ 

And  what  Ihall  not  be  deemed  fo  ; 

And  then,  how  many  of  thofe  blows 

A  man  of  "  bottom" — on  his  nofe, 

And  eyes,  and  guts,  fliou'd  bear,  e'er  he 

Refigns  the  palm  of  viftory. 

For  this  are  great  encomiums  due  : 

But  for  the  good  that  may  accrue, 

From  giving  treats,  that  ne'er  are  hifs'd, 

Of  fine  dexterity  of  fill: ; 

From  teaching  mtn  fo  bold  t'  appear 

As  not  the  ftroke  of  death  to  fear : 

(That  is,  to  flare  devoid  of  dread 

While  one  man  ftrikes  another  dead  !) 

From  teaching  them, — if  fo  they're  bent 

Aifo  to  profit  by  th'  event : 

From  learning  ruffians  while  they  fight 

To  be  exceedingly  polite: 

So  that  each  one  fliall  thank  his  foe, 

Whene'er  he  gets  a  handfome  blow  : 

(_Who  too,  are  prodigies  indeed, 

For  they  can  write  tho'  they  can't  read  !) 

More  panegyric  far,  I  know. 

Is  due  than  I  can  e'er  beftow. 

Nor  e'er  fliall  pugiUfls  forget. 

JJow  much  they  are  in  Tarleton's  debt.'     p.  16. 


An 
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Ah  Epiftlt  hi  T'erfe  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph,  EngliJIi  Precepior  ti 
H.  R.  H.  the  Prlncefs  of  IVales^  occnjioned  hy  the  Publkatiort  of 
the  Ccrrfpondence  between  the  Earl  and  Ccunlefs  of  Jerfy,  and 
the  DoSior,  upon  the  Suhjefl of  fonie  Letters  belonging  to  H.  R.  H. 
the  Princefs  of  Vrahs.     8-jo.      is.      Parfons.      1796. 

The  information  we  could  not  find  in  dignified  profe,  is  not  to 
be  cxpe£ted  in  burlefque  verfe,  the  objeft  of  which  feems  to  be  an 
attack  on  Dr.  Randolph's  ftyle,  and  is  condufted  with  fome  degree 
of  buniour.     The  poet  conckides  thus — 

*  I  ceafe,  my  Randolph ;  oh,  forgive  the  IMufe, 

Her  plume  yet  fragrant  with  celeftial  dews, 

Forgive  her  fears,  her  ferious  pafling  ftrain, 

She  n'er  was  fchool'd  to  murmur  or  complain. 

For  wifdom  taught  her,  e'en  from  earlieft  youth, 

To  feel,  with  you,  this  great  unalter'd  truth  ; 

*'  That  oft  a  nation's  foiideO:  hope  is  croft, 

And  that — a  packet  may  be  book'd,  and  lofb."     p.  25. 

A  Selyifl  CallcJIion  of  Epigrams.  Many  of  tlicm  Original.  By 
'Thomas  Clio  Richnan^  Author  of  the  Evening  Pf^alh,  Fallen  Coi- 
fagef   ^'c.^c.      1 2  mo.      2s.   Boards.     Walker.      1796. 

This  is  at  leaft  a  recent  colleftion  of  epigrams,  and  may  be  an 
agreeable  companion  ■  during  the  walk,  the  ride,  the  fail,  and  va- 
rious lounge,'  which  form  the  extent  of  the  colled^or's  pretenfions. 
From  the  many  alluiicns  to  matrimonial  infidelity,  however,  he  can- 
not expeft  that  it  will  be  a  favourite  in  the  polite  circles. 

RELIGIOUS.       , 

A  Sermon  on  the  Argument  from  Prophecy,  in  ivhich  is  propofed  a 
new  Interpretation  of  Daniel's  Prophecy  of  Seventy  fVeeks. 
Preached  in  the  Chapel  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  By  George 
Jliitler,  B.  D.  Fellow  of  Trinity  College.  4/0.  2s.  Watfon, 
Dublin.      1794. 

The  fum  of  Mr.  Miller's  interpretation  is  comprifed  in  the  fol- 
lowing extraft — 

♦  Of  this  noble  prophecy,  which  the  Jewifli  hiftorian  eonfider- 
ed  as  an  irrefraorable  proof  of  the  prefcience  and  providence  of 
God,  various  interpretations  have  been  propofed,  feveral  of  them 
correfponding  nearly  with  the  events,  but  none  intirely  free  from 
objeftions.  I  fliali  therefore  propofe  a  new  one  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  both  accurate  and  confident.  This  paflage  of  Daniel  in 
iny  opinion  contains  two  prediftions,  the  one  relating  to  the  time 
when  the  oreat  facrifice  of  Chrift  fliould  be  offered,  the  other  to 
fhe  period  during  which  the  new  covenant  of  the  Gofpel  fliould  be 
more  particularly  preached  amongft  the  Jews.  The  interval  mark- 
ed in  the  former  confilted  of  fixty  nine  weeks,  that  is  according  tn 

the 
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the  declared  language  of  prophecy  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  three 
vears ;  and  the  period  defcribed  in  the  latter  of  one  week  or  Ceven 
years.     Though,  as  I  fhall  undertake  to  prove,  thefe  two  periods 
were  not  fucceilive,  the  laft  week  partly  coinciding  with  the  fixty- 
iiinth  in  the  other  prophecy,  yet  as  this  week  had  a  diftinft  begin- 
ning and  termination  and  was  marked  out  for  a  different  purpofe, 
thev  are  collectively  defcribed   in  the  general  introduftion  to  both 
prophecies  as  feventy  v^eeks.     "  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  (or 
marked  out)  upon  tliy  people,  and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finifli  the 
tranfgreffion,  and  to  make  an  end  of  fins,  and  to  make  reconcilia- 
tion for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  to 
anoint  the  moft  holy."     In  the  two  following  verfes  are  contained 
the  former  of  thofe   predicftions  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
namelv,  that  which  relates  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  Chrift.  "  Know 
therefore  and  underftand,  that  from   the  going  forth  of  tlie  com- 
mandment to  reftore  and  to  build  Jerufalem,  unto  the  Meffiah  the 
prince,  fhail  be  feven  weeks,  and   threefcore  and  two  weeks  the 
ftreet  fl^all  be  built  again,  and  the  wall,  even  in  troublous  times. 
And  after  threefcore  and   two  weeks  fhall  Mefliah  be  cut  off,  but 
not  for  himlelf :  and  the  people  of  the  prince  that  fhall  come,  ftal! 
deftroy  the  city,  and   the  fanftuary,  and  the  end  thereof  fliail  be 
with  a  fiood,  and  unto  the  end  of  tlie   war  defoiations  m'e  deter- 
mined."    Daniel  was  informed  that  at  the  end  of  feven  weeks  and 
three-fcore  and  two  weeks,  that  is  at  the  end  of  fixty-nine  weeks, 
from  the  time  of  the  commandment  to  rebuild  Jerufalem  the  Mef- 
fiah  fliould  be  cut  off.     This  period  has  in  a  computation  already 
given  to  the  pubhc,  been  juftly  computed  from  the  twentieth  year 
of  Artaxerxes,  when  Nehemiah  informs  us  he  was  fent  by  the  ki^g 
to  build  the  city  of  his  father's  fepulchres.     From   this  aera  to  the 
year  in  which  Chrift  died,  are  exaftly  (ixty-nine  weeks  of  Cha}- 
da;an  years,  each  confifting  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  days,  and 
that  fuch  years  fliould  be  uied  in  this  computation,  is  evident  from 
other  parts  of  the   fcriptures.     In  the  hiftory  of  the  deluge,  five 
months  are  mentioned  as  equivalent  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  days, 
and   in  the  Revelation  of  St.  John  twelve  hundred  and  fixty  days 
are  reckoned,  equivalent  to  three  years  and  a  half,  or  to  forty-two 
months.     It  appears  therefore,  that  the  year  according  to  the  pro- 
phetical  computation  of  time   confifted  of  360  days,  or   twelve 
months  each  containing  thirty  days.     Concerning  this  part  of  tl;e 
prophecy  there  is  therefore  no  difficulty.     The  laft  verfe  contains 
as  I  conceive  the  other  prediction   of  the  time  during  which  the 
Gofpel  fliould  be  preached  to  the  Jews.  "  And  he  fliall  confirm  the 
covenant  with  m.any  for  one  week  :  and  in  the  midfi;  of  the  week 
he  ftiall  caufe  the  facrifice  and  the  oblation  to  ceafe,  and  for  the 
overfpreading  of  abomipations  he  fliall  make  it  defolate,  even  until 
the  confummation,  and  that  determined  fliall  be  poured  uponlhe 
defolate."     That  this  week  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  continuation 
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of  the  fixty  nine  weeks  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  the  pro- 
phecy, appears  from   the  following  circumftance.     The  period  of 
tjiol'e  iixty-nine  weeks  we  are  informed  was  to  be  the  death  of  the 
Meliiah,  but  in  the  middle  of  this  feventieth  week  we  are  told  the 
facifice  and  oblation  were  to  ceafe,  that  is,  Chrift  by  his  one  ob- 
latioiS  of  himfelf  once  offered  was  virtually  to  put  an  end  to  ail  the 
facrifices  and  oblations  of  the  Jewifli  law.     The  fame  great  event 
therefore,  which  flioukl  terminate  the  former  computation  of  fixty- 
nine  weeks,  was  to  mark  the  middle  of  the  feventieth,  and  for  the 
beginning  of  this  laft  week  we  muft  go  backward  one  half  week  or 
three  years  and  a  half.   '  But  if  we  reckon   three  years  and  a  half 
backward  from  the  death  of  Chrift,  we  fliail,  according  to  the  moft 
approved  accounts,  come  to  the  beginning  of  his  public  miniftry  ; 
and  if  we   reckon  forward  from  the  fame  event  three  years  and  a 
half,  we  fhaJl  reach  the  time  when  th.e  apofrles  difperfed  themfelves 
from  Jiidsea  into  various   parts  of  the  world.     Here  then  is  one 
compleat   prophetical  week,    commencing    with    the    m.iniflry   of 
Chrift,  and   terminating   with   the  final  difperfion  of  his  apoftles, 
during  which  the  new  covenant  of  Chriftiamty  was  confirmed  with 
many,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  week  the  death  of  Chrift  caufed  the 
facrifice  and  the  oblation  of  the  Jewifli  law,  which  of  themfelves 
had  not  any  power  to  take  away  fins,  and  were  only  figurative  of 
that  great  facrifice,  to  ceafe.     This  feem.s  to  be  the  natural  meaning 
of  the  pafTage  in  our  common  tranflation,  but  if  the  original  words 
be  literally  t;anflated,  the  interpretation  which  I  have  given  will  be 
flill  more  direiftly  authorized.  The  literal  tranflation  is  not  "  he  ftiall 
confirm  the  covenant  with  many  for  one  week,  and  in  the  midft  of 
the  week  he  fliall  caufe  the  facrifice  and  the  oblation  to  ceafe,"  but  "a 
week  fliali  eftablifn  or  make  a  covenant  with  many,  and  the  midft: 
of  the  week  fliall  caufe  the  iacrificeand  the  oblation  to  ceafe  -."which 
words  exprefsiy  point  out  the  period  during  which  the  new   cove- 
nant ftiould  be  made  with  the  inhfibitants  of  Judjca,  and  mark  the 
time  of  that  period  by  the  mention  oi  the  great  event  which  fliould 
happen  in  the  middle  of  it. 

'  Thus  interpreted,  the  whole  prophecy  appears  confiftent  and 
connected.'      p.  15. 

However  f;itisfa6Vory  this  folution  may  appear  to  its  author,  we 
muft  confcfs  it  to  be  fuch  as  we  cannot  acquiefce  in.  Our  readers 
who  have  already  confidered  thefubjeft,  are  enabled  by  this  extract 
to  judge  for  themfelves. 

j4  Sermo/i  preached  at  the  Meetlng-hon/e  in  the  Old  Jeiury^  on  th^ 
zSth  of  JuTie^  1795?  ^y*^"  Occafon  of  the  Death  of  the  Rev' 
Roger  Flexrnati,  D.  D.  'vjho  departed  this  Life  on  the  i\th  Day 
of  the  fame  Month^  in  the  88//^  Year  of  his  Age.  By  Abraham 
Rees,  D.  D.  F.R.S.  Ptihlified  by  Reqiicji  of  the  Family.  $vo. 
Is.   6d.      Robinfons.      1795. 

In  this  fermon  we  have  a  rational  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  that 
6  paffion 
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pnffion  which  may  be  termed  the  ffM-  of  death,  and  many  excel- 
lent obfervations  on  the  duty  of  regulating  it  upon  Chriflian  princi- 
ples. A  juft  tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Flexman,  who 
is  defcribed  as  a  perfon  of  confiderable  mental  talents  and  literary 
acquirements,  and  as  the  compiler  and  editor  of  various  ufeful 
works.  He  was  ordained  a  paftor  fo  early  as  1 7,30,  and  officiated 
till  178;  reaularlv,  and  even  afterwards  occafionallv.  He  was  a 
ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  pre-exii?ent  dignity  of  Chrlil,  and  the 
perfonality  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  maintained  the  efTential  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  foul  and  body,  and  the  hberty  of  the  human  will, 
in  oppofition  to  Materiahfts  and  NecelFarians. — Appended  to  this 
account,  is  a  lift  of  his  original  publications ;  among  his  compila- 
tions is  the  index  to  the  8th,  9th,  loth,  and  nth  volumes  of  the 
Journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  which  he  received  the  fum 
of  3000L  I 

yj  Sermon  preached  at  the  AJJizes  holden  at  Wijbech^  before  EJxvard 
Gwillimj  E/q.  Chief  Jufiice  of  the  IJle  of  Ely^  the  z%th  of 
July^  1 796.  By  James  Nafmith^  M.  A.  KeFior  of  Leverington. 
8w.      IJ-.     Cadell  <s:«i  Davies.     1796. 

From  Exodus  xx.  v,  7,  Mr.  Nafmith  inculcates  the  high  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath,  and  the  neceffity  of  religious  imprefTioas  in  the 
adrainiftration  of  juftice.  The  difcourfe  is  {iiort,and  rather  fuper- 
ficial,  and  adds -but  linle  to  our  ftock  of  printed  fermons,  although 
it  may  have  been  acceptable  in  the  delivery,  and  calculated  for  the 
occaflon. 

The  Obligat'icns  of  Chrifiians  to  fupfort  a  Converfation  becoming  tJte 

G  of  pel.     A.  Sermon^  preached  to  a  Co7igregation  of  Protefiant  DiJ~ 
fenters  in  Hull,  Eehruary    8,    1795,   o»  Occafon   of  their  forming 

themfelves  into  a  Chrifian  Society,   under  the  pafloral  Care  of  the. 

Rev.    U'^illia?!!    Pcjuicred.     By    Thomas    Langdon.        '^vo.       is. 

Johufon.  1795' 
-  This  fermon  contains  a  fuperficial  though  candid  review  of  the 
mutual  obligations  of  paftors  and  people,  exprelfed  in  an  unaffefted 
and  earneft  ityle,  and  is  printed,  we  are  told,  at  the  earneft  requelt 
of  thole  to  whom  it  was  preached.  The  author  chiefly  infifts  on- 
the  duty  of  Chriftians  to  attend  the  miniflry  of  thofe  whom  they 
eleft  their  religious  inftruftois, — to  avoid  infifting  on  unfcriptural 
terms  of  communion,  and  on  a  harfh  and  rigorous  difcipline, 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  the  gofpel.  He  exhorts  them  to  let  their 
behaviour  to  their  fellow  Chriftians  of  other  focieties  be  as  be- 
cometh  the  gofpel,  and  to  regulate  their  conduft  in  theii:  refpeftive 
families  by  the  fame  rvile,  Thefe  fubjefts,  we  think,  he  might 
have  enlarged  upon  with,  confidemble  advantage,  had  not  (p.  26) 
\\i%time  '  been  nearly  elapfed.'  We  did  not  know  that  difcourles 
of  this  or  any  kind  were  regulated  by  a  certain  time^ 
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^  Primer  vat  he  agahtjl  the  Infidelity  and  XJncharilablenefs  of  tfii 
Eighteenth  Century  :  or,  Tcfiimonies  in  Behalf  of  Chrifian  Can- 
dcur  and  Unanimity,  by  Divines  of  the  Church  of  England,  of 
the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  among  the  Protefant  Diffenters.  To 
zuhich  is  prefixed,  an  Ejfay  on  the  Right  of  Private  Juilgment  in 
Matters'of' Religion.  The  Whole  being  a  Sequel  to  "  The  Sketch 
of  the  Denominations  of  the  Chrifian  World .^^  By  John  EvanSy 
A.  M.      i2mo.     2s.   6d.     Symonds.      1 796. 

A  priori,  one  would  fuppofe  there  could  not  be  a  greater  fole- 
dfm  than  to  imagine  that  any  man,  or  number  of  men,  fliould 
claim  to  themfelves  the  right  of  thinking  foi«  others  ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  that  it  ever  could  be  requlfiie  to  prove  the  reverfe.  But 
fuch  doth  experience  evince  to  be  the  fatV,  that,  often  as  the  proof 
has  been  repeated,  and  extenfively  as  it  is  feen  to  be  admitted,  no 
pofition  is  lefs  cordially  acquiefced  in.  The  introduftory  eflay  in 
this  point  of  view  is  far  from  being  unfeafonable  ;  and  the  teftimo-- 
ries  of  which  this  Prefervative  confifts,  form  at  once  a  ftrikin^ 
proof  of  the  catholicifm  of  iVIr.  Evans,  as  well  as  of  the  refpec- 
tive  authors. 

The  Promifed  MeJJiah.  A  Ser?non  preached  at  Sion-Chatel,  White' 
chapel,  to  God's  ancient  People,  the  feius,  on  Sunday  Afternoon^ 
Aug.  28,  I  796  ;  with  the  Prayers  and  Hymns  before  and  after 
Sennon.      By  irilliam  Cooper,      ^vo.      6d.      Jordan.      1 796. 

WiUiam  Cooper  is  an  illiterate  mechanic,  who  has  taken  it  into 
his  head  that  he  ought  to  attempt  the  converfion  of  the  Jews  ;  and 
tills  fermon,  we  prefume,  is  publiftied  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  talents 
for  this  great  work.  It  contains  the  texts  which  are  prophetical  of 
the  appearance  of  our  Saviour,  jumbled  together  with  much  pious 
exhortation,  but  without  any  connexion  with  profane  hiftory,  or 
any  afliftance  from  arguments  that  are  likely  to  weigh  againft  the 
prejudices  of  the  modern  Jews.  The  author  fays  he  is  only  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  underftands  no  language  but  EngHfli.  He  ap- 
pears to  be  a  well-meaning  enthufiaft  :  and  as  his  abilities  are  not 
ill  fuited  to  perfons  of  his  own  capacity,  he  cannot  fail  of  improv- 
ing the  property  of  Sion  chapel. 

DRAMATIC. 

l^annian  Day,  a  Mnjical  Entertainment,  in  Tii:o  ASls,  perfortned at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  Hay-Market,  Written  by  George  Brewer, 
Svo.      is,     Longman.      1796. 

Although,  as  dramatic  pieces,  the  greater  part  of  our  mufical  en- 
tertainments are  fcarcely  worth  the  trouble  of  criticifing,  yet  in  the 
Bannian  Day  we  difcern  a  promife  of  talents  which  may  be  fafely 
encouraged.  The  ftory  is  trite,  but  the  chara6lers  have  confiderable 
TDtrit,  Captain  Macgallaher,  Batchy  and  Notice,  are  outlines 
7         ■  Sketched 
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iketched  with  great  humour ;  and  there  is  nothing  forced,  or  very 
improbable,  in  the  fituations.  The  poetry  is  mohly  of  the  comic 
kind,  and  adapted  to  the  mock  bravura  which  was  introduced  on 
the  Enghfli  ftage  by  the  late  Mr.  Edwin,  and  is  beco.ning  popular 
with  the  upper  ranks, — we  mean,  the  grdleries. 

The  Smugglers  ;  a  Mnjical  Drama,  hi  Tzao  y^^s.  As  it  is  perform' 
ed  at  iht  Ttnatre  Royal^  Drury  Lane,  By  Samuel  Birch.  8ve, 
ij-.      Dilly.      1796". 

This  little  drama  was  written  for  the  benefit  of  a  popular  per- 
former, and  has  enoiioh  of  bufihefs  and  buiHe  to  recommend  it  ^s 
an  afterpiece,  efpecially  with  the  auxiliaries  of  mufic  and  fcenery- 
One  or  two  of  the  fongs  are  fuperior  to  what  we  commonly  meet 
with  in  operatical  piecTes  ;  but  \ii  rendering  the  dialogue  palatable, 
the  author  muil  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  the  performers. 

The    Cottage^     an    Operatic    Farce.        In    Two    Ads,     By    james 
Smith.      S-JO.      JJ-.      Kearfley,      1796. 

A  fentimental  trifie,  the  fible  of  which  is  borrowed  from  the 
principal  incident  in  Love  in  a  Village.  Tie  poetry  of  the  fongs 
is  rather  above  mediocrity ;  bu'c  the  dialogue  betrays  a  pen  unufed 
■0  dramatic  writing. 
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MEDICAL  AND  ANATOMIC  A  L. 

Oofervations  on  Pregnancy.,  and  the  Di/eafcs  incident  to  that  Period; 
together  with  their  Retnedies,  and foms  njeful  Cautions  particularly 
neceffary  for  fJ^omen  during  a  firji  Pregnancy.    To  lohich  are  add- 
ed^ Oi/fervaiions  on  the  Difeafes  of  Children.     By  fames  doughy 
Surgeon,     ^vo.     Printed  for  the  Author.     1796. 
Medical  gentlemen,  when  called   to  the  exercife  of  that  part  of 
the'  pvofefflon  which  they  have  chofen,  generally  find  it  convenient 
to  introduce  themfelves  to  notice  by  a  publication.     In  the  obfte- 
tric  department,  infrances  of  this  kind  have  been  extremely  nume- 
rous; and  we  really  can  find  no  other  caiife  to  which  we  can  afcribe 
the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Cioucjh  ;  for  in  neither  the  matter  nor  the 
execution  of  his  work,  is  there  any  thing  new  or  important.     The 
province  of  the  nurfe  is  indeed  invaded,  but  without  atfordingthe 
good  lady  an  opportunity  of  profiting  by  it. 

On  the  difeafes  of  children  we  are,  however,  gravely  told,  that — 

*  The  impediments  which  children  have  been  fuppofed  to  labour 
under,  from  their  being  una'ble  to  exprefs  themfeK'^s  by  words,  are 
only  impediments  to  thofe  who  are  unacc|uainted  with  their  gef- 
tures ;  which,  when  properly  attended  to,  will  be  found  certain  in- 
dications of  their  complaints.'     p.  21. 

A  little  afterwards  w*e  find  that  it  fometimes  unfortunately  hap- 
pens, that,  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  watchfulnefs  of  the  prafli- 
tioner,  the  difeafes  of  children  are  overlooked  5  we   are  therefore 

Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XVIIL  Ocickr,  1796.         R        prelented 
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prefeutcd  uith  their  *  fymptoms  of  difeafe,'  and  hear  nothing  more? 
of  the  gejiurcs.     They  are  thcfe — 

*  r.  A  Iharpnefs  or  angular  appearance  of  the  joints,  differing 
from  the  rounded  form  of  health. 

'  3.  The  belly  concave  or  flatter  towards  its  upper  part,  with  ah 
enlargement  of  its  bottom,  generally  hard  and  pendulous. 

*  3.  Large  head,  which  gives  the  face  a  diminutive  appearance. 

*  4.  Openings  of  the  head,  greater  than  common  ;  denoting 
wcaknefs,  rickets,  dropfy  of  the  head,  &c. 

*  5-  Palenefs  of  the  fkin  ;  which  appears  tinged  with  yellow,  dif- 
ferent from  the  rofy  blufh  of  health. 

'  6.  Blacknefs  round  the  mouth  and  eves,  denotinc;  inward  fits. 

*  7.  Scrotum  or  pulfc  relaxed,  a  fymptom  of  debility  or  weak- 
fiefs. 

'  8.  Picking  the  face,  eyelids,  or  lips,  when  accompanied  with 
a  dry  tongue,  are  figns  of  fever. 

*  9.  Hands  in  the  mouth-— of  fomcthing  amifs  there:  and  if  the 
child  flavcrs  much — of  teething. 

'  10.  Picking  the  nofe,  grinding  the  teeth,  ftartings,  and  con.- 
^Y^ujfions,  are  indications  of  worms. 

'   II.  Drawing  up  the  knees  to  the  belly — of  pain  there* 

*.  12.  Squinting  at  four  months — of  dropfy  in  the  head. 

'  1 3.  Stools  green — of  acidities  prefent  in  the  ftomach  and 
bowels :  if  white,  of  jaundice,  or  an  interruption  of  the  fecretiou 
of  bile. 

'  14.  Smiling  during  fleep — of  irritation  6f  the  bowels,  from 
wind  collefted  there. 

'  To  the  above  may  be  added,  frequent  crying;  the  infeparable 
attendant  of  unhealthy  children.'      p.  22. 

;     What  good  woman  would  think  herfelf  qualified  for  tlie  ofilce  of 
.nurfing,  who  did  not  know  this  and  much  more  'i 

'  Oh/ervations  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe^,  by  T.  Greyfon^    Surgeon^    Dif- 
'-  ■  chverer    of    the  Antifyphil'ttic^  to    prevent  the    Venereal  Difeafe, 

-  ii7no,     6il.     Printed  for  the  Author.     1796. 

*^  .  'A  qiiack  advertifement. 

The  Anatomy  of  the  Horfe.      Aecom-pa^:\ed  '■j^ith  Remarks  PJiyfoIogi- 

-  'ceil,  J^athologzcaly  Chirurg:cal^  and  -Natt^ral.      Illujlrated   luilh 
a    Set    of  Tables^  elegantly  engraved'  and  coloured.      Large  Folio. 

;      Nq.-J,  -.Zs.  6d.     Johnfon.      1796. 

•  •  Animnienfely  large  folio,  confift'wg  pf  a  frontifpiece,  one  page 
'of  preface,  one  page  of  letter- prefs  I  and  one  page  of  references  to 
the  plate  !  1 — This  plate  is  an  aqua  tinta  engraving  of  the  flceleton 
of  a  horfe,  and  is  accompanied  with  an  outline  figure,  bearing  the 
^narks  of  reference- to  the  defcription. .  In  the  Preface,  after  we 
iJ4<i:,fead  that  the  rrjotive  for  undertaking  thii  publication  is  a  defire 

•  •  "    '  '  to 
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to  communicate  the  elementary  principles  of  knowledge  to  the  far- 
rier, we  meet  with  the  following  and  concluding  fentence — 

'  Profeffional  engagements  alone  prevent  the  author's  name  from 
appearing;  nor  fliould  this   prejudice  the  mind  of  any  one  againft 
it,  as  the  reafon  muft  be  obvious ;  for,  until  all  orders  of  mankind 
become  perfenly  enlightened^  fuck   concealment,  though   unplea-       ^ 
fant,  is  necefTary.' 

From  a  profeffional  charafter  thus  delicately  circumftanced,  we 
may  fairly  expecl  Ibme  proofs  of  extenfive  knowledge  and  correc't 
information  ;  let  us  then  turn  over  to  the  page  of  this  number,  and 
fearch — 

*  Bones  are  furniftied  with  arteries  of  two  kinds,  one  entering 
at  their  extremities  to  afford  nouriflim.ent,  the  other  piercing  the 
middle  to  fecrete  the  marrow,  which  is  depofired  in  the  cellswe  have 
noticed.  This  fubftance  keeps  them  moift  and  from  becoming 
brittle  ;  thus  the  bones  of  old  animals,  where  it  exills  but  in  fmall 
quantities,  break  more  frequently  than  thofe  of  younger.  It  may 
become  difeafed  from  long  fevers;  it  then  corrodes  and  eats  through 
the  bont;  producing  a  thin  foetid  difcharge ;  this  will  happen  (more 
particularly  to  blood  colts  near  the  knee  and  hock)  withoijt  previous 
fever,  and  then  is  called,  as  in  the  human,  fpina  ventofa.' 

In  truth,  we  are  compelled  to  difpute  every  part  of  the  foregoing 
(liatements  and  conclufjons  :   i.  We  have  not  a  fmgle  proof  that  the 
*  arteries  entering  the  middle  of  bones,   fecrete  marrow' — Thefe, 
as  well  as  thofe  arteries  which  pierce  the  extremities  of  cylhidyical 
bones,  equally  ramify  in  their  fubftance.    And  what  fliall  we  f:iy  of 
thofe  bones  which,  from  their  forms,  have  no  extrpmities  fuch  as 
our  author  alludes  to  ?     ?,.  The   marrow   keeps  the  *  bone   moift 
and  prevents  its  becoming  brittle'  — How  is  this  purpcfe  effected  in 
the  bones  of  animals  which  have  no  marrow,— as  tor  example,  in 
birds,   where  they  are  filled   with  air,  and  in  fifhes  vvhere  they  are 
generally  folid  r — Again,  young  bones  arc  faid  by  our  author  to 
contain  more  marrow  than  old  ones.     The  reverfe  is  the  truth  ; 
young  bones  are  only  lefs  brittle  than  old  ones,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  lime  which  is  combined  in  ti;eip  fubflance;  and  this  is 
always  in  a  fmaller  proportion  in  growing  bones,  than  in  thofe  of 
the  aduJt.     The  '  marrow  may  become  difeafed  from  long  fevers ; 
it  then  corrodes  and  eats  through  the  bone;'  neither  of  thefe  Itate- 
meats  is  fupported  by  either  pofitive  proofs  or  correcfl:  reafoning. 
Such  anatomical  deicriptions,  and  fuch  phyfiological  conclufions, 
mufi:   ever   tend   to  confufe  and  darken  the  minds  of  men,  rather 
than  infiruft  them.     In  fine,  the  work  before  us  is  infinitely  below 
the  modern  ftate  of  knowledge  ;  and  the  plate  is  inferior  to  many 
which  are  publiihed  upon  the  fame  fubjecl.     It  is  a  fevere  taflc  to 
condemn  any  Hterary  produdion  with  harflinefs :  but  it  is  our  duty 
to  endeavour  to  correct  the  g.rQwing  evil  of  multiplying  books  uj;- 
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necellirilv.  It  gives  us  pain  to  find  nothing  but  faults  in  any  w-oikt 
which  even  only  pretends  to  communicate  ufeful  knowledge.  In 
the  prcfent  cafe,  juftice  overcomes  our  teehngs,  and  v^-e  are  led  to 
hope  that  it  is  not  the  produ6llon  of  any  profeffional  man,  but  of 
fonie  adventuring  book-maker,  who,  like  the  Jew  with  his  razors 
in  Peter  Pindar's  ftory,  has  defigned  it,  not  with  a  view  to  utility, 
but  *  to  fell/ 

NOVELS, 

Delves^  a  IP^elcn  Tnk.     By  Mrs.  Graining.      %  Vols,      \2vto.      ioj. 
feiutcl.     Allen  <7/-.vj?  VVefi.      1796. 

We  have  been  much  entertained  with  this  Welch  Tale  :  it  is  told 
n'ith  humour  and  fimplicity,  and  with  feme  flrokes  of  nature  and 
pathos.  Delves,  and  his  dog  Trimbnfli,  faden  themlclves  on  the 
reader's  affeftions  ;  we  pnrfue  tliem  with  intcrcfh  and  pleafure 
through  their  frolicks  and  peregrinations.  The  fcenes  and  conver- 
sations are  chara6lerifl:ic  ;  the  plot  is  fiinple,  the  Ityle  tmaifefted, 
and  the  dinoumev.t  happy  and  fatisfaftory.  It  is  a  production  more 
particularly  calculated  to  amufe  young  perfons  by  its  pleafantry  and 
naivete. 

Joan^!  '.  !   a  Novel.      By    Matilda    Fitz-JoJw.     4    Fols.       llmo. 
i.\s. /eweJ.     Hookham  tf«<r/ Carpenter.     1796. 

This  novel  has  a  great  deal  of  plot  and  intricacy,  and  difplays 
"Tome  invention  and  ingenuity ;  but  it  is  very  difficult  fufficiently 
to  connecTr  and  render  probable  a  variety  of  complicated  incidents. 
The  moft  celebrated  and  beft  executed  novels  have  generally  been 
diftinguifned  by  a  fimplicity  of  plan,  as  Richardfon's  Clarifla,  the 
Heloife  of  Roufieau,  &c.  Even  e>;traorJinary  events  in  real  life 
v/ould,  when  related,  gain  credit  with  difficulty,  v.'ithout  great  at- 
tention to  the  minute  connefting  circumilances,  and  to  the  fprings 
and  motives  of  aftion.  In  the  work  before  us,  the  duplicity  and 
atrocity  of  lady  Jemima  Byram's  conduft  has  no  fufficient  motive 
or  excufe  :  the  plain  path  would  have  been  evidently  more  condu- 
cive to  her  intereft,  in  delivering  up  Elizabeth  to  her  natural  friends, 
who  were  content  to  wave  her  legal  riphts-  We  are  aware  that 
cunning  will  fometimes  over-i'each  itfelf :  but  the  human  mind  is 
compofed  of  mixed  materials  ;  nature  nor  education  leldom  produce 
jnonfters ;  injudicious  novelifts,  in  drawing  characters,  aim  too 
much  at  glaring  contrafts.  Similar  objedions  might  be  marie  againfl 
the  conduct  of  the  Haccombes  to  their  ward,  fir  Edward,  the  will 
of  whole  father  was  highlv  abfurd  and  improbable  ;  neither  dees 
\>ur  author  always  obftrvc  confiftency  of  chara(5ter  : — it  is  eafy  to 
draw  charadlers,  but  difficult  to  put  them  in  correfpondent  motiouc 

The  language  and  converfaticns  in  many  parts  of  the  work  are 
vulgar;  yet,  upon  the  whole,  it  has  fome  merit  and  interefl,  car- 
rying the  reader  forward  by  its  fnifting  fcenes,  and  is  vtell  calculated 
to  beguile  a  languid  or  a  vacant  hour. 
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LAW. 

The  TraHice  of  tic  Courts  of  .King's  Bench  and  Conmion  PJeas,  Bj 
Baker  John  ScU(j7i,  Efq.  P'ol.  II.  ^vo.  lis.  6d.  Boards, 
Butteru'orth.     1 796. 

This  vohime,  the  publication  of  which  has  been  rsther  too  long 
delayed,  compieres  a  book  of  pr.iftice  thar  will  be  found  highly  iifefu^ 
by  every  deparrment  in  the  legal  profeflion.  We  ftiongly  recom- 
piend  its  repe:ited  perufal  to  thofe  yoang  barrifters,  many  of  whom, 
though  poHeiTed  ot  refpefta'ole  talents,  are  doomed  to  fit  lllent  in  the 
coiiris,  while  empty-headed  and  buftling  intruders,  more  mechani- 
cally acqiiainred  with  the  rules  of  pradice,  nearly  monopolife  thg 
junior  bu'ircfs  of  the  bar. 

Mr.  Baker  in  hia  Appendix  has  wifely  inferted  the  material  parts 
of  the  valuabie.introduftion  to  Crompton's  Pratlice,  upon  u'hich, 
after  purchaung  the  copy-right,  Mr.  Baker  formed  the  plan  of  tiie 
nrefent  work. 

"The  Prague  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Originally  puhl'rjfied  by  Jt'ofefh 
Harrifon,  of  Lincoln  s- inn ^  £/^.  and  enlarged  hy  John  Griffith 
lVillta7ns.  Efq.  Barrifer  at  Latv.  The  Eighth  Edition,  luiih 
confdLrabL'  Additions  ;  including  the  Proceedings  before  the  Mafer  ' 
en  Sales  of  Eflates,  Maintenance  for  Injants,  the  Jlppoinimeyit 
f  a  Receiver.,  ^c.  and  fever al  neiv  Precedents,  by  Ji'^ilmot 
Parker,  Solicitor.  2  J^ols.   St-o     16;.  Boards.   Butlerworth.  1796b 

This  edition  of  Harrifoa's  Chancery  Practice  pirfents  to  the 
profefhon  a  book  of  acknowledged  utility,  much  improved  by  the 
judicious  labour  of  Mr.  Parker,  who  appears  accurately  acquainted 
\vi^h  all  the  branches  of  equity  jurifdiftion,  and  whofe  additional 
references  to  the  various  authorities  we  have  found  to  be  correcl: 
and  pertinent, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Memoirs  of  a  late  emlnrnt  Advocate,  and  Member  oj  the  Honourable 
Society  of  Lincoln' s-Inn.  By  IP^illianf  Mthyioth,  Efq.  ^vo,  ex. 
Seived.     Cadel]  flWi/ Davies.     1796. 

The  elegant  and  fpirited  pen  of  Mr,  jMelmo'h  has  often  received 
the  applauie  of  criticifm  for  its  original  p^rodiiftions,  and  for  the  fa- 
cility with  which  it  has  given  the  idiom  of  our  kmguage  to  the 
choicefl  beauties  of  claliica!  literature. 

Our  author's  father,  Mr.  Mcimoth,.  is  the  '  eminent  advocate' 
who  is  the  fuhjeft  of  thefe  memoirs  :  they  prefent  a  weil-writctii 
tribute  of  refpeft  to  the  memory  of  an  able  and  a  good  man  ;  but 
they  contain  little  or  no  incident,  and  are  chiefly  valuable  as  th» 
vehicle  of  feveral  letters,  in  which  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy,  taken  to  king  William  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, is  very  fully  and  acutely  dlfcufied.  ' 
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Tlw  Correfpoiuiciice  betiveen  the  Earl  and  Countefi  of  yer/cy,  fin  J  the 
JJfrv  Dr.  Randolph  J  upon  the  Suhje^  of  fotne  Letters  belonging  (a 
H.  R.  H,  the  Princefs  of  li^ala^  ff  late  fo  much  the  Topic  of  pub- 
lic Conver  fat  Ion.     Svo.      is.     R.White.      1796. 

*  (ireat  pains  having  been  taken  for  fome  time  pafl:,'  fays  lord 
Jerfey,  '  to  engnge  tlie  attention  df  the  public,  by  rt-peaied  mali- 
cious and  fcandalous  paragraphs  in  the  newipapers.  acciifing  the 
countefs  of  Jerfey  of  having  openeqi  a  letter  entrutied  to  the  care  of 
her  ladyfiijp  by  her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs  of  Wales;  adding, 
a!fo,  that  the  letter  fo  opened  had  been  conveyed  by  the  countefs  to 
a  certain  great  female  perlbnage  ;  I  do  now  take  i^  upon  me  to  ail'ert 
■unequivocally,  and  without  a  polTibiiity  of  conrrr.dittiouj  that  fuch 
infiiuiations  are  founded  folely  in  malice  and  not  in  truth.'  In  cor- 
roboration of  this  aifertion  of  the  noble  authc-r,  the  Icttets  allure  us 
tijit  the  packet  never  was  in  lady  Jerfey's  hands  ;  that  dcftor  Ran- 
dolph took  it  to  the  inn,  and  bookecf  it,  and  it  was  never  more 
Iieard  of.  But  as  the  packet  (p.  34)  was  avowedly  of  little  value, 
it  is  impoffjble  to  conceive  that  the  lofs  of  it  could  have  been  at- 
tended with  all  thnfe  cotifqufvcts  which  have  lately  been  the  topic 
of  public  converfation,  and  to  which  this  pamphlet  does  not  allude 
jn  the  moft  diftant  manner. 

Italian    Tra^s ;     or    a    Collc?lion  of  Selc^ed   Pieces.      ^vo.      is. 

Molini.     1796. 

The  cccafion  of  thefe  mifcelianies  being  publiflied  in  the  prefent 
form  is  explained  in  the  following  concife  Advertifeaient — 

*  The  plan  of  an  Italian  magazine  having  not  met  with  encou- 
ragement, the  editor  has  been  advlfed  to  make  a  pamphlet  of  th? 
tyro  aumbers  already  printed.'     r.  iii. 

That  the  plan  of  an  Italian  magazine  fliould  not  have  fucceeded, 
5?  to  •!::?  a  triatter  of  furprife,  v/hcn  we  confider  the  numerous  pro- 
fiut^ions  of  genius  and  elegant  literature  which  have  fiourifned  on 
?he  ciathc  foil  of  Itahy.  The  editor  of  this  publication  prefents  tp 
intereRing  view  or  the  ftate  of  literature  in  Italy, — its  progrefs  ia 
the  arts,  fciences,  Sec. — interfperfed  with  many  folidand  ingenious 
critical  remarks. 

Fron)  among  other  curious  pieces  of  a  different  nature,  we  ex- 
trad  a  letter  written  by  Galileo,  the  philofophic  and  celebrated  fup- 
porter  of  the  Copeinicau  fyflem — 

*  You  well  know,  mod  excellent  father  Vinccnzo,  that  my  life 
has  hitherto  been  fubieft  to  a  variety  of  accidents  and  misfortunes, 
which  nothing  bur  the  patience- of  a  nhilofopher  could  regard  with 
indifference,  cor.iidering  then->  as  the  neceifary  effefts  of  thofe  "■! 
frrange  revolution?,  to  which  the  u'orld  we  inhabit,  is  liable. 
IVIen,  endued  with  the  like  nature  v.'lth  ourfelves,  frequently  re- 
quite our  endeavours  to  be  of  fervice  to  them,  with  ingratitudi^j 
rapine,  and  falfe  accufations ;  and  ali  thefe  have  happened  to  nre 
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iri  the  conrfe  of  my  life.  This  hint  may  be  fufficient,  wkliout  my 
enlarging  on  the  Aibject  of  the  crime  laid  to  my  charge,  of  whicb 
i  feel  confcior.s  of  being  perfeftly  innocent.  You  require  of  me, 
in  your  laft,  the  particulars  of  what  has  happened  to  me  in  Rome* 
The  tribunal,  by  which  I  have  been  judged  nothing  lefs  than  ;m  here- 
tic, for  having  been  a  reafonable  being,  engages  much  of  my  attention. 
Who  knowi  but  I  may  be  reduced,  by  the  injuries  I  have  fuffered 
from  thefe  men,  to  change  my  profeffion  of  a  phiiofopher  for 
that  of  the  hiiiorian  of  the  inquifition  ?  They  have  at  iait  prevailed 
{o  far  as  to  compel  me  to  become  ignorant  and  toolilh,  or  at  leaft 
to  pretend  to  be  fo.  My  dear  father  Vincenzo,  I  am  not  averfe 
from  committing  to  paper  my  feutiments  on  the  fubject  of  your  en- 
cjuiry,  provided  ^'oper  precautions  be  taken  that  this  letter  may 
reach  you  fafcly.  This  m\ift  fuffice,  as  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to 
write  a  book  on  my  trial  and  the  inquifition,  becaufe  by  no  means 
intended  by  nature  for  a  divine,  or  the  author  oi  a  crimiaal 
journal. 

'  I  had,  from  an  early  period  of  my  life,  had  it  in  contempla- 
tion to  publifli  a  dialogue  on  the  Ptolemaic  and  Copernican 
iyftems,  en  which  fubjed:,  from  the  time  I  fid\  went  as  lecturer  to 
Padua,  I  had  made  continual  philofophical  obfervations,  princi- 
pally induced  by  the  idea  I  entertained  of  being  able  to  explain  thcr 
flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea  by  the  fuppofed  motions  of  the  earth. 
Something  of  this  nature  was  expreSled  by  me,  at  tlie.  time  when  I 
was  honoured  at  Padua  with  the  attendance  of  prince  Guftavus  of 
Sweden,  who  from  liis  youth  had  travelled  incogxiito  in  Italy,  and 
fettled  for  many  months  in  that  city  witli  his  retinue.  I  had  ths 
good  fortune  to  gain  his  elteem  by  my  new  fpecuiations  and  curious 
-problems,  which  were  daily  propofed  and  folved  by  me  ;  at  that 
time  alfo  he  wiflied  ms  to  teach  Uim  the  Tufcan  language.  My 
ientiiTw^nts  on  the  motion  of  the  earth  Toon  after  became  publicly 
known  at  Rome,  from  a  tolerably  long  elY^y  addreilcd  to  cardinal 
.Orlini ;  X  then  began  to  be  openly  accufed  as  a  rafli  and  fcandalous 
.writer^  After  the  publication  of  xny  dialogue,  I  was  cited  to  Rome 
by  the  holy  oflice,  wliere  I  arrived  on  February  the  loth,  1632^ 
and  furrendered  myfr-lf  to  the  cle.mency  of  that  tribunal,  and  the 
fovereign  pontiff,  Urban  VIII.  u  ho,  uotwithitandlng  all,  deemed 
me  worthy  of  his  elteem,  though  I  was  not  Ikllled  in  writjiig  .epi- 
grams, or  amorous  fonnets.  I  was  confined  in  the  delicious  palace 
of  the  TrinUd  de^  Mo7iti,  the  refidence  of  the  Tufcan  amba'rador. 
V  *  The  day  after,  the  commiitary,  faiher  Lancio,  came  for  sne,  and 
look  me  with  him  in  a  carriage  :  on  the  road  he  put  many  queirion-; 
■^o  me,  and  feemed  very  zealous  that  I  fliould  repair  the  fcandal  which 
.1  had  caufed  through  Italy,  by  my  fentiments  on  the  motion  of  the- 
earth.  To  all  the  folid  and  niatht-maticalrealons  which  I  advanced  la 
fupport  of  my  opinion,  he  replied,  in  the  words  of  fcripture,  Terra 
^uUm  in  aiii-num  Jlablt^   ^u'ta  tma  autem  in  aternum  Jialit.    With 
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this  converfation  we  at  length  arrived  at  the  tribunal,  fituatcd  to  thv^ 
wtft  of  the  magnificent  church  of  St.  Peter.     I  was  inrimediately 
ccndiidled  by  the  commiflary  to  the  judge,  nionfignor  Vitrici,  with 
whom  I  found  two  Dominicans.    They  civilly  requeued  me  to  pro- 
duce my  reafons  in  full  congregation  for  my  opinion  ;  afluring  me  I 
iliouid  be  allowed  mnple  time  for  my  defence,  jf  I  fhould  be  found 
guilty.     The  Thurfday  following  I  was  prcfented  to  the  congrcga- 
tio.n ;  and  there  I  brourdit   forward  my  proofs.     Unfortunately  for 
me,  they  were  net  tniderftood  ;  and,  notwithftanding  all  my  efforts.. 
I  had  not  abilitv  enough   to  convince   n)y  judges.     The  paflage 
from  fcriprure  was  repeatedly  quoted  againft  me.    I  then  recollected 
a  fcriptural  argument  which  I  advanced,  but  failed  of  fuccefs.     I 
affcrtcd  that  the  expre{hon^  of  the  Bible  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  aftro- 
iiomica!  ftiences,   were  ufed  in  conformity  to  ancient  notions  and 
prejudices  ;  and  that  probably  the  paflage  adduced  againft  me  was 
of  a  (imilar  nature- with  one  in  Job,  xxxvii.  i-S.  where  it  is  faid  that 
the  heavens  were  i"i:rong,  and  like  a  poiiflied  mirror.     This  is  faid 
by  Ehhu  :  and  it  appears  that  he  fpoke  according  to  the  fyftern  of 
Ftoiomy,  wliich  has   been  demonftrated   to  be  abfurd  by  modern 
philofophy,  and  what  may  ftill  more  firmly  be  relied  on,   by  found 
reafon.      if  therefore  fo  much  ftrefs  be  laid  on   the  ftaymg  of  the 
fun  by  Jofhua,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  fun  moves,  equal  weight 
ought  to  be  given  to  another  paffage,  where  it   is  faid,  that  heaveVi 
is  compofed  of  various  heavens,  hke  fo  many  mirrors.     The  con- 
clufion  appeared  to  me  to  be  juft  ;  notwithftanding  this,  it  was  en- 
drelv  overlooked ;  and   the  onlv  anfwer  I  received  was  a  fliruo-  of 
th.e  Ihoulders,  the  conftant  refuge  of  thofe  who  hold  any  opinion 
through  prejudice,  or  the  force  of  authority.     Finally,  I  was  com- 
pelled, as  a  good  catholic,  to  "retract  my  opinion,  and  my  dialogue 
U'as  prohibited   under  heavy  penalties.     After   five  months  I  was 
difmiffed  from  Rome,  at  the  time  when  Florence  was  ravaged  by 
the   plague ;   and,  with  a  generous  compailion,    the   refidence  of" 
monfignor  Piccolomini,  the  dearefl  friend  I  had  in  Siena,  was  af- 
figned  to  me  as  my  prifon.     The  elegant  converfation  of  this  be- 
loved friend  I  enjoyed  witii  fo  much  tranquillity  and  £'tisfacfion  of 
mind,    that  I  foon  recommenced    my  ftudies  ;  difcovered  and  de- 
monftrated  great  part  of  my  mechanical  conclufioas  on  the  refift'-J 
nnce  of  folid  bodits,  with  fome  other  fpeculaticns.     At  the  end  of  I 
about  five  months,  the  peftilence   having  ceafed   in  my  country, 
about  the  beginning  of  December,   1633,  I  was  permitted  by  hisj 
holinefs  to  change  my  confinement  for  the  liberty  of  that  country 
which  I  fo  much  efteemed.     I  returned  then  to  the  village  of  Bel- 
iofguardo,  whence  I  went  to  Arcetri,  where  at  prefeut  I  breathe  that 
faiubrious  air  in   the  vicinity    of  my   beloved  country  Florence, 
Adieu.'     p.  5S. 

Such  an  amiable  man,  and  fuch  a  rational  philofophy,  were  ob- 
'}c&s  of  perfeculion  in  the  feventeenth  century  !   ■ 
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Mlfcellaneous  Works  of  Edward  Gibbon^  Efq.  with  Memoir i  of 
his  Life  and  ffVifm^Sy  compofed  by  Hinijelf :  illujlrated  from 
his  Letters^  with  occafional  Notes  and  Narrative,  by  John 
Lord  Sheffield.  2  Vols.  ^tg.  2/.  10^.  Boards.  Cadeil 
«;2(/Davies.     1796- 

THE  unworthy  pra£^ice  of  expofing  the  fweepings  of  the 
lludies  of  men  emhient  in  literature  has  been  To  often 
and  fo  feverely  reprobated,  that  we  imagined  it  would  never 
have  been  attempted  again,  but  by  thofe  whom  abfolute  want 
impelled  to  it.  In  that  defcription  lord  Sheffield  cannot  be 
clafTed  ;  either  a  degrading  avarice  to  profit  by  the  curiofity  o£ 
the  public,  or  a  puerile  vanity  to  behold  his  name  united  with 
that  of  the  author  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire, muft  have  influenced  him  to  this  ftep.  How  far  the  firfl 
paffion  may  be  an  inmate  of  his  lordfhip's  breaft,  it  is  not  for 
us  to  determine  ;  but  the  laft  ftands  openly  revealed  in  the 
publication  itfelf ;  and  there  are,  we  hope,  very  few  men  in 
this  country,  whofe  modefty  would  not  have  inllrutted  them 
to  have  expunged  thofe  ill-timed  panegyrics,  which  the  zeal  of 
friendlhip,  or  the  ufage  of  politenefs,  had  prompted  a  confi- 
dential correfpondent  to  lavifh  with  fo  profufe  a  hand.  Does 
lord  Sheffield  feel,  that,  as  an  author,  he  really  poflefled  the 
power  of  turning  the  tide  of  public  opinion,  or,  as  a  politician, 
that  his  talents  entitled  him  to  occupy  the  ftation  of  fecretary 
at  war  ? — Alas  !  thofe  pamphlets  which  he  compelled  us  fo  la- 
borioufly  to  wade  through,  have  been  long  fince  configned  to 
oblivion  •,  and  as  a  Britifti  fenator,  his  name  has  been  con- 
founded, by  the  leaders  of  both  parties,  in  the  long  Uft  of  in- 
fignificants  ;  would  he,  therefore,  wifla  us  rather  to  accufe  the 
blind  partiality  or  infincerity  of  his  departed  friend,  or  his  own 
Veaknefs  and  credulity  ?  And  how  has  he  repaid  the  praifes  of 
tnht  friend? — he  has  exhibited  his  genius  in  an  unfavourable 
and  mutilated  form  ;  and  has  hung  up  his  perfon  to  ridicule 
Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XVIII.  Nov,  I70.  S  ia 
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in  an  hideous  caricature.  Mr-  Gibbon  has  erected  to  himferf 
a  valt  and  Iplendid  monument  of  literary  glory,  the  import- 
ance of  which,  fuch  men  as  lord  Sheiheld  arc  unequal  to  ap- 
preciate ;  and  which  they  ought  to  approach  with  difBdence, 
and  bend  before  with  reverence. 

Of  the  works  which  have  been  fo  diligently  colle£led  to 
fwell  two  ponderous  quarto  volumes,  fome  have  before  met 
the  public  eye,  and  fome  had  better  have  been  concealed  for 
ever  from  it.  Of  the  former,  are  the  Eflai  fur  I'Etude  de  la 
Litterature,  and  Critical  Obfervations  on  the  Defign  of  the 
Sixth  Book  of  tlie  yEneid ;  of  the  latter  is  the  major  part  of 
the  letters ;  fome  of  thefe  are  extremely  frivolous,  and  others 
are  chiefly  complaining  of  pecuniary  embarraflrnents  ;  nor  can 
the  real  friends  of  Mr.  Gibbon  be  highly  gratified  in  having 
thofe  inferted,  which  defcribe  that  gentleman  as  ailing  in 
the  character  of  a  political  mercenary. 

Of  all  the  contents,  perhaps,  the  only  one  that  ought  to 
have  feen  the  light,  is  the  life  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  vv^hich  contains 
an  account  of  the  bdoks  that  he  read  :  and  this  it  is  that  we 
Ihall  chiefly  recommend  to  the  perufal  of  our  readers. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Gibbon  had  been  deeply  involved 
in  the  iniquity  of  the  fouth-fea  fcheme ;  and  his  guilt  was 
punifhed  by  a  forfeiture  of  near  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds: 
ten  thoufand  were  left  him,  on  which  his  induftry  ereded  a 
new  fortune,  fcarcely  inferior  to  the  former.  The  eafy  or 
opulent  circumftances  of  the  father  of  Mr.  Gibbon  enabled 
him  to  give  his  fon  a  liberal  education  ;  but  the  weaknefs  of 
his  conftitution  feemed  at  firft  to  militate  againft  his  defire  of 
dudy.  After  paffing  a  fhort  time  at  a  private  fchool  at  Kingf- 
ton,  and  at  the  public  one  of  Weilminfter,  he  was  committed 
to  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Francis,  the  tranfiator  of  Horace,  and 
thence  tranfplanted  to  Magdalen  College,  Oxford.. 

*  The  firft  tutor  into  whofe  hands  I  was  refigned  appears  to  have 
been  one  of  the  beft  of  the  tribe  i  Dr.  VValdegrave  was  a  learned  and 
pious  man,  of  a  mild  difpofition,  ftricV  morals,  and  abftemious 
life,  who  feldom  mingled  in  the  politics  or  the  jollity  of  the  col- 
lege. But  his  knowledge  of  the  world  was  confined  to  the  univcr- 
iity ;  his  learning  was  of  the  laft,  rather  than  of  the  prcfent  age ; 
his  temper  was  indole-:t ;  his  faculties,  which  v/ere  not  of  the  firfl: 
rate,  had  been  relaxed  by  the  climate,  and  he  was  fatisfied,  like- 
his  fellows,  with  the  flight  and  fuperncial  difcharge  of  an  important 
truft.  As  foon  as  ray  tutor  had  founded  the  infufficiency  of  his 
difciple  in  fchool-learning,  he  propofed  that  we  fliould  read  every 
morning  from  ten  to  eleven  the  comedies  of  Terence.  The  fum 
of  my  improvement  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  is  confined  to  three 
or  four  Latin  plays ;  and  even  the  fludy  of  an  eltgant  claffic,  wh'ch 
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might  have  been  iJhiftrated  by  a  comparifon  0^  ancient  and  modem 
theatres,  \Vas  reduced  to  a  dry  and  literal  interpretation  of  the  au- 
thor's text.-  During;  the  firft  weeks  I  conftantlv  attended  thefe  \s.{- 
fons  in  my  tutor's  room  ;  but  as  they  appeared  equally  devoid  of 
profit  and  pleaiure,  I  was  once  tempted  to  try  the  experiment  of  a 
formal  apology.  The  apology  was  accepted  with  a  fmile.  I  re- 
peated the  offence  with  lefe  ceremony ;  the  excufe  was  admitted 
vvith  the  fame  indulgence  :  the  flio;hteft  motive  of  lazinefs  or  indif- 
pofition,  the  moft  trifling  avocation  at  home  or  abroad,  was  allowed 
as  a  worthy  impediment ;  nor  did  my  tutor  appear  confcious  of  my 
abfence  or  ueglecl.  Had  the  hour  of  lecture  been  conflantly 
filled,  a  fingle  hour  Vv^as  a  fmal!  portion  of  my  academic'leifure. 
No  plan  of  ftudy  was  recommended  for  my  ufe ;  no  exercifes  were 
prefcribed  for  his  infpeftion ;  and,  at  the  moft  precious  feafon  of 
youth,  whole  days  and  weeks  were  fuffered  to  elapfe  without  la- 
bour or  amufement,  without  advice  or  account.  I  fhould  have 
liftened  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  of  my  tutor  ;  his  mild  behaviour 
had  gained  my  confidence.  I  preferred  his  fociety  to  that  of  the 
younger  ftndents  ;  and  in  our  evening  walks  to  the  top  of  Hed- 
dington-hill,  we  freely  converfed  on  a  variety  of  fubje6ts.  Since 
the  days  of  Focock  and  Hyde,  oriental  learning  has  always  beea 
the  pride  of  Oxford,  and  I  once  exprefled  an  inclination  to  ftudy 
Arabic.  His  prudence  difcouraged  this  childifli  fancy  ;  but  he 
iiegleifled  the  fair  occafion  of  direding  the  ardour  of  a  curious 
jnlnd.  During  my  abfence  in  the  fummer  vacation,  Dr.  Wslde- 
grave  accepted  a  college  living  at  Wafhington  in  SufTex,  and  on  my 
return  I  no  lono-er  found  him  at  Oxford.  From  that  time  I  have 
loft  fight  of  my  firft  tutor;  but  at  the  end  of  thirty  years  (1781) 
he  was  ftill  alive  ;  and  the  practice  of  exercife  and  temperance  had 
entitled  him  to  a  healthy  old  age.'     Vol.  i.   p.  39. 


*  After  the  departure  of  Dr.  Waldegrave,  I  was  transferred,  with 
his  other  pn-pils,  to  his  academical  heir,  whofe  literary  charaderdid 
not  command  the  refpeft  of  the  college.  Dr.  *  *  *  *  well 
remembered  that  he  had  a  falary  to  receive,  and  only  forgot  that  he 
had  a  duty  to  perform.  Inftead  of  guiding  the  ftudies,  and  watch- 
ing over  the  behaviour  of  his  difciple,  I  was  never  furaraoned  to 
attend  even  the  ceremony  of  a  Ie£tuie;  and,  excepting  one  volun- 
tarv  vifit  to  his  rooms,  during;  the  eioht  months  of  his  titular  office, 
the  tutor  and  pupil  lived  in  the  fame  college  as  ftrangers  to  each 
other.  The  want  of  experience,  of  advice,  and  of  occupation, 
foon  betrayed  me  into  fome  improprieties  of  conduft,  ill-chofen 
company,  late  hours,  and  inconfiderate  expcnce.  My  growing 
debts  might  be  fecret ;  but  my  frequent  abfence  was  viGl>le  and 
fcandalous ;  and  a  tour  to  Bath,  a  vifit  into  Buckinghamftiire,  and 
Jour  excurfions  to  London  in  the  fame  winter,  were  coftly  and  dan- 
gerous frolics.     They   wtre,  indeed,  without  a  meaning,  as  vvith- 
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out  an  excufe.  The  irkfomenefs  of  a  cloiftered  life  repeatedly 
tempted  nie  to  wander ;  but  iny  chief  pleafure  was  that  of  travel- 
ling ;  and  1  was  too  young  and  balliful  to  enjoy,  hke  a  manly  Ox- 
onian in  town,  the  pleafures  of  London.  In  all  thefe  excurfions  I 
eloped  from  Oxford  ;  I  returned  to  college  ;  in  a  {qw  days  leloped 
a<^ain,  as  if  I  had  been  an  independent  fh-anger  in  a  hired  lodging, 
without  once  hearing  the  voice  of  admonition,  without  once  feel- 
ing the  hand  of  control.  Yet  my  time  was  loft,  my  expences  were 
multiplied,  my  behaviour  abroad  was  unknown  ;  folly  as  well  as 
vice  fliould  have  awakened  the  attention  of  my  fuperiors,  and  my 
tender  years  would  have  juftified  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of 
reftraint  and  difcipline. 

'  It  might  at  leaft  be  expeded,  that  an  ecclefiaftical  fchool  (hould 
inculcate  the  orthodox  principles  of  religion.  But  our  venerable 
mother  had  contrived  to  unite  the  oppofite  extremes  of  bigotry  and 
inditference  :  an  heretic,  or  unbeliever,  was  a  monfter  in  her  eyes  ; 
but  file  was  always,  or  often,  or  fometimes,  remifs  in  the  fpiritual 
education  of  her  own  children.  According  to  the  ftatutes  of  tha 
univerfit}'^,  every  ftudent,  before  he  is  matriculated,  muft  fubfcribe 
his  aflent  to  the  thirty -nine  articles  of  the  church  of  England, 
which  are  figned  by  more  than  read,  and  read  by  more  than  beheve 
them.  My  inlufficient  age  excufed  me,  however,  from  the  imme- 
diate performance  of  this  legal  ceremony ;  and  the  vice-chancellor 
directed  me  to  return,  as  foon  as  I  fhould  have  accompliftied  my 
fifteenth  vear  ;  recommending  me,  in  the  mean  while,  to  the  in- 
flruftion  of  my  college.  My  college  forgot  to  inftrucl :  I  forgot 
to  return,  and  was  myfelf  forgotten  by  the  firft  magiftrate  of  the 
univerfity.  Without  a  fingle  lefture,  either  public  or  private,  ci- 
ther chriftian  or  proteftant,  without  any  academical  fubfcription, 
without  anv  epifcopal  confirmation,  I  was  left  by  the  dim  light  of 
my  catechifm  to  grope  my  way  to  the  chapel  and  communion-ta- 
ble, where  I  w^s  admitted,  without  a  queftion,  how  far,  or  by 
what  means,  I  might  be  qualified  to  receive  the  facrament.  Such 
almoft  incredible  negleft  was  productive  of  the  worft  mifchlefs. 
From  my  childhood  I  had  been  fond  of  religious  dlfputation  :  my 
poor  aunt  has  been  often  puzzled  by  the  mylleries  which  flie  ftrove 
to  believe ;  nor  had  the  elaftic  fpring  been  totally  broken  by  the 
weight  of  the  atmofphere  of  Oxford.  The  blind  aftivity  of  idle- 
nefs  urced  me  to  advance  without  armour  into  the  dangerous  mazes 
of  controverfy  ;  and  at  the  age  of  fixteen,  I  bewildered  myfelf  in 
the  errors  of  the  church  of  Rome.'     Vol.  i,  p.  42. 


'  For  my  own  part,  I  am  proud  of  an  honeft  facrlfice  of  intercft 
to  ccnfcience.  I  can  never  blulli,  if  my  tender  mind  was  entan- 
gled in  the  fophiftry  that  feduced  the  acute  and  manly  underflandings 
of  Chillingworth  and  Bayle,  who  afterwards  emerged  from  fuper- 
ftitioij  to  fcepticifm.'     Vol.  i.   p.  47. 


G'ihhon*s  M'lfcellaneous  PVorhs.  245 

We  will  not  walte  time  in  commenting  on  the  frivolity  of 
this  apology 

From  Oxford  Mr.  Gibbon  was  fent  to  Laufanne,  where  he 
foon  after  abjured  the  religious  errors  he  had  fallen  into,  and 
reconciled  himfelf  to  the  protellant  church.  During  his  refi- 
dence  in  Switzerland,  he  firft  felt  the  influence  of  the  mote 
tender  paflions. 

*  I  hefitate,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  ridicule,  when  I  approach 
the  delicate  fubjeft  of  my  early  love.  By  this  word  I  do  not 
mean  the  polite  attention,  the  gallantry,  without  hope  or  defign, 
which  has  originated  in  the  fpirit  of  chivalry,  and  is  interwoven 
with  the  texture  of  French  manners.  I  underftand  by  this  paffion 
the  union  of  defire,  friendfliip,  and  tendernefs,  which  is  iiiliamed 
by  a  fingle  female,  which  prefers  her  to  the  reft  of  her  fex,  and 
which  feeks  her  poffellion  as  the  fiipreme  or  the  fo'r^  happinefs  of 
our  being.  I  need  not  blufli  at  recolleding  the  objed  of  my 
choice  ;  and  though  my  love  was  difappointed  of  fiiccefs,  I  am 
rather  proud  that  I  was  once  capable  of  feeling  fuch  a  pure  and  ex- 
alted fentiment.  The  perfonal  attractions  of  Mademoifelle  Snfan 
Curchod  were  embellifhed  by  the  virtues  and  talents  of  the  mind. 
Her  fortune  was  humble,  but  her  family  was  refpeftable.  Her 
mother,  a  native  of  France,  had  preferred  her  religion  to  her  coun- 
try. The  profeffion  of  her  father  did  not  extinguilh  the  moderation 
and  philofophy  of  his  temper,  and  he  lived  content  with  a  fmall 
falary  and  laborious  duty,  in  the  obfcure  lot  of  minifter  of  Ciafly, 
in  the  mountains  that  feparate  the  Pays  de  Vaud  from  the  countv 
of  Burgundy.  In  the  folitude  of  a  fequellered  village  he  beftowed 
a  liberal,  and  even  learned,  education  on  his  only  daughter.  She 
furpafled  his  hopes  by  her  proficiency  in  the  fciences  and  lano-uao-es  ; 
and  in  her  fliort  vifits  to  fome  relations  at  Laufanne,  the  wit,  the 
beauty,  and  erudition  of  Mademoifelle  Curchod  were  the  theme  of 
univerfal  applaufe.  The  report  of  fuch  a  prodigy  awakened  my 
curiofity  ;  I  faw  and  loved,  I  found  her  learned  without  pedan- 
try, lively  in  converfition,  pure  in  fentiment,  and  elegant  in  man- 
ners ;  and  the  firft  fudden  emotion  was  fortified  by  the  habits  and 
knowledge  of  a  more  familiar  acquaintance.  She  permitted  me  to 
make  her  two  or  three  vifits  at  her  father's  houfe.  I  pafled  fome 
happy  days  there,  in  the  mountains  of  Burgundy,  and  her  parents 
honourably  encouraged  the  connexion.  In  a  calm  retirement  the 
gay  vanity  of  youth  no  longer  fluttered  in  her  bofom  ;  {lie  liftened 
to  the  voice  of  truth  and  paffion,  and  I  might  prefume  to  hope  that 
I  had  made  fome  imprefiion  on  a  virtuous  heart.  At  Craffy  and 
Laufanne  I  indulged  my  dream  of  felicity  :  but  on  my  return  to 
England,  I  foon  difcovered  that  my  father  would  not  hear  of  this 
Itrange  alliance,  and  that  without  his  confent  I  was  myfelf  deftitute 
and  iieiplefs.     After  a  painful  ftruggie  I  yielded  to  mv  fate  :  I  figh- 
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ed  as  a  lover,  I  obeyed  as  a  fon  ;  my  wound  was  infenfibly  healed 
by  time,  abfence,  and  the  habits  of  a  new  life.  My  cure  was  acr 
celerated  by  a  faithful  report  of  the  tranquillity  and  cheerfulnefs  of 
the  lady  herfelf,  and  my  love  fubfidcd  in  friendfliip  and  efteem. 
The  minifter  of  Craily  foon  afterwards  died ;  his  llipend  died  with 
him  :  his  daughter  retired  to  Geneva,  where,  by  teaching  young 
ladies,  flie  earned  a  hard  fubfiflence  for  herfelf  and  her  mother;  but 
in  her  lowed  diitrcfs  jQie  maintained  a  fpotlefs  reputation,  and  a 
dignified  behaviour.  A  rich  banker  of  Paiis,  a  citizen  of  Geneva, 
had  the  good  fortune  and  good  fenfe  to  difcover  and  pofiefs  this  in- 
eliiniable  treafure  :  and  in  the  capital  of  tafte  and  luxury  flie  rciifted 
the  temptations  of  wealth,  as  iht  liad  fudained  the  hardfhips  of 
indigeiice.  The  genius  of  her  hulbaiid  had  exalted  him  to  the  moft 
confpicuous  ftation  in  Europe.  In  every  change  of  profperity  and 
diferace  he  has  reclined  on  the  bofom  of  a  faithful  friend ;  and 
Mademoifelle  Curchod  is  now  the  wife  ofM.  Necker,  the  minifter, 
and  perhaps  the  leyifiator,  of  the  French  monarchy.'  Vol.  i.   p.  73. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Gibbon  to  England,  he  puhliflied  his 
firft  work,  Efiai  fur  I'Etude  dc  la  Littei'ature  ;  and  foon  after  he 
entered  into  the  Hampfhire  nriliitla,  in  which  he  rofe  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  ;  but  the  duties  of  a  military  life 
could  not  have  been  congenial  to  his  taile,  and  he  appears  to 
have  efcaped  from  tliern  with  pleafure. 

*  The  defign  of  my  firft  work,  the  Ediiy  on  the  Study  of  Litera- 
ture, was   fuggefted  by  a  refinem.ent  of  vanity,  the  defire  of  jufti- 
fying  and  praifing  the  objeft  of  a  favourite  purfuit.     In  France,  to 
which  my  ideas  were  confined,  the  learning  and  language  of  (ireece 
and  Rome  were  neglefted  by  a  philofophic  age.     The  guardian  of 
thofe  ftudies,  the  Academy   of  Infcriptions,  was  degraded   to  the 
loweft  rank  among  the  three  royal  focieties  of  Paris  :  the  new  ap- 
pellation of  Erudits  was  contemptuoufly  applied  to  the  fuccefibrs  of 
Lipfius    and    Cafaubon ;  and   I    was   provoked    to   hear  (fee  M. 
d'Alembert  Difcours  preliminaire  a  I'Encyclopedie)  that  the  exercife 
of  the  memory,  their  fole  merit,  had  been  fuperfeded  by  the  nobler 
faculties  of  the  imagination  and  the  judgment.      I  was  ambitious  of 
proving  by  my  own  example,  as  well  as  by  my  precepts,  that  all  the 
faculties  of  the  mind  may  be  exercifed  and  difplayed  by  the  ftudy  ,, 
of  ancient  literature :  I  began  to  felcft  and  adorn  the  various  proofs 
and  illtiftrations  wliich  had  offered  themfelves  in  reading  the  claf- 
fics,  and  the  firlf  pages   or  chapters  of  my  eflay  werexompofed 
before  my  departure   from  Laufanne.     The  hurry  of  the  journey, 
and  of  the  firff  weeks  of  my  Englifli  life,  fufpended  all  thoughts  of  ' 
ferious  application  :  but  my  objed  was  ever  before  ray  eves ;  and 
no  more  than  ten  days,  from  the  fiifl:  to  the  eleventh  of  July,  were 
fdiFered  to  elapfe  after  my  fummer  eftablifliment  at  Buriton.     My 
efTay  was  finiflied  in  about  fix  weeks ;  and  as  foon  as  a  fair  copv 

had 
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had  been  tranfcrlbed  by  one  of  the  French  prifoners  at  Petersfield, 
I  looked  round  for  a  critic  and  judge  of  my  firft  performance.  A 
writer  can  feldom  be  content  wi'h  the  doubtful  recompence  of  fo- 
litary  approbation  ;  but  a  youth  ignorant  of  the  world,  and  oi  him- 
ftlf,  muft  defire  to  weigh  his  talents  in  fome  fcales  lefs  partial  than 
his  own  :  my  condu<?l  was  natural,  my  motive  laudable,  my  choice 
of  Dr.  Maty  judicious  and  fortunate.  By  defcent  and  education 
Dr.  Matv,  though  born  in  Holland,  might  be  confidered  as  a 
Frenchman  •,  but  he  was  fixed  in  London  by  the  practice  of  phyfic, 
and  an  office  in  the  Britifli  Mufeum.  His  reputation  was  juflly 
founded  on  the  eighteen  volumes  of  the  Journr.l  Britannique,  which 
he  had  fupported,  almoft  alone,  v/ith  perleverance  and  fuccefy. 
This  humble  though  ufeful  labour,  which  had  once  been  dionified 
by  the  genius  of  Bayle  and  the  learning  o^  Le  Clerc,  was  not  dif- 
graccd  by  the  tafre,  the  knowledge,  and  the  judgment  of  Maty; 
he  exhibits  a  candid  and  pleafing  view  of  the  flate  of  literature  in 
England  during  a  period  of  fix  years  (January  1750 — December 
175c) ;  and,  far  different  from  his  angry  fon,  he  handles  the  rod  of 
criticifm  with  the  tendernefs  and  reluflance  of  a  parent.  The  au- 
thor of  the  Journal  Britannique  fometimes  afpires  to  the  characH^er 
of  a  poet  and  philofopher  ;  his  ftyle  is  pure  and  elegant;  and  in  his 
virtues,  or  even  in  Iris  defe6ls,  he  may  be  ranked  as  one  of  the  laft 
difciplgs  of  the  fchool  of  Fontenelle.  His  anfwer  to  my  firft  letter 
was  pronspt  and  polite  :  after  a  careful  examination  he  returned  my 
manufcript,  with  fjme  animadverfion  and  much  applaufe ;  and 
when  I  vifited  London  in  the  eniuing  winter,  we  difcufled  the  de- 
fign  and  execution  in  feveral  free  and  familiar  converfations.  In  a 
Hiort  excurfion  to  Buriton  I  reviewed  mv  effiiv.  according  to  his 
friendly  advice  ;  and  after  fvippreffing  a  third,  addino  a  third,  and 
altering  a  third,.  I  confummatedmy  firft  labour  by  a  fliort  preface, 
which  is  dated  February  3d,  1759.  Yet  I  ftill  ilirunk  from  the- 
prefs  v.'ith  the  terrors  of  virgin  modefty  :  the  manufcript  was  fafelv 
depofited  in  my  deflc  ;  and  as  my  attention  was  engaged  by  new 
objefts,  the  delay  might  have  been  prolonged  till  I  had  fulfilled  the 
precept  of  Horace,  "  nonumque  prematur  in  annum."  Father 
Sirmond,  a  learned  Jefuit,  was  ftill  more  rigid,  fince  he  advifed  a 
young  friend  to  expeft  the  mature  age  of  fifty,  before  he  gave  hitn- 
felf  or  his  writings  to  the  public  (Olivet  Hiftoire  de  1' Academic 
Fran9oife,  tom.  ii.  p.  143).  The  counfei  was  fingular  ;  but  it  is 
ftill  more  fingular  that  it  (liould  have  been  approved  by  the  example 
of  the  author.  Sirmond  was  himfelf  fifty-five  years  of  age  when 
he  publlfiied  (in  1614)  his  firft  work,  an  edition  of  Sidonius  Apol- 
Un;:.ris,  with  many  va!ual>!e  annotations:  (fee  his  life,  before  the 
great  edition  of  liis  works  in  five  volumes  folio,  Paris,  16.^6,  e 
Typographic  Regia.) 

'  Two   years  elapfed   in   filence  :   but  in  the  fpring  of  1761  I 
yielded  to  the  authority  of  a  parent,  and  complied,  like  a  pioUs 

S  4  fon, 
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fon,  with  the  wi(li  of  my  own  heart.  My  private  refolves  wertf 
influenced  by  tlie  ftate  of  Europe.  About  this  time  the  beUigerent 
powers  had  made  and  accepted  overtures  of  peace ;  our  Englilh 
plenipotentiaries  were  named  to  affift  at  the  congrefs  of  Augfbourg, 
which  never  met;  I  wiflied  to  attend  them  as  a  gentleman  or  a  fe- 
cretary  ;  and  my  father  fondly  believed  that  the  proof  of  fome  li- 
terary talents  might  introduce  me  to  public  notice,  and  fecond  the 
recommendations  of  my  friends.  After  a  laft  revifal  I  confulted 
with  Mr.  IMailet  and  Dr.  Maty,  who  approved  the  dcfign  and  pro- 
moted the  execution.  Mr.  Mallet,  after  hearing  me  read  my  ma- 
nufcript,  received  it  from  my  hands,  and  delivered  it  into  thofe  of 
Becket,  with  whom  he  made  an  agreement  in  my  name ;  an  eafy 
agreement :  I  required  only  a  certain  number  of  copies  ;  and, 
without  transferring  my  property,  I  devolved  on  the  bookfeller  the 
charges  and  profits  of  the  edition.  Dr.  Maty  undertook,  in  my 
abfence,  to  correal  the  flieets  ;  he  inferted,  without  my  knowledge, 
an  elegant  and  flattering  epiflie  to  the  author ;  which  is  coinpofed, 
however,  with  fo  much  art,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  his  favoura- 
ble report  might  have  been  afcribed  to  the  indulgence  of  a  friend 
for  the  rafli  attempt  of  a  young  Englifli  gentleman.  The  work 
was  printed  and  publiflied,  under  t!ie  title  of  EfTai  fur  I'Etude  de  la 
Litterature,  a  Londres,  chez  T.  Becket  et  P.  h..  de  Hondt,  1761, 
in  a  fmall  volume  in  duodecimo  :  my  dedication  to  triy  father,  a 
proper  and  pious  addrefs,  was  compofed  the  twenty-eighth  of  May  : 
Dr.  Maty'o  letter  is  dated  the  i6th  oi  June  ;  and  I  received  thefirft 
copy  (June  s^d)  at  Alresford,  two  days  before  I  marched  with  the 
Hampihire  militia.  Some  weeks  afterwards,  on  the  fame  ground, 
I  prefented  my  book  to  the  late  duke  o{  York,  who  breakfafted  in 
colonel  Pitt's  tent.  By  my  father's  direftion,  and  Mallet's  advice, 
many  literary  gifts  were  diftributed  to  feveral  eminent  chara6lers  in 
England  and  France  ;  two  books  were  fent  to  the  count  de  Caylus, 
and  the  duchefTe  d'Aiguillun,  at  Paris  :  I  had  referved  twenty  copies 
for  my  friends  at  Laufanne,  as  the  ftrft  fruits  of  my  education,  and 
a  grateful  token  of  my  remembrance  :  and  on  all  thefe  perfons  I 
levied  an  unavoidable  ta.x  of  civility  and  compliment.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  a  work,  of  which  the  ftyle  and  fentiments  were  fo  to- 
tally foreign,  fliould  have  been  more  fuccefsful  abroad  than  at 
home.  I  v/as  delighted  by  the  copious  extracts,  the  warm  com- 
mendations, and  the  flattering  prediftions  of  the  journals  of  France 
and  Holland  :  and  the  next  year  (1762)  a  wi^w  edition  (I  beheve  at 
Geneva)  extended  the  fame,  or  at  lead  the  circulation,  of  the  work. 
In  England  it  was  received  with  cold  indifference,  little  read,  and 
fpeedily  forgotten  :  a  fmall  ii-nprefiion  was  flovvly  difperfed  ;  the 
bookfeller  murmured,  and  the  author  (had  his  feelings  been  more 
cxquifite)  might  have  wept  over  the  blunders  and  baldnefs  of  the 
Engliili  tranflation.  The  publication  of  my  Hiftory  fifteen  years 
afterwards  rcvi\  ed  the  memory  of  mv  firll  performance,  and  the 
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Eflay  was  eagerly  fought  in  the  fliops.  But  I  refufed  the  perniiffion 
which  Becket  folicited  of  reprinting  it :  th6  public  curiofity  was 
imperfeftly  fatisfied  by  a  pirated  copy  of  the  bookfellers  of  Dublin; 
and  when  a  copy  of  the  original  edition  has  been  difcovered  in  a 
fale,  rhe  primitive  value  of  half-a-crown  has  rifcn  to  the  fanciful 
price  of  a  guinea  or  thirty  iliillings.'     Vol.  i.   p.  86. 

The  next  literary  attempt  of  Mr.  Gibbon  was  not  equally 
fuccefsful :  it  was  a  hiftory  of  the  revolution  of  Switzerland — 

'  According  to  the  plan,  which  was  foon  conceived  and  digell- 
ed,  I  embraced  a  period  of  two  hundred  years,  from  the  airodation 
of  the  three  peafants  of  the  Alps  to  the  plenitude  and  profperity  of 
the  Helvetic  body  in  the  fixtetnth  century.  I  fhould  have  defcrib- 
ed  the  deliverance  and  viftory  of  the  Swifs,  who  have  never  flied 
the  blood  of  their  tyrants  but  in  a  field  of  battle ;  the  laws  and 
manners  of  the  confederate  ftates ;  the  fplendid  trophies  of  the 
Auftrian,  Burgundian,  and  Italian  wars ;  and  the  wifdom  of  a  na- 
tion, who,  after  fome  fallies  of  martial  adventure,  has  been  content 
to  guard  the  bleffings  of  peace  with  the  fword  of  freedom. 

-- — >  Manus  hfEC  inimica  tyrannis 

Enfe  petit  placidam  fub  libertate  quietem. 

My  judgment,  as  well  as  my  cnthufiafm,  was  fatisfied  with  the 
glorious  the.me  ;  and  the  affiftance  of  Deyverdun  feemed  to  remove 
an  infuperable  obftacle.  The  French  or  Latin  memorials,  of  which 
I  was  not  ignorant,  are  inconfiderable  in  number  and  weight  ;  but 
in  the  perfect  acquaintance  oi  my  friend  with  the  German  language, 
I  found  the  key  of  a  more  valuable  colleftion.  The  mod  necef- 
fary  books  were  procured  ;  he  tranflated,  for  my  ufe,  the  folio  vo- 
lume of  Schilling,  a  copious  and  contemporary  relation  of  the  war 
of  Burgundy  ;  we  read  and  marked  the  moft  interelting  parts  of  the 
great  chronicle  of  Tfchudi ;  and  by  his  labour,  or  that  of  an.  infe- 
rior aUiftant,  large  extracts  were  made  from  the  Hiflorv  of  LaufFer 
and  the  Dictionary  of  Lew  :  yet  fuch  was  the  dillance  and  delay, 
that  two  years  elapfed  in  thefe  preparatory  fteps  ;  and  it  was  late  in 
the  third  fummer  (1767)  before  I  entered,  with  thefe  (lender  mate- 
rials, on  the  more  agreeable  talk  of  compofition.  A  fpecimen  of 
my  hiftory,  the  firft  book,  was  read  the  following  winter  in  a  lite- 
rary fociety  of  foreigners  in  London  ;  and  as  the  author  was  un- 
known, I  liftened,  without  obfervation,  to  the  free  ftridures,  and 
unfavourable  fentence,  of  my  judges.  The  momentary  fenfation 
w;is  painful;  but  their  condemnation  was  ratified  by  my  cooler 
thoughts.  I  delivered  my  imperfeft  flieets  to  the  flames,  and  for 
ever  renounced  a  defign  in  which  fome  expence,  much  labour,  and 
more  time,  had  been  fo  vainly  confumed.  I  cannot  regret  the  lofs 
of  a  flight  and  fuperficial  eflliy  ;  for  fuch  the  work  muft  have  been 
in  the  hands  of  a  ftranger,  uninformed  by  the  fcholars  and  ftatef- 
7  ,  men, 
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men,  and  remote  from  the  libraries  and  archives  of  the  Swifs  rc- 
pubHcs.  My  nixtierft  habits,  and  the  prefence  of  Deyverdun,  en- 
tournjed  me  to  write  in  French  for  the  continent  of  Europe:  but 
I  was  confcious  myfelf  that  my  ftyle,  above  profe  and  below  poe- 
try, degenerated  into  a  verbofe  and  turgid  declamation.  Perhaps  I 
may  impute  the  failure  to  the  injudicious  choice  of  a  foreign  lan- 
guage. Perhaps  I  may  fuffx^ft  that  the  language  itfeif  is  ill  adapted 
J;o  fuftain  the  vigour  and  dignity  of  an  important  narrative.  But 
if  France,  io  rich  in  literary  merit,  had  produced  a  great  Original 
hiftorian,  iiis  {genius  would  have  formed  and  fixed  the  idiom  to  the 
proper  tone,  the  peculiar  mode  of  hiftorical  eloquence.'  Vol.  i.  p.  1 32. 

But  the  mortification  of  this  was  foon  forgotten,  in  the 
fuccefs  with  which  he  encountered  the  giant  chara6ler  of 
Warburton — 

*  My  next  publication  was  an  accidental  fally  of  love  and  refent- 
ment ;  of  my  reverence  for  modefr  genius,  and  my  averfion  for 
infolent  pedantry.  The  fixth  book  of  the  ^neid  is  the  mofl  pleaf- 
ing  and  perfect  compofition  of  LStin  poetry.  The  defcent  of 
./Eneas  and  the  Sybil  to  the  infernal  regions,  to  the  world  of  f[)irits, 
expands  an  awful  and  boundlefs  profpect,  horn  the  nocturnal  gloom 
of  the  Cumsean  grot, 

Ibant  obfcuri  fola  fub  no£te  per  umbram, 

to  the  meridian  brightnefs  of  the  Elyfian  fields ; 

Largior  hie  campos  asther  et  lumine  veflit 
Purpureo 

from  the  dreams  of  fimple  nature,  to  the  dreams,  alas  !  of  Egvp. 
tian  theology,  and  the  philofophy  of  the  Greeks.  But  the  final  dif- 
niiliioa  of  the  hero  through  the  ivory  gate,  whence 

Falfa  ad  ccelum  mittunt  infomnia  manes, 

feems  to  dilTblve  the  whole  enchantment,  and  leaves  the  reader  in  a 
Hate  of  cold  and  anxious  fcepticifm.  This  moft  lame  and  impotent 
conclufion  has  been  varioufly  imputed  to  the  tafte  or  irreligion  of 
Virgil ;  but,  according  to  the  more  elaborate  interpretation  of  bifhop  . 
Warburton,  the  defcent  to  hell  is  not  a  f^ilfe,  but  a  mimic  fcene  ; 
which  reprefents  the  initiation  of  i?i,neas,  in  the  chara(^er  of  a  law- 
giver, to  the  Eleufinian  niyfleries.  This  hypothefis,  a  fingular 
chapter  in  the  Divine  Legation  of  Mofes,  had  been  admitted  by 
ma.ny  as  true  ;  it  was  praifed  by  all  as  ingenious  ;  nor  had  it  been 
expofed,  in  a  fpace  of  thirty  years,  to  a  fair  and  critical  dil'cuffion. 
The  iearninsi  and  the  abilities  of  the  author  had  raifed  him  to  a  iuft 
eminence:  but  he  reigned  the  diftator  and  tyrant  of  the  world  of 
literature.  The  real  merit  of  YVarbuiton  was  degraded  by  the  pride 
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and  prefumption  with  which  he  pronounced  his  infallible  decrees; 
in  his  polemic  writijigs  he  laflied  his  antagonifrs  without  mercy  or 
moderation  ;    and  his  fervile  flatterers,  (fee  the  bale  and  mnlignant 
ElTav  on  the  Delicacy  of  Frlendlhip.)  exalting  the  mafter  critic  far 
above  Ariftotle  and  Longinus,  alTaulted  every  modeft  diflenter  who 
refufed  to  confult  the  oracle,  and  to  adore  the  idol.     In  a  land  of 
liberty,  ftich  defpotifm  muft  provoke  a  general  oppofirion,  and  the 
zeal  of  oppofition  is  feldom  candid  or  impartial.      A  late  profelTbr 
of  Oxford  (Dr,  Lowth,)  in  a  p/ointed  and  poliflied  epiflle,   (Aiiguft 
31ft,   1765,)  defended  liimfe'f,  and  attacked  the  bifliop  ;  and,  what- 
foever  might  be  tlie  merits  of  an  infignificant  controverfy,  his  vic- 
tory was  clearly   eftabiifiied  by  the  filent  confuiion  of  VVarburtoa 
and  his  flaves.     I  too,  without  any  private  offence,  was  ambitions 
of  breaking  a  lance  againft  the  giant's  fliield  ;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1770,  my  Critical  Obfervations  on  the  Sixth  Book  of 
the  ^neid  were  fent,   without  my  name,  to  the  prefs.  In  this  fliort 
eflay,  my  firft  Eughfli  publication,  I  aimed  my  ilrokes  againft  the 
perfon   and  the  hypothefis  of  bifliop  Warburton.      I  proved,  at 
leaft  to  my  own  fatisfaftion,  that  the  antient  lawgivers  did  not  in- 
vent the  myfteries,  and  that  ^neas  was  never  invefied  with  the  of- 
fice of  lawgiver  :  that  there  is  not  any  argument,  any  circumftance, 
which  can  melt  a  fable  into  allegory,  or  remove  the  fcene  from  the 
Lake  Avernus  to  the  temple  of  Ceres :  that  fuch  a  wild  fuppofitiou 
33  equally  injurious  to  the  poet  and  the  man  ;  that  if  Virgil  was  not 
initiated  he  could  not,  if  he  were  he  would  not,  reveal  the  fecrets  of 
the  initiation  :  that  the  anathema  of  Horace  (vetabo  qui  Cereris  fa- 
crum  vulgarit,  &c.)  at  once  attefts  his  own  ignorance  and  the  in- 
nocence of  his  friend.     As  the  bifliop  of  Gloucefter  and  his  party 
maintained  a  difcreet  fllence,  my  critical  difquifition  was  foon  loft 
among  the  pamphlets   of  the   day  ;  but  the   public   coldnefs  was 
overbalanced  to  nu  feehngs  by  the  weighty  approbation  of  the  laft 
and  beft  editor  of  Virgil,  profefi"or  Heyne   of  Gottingen,  who  ac- 
quiefces  in  my  confutation,  and  ftyles  the  unknown  author,  dodtus 
-  -  -  et  elegantiflimus  Britaiinus.   But  I  cannot  refift  the  temptation 
of  tranfcribing  the  favourable  judgment  of  Mr.  Hayley,  himfeif  a 
poet  and  a  fcholar :  "  An  intricate  hypothefis,  twilled  into  a  long 
and  laboured  chain  of  quotation  and  argument,  the  DilTertation  on 

the  Sixth   Book  of  Virgil,  remained  fome  time  unrefuted. 

At  length,  a  fuperior,  but  anonymous,  critic  arofe,  who,  in  one 
of  the  moft  judicious  and  fpjrited  eflays  that  our  nation  has  pro- 
duced, on  a  point  of  claflical  literature,  com.pletely  overturned  this 
ill-founded  edifice,  and  expofed  the  arrogance  and  futihty  of  its  af- 
fuming  architeft."  He  even  condefcends  to  juftify  an  acrimony  of 
llvle,  which  had  been  gently  blamed  by  the  more  unbiafled  Ger- 
man, "  Paullo  acrius  quam  veils perftrinxit."     Bur  I  «:annot 

forgive  myfelf  the  contemptuous  treatment  of  a  man  who,  with  all 
his  faults,  was  entitled  to  my  efteem  \  and  I  can  lefs  forgive,  in  a 
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perfonal  attack,  the  cowardly  concealment  of  my  name  and  cba- 
rader.'     Vol.  i.   p.  136. 

It  was  foon  after  having  tried  his  ftrength  in  thefe  excur- 
flons,  that  Mr.  Gibbon  commenced  the  work  which  hasjuftly 
given  fuch  celebrity  to  his  name,  in  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire.  The  idea,  he  fays,  firfl  prefented  itfelf 
to  his  mind,  as  he  fat  mufing  amidft  the  ruins  of  the  Capitol 
iiv  the  year  1764  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1772,  that  his 
retreat  from  the  militia,  and  the  arrangement  of  his  pecuniary 
concerns,  which,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  had  proved  much 
embarrafled,  enabled  him  to  carry  his  defign  into  execution. 

*  No  fooner  was  I  fettled  in  my  houfe  and   library,  than  I  un- 
dertook the  compofition  of  the  nrft  volume  of  my  hiftory.     At  the 
outfet  all  was  dark  and  doubtful ;  even  the  tide  of  the  work,  the 
true  aera  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  empire,  the  limits  of  the 
introduction,  the  divi'ion  of  the   chapters,  and  the  order  of  the 
narrative  ;  and  1  was  often  tempted  to  caft  away  the  labour  of  {tvtn 
years.     The  ftyle  of  an  author  fhould  be  the  image  of  his  mind, 
but  the  choice  and  command  of  language  is  the  fruit  of  exercife. 
!Many  experiments  were  made  bt-fore  I  could  hit  the  middle  tone 
between  a  dull  chronicle  and  a  rhetorical  declamation  :   tlirce  times 
did  I  compofe  the  firft  chapter,  and  twice  the  fecond  and  third,  be- 
fore I  was  tolerably  fatisfied  with  their  efferl'.     In  the  remainder  of 
the  way  I  advanced  v.'ith  a  more  equal  aixl  eafy  pace  ;  but  the  fif- 
teenth and  fixteenth  chapters  have  been  reduced  by  three  fucceffive 
rcvifals,  from  a  large  volume  to  their  prefcnt  fize ;  and  they  might 
ftill  be  comorefTed,  without  any  lofs  of  fafts  or  fentiments.     An 
oppofite  fault  may  be  imputed  xo  the  concife  and  fuperficial  narra- 
tive of  the  firft  reigns  from  Commodus  to  Alexander ;  a  fault  of 
which  I  have  never  heard,  except  from  Mr.  Hume  in  his  laft  jour- 
ney to  London,      Such  an  oracle  might  have   been  confuited  and 
obeved  with  rational  devotion  ;  but  1  was  foon  dii'gufled  with  the 
modefl  pracStice  of  reading  the  manufcript  to  my  friends.     Of  fuch 
friends  fome  will  praife  from  politenefs,  and  fome  will  criticife  from 
vanity.     The  author  hi.nfelf  is  the  bell  judge  of  his  own  perform- 
auce;  no  one  has  fo  deeply  meditated  on  the  fubjeft  ;  no  one  is  fo 
fincerely  interefted  in  the  event. 

'  By  the  friendHiip  of  Mr.  (now  lord)  Eliot,  who  bad  married 
my  firft  coufin,  I  was  returned  at  the  general  eleftion  for  the  bo- 
rouoh  of  Lefkeard.  I  took  my  feat  at  the  bes-innino;  of  the  me- 
morable  conteft  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  fupported, 
■with  many  a  fincere  and  filent  vote,  the  rights,  though  not,  per- 
haps, the  intereit,  of  the  mother  country.  After  a  fleeting  iUufive 
hope,  prudence  condemned  me  to  acquiefce  in  the  humble  ftatiou 
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of  a  B-!Ut<>.     I  was  not  armed  by  nature  and  education  with  the  ia- 
irepid  energy  of  mind  and  voice, 

Vincentem  flrepitus,  et  natum  rebus  agendis. 

Timidity  was  fortified  by  pride,  and  even  the  fuccefs  of  my  pen 
difcouraged  the  trial  of  my  voice.  But  I  aflifted  at  the  debates  of 
a  free  afiembly  ;  I  liflened  to  the  attack  and  defence  of  eloquence 
and  reafon  ;  I  had  a  near  profpe<^  of  the  charafters,  views,  and 
paiTions  of  the  firll  men  of  the  age.  The  caiife  of  government 
Avas  ably  vindicated  by  lord  North,  a  ftatefman  of  fpotlefs  integri- 
ty, a  confummate  mafter  of  debate,  who  could  wield,  with  equal 
dexterity,  the  arms  of  reafon  and  of  ridicule.  He  was  feated  on 
the  treafury-bench  between  his  attorney  and  folicitor  general,  the 
two  pillars  of  the  law  and  ftate,  ?nagis  pares  quam  fimiles  ;  and 
the  minifter  might  indulge  in  a  fiiort  flumber,  whilft  he  was  upholden 
on  either  hand  by  the  majeftic  fenfe  of  Thurlow,  and  the  (kilfui 
doquence  of  Wedderburne.  From  the  adverfe  fide  of  the  houfe 
an  ardent  and  powerful  oppofition  was  fupported,  by  the  lively  de- 
clamation of  Barre,  the  legal  acutenefs  of  Dunning,  the  prof ufe 
and  philofophic  fancy  of  Burke,  and  the  argumentative  vehemence 
of  Fox,  who  in  the  condu6l  of  a  party  approved  himfelf  equal  to 
the  conduct  of  an  empire.  By  fuch  men  every  operation  of  peace 
and  war,  every  principle  of  juftice  or  policy,  every  queflion  of 
authority  and  freedom,  was  attacked  and  defended  ;  and  the  fubje(5l 
of  the  momentous  contefl:  was  the  union  or  feparation  of  Great 
Britain  and  America.  The  eight  feffions  that  I  fat  in  parliament 
were  a  fchool  oi  civil  prudence,  the  firft  and  moit  elTentiai  virtue 
of  an  hiftorian. 

'  The  volume  of  my  hiftorv,  which  had  been  fomewhat  delay- 
ed by  the  novelty  and  tumult  of  a  firft  feiiion,  was  now  ready  for 
the  prefs.  After  the  perilous  adventure  had  been  declined  by  my 
friend  IMr.  Elmfly,  I  agreed,  upon  eafy  terms,  with  j\'lr.  Thomas 
Cadell,  a  refpeftable  bookfeller,  and  Mr.  William  Strahan,  an 
eminent  printer ;  and  they  undertook  the  care  and  riik  of  the  pub- 
lication, which  derived  more  credit  from  the  name  of  the  (hop  than 
from  that  of  the  author.  The  laft  revifal  of  the  proofs  was  fub- 
mitted  to  my  vigilance  ;  and  many  blemiilies  of  liyle,  which  had 
been  invilibie  in  the  manufcript,  were  difcovered  and  correfted  in 
the  printed  flieet.  So  moderate  were  our  hopes,  that  the  original 
impreffion  had  been  ftinted  to  five  hundred,  till  the  number  was 
doubled  by  the  prophetic  tafte  of  IVIr.  Strahan.  During  this  avvfui 
interval  I  v/as  neither  elated  by  the  ambition  of  fame,  nor  deprcaTcd 
by  the  apprehenfion  of  contempt.  ]My  diligence  and  accuracy  v>-cre 
attelled  by  my  own  confcience.  Hiftorv  is  the  moft  popular  fpecies 
of  writing,  fince  it  can  adapt  itfelf  to  the  higheft  or  the  loweft  ca- 
pacity. I  had  chofen  an  illuftrious  fubjeft.  Rome  is  familiar  10 
tiae  fchool- boy  aod  the  ftatefraan  j  and  my  narrative  was  deduced 
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from  the  Lift  period  of  claffical  reading,  I  had  likewlfe  flattered 
mvfflf,  that  an  age  of  light  and  liberty  would  receive,  without  fcan- 
dal,  an  inquiry  into  the  human  caufes  of  the  progrefs  and  eftablilh- 
ment  of  Chriftianity.'     Vol.  i.   v.  145. 

The  publication  of  the  work  was  accompanied  by  the  moil 
^nthufiaftic  admiration  ;  the  chapters  which  defcrlbed  the 
prog.refs  and  eftablifhments  of  Chriftianity  were,  Indeed,  ex- 
pofed  to  repeated  attacks  from  a  number  of  able  pens;  but 
notwithftanding  thefe  objecflionable  pafTages,  the  general  merit 
of  the  work  fecured  for  it  the  public  applaufe  ;  and  the  name 
of  the  author  was  ranked  with  that  of  the  nioft  celebrated 
hiflorians  of  his  country. 

:  '  Among  the  honourable  conncftions  which  I  had  formed,  I  may 
juftly  be  proud  of  the  friendfliip  of  Mr.  Wedderburne,  at  that  time 
attorney  general,  who  now  illuftrates  the  title  of  lord  Loughbo- 
rough, and  the  office  of  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas.  By 
his  ftrong  recommendation,  and  the  favourable  difpofition  of  lord 
North,  I  was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  trade  and 
plantations  ;  and  my  private  income  was  enlarged  by  a  clear  addi- 
tion of  between  {tvtn  and  eight  hundred  pounds  a-year.  The 
fancy  of  an  hoftile  orator  may  paint,  in  the  ftrong  colours  of  ridi- 
cule, "  the  perpetual  virtual  adjournment,  and  the  unbroken  fitting 
vacation  of  the  board  of  trade."  But  it  muft  be  allowed  that  our 
duty  was  not  intolerably  fevere,  and  that  I  enjoyed  many  days  and 
weeks  of  repofe,  without  being  called  away  from  my  library  to  the 
office.  My  acceptance  of  a  place  provoked  fome  of  the  leaders  of 
bppofition,  with  whom  I  had  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy;  and  I 
was  moft  unjuftly  accufed  of  deferting  a  party,  in  which  I  had 
never  inlifted.'     Vol.  i.  p.  156, 

For  three  years  Mr.  Gibbon  enjoyed  the  advantages  refult- 
ing  from  this  appointment  j  at  the  end  of  that  term  the  board 
of  trade  was  aboliflied  by  Mr.  Burke's  bill ;  In  the  new  ar- 
rangement between  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  North,  Mr.  Gibbon 
adhered,  from  gratitude,  to  the  coalition. 

'  My  vote  was  counted  in  the  day  of  battle,  but  I  was  over- 
looked in  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil.  There  were  many  claimants 
more  deferving  and  importunate  than  myfelf :  the  board  of  trade 
could  not  be  reftored  ;  and,  while  the  lift  of  places  was  curtailed, 
the  number  of  candidates  was  doubled.  An  eafy  difmiffion  to  a 
fecure  feat  at  the  board  of  cuftoms  or  excife  was  promifed  on  the 
firft  vacancy  :  but  the- chance  was  diftant  and  doubtful;  nor  could 
1  foiicit  with  much  ardour  an  ignoble  fervitude,  which  would  have  , 
robbed  me  of  the  moft  valuable  of  my  ftudious  hours  :  at  the  fame 
time  the  tumult  of  London,  and  the  attendance  on  parliament, 
were  grown  more  irkfcrae;  and,  without  fome  additional  income, 
6  I  could 
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I  could  not  long  or  prudently  maintain  the  ftiie  of  expence  to  whieh 
J  was  accuftomed.'     Vol.  i.   p.  164. 

Thefe  circumftances  determined  Mr.  Gibbon  to  retire  to 
J.aufanne,  a  place  to  which  he  had  been  attached  from  his 
earlieft  youth  ;  it  was  here,  in  an  elegant  retirement,  that 
he  compofed  his  three  laft  volumes  of  the  Decline  and  Fail  of 
the  Roman  Empire.  The  fourth  volume  was  begun  March 
I,  1782,  and  was  ended  June,  1784.  The  5th  volume  was 
begun  July,  1784,  and  ended  May  t,  1786.  The  6th  vo- 
lume was  begun  May  18,    1786,  and  ended  June  57,   1787. 

'  It  was  on  the  day,  or  rather  night,  of  the  27th  of  June,  1787, 
between  the  hours  of  fleven  and  twelve,  that  I  wrote  the  laft  lines 
of  the  lait  page,  in  a  fummer-houfe  in  my  garden.  After  Jaying 
down  my  pen,  I  took  feveral  turns  in  a  berceau,  oi>  covered  walk, 
of  acacias,  which  commands  a  profpect  of  the  country,  the  lake, 
and  the  mountains.  The  air  was  temperate,  the  fky  wasferenr,  .. 
the  filver  orb  of  the  moon  was  reflected  from  the  waters,  and  all 
nature  was  iilent.  1  will  not  diffemble  the  firft  emotions  of  joy  on 
tlie  recovery  of  my  freedom,  and,  perhaps,  the  eftablifament  of 
my  fame.  But  my  pride  was  foon  humbled,  and  a  fober  melan- 
choly was  fpread  over  ray  mind,  by  tlie  idea  that  I  had  taken  aa 
everlafting  leave  ofan  old  and  agreeable  companion,  and  that  what- 
foever  might  be  the  future  date  of  my  hiftory,  the  life  of  the  hif- 
torian  mufr  be  fhort  and  precarious.'     Vol.  i.   p.  170. 

But  the  toil  of  ccmpofition  had  been  beguiled,  or  the  plea- 

fare  interrupted,  by  occafional  vifits  from  the  mofb  illullrious 

of  his  countrymen  who  travelled  through  Switzerland.     On 

iiat  of  yix.  Fox,  Mr.  Gibbon  dwells  with  peculiar  fatisfac- 

iion — 

'  In  his  tour  of  Sv^itzerland  (September  1788)  BIr.  Fox  gave 
nie  two  days  of  free  and  private  fociety.  He  feemed  to  feel,  and 
tven  to  envy,  the  happintfs  of  my  fituation;  while  I  admired  the 
powers  of  a  fuperior  man,  as  they  are  blended  in  his  attraftive  cha- 
r.ifier  with  the  foftnefs  and  fimplicity  of  a  child.  Perhaps  no  hu- 
nian  being  was  ever  more  perfediy  exempt  from  the  taint  of  male- 
volence, vanity,  or  falfehood.'     Vol.  i.  p.  168. 

The  corre£ling  of  the  prefs  for  the  lafl  three  volumes  of 
his  Hiftory,  compelled  Mr.  Gibbon  to  vifit. England  for  fome 
months  in  17S8  ;  from  this  duty  he  haftened  to  return  to  his 
favourite  and  delicious  retreat,  on  the  banks  of  the  Leman 
^-■?.ke.  But  the  fcene  was  foon  changed  ;  and  the  death  of  his 
• 'iend  Mr.  D^yverd-un,  whofe  converfation  had  been  a  never- 
ailing  fource  of  enjoyment  to  him,  darkened  the  beauties  of 
he  landfcape,  and  call  a  gloom  over  every  objsd ;  nor  was 
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this  the  only  difagrfeeable  circumftance  to  which  Mr.  Gibbon 
was  expofed  in  Switzerland.  The  torrent  of  the  French  re- 
vohition,  in  its  deftrucStive  progrefs,  threatened  that  country  ; 
and  the  death  of  lady  Sheffield  haftened  him  to  England,  to 
confole  that  friend,  whofe  gratitude  has  given  thefe  mifcella- 
neous  papers  to  the  world.  But  his  return  to  his  native  foil 
foon  expofed  to  him  the  real  (late  of  his  health,  which  (afto- 
nifliing  as  it  mayfeem)  during  twenty-nine  years,  he  appears 
to  have  been  indullrious  to  have  concealed  from  himfelf.  In 
1761,  fome  fymptoms  of  a  tumour  were  fubmitted  to  the  iu- 
fpe£lion  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  who  did  not  decide  whether  it  was 
the  beginning  of  a  rupture  or  a  hydrocele.  Although  the 
diforder  continued  to  increafe  gradually,*  yet  as  Mr.  Gibbon 
never  fuffered  any  pain  from  it,,  he  never  mentioned  it  to  any 
perfon  \  but  in  1793,  the  alarming  fize  to  which  it  was  grown, 
compelled  him  (ni  his  own  words)  to  withdraw  the  veil  5  and 
from  confulting  feveral  eminent  furgeons,  it  appeared  that  it 
was  originally  a  rupture,  but  that  an  hydrocele  had  lately 
taken  place  in  the  fame  part  ;  fome  operations  were  immedi- 
ately recommended,  which  aflbrded  him  a  tranfient  relief ;  but 
the  difeafe  (lill  prefTed  upon  him,  and  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ai^y*  I794>  he  clofed,  at  his  lodgings  in  St.  James's-ftreet,  a 
life  of  fifty-four  years. 

{To  be  continued.) 


9.  HoratU  Flacc't  Opera  cum  varlis  Lctflionibusy  Notis  Vario- 
rum, ct  Jndice  locuplctilJimo.  2  Vols,  ^.to.  2I.  12s.  6d. 
Boards.  Edwards. 
pEW  writers  of  antiquity  have  acquired  more  unlverfal  cele- 
■*■  brity  than  Horace  ;  and  none,  perhaps,  have  a  jufter  claim 
to  it.  As  a  lyric  poet,  he  has  united  the  excellence  of  Ana- 
creon  and  Pindar.  He  takes  not  fuch  wild  and  irregular  flights 
as  *  the  Dircean  fwan,'  indeed,  but  furpafTes  him  in  elegance, 
corre6lnefs,  and  variety  *.  The  feftive  old  bard  of  Feos, 
alfo,  though  he  may  flill  be  permitted  to  hold  his  fuperior 
rank  in  that  particular  fpecies  of  ode  which  bears  his  name, 
mud  notwithilanding  yield  in  every  other  refpeft  to  Horace } 
who,  to  th6  mirth  and  jollity  of  anacreontics,  often  united-, 
in  his  amatory  odes,  the  richnefs  of  imagination  and  the 
ciiallened  glow  of  paffion,  that  diflinguifh  Ovid,  vidth  the, 
plaintive  fentiment  and  melancholy  tendernefs  of  TibuUus. 


*  The  famous  ode,  '  Pindarum  quifqui-^,'  &c-  in  which  he  celebrates  th« 
genius  of  Pindar,  is  a  convincing  proof  how  near  he  could  approach  the  fubli» 
Tiairy  of  his  great  original.     Rev. 
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As  a  moralift,  a  critic,  and  fatirift,  he  is  allowed  to  ftancl 
without  a  rival ;  for,  however  excelknt  other  writers  might 
have  been  in  thefe  departments  of  literature,  yet  we  kpov/' 
that  their  merits,  as  well  as  their  manner  of  writing,  were  en;^ 
tirely  di{lin(£l  from  the  courtly  familiarity,  the  captivating' 
pleafantry-,  and  refined  tafte  of  Horace.     .  .      ■. 

Pollefled,  therefore,  of  fuch  varied  excellence,  his.  works^ 
mayjuftly  be  confidered  as  one  qf.the  choiceft  treafures  of 
antiquity  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  labours  of  the  moft 
learned  men,  from  the  revival  of  letters  to  the  prefent  limej^ 
fnoijld  have  been  fo  frequently  employed  in  iliuftrating  hi§ 
beauties,  and  reftoring  his  text  to  its  original  purity. 

To  colleft  into  one  point  of  view  the  fcattered  learning 
of  ages  on  this  favourite  claffic, — to  curtail  what  was  fuperflu- 
ous,  and  to  abridge  what  was  prolix; — on  controverted  points, 
to  Irate  the  various  opinions  of  others,  rather  than  to  multiply 
words  j — in  (hort,  to  reconcile  and  harraonife  what  ^as  been 
already  done,  and  to  fupply  deficiencies  by  the  diligent  exer- 
cife  of  found  learning,  judgment  and  tafte,  was,  we  con- 
ceive," the  duty  of  an  editor  of  the  prefent  day^  in  pr^efenting 
to  the  public  a  variorum  edition  of  Horace,  in  two  ponderous 
quarto  volumes.  '  .  .,     - 

How  far  Dr.  Combe  has  merited  this  chavatter,  the  reader 
will  be  enabled  to  judge,  when  v/e  have  informed  him  what, 
he  has  profeflcd  to  do,  and  given  our  candid  opinion  on.  the 
ability  with  which  he  has  executed, his  talk.  As,  the^Pre.fac^ 
is  iliort,  we  fliall  tranfcribe  it.  It  will  give  the  editor  an,^ 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  for  himfelf,  and  furnifh  a  favourable, 
fpecirnen  alfo  of  his  latinity,  which  (not  to  cavil  at^  fingl?, 
word  or  exprefiion)  is  neat  and  elegant.  .  ;^ 

'   ''  Edltiones  Flacii,  cum  notis  et  animadverfionibus,  qu*  in  hoc 
fecvslo,'  plurimae  in  publicum  prodierunt,  quamvis  et  eriTditione  et' 
ornamentis    fummis   nonnullse   abundant,  onvnes  tamen  Variorum 
obfervationibus  carent.  '  It  hac  nova  editiohe,  fi  cura  adhibeatlir  ut 
ese  notae  feligaritur,  ex  variis  antoribus,  qu^  apud  do(?tos  judices' 
iltilifiimae   habentur,  fperandum   eft,   me  nou    modo  ftudioforutti; 
Commodis  baud  male  confuluilTe,  fed  etiam  in  elegantiorum  homi'-c; 
num  bibliothecas  aliqiiid  ornament:  contuliiie-.  .  <j 

'  Qiiid  a  me  nunc  effeftdm  fit,  quo  Flaccus  quam  ornatiffirrins 
in  medium  proferatur,  eruditi  le£lores,  paucis  vos  admonitos  velim.  '^ 

'  Quoniam  Baxter!  Flaccus,  cum  notis  Gefneri  editus,  tam  apud 
exteros  turn  noftrates,  propter  egregiam  accurationem  et  notas,  non 
mediocrem  laudem  confecutus  eft,  hujufce  editionis  contextum,  nifi' 
in  locis  quibufdam,  ab  incuria  typographorum,  manifefte  pravis, 
nihil-  prorfus  mutare  aufus,  pro  exemplari  adhibui.     Notas  ex  aliis 

Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XVIII.  iVov.  1796.  T  auaori- 
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auftoiibus  fcleftar,  vcl  ad  cxplicationem  vel  ad  rem  critlcam  perti- 
nent ;  aliis,  in  quibiis  vel  de  re  mythologica  vtt  hiftorica  agitur,  et 
quae  ubique  flint  in  propatiilo,  oniiflis. 

*  Celeberrimi  Jani  indulbia  non  ultra  carminiim  finem  hafteniis 
proceffit ;  notas  autem  alioruni  interprctum,  ad  ininuendum  hunc 
dcfecflum,  optimas  et  utiliffimas  depromfi.- 

'  Quod  ad  libros  pertinet  fcripto?,  feptetn,  ex  iis  qui  in  Mufeo 
Britannico  aflervantur,  codices  dilij;cnter  perlegi ;  ct  ad  diftingueu- 
dum  fingulos  libros,  ex  quibus  variae  le6liones  colliguntur,  his  litC' 
ris  A.  B.  C.  D.  E.  F.  G.  notavi.  Codex  manulcriptus  E  tres 
priores  libros  carminum  lyriconim,  ct  quatuor  odas  libri  quarticom- 
pladtitur,  et  codex  G.  folummodo  epiflolas,  artem  poeticam,  et 
primes  fermones  novem. 

*  HdB  litterae,  quibus  propter  brevitatem  ufus  fum,  refpondent 
numeris  catalogi  manufcriptorum  Harleianorum,  qui  appofiti  funt ; 
ct  feculum  quo  fcripti  efle  creduiitur  addendum  quoqne  curavi, 

A  2725  fee.  —  X. 

B  3534  fee.  —  xii. 

C  —  2724 fee.  —  xiif. 

t> 3754 —  ft^G.  —  XV. 

E  —  2609  lee.  —  XV. 

■p : —  4862  fee.  —  XV. 

G  — —  2621  ' fee.  —  xii). 

*  Editionem  etiam  prineipem  Fheei  in  bibliotheca  regia  aflerva- 
tam  perlegi,  tt  leftiorres  varias  adnotavi. 

*  Hominis  ingrati  elfet  non  agnofcere,  imo  non  pr:cdieare  xirba-  * 
rritatem,  quam  in  bibliotheca  regia  expertus  fuin ;  nee  vero  prjeter- 
cundum  eft,  quanta  cum  facilitate,  omnia,  qun&  ad  libros  eonfe"- 
rendos  utilia  funt,  adminiftrentur;  utpote  per  favorem  et  gratiam 
regii  pofleflbris  nihil  abell,  quod  a  Ihidiofis  et  literatis  in  hac  clegaui* 
tiiiima  et  locupletillima  bibliotheca  dcfiderari  poffn.  '   ^.. 

'  Grates  etiam  curatoribus  Mufei  Britannici  habendae  funt,  pro   -^ 
huraanitatc,  qiKi   cotUces  manufcriptos  omnes,  q,uibus  opus  fuit, 
mihi  accommodarant. 

*  Inter  notas  quibus  haecce  editio  inflmitur,  eas  praecipue  felegi- 
ex  la4>oribus  Bentleii,  Cuningamii,  Baxterl,  Gefneri,  Klotzii,  Jani, 
WaddcU,  Wakefieldi,  et  aliorum  q-uos  memorare  vix  necefle  eft  ; 
prsefertira  eum  nomina  fingulorum,  quorurh  notis  ufus  fum,  ad  cai- 
cem  hujufce  prooemii  fubjunxi. 

*  Quod  ad  loea  in  notis  citata  fpeftaf,  hnec  quklem,-  accurate  re-      j 
cognita  et  collata,  isepenumfro  caftigata,  iiv  v«ftras  manus  trado. 

'  Indicera  voeabulorum  omnium  eopiofiim,  et  aliis  pnecedenti- 
bus  locupleti<7rem  adjeci ;  index  enim  a.  Thonui  Tretero  quondam 
collecliis,  ter  m.ille  in  locis,  et  ultra,  au£lus  et  emcndatus  eft. 

■  '  Huic   procemjo   finem   hie   imponere    vellem,  fed  amici,  qui 
meciiui  l.]iiinv;cc  opera^n  iiiceperat,  quique  meciim  familiiiriter,  dum 

fupeilles, 
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raperftes,  vixerat,  praematura  mors  hoc  in  loco  non  eft  praetereunda 
fileiitio. 

'  Fungamur  igitur  non  inani  munere,  et  merita  egregii  viri  Hen- 
rici  Homer,  confiliorum  omniurn  fucietate  mecum  nuper  conjiinc- 
tiilinii,  in  memoriarfl  revocem.'is.  Fuit  ille  literarum,  artiumque 
humaniorum  fcientiffimus,  vita  fanctus,  probitatis,  fidei,  et  amicl- 
tiarum  teriax  ;  in  profei^itendis  ftiidiis  pertlnaciffimus,  dt,  dum  vires 
rfanebant,  labore  et  vigilia  indomitiis  ;  nihil  tamen  gravitati  fevera^ 
ferv'iebat,  intervalla  enim  negotidi'um  faceto  lepore,  ut  moseftami- 
corum,  difpungebat  jucunditef. 

'  Viri  tali  ingenio,  tanta  reiiim  Cognitione,  qui  doiforum  fTudiis 
fe  adjurorem  [traeftabat,  qui  bibliothecis  tot  ornamenta  addidir,  quis 
defiderio  fit  pudor  aut  modus?  Lugeatis  eum  m.ecum  omnes,  qui- 
bufcunq'je  cordi  fimt  literse;  quibufcunque  candor,  et  fides,  et 
Boneftas  iri  pretio  h.beritnr,  lugeatis. 

*  O  fallacem  hominum  fpem,  frag'ilemque  fortunam,  et  inanea 
iloftras  contentiones  :  qaas  in  medio  fpatio  fepe  franguiitur  et  cor- 
ruiint,  et  ante,  in  ipfo  curfu  obruuntur,  quam  portum  confpicerfi 
potuerunt.'      p.  i. 

From  this,  the  public  will  learn,  that  Dr.  Combe  was  de- 
prived, by  de?!th,  of  the  valuable  labours  and  afTiflance  of  the 
kte  Mr  H.  Homer  j  which  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  ad-v 
inittcd  as  fome  apology  for  the  prefent  publication  not  being 
fo  perfect  as  it  otherwife,  perhaps,  would  have  been. 

But  we  haften  to  give  a:n  account  of  what  thcfe  fplendid 
volumes  contain,  befide  the  text  of  tiie  author.  The  lift  o£ 
writers  from  whofe  works  the  notes  are  taken,  is  numerous 
and  refpec^able.  The  reader,  perhaps,  will  be  gratified  with 
a  fight  of  it  in  our  Journal,  as  it  may  furnifh  no  contemptible 
bibliographical  Article,  relating  to  fo  favourite  an  author  as 
Horace 

*  Barnes.  — • —  Jolh.  Barnefii  Edit.  Homeri,  a  torn.  4to 
tyit 

*  Bax.  -^—  Gul.  Baxtefi,  Edit.  Horatii,  8vo  1725 

*  Bent.  — —  Ric.  Bentleii,  Edit.  Horatii,  4T0  1711 

*  Bond.  Joh.  Bond,  Edit.  lioratii,  8vo  1670 

*  BovvYER.  Explicationes  veterum  aliquot  au£torurn  ad 

finem,  'EupiTrt^ou  l)i£lihg,  4to  i  763 

*  Gruqu. Jacobi  Cruquii  Edit.  Horatii,  410  161 1 

*  CuN.  — —  Alex.  Cuningamii  anlmadverfiones  in  Ric.  Bent- 
leii notas  et  emendationej  ad  Horatiuiti,   i2mo  1721 

'  Dac. And.  Dacier,  Edit.  Horatii,  8  torn.  i2mo  I7cf9 

t  Desp.  Lud.  Defprez,  Edit.   Horatii  in  ufum  Delphini, 

4,to  1 69 1 

<  Gesn.  — —  Jo.  Matt.  Gefneri,  Edit.  Horatii,  8vo  177a 
«  Hare,,  — .  Jo.  riare,  Epiftola  Critica,  4to  1726 

T  a  «  Hvr.E', 
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'  HuRD.  — —  R.  Hurd^  S.  T.  P,  Eilir,  cpifiolarum  HoratliK 
ad  Pi  Tones  pt  Aiiguftuni,   3  torn.  lamo  1766 

'  Ja:;    M,  Chrill.  David  Jani,  Edit,  carniinum  Roratii, 

2  torn.  Svo  I  778 

'  Jas.  DB  Nor.  Jafon  de  Noris  in  eplftolam,  Q^^Ho- 

ratii,  de  arte  poetica,  Svo  15^3 

'  Klotz.  — - —  Chr.  Adolph.  Klotzii  Leftipnes ,  Venufuu-e, 
8vo  1770 

*  Lamb.' Dion.  Lanibini,  Edit.  Horatii,  fol.,i577 

*  Lin.  Cnr.  Linne  Syftema  vegetabilium,  Svo  1784 

* Syltema  natuias,  Sv.o  1766 

<  MuRET.  M.  Ant.  Mureti,  Edit.  Horatii,  Svo  1561 

VMarkl.,. Jer.  Mc-rkland,  Epiftola  Critica,  Svo  i/^^;,, 

...  '  PuLM.  ■  Theod.  Piihr-anni,  .Edit.  Horatii,    lanio  1564..  ■ 

*  RuTG.  Jani  RutgeiTji  Ledioaes  VeuufincE,  lanno  16,99 

*  Sanad. SanadoB,  Edit.  Horatii,.  2, torn,  410  172,8 

*  Taylor.    Jo.    Taylor,    dcjiure   pivili,    auglicf,.  4.10. 

i7!;6  '  "      ,       '        ['.'.'' 

'  ToRR. Laevini  Torrentii,  Edit.  Horatii,  4to  16,98... 

*  Waddel. Georoii   Waddeli   animadverfiones  in  loca' 

q'ux-drim  Horatii,  &c..  120101754    ■  -  '•'  -::-i.^i  -f  '   ,  .;ni   r'   ". ':i 

'  Wake. Gilberti  Wakefield  in  Ho^atmfri  obfervAtioh^^ 

critiCcE,  editte  cum  Poematibus  fuis,  parlim  fcripl*is  partim  redditis. 
4to  1776  '• 

* ■ Svlva  Cfltica,  i  torn'.  Sv^ 

1789  '■■  '■:-,   '    -■  ^  ■  ■•  •  ■;  . 

i  Zev-j.  Jo.   C'T.   Zeunii,--Eldft-.' Horatii,  Jo.   Matthias 

Gefneri,  Svo  1778.'     p.  iv.  .. 

But,  notwithilanding  the  copioufiiefs  of  this  lift,  we  are* 
truly  furprifecf  at  not  finditlg  in  it'th'i  refpeftable  names  of* 
Scaliger,  Hein'Tuis,  and  others  ;-  and  'rhorc  pahicularly  at  not 
feeing  any  notice  taken  of  the  Elzevir  variorum  edition  of 
Horace,  printed  1670.  . 

We  rauil  add,  alfo,  that  Dr.  Combe  does  not  appear  to 
have  ccnfulted  thefe  authors  very  diligently,  nor  to  have  in- 
corporatejA  their  critical  emendations  and  remarks  with  much 
care.  Waddel,  in  particular,  has  propofed  many  .ingenious 
teadings,and  fome  judicious  interpretations,  that  are  not  at  ■all 
noticed.  Wakefield  and  Taylor  alfo,  though  formally  men- 
tioned as  auxiliaries,  have  reafon  to  complain  of  being  palled 
over  in  filence.  Baxter,  Bentley,  and  Gefner,.  appear  to  have 
furnifhed  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  notes  in  the  fecond" 
volume  ;  but  in  the  firfc  we  find  more  variety. 

The  preliminary  matter,  which  occupies  forty-nine  pages, 
confids  of  the  following  particulars.  .  ■  •). 

I.  '  The  life  of  Horace  by  Suetonius,  with  a  great  variety 
of  notes-'  :.....,.• 

2.  «  Vita 
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2.  *  Vita  Horntli  in  eodem  cod.  aliter  defcripta.^ — This  does 
not  occupy  half  a  page,  and  was  fcarcely  worth  tranfcribing. 

3.  *  Vita  Horatii  in  tribus  codd.  Blaund.  aliter  defcripta.* 
—  Short,  and  of  no  value. 

4.  '  Quinti  Horatii  vita  per  annos  digefla.' — This  life  of 
Horace  (v/hich  we  believe  is  taken  from  Janus)  is  arranged  in 
chronological  order,  according  to  the  fircceflion  .of  confuls. , 

Inflead  of  thefe  four  lives  of  Horace,  we  could  have  wiPa- 
cd  to  have  feen  a  new  one  formed  from  the  materials  of  all, 
nnd  illullrated  by  fuch  additional  matter  as  Maflbn,  Dacier, 
Eentley  and  others  would  have  furnifhed. 

5  '  De  amicis  Horatii  '—This  fliort  biographical  cata-? 
logue  oi  (ome  of  Horace's  friends  can  be  of  little  utility  to 
the  reader,  fince  he  is  regularly  introduced  to  them  by  ihe  re-- 
fpedive  commentators,  as  their  names  incidentally  occur  iii 
the  poet's  writings. 

6.  The  two  odes  that  were  fome  years  ago  firft  publifhed 
from  a  MS.  found  in  the  Vatican. 

7.  *  Teftimonia  quadam  antiqua  de  Horatio.' 

If  Dr.  Combe  thought  it  of  any  confequence  to  print  a 
collection  of  teftimonia  refpefting  his  author,  in  compliance 
with  the  pradice  of  other  editors,  he  furely  fbou'd  not  have 
given  the  public  a  fcanty  one,  in  fuch  a  work  as  the  prefent : 
but  he  has  omitted  the  teftimonies,  or  notices  of  Martial^ 
Lucan,  Aufonius,  and  others,  which  he  might  have  foundj 
ready  to  his  hand,  In  the  common  edition  of  Horace  in  Ufum 
Delphini. 

8.  *  De  undeviginti  generibus  metrorum  Horatii  tractatus 
Aldi  Manutii.'— This  is  a  valuable  and  appropriate  acceffioii 
to  the  Variorum  edition. 

9.  '  Metra  Horatiana.'  — This  fliort  difqanfition  is  the  pro- 
du£lion  of  Chriftopher  Wafe,  and  was  dedica^^ed  to  his  old 
fchool  fellow,  Ambrofe  Bonv/icke.  We  extradl  from  it  the 
Pa  SIP H  A E,  as  containing  a  curious  compendium,  or  fynopfis^ 
of  the  different  Metra  Horatiana. 

*  ?  AS  IP  HA  E. 
Nota}  Marginales.  D.  Da^ylus.    S.    Spond'eus,    T.    Trccli<ruu 

I.  Iambus.   J.  lonicus  a  minpii. 

Filia  Soils 
yEftuat  igtie  novo ; 
Et  per  prata  javcncum 
Mentem  pcrdita  qua-ritat. 
.   Non  illam  thalami  pudor  arcet, 
6  Non  regalis  honos,  nee  rpagni  cura  i^iariii,' 
Optat  in  funnain  bovis 
Convertier  vultus  fuos  : 
T  5  ?.ISI- 
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S  I  S  I  -  9  Et  Prcetidas  dicit  beatas, 

I  I  S  1  I  -  10       loque  laudat,  non  quod  Ifis  alta  eft, 

SISISJ  II   Sed  quod  juvencae  cornua  in  fron  e  crigit- 

S  D  -  D  D  12  Siquando  miferae  copia  fupj'ent 

T  S  D  T  T  13  Brachiis  ambit  fera  colla  Tauri, 

S  I  -  D  D  14  Florffqiie  vernos  cornibus  illigat, 

D  D  T  T  I?  Oraqiie  jungere  qujEiit  ori. 

SD-D-DD         16     Aiidaces  animos  efficiunt  tela  Cupidlnis 
DTT  17  Illicitifque  gaudet 

TSD-DTT      18  Corpus  includi  ftabulis  fe  faciens  juven- 

c;^rn, 
J  J  J  ;f9  Et  amoris  piidibundi  inalcfuadis 

PS6DTTT      20  Obfequitur  votis,  et  procreat,  hen.  nefas  ! 

bimembreiTi. 
DD-SISt  21   Cecropides  juvenis  qucm  perci  J't  fraftum 

manu, 
SISIDD-  aa  Filo  rcfolvcns  Gnoffiae  triftja  te<^adomus,* 

p.  xlvi, 

Such  Is  the  preliminary  matter.  We  come  now  to  confider 
how  Dr.  Combe  has  diicharged  his  duty  as  an  editor,  and 
what  claims  he  fairly  has  on  the  public  for  induftry,  judgment, 
and  learning,  in  laying  before  them  this  <  oftly  variorum  edi- 
tion of  Horace.  It  has  been  faid,  that  *  a  great  hook  is  a  great 
ev'il\  and  that  the  prefent  muftcome  under  the  denomination 
of  greaty  no  one  will  be  difpofed  to  doubt,  when  it  is  confi- 
dered  that  the  qriginal  text  may  be  comprifed  in  a  very  fmall 
pocket  volume.  But  though  the  prefent  work  confiits  of  two 
large  volumes  in  quarto,  yet  we  are  forry  to  remark,  that 
fome  things  are  omitted  which  ought  to  have  been  there,  and 
that  we  have  found,  notwithftanding,  throughout  the  M^hole, 
much  heavy,  uninterefting,  and  fuperfluous  matter.  We  be- 
lieve, indeed,  that  the  eyes  of  moil  readers  are  difgufted,  and 
their  patience  foon  wearied  out,  on  feeing  the  ttxt  of  a  favo- 
rite author  fwallowed  up  by  notes  and  conjectural  criticifm. 
This  is  eminently  the  cafe  with  Dr.  Combe's  book,  and  of- 
ten, where  there  is  no  difnculty,  or,  at  lead,  fuch  only  as 
might  have  been  removed  in  a  tew  words  We  fliali  give  ont? 
example  out  of  many,  of  this  cumberfome  and  unneceflary 
load  of  comment.  On  the  fingle  word  *  genitalis.,'  in  the  in-:, 
vocation  to  Diana  (Carm.  Secular.  1.  j6.)  we  find  fix  full  co- 
lumns of  urtfatisfaclory  comments,  emendations,  and  con- 
jectures, from  Bentley,  Klotz,  &c.  while  the  (hort  note  of 
Defprez,  in  the  Delphini  edition  ^which  is  more  to  the  'pur- 
pofe  than  all  the  others),  is  patTed  over  without  notice. 

But  as  the  variorum  edition  is  often  unnecefiarily   tedious 
without  being  full  or  fatisfadlory,  fo  it  is  fometimes  unnar- 

donabiy 
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donably  brief,  where  it  fhould  have  been  copious,  and,  per- 
haps, diffLife,  We  ofFer  the  following  inftance  as  authority 
for  this  opinion  ;  premifing,  however,  that  we  (hould  by  no 
means  have  given  it  thus  publicly,  if  it  had  been  founded  on 
one  example  only. 

On  the  very  difficult  paflage  (lib.  i.  od.  iii.  I^.) 

Quo  non  arbiter  Adri«E 

Major,  tollere  feu  ponere  vult  freta, 

Dr.  Combe  has  only  the  following  fhort  remark  fromCruquius* 
*  Tiha-^ai  ad  imitationem  Grjccam,  moderari,  regere,  compo- 
nere  '  But  what  fatisfaction  does  this  afford  ?  In  the  firft 
place,  where  is  the  authority  for  interpreting  ponere,  modera- 
ri^ re^jire  f  and,  if  it  means  compouere^  we  may  fay,  •  hie  la- 
bor, hoc  opus"  eft.'  The  context  requires,  and  the  particle 
feu  fufficiently  indicates,  that  ponere  mud  fignify  an  a£l  con- 
trary to  tollere.  If,  therefore,  it  means  componere,  to  flill,  or 
calm  the  waves,  the  queilion  is,  how  does  the  fame  wind 
produce  thefc  two  contrary  effefts  ?  This  was  a  proper  field 
for  the  editor  to  expatiate  on  ;  and  it  would  not  have  been  dif- 
ficult to  furnifh  fome  original  conjecfbures  on  the  fubje<Sl, 
whicbj  though  not  convincing,  perhaps,  might  have  had  the 
merit  of  being  ingenious,  and  even  probable.  But  Dr. 
Combe  has  done  nothing  himfelf;  and  the  reader  is  left  to 
his  own  conjeclures  on  this  occafion,  without  arvother  word 
on  the  fabject,  though  Defprez  and  Sca-iiger  would  have  fur- 
nilhed  at  lead  a  co  umn  of  criticifm.,  that  might  have  been 
read  ^vi^h  pleafure  and  advantage. 

We  rauil  farther  remark,  that,  in  fo  expenfive  a  work  as  the 
pxefent,  the  parchai'tT  might  reafonably  expe£l  to  find  every 
thing  necelT.iry  to  elucidate  the  text  of  Horace ;  and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  entire  omiffion  of  fuch  parts  of  ancient  my- 
tliolog",  hiftory,  and  geography,  as  incidentally  occur,  wi-i!  be 
thought  a  very  gr<'ac  defccl  We  cannot  help  regretting  it  the 
more,  as  we  fee  fo  many  columns  that  might  have  been  more 
profitably  filled.  For  thefe  reafons  we  feel  ourfelves  obliged 
to  fay,  that  the  variorum  edition  of  Horace  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  ftrikingly  redundant  and  deficient.  We  do  not  however 
deny,  that  the  notes  and  prolegomena  contain  a  valuable 
treafure  of  critical  and  philological  learning.  We  complain 
that  it  has  not  been  judiciouny  felecled  and  arranged, — ^^that 
redundancies  have  not  been  retrenched,  and  that  deficiencies 
have  not  been  fupplied. 

With  regard  to  the  typographical  merits  of  the  prefent 
work,  they  mud  be  acknoMdedged  to  be  great.  It  is  printed 
on  fine  wove  paper;  the  type  is  excellent,  and  the  prefs-woik 
extremely  clear    and    neat.       The  margin  alfo  is   fnacious, 
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and  the  arrangement  fuch  as, does  the  printers  much  credit. 
But  we  ar^  forry  to  add,  that  all  thefe  beauties  are  difgraced 

by  a  flovenly  negligence  and  inaccuracy  which  pervade  the 
whole.  The  liberal  fpirir  of  criticifm  difdains  to  Hoop  to  the 
invidious  drudgery  of  tracing  out  the  omifTion  of  commas, 
and  the  iniiplacing  of  every  Greek  accent  or  afpirate  ,•  but 
when  we  find  fuch  pointing  as  *  Q^id  enim  concurritur  :' 
Vol.  ii.  p.  I,  wtiich  fpoils  the  fenfe, — and,  even  in  the  title- 
page,  one  blunder  and  one  erratum*;  when  alfo,  in  tranfcribing, 
we.  meet  with  quadam  inftead  of  qutedam^  cruyKoivSn  for  o"«y- 
kav^rt.p.  3'?9,  Vol.'ii. — the  flrange  jumble  of  letters  3cfaJ7il.f'7ri 
for  xp^'^^  ^^''  '^*  P-  4-Ogy—  d^vpccv  for  avl^fiiiv,  p.  3S6,  wc  fliould 
juftly  incur  the  afFe6lation  of  candour,  and  be  charged"  with 
a  derelicliori  of  duty,  as  imjiartial  hiftorians  in  the  republic  of 
letters,  were  we  to  acquit  the  editor  -of  negligence,  however 
We  may  be  difpofed  to  think  him  clear  of  a  more  difgraceful 
accufation. 


'Travels^  during  the  Tears  I787,  178S,  and  1789.  Undertaken 
■more  particularly  With  a  Viciv  cf  ajccrtaining  the  Cultivatioy?^ 
IVcalthy  Refoiirccs^  and  National  Profpertty  nf  the  Kingdom 
of  France.  By  Arthur  Toung^  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  <sfc.  &c. 
'The  Second  Edition.  Vol.  IL  \to.  i8j.  Boards.  Richard- 
fon.      1794. 

'HEN  the  firfk  volume  of  thefe  Travels  appeared,  we 
beftowed  confiderable  pains  in  communicating  its  im- 
portant contents;  (vide  Crit.  Rev.  vol.  V.  p  456,  and  vOl. 
Vi.  p.  45,  New  Arr.)  In  the  republication  of  that  volume, 
Mr.  Young  has  thought  proper  to  retraft  certain  fentiments 
which  implied  an  approbation  of  the  French  revolution  ;  but 
as  that  queftion  has  no  immediate  conne£lion  with  the  princi- 
pal utility  of  the  work,  we  are  unwillipg  to  recur  to  it,  or  to 
doubt  the  right  an  author  has  to  change  his  opinion,  if  convinc- 
ed that  he  has  fubfequent  ground  for  it.  'Fiie  prefent  volume 
is  a  continuation  of  the  Journal- part  of  the  former,  enrich- 
ed with  fuch  valuable  remarks  as  may  be  expected  frpm  a 
gentleman  fo  completely  verfed  in  the  fcience  and  pra6tiG€;  of 
agriculture, 'as  Mr.  Young  is  allowed  to  be.  The  chapters 
whic  h  relate  to  Franre,  contain  the  following  fubjccfls  ;  Vines 
-^Silk — Cattle — Various  Plants — IVuJle Lands — Coals — Woods 


w 


^  f  The  readier  vjj'l  be  iiiftantl)'  ftrucic,in  the  title-page  to  the  firfl:  volume, 
vsrith  '  ToMus  Primi'6.     P>\1!s  II,'  inftead  of  '  Pars  1.'  and   at  the  botto 


m. 


we  read  '  Piofant  venules.''     Now',  as  the'adji.ctive  'venaks  can  'elate  to  no  other 
wotd  lYi-^Tiopsra,  evtry  khuo.-boy  knOws  that  it  ought  to  be  venqlia. 

.    ■  ■  ■"  -^Econo' 
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' — Economical  Pr apices  —  'Tillage  —  A^aniires  —  and  Engli/b 
jFarwj  eftablifhed  in  France.  Thefe  occupy  142- pages  ;  the 
reft  of  the  volume  contains  an  agricultural  I'urvey,  upon  the 
fame  plan,  of  part  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  Majorca. 

Referring  the  reader  to  the  work  itfelf,  for  the  memorau- 
dums  picked  up  in  the  courfe  of  the  Travelsj^  and  which  form 
the  data,  we  fhall  briefly  notice  fome  of  tlie  remarks  offered 
as  the  refult  of  Mr  Young's  experience. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  chapter  on  Fines,  Mr.  Young 
combats  the  prevalent  opinion  in  France,  that  the  wine  pro- 
vinces are  the  pooreft,  and  that  the  culture  of  the  vine  is  mif- 
chicvous  to  the  national  interefts.  His  opinion  is  diredlly  the 
reverfe ;  and  he  accounts  for  it  in  a  dilTertation  of  confidera- 
ble  length.  From  his  minutes,  it  appears  that  '  the  value  of 
the  foil  thus  employed  was  probably  higher  than  it  could  be  in 
any  other  application,  good  meadows  (valuable  for  their  fear- 
city)  alone  excepted  •.  that  the  produce  much  exceeds  all 
others ;  and  laftly.  that  the  employment  depending  upon  it  is 
very  conriderable.',(p.  21.)  No  land,  he  maintains,  under  any- 
other  culture  would  fell  at  the  fame  price ;  and  with  refpect 
to  produce,  the  average  of  9/.  an  acre,  on  a  mean  of  good 
arid  bad  years,  is  fuch  as  no  other  plant  will  equal,  that  is  cul- 
tivated in  France,  watered  lands  alone  excepted.  The  pc- 
verty  which  appears  in  the  vine  countries,  he  attributes,  not 
to  the  nature  of  the  culture,  but  to  the  abufe  of  it,  princi- 
pally to  the  fmallnefs  of  the  property  into  which  vineyards 
are  ufually  divided  ;  *  a  circumftance  carried  to  fuch  excefs, 
that  the  mifery  flowing  from  it  can  hardly  be  imagined  by 
thofe  who,  are  whirled  through  France  in  a  pofl-chaiie.'  On 
fmall  property,  he  offers  thefe  remarks — 

'  What  an  apparent  contradidion,  that  property  fliould  be  the 
parent  of  poverty,  yet  there  is  not  a  clearer  or  better  afcertained 
fact  in  the  range  of  modern  politics.  The  only  property  fit  for  a 
poor  family,  is  their  cottage,  garden,  and  perhaps  grafs  land  enoui^h 
to  yield  milk;  this  needs  not  of  neceflity  impede  their  daily  la- 
bour ;  if  they  have  more,  they  are  to  be  clafTed  with  farmers,  and 
will  have  arable  fields,  which  muff,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  ill 
cultivated,  and  the  national  intereft  confequentiy  fuffer.'      p.  26. 

Mr.  Young's  diflike  to  fmall  farms,  our  readers  m,ay  recol- 
lect, has  appeared  in  many  of  his  agricultural  publications, 
and  derived  confiderable  ftrength  from  what  he  obferved  of 
their  effetts  in  France.     See  Travels,  vol.  i.  pajfirn. 

Of  Silk.  After  fome  valuable  communications  on  this  fub- 

jeft,  with  which  he  was  furnifhed  by  intcliigent  perfons  in 

the  country,  Mr.  Youfig  ufes  many  arguments  to  prove  that 

the  premiums  offered  by  tlie  Society  of  Arts  in  London,  for 

7  mulberries 
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mulberries  anil  filk  in  England,  is  a  great  but  I:armlefs  folljv 
and  may  midead  a  few  ingenious  Ipecul.itivc  people,  whofe  at- 
tention, time,  and  capital,  given  to  prod ucSl ions  natural  to  the 
climate,  would  have  made  twenty  times,  perhaps  an  hundred 
times,  the  return.  We  recommend  the  whole  of  this  chap- 
ter to  the  Society;of  >Arts,  before  they  tender  their  next  lill 
of  premiums. 

Cattle.  Except  in  Normandy,  the  Bas  Poitou,  Limoufin, 
Quercy,  and  Gutenne,  there  is  nothing  that  attra(£l:s  notice. 
There  would,  in  eighteen  twentieths  of  the  kingdom,  be 
fcarcely  any  cattle  at  all,  were  it  not  for  the  practice  of 
ploughing  with  them.  The  French  practices,  which  Mr. 
Young  recommends  to  the  notice  of  the  Englifli  farmers,  are, 
I.  The  Limoufm  and  Q^uercy  methods  of  fattening,  by  means 
of  acid  food.  2.  The  practice  in  Flanders,  and  in  fome  de- 
gree in  Quercy,  &c.  of  keeping  cows,  oxen,  and  all  forts  of 
cattle,  confined  in  Rabies  the  year  through.  3.  Milking  well- 
fed  cows  thrice  a  day,  in  Normandy. — We  have  here  alfo  a 
few  remarks  on  horfes  and  hogs.  The  old  cuftom  of  feeding 
hogs,  in  England,  with  warm  food,  is  totally  difcoiitinued  : 
but  Mr.  Young  thinks  it  well  dcferves  experiment,  whether  it 
would  not  anfwer  in  fattening,  and  alfo  in  the  nouriflmient 
of  fows  and  pigs. 

Varioui  Plants.   Almonds,  beans,  broom,  carrots,  5cc. 

Wafte  Lands.  This,  without  a  pun^  may  be  expelled  to  be 
•3.  fertile  fubjedl  with  our  author,  and  he  accordingly  bellows 
great  attention  upon  it.  The  following  is  part  of  his  general 
ohfervations— 

*  In  the  preceding  notes,  mention  is  often  made  of  great  trads 
of  country,  fo  miferably  cultivated,  that  the  whole  would,  by  a 
good  Englifli  farmer,  be  confidered  as  waflc.  This  is  particularly 
the  cafe  in  Bretagne,  Maine,  Anjou,  Sologne,  Bourbonnois,  &c.  ; 
and  it  is  this  circumftance  which  reduces  the  general  average  produ6t 
of  France  to  (o  low  a  pitch,  as  appears  in  the  chapter  which  treats 
of  it,  notwithftanding  the  immenfe  traft  of  twenty-eight  millions  of 
rich  land,  the  produdls  of  which  are,  of  courfe,  very  high.  Here 
then  ought  to  be  the  great  eifort  of  a  new  fyftem  of  government 
in  France.  The  revolution  has  coft  immenfe  fums ;  and  has  oc- 
c^fioned  a  happy  defalcation  of  the  revenue,  provided  it  be  re- 
plac<:d,  wifely  and  equally,  on  fome  objeft  of  general  confump- 
tion,  and  not  on  land ;  but  the  public  burthens  of  the  kingdom 
are  fo  heavy  (proportioned  to  its  confumption  and  circulation), 
tii^t  every  attention  fliould  be  exerted  to  increafe  and  improve  the 
contributing  income  ;  and  this  can  in  no  way,  and  by  no  methods, 
be  effeded  fo  well  and  fo  eafily,  as  by  fpreading  improvements 
over  thefe  immenfe  wafles,  which  are  fuch  a  difgrace  to,  the  old 

govern- 
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go^'^rn^nent.  The  waftes  alone  are  calculated,  in  thefe  (hects,  at 
18,000,000  of  Englifli  acres  ;  if  to  thefe  we  add  the  trafts,  in  the 
abovementioned  provinces,  which,  though  cuhivated,  are  no  more 
prodiiftive  than  waftes,  and  much  of  them  not  of  equal  profit,  u-e 
cannot  reckon  for  the  whole  lefs  than  40,000,000  of  acrps  that  are 
in  a  wafte  ftate ;  not  abfolutely  unprodLi6tive,  but  which  would 
admit  of  being  rendered  four,  five,  fix,  and  even  ten  timeb  njnrefo 
than  they  are  at  prefent.  This  extent  is  nearly  equal  to  that  or  the 
kingdom  of  England;  whence  we  may  judge  of  the  immenf'e  re-- 
ioHrces  to  be  found  in  the  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of 
France;  and  the  wifdom  of  the  meafures  of  the  national  afienbiy 
ought  to  be  eftimated  in  proportion  to  their  exertions  in  this  refpeft, 
rather  than  in  any  other.  If  they  give  a  ready,  immediate,  an4 
abfolute  right  of  inclofure  ;  an  exemption  from  all  taxation  what-: 
ever,  for  twenty-one  years  ;  and,  by  a  wife  fyftem  of  imports,  the 
future  profpeft  of  not  being  too  much  barthened  ;  if  fnch  be  their 
encouragements,  in  addition  to  the  great  ones  already  efFcfted,  par- 
ticularly in  the  abolition  of  tithes,  they  may  expert  to  fee.  in  a  few 
years,  great  undertakings  oh  thefe  defolate  trafts.  But  the  policy 
of  a  good  government  will  not,  in  this  point,  do  the  whole  ;  it 
may  encourage  buildings,  inclpfares,  manuring,  and  the  inveflmeut 
of  large  capitals  ;  but  if  thefe  foils  be  attempted  to  be  cultivated, 
as  they  have  hitherto  always  been  in  France,  failure,  bankruptcy, 
and  ruin,  will  be  the  confequence  ;  and  the  lands,  after  a  few  years^ 
left  in  a  worfe  ftate  than  they  are  in  at  prefent.  The  government 
Ihould  therefore  not  omit  taking  the  neceffary  fteps,  to  have  inftruc- 
Uons  well  diffufed  for  the  cultivation  of  thefe  immenfe  tr.icts  of 
country  ;  not  in  the  fpirit  of  the  old  fyftem,  by  printing  meiiioirs, 
which,  if  followed,  probably  would  fpread  more  mifchief  than  be- 
nefit, but  by  the  exhibition  of  a  farm  in  each  confiderable  diftri^r, 
Under  a  right  management,  and  in  that  degree  of  perfedion  of  cul- 
ture which  is  applicable  to  the  practice  of  all  mankind  j  of  the  poor 
farmers  as  well  as  of  rich  ones :  every  other  fpecies  of  perfeiflion 
does  well  enough  for  gentlemen  to  commend,  but  is  not  adapted  for 
farmers  to  imitate.  One  large  farm,  taken  entirely  frorn  wafte,  ia 
Bretagne,  another  in  Anjou,  a  third  in  Solngne,  a  fourth  in  Bour- 
bonnois,  and  a  fifth  in  Guicnne,  would  be  fufficient.  If  thefe 
lanns  were  cultivated  on  right  practical  principles,  on  thofe  of  ut- 
terly difregarding  corn  til|  the  ample  fupport  of  (lieep  and  cattle  (but 
particularly  the  former)  in  winter,  by  means  of  green  crops,  and  in 
iiimmer  by  graircs,  gave  fuch  a  command  and  facility  of  adion, 
that  whatever  corn  was  then  fown,  would,  in  its  produce,  be  wor- 
thy of  the  foil  and  climate  of  France,  yieldir.g  ten  for  one  on  thefe 
waftes,  Ihftead  of  five  or  fix  for  one,  the  prefent  average  of  culti- 
vated lands  in  that  kingdoni.  If  this  were  done,  I  fay,  the  profit 
cf  fuch  improvements  would  be  equally  great  and  durable  ;  the 
yaitiQc  exhibited  -A'ould  take  deep  root  in  the  refpeftiye  provinces; 

^  "and 
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and  cxtenfivc  and  fpeedy  improvements  would  be  the  coni'eqiience. 
Py  fuch  a  policy,  .the  national  aflembly  would  prove  thenifeh'cs 
gpnwine  p.Ttriots  ;  the  kingdom  would  nourifb  ;  population,  which, 
at  prefent,  is  a  burthen,  would  be  rendered  ufeful,  beciiufe  happy ; 
2nd  the  confuinption  and  circiilation  oi  th^fe  provinces  incieafing, 
would  give  a  fpur  to  thofe  of  the  w;hole.fqci€ty  ;  the  weight  of 
taxes  would  lefien,  as  the  bafis  enlarged  that  fupported  it: — in  a 
woi'd,  every  good  effe£i:  w'ould  flow  from  fuch  undertakings,  if 
properly  executed,  that  can  add  to  the  m'afs  of  national  profperity  ; 
and  confequently  the  moft  worthy  of  the  attention  of  an  enlighten- 
ed legiflature.'     p.  96. 

Subjoined,  we  have  a  brief  but  valuable  fketch  of  the  right 
principles  on  which  alone,  wafte  countries  ^an  be  improved  to 
profit,  in  France. 

Coals.  The  want  of  vigour  in  working  the  coal  mines  of 
France  arifes  from  thefe  caufes ;  i.  The  price  of  vi^ood  has 
ftot  rrfen  fufficiently  to  force  this  branch  of  indallry  ;  and 
2.  The  want  of  capital,  which  afFe£ls  every  thing  in  that 
kingdom. 

Pf^ocdst  Forejis^  Timber.,  and  Planting.  On  thefe  fubje£ts 
Mr.  A^'oung  holds  fome  opinions  fhat  are  not' very  ccmmonj> 
or  popular.  He  fays,  '  We  have  had  of  late,in  England,  the 
fame  vulgar  apprehenfion  of  a  want  of  wocJ,  efpecially  for 
fhip-building,  which  has  difgraced  France.*  The  fubfequen^ 
fentiments  we  fubmit  to  the  confideratioiiof  our  readers — 

'  *  The  common  argument,  that  is  founded  on  ^the  fuppofed  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  royal  navy,  I  ftiould  be  fony  to  befcovv  three  words 
upon  ;  for  I  hold  every  idea  of  a  great  naval  force  to  be  founded  On 
very  queftionable  theories.  Injurious  to  other  nations  in  its  ob- 
jed,  which  is  that  of  extending  to  the  molt  dillant  parts  of  the 
globe  the  inifchievous  effe(3:s  of  ambition ;  and  all  the  horrors  that 
attend  the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  when  flawing  from  the  worfe  fpirit  of 
foreign  commerce.  A  great  navy  affords  the  n)cans  of  fpread- 
ing  what  may  to  Europe  be  called  a  domeftic  quarrel  to  the 
moft  'diftant  regions  of  the  globe,  and  involving  millions  in  the 
ruin  of  wars,  who  are  in  juflic^  as  unconcerned  in  the  difpute  ast 
thev  are  removed  by  diitance  from  the  natural'  theatre  of  it.  And 
whatever  commercial  necellity,  founded  upon  the  wcrft  principles, 
may  be  urged  in  tht;  fupport  of  it,  yet  the  expence  isifo  enormous^ 
that  no  nation,  it- is  no\v  well  underftood.  can  be  formidable  botl> 
at  land  and  fea  at  tVet  fame  time,  without  making  efforts,  that 
throw  our  own  burthens,  by  means  of  debts,  on  our  innocent  pof'^^ 
terity.  Mr.  Hume  remarks,  that  the  Britilh  fleet,  in  the  height  of 
thc'-war  of  J740',  poft  the  nation  a  greater  expence  than  that  of  the 
whole  military  eftabliflmient  of  the  Roman  empire,  under  Auguf— 
tus,  ^whlle  all,  that  dcferved  to  be  called  the  worlit!,  AViis»in  obedi-^ 
.  .-.ji  ence 


<??ite"?o'his  fceptrejl^uf  in  the  late  war,  the^expence  of  our  fleet 
^ItlGUnted  tomoi'e  than  the  double  of  w^hat  attraded  the  notice  of 
that  agreeable  and  profound' politician,  for  the  naval  expence  of 
I -701  arofe  to  8,603,8841.     ■'  I 

'  The  ambition  of  ftatefmen  is  ready  at  all-  times  to  found  upon: 
a  great  commerce  the  neceffity  of  a' great  navy  to  protect  it;  and 
the  next  ftep  is,  the  fiippofed-  neceffity  -of  a  great  commerce  to 
fu pport  the  great  navy ;  anrf  viery  fine  arrangements,  in  political 
oeconomy,  have  been  the  confeqUehce  of  this  mifchievous  combi- 
nation. The  delufive  dreatn  6f 'colonies  was  one  branch  of  this 
eu'rious  policy,  which  coft  t*)^  nation,  ag  fir  John  Sinclair  has  cai- 
calated,  two  feuhdred  and  feightv  millions !  Rather  than  have  in- 
•eiTiTed  fuch  an  enormous  expence,  which  onr  powerful  navy  abfo- 
hifely  induced,  wftyldit  not  have  Been  better  hdd  the  nation  beeri 
without:  commerce,  tt-nthotit -colonics,  without  a  navv'?  The  fame 
madnefshasjinfefted"  the'^cabinet  of  France';' 'a' ^reat  navy  is  there 
alfo  confidered'  as  eflTeutial,  .becanfe.  they'  have  in  St.  Domingo  a 
great  colony  ;  'thus  one'  nuifaiice  begets  another.  The  prefeiit  cen- 
tury, has  beeft.the-periQd  of  ni^vai  ppvy^^r.  '^  It  will  ceafe  in  the  next, 
4nd  then'.be  confideredi.as  a  fyfieni,  founded  on  the;  fpiric  ;of  cora? 
tnercial  rapine'..  ..,^ ',.  ;,      „   y*''    -^n  -   ■  ::^1     •' 

'  But  whatever  necel?ity  there  may;  Se, for  navies, -there  is  none 
for.raifing  oak  to  buiid  them,  wHichit  is  infinitely  bettter  to  buy 
th^n  to  cultivate.'  There  is  no.  profpecl,.of  exl^aufting^the  oak  of 
the.  north,  of  Bohemia,  Silefia,  .Poland,  Hungary,  Avui  the  territo- 
ries on  the  Adr,jat)c,  for  centuries,  to  come;  the  price  will  rife 
as  cariiage  becomes,  e-xpenfive,  but.  th^  fupply  will  rcjiiiain  for 
ages.  So  long  ago  as  tht  beginning  of  the  laft  century^j. weaifed 
fir  for  building,-  from  the  fcarcity  of  oak;  and  notwithftanding  the 
immenfe  confuniption  fince,  the  countries  that  fupply  it  promiie.ta 
continue  that  fupply.  for  five  centuries  to  come.'      p.  ii§,  .  .,   !  ,■  , 

Some  economical  Pra£l'ices  in  France.  This  chapter  confift? 
of  fcatterejl  minutes,  which,  as  the  author  obferves,*  being 
not  abfolutely  ufelefs,  may,  perhaps,  better  be  thrown  toge- 
ther than  burnt ;  for  ingenious  men  fometlmes  catch  hints 
from  a  flight  mention  of  praftices,  and  apply  them  to  ufcs 
not  at  firft  thought  of.  Thefe  principles  regard  buildings 
lime.,  fences,  and  fi/h-pondsy  Sec. 

'Tillage  and  the  Implements  of  Unjhar.dry.  Befides  numerous 
minutes,'  we  have  here  a  comparative  eftimate  of  the  advan- 
tage of  ufmg  horfes  or  oxen.  With  regai'd  to  implements^ 
there  is  nothing  in  France  comparable  to  thofe  which  are  feen 
in  every  part  of  England. 

Manures.  This  fubjecl  appears  to  be  well  underflood  in 
many  of  the  French  provinces. 

Englljh  Farm  in  France.    This  was  attempted  by  the  duke 
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de  Llaiicourt,  and  confulerable  progrefs.  had  becfi  Wade  ifi 
1792,  when  the  events  on  the  loth  of  Augidl  compelled  the 
noble  owner  to  renounce  all  liope  of  being  ufeful  to  his  coun- 
try. The  mob  deftroyed  what  had  been  completed  of  this 
unique  cft^bliflimenti 

Mr.  Young  next  preAm'ts  *.ts  with  his  Notes  on  the  j^picul-^ 
turc  of  Lom/yny ^ly^  under  four  he^ds,  I.  General  circumllances 
of  the  hufbandry.  2.  The  marfagement  of  grafs  lands. 
3.  The  management  of  arab.e  lands.  4.  The  encouragesnent 
or  depreflion  which  agiiculture  recpives  from  various  caufes. 
Thele  are  again  fubdivided  into  the  heads j/o/7,  c/imate,  inch" 
fnt  est  /armSf  &c.  The  fubje^l  of  irrigation  is  treated  at 
great  length.  Mr.  Young  obferves,  that  for  want  of  laws 
Cmiiar  to  thofe  which  t^kc  place  fully  in  Piedmont  and  the 
Milanefe,  and  parriahy  in  the  republic  of  Venice,  no  fuch 
exertions  are  ever  likely  to  be  made  in  a  free  country — 

*  We  can  in  England  form  no  navigariori,  Or  rOad,  or  make  any 
trefpafs  on  private  property,  without  the  horribly  expenfive  form  of 
an  ?6t  of  parliament;  we  cannot  even  inclofe  our  own  property, 
without  the  fame  ceremony.  Nor  is  it  Only  the  expense  of  fuch' 
applications,  but  the  neceffity  of  them  generates  oppofition  atf 
every  ftep,  and  a  rhan  muft  fight  his  vvay  through  country-meet- 
ings, through  attorneys,  agents,  couttfel,  witfieffes,  and  htigation— 
in  a  manner  odious  to  every  liberal  feeling,  and  at  a  ruinotis  ex- 
pence,  before  he  is  at  liberty  to  improve  his  own  eftate,  without 
any  detriment  to  others :  every  idea  of  fuch  works,  therefore, 
in  England,  as  we  have  feen  common  in  Lombardy,  is  vifionary 
and  iniprafticable  5  and   we   mull  continue  to   view,  with  eyes  of 

^nvy  and  admiration,  the  noble  exertions  which  have  been  made 
ind  perfefted  in  that  country,  and  which,  in  truth,  very  much  ex-         .1 
ceed  any  thing  We  have  to  exhibit  in  airy  walk  of  agriculture  in  this*        | 
ifland.'     p.  184* 

Under  the  hedd  Cuttle^  we  Jiave  an  account  of  the  manu- 
fa£lure  of  Parmefan  cheefe,  which  tvill  probably  be  new  to" 
Jnoft  of  our  readers—' 

*  The  method  of  making  the  cheefe  known  in  England  by  the 
name  of  Parmefan,  becaufe  the  city  of  Parma  was  once  the  entre-, 
pot  for  it,  was  an  object  I  widied  to  underlland  as  Well  as  poflible. 
The  idea  is,  that  all  depends  on  foil,  climate,  and  irrigation  ;  and 
the  boafted  account,  that  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Naples,  in  order 
to  make  funilar  cheefe  in  their  territories,  at  leafi:  for  their  own  ta- 
bles, had  procured  men  of  Ikill  from  the  Milanefe  for  this  purpofe,' 
- — contribute  to  give  a  readincfs  every  where  in  anfvvering  q.ueftions, 
as  they  are  all  very  well  perfuaded,  that  fuch  cheefe  can  be  made 
no  where  elf*:. 

«  In 
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.   *  In  order  ttiat  I  might  view  the  procefs  to  the  beft  advantage, 
the  abbate  Amoretti  condu<3ed  me  to  the  dairy  in  queftion,   be- 
longing to  the  houfe  of  Leti.     It  is,  in  the  firft  place,  neceffEr)-  to 
obferve,  that  the  cheefes  are  made  entirely  of  Hummed  milk;  that 
of  the   preceding   evening,  mixed   with   the   morning's  milk :  the 
former  had  ftood  fixteen  or  feventeen  hours  ;  the  latter  about  fix 
hours.     The  rennet  is  formed  into  balb,  and  dllFolved  in  the  hand 
in  the  milk ;  the  preparation  is  made  a  fecret  of,  but  it  is  generally 
known,  that  the  ftomach  of  the  calf  is  drelTcd  with  fpiccs  and  fait. 
The  rennet  was  put  to  the  milk  at  twelve  o'clock,  not  in  a  tub, 
but  in  the  cauldron  or  boiler,  turned  from  off  the  fire-place  at  ten 
o'clock  ;  the  heat  22  degrees  of  Reaumur's  thermometer,  and  com- 
mon to  24  degrees  (8i|-  Fahrenheit's),  the  atmofphere  being  at  the 
fame  time  i6|-  (70  Fahrenheit's).     In  fummer,  the   whole  opera- 
tion is  finiflied  by  eight  in  the  morning,  as  the  heat  fours  the  milk 
if  in  the  middle  of  the  day.     At  one  o'clock  the  cazaro  examined 
the  coagulation,  and  finding  it  complete,  he  ordered  his  fotto  cazaroi 
to  work  it,  which  he  did,  with  a  flick  armed  with  crofs  wires,  as 
defcribed  In  Annals  of  Agriculture;  this  operation  is,  inftead  of 
cutting  and  breaking  the  curd,  in  the  manner  it  is  done  in  England, 
free  from  the  whey.     When  he  has  reduced  it  to  fuch  a  finenefs  of 
grain  as  fatisfies  the  cazaro,  it  is  left  to  fubfide,  till  the  curd  being 
quite  funk,  the  whey  is  nearly  clear  on  the  furface  ;  then  the  caul- 
dron which  contains  it,  is  turned  back  again  over  the  fire-hearth, 
and  a  quick  fire  made,  to  give  it  the  fcald  rapidly  ;  a  fmall  quanti- 
ty of  finely  powdered  faflPron  added,  the  fotto  cazaro  ftirring  it  all 
the  time  with  a  wired  machine,  to  keep  it  from  burning;  the  cazarcJ 
examined  it,  from   time  to  time,  between  his  fingers  and  thumb, 
to  mark  the  moment  when  the  right  degree  of  folidity  and  firnmefs 
of  grain  is  attained.     The  heat  was  41  deg.  (124^-  Fahrenheit),  but 
it  is  often  44  (iSi-y  Fahrenheit).     When  the  cazaro  finds  it  well 
granulated  by  the  fcalding,  he  orders  his  deputy  to  turn  it  off  the 
fire  ;  and,  as  foon  as  a  certain  degree  of  fubfidence  has  taken  place, 
•  empties  about  three-fourths  of  the  whey,  in  order  the  better  to 
command  the  curd.     He  then  pours  three  or  four  gallons  of  cold 
water  around  the  bottom  of  the  cauldi-on,  to  cool  it  enoiigh   for 
handling  the  curd  ;  then  he  bends  himfelf  into  the  veflel,  in  a  for- 
midable manner,  to  view  it,  refting  his  feet  againil  the  tub  of  whey, 
and  with  his  Imnds  loofens  the  curd  at  bottom,  and  works  it  into 
ene  mafs,  flmuld  it  not  be  fo  already,  that  it  may  lie  conveniently 
for  him  to  flide  the  cloth  under  it,  which  he  does  with  much  appa- 
rent dexterity,  fo  as  to  inclofe  the  whole  in  one  mafs ;  to  enable 
himfelf  to  hoift  it  out  the  eafier,  he  returns  in  the  whey,  and  tak- 
ing out  the  curd,  refts  it  for  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in 
a  tub  to  drain.     The  vat,  in  the  mean  time,  is  prepared  in  a  brop.d 
hoop  of  willow,  with  a  cord  round  to  tighten  it,  and  widens  or 
contrafts  at  pleafure,  according  t,o  the  fize  of  the  cheefc.     Into  thi» 
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rat  the  curd  I?  fixed,  and  the  cloth  folded  over  it  at  top,  and  tucfccd 
in  around.  This  is  placed  on  a  tahle^  flightly  inclining,  tocairy 
off  the  whey  that  drains  from  the  c'hede':' a  round  plank,  th'i'fe^ 
ijTciies'tHick,  ihotf-'with  iron,  like  the' block -wheel"  of  :lbarto<v,  \% 
laid  on  the  cheefe,'iatirf  a  ftone  about  thrice  the  fize  of  a  nian'shead 
on  that,  \uhich  is 'All  the  prefs  ufed  ;  and  there  ends  thfe  ope'ration. 
The  cheefe  of  the  preceding  day  was  in  a  hoop,  without  cinycloth, 
'and  many  others  ("siting  in  different  hoops,  for  thirty'  dr  fortv  days, 
according  to  the  feafon, — thirty  in  fmiimer  and  forty  in  winter. 
'When  done,  thcy  are  fcraped  clean,  anrl  aftef  that  rubbed  and  fufri- 
ed  in  the  magazine  every  day,  and  rubbed  with  a  lit^tle  iintfc'ed-oil 
on  the  coats,  to  be  preferved  from  inlt^ts  of  all  forts;  They  arfe 
never  fold  till  fix  Months  old,  and  the  price  90  hv."".  the  ^oolb  of 
28  oz.  .  "-■    , 

'  The  morning*^  butter-milk  is  then  addfe^  to  the  wKev,  and 
heated,  and'  a;  (h-or^ger  scid  ufed,' for  a  fr6m  coagulation,  to  make 
Vhey-ch€efis;' called  herfe' iTrafi;ho-pinf6.-"Lrrt;le  ones  are 'kept"  in 
M'ooden  cafes,  in'fhe  fmokeof^  the  chimney.*     p.  i§8. 

His  information  refpefting  the  produce  of, jwheat  is  very 
copious.  This  produce  varieS'  fro^i  five  to  iev.en  an^  a  half 
tjm?6  th^  fepd,  generaiiy  .between  five  a^id  fix.  Mr.  Young 
endeavou)-s  to  account  why  a,,  pl^inj  the  richeft;ii)  I^iUrppe, 
fhould  be  fo  mifer;ibly  unpvodp(3;ive  in  every  thing  but  grafs 
and  filk*  The  pvedoniin'ant  caufe,  he  thinks,  muft  be  fought 
for  in  the  fraall  fiirms  occupied  either  by.,p?afant.prpp.rietorSi 
or,  what  is  mora  general,  by  metayers.'  The  coni;luding 
chapter  on  Lombaitdy  contains  a  c\i{rerta;tiai,i  ^n^,  fa^S  ,.re- 
Ipefting  the  encouragement  and  dcprelTion  of  agriculture, 
under  the  heads,  government.)  ■  t<\xatioTiy  tithe,  commerce^ 
population^  prohibitions,  ^2i,nd  prices  of  coinmodities  :  h^t  we 
have  extended  this  article  fo  far,  that  we  can  pnly  resf^r  tlie 
reader  to  this  chapter,  which  is  none  of  theleaft  iniportant, 
and  concludes  with  tiiefe  refleclions  — 

'  It  is  worthy  of  the  reader's  obfervation,  that  the  general  prices 
of'  provifions,  and  of  living,  as  it  may  properly  be  called,  have 
rifen,  perhaps,  as  much  in  Italy,  as  in  any  country  of  Europe  ; 
certainly  mf^'re'than  in  Engknd,  as  I  could  fhew  by  many  details, 
if  thev  were  confiflient  with  the  brevity  of  a  traveller.  A  fa6f  of 
fo  much  importance,  would  admit  of  many  refle6fions  ;  but  I  ftiall 
obferve  ohly,  that  this  fign  of  national  profperity,  (and  I  believe  if 
to  be  one),'isn6t  at  all  confined  to  the  countries  in  the  poffeffionof 
extenfive  manufaftures,  and  a  great  trade,  fince  we  find  it  in  thofe 
that  have  none. 

*  i  (l}all  not  enlarge  upon  it,  but  barely  hint,  that  the  poffeffof 
of  a  landed  eftate  in  Lombardy,  has  raifed  his  rents,  to  the  full,  as» 
much  in  the  laft  ten,  twenty,  thirty^  or  forty  years,  as  his  brother 
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landlord  has  in  England,  who  has  blefTed  himfelf  with  the  notiqp, 
that  mamifaftures  and  commei-cc  have  done  more  for  him,  than  for 
any  other  fimilar  clafs  in  Europe.  It  is  very  common  in  the  Eng- 
iilh  parliament,  to  hear  the  deputies  of  our  tradefmen  expatiate  on 
what  the  immehfe  manufactures  and  commerce  of  England  have 
done  for  the  landed  intercfi:.  One  fa£l  is  worth  an  hundred  afler- 
tions  :  go  to  the  countries  that  pofTefs  neither  fabrics  nor  commerce, 
and  you  will  find  as  great  a  rife  perhaps  in  the  fame  period.' 
p.  301. 

The  account  of  Spain  regards  only  the  vale  of  Aran.  The 
reader  will  find  feme  curious  minutes,  and  fome  ufeful  reflec- 
tions on  the  foil,  culture,  and  cattle.  For  the  few  circum- 
ftances  that  are  given  of  Majorca,  the  author  was  indebted  to 
fome  Spaniards  at  Barcelona  and  Bayonne,  who  had  refided 
many  years  in  it^  They  will,  at  leafl,  ferve  to  point  the  in- 
quiries of  fome  future  traveller.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  princi- 
pal ufe  of  thefe  Travels.  Mr.  Young  no  where  profefies  to 
have  exhaufted  the  fubjeft  :  but  the  materials  he  has  coUedled 
with  indefatigable  care  and  accuracy,  will  probably  lay  the 
foundation  in  thofe  countries  for  an  improved  ftate  of  agri- 
culture, and  confequently  for  an  improved  (late  of  fociety,  by 
diffufing  the  bleffings  of  health  and  induftry  amongll  the  many 
thoufands  who  have  hitherto  fufFered  not  more  by  the  opprei- 
ilon  of  their  rulers,  than  by  the  ignorant  prejudices  of  the 
eftabllftied  fyftems  of  hufbandry.  In  this  view  thefe  two  vo- 
lumes of  Travels  pofTefs  a  real  value  ;  while  they  ftirnifh  rea- 
ders of  all  defcripcions  with  a  fund  of  entertainment,  they 
prefent  a  more  complete  view  of  foreign  agriculture,  than  has 
yet  been  given  to  the  public  in  a  regular  form,  or  could  be 
procured  without  confulting  whole  libraries  of  foreign  agricul- 
tural memoirs  and  journals. 


EJfaySi  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen^  at  Exeter.  $vo.  gs.  Boards* 
Cadell  a«(^  Davies.     1796. 

"E^NGLAND  has  hitherto  produced  few  provincial  focieties 
-^  who  have  communicated  their  fentiments  to  the  world  at 
large,  while  numerous  philofophical  and  literary  aflbciations, 
in  different  cities  of  France,  have  publifhed  coile^fions  which 
have  been  regarded  and  quoted  with  refpe^l.  The  Manchelier 
Society  led  tlie  way  in  this  country  :  and  the  prefent  volume, 
not  profefTedly  formed  on  any  preceding  model,  is  no  difgrace- 
ful  follower  of  their  judicious  Memoirs.  It  is  liifEcult  to  give 
a  general  idea  of  the  contents  of  this  work : — it  is  truly  mif- 
cellaneous,  and  might  be  ftyled  literary  and  philofophical, 
were  there  not  pieces  of  a  lighter  kind,  apparently  intended  as 
Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XVIlI.  Noz-'.  1796.  U  jeu» 
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jeux  d'efprit — the  amufcments  of  the  moment.  In  the  whofe 
colletlion,  we  fee  marks  of  cultivated  minds  ;  and  few  men  of 
education  will  find  thefe  eflays,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, too  abftrufe  for  their  perufal,  or  too  diftant  from  their 
own  acquifitions,  to  require  the  labour  of  fevere  ftudy,  when 
tliey  feek  only  entertainment. 

We  have  always  profefTed  otirfelves  partial  to  eflays,  and 
friendly  to  colleifliona  of  this  kind.  They  difleminate  know- 
ledge, by  their  not  fatiguing  the  indolent  in  the  perufal,  or 
abftracling  the  authors  too  much  from  their  general  avoca- 
tions- To  us,  they  are  peculiarly  pleafing,  for  the  neceffary 
concifenefs  prevents  idle  parade  and  trilling  digreffions.  If  the 
author  of  an  eflay  has  any  fubje(5t,  his  defign  muft  foon  be 
evident : — if  he  has  any  plan,  the  reader  will  readily,  within 
a  fhort  compafs,  comprehend  it.  Numerous  are  the  works  we 
daily  perufe,  where  the  interefling  matter  might  be  com- 
prifed  in  a  fhort  efTay  :  and  we  regret  that  fome  mifcellaneous 
volume  had  not  been  favoured  with  it.  But  it  is  time  to  at- 
tend to  the  work  before  us.  The  Contents  we  fhall  tran- 
fcribe— 

*  I.  Addrefs  to  the  fociety — 11.  Lines  read  at  the  fecond  meeting 
—III.  Vindication  of  the  character  of  Pindar,  with  a  tranflation  of  | 
two  odes — IV.  Some  remarks  on  the  early  population  of  Italy  and 
£urope  — V.  On  fome  of  the  more  remarkable  Britifli  moninnents 
in  Devon — VI.  Hifiorical  outlines  of  falconry — VII.  A  chronolo- 
gical eflay  on  Ptolemy's  mode  of  computation — VIII.  An  eifay  on 
the  contraftion  of  the  Iris,  with  remarks  on  mufcular  contracftion 
•i— IX.  On  the  mythology  and  wordiip  of  the  ferpent — X.  To  the 
gods  of  India  on  the  departure  of  fir  John  Shore— XI.  On  literary 
fame  and  the  hiflorical  characters  of  Shakfpeare — XII.  Curfory 
remarks  on  the  prcient  ftate  of  philofophy  and  fcience — XIII,  Of^ 
fepultiire  in  geiiCral,  and  fepulchral  fingie  ftones  ereft — XIV.  On 
benevolence  and  friendlhip,  as  oppofed  to  principle  —  XV.  Sonnets 
in  blank  verfe— XVI.  An  elfay  on  the  Aramic  eharafter— XVII, 
Reflexions  on  the  con>po(ition  and  decompofition  of  the  atmo- 
fphere,  as  influencing  meteorological  phaenomena — XVIII.  An 
apology  for  the  cliarader  and  condu6l  of  lago—  XIX^  A  Venetian 
flory — XX.  OdetoViftory — XXI.  Some  obfervations  on  Hefiod 
and  Homer,  and  the  fliields  of  Hercirles  and  Achilles — XXII.  On 
the  Valley  of  Stones  and  country  near  Linton — XXIII.  On  lights 
particularly  on  its  combination  and  feparation,  as  a  chemical  princi- 
.  pie — XXIV.  Genius  of  Danmoiiium.'  Anode — XXV.  Threa- 
fonnets — XX  VL  An  apology  for  the  character  and  condiicl:  of  Shy- 
lock.*     p.  vii. 

:  ,   In  a  cautious,  concife  Preface,  we  are  informed  that  thefe 
"  Eflays  were  read  at  the  private  meetings  of  a  fociety  united  by 

friendlhip, 
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friendfhip,  and  publiflied  in  the  order  they  were  offered.  Ar- 
rangement, it  is  true,  would  be  of  little  fervice  ;  yet,  perhaps* 
had  the  editors  diftinguifhed  the  philolophical  from  the  !ite-» 
rar^^,  and  both  from  the  mifcellaneous  papers,  the  colleClioa 
would  have  been  more  pleafing.  They  had  high  authorities 
for  this  mode  in  the-Tranfadlions  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  va- 
rious volumes  of  memoirs  publiflied  on  the  cdnfment;  but 
perhaps  they  aimed  not  fo  high  :  to  provoke  com.parifon 
would  be  injudicious. 

In  a  modeft,  fenfible  addrefs,  we  find  the  various  advan- 
tages of  well-regulated  converfation,  joined  with  occafional 
compofitions,  as  adapted  to  minds  of  different  moulds,  judiciouf- 
ly  difcriminated.  The  firft  prefident,  whofe  name,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  other  members,  is  concealed,  feems  to  lay  down  a 
plan,  which,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  clofely 
follov/ecL  Voluntary  communications,  like  converfation,  m«(t 
find  their  own  level ;  to  obftrudl  the  courfe  of  a  ftream,  would 
render  the  pleafing,  rippling  current,  a  ftagnant  lake,  at  leall 
ufelefs,  fometimes  injurious. 

*  The  Lines  read  at  a  fecond  Meeting,'  are  of  the  lighter 
kind,  defcribing  humoroufly  the  various  affoeiations  from  the 
knights  of  the  round  table,  to  the  fociety  to  which  the  poet 
has  offered  his  tribute.  The  '  honeft  untainted  name,'  it 
feems,  belongs  chiefly,  though  not  exclufively,  to  a  Club — 

'  Not,  that  when  envy,  hate,  or  intereff  binds 
In  fome  purfuit  men's  elfe-difcordant  minds, 
The  fecret  junto  can  with  juftice  claim, 
O  Club!  thy  honeft,  and  untainted  name. 
No  club  is  theirs,  but  bafe  aflbciation, 
Who  meet  to  plan  the  downfal  of  a  ijatino. 
The  Roman  band,  which  Caefar  doom'd  to  die^ 
Call  not  a  club,  but  bold  confpiracy. 
The  Scythian  dames,  colleagued  mankind  to  drubj 
Was  a  moft  foul  cabal,  but  not  a  club. 
When  thieves  afTociate,  or  banditti  join, 
:  Theirs  is  a  gang,  no  club,  nor  theme  of  mine. 

That  coneourfe  to  a  different  purpofe  tends  ; 
To  feftive,  friendly,  or  inftruftive  ends. 
To  fpecify  them  more  there's  llrtle  need  ; 
All  here  concentrate — therefore  I'll  proceed.'     p.  lo. 

*  A  Vindication  of  the  charaQer  of  Pindar,'  with  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  eleventh  Pythian,  and  the  fevSnth  Iffhmian  ode, 
follows.  The  tranflations  arc  bold  and  energetic.  The  ob- 
je6l  of  the  notes  is  to  flaow  that  Pindar  has  been  unjuftly  ac- 
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cufed  of  being  mercenary  in  the  diftribution  of  his  praifesj 
and  that,  from  a  careful  examination  of  thefe  odes,  on  which 
the  charge  has  been  founded,  the  conclufion  is  by  no  means 
fiipportefi.  We  confidcr  this  as  a  very  abb  and  judicious 
eflay  :  and  we  regret,  that,  from  the  unconne£led  form  of 
notes,  perhaps  alfo  from  their  being  extended  a  little  too  far, 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  make  any  advantageous  extract. 

The  third  eflay  is  on  a  fubjeft  very  extenfive,  and  we  cannot 
cxcufe  the  author  for  his  choice. — It  is  on  the  early  population 
of  Europe,  and  particularly  of  Italy.  It  contains  fome  remarks 
on  the  great  migration  in  the  early  ages  to  the  Weft,  fo  judici- 
oufly  explained  by  Mr.  Pinkerton,  feemingly  with  a  defign  to 
derive  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  and  the  adjoining  territory  from 
Greece,  and  the  Grecians  and  their  language  from  Afia.  If  this 
was  the  writer's  obje£l,  he  has  not  explained  it  very  clearly,  or 
fupported  it  very  dextroufly.  Many  of  the  incidental  obferva- 
tions  are  judicious ;  and  fome  of  the  parts,  which  may  per- 
haps be  ftyled  digrelhve,  difplay  an  extent  of  knowledge,  and 
an  ardour  of  invcftigation.  In  thefe  the  principal  objett  feems 
occafionally  lofl :  on  the  whole,  however,  the  eflay  is  enter- 
taining and  occafionally  interelling.  The  glance  of  Celtic 
manners  in  the  early  inhabitants  of  Italy,  is  curious,  and  dc- 
ierves  to  be  farther  extended. 

The  '  Eflay  on  fome  of  the  more  remarkable  BrltilTi  Monu- 
ments in  Devon'  is  illuftrated  with  plates.  1  he  monuments 
defcribed  are  theCromiech,— theLoganftone, —  Lhc  rock-bafon, 
— and  the  barrow  on  Haldown,  '>vith  the  urn  found  in  it.  This 
eflay  is  of  the  lighter  and  more  pleafing  call,  not  without  marks 
of  genius  and  claifical  knowledge.  The  plates  are  light  tinted  etch- 
ings, well  adapted  to  the  objefts  they  are  intended  to  reprefent. 

*  Hi.n^orical  Outlines  of  Falconry,'  follow.  Thefe  arc 
amufing  from  the  number  of  quotations  from  diiTcrent  writers, 
particularly  our  early  poets  ;  but  we  do  not  perceive  that  they 
greatly  illuftrate  the  author's  objeft.  As  hawking  was  an 
eaftern  fport,  and,  as  we  feemingiy  enjoyed  it  when  the  in- 
tervening nations  were  utterly  unacquainted  with  it,  the  au- 
thor thinks  that  Great  Britain  muil  have  been  peopled  from 
the  Eaft.  W"e  have  heard  much  cf  the  idle  talc  of  an  Arme- 
nian origin  ;  and  v/e  arc  forry  to  find  it  has  expatiated  beyond 
its  firft  confines.  This  fociety,  like  others  of  greater  note, 
has  not  difclaimed  adopting,  in  general,  the  opinions  of  indi- 
vidual members ;  but  we  trull  the  infection  has  not  yet  been 
general :  and  that  an  Armenian  origin,  except  what  is  now 
admitted  refpecling  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Europe,  will 
not  be  heard  of,  except  with  the  ftory  of  prince  Madoc  and 
the  Trojan  Brutus.  It  is  necefTary  to  obferve  on  this,  fubjedl, 
that  having  traced  hawking  up   to  the  Saxons,  the  author  ' 
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malces  one  bold  ilep  farther,  and,  reRing  on  the  fhoulders  of 
the  equivocal  Offian,  rifes  to  the  Britous..  This  key-ftone  of 
Lis  arch  has  no  greater  folidity. 

V  A  Chronological  EfTay  on  Ptolemy's  Mode  of  Computa- 
tion' is  a  very  able  and  judicious  work,  but  too  deep,  too 
elaborate,  for  general  readers.  We  confider  it  as  a  veal  im- 
provement, as  it  gives  greater  folidity  to  hiftcrical  inveftiga- 
tions.  The  great  object  of  the  author  is  to  fliov/  that 
Ptolemy  always  afcribes  the  year  of  a  king's  death  to  his  fac- 
celTor  ;  and  with  this  clue  he  unravels  all  the  difficulties,  and 
clears  all  the  inconhflencies,  which  have  been  imputed  to  the 
celebrated  cano;i  of  the  chronologifl.  The  pofition  is  not  fup- 
portcd  by  declamation,  but  by  a  rigorous  computation,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  canon,  where  the  obfcurity  is  enlightened 
by  the  torch  of  hiftory.  The  efTay  concludes  with  feme  (hort 
remarks  on  tlie  canon,  to  facilitate  its  ufe  and  comprehenuon, 
as  well  as  on  theNabonaffhvean  xra,which  Ptolemy  has  adopted'. 
The  following  efiay  we  confider  alfo  as  an  addition  io  the 
')ck,  not  merely  to  the  biilk  of  fcience.  It  is  on  the  iris — - 
-  clemonilrative  of  the  effefts  of  that  membrane  on  the  pupil, 
with  fome  obfervations  which  lead  to  a  new  theory  of  mufcu- 
cular  motion.'  The  obfervations  on  the  dilation  and  con- 
•  :a£lion  of  the  iris  deferve  to  be  more  generally  known — 

'  Fibres  ap;-e:;r  in  tlie  iris  in  great  numbers,  and  thefe  feem  to 
Miftitute  the  whoie  of  that  membrane,  are  of  a  white  colour,  are 
aced  in  a  radiated  direftion,   and  terminate  in  a  beautiiul  circular 
inge,  which  iorms  the  boundary  of  the  pupil. 
I      '    Upon  brinoincr  the  candle  near  the  eve,  we  mav  obferve  foon 
afier  the  admillion  of  the  light,  an  alteration  taking   place  in  the 
'ris,  and  the  pupil  de.reafes  in  proportion  as  the  iris  increales  in 
•Meadth. 
i       '  But  if  the  light  be  removed  to  a  greater  diftance,  the  pupil  foon 
increafes,  owing  to  the  diminution  of  the  breadth  of  the  iris.   Thefe 
emotions   of  the   iris  do  not  take  place  in  the  fame  inftant  that  the 
■Am  is  admitted  or  excluded,  for  it  takes  fufficient  time  to  mark 
tae  periods  by  a   flop  watch.     When  the  pupil  is  diminifhed  the 
'  hite  fibres  of  the  iris,  (u'hich  are  blood  veffels,  for  they   become 
^  i  a  red  colour  in  our  fubtile  injections  c>f  the  iris,  which  are  co- 
'Oured    with   vermilion,)  are  nearly   rectilinear.     On  the  contrary, 
'••>  hen  the  pupil  is  dilated  the  white  fibres  form   ferpentine  lines. 
Thefe  facts  being  prcmifed,  I   fhall  next  endeavour  to  explain  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  curious  and  important  phienom.ena  are  ef- 
fected. 

'  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  blood  veficls  of  the  retina  and  choroide 
coats,  the  hrft  of  which  is  tranfparent,  are  capable  <-f  being  flimu- 
lated  by  light  ;  or  in  otlier  words  that  the  light  caufci.  a  greater  deri- 
vation of  blocd  to  the  fanguiferous  fyllem  of  the  parts,  forming  the 
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internal  camera  of  the  eye;  and  as  the  blood  veflels  of  the  iris  and 
choroide  coats  arife  from  the  fame  trunks  and  anaflomofc  freely  to- 
gether ;  it  follows,  tliat  in  proportion  as  more  blood  is  derived  to 
the  retina  and  choroide  coats  ;  that  the  iris  will  receive  lefs  blood 
during  the  time  that  the  light  pafTes  in  great  quantities  through  the 
pupil,  and  this  will  increafe  the  bre^idth  of  the  iris,  by  the  blood 
vefTels  being  abfoliitcly  ihortened,  but  lengthened  in  the  diredioa 
of  right  lines. 

*  On  the  contrary,  wlien  there  is  lefs  light,  the  iris  will  receive  a 
greater  quantity  of  blood,  and  the  velTels  of  this  membrane  will 
form  Terpentine  lines ;  and  althou;^h  the  velTels  are  abfolutely 
lengthened,  yet  in  the  fame  proportion  as  they  are  abfolutely  length- 
ened, they  are  fhortened  in  riglit  lines,  the  iris  is  diminiilied  in 
breadth,  and  the  pupil  confequently  dilated.'     p.  201. 

Mufcular  motion   is  fuppofed  to  depend  on  this  ferpentine '] 
efFe£l,  on  the  mufcular  fibres;  for  as  thefe  fibres,  orfmall  ar* 
teries,  are  coniie£led  to  each  other  by  reticular  fubltance  late- 
rally ;  and  as  their  arese  are  increafed  both  in  length  and  dia- 
meter, they  mufl  be  necclTarily  fhortened  by  diftenfion.     In 
more  than  one  part  of  this  volume,  we  have  regretted  that  the 
n^me  of  the  author  is  not  mentioned.     In  this  eflay  it  is  of 
the  greatell  importance  :  for,  if  the  experiments  and  obferva- 
tions  are  really  thofe  of  a  man  well  converfant  with  his  fubje<St, 
and  confequently  aware  of  the  many  appearances  which  would 
miflead  the  unwary,  we  (hould  place  great  dependance  on  the 
conclufion.  We  have  examined  the  eflay  with  particular  care, 
and  find  marry  marks  of  acutenefs  and  knowledge  ;  nor  have  8 
we   much  hefitation  in  attributing  it  to  an   able   anatomift.  ' 
The  letters  fubjoined  (but  thefe  feem  fometimes  intended  to  j 
miflead)  are  J.  S. — If  they  are  in  any  inllance  initials,  we,f 
could  eafily  guefs  at  the  author. 

The  '  Remarks  on  the  Mythology  and  Worfhip  of  the 
Serpent'  are  curious,  without  any  particular  novelty.  They 
ihow  the  great  extent  of  the  ferpent  worfhip,  and  mention  the 
numerous  legends  conne£l:ed  with  it,  in  very  diftant  countries, 
and  at  seras  very  remiOte.  We  perceive  the  author  of  this 
eflay  leaning  to  the  common  idea  of  deriving  the  arts,  &c. 
from  Egypt ;  while  the  author  of  the  paper  on  the  population 
of  Europe  fecms  to  lean  to  the  modern  opinion  of  an  Afiatic 
origin. 

The  '  Addrefs  to  the  Gods  of  India  on  the  Departure  of  Sir 
John  Shore,  and  Mr.  H.  Cornifli,'  fcems  a  pleafing  tribute  to 
friendfliip.  The  Indian  mythology  appears  familiar  to  the 
poet  ;  and  Idra,  Rembha,  and  Carticeya,  are  not  lefs  appro- 
priated to  their  different  offices,  than  the  ^olus,  Venus,  or 
Mars  of  the  Grecians.     We  fhall  extra(Sl  a  few  lines — 
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*■  On  Meru's  haljow.ed  .cliffs  which ihine 
With  all  the  treafures  of  the  mine, 
The  diamond,  ar.d  the  flaming  ore, 
Thee  iniohtv  Idra,  I  adore! 
The  genii  of  the  air  enchain. 
Oh  !    every  fickly  blaft  reftraln, 
Let  clouds  and  ftorms  thy  bounty  prove, 
And  teem  with  health  for  thofe  I  love  ! 

'  Thy  faces  fix  — thy  eyes  of  pride, 
Twelve-handed  Carticeya,  hide ! 
Or  over  diitant  regions  wield  • 
Thy  javehn  fliarp,   and  maffy  fliield  ! 
Urge  thv  pernicious  bird  afar, 
Nor  fnock  my  friends  v.ith  favage  war!'      p.  235. 

The  efTay  v/hich  follows,  relates  toShakfpeare  ;  but  as  there 
are  two  or  three  others  of  a  fimilar  nature,  thefe,  with  the 
philofophical  and  remaining  eflays,  we  fliall  confider  together 
in  our  next  number.  Indeed  the  (hort  time  fince  the  work 
has  been  i\\  our  hands,  prevents  us  from  going  fart«ier.  We 
cannot,  ho-i^ever,  conclude  this  article  without  again  exprcfT- 
ing  a  wifli  that  the  names  may  no  longer  be  concealed  ;  though 
they  '  add  nt>  importance  to  truth,'  they  give  authenticity  to 
fa£ls  ;  though  they  do  not  '  fan£l:ion  error,'  they  give  an  ad- 
ditional fiipporc  tp  obfcrvation.  We  reft  with  more  .confidence 
on  philofophical  remarks,  when  we^have  reafon  to  believe  the 
author  capable  of  difcrimination,  and  aware  of  .the  various 
errors  which  may  midead  the  unwary. 

(Tc  be  conlifiued.) 

Objcyvations  on  ihe  Seats  and  Caufes  of  Difeafes  :  tllnjirated  by 
the  Dijjctlions  of  the  late  Profejj'or  Morgagni  of  Padua.  By 
yames  Hamilton^  fun,  M.  D,  Vol.  I.  Svo.  6s.  6d.  Boards. 
Robinfons.     1795- 

'T^HE  labours  of  the  celebrated  Morgagni  in  exploring  the 
'■•  feats  and  caufes  of  difeafe  have  been  long  held  in  high 
eftimation  by  prailitioners  of  the  healing  art,  as  containing  a 
feries  of  valuable  and  interelling  medical  fa(5ls.  The  diflec- 
tion  of  dead  bodies,  for  the  purpofe  of  afceriaining  morbid 
appearances,  if  properly  conneeied  with  the  hiftory  of  fymp- 
toms  which  previoully  marked  the  diforders  that  deftroyed  the 
patients,  is  unqueftionably  important  both  in  a  praftical 
point  of  view,  and  as  tending  to  extend  the  bounds  of  the 
fcience  of  medicine. 

It  was  by  fojiowlng  this  ufeful  plan,  that  the  learned  and 
induflrious  profeilbr  of  Fadua  augmented  our  knowledge  of 
•the  nature  of  difeafes. 
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The  writings  of  this  accurate  obferver,  in  the  opinion  of 
our  author,  are,  however,  in  feme  parts,  incumbered  with 
unncceflary,  if  not  ufelcfs  details  ;  it  is  therefore  the  defign  of 
Dr.  Hamilton,  in  the  prefcnt  undertaking,  to  render  them 
more  clear  and  ufeful  by  ftripping  them  of  this  portion  of  un- 
interefting  matter. 

The  principles  by  which  the  do£lor  has  been  guided  in  the 
execution  of  his  plan,  are  thefe — 

'  To  retain  only  the  facfts  witnefTed  by  Morgagni,  or, his  pre- 
ceptor Valfalva,  or  that  feem  eftabliflied  on  unequivocal  authori.y 
— to  new  arrange  the  whole — to  prefix  to  each  colleftiun  of  tafes, 
a  view  of  the  general  fymptoms,  and  feat  of  the  difeafe  — and,  to 
add  obfervations  on  the  caufes,  and  remarks  on  the  hifloties,  Re- 
tailed.'    p.  xi. 

In  fixing  upon  a  proper  and  fuitable  arrangement,  the  edi- 
tor feems  to  have  had  fome  trouble  and  difficulty  j  he  has, 
however,  followed  that  of  Macbridc,  as  being  moft  analogous 
to  that  of  Morgagni,  and  befl  adapted  to  his  facls- 

Difeafes  are  confequently  divided  into  univerfal,  local,  fex- 
ua],  and  infantile. 

As  a  tranflator,  the  do£lor  properly  apologifes  for  fome  li- 
berties that  he  has  taken  with  the  original,  fuch  as  the  omifTion 
of  dates,  names,  &• .  and  the  bringing  together  of  detached 
portions  of  different  hiflories  of  cafes. 

On  what  refpedls  the  illuflrations  and  additions  of  the  edi- 
tor, the  following  pafTage  is  fufficiently  explicit  — 

'  The  hiftory  of  the  general  fymptoms  of  each  difeafe,  prefixed 
to  the  refpeftive  cafes,  has  been  compiled  with  care  from  fuch 
fources  as  feemed  moft  authentic;  and  to  thefe  proper  references 
are  made. 

'  The  obfervations  on  the  caufes  of  difeafes,  comprehend  the 
moft  n.-'iHern  opinions ;  and  with  thefe  the  ideas  of  Morgagni  are 
occafionrliv  incorporated.  In  this  part  of  the  work  the  editor  has 
endeavoured  to  fay  much  in  very  few  words ;  and  on  that  account 
has  avoided  all  minute  reafoning,  and  h-.s  contented  himfeif  with 
ftating  only  the  chief  arguments  on  every  fubjeft.  Where  he  has 
difTented  from  others,  he  has  exprelTed  himfeif  concifely,  and  he 
hopes  with  becoming  diffidence.  In  treating  of  the  caufes  of  dif- 
eaies,  he  has  always  wiQied  rather  to  difcover  the  deliberation  of  a 
ifound  judgement,  than  to  difplay  the  fportings  of  a  Uvely  imagin- 
ation. Though  by  the  latter,  the  ignorant  and  unwary  may  be 
dazzled  into  admiration ;  it  is  upon  the  former  alone,  that  the  ex- 
perienced and  cautious  will  be  inclined  to  depend. 

♦  The  remarks  he  has  added  to  the  cafes,  being  confined  ftri£lly 
to  the  explanation  of  the  refpeftive  difeafes,  are  neceflarily  very 
fliort  in  the  vuluuie  now  ofFeied.     In   the  fubfequent  part  of  the 
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work,  references  to  many  of  the  cafes  are  occafionally  made,  and 
additional  obfervations  upon  them  are  introduced.'     p.  xiv. 

This  is  the  outline  of  Do£lor  Hamilton's  plan  ;  but  how 
far  modern  do£lrines  and  reafonings  in  medicine  can  be 
fuccefsfully  applied  in  illuftrating  and  explaining  the  valuable 
truths  contained  in  the  writings  of  prorellbr  Morgagni,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  determine.  In  the  prefent  volume  Doctor  Hamil- 
ton only  confiders  fevers  and  inflammations. 

We  fhall  make  a  few  remarks  on  each,  in  order  to  fliow  the 
manner  in  which  the  editor  has  executed  his  undertaking. 
After  premifing  a  few  obfervations  In  explanation  of  the  terms 
made  ufe  of  to  exprefs  the  different  caufes  of  difeafe,  in 
which  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  thing  new,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  the  continued  inflammatory  fever.  The  hlftory  of 
the  fymptoms  which  denote  the  prefence  of  this  fever  is  chiefly 
drawn  from  the  writings  of  Junker,  Lommius,  and  a  few 
others  of  the  fame  date.  It  is  tolerably  correal:,  and  given 
with  fufhcient  clearnefs  ;  but  there  do  not  feem  to  be  any 
additions  to  what  was  previoufly  known  concerning  the  dif- 
eafe. 

In  illuftration  of  the  nature  of  this  fever,  ten  cafes,  with 
their  diffedlions,  are  derailed  from  Morgagni.  From  thefe- 
the  dodtor  concludes,  that  the  exiftence  of  inflammatory  fe- 
ver, as  he  has  defcribed  it,  is  fully  demonitrated.  Thofe 
pradlitioners  who  have  paid  particular  attention  to  this  fub- 
jedi,  will  probably  not  be  fo  fully  convinced. 

On  the  proximate  caufe  of  fever,  Dot^or  Hamilton  has  in- 
troduced different  obfervations.  He  thinks  '  that  the  theories 
refpeiling  the  proximate  caufe  of  fever,  which  have  lately 
prevailed,  do  not  explain  that  of  inflammatory  fever.' 

But  though  the  editor  objefts  to  the  theories  of  Boerhaave 
and  Cullen,  as  being  unfatisfaftory,  he  does  not   appear,  to. 
have  fubftituted  any  thing  better  in  their  place.    The  obferva-  , 
tions  or  hints  which  he  has  fubjoined,  are  neither  new  nor 
important :  they  are  in  the  mouth  of  every  tvro.  ^ 

On  typhus  fever,  the  doctor  is  more  full.     The  fymptoms!?. 
which  characlerife  this  difeafe,  are  accurately  detailed  from  . 
Huxham.     The  yellow  fever  is  alfo  arranged,  and  perhaps 
properly,  under  this  head.     Its  fymptoms  are  minutely  de- 
fcribed from  Warren,  Blanc,  Rufh,  and  a  few  other  writers 
on  tropical  difeafes. 

It  is  concluded  from  the  whole  of  this  defcription —     . 

'  That  the  efTential  charafiei-s  of  typhus  are,  impaired  energy  of 
the  brain,  confiderable  proftration  of  flrength,  irregular  adion  of 
tlie  vafcular  fyfi-em,  and  a  deranged  ftate  of  the  chylopoeric  vifcera. 
This  definition,  however,  is  neither   fo  accurate  nor   lb   fatisfac- 
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tory  as  could  be  wiflied;  yet  it  is  not  eafy,  nor  perhaps  in  the  pre- 
ieiit  iiTipertec^  ftate  of  phyfiology  polTible,  to  form  a  better  one 
from  the  hiftory  of  the  fyiuDroins  alone. 

'  Typhus  therefore  differs  from  fynocha  in  one  of  the  great  effen- 
tial  charafters  ;  namely,  impaired  energy  of  the  brain.  It  differs 
too  in  feveral  other  particulars  refpc6liiig  the  fymptoms ;  as,  in  be- 
ing preceded  by  languor  and  iiftledhefs,  in  being  attended  with  a 
weak  pulfe,  &c.  and  in  being  protrafted  to  a  longer  period, 

'  The  feat  of  the  difeafe  in  typhus  has  not  yet  been  clearly  afcer- 
tained.  Every  })arl  of  the  fyftem  is  affefted ;  the  powers  both  of 
tiie  body  and  mind  are  deranged  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
whether  one  part  be  afrefted  before  the  others,  and  whether  the 
derangement  of  one  part  depend  upon  or  be  unconnefted  with  that 
of  others.'     p.  47. 

After  elucidating  the  nature  of  typhus  fever  by  a  detail  of 
cafes  and  dlflc£lions  from  Morgagni,  which  feem  to  be  fe]e6):- 
ed  with  tolerable  judgment,  he  comes  to  the  caufes,  on  which 
there  feems  to  be  nothing  omitted  that  has  been  mentioned  by 
modern  writers  on  this  complaint.  The  editor  has  not,  how- 
ever, extended  our  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  this  fatal  dif- 
order  by  the  addition  of  any  nev/  matter. 

Intermittent  fevers  are  confidered  with  equal  attention  in 
what  refpedls  their  hiftory.  The  difl"e£lions  of  Morgagni 
here,  however,  afforded  little  afTiflance.  They  fhow  nothing 
with  regard  to  the  caufe  of  thefe  difeafes. 

In  his  obfervations  the  doiior  is  here  unufually  copious  ; 
but  though  he  has  prefented  us  with  a  clear  view  of  what  has 
been  done  by  others,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  fupplied 
much  new  information  from  his  own  experience. 

The  obfervations  on  he£tic  fever  extend  to  a  confiderable 
length,  without  affording  much  novelty,  either  in  refpedl  to  the 
caufe  or  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

In  the  fecond  chapter  we  come  to  inflammations.  This 
part  is  begun  by  fome  general  obfervations  refpeftlng  the 
caufes  of  the  different  phenomena  of  inflammation.  The  edi- 
tor fhates  feveral  circumftances  which  have  been  noticed  by 
Doclor  Smyth,  as  caufing  differences  with  regard  to  the  phas- 
nomena  of  inflammation.  The  flate  of  the  veffels  that  con- 
ftitute  the  difeafe,  he  fuppofes,  has  a  confiderable  fhare  in 
changing  the  appearances  of  inflammation. 

In  the  editor's  remarks  on  the  caufes  of  inflammation,  wc 
meet  with  nothing  particularly  deferving  of  notice.  The 
proximate  caufe  has  long  been  involved  in  difficulty,  and 
Dodtor  Hamilton  has  not  cleared  it  away.  The  opinion  of 
Mr.  Latta  did  not  deferve  to  have  been  examined  with  any 
minutenefs. 

We  (hail  pafs  over  the  accounts  of  Phrenitis  and  Cynanche 

Tonfillaris, 
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Tonfillaris,  in  order  to  infert  the  editor's  remarks  on  the  nu- 
merous cafes  which  he  has  felefted  from  Morgagni,  in  expla- 
nation of  the  nature  of  pneumonia.  Thefe,  with  the  paflages 
that  have  been  already  extracted,  will  afford  a  tolerably  corredt 
iUea  of  the  nature  of  the  work — 

*  In  thefe  cafes,  the  various  degrees  of  the  feversl  fatal  termina- 
tions of  pneumonic  iuliammation  are  very  accurately  pointed  out. 
Thus,  in  the  firfi:  ten  cafes,  inflammatian  and  induration  of  the 
fubfiauce  of  the  furfice  of  the  lungs  are  e^ihibited.  In  the  two 
following  ones,  the  pericardium  and  pleura,  inveiting  the  libs  had 
alio  been  inflamed,  ).\i'\<}\  the  inflammation  had  there  terminated  io 
effufion.  From  the  fourteenth  to  the  twenty-fourth,  both  inclufive^ 
the  various  oradations  in  etfufions  within  the  fubilanceof  the  luncrs. 
from  bloody  ferum  t>)  perfeft  pus,  are  well  marked.  The  fucceed- 
ing  caies  as  far  as  the  thiriy-eighth,  are  inrtar.*es  of  empyema  ex- 
iting, either  fimply  or  combined,  with  exudation  from  the  furface 
of  the  pericardium.  Empyema  and  vomica  were  joined  in  the  fol- 
lowing eight  cafes.  The  forty- fifth  and  forty- fixth,  are  examples 
of  bloody  extravafations  within  the  thorax  ,  and  the  four  lafr  cafes 
feem  to  dievv  the  progreffive  ftages  of  gangrene. 

'  The  obfervations  already  offered  refpecting  the  phenomena  of 
inflammation,  render  it  unnecefTary  to  introduce  anv  e.xtended  re- 
marks in  tftis  place. 

,  '  The  hiftories  of  the  firff  ten  cafes  prove,'  that  a  degree  Gi  in- 
fiammation  in  the  lungs,  which  in  many  other  parts  could  not  be 
produdive  of  much  injury  to  the  fyllem,  occafions  fatal  event. 

'  T  he  induration  of  the  fubitance  of  thofe  organs,  it  has  been  al- 
ready alleged,  is  owing  to  many  of  the  vellels  diflributed  over  the 
air  cells  being  dillended  with  blood  :  but  it  is  probable  that  fome 
other  circumftance  concurs ;  for  in  that  fiate  their  fubftance  is  as 
compaft  and  heavy  as  that  of  the  liver,  and,  like  it  too,  exhibits  a 
fmooth  fhining  furface  when  cut  into. 

*  In  the  firft  cafe,  although  deliriurh  had  taken  place,  there  was 
no  inflammation  within  the  cranium. 

'  The  feventeenth  cafe  affords  an  inftance  of  the  general  fatality 
ef  acute  difeafes  during  pregnancy.  Under  fuch  circumftances  it 
commonly  happens  that  abortion  precedes  thte  fatal  event  :  but  this 
furnifhes  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

'  Cafe  eighteenth  contains  the  hiftory  of  a  patient  who  died  from 
pneum.onia,  which  was  in  the  winter  of  1738  epidemic  at  Padua, 
efpecially  in -fome  convents  of  nuns.  Morgagni  feems  to  hint  that 
the  difeafe  was  deemed  contagious :  but  he  aflerts,  as  a  proof  of 
the  contrary,  not  only  that  it  was  not  conmnmicated  to  the  attend- 
ants of  the  fick,  but  alfo  that  all  who  were  aife£ted  had  a  previous 
difpofition  to  pneumonic  inflammation. 

*  The  twenty-hfth  cafe  is  an  example  of  cynanche  terminating 
in  pncunionia. 
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'  The  fymptoms  of  the  thirty-firfl.  cafe  rtfcniblcd  fo  much  thofe 
of  inflammation  of  the  liver,  that  Valfalva,  after  confiderable  he(i- 
tation,  conchided  it  to  be  that  diTcale.  He  was  led  to  form  this 
conclufion  from  there  being  no  fymptoms  diflincTrly  charafterifing 
pneumonia,  and  from  the  patient  conf^autly  pointing  with  his  own 
hand  lo  the  region  of  the  Uver  as  the  feat  of  the  pain.  It  nnifl  be 
allowed  that  every  fymptom  of  hepatitis  was  prefent,  except  the 
pain  jn  the  clavicle  or  fljoulder,  which  alone  in  this  inflance  might 
have  fliewn  that  there  was  no  inflammation  of  the  liver.  At  the 
fame  time  cafes  of  pneumonia  may  01  cur,  attended  even  by  this 
iVmptom.  Fortunately  the  praftice  in  both  cafes,  being  nearly  the 
lame,  is  not  very  materially  influenced  by  the  diftinftion  of  the 
difcafes. 

'  In  feven  cafes,  viz,  the  eighth,  ninetetnth,  twenty-fourth, 
forty-fecond,  forty-third,  forty-fifth,  and  forty-eighth,  feme  of  the 
contents  of  the  abdomen  were  inflamed.  Whether  tiiis  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  an  accidental  circumftance,  or  as  the  confequence  of 
iympathy,  remains  to  be  determined.'     p.  319. 

After  this  view  of  the  work,  we  may  obferA'C,  that,  as  a 
tranflator,  the  editor  appears  to  have  executed  his  talk  with 
futlicient  perfpicuity  and  corre£lnefs.  In  a  few  inllances  he 
has,  however,  perhaps  followed  the  Latin  idiom  too  clofely- 

On  ihe  utility  of  the  compilation,  it~is  not  (o  eafy  to  form 
an  exact  opinion.  If,  however,  it  be  allowed  that  the  fatSts 
recorded  in  the  writings  of  Morgagni,  alone  couftitate  the 
valuable  and  ufeful  part  of  his  works,  doctor  Hamilton's 
undertaking  muft  be  important,  as  bringing  them  into  clcar^ 
and  diftinct  points  of  view. 

There  are,  lioM'ever,  thofe,  we  have  no  doubt,  who  confi- 
der  other  parts  of  the  labours  of  this  clinical  inquirer  as  highly 
jnterelting  •,  readers  of  this  call  will  unqueitionably  confult 
the  original,  rcgardJefs  of  the  load  of  '  unintereiling  matter  ' 
with  which  it  may  be  encumbered.  In  lhi5rt,  as  the  hiilories 
cf  particular  cafes  of  difeafe  too  frequently  fuggeft  different 
conciafions  to  different  obfervers,  it  is  probably  the  moft  fafe 
plan  for  praititioners  to  depend  upon  their  own  judgment. 


Jidufa  Etonenfes :  feu  Carm'inum  DcleHwi  nunc  primum  in 
lucem  editus.  3  Vols,  in  'Two,  S'vo.  Fine  Paper-^  1/.  6i. 
Common,  ic^s.     Pote.      ■•795- 

TN  the  eleventh  of  Fitzofborne's  letters,  the  author,  fpeak- 
■*•  ing  of  *  every  man  vi'ho  fets  up  for  a  poet  in  a  dead  lan- 
guage,' remarks,  that  *  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  propriety,  he 
muft  not  only  be  fure  that  every  Jingle  word  which  he  ufes,  is 
authorifed  by  the  beft  writers ;  but  he  mutt  not  even  venture 
to  throw  thc;n  cut  of  that  particular  combinatipn,  ia  which 

he 
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he  finds  them  Gonne£iecl ;  otherwlfe  he  may  fall  intd  the  mofl: 
barbarous  folecifms.  To  explain  my  meaning  by  an  ini^ance 
from  modern  language  :  the  French  words,  arcne  and  rive^ 
are  both  to  be  met  with  in  their  approved  authors  ;  and  yet  if 
a  foreigner,  unacquainted  with  the  niceties  of  that  'aTH-ua"'e, 
fhould  take  the  liberty  of  bringing  thefe  two  words  tcether, 
as  in  the  verfe — 

'  Sur  la  y'r-'S  dnficwve  amajfant  de  V^rer.e^ 

he  would  be  expofed  to  the  ridicule,  not  only  of  the  critics, 
but  of  the  mod  ordinary  mechanic  in  Paris.  For  the  idiom 
of  the  French  tongue  will  not  admit  /Jo-  la  rhe  du  Jieiive,  but 
requires  the  phrafey/^r  le  bord de  la  riviere  \  and  they  never  fay, 
amajjer  dc  rarcne,  but  du  Jable.  The  fame  obfervation  may 
be  extended  to  all  languages  living  or  dead.' 

To  this  objeftion  the  anfwer  is  obvious  and  brief.  If  thefe 
folecifms  can  be  detected,  they  may  be  avoided  ;  if  it  be  Im- 
polhble  to  detccl  them,  in  what  refpe6t  can  they  detradl  from 
the  merit  of  a  compofition  ?  De  rebus  non  apparentibttSy  et 
non  exljlcnt'ibns^  eadem  eji  railo^  is  an  undeniable  maxim  in 
poetry  as  well  as  law.  A  new  combination,  not  inconfiilent 
with  the  laws  of  univerfal  grammar,  can  be  ofFenfive  to  thofe 
only  who  have  been  accuflomed  from  earlicft  childhood 
to  a  different  mode  of  exprcffion  ;  and  even  then  it  would 
fcarcely  excite  ridicule^  except  from  '  the  moil  ordinary 
mechanics.' 

In  order,  therefore,  to  eftablifh  the  folidity  of  the  objeilicn, 
•we  muftfuppofe  the  poem  recited  by  necromantic  art  before  a 
party  of  old  Romans,— a  circumftance,  we  hope,  not  to  be 
dreaded  in  this  chiftum  country.  The  works  of  Lucan,  Sta- 
tius,  and  Claudian,  more  frequently  than  thofe  of  Vida  or 
Fracaftorius,  exhibit  words,  and  combinations  of  words, 
unuuthorifed  by  the  writers  of  the  Auguftan  age.  Admitting 
the  thoughts  and  imagery  to  be  poetical,  the  veifification  cor- 
recl  and  harmonious,  and  tliat  the  new  combinations  occafion 
!io  obfcurity ;  why  then  (hould  we  perufe  a  modern  Latin  poem 
with  Icfs  pieafure  than  the  poem*  of  Lucan,  Staiius,  or  Clau- 
dian .'' — The  many  who  are  competently  acquainted  with  the 
Latin  and  Greek,  but  underlLand  uo  living  language  except 
their  own,  will  rejoice  that  they  can  read  the  hiilorical  com- 
pofitions  of  Orofius,  and  the  exquifne  eiTuftons  of  Flaminius, 
Poiitian,  Strada,  and  the  Jefuits  Cafimir  and  Fr.  Marfy,  with- 
out previou/ly  waiting  the  hours  *.  of  life's  brief  day*  in  ac- 
quiring the  Italian,  Portuguefc,  French,  and  Polilh  languages. 
We  recollecl  that  when  we  firft  r.-:ad  Dobfon's  unrivalled  tranf- 
lation  of  the  Paradife  Loft,  we  tranfported  ourfelves,  in  the 
cnthufiafm  of  national  pride,  to  the  foreign  univerfities,  and 
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conceived  fome  unfledged  Schlllen  or  Klopftock,  devouring 
with 

'  An  eager  wond'ring  and  perturb'd  delight,' 

which  would  make  Virgil  and  Horace  tame  and  tedious. 

Tlie  author  ot  Fitzolboruc's  Letters  adds, — '  an  ordinary  ge- 
nius, indeed,  may  be  humbly  contented  to  purfue  words 
through  indexes  and  dictionaries,  and  tamely  borrow  phrafes 
from  Horace  and  Virgil;  but  could  the  elevated  fenfe  of 
Milton  have  inglorioufly  fubmitted  to  lower  the  force  and 
majefty  of  the  moil  exalted  and  nervous*  fentiments,  to  the 
fcanty  meafure  of  the  Roman  dialect  ?'  Surely  never  was  a 
more  unlucky  example  cited.  In  the  fcanty  meafure  of  the 
Roman  dialeit,  did  Milton  difcipline  his  Mufe,  and  fing — ■ 

*  Ex  chaos  et  pofiti  late  fundamina  mundi.* 

Ad  Patrem. 

Scarcely  in  the  Paradife  Loll  do  we  recolle£t  a  finer  in- 
ftance  of  his  *  elevated  fenfe,'  and  original  '  all-perfonifying* 
imagination,  than  in  the  following  Latin  iambics,  written 
while  he  was  at  the  univerfity,  in  ridicule  of  the  Platonic  tenel 
©f  pre-exifting  forms — 

*  Quis  ille  primus,  cujus  ex  imagine 
Natura  folers  finxit  hiimanum  genus, 
jEternus,  inconnptiis,  acquaevus  poloy 
Unufque,  et  univerfus,  exemplar  Dei  i 
Hand  ille  Palladis  gemellus  innubae 
Interna  proles  infidet  menti  Jovis  ; 
Sed  quamlibet  natura  fit  communior, 
Tamen  feorfus  extat  ad  morem  unius, 
Et  (mira  !)  certo  ftringitur  fpatio  loci ; 
Seu  fempiternus  ille  fiderum  comes 
Cceli  pererrat  ordines  decemplicis, 
Citimumve  terris  incolit  lunae  globum  ; 
Sive  inter  anunai  corpus  adituras  fedcns 
Obli'jiojas  tor  pet  ad  Lethe:  aquas  : 
Sive  in  remotd  forte  terrarum  plagd 
Incedit  ingens  hominis  drthetypus  gigas^ 
Et  diis  tremendus  erigit  celfum  caput  /' 

Surely,  without  detra:ftion  or  harfhnefs  of  ccnfure,  we  may 
affirm,  that  if  a  verfion  equal  to  the  original  were  required, 
Mr.  A'lelmoth  would  find  hu  powers  of  the  Englilh  language' 
inadequate  to  the  talk. 

We  have  made  our  introductory  remarks  unufually  co- 
pious, becaufe  we  perceive  that  the  contempt  with  which  of 
late  it  has  been  faftiicnable  to  treat  modern  Latin,  forms  a 

part 


Alufce  Etonenfes.  'i%'f 

part  in  the  fyflem  of  dfepreciating  the  general  utility  of  Greek 
and  Roman  literature;  a  fyftem  clamoroudy  encouraged  by 
thofe,  whofe  moral  and  philofophical  whimfies  will  have  the 
credit  of  ortv'maliiy  amono;  us,  when  we  ihall  have  become 
ignorant  that  they  were  I'eafoned  or  laughed  our  of  the  world 
forae  centuries  ago.  Indeed  this  endeavour  to  remove  what 
we  deem  ill-founded  prejudices,  is  but  an  act  of  juCcice 
to  the  elegant  colIe£lion  before  us,  which  we  hefitate  not  to 
pronounce  highly  honourable  to  that  venerable  feminary,  which, 
for  ages  paft,  has  given  to  the  bar,  the  fenatc,  and  the  church, 
their  brighteft  ornaments. 

The  volumes  are  introduced  by  a  fiiort  and  fenfible  Preface, 
the  following  extract  from  which  v/ill  preclude  the  neceflity  of 
our  pointing  out  fome  trifling  errors  in  ftyle  or  metre — 

*  De  hifce  ergo  poematibus  leftor  ingenuus,  pro  eo  ac  merentur, 
decernat ;  qui  tamen  nomendus  eft,  quibuscunque  nota  [*]  prae- 
figltur,  qviintpc  claffis  efle  ;  reliquafexts,  et  (nifi  quid  me  fefelie- 
rit)  omnia  ad  prsepofitum  mifTa  hidi  impetrandi  gratia,  iis  tantum 
cxceptis,  quae  nota  [X]  defignantur :  omnia  certe  Etonae  condita 
fuifTe.  Neque  vero  lum  ignarus  plurima  in  his  carminibus  non  ab- 
folutze  prorfus  Latinitatis  ab  acriori  judice  fore  animadvertenda, 
quse  tamen  emendare  fum  veritus  :  inter  haec,  voces  fatellitium^ 
aufus,  calitus,  Maia  pro  menfe  Afaio,  Gj'c.  ;  fyllabae  ultima2  ante 
duo  fequentes  confonantes  correptae  ;  infinitlvum  poeticiim  icr  in 
verfu  elegiaco  ;  fyllabae  ultimae  in  metro  Glyconico  non  a^ia<popoi ; 
diftiones  encliticie  ve  et  que  polyfyllabicis  adjeftas  in  fine  tertii  ver- 
sus Alcaici,  quod  nee  femel  apud  Horatium  ;  praecipue  cum  banc 
folam  fere  ejus  imitator  Sarbievius  fibi  non  nifi  femel  penniferit 
licentiam  :  cum  aliis  quibusdam  fuut  enumeranda.  Pro  omnibus 
quibus  benigni  ledtoris  indnlgentiam  mihi  poUiceor,  cum  reputave- 
rit,  omnia  hiec  elfe  puerorum  fcripta,  pleraque  vel  biduo  vel  bre- 
viore  temporis  fpatio  confefta,  non  fine  permultiset  ludi  et  ftudio- 
rum  avocationibus  ;  et,  licet  a  praeceptoribus  leviter  fuerint  cafti- 
gata,  non  ideo  facile  elTe  ex  iliis  minutiores  quafque  mendas  ex- 
cerpi :  praefertim  cum  juvenilis  ingenii  impetus  criticam  moram  per- 
horrefcat,  et,  quce  laudis  aemulus  fcripferit,  lituris  dcdecorari  tegi^ 
ac  molefte  ferat.'     Vol.  i.  p.  xi. 

Dr.  Johnfon  has  fomewhere  remarked  (we  believe  in  his 
Life  of  Barretier),  that  from  childhood  to  maturity,  men  of 
genius  have  difplayed  abilities  in  due  proportion  to  their  fu- 
ture greatnefs. 

As  vi^e  read  through  thefe  volumes,  we  marked  down  as 
eminently  good,  where  all  were  above  mediocrity,  the  poems 
beginning  at  pages  I,  26,  52,  66,  74,  80,  ^2,  95,  i02,  114, 
131,  164,  175,  253,  255,  299,  323,  of  the  tirlt  volume  j 
and  the  poems  beginning  at  pages  20,  35,  43,  47,  60,  03, 
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82,  96,  147,  266,  271,  276,  of  the  fecond  volume;  and 
pages  14,  20,  58,  of  volume  the  third*  ;  and  then,  and  not 
till  then,  turned  to  the  Indexes  to  acquaint  ourfelves  with  the 
names  of  the  authors,  when  we  were  agreeably  furprifed  with 
finding  among  the  titles,  thofe  of  Fox,  lord  North,  Harris,  fir 
James  Macdonald,  Thorntoii,  Joddrell,  George  Heath,  and 
Lambton.  We  fliall  prefent  our  readers,  led  rather  by  th^ 
merit  of  the  compofitions  than  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  names, 
(although  as  curiolity  would  be  neceflarily  gratified,  this  too 
njuft  be  allowed  to  have  fome  weight)  two  exercifes,  the  firfl; 
by  lord  Nortb,  the  fecond  by  Mr.  Fox  ;  the  firfl:  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  wit  and  fluency  of  verfification  truly  Ovidian,  the  fe- 
cond by  the  manly  and  natural  tendernefs  of  Tibullus — 

'  ^ K-nai  i^iov  KiVTpov  ex^^'  ^'  ^'  ^74^* 

*  Undique  purpiireis  redolentes  florlbus  hortos 

Ut  tre})idans  prinio  vere  pererrnt  apis  ; 
Hccc  violam  jadlant  loca  molltm,  Iiis  lilia  candent. 

Ilia  fed  Idaliis  enibuere  rofis ; 
Gramina  diverfo  rident  diftinda  colore, 

Qiio  divejfa  magis  gramina,  pulchra  magis; 
Florlbus  et  variis  varii  funduntur  odores, 

Et  nimia  incertam  copia  laffat  apem  : 
Sic  ubi  forniofas  jaftat  Britannia  nymphas, 

Regia  Acidalia  Temper  amata  Dea  ; 
Nefcis  majores  cui  mavis  dicere  laudes, 

Quippe  onmes  laudem  promeruere  fuam. 
Pulchra  quidem  Laura  eil,  neciiOn  et  Lydia  pulchra; 

Pulchrior,  aft  aliis  piilchrior  Aula  modis. 
Hsec,  en,  blaiiditiis,  liaec  majefl^ate  fuperbit, 

lila  leves  juvenes  allicit,  ilia  domat. 
Cycne,  tua  jadat  liqnidatu  magis  J£\ia  vocem, 

Ora  Chloe  plun)is  caudidiora  tuis. 
Montana  ur  pinus,  tenuis  proceraque  Phyllis 

Incedit  niiferis  fufpicienda  precis. 
Chlori,  quidem  parva  cs  ;  fed  non  tun  gloria  parva; 

Et  viola  in  pratis  rofcida  ferpit  humi. 
At  non  Clarifla2  nltido  coma  defluit  auro, 

Non  pinxere  genas  lilia  mifta  rofis, 
Non  pais  ulla  nitet  Clariffi,  at  tota  coriiscat ; 

Dum  coma,  dum  facies  difplicet,  ipfa  placet. 
Unde  amor  ifte  tepens  in  pediore  fiat,  ainator 

Nefclt ;  fed  fieri  fentit,  et  emoritur. 
Quisquis  eris,  diirus  nimium  contemptor  amoris, 

Non  omni  intacflum  vulncre  pe<ftus  erit. 

"=  The  third  volume  contains  the  Creek  exercifes,  and  is  not  more  than 
one  fuurth  of  the  lizc  yf  the  other  volumes. 

7  Spernes 


Spernss  fort^  quidem  Clariffam,  at  Phyllida  amabis  ; 

Nunquam,  dum  fupereft  femina,  d^erit  amor. 
Aut  oculis,  roleseve  cades  nova  vi6tima  inalaj, 

Aut  voce,  aut  nigra  mox  capiere  coma. 
Omnibus  hand  eadem  tribuit  Venus>sjrma  ;  fed  omnes, 

Ut  certoJasdant  vulnere,   munus  habeiit. 
Hoc  et,  juris  habent,  heu  1    rela  Cupidinfs;  iciu 

Quseque  valet  vario,  qujeque  fagitta  nocet.'  Vol.  i.  p.  i. 


*    VoCAT     LAB02.    ULTIMUS.      • 

*  PofcirHur :  at,  nobis  fi  rite  precantibus  olim 

Dixeris  optatum,  JMufa,  rogata  meios, 
Nunc  quoque  et  emerito  pra^fens  iuccurre  poetse  ; 

Dona  ferens  adeat  fie  tua  fana  cliens. 
Tuq^,  'per  Aoniis  loca  li  celebrata  Caraenis 

S^pe  tua  erravi,  Pegafe,  ve<ftus  ope, 
Decurfo  prope  jam  ftadio,  metamque  fub  ipfano, 

Ne  lafTa  infami  membra  pudore  trahas. 
Gentis  amore  Maro  Latium  canit :  o  mi  hi  tails 

Spiritus  accedat:  non  minor  urget  amor: 
Ut  patrJEe,   (neque  eniin  ingratus  natalia  rura. 

Prspofui  campis,  mater  Etona,  tuis) 
Ut  patriae  carifque  fodalibus,  ut  tibi  dlcani 

Anglice  fupremum  Quincliliane  vale. 
,   Si  quid  id  eft,  vcteres  quod  Mufa  imitata,  Latinis 

Luferit  aut  Graiis,  non  aliena,  modis, 
Omne  tuum  eft  ;  mihi  Pieridum  de  fonte  forcriini 

Pura  minifteriis  contigit  unda  tuis. 
Teque  precor  (levitas  olim  vefana  fidelis 

Refpuit  oblaram  fi  monitoris  opem, 
Acrior  aut  fi  me  commorit  liuoua,  meifve 

Monbus  aut  fams  virga  miniftra  mese) 
Ne  tot  confumptos  tecum  feliciter  anaos 

Infelix  animo  deieat  bora  tuo» 
Care  vale,  valeas  et  mater  Etona,   (fupremum 

Mufea  recinit  triftis  alaninus  ope) 
Prataque,  et  aeria  fplendentes  vertice  turrcs, 

Silvaque  carmiuibus  concelcbrata  meis ; 
Vofque  adeo  indigenae  quie  rivi  in  margine  MufiE 

'Caftalias  Thamtfi  pofthabuiftis  aquas, 
Extremum  concede  mihi,  facra  turba,  laborem  ; 

Sic  beet  emeritum  non  inhoneiia  rudis.'     Vol.  i,  p.  80, 

We  cannot  take  our  leave  of  this  interefLing  publication, 
without  pointing  out  the  admirable  tranflation  of  Lloyd's  Cit 
by  Joddrell,  in  the  firffc  volume,— a  fine  imitation  of  the  Lu- 
cretjan  manner  by  Hallam,-  and  an  Ode  to  Mornincr  by  V,''. 
Herbert,  in  the  fecond  volume.  ^ 
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If,  however,  we  could  venture  to  mentloti  any  one  per- 
formance as  the  mod  exquifite  of  the  three  volumes,  we 
fhould  certainly  fix  on  the  following  ode,  by  W.  Frere. — It 
is  indeed  *  ^apnm  »a,  tota  merum  fal.' 

'    FUGE  SUSPICARI.  A.  D.    1/94. 

*  Ah  !  noli,  mea  vita,  Septimille, 
Tiias  delitias,  tuos  amores, 
Conftanti  innocuam  fide  puellam, 
(Sit  perjura  licet  procaxque  tanquam) 
Crudeli  nimis,  et  nimis  fuperbo 
Daphnem  lumine  mceftus  intueri. 
-     Quid  quod  in  lepida  levis  chorea 
!Ni!iper  mille  procis  petita,  cuique 
Arrifi  facilis,  nee  ore  trifti 
Mollfs  blanditias  fevera  cepi  ? 
Soiet  cum  grege  fajpius  frequenti 
Verfari,  pia  quae  coluraba  foli 
Sponfo  bafia  pleniora  libat. 
Ad  te,  duni  choreifque  rifibufque 
Mens  nigra  tepet  expcdita  cura, 
Et  jocis  vacat  elegantiifque, 
Ad  te,  milie  procis  petita,  certo 
Impulfu  redit,  et  redibit  omnes 
Gaudens  fervitio  fuo  per  annos. 
Sin  olim,  Styge  peflis  orta  nigra, 
Te  Sufpicio  laeferit,  nigranti 
Felle  lurida  triftibufque  fuccis ; 
Non  te  mandragors  papaverumqlie 
Omnis  copia,  non  latex  iiiertis 
Lethes  mente  foponfer  fub  segra 
Lenire,  heu  !   vigiles  queat  timores, 
Et  iras  ftimulum  ajgrimoniseque.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  82. 

"We  fhall  conclude  by  remarking,  that  thefe  volumes  ap- 
pear to  us  valuable,  not  more  for  their  literary  entertainment 
than  for  their  moral  tendency.  Such  of  the  writers  as  have 
reached  the  maturer  feafon  of  life,  will  doubtlefs  retrace  the 
paft,  and  reflect  how  far  they  have  made  good  the  fair  pro- 
mi  fes  of  their  fpring:  and  they,  who  are  only  now  entering 
on  the  ftage  of  aclive  life,  will  labour,  that,  as  they  have  been 
equal,  in  the  productions  of  youth,  to  the  mod  diftinguiflied 
characters,  thev  may  not  be  inferior  to  them  in  the  more  ar- 
duous  exertions  of  manhood,  and  verify  our  favourable  au- 
fpices,  when  we  cluls  them  among  tliofe,  *  qui  et  olim  no- 
minabuntur  ?' 

Scrmans 
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Sermons  on  fome  of  the  principal  Do^rines  cf  the  Chrijiiati 
Retigioriy  with  practical  Inferences  and  Improvements.  By 
Edward  Stilling fleet^  M.  A.  isic»  ^vo.  5^.  Boards. 
Rivingtons.      1794-  ' 

'TpHE  account  given  of  this  volume  by  its  author,  is  as 
'*'     follows — 

*  The  following  difcourfes  were  written  for  the  inftrucl:lon  of  a 
large  congregation,  to  whom  the  author  was  minifter  twenty-live 
years,  and  to  them  they  are  particularly  dedicated. 

'  He  endeavoured  to  fet  forth  the  grreat  truths  of  the  wofpel  to 
them  in  the  plainefi:  lancrua<re,  that  thev  mio;ht  be  underftood  bv 
thofe  of  inferior  ftations,  as  well  as  by  the  great  and  noble  among 
his  hearers.  He  exprefled  them,  as  the  reader  will  obferve,  in 
fcriptural  language,  as  much  as  might  be,  and  proved  them  by  fre- 
quej'i  quotations  from  the  facred  volume,  that  they  who  fearched 
the  fcriptures,  might  have  full  convidion  of  the  certainty  of  thcfe 
things  wherein  they  had  been  fnftrufted. 

'  Being  perfuaded  that  nothing  will  fo  effe£lu?,Ily  teach  "  us  that 
denying  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufls,  we  fliould  hve  fobsriy, 
righteoully,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  v/orld,"  as  "  the  grace  of 
God  that  bringetii  ialvatlqn,"  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  dwell  upon 
thefe  dodrines  which  are  pecuharly  Chrifnan,  as  being  moft  friend- 
ly to  morality,  as  well  as  m.oft  conducive  to  true  peace  and  comfort 
of  mind.'     p.  v. 

To  thofc  vi'ho  view  chriillanity  through  the  fame  medium 
with  Mr.  Stillingfieet,  thefe  difcourfes  cannot  fail  to  be  ac- 
ceptable. The  hmpHclty  of  his  ftyle  greatly  recommends 
them,  and  an  unafFe£led  piety  breathes  through  the  whole. 
To  give  fome  idea  of  the  preacher's  manner,  we  fubjoia  an 
extract  from  the  fermon  on  the  Feaft  of  the  ChrijTian  Fajs- 
:jV€r — 

« 

*■  Inquire  and  examine  further,  concerning  that  which  the  apcfile 
particularly  mentions  in  the  words  of  the  text.  Whether  you  have 
diligently  fearched  your  hearts,  to  fee  that  there  be  no  "  old  leaven  " 
of  fin  cherifhed  there  ;  no  "  leaven  of  malice  and  wickednefs  ?" 
Do  you  find  that  you  bear  no  ill  will  to  your  neighbour — to  any 
man;  but  that  you  love  all,  and  are  ready  to  do  good  to  sll  when 
they  ftand  in  need  of  your  help  ?  And  can  you  keep  the  feaft  with 
the  "  unleavened  bread  of  fincerity  and  truth  r"  Doth  that  God, 
who  knoweth  every  fecret  of  the  heart,  know  that  you  fincerely  de- 
fire  to  ferve  and  obey  him,  according  to  the  gofpel  of  Ch.rift  ? 

'  If  your  confcience  bears  you  witnefsthat  you  t.hus  believe  in 
Chrift,  and  are  following  him  in  holinefs  and  love  ;  then  we  fay  to 
you,  "  draw  near  with  faith,  and  take  this  holy  facrament  to  your 
comfort," — Take  it  as  a   memorial  of  Chriifs  having  ftied  his 
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blood  for  you. — He  was  crucified  for  yo\i ;  and  would  have  yoii 
come  tc3  tliis  feall,  that  he  may  fup  with  you,  and  you  with  him. 

'  But  what  mull:  we  fay  if  the  contrary  to  all  this  be  the  cafe? — 
If  you  do  not  fo  believe  in  Chrift  as  to  obey  him  ?  If  ye  do  not 
put  away  the  leaven  of  fin,  of  malice  and  wickednefs,  nor  defire 
to  fcrve  the  Lord  in  fincerity  and  truth  ? — What  muft  we  fay  ?— 
Shall  we  fpeak  fmooth  things  ?  We  cannot,  we  dare  not.  We  muft 
tell  you  plainly  that,  while  this  is  your  ftate,  you  cannot  keep  the 
feaft:  aright,  you  can  expeft  no  benefit  from  it ;  nay  it  will  tend  to 
your  condemnation,  as  it  is  a  profaning  Chrift's  holy  ordinance. 
W^e  muft  therefore  fay  to  you,  in  the  language  of  our  church, 
*'  repent  you  of  your  fins,  or  elfe  come  not  to  that  holy  table." 
Do  not  prefume  to  take  the  emblems  of  Chrifl:  crucified  into  your 
mouths,  when  you  do  not  defire  to  receive  Chriil  into  your  hearts, 
that  he  may  crucify  the  body  of  fin  in  you.  Such  as  are  in  that 
ftate  can  have  no  intereft  in  Chrifl,  nor  are  they  fit  to  join  in  ^om- 
inunion  with  bis  people,  either  here  or  hereafter. 

'  My  brethren,  let  us  all  judge  ourfelves,  that  we  be  not  judged 
of  the  Lord.  And  wherelnfoever  we  have  offended  againft  God 
or  man,  let  us  humble  ourfelves,  and  feek  for  mercy  and  pardon 
through  Jefus  Chrifl: ;  befeeching  him  to  enable  us  from  henceforth 
to  walk  before  him  in  nevvnefs  of  life.  Let  us  bear  it  ever  in  our 
minds  that  we  are  bought  with  the  price  of  Chrill's  precious  blood, 
and  therefore  are  to  glorify  God  in  our  bodies,  and  in  our  fpirits, 
which  are  God's.'     p.  275. 


'Tht  Life  of  Lore7izo   de*  Afcdici  ;  called  the  Magnificent.     By 
William  Kef coe.     {Concluded from  p.  70.) 

■\1[7E  refume  with  pleafure  our  account  of  the  Life  of  Lo~ 
^^  rcnzo,  which  (chough  lefs  diftinguifhed  for  ftrlking 
events  than  fome  others  where  the  talents  of  the  hero  are 
chiefly  military),  when  confidercd  in  the  detail  by  a  difcerning 
eye,  throws  great  light  on  the  political  features  of  the  times. 
Lorenzo's  character  for  addrefs  and  fag?.city  was  now  fo  well 
ellablifhed,  that  he  was  looked  up  to  as  the  nrbiter'of  Italy, 
and  the  prote£lor  of  the  fnialler  itates.  In  tlie  execution  of 
his  fyfte;;n,  he  gave  the  firfl:  declfive  inflance,  fays  Mr.  Rof- 
coe,  of  that  political  arrangement,  afterwards  denominated 
the  balance  of  power.  We  Ihall  not  follow  the  hiitorian 
through  tiie  various  tranfaftions  In  which  Lorenzo  a£led  as  a 
mediator  between  the  pope  and  the  king  of  Naples,  nor  even 
(top  at  the  plcafing  p!£l:ure  v/hlch  is  drawn,  at  this  jundlure, 
of  the  profperity  of  Florence,  and  the  eflimation  in  which 
I^renzo  was  held  by  the  chief  fovereigns  of  Europe,  who 
tranfadled  affairs  with  him  by  their  ambuliadors,  as  though  he 
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kad  been  nominally,  what  he  was  in  fa6t,  the  mafler  of  Flo- 
rence ;  but  we  fliall  pafs  to  the  feventh  chapter,  which  gives 
an  account  of  the  effects  of  this  profperity,  in  the  labours  of 
the  learned  men  by  which  the  ftate  of  Florence,  and  indeed 
Italy  in  general,  was  at  that  time  fo  honourably  diftinguifhed. 
The   iludies  of  the   univerfity  of  Pifa,  eilabliflied  by  the 
exertions  of   Lorenzo,    were  chiefly  reftri£led  to   the  Latin 
language  ;  but  the  pupils,  formed  under  Johannes  Argyropy- 
lus  and   his  fuccelFors,  extended  the  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
tongue  over  France,  Spain,  Germany,  and  England,  from  all 
which  countries,  numerous  ftudents  attended  the  public  lec- 
tures at  Florence.     Among  thefe  was  Linacre,  one  of  the  ear- 
lieft  Engliih  fcholars,  who  was  felecSled  by  Lorenzo  as  the  af- 
fociate  of  his  own  children  in  their  ftudies. — Wherever  man- 
kind are  flrongly   interefted,  they  will  divide  into  parties  ; 
Politian,  the   fcholar  of  Argyropylus,  9nd  the  rival  of  Chal- 
condyles,  hated  the  Greeks,  and  fcems  to  fliudder  at  the  r.e-, 
colledlion  when,  biaiTtd  by  the  opinion  of  his  tutor,  he  hacj 
undervalued  the  philofophy  of  Cicero.     The  elegant  Latinity; 
of  Politian,  and  his  fine  poetical  genius,  though  furpafled  in 
a  fucceedlng  age  by  Fracaftorius  and  Vida,  ftill  draws  the  at- 
tention of  fcholars.     But  the  greatefl   fervice  done  to  litera- 
ture,   was  not  fo  much  by   imitating  as  by  elucidating  the 
works  of  the  ancients.     Lnndino  was  one  of  the  firfh  fcholars 
who  devoted  himfelf  to  this  important  tafl-:.     His  editions  of 
Virgil  and  Florace  contributed  much  to  rellore  the  purity  o£ 
the  text.     The  labours  of  Politian  are   numerous;  his  Mif- 
€ellanea  alone  afford  a  fufficient  teflimony  of  his  critical  ta- 
lents, and  the  extent  and  variety  of  his  erudition.     Other  ce- 
lebrated fcholars  undertook  to  regulate  the  text  of  different 
authors.     The  firft  edition  of  Homer  was  publlfhed  in  1448, 
The  Greek  claffics,  partly  by  the  native  Greeks,  and  partly  by 
the  Italian  fcholars,  were  tranflated  into  Latin ;  and,  in  fliort, 
learning  M-as  feduloiifly   provided  with  thofe  various  helps, 
which  render  the  acquifition  of  it,  in  the  prcfent  day,  a  mat-: 
ter  of  comparative  facility,  though  they  tend  to  lefien  its  dig- 
nity and  importance.     So  great,  'indeed,  was  the  importance 
of  learning  at  the  period  we  are  confidering,  that  the  pofts  o£ 
confidence  and  truft,  almoft  throughout  Italy,  were  filled  by 
eminent  fcholars.     One  reafon  of  this  was  the  necelTity  of  aii 
elegant  Latin  ftyle  for  diplomatic  correfpondences.     Scala, 
who  was  for  a  courfe  of  years  chancellor  of  the  republic  at 
Florence,  was  raifed  by  his  literary  merit  from  the  loweft 
origin,     Politian  and  he  were  friends,  till  Scala  fufpe^led  that 
the  former  had  been  defired  to  revife  his  dlfpatches.  Their  jea- 
loufy   produced  a  quarrel,  in  which,  amongft  other  epithets, 
Politian,  who  could  call  names  moft  claffically,  ftyleshim  mon~ 
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fimm  fnrfi(raceum.     In  the  other  governments  of  Italy,  we 
Yiad- 

*  That  offices  of  the  higheft  triifl:  and  confidence  were  often 
filled  I'v  men  who  quitted  the  fuperlntendance  of  an  academy.,  or 
the  chair  of  a  profefTor,  to  tranrai':t  the  affairs  of  a  nation.  Alfon- 
fo,  king  of  Naples,  and  Francefco  Sforza,  contended  in  liberality 
with  each  other  to  feciire  the  fervices  of  BeccatelJI.  Pontano  was 
the  confidential  advifer,  and  frequently  the  reprefentative  to  other 
powers,  of  Ferdinand,  the  fon  of  Alfonfo.  The  brothers  of  the 
family  of  Simoncta  directed  for  a  confiderable  time  the  affairs  of 
Milan.  Bernardo  Bembo  and  Francefco  Barbaro,  maintained  the 
literary  no  lefs  than  the  political  dignity  of  the  Venetian  republic, 
and  left  each  of  them  a  fon  who  eclipfed  the  reputation  of  his  fa- 
ther. When  eminent  talents  were  not  engaged  in  public  fervices, 
thev  were  rewarded  by  the  mofl:  flattering  attention,  and  often  by 
the  pecuniary  bounty  of  illuftrious  individuals,  who  relaxed  from 
the  faftidioufnefs  of  rank,  in  the  company  of  men  of  learning,  or 
have  left  niemcrials  of  their  regard  by  tlieir  epiftolary  correfpond- 
ence. 

'  '  T^or  w>.s  it  feldom  that  the  characters  of  the  fcholar,  and  of 
the  man  of  rank,  were  united  in  the  fame  perfon.  Of  this  Gio- 
vanni Pico,  of  Mirandula,  to  whom  we  have  before  frequently  ad- 
verted, is  perhaps  the  mofl:  iUuflrious  inftance.  This  accomplifli- 
ed  noblpman,  of  whom  many  extraordinary  circumflances  are  re- 
lated, and  who  certainly  exhibited  a  wonderfid  example  of  the 
powers  of  the  human  mind,  was  born  at  Mirandula  in  the  year 
1463,  and  was  one  of  the  younger  children  of  Giovan-Francefco 
Pico,  prince  of  Mirandula  and  Concordia.  So  quick  was  his  ap- 
prehenfion,  fo  retentive  his  memory,  that  we  are  told  a  fingle 
recital  was  fufficient  to  fix  in  his  mind  whatever  became  the  obje6l 
of  his  attention.  After  having  fpent  feven  years  in  the  mofl  cele- 
brated univerfities  of  Italy  and  France,  he  arrived  at  Rome  in  the 
twenty -firft  year  of  his  age,  with  the  reputation  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with  twenty-two  different  languages.  Eager  to  fignalize  himfelf 
as  a  difputant,  Pico  propofed  for  public  debate  nine  hundred  quef- 
tions,  on  mathematical,  theological,  and  fcholaftic  fubjefts,  in- 
cluding alfo  inquiries  into  the  mofi:  abftrufe  points  of  the  Hebraic, 
Chaldaic,  and  Arabic  tongues.  This  meafure,  which  in  its  worft 
light  could  only  be  confidered  as  an  ebuilition  of  youthful  vanity, 
hnght,  without  any  great  injuflice,  have  been  fuffered  to  evaporate 
in  neglccl ;  but  the  Romifh  prelates  infiead  of  configning  thefe 
propoJitions  to  their  fate,  or  debating  them  with  the  impartiality  of 
philofophers,  began  to  examine  them  with  the  fufpicious  eyes  of 
churchmen,  and  felefted  thirteen  of  them  as  heretical.  To  vin- 
dicate hin'ifelf  from  this  dangerous  imputation,  Pico  compofed  a 
Latin  treatifc  of  confiderablu  extent,  which  he  is  laid  to  have  writ- 
ten 
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ten  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  days,  and  which  he  infcribed  to  Loren- 
zo de'  Medici,  under  whofeproteftion  he  had  Iheltered  himfelf  from 
perfeciition  at  Florence.  The  charader  and  acquirements  of  Pico 
afforded  to  his  contemporaries  a  fubjeft  for  the  moft  unbounded  pa- 
negyric. "  He  was  a  man,"  fays  Politiano,  "  or  rather  a  hero, 
on  whom  nature  had  laviflied  all  the  endowments  both  of  body  and 
mind;  ereft  and  elegant  in  his.perfon,  there  was  fomething  in  his 
appearance  almoft  divine.  Of  a  perfpicacious  mind,  a  wonderful 
memory,  indefatigable  in  ftudy,  diftinft  and  eloquent  in  fpeech ; 
it  feems  doubtful  whether  he  was  more  confpicuous  for  his  talents 
or  his  virtues.  Intimately  converfant  with  every  department  of 
philofopby,  improved  and  invigorated  by  the  knowledge  of  various 
languao-es,  and  of  every  honourable  fcience,  it  may  truly  be  faidj 
that  no  commendation  is  equal  to  his  praife."     Vol.  ii.   p.  90. 

The  greater  part  of  the  works  of  Pico  are  however  loft  ; 
he  himfelf  committed  to  the  flames  five  volumes  of  Latin 
poetry.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  even  the  names  of  thofc 
who  dlftinguiQied  themfelves  in  thisfplendid  period;  and  evert 
from  Mr.  Rofcoe's  account,  the  reader  will  riie  with  a  wifh 
that  he  had  extended,  or  that  he  may  at  fome  future  time  ex- 
tend into  greater  length,  his  interefting  refearches. 

Returning  to  the  more  immediate  hiftory  of  Lorenzo,  the 
author  enters  into  his  domeftic  charafter,  and  gives  us  the 
pleafing  pi£lure  of  his  refidence  at  Fiefole,  his  favourite  coun- 
try feat,  furrounded  by  his  literary  friends.  His  expenfive 
way  of  living  had,  however,  by  this  'time,  em.barrafled  him 
with  debts,  which  the  fi:ate  pafied  an  a£t  to  difcharge.  Lo- 
renzo began  nbw  to  withdraw  his  money  from  commerce, 
and  place  it  on  the  furer  bafis  of  landed  property.  But  the 
hioil  politic  (lep  towards  fixing  the  fortunes  of  his  houfe, 
was  his  conne£ling  it  with  the  church,  by  procuring  for  his 
youngell  fon  Giovanni,  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen,  the  dig- 
nity of  cardinal.  This  was  he,  afterwards  fo  celebrated  under 
the  appellation  of  Leo  the  Tenth.  It  may  be  prefumed,  from 
the  known  chara£l:er  of  the  holy  fee,  that  fo  unprecedented 
an  indulgence  coft  Lorenzo  more  than  compliments  •,  the 
young  cardinal  was  to  renfiain  three  years  at  his  ftudies  with- 
out afluming  his  rank,  after  which  he  went  to  Rome  to  take 
his  place  in  the  college. 

An  account  of  the  alTaflinatlon  of  Galeotto  Manfreda, 
prince  of  Faenza,  is  ftriking,  on  account  of  the  extreme  fe- 
rocity of  his  wife,  who  not  only  planned  the  aflafiination  in 
her  own  chamber,  but,  feeing  the  conteft  doubtful,  fprung 
from  her  bed,  and  grafping  a  fword,  plunged  it  into  his  body 
with  her  own  hands- 

In  the  ninth  chapter  wc  have  an  interefting  account,  which 
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our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  follow  in  detail,  of  the  progrefa 
of  the  ."^rts  from  the  early  efforts  of  Cimabue  and  Giotto,  to 
the  perfection  of  Michel  Agnolo  and  Raphael.  Lorenzo 
joined  to  the  mofl  critical  talle,  and  the  moft  ardent  defire  of 
poflt-iTmg;  the  precious  remains  of  antiqiaity,  the  mofh  liberal 
ufe  of  them. 

'  With  this  view  he  appropriated  his  gardens,  adjacent  to  the 
monafterv  of  St.  Marco,  to  the  eftablifhuient  of  a  fchool  or  aca- 
demy for  the  ftudy  of  the  antique,  nnd  furniflied  the  different 
buildino's  and  avenues  with  ftatuies,  biifts,  and  other  pieces  of  an^ 
cient  vvorkmaufliip.  OF  thefe  he  appointed  the  fculptor  BertoldO, 
the  favourite  pnpil  of  0onjtello,  but  who  was  then  far  advanced 
in  years,  fL:perintendant.  The  attention  of  the  higher  rank  of  his 
fel!ovv-C!tizens  was  incited  to  thele  purfuits  by  the  example  of  Lo- 
renzo ;  that  of  the  lower  clafs,  by  his  liberality.  To  the  latter  he 
not  only  allowed  competent  ftipends,  whilfl:  they  attended  to  their 
lludies,  but  appointed  confiderable  premiums  as  the  rewards  of 
their  proficiency. 

'  To  this  inftitution,  more  than  to  any  other  circumflance,  w? 
may,  without  hefitation,  afcribe  the  fudden  and  aftonifliing  profi- 
ciency which,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century,  took  place 
in  the  arts,  and  which  commencing  at  Florence,  extended  itfelf  in 
concentric  circles  to  the  refi  of  Europe.  The  gnrdens  of  Lorenzo  de' 
IVIedici  are  frequendv  celebrated  by  the  hiuorian  of  the  painters,  as 
the  nurfery  of  men  of  genius  ;  but  if  they  had  produced  no  other 
artift  thfin  Michelagnolo  BuonaiToti,  they  would  fufficiently  have 
aa&vered  the  purpofes  of  their  founder.  It  was  here  that  this  great 
man  began  to  imbibe  that  fpirit,  which  was  deftined  to  tSt€t  a  re- 
formation in  the  arts,  and  which  he  could  perhaps  have  derived 
from  no  other  fource.  Of  a  noLie  but  reduced  family,  he  had  been 
placed  by  his  leather,  when  young,  under  the  tuition  of  the  paint- 
er Ghirlandajo,  from  whom  Lorenzo,  defirous  of  promoting  his 
new  eftabhfhment,  requeited  that  he  would  permit  two  of  his  pu- 
pils to  purfue  their  ftudies  in  his  gardens ;  at  the  fame  time  expreif- 
ing  his  hopes  that  they  would  there  obtain  fuch  inftruftion,  'as 
would  not  only  refiecft  honour  on  the  inftitutinn,  but  alfo  on  them- 
ftflves  and  on  their  country.  The  ftudents  who  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  thus  felefted  were  Michelagnolo  and  Francefco  Granac- 
ci.  On  the  firft  vifit  of  Michelagnolo,  he  found  in  the  gardens  his 
future  adverfary,  Tonigiano,  who,  under  the  direiftions  of  Ber- 
toldo,  was.  modelling  figures  in  clay.  Michelagnolo  applied  himfelf 
to  the  fame  occupation,  Jind  his  work  foon  afterwards  attracted  the 
attention  of  Lorenzo,  who,  fiom  thefe  early  fpecimens,  formed 
oreat  e«xpectations  of  his  talents.  Encouraged  by  fuch  approbation, 
he  began  to  cut  in  marble  the  head  of  a  Faun,  after  an  antique  fculp- 
ture,  which,  though  unaccuftomcd  to  the  chifel,  he  executed  with 
'  ■  •  '  ■  •        fuch 
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ftich  fKill  as  toaftoniQi  Lorenzo  ;  who,  obferving  that  he  had  made 
lome  intentional  deviations  from  the 'original,  and  that  in  particular 
he  had  reprefented  the  lips  fmoother,  and  had  fliewn  the  tongue  and 
teeth,  remarked  to  him,  vvifh  his  accuflomed  jocularity,  that  he 
fliould  have  remembered  that  old  men  feldom  exhibit  a  complete 
range  of  teeth.  The  docile  artift,  who  paid  no  lefs  refpeft  to  the 
judgment,  than  to  the  rank  of  Lorenzo,,  was-  no  fooner  left  to 
himfelf  than  he  flruck  out  one  of  the  teeth,  giving  to  the  part  the 
appearance  of  its  having  been  loft  by  age.  On  his  next  vifit,  Lo- 
renzo was  equally  delighted  with  the  diipofition  and  the  genius  of 
his  young  pupil,  and  fending  for  his  father,  not  only  took  the  foa 
under  his  particular  prore6lion,  but  made  fuch  a  proviflon  for  the 
old  man,  as  his  age  and  the  circumftances  of  his  numerous  family 
required.  From  this  time  till  the  death  of  Lorenro,  which  includ- 
ed an  interval  of  four  years,  Michelagnolo  cqnftantly  refided  in  the 
palace  of  the  Medici,  and  fat  at  the  table  of  Lorenzo,  among  his 
mort  honoured  guefts ;  where,  by  a  commendable  regulation,  the 
troublefome  diftinftions  of  rank  were  aboiiflied,  and  every  perfon 
took  his  place  in  the  order  of  his  arrival.  Hence  the  young  artift 
found  himfelf  at  once  alTociated,  on  terms  of  equality,  with  all  that 
was  illuftrious  and  learned  in  Florence,  and  formed  thofe  connex- 
ions and  friendiliips  which,  if  they  do  not  create,  are  at  leaft  ne- 
ceflary  to  promote  and  reward  fuperior  talents.  His  leifure  hours 
were  palTed  in  contemplating  the  infagUos,  gems,  and  medals,  of 
\yhich  Lorenzo  had  collefted  an  aftonifliing  number,  whence  he 
imbibed  that  tafte  for  antiquarian  refearchts,  which  was  of  efTential 
fervice  to  him  in  his  more  immediate  ftudies,  and  which  he  retained 
to  the  clofe  of  his.  life. 

*  Whilft  Michelagnolo  was  thus  laying  the  fiire  foundation  of 
his  future  fame,  and  giving  daily  proofs  of  his  rapid  improvement, 
he  formed  an  intimacy  with  Politiano,  u'ho  refided  under  the  fame 
roof,  and  who  foon  became  warm<ly  attached  to  his  interefts.  At 
his  recommendation,  Michelagnolo  executed  a  bajjo-rilievo  in  mar- 
ble, the  fubje61:  of  which  is  the  battle  of  the  Centaurs.  This  piece 
yet  ornaments  the  dwelling  of  one  of  his  defccndafits  ;  and,  although 
not  wholly  finifhed,  difplays  rather  the  hand  of  an  experienced 
mafter,  than  that  of  a  pupil.  But  its  higheft  commendation  is, 
that  it  flood  approved  even  in  the  riper  judgment  of  the  artift  him- 
felf; who,  although  not  indulgent  to  his  own  produftions,  did  not 
hefitate,  on  feeing  it  fome  years  afterwards,  to  exprefs  his  regret 
that  he  had  not  entirely  devoted  himfelf  to  this  branch  of  art.  The 
death  of  Lorenzo  too  foon  deprived  him  of  his  proteftor.  Piero, 
the  fon  of  Lorenzo,  continued  indeed  to  fliew  to  him  the  fame 
marks  of  kindnefs  which  his  father  had  uniformly  done ;  but  that 
prodigality,  which  (o  fpeedily  diffipated  his  authority,  his  fortune, 
and  his  fame,  was  extended  even  to  his  amufements  ;  and  the  ta- 
lents of  Michelagnolo,  under  the  patronage   of  Piero,  inftead  of 
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impreffing  on  brafs  or  on  marble,  the  forms  of  immortality,  w(*rt» 
condemned  to  raife  a  ftatiie  of  fnow  !  Nor  was  this  intercourfe'fff 
lonr;  conliniiance,  for  Piero,  inftead  of  affording  fupport  to  other^*, 
vas  foon  obliged  to  feek,  in  foreign  countries,  a  Ihelter  for  hirjr- 
felf. 

'  The  hiftory  of  Michelagnolo  forms  that  of  all  the  arts  whitW' 
he  profeffed.  In  him,  fculptnre,  painting,  and  architefhire  feetti' 
to  have  been  perfonified.  Born  with  talents  fuperior  to  his  prede-'' 
cefTors,  he  had  alfo  a  better  fate.  Ghiberti,  Donatello,  Verocchio,' 
WL-re  all  men  of  genius,  but  they  lived  during  the  gentile  ftatd  ipf 
the  art.-  The  light  had  now  rjfen,  and  his  young  and  ardent 
mind,  convcrfant  with  the  fineft  forms  of  antiquity,  imbibed,  at 
its  genuine  fource,  a  relifli  for  their  excellence.  With  the  fpeci- 
rncns  of  ancient  art,  the  dcpofjtaries  of  ancient  learning  wtrt  un-* 
locked  to  him,  and  of  thefe  alfo  he  made  no  inconfiderable  ufe." 
As  a  poet  he  is  entitled  to  rank  high  amongfl  his  countrymen  ;  and 
the  triple  wreaths  of  painting,  fculpt\ire,'  and  architcftUrej  with' 
which  his  difciples  decorated  his  tomb,  might,  without  exaggera-^ 
lion,  have  been  interwoven  with  a  fourth. 

'  Of  the  fculptures  of  Michelagnolo,  fome  yet  remain  in  an  un- 
fniflied  fVate,  which  flrikingly  difplay  the  coinpreh^nfion  of  his 
ideas,  and  the  rapidity  of  his  execution.  Such  are  the  bufts  of 
Brutus,  and  the  ftatue  of  a  female  figure,  in  the  gallery  at  Flo- 
rence. In  the  latter  the  chifel  has  been  handled  with  ftich  bcldnefs, 
j?s  to  induce  a'connoiiTeur  of  our  own  country  to  corijeflure  that 
jt  would  be  necelTary,  in  the  finifiiing,  to  reftorc  the  cavities.  Per- 
haps a  more  invokmtary  homage  was  never  paid  to  genius,  than 
that  which  was  extorted  from  the  fculptor  Falconet,  who  havino- 
prefumed  upon  ail  occafions  to  cenfure  the  flyle  of  Michelaanolo,. 
without  having  had  an  opportunity  of  infpefting  any  of  his  works, 
St  len^rth  obtained  a  ji2;bt  of  two  of  his  llatues,  which  Were  broucrht 
into  France  by  cardinal  Richelieu.  /  hwoe  feen  Michel agiiolo^  ex- 
claimed the  French  artift,  he  Is  terrifc.^     Vol.  ii.   p.  ioi. 

The  arts  of  architecture,  engraving,  niofaic,  and  engraving 
on  gems,  accompanied  the  other  exhibitions  of  genius  ;  and 
Florence  became  the  fchool  of  Italy,  as  Italy  was  of  the 
world.  Lorenzo.,  however,  was  not  deflined  to  enjoy  a 
length  of  life  equal  to  its  ceiebrity.  He  died  in  the  year  1492, 
at  the  early  age  of  forty.  The  circumftances  attending  his 
iall  moments  are  thus  dcfcribed — 

*  At  this  interefling  period,  when  the  mind  of  Loren'zo,  reliev- 
'cd  from  the  weight  of  its  important  concerns,  became  mo(-e  fenfi- 
hly  alive  to  the  emotions  of  friendfliip,  Politiano  entered  his  cham- 
ber. Lorenzo  no  fooner  heard  his  voice,  than  he  called  on  him  to 
spproach,  and,  rsifing  his  languid  arms,  clafped  the  hands  of  Poli- 
tiano in  his  own,  at  the  fame  time  ftedfalllv  regarding  him  with  a 
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placid,  and  even  a  cheerful  countenance.     Deeply  afFefted  at  this 
lilent,   but  unequivocal  proof  of  efteem,  Politiano  could  not  fup- 
prefs  his  feelings,  but,  turning  his  head  afide,  attempted  as  much  as 
poffible  to  conceal  his  fobs  and  his  tears.     Perceiving  his  agitation, 
Lorenzo   frill  continued  to  grafp  his  hand,  as  if  intending  to  fpeak 
to  him  when  his  paffion  had  fiibfided,  but  finding  him  unable  to 
refift  its  impulfe,  he  flowly,  and  as  it  were  unintentionally  relaxed 
his  hold,  and  Politiano,  haftening  into  an  inner  apartment,  flung 
himfelf  on   a  bed,  and  gave  way  to  his  grief.     Having  at  length 
com-pofed   himfelf,  he  returned  into  the  chamber,  when   Lorenzo 
again  called  to  him,  and  inquired  with  great  kindnefs  why  Pico  of 
Miranduia  had  not  once  paid  him  a  vifit  during  his  ficknefs.    FoIi» 
tano   apologized  for  his  friend,  by  afluring   Lorenzo  that   he  had 
only  been  deterred  by  the  apprehenfion  that  his  pretence  might   be 
troublefome.     "  On  the  contrary,"  replied  Lorenzo,  "  if  hisjour- 
ney  from  the  city  be  not^ troublefome  to  him,  I  Iball  rejoice  to  fee 
him  before  I  take  my  final  leave  of  you."     Pico  accordingly  came, 
and  feated  himfelf  at  the  fide  of  Lorenzo,  whilft  Politiano,  reclining- 
on  the  bed,  near  the  knees  of  his  revei  ed  bcnefador,  as  if  to  pre- 
vent any  extraordinary  exertion  of  his  declining  voice,  prepared  for 
the  lafl  time  to  fiiare  in  the  pleafures  of  his  converiation.  After  ex- 
cufing  himfelf  to  Pico  for  the  talk  he  had  impofcd  upon  him,  Lo- 
renzo exprefied  his  efteem  for  him  in  the  moft  affeilionate  terms, 
profefTmg  that  he  Ihould  meet  his  death  with  more  cheerfulnefs  after 
this  laft  interview.     He  then  changed  the  fubjcft  to  more  familiar 
and  lively  topics,  and  it  was  on  this  occafion  that  he  exprefied,  not 
without   fome  degree   of  jocularity,  his  wifhes  that  he  could  have 
obtained  a  reprieve,  until  he  could  have  completed  the  library  de- 
fined to  the.  ufe  of  his  auditors. 

*  This  interview  was  fcarcely  terminated,  when  a  vifitor  of  a 
very  different  character  arrived.    This  was  the  haughty  and  ehthu- 
fiaftic  Savonarola,  who  probably  thought,  that  in  the  laft  moments 
of  agitation  and  of  fuffering,  he  might  be  able  to  college  materials 
for  his  faftious  purpofes.     With  apparent  charity  and  kindnefs,  the 
priefl  exhorted  Lorenzo  to  remain    firm  in  the  catholic  faith;  to 
which  Lorenzo  profefled  bis  firift  adherence.     He  then  required  an 
avowal  of  his  intention,  m  cafe  of  his  recovery,  to  live  a  virtuous 
and  well-regulated  life ;  to  this  he  alfo  fignified  his  fincere  afient, 
Laftly,  he  _  reminded   him,  that,  if  needful,  he  ought  to  bear  his 
death  with  fortitude.     "  With  cheerfulnefs,"  replied  Lorenzo,  "  if 
fuch  be  the   will  of  God."     On   his  quitting  the  room,  Lorenzo 
'  called  him  back,  and,  as  an  unequivocal  mark  that  he  harboured  in 
his  bofom  no  refentment  againft  him  for  the  injuries  which  he  had 
received,  requefted  the  priefi:  would  bcflow  upon  him  his  benedic- 
tion ;  with  which  he  inftantly  complied,  Lorenzo  making  the  ufual 
refponfes  with  a  firm  and  collefted  voice.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  236. 

Lorenzo,  after  this,  embracing  his  friends,  and  having  re- 
ceived 
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ccived  the  lafl:  ceremonies  qf  the  church,  preiFing  to  his  llpa^ 
iriagniiiccnt  crucifix,  calmly  expired.  Though  the  deatii  of 
X>oven/.o  clofes  the  more  immediate  fubjecl  of  the  hiftory,  Mr. 
Rofcoe  gratifies  tlie  curiofity  of  his  readers,  by  giving  a  free  ou>t- 
Jine  of  the  fortunes  of  his  defcendants,  and  the  hiflory  of  the 
republic  of  Florence  through  tlie  various  florms  it  ejcperienced. 
(amongft  which,  that  raifed  by  the  fanatic  Savonarola  is  moii 
itnterelling),  to  its  lofing  even  that  n?,me  by  the  creation  of 
Cofmo,  the  firft  duke  of  Florence,  defcended  from  John  de 
Medici,  by  a  brother  of  the  firll  Cofmo.  We  cannot  refill 
tiaiifcribing  the  animated  conclufion — 

*  Thus  terminated  the  Florentine  republic,  which  had  fubfifted 
amidfl:  the  a<^itations  of  civil  commotions,  and  the  fliock  of  exter- 
=egI  attacks,  for  upwards  of  three  centuries,  and  had  produced  from 
its.  circiuTi-fcribed  territorv,  a  n'eater  number  of  eminent  men,  than 
any  other  country  in  Europe.  This  fingular  pre-eminence  is  chiefly 
X^!  be  attributed  to  the  nature  of  its  government,  which  called  forth 
the  talents  of  every  rank  of  citizens,  and  admitted  them  without 
di.ftin£tion  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  ftate.  But  the  fplendor  which 
the  Florentines  derived  from  examples  of  public  virtue,  and  efforts 
of  fiiperlative  geniuF,  was  frequently  tarnifned  by  the  fanguinary 
contefts  of  rival  parties.'  The  beneficent  genius  of  Lorenzo  de* 
Medici  for  a  time  removed  this  Reproach,  and  combined  a  (late  of 
fcigh  intelleftual  improvement  with  the  tranquillity  of  well-ordered 
government.  The  various  purfnits  in  which  he  himfelf  engaged, 
appear  indeed  to  have  been  fiibfervient  only  to  the  great  purpofe 
cf  humanizing  and  innproving  his  countrymen.  His  premature 
rfeath  left  the  commonwealth  v/ithout  a  pilot,  and  after  a  long  fe- 
ries  of  agitation,  the  haplefs  wreck  became  a  rich  and'Unexpe6led 
prize  to  Cofrno  de'' Medici.  With  Cofmo,  who  afterward  afTum- 
«(f  the  title  of  grand  duke,  commences  a  dynafty  of  fovereigns, 
which  continued  in  an  uninterrupted  fuccefSoh  until  the  early  part 
cf  the  prefent  century,  when  the  fceptre  of  Tufcany  pafTed  from 
the  imbecile  hands  of  Gafton  de'  Medici,  into  the  ftronger  grafp  of 
the  family  of  Auftria.  During  the  government  of  Cofmo,  the  ta- 
lents o-f  the  Florentines,  habituated  to  great  exertions,  but  fuddenly 
debarred  from  further  interference  with  the  direction  of  the  ftate, 
fought  out  new  channels,  and  difplayed  themfelves  in  works  of 
genius  and  of  art,  which  threw  a  luftre  on  the  fovereign,  and  gave 
addiiionil  credit  to  the  new  eftablifhment ;  but  as  thofe  who  were 
born  under  the  republic  retired  in  the  courfeof  nature,  the  energies 
of  the  Florentines  gradually  declined.  Under  the  equalizing  hand 
of  defpotifm,  whilll  the  difTufion  of  literature  was  promoted,  the 
exertions  of  original  genius  were  fupprefled.  The  numerous 
and  illufTrious  families,  whofe  names  had  for  ages  been  the  glory 
of  the  republic,  the  Scderini,  the  Srrozzi,  the  Ridolfi,  the  Ruc- 
f:eUai,  the  Valori,    and  the  Capponi,  who  had  negotiated  with 

monarchs, 
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Tnoharehs,  and  operated  by  their  perfonal  charafters  on  the  politics 
of  Europe,  funk  at  once  to  the  uniform  level  of  fubjefts,  and  be- 
came the  fubordinate  and  domeftic  officers  of  the  ruling  family. 
From  this  time  the  hiftory  of  Florence  is  the  hiftory  of  the  allian- 
ces,  the  negotiations,  the  virtues,  or  the  vices  of  its  reigning 
prince;  and  even  towards  thefe  the  annals  of  thetimes  fufnifli  but 
icanty  documents.  The  Florentine  hirtorians,  as  if  imwiUing  t» 
perpetuate  the  records  of  their  fubjugation,  have  almoft  invariablr 
cJofed  their  labours  with  the  fall  of  the  republic,  and  thedefire  of 
information  fortunately  terminates  where  the  want  of  it  begins,' 
Vol.  ii.  p.  310. 

The  numerous  extracts,  v'hich  the  merit  of  this  worlc  has 
induced  us  to  fele<^,  muft  have  given  a  fufficient  Idea  of  the 
manner  of  Its  execution.     The  ilyle  of  Mr.  Rofcoe  is  clear, 
dignified,    and  elegant,  pcrx'edtly  free   from  affectation,  but 
perhaps  a  little  too  uniformly  folemii  for  the  lighter  touches 
of  biography.     His  fine  tafte  and  liberal  fentiments  pervade 
the  whole  work ;  and  the  care  and  fuccefs  with  which,  unfa* 
voured  by  any  local  advantages,  he  has  co}le6led  fncli  a  num- 
ber of  original  documents,  demand  the  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments of  the  public.     Sometimes,  we  confefs,  his  honourable 
2eal  for  the  character  of  his  hero  has  led  him  to  make  ufe  of 
teftimonles  In  his  favour,  which  his  more  critical  difcernrnent 
would  fcarcely  have  accepted.     If  we  confider  the  fituatiom 
which  Lorenzo  filled,  as  head  of  the  ftate,  and  the  acknow- 
ledged Miecenas  of  all  literary  men,  we  cannot  but  look  wltk 
a  fufpicious  eye  on  euloglums  expreffed  in  letters  or  verfes 
written  during  his  life  time,  often  probably  intended  to  meet 
his  ear,  and  fometimcs  eveu  addrefled  to  himfelf.     We  mull 
add,  that  his  extreme  concern  for  the  moral  character  of  Lo- 
renzo rather  leaves  us  convinced  of  the  purity  of  his  own  mind, 
than  of  his  it  Is  intended  to  clear.     The  age  was  certainly  li- 
Cetitious;  philofophy  had  not  raifed  its  votaries  above  the  love 
of  vicious  pleafure,  any  more  than  their  urbanity  reilrainexi 
them  from  occafionally  ufing  the  mod  illiberal  abufe. 

To  each  volume  Is  fubjoincd.a  copious  Appendix,  contain- 
ing, poetry  of  Lorenzo,  now  firfl  pubiiilied.  Of  thefe  there 
ate  many  very  pleafing  pieces,  amongft  which  the  Jmi^ra, 
containing  a  metamorphofis  in  the  Ovidian  manner,  and  much, 
elegant  defcriptlon,  is  one  of  tli^  moft  pleafing.  To  thefe  are 
added,  letters  and  poems  of  Politian,  papers  relative  to  die 
Pazzi/:onfpiracy,  with  many  other  Jetters  and  pieces  in  Latin 
and  Italian,  fome  of  greater,  and  fome  of  lei^  importance. 
We  ought  not  to  conclude  our  account  of  this  work,  \vitiioi4t 
noticing  that  it  is  ornamented  v,ith  appropriate  engraviugs, 
nor  without  again  exprefuujg  our  fatisfaclion  on  being  caiJed 
upon  to  attend  a  hew  and  fu'cceftful  candidate  in  cue  cf  ths 
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mofl   elevated   walks  of  literature,  and,  till  of  late,  In  this 
country,  the  leail  frequented. 

yi  Mathematical  and  Philofophical  Di^i'ionary :  contahiir.g  an 
Expianaiion  of  the  Terms,  and  an  Account  of  the  feveral  Sub- 
jeils,  comprized  ujidcr  the  Heads  Afathematlcsy  j^Jlronomyy 
and  Philefophy-^  both  Natural  and  Experimental :  with  an 
hi/iorlcal  Account  of  the  Pljcy  Progrefs,  and  prefoit  State  of 
thefe  Sciences  :  alfo  Memoirs  of  fhe  Lives  and  IVrltlngs  of 
the  mofl  eminent  Authors^  both  ancient  and  modern,  loho  by 
their  Dlfcoverles  or  Improvements  have  contributed  to  the 
Advancement  of  them.  fVlth  many  Cuts  and  Copper-Plates. 
By  Charles  Button,  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S.  l^c.  2  Fols.  ^to. 
2/.    145.      Boards.     Robinfons.     1795» 

A  MONG  the  methods  ufefully  purfued  fince  the  difcovery 
"^^  of  the  art  of  printing,  to  diffufe  knowledge  more  gene- 
rally among  mankind,  one  greatly  to  be  commended  is  that 
employed  by  our  author,  namely,  to  collecl  together  from  a 
vaft  body  of  materials,  and  to  arrange  methouically,  the  things 
of  the  greatefl  importance  to  the  clafs  for  whom  he  writes. 
In  vain  can  the  generality  of  mathematicians  expe£f  to  purfue 
a  fubje6l  through  all  the  books  in  which  it  is  difcuffed  ;  the 
expenfe  for  the  greater  part  would  be  too  much,  if  the  labour 
did  not  deter  them  from  fuch  an  inquiry.  But  they  will  all 
be  glad  to  have  the  means  of  afcertaiiiing  v.'ith  eafe,  what 
bocks  they  fhould  (ludy  for  any  branch  of  their  fcience  ;  and 
it  is  alfo  a  fubjecl  of  meritorious  inquiry,  to  know  fomething 
of  the  men  to  whofe  induilry  they  are  indebted  for  the  ad- 
vance of  knowledge  in  the  world.  On  thefe  accounts  we  do 
rot  fcruple  to  recommend  very  ftrongly,  to  the  mathematical 
part  of  our  readers,  the  volumes  before  us  :  not  that  we  are  in- 
fenfiblc  to  thofe  parts  which  appear  defects  to  us,  nor  that  we 
think  the  work  every  where  anfwering  to  the  expeftations  which 
might  be  formed  from  the  extenfive  knowledge  and  talents  of 
the  author  ;  but  in  general  we  may  fay,  that  there  is  fcarcely 
a  fubje6l  in  the  mathematics,  on  which  the  reader  will  not  ei- 
ther gain  the  fulleil  information,  or  be  referred  to  the  belt 
authorxj  and  there  have  been  very  few  men  of  diftinguiflied 
note  in  the  mathematical  world,  whofe  lives  and  writings  do 
not  form  the  fubje6f  of  a  very  interefting  article. 

In  many  places  the  author  interfperfes  his  own  particular 
difcoveries ;  in  others  he  gives  us  his  own  analyfis ;  in 
others  he  felecls  from  the  bed  materials.  In  fo  wide  a 
field  it  is  in  vain  that  M'e  feek  for  extrafts,  or  we  might 
fele£l  the  ingenious  proof  given  of  the  equilibrium  on  the 
lever  j  we  might  obferve  how  properly,  in  the  account  of 
mills,  the  rectification  lately  made  in  the  theory  in  America  is 

introduced ; 
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introduced  j  we  might  take  a  variety  of  fubje£ls,  in  whlcU 
every  idea  of  importance  that  has  been  ever  advanced,  is  pro- 
duced, and  the  reader  has  before  him  every  thing  that  is  ue- 
ceflary  to  give   him' complete  fatisfa£lion.      Yet  there   are 
things  which  might  have  been  omitted,  and  their  omlilion 
would  have  left  fpace  for  more  important  articles.     Thus  the 
mathematician  and  philolbpher  do  not,  in  fuch  a  work,  look 
for  an  account  of  the  feflivais  of  the  church,  unlefs  fomequef- 
tion  in  chronology  is  involved  in  them ;  and  the  hiftory  of  the 
aberration  of  the  iixed  ftars,  and  aeroflation,  occupies  a  greater 
bulk  than  their  comparative  merit  deferves.     Had  the  hiftory 
of  aberration  been  fliortened,  the  theory  perhaps  might  have 
been  advantageoufly  enlarged  upon.      la  the  aberration   of 
light  by  reflection  or  refraftion  by   fpherical  furfaces,    the 
theory  is  more  incorrecl,  and  we  looked  in  vain  for  the  infor- 
mation we  required  under  the  articles  Caullicks  and  Diacau- 
fticks.     An  inftance  of  improper  arrangement,  which  will  be 
calTly  correcled,  is  in  the  account  of  Societies,  or  Academies, 
which   are  under  three  articles.    Academy,  Royal  Society, 
Society ;  now  as  all  the  focieties,  though  differing  in  names, 
are  upon  a  fimilar  plan,  it  feems  natural  that  they  fhould  be 
found  under  one  head.     Under  the   article  Bridges,  after  an 
ample  account  of  fome  remarkable  ones,  chiefly  in  Britain, 
the  reft,  fuch  as  bridges  of  boats,  floats,  flying  bridges,  8cc. 
are  only  named :  but  the  mathematician  is  interefted  in  the 
theory  of  the  flying  bridges  on  the  Rhine  j  and  the  account  of 
thefe  and  other  bridges  might,  in  another  edition  of  the  work, 
ufefully  exp-and  this  article.     The  account  of  the  crane  is  not 
fufficiently  expanded  ;  for  fo  ufeful  an  inftrument,  we  (liould 
not  be  referred  only  to  other  writers  for  very  material  infor- 
mation.     Since  the  comnion    mode  of    meafuring  a  huiar 
mountain   is  given,  the  corre£lion  of  it  by  Herfchel  fliould 
not  have  been  omitted.      The  article  Calendar  is  defedtive, 
as  the  prefent  Jewifh  calendar,  which  deferves  more  praife 
than  the  Gregorian,  is  omitted,  and  the  able  explanation  of 
the  Hindoo  chronology,  lately  given  in  the  Tran factions  of  the 
feveral  focieties,  is  not  noticed   under  the  word  Chronology. 
We  might  mention  other  things  of  this  kind,  which  ftruck  us  in 
lookincrover  the  work  :  but  in  fo  multifarious  a  talk,  it  is  wOn- 
derful  that  the  omiflions  have  not  been  more  numerous  ;  and 
we  are  of  a  difpofition  rather  to  be  thankful  to  every  author 
for  what  he  has  done,  than  to  cenfure  for  what,  in  our  opi- 
nions, he  may  have  left  undone. 

In  fo  laborious  a  taflc,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  tliat  the  com- 
piler will  be  every  where  attentive  to  flyle;  and  he  may  fome- 
times  ofi^end  againft  precifion.  Such  things  will  efcape,  as 
*  There  are  an  infinite  number,'—-'  For  bccaujs  the  angle  is*  .  , 
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therefore  their  oppofite  fides  are  equal.' — *  Produft  is  t]\tfac' 
turn  of — .'  Progreffion  is  defined  ;  it  is  then  confined  to  the 
arithmetical  and  geometrical,  and  at  the  end  reference  is  made 
to  another  place,  which  teaches  of  more  progrefTions. 

In  various  places  the  author  gives  fuch  hints  as  are  calcu- 
lated to  produce  reform  where  it  is  wanted,  or  to  carry  on 
an  inftitution  to  a  higher  flate  of  improvement.  Thus,  in  the 
account  of  Academies,  he  naturally  defcribes  one  of  the  ut- 
moll  importance  to  the  Britifh  nation,  the  Woolwich  Aca- 
demy ;'  we  regret  that  there  (hculd  be  occafion  for  the  remark 
at  the  conclufion,  and  (till  more,  that  where  the  claimants  on 
public  generofity  have  nothing  but  their  merits  to  plead,  their 
modell  addrefles  mufl  be  loll  in  the  crowd  of  memorials  froni 
borough-mongering  petitioners. 

'  We  have  two  royal  academies  of  this  kind  in  England,  the  ex- 
pences  of  v/hich  are  defrayed  by  the  government ;  the  one  at  Wool- 
wich, for  the  artillery  and  military  engineers ;  and  the  other  at 
Portfmouth,  for  the  navy.  The  former  was  eftabiiflied  by  his  late 
irajefty  king  George  IL  by  warrants  dated  April  the  30th  and 
November  the  i8th,  1 741'^  for  inftnifting  perfons  belonging  to  the 
military  part  of  the  ordnance,  in  the  feveral  branches  of  mathema- 
tics, fortification,  &c.  proper  to  qualify  them  for  the  fervice  of  ar- 
tillery and  the  office  of  engineers.  This  inftitution  is  under  the 
direftion  of  the  maftcr-general  and  board  of  ordnance  for  the  time 
being  ;  and  at  firft  the  lectures  of  the  mafters  in  the  academy  were 
attended  by  the  practitioner- engineers,  with  the  officers,  ferjeants, 
corporals,  and  private  men  of  the  artillery,  befides  th  *  cadets.  At 
prefent  however  none  are  educated  there  but  the  gentlemen  cadets,- 
10  the  number  of  90  or  ico,  where  they  receive  an  education  per.* 
baps  not  to  be  obtairied  or  purchafed  for  money  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  The  mailer- general  of  the  ordnance  is  always  captain  of 
the  cadets'  company,  and  governor  of  the  academy  ;  under  him 
are  a  lieutenant-governor,  and  an  infpe£tor  of  iludies.  The  n.afters 
have  been  gradually  increafed,  from  two  or  three  at  firft,  now  to 
the  number  of  twelve,  namely,  a  profeffor  of  mathematics,  and 
two  other  mathematical  mafters,  a  prnft-flbr  of  fortification,  and  aa 
afllflant,  two  drawing  mafters,  two  French  mafters,  with  mafters 
for, fencing,  dancing,  and  chemiftry.  This  inftitution  is  of  ths 
greateft  confequence  to  the  ftate,  and  it  is  hardly  credible  that  fo 
important  an  object  fliould  be  accompliflied  at  fo  trifling  an  ex- 
pence.  It  is  to  be  lamented  houever  that  the  academy  is  fixed  in  {o  ■ 
unhealthy  a  iittiation ;  that  the  le6ture  rooms  and  cadets'  barracks  are 
fofmall  as  to  beinfufficicnt  for  the  purpofes  of  the  inftitution  ;  and 
that  the  falaries  of  the  profciTors  and  mafters  (liouk!  be  fo  inadequate 
to  their  labours,  and  the  benefit  of  their  fervices.'     Vol.  i.  p.  16. 

Our  prefent  Royal  Society  is  not  fpared  :  and  there  is,  we 

8  fear 
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fear,  too  juft  ground  of  corhplainr.  The  author  declares  his 
intentions  of  giving  a  hiftory  of  this  body  for  the  laft  twenty 
years ;  in  whic  h  period  feme  circumftances  have  occurred, 
which  may,  in  fome  meafure,  be  faid  to  have  operated  a  re- 
volution in  the  fociecy,  and  to  have  given  a  very  different  com- 
plexion to  its  publications.  Whether  the  writer,  in  fpcakinf^ 
pf  the  fociety,  does  not  carry  matters  rather  too  far,  when  he 
fays  repeatedly,  '  this  once  refpe£lable  fociety,'  we  leave  him 
to  confider ;  for,  though  the  fociety  is  not,  in  the  eyes  of  men 
of  fcience  and  philofophy,  fo  refpedable  as  formerly,  yet  it 
does  not  ceafe  to  rank  high  among  its  competitors  for  fame  ia 
different  parts  of  the  world.  That  the  number  of  honorary 
out\veii2:hs  exceedingly  that  of  fcientific  members,  is  certain  : 
and  report  fays  that  unjuftifiable  fteps  are  frequently  taken  to 
keep  out  men  of  fcience,  on  account  of  their  political  princi- 
ples. To  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  fociety,  the  following  remark 
may  be  juftly  applied — 

'  Indeed  this  once  very  refpc(5lable  fociety,  now  confiffing  of  a 
preat  proportion  of  honorary  members,  who  do  not  ufually  com- 
municate papers  ;  and  many  fcientific  members  being  difcouraged 
from  making  their  ufual  communications,  by  what  is  deemed  the 
prefent  arbitrary  government  of  the  fociety  ;  the  annual  volumes 
have  in  confeqiience  become  of  much  lefs  importance,  both  in 
refpeft  of  their  bulk  and  the  quahty  of  their  contents.'  Vol.  ii. 
p.  399. 

We  fliall  obferve  only,  that,  if  It  Is  true,  that  rank  and  for- 
tune confer  the  greater  diftin^lions  in  this  fociety,  and  that 
men  of  fcience  are  difcouraged,  the  exiflence  of  fuch  a  body 
may  continue  for  a  long  period  of  years,  till,  by  the  gradual 
"wearing  out  of  its  firfl  reputation,  it  becomes  an  objei£l  of 
j-uft  contempt. 

Among  the  lives  omitted,  are  thofe  of  Bofcovich,  Montu- 
cla,  and  Torelli.  The  omiflion  of  the  former  article  we  re- 
gret the  more,  as  we  know  not  any  perfon  fo  well  calculated 
to  eftimate  with  precifion  the  merits  of  Bofcovich,  as  our 
author  ;  and  though  the  name  of  Torelii  is  little  known 
amongft  Englifh  mathematicians,  who,  It  muff;  be  confeffed, 
are  not,  in  general,  much  converfant  with  the  writings  of  fo- 
reigners, yet  the  preparation  of  the  edition  of  Archimedes, 
and  many  other  writings,  give  him  the  preference  to  a  vafk 
crowd  of  Englifh  writers,  who  have  each  their  refpeilive  niches. 

But  we  will  not  proceed  to  point  out  more  defecSVs,  from 
which  no  work  of  this  kind  ever  was,  or  is  ever  likely  to  be  ex- 
empt. We  fhall  repeat  only  our  firfl:  recommendation,  that 
it  merits  a  place  in  the  library  of  every  one  who  is  at  all  en- 
gaged in  mathematical  purfuits. 

Crit,  Rey.  Vol.  XVIIL  Nov.  1796.  Y  Tra^s 
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Trails  on  Pol'ilical  and  other   Subjec'fsj  piiblij^jcd  at  various' 
"Times.   By  yofepJ?  Towers,   LL.  D.   and  now  firji  collctied 
together^  in  Three  Volumes.  8t'o.     l/.   \s.    Boatds.      Robiii- 
fons.      179<^' 
T>  R.  Towers  has  been  long  known  as  a  political  writer,  and 
■^^   has  maintained  the  character  not  only  of  a  zealous  advo- 
cate for  liberty,  but  of  an  honed;  uncorrnpted  man.     A  collec- 
tion of  his  tracts,  therefore,  cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  many 
readers. 
The  contents  of  the  firfl;  of  thefe  volumes  are  as  follows— 

'  I.  A  vindication  of  the  political  principles  of  iVIr.  Locke,  in 
anfwer  to  the  objections  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tiicfter,  Deun  of  Glcller. 

II.  A  Letter  to  Doftor  Samuel  Johnfcn,  occafioned  bv  his  late 
political  publications :  with  an  appendix,  containing  feme  obfer- 
vatiuns   on  a  pamphlet  publiflied  hy  Dr.  Shebbeare. 

ilL  Obfervations  on  iNIr.  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England.'    Vol.  i. 

p.   XV, 

The  treatife  of  Tvlr.  Locke  was  attacked  by  Dr.  Tucker  on 
narrow  and  illiberal  principles.  Dr.  Towers's  view  of  their 
xefpetlive  merits  may  be  colled ed  from  what  follows — 

'  Dean  Tucker  appears  to  take  great  delight  in  giving  the  moft 
diflionourable  view  that  is  poffible  of  the  character  and  manners  of 
our  anccftors..  "  The  old  Englifli  hofpitality,*'  fays  he,  "  fo  much 
boafied  of,  and  fo  little  underftood,  was  for  the  moll  part  dedicated, 
to  the  very  purpofes  of  retaining  and  feeding,  in  the  great  halls, 
mimbers  of  people,  to  be  the  general  pcftb  of  fcciety,  and  a  torment 
to  each  other." 

'  This  furely  is  writing  in  the  ftyle  of  a  mere  party  man,  and' 
not  like  a  candid  inquirer  into  truth,  or  into  the  real  ftate  of  antient 
manners.  Many  irregularities  and  diforders  were  certainly  exhibited 
by  our  ancelfors  in  the  feudal  times  :  but  they  were  not,  as  might; 
be"  prefumed  from  the  reprefentation  of  Dr.  Tucker,  at  leaft  for  the 
mOft  part,  a  mere  collection  of  robbers  and  barbarians. 

'The  Dean  takes  much  pains  to  (hew,  that  the  barons,  at  the- 
granting  of  Magna  Charta,  and  other  chieftains  at  difrersnt  periods, 
who  oppofed  the  tyranny  of  princes,  and  endeavoured  to  procure- 
freedom  for  themfelves,  have  yet  had  little  inclination  to  extend  it- 
to  their  dependants.  This  may  be  admitted  without  much  difficulty  r 
hut  it  will  onlv  prove  the  necefiitv  of  introducing;  more  enlarged 
jM-inciples  of  liberty,  and  fyftems  of  government  better  adapted  to 
fecurc  the  con^mon  rights  of  mankind,  than  have  generally  pre- 
vailed :  and  this  is  the  very  purpofe  for  the  promotion  of  which 
Mr.  Locke's  treatife  concernincr  civil  o-overnment  was  written. 

'  As  to  the  Dean's  own  fyftem  of  government,  for  a  fyftem  he 
calls  it,  it  feems  fo  unworthy  of  that  name,  that  one  is  foniewhat 
aftoaifljed,  that  even  he  himfcif  (liould  fuppofe  it  to  be  deferving.. 
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of  that  appellation.  He  ftyles  it  a  "  fyftem  of  his  own  ;"  but  I 
confefs,  that  I  can  find  verv  little  in  this  fyftem,  excepting  his 
<^uaji  Contrail,  feme  obfervations  on  thofe  propenftties  in  human 
nature  that  are  fuppofed  to  lead  men  to  fociery  and  civil  govern- 
ment, and  fome  propofed  regulations  about  tlie  qualifications  of 
candidates,  and  of  voters  for  members  of  parliament ;  wiiich  cer- 
tainly make  but  a  very  meagie  fyftem  of  government,  to  fay  the  " 
heft  of  it.  Thofe  obfervations  contained  in  it  which  are  new,  ara 
of  little  value;  and  thofe  which  are  juft,  are  riot  new,  nor  incon- 
llilent  with  the  fyftem  of  Mr.  Locke.  The  maxims  of  govern- 
ment, laid  down  by  that  celebrated  writer,  are  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  moft  important  interefts  of  human  nature :  but  Dean 
Tucker's  "  True  Balis  of  Civil  Government  "  comprehends  little 
but  partial  and  local  regulations,  excepting  fome  concefiions,  in 
which  are  included  a  few  of  the  ideas  and  fentiments  of  ?.Ir.  Locke. 
The  Dean  has  endeavoured  to  found  his  fyftem  upon  "  thofe  prin- 
ciples in  human  nature,  which  may  ferve  as  a  bafts  for  any  fpecies 
of  civil  government  to  ftand  Upon."  Mr.  Locke  had  certainly 
very  different  views.  He  intended,  by  his  Treatife  on  Govern- 
ment, to  recommend  thofe  maxims  of  civil  policy  only,  which 
fliould  be  confonant  to  reafon  and  to  juftice,  and  favourable  to 
general  freedom,  and  to  general  happinefs.'     Vol.  i.  p.  86. 

There  is  much  perfplcuity  and  good  fenfe  In  this  tx^Oc. 
Dr.  Towers  gives  a  juft  opinion  of  Dr.  Tucker's  performance 
in  comparifon  of  Locke's,  in  the  following  terms— 

*  The  civility  and  decency,  with  which  Dr.  Tucker  thinks  pro- 
per to  treat  Mr.  Locke,  and  his  followers,  are  not  unworthy  the 
i'.uention  of  the  readers  of  his  performance.  Of  the  '•  Lockians," 
as  he  quaintly  terms  the  followers  of  Mr.  Locke,  he  fpeaks  with' 
lach  a  variety  of  reproach,  as '  he  may  poftibly  imagine  does  fome 
credit  to  his  invention.  The  opinions  of  Mr.  Locke  himfelf  he 
compliments  with  the  appellations  of  "  idle  notions,"  "  ftrange 
notions,"  "  extravagant  notions,"  "  dreadful  notions,"  "  abfurd 
doctrines,"  and  "  wild  and  viiionary  plans ;"  and  various  other 
fimilar  and  equally  elegant  flovv-ers  of  fpeech ;  and  he  fays,  that  his 
fyftem  is  "  one  of  the  moil:  mifchievous,  as  well  as  ridiculous 
fchemes,  that  ever  difgraced  the  reafoning  faculties  of  human  na- 
ture." But  furely  there  is  no  ordinary  degree  of  arrogance,  in  this 
mode  of  treating  fo  truly  refpectable  a  writer  as  Mr.  Locke.  The 
Dean  would,  perhaps,  not  be  perfeftly  pleafed,  if  it  were  faid  of 
his  book,  that  it  is  one  of  the  moft  abfurd  performances  "  that 
ever  difgraced  the  reafoning  faculties  of  human  nature:"  and  yet 
this  might  certainly  be  faid  of  it  with  abundantly  more  truth,  than 
this,  or  any  thing  ftmiiar,  can  be  faid  ot'  tiie  work,  or  of  the  fenti- 
ments, of  Mr.  Locke.'     Vui.  1.   p.  98. 
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Dr.  Towers,  in  perfett  coiififlence  with  his  principles,  next 
takes  another  learned  doQor  in  hand,  Dr.  Samuel  johnfon, 
who,  though  ever  to  be  admired  for  his  talents,  has  incurred 
fome  cenfurcfor  what  has  been  confidered  as  an  inconfiftency 
inconduci:-,  not  beeaufe  he  received  a  penfion,  but  becaufe, 
in  confequence  of  that  penfion,  he  allowed  himfelf  to  be  em- 
ployed at  the  devotion  of  the  niiniflry,  as  may  be  feen  in  his 
*■  Falfe  Alarm,'  in  his  '  Thouglits  on  the  Tranfa6l;ions  refpe£t- 
ing  Falkland's  Ifland,'  and  the  '  Patriot,'  compared  with 
'London,  a  Satire,  in  Imitation  of  the  Third  Satire  of 
Juvenal.'  Dr.  Towei^s  purfues  Dr.  Johnfon  through  thefe 
publications  with  confiderable  fpirit,  and  clofeshis  tratSl  in  the 
following  manner — • 

'  It  is  a  misfortune  which  has  attended  your  political  writings, 
that  they  have  degraded  your  own  charafler,  without  rendering 
nnich  fervlce  to  tliofe  by  whom  you  were  employed.  I  believe  no 
writer  of  your  abilities  ever  engaged  in  policies,  whofe  productions 
■were  of  fo  little  efFeft,  and  fo  unprofitable  to  his  patrons.  And 
you 'may  in  many  rsfpefts  be  confidered  as  a  memorable  inftance 
of  human  weaknefs.  For  though  you  have  given  evidences  of 
great  force  of  genius,  you  have  at  the  &me  time  difcovered  fuch 
little  prejudices,  and  fuch  bigotted  attachments,  as  would  have  dif- 
graced  a  commoa  uncferftanding. 

■  *■  You   will  probably,  with  that  haugluinefs  which  is  natural  to- 
yon,  but  which  even  your  befV  friends  niufi:  acknowledge  to  be  a 
confiderable  Raw  in  vour  charafter,  affeft  to  difregard  whatever  cnn 
be  offered  againft  your  conduct,  or  your  writings.    But  fliould  you 
ever  again  really  be  influenced,  by- thole  principles  of  virtue,  which 
you  have  fo  forcibly  inculcated  on  others,  you  will,  regret,  that 
your  time  has,  been  mii'employed  in  the  vindication  of  meafures,. 
which  (liould  have  excited  the  indignation  of  every  honeft  man.     I 
would,  however,  wilh  you  to  remember,  fliould  you  again  addrefs 
the  public  under  the  character  of  a  political  writer,  that  luxuriance 
of  imagination,  or  energy  of  language,  will  ill  compenfate  for  the 
want  of  candour,  of  jullice,  and  of  truth.     And  I  fliall  only  add, 
that  fliould  I  hereafter  be  difpofed  to  read,  as   I  heretofore   have 
done,  the  mofl:  excellent  of  all  your  performances,  The  Rambler^ 
the   pleafure  which   I   have  been  accuftomed  to  find  in  it  will  be 
much  diminifhed  by  the  refleftion,  that  the  writer  of  fo  moral,  fo 
elegant,  and  fo  valuable  a  vi'ork,  was  capable  of  profi:ituting  his  ta- 
lents  in    fuch  produ<ffions,  as  the  Falfe  Alarm,  the  Thoughts  on 
the  Tranfaftions   refpedting  Falkland's  Iflands,  and   the   Patriot.' 
Vol.  i.  V.  206. 

In  an  Appendix,  Dr.  Towers  attacks  Dr.  Shebbeare,  who, 
(to  ufc  Dr.  Towers'swords)  in  compliance  to  his  patrons,  de- 
graded the  chara£lers  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  tra- 
duced. 
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duced  tKe  revolution,  and  the  moft  illuftrious  patriots  of  the 
]afl  age,  and  poured  out  the  moft  icurrilous  abufe  on  the  Pro- 
teftant  Diffenters. 

The  third  tract  of  Dr.  Towers  is  entitled,  *  Obfervations 
on  Mr.  Hume's  Hillory  of  England.'  This  work  was  aifo 
engaged  in  by  Bifiiop  Hurd.  Dr.  Towers's  obfervations  are 
pertinent,  and  will  be  read  vvath  pleafure  by  fuch  as  admire 
the  compofition  of  Mr.  Hume,  but  difanprove  of  fome  of  his 
principles.     Dr.  Towers  fpeaks  in  his  Preface  as  follows'— 

'  The  writtr  of  the  following  obfervations  on  the  works  of  a  late 
celebrated  author,  regrets  that  his  death  happened  before  their  pub- 
iication.  He  apprehends,  however,  that  this  cir-cumftance  is  not 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  preclude  their  being  printed.  The  merit  of 
Mr.  Hume's  hilfory,  as  a  fine  compofition,  will  make  it  long  read, 
whatever  may  be  its  dehcien-cies  in  other  rcfpefls  ;'  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, of  fome  confequence,  that  a  jufl  idea  fhould  be  formed  of  it. 
And  as  no  man  fuppofes,  that  there  is  any  impropriety  in  criticifing 
the  works  of  Addifon,  of  Pope,  or  of  Milton,  there  can  benajuil 
reafon  for  objecting  to  acriticif'm  on  a  work  of  Mr.  Hume,  though 
his  death  be  of  a  more  recent  date.  Whatever  refpe*.^  may  he  due 
to  the  memory  of  a  departed  genius,  a  much  greater  is  due  to  the 
jnterefts  of  truth  ;  nor  can  the  proper  inftruction  be  derived  from 
an  hiflorical  compofition,  unicfs  we  are  acquainted  with  the  views 
of  the  writer,  and  with  the  degree  of  credit  that  is  due  to  his  narra- 
tions.'    Vol.  i.   p.  255. 

In  the  fecond  volume  Dr.  Towers  lays  before  his  readers 
the  following  fubje6ls — 

'  IV.  Obfervadons  on  the  rights  and  duty  of  j'jries,  in  trials  for 
libels  :  together  with  remarks 'on  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  law  of 
libels. 

'  V.  A  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nowell,  principal  of  St.  Mary 
Hall,  king's  profeObr  of  modern  hiilory,  &c.  occafiontd  by  his 
very  extraordinary  fermon,  preached  before  the  houfe' of  coma:cns, 
on  the  30th  of  January,   i  7  72. 

*  Vi.  'An  examination  iiuo  the  nature  and  evidence  of  the 
charges  bronght  a  gain  ft  lord  X^'iliiam  Ruflel  and  Algernon  Sydney, 
by  fir  John  Dalrymple,  bait,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Gre:it  Britain. 

'  VI  r.  A  dialogue  between  two  sentlemen,  concernino  the  late 
application  to  parliament,  for  relief  in  the  matter  of  lubfcription  to 
the  thirtv-nine  articles  and  lituro;v  of  the  church  of  Knt'laud. 

'  Vni.  A  review  of  the  genuine  do6trines  of  chriltianity. 

<  IX.  An  oration  delivered  at  the  internment  of  the  Rev.  Caleb 
Fleming,  D.  I).  July,  29,   1779.'     ^'^°'*  ^'-  ^-  '^'• 

Of  thefe  tracts  tiie  moft  important  is  *  Obfervations  on  tiie 
Ivighls  and  Duty  of  Juries,'  &c.  v/hich  is  a  very  ufeful  and 
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excellent  performance.    An   opinion  of  the  contents  of  this 
pamphlet  may  be  collccSled  from  the  following  Vkords  of  Dr. 

Towers —  * 

*  The  writer  of  the  following  obfervations  not  being  a  lawyer  by 
profcfiioii,  fome  apology  may  feem  necefHiry,  for  his  attempting  to 
write  upon  a  fubjeiSl,  which  may  be  thought  more  peculiarly  the 
province  of  the  profelTbrs  of  the  law.  But  it  is  a  fubjeft,  as  he 
conceives,  of  great  importance  to  the  general  interefts  of  liberty,  a 
fubjeft  in  which  every  En'^liflnnan  is  concerned,  and  in  which 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  from  the  habits  of  their 
])rofellion,  aiid  from  their  connexions  and  future  profpefts,  are, 
perhaps,  not  perfeftly  impartial.  It  is,  however,  a  fubjeft,  which 
Ihould  be  generally  underltood  by  men  of  al!  ranks,  and  efpecially 
by  thofe  who  are  liable  to  ferve  on  juries  ;  for  the  liberty  of  tlie 
prefs  is  eOentiaily  connected  with  it,  and  with  that  liberty  every 
other  branch  of  public  freedom. 

'  As  the  writer  of  thefe  obfervations  has  read  moft  of  the  pieces 
that  have  been  publifhed  relative  to  the  law  of  libels,  ana  perufed 
almoft  every  trial  of  this  kind  that  has  been  pubiiined,  he  is  not 
unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the  law  upon  that  fubjeft,  and 
could  have  exprefTed  himfeif  with  a  greater  conformity  to  the  teci;- 
nical  phrafes  of  that  profeflion.  But  as  he  writes  not  for  lawyers, 
but  chiefly  for  men  of  other  profcfiions  and  employments,  he  thouglit 
it  beft  to  make  ufe  of  language  that  fliould  be  generally  intelligible. 
Every  man,  who  is  liable  to  ferve  on  a  jury,  fliould  endeavour,  as 
far  as  his  other  avocations  will  admit,  to  make  himfeif  acquainted 
vith  the  duties  of  that  imporfimt  office:  and  it  is  not  pollible  for 
this  knov.'Iecige  to  be  too  generally  dilfeminated.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  iii. 

The  following  obfervations  we  leave  with  our  readerS)  a$ 
important — 

'  Englifh  juries  have  been  in  pofleffion,  time  immemorial,  of  the 
ripht  of  o'ivino;  a  general  verdift,  of  determining  both  the  law  and  the 
^fatt,  in  every  criminal  cafe,  brought  before  them.  They  have  ex- 
crcifed  this  right  in  innumerable  inftances.  And  there  is  no  cafe 
in  which  it  is  more  important  to  the  fecurity  of  the  fubjeft,  that 
they  fliould  continue  toexercife  this  right,  than  in  the  cafe  of  libels. 
But  on  this  fubjeft  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  law,  probably 
from  prudential  confiderations,  feeni  to  have  been  unwillinaf  to 
fpeak  out  clearly  and  explicitly  ;  and  others  of  them  have  appeared 
too  ready  to  imbibe  prejudices  againff  the  inftitudon  and  the  riglits 
of  juries.  From  whence  this  has  arifen,  it  is  nor  necefiary  hcie  to 
inquire  :  but  it  may  be  obfcrved,  that  every  banifter  m.ay  have  fome 
hopes  of  being  a  judge ;  and  may,  therefore,  not  feel  any  violent 
repugnance  to  the  exienfion  of  the  power  of  a  judge.  Somewhat 
of  profefiional  pride  may  alfo  make  them  unwilling  to  acknowledge, 
uhat  coipmoo  Jurymen  are  capable  of  detern:!ining  what  they  call  a 
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point  of  law.  But  the  truth  is,  that  it  requires  very  little  knowledge 
of  law,  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  dclign  and  tendency  of  fuch 
books  or  papers,  as  are  brought  into  our  courts  of  law  under  the 
denomination  of  libels.  They  are  generally  addr.efibd  to  men  of  all 
profellions,  and  fuch  of  them  as  can  be  underflood  only  by  lawyers, 
are  not  very  likely  to  produce  tumults  or  iufurredious.'  Vol.  ii. 
p.  40. 

The  third  volume  contains  tne  follov/ing  articles — 

'  X.  Thoughts  on  the' commencement  of  a  new  parliament: 
with  an  appendix,  containing  remarks  on  the  letter  of  the  right 
hon.   Edmund  Burke,  on  the  revolution  in  France. 

'  XI.  A  dialooue  between  an  alTociatcr  ajid  a  well-informed 
Englifliman,  on  the  gro\;nds  of  the  late  afTocialions,  au<J  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war  with  France. 

'  XII.  Remark^  on  the  conducf,  principles,  and  publications, 
of  the  alfociation  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  in  the  Strand,  for  pre- 
ferving  liberty  and  property  againfi:  republicans  and  levellers. 

'  XIII.  An  efTav  on  the  life,  character,  and  writines,  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon.'     Vol.  iii.  p.  iii. 

Of  Dr.  Towers's  Trafts  v.'e  have  before  given  our  opinion 
at  large,  when  appearing  as  diftinct  publication?.  It  v. ill  not 
therefore  be  expected  of  us  to  go  i:ito  fo  minute  ^n  examina- 
tion of  them,  as  their  merits  may  feem  to  require ;  we  onlv, 
therefore,  fay  of  them.,  that  they  are  diftlnguinied  by  a  clear 
and  forcible,  rather  than  a  brilliant  ftyle  ;  that  ihe  do£tor's 
obfervations  are  rather  direct  and  pointed,  than  moralifing  or 
fententious  :  his  fubjecfs  are,  for  the  moil  part,  popular  a;id 
interelling;  and  he  treats  them  commonly  iu  an  eariieil,  po- 
pular, and  interefting  manner. 


Medical  Hijicrlcs  .and  Ref.cBivns,  By  John  Fariar^  M.D. 
Pby/ician  to  .the  A4anchcjler  Infirmary.,  Dijpenjary^  Lunatic. 
HolfitaL  and  j^jylum.  Vol.  II.  Si-o.  4^.  Boards.  Ca- 
jdell  and  Davies.      1 795. 

Tl/E  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of  Dr.  Ferriar  as  an  able  and 
*  intelligent  medical  inquirer,  in  our  account  of  the  firlfc 
volume  of  Medical  Hiltories  and  Reflections  *  ;  and  v.'e  have 
•not  found  any  reafon  for  thinking  lefs  favourably  of  him 
in  the  prefer.t  inftance.  The  objects  of  refearch  are  equaljy 
important,  the  mode   of  inveftigatlon  ia   every  refpecl   the 


.*  See  Crit.Rev.  Vol.  XI.  Kev,-  Avi.  p.  jSg. 

V  4  Ss.'cn.^i 


312  Fcrriar's  Medical  H'ljlor'us -and  Ri'Jle^ion%. 

fame,  the  ability  difplayed  in  the  "execution  by  no  means  in* 
ferior. 

Some  of  the  conclufionsj  however,  (Irlke  us  as  dilTcreiit 
from  thofe  which  v.e  (liouKi  have  drawn  from  the  fame  data. 
This  is  not,  indeed,  very  extraordinary,  fince  fads  frequent- 
ly appear  to  warrant  different  conchilions,  according  to  the 
point  of  view  in  vvhich  they  are  confideved. 

The  fnbje£ls  of  ir.quiry  are  *  Converfion  of  Difeafes,  Tn- 
fanity.  Remedies  of  Dropfy,  Prevention  of  Fevers,  Dilata- 
tion of  the  Heart,  and  Elfccls  of  Pneumatic  Medicine.' 

On  each  of  thefe  heads  v/e  meet  with  judicious  obfervar 
ticns.  The  firft  may  indeed  be  confidered  ahnolt  as  a  new 
fabje6t  of  inquiry  ;  at  leaft  we  do  not  recollect  any  thing  of 
importance  to  have  been  attempted  in  this  way  of  late  years. 
The  invefiigation  is  therefore  of  greater  confequence  to  the 
practitioner;  and  Dr.  Fcrriar  has  managed  it,  fo  far  as  he  has 
gone,  in  a  manner  that  cannot  (lifpieale  him.  The  author's 
definition  of  '  Converfion,'  is  tolerably  corretl.     It  is  this  — 

'  A  difeafe  is  faid  to  be  converted,  when  new  fymptoms  arife  \t\ 
its  progrefs,  which  require  a  dhferent  defignatioii,  and  vvhich  either 
put  a  period  to  the  original  diforder,  or  combining  with  it,  alter  the 
phyfician's  views  refpecling  the  pro^noftics,  or  tiiemetlwd  of  cure.' 
I*.  I. 

The  moft  obvious  infiances  of  this  kind  are  in  the  conver- 
fion of  intermittents  into  continued  levers  or  obilruilions  of 
the  vifcera;  of  hasmoptoe  into  plithifis ;  of  jaundice  into 
dropfy.  There  are  others  which  are  much'lefs  evident, 
though  equally  deferving  of  attention,  llie  whole  are,  how- 
ever, arranged  under  thefe  heads — 

'  I.  The  fupervening  difeafe  may  be  produced  by  the  remote 
caufcs  of  the  original  diforder;  in  this  cafe,  tlse  aftioij  of  thofe 
caufes,  after  producing  its  firft  etfect,  is  prolonged  fo  as  to  excite  a 
new  train  of  fymptoms.  2.  The  fupervening  difeafe  may  arife 
from  the  excefs,  or  combination  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  original 
complaint.  3.  The  fiate  of  the  habit,  produced  by  the  firft  dif- 
eafe, may  give  rife  to  a  new  diforder.  4.  Converfions  may  hap- 
pen, from  the  innprudent  funpreiTion  of  habitual  difcafrs.  Ano- 
malous cafes  may  occur  from  the  coincidence  of -independent  dif- 
eafes,  or  from  the  mixtur.e  of  two  or  more  oi  thefe  fources  of  con- 
verfion.'    p.  4. 

This  mode  of  claffification  is  fuiTiciently  exadl,  and  proper 
fo  far  as  it  extends  -,  but  it  feems  to  be  hardly  comprehenlive 
enough  to  include  the  whole  of  the  cafes  that  may  be  met 
with. 

The  refle£lions,  of  Dr.  Ferriar  on  the  diiferent  caufes  of 
converfion  are  judicious,  and  difpl.iv  conliderable   kaovviedge 

of 


Ferriar's  Medical  Hijiorics  and  Reflexions.  313 

of  the  fubjedl.  We  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  conver- 
fion  of  miid  fynochus,  or  typhus,  to  intlammation  of  the  pe- 
ritoneum, or  villous  coat  of  the  inteftines,  may  frequently 
depend  on  the  a<5iion  of  the  remote  caufes  of  fever  ;  but  we 
fufpe£l  Dr.  Ferrjar  to  be  miftaken  in  concluding  that  a  high 
degree  of  inflammatory  a£tion  is  compatible  with  that  con^ 
dition  of  the  fyftem  in  which  pctechur  are  prefent. 

Speaking  of  caies  of  hyilerical  converfions  belonging  to 
the  firft  head,  which  are  indeed  extremely  puzzling  to  pra6li- 
tioners,  the  doSor  introduces  thefe  very  pertinent  remarks — ■ 

*  We  are  ignorant  by  what  laivs  the  body  poflefies  a  power  of 
reprefenting  the  moft  hazardous  diforders,  without  incurring  dan- 
ger ;  of  counterfeitinp-  the  o-reatefi:  deranoement  in  the  circulating 
fyftem,  without  materially  altering  its  movements :  of  producing 
madnefii,  confcious  of  its  extravagancies,  and  of  increafing  the 
acutenefs  of  fenfation,  by  oppreffing  the  common  fenforium.  In 
hylterical  affeflions,  all  thefe  appearances  are  excited,  which  are 
incompatible  with  the  reaionings  of  every  fyftem-maker,  who  has 
yet  endeavoured  to  explain  the  inexplicable.  Nature,  as  if  in  ri« 
dicuie  of  the  attempts  to  unmafk  ht'r,  has  in  this  clafs  of  difeafes, 
reconciled  contradictions,  and  realized  improbabilities,  with  a  myf- 
ttrious  veifatility,  which  infpiies  the  true  philofopher  with  diffi- 
dence, and  reduces  thcfyflematic  to  delpair.'     p.  12. 

Th'e  fecond  head  is  an  extremely  comprehenfive  one;  but 
the  author  has,  with  much  propriety,  confined  his  remarks 
only  to  fuch  cafes  as  he  has  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
himfelf.  The  practical  obfervations  contained  in  this  part  of 
the  paper  are  drawn  with  judgment  and  difcrimination.  As 
a  proof  of  this  remark,  we  may  infert  the  following  pafTage, 
though  there  are  many  others  ec^ually  to  the  purpofe — 

'  Dyfpeptic  fymptoms  are  often  produced,  in  the  incipient  ftate 
of  pulmonary   conlumptlon,  and  fubfifl  for  a   confiderable  time, 
before  any  aiteftion  of  the  lungs  is  indicated,  infomuch  that  a  con- 
verfion  appears  to  happen,  of  dyfpepfia  to  phthifis.     I  believe  the 
affedion  of  the  llomach,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  fympathetic,  and   af- 
fords one  of  the  moft  intricate  examples  of  mafked  difeafe.     The 
origin  of  this  fallacious  dyfpepfia  may   be  fiifpeftcd,   wlien  there 
-appears  more  languor  than  real  debility,  connected  with  indigeffion, 
and  frequent  vomiting  of  fmall  quantities  of  pure  bile  ;  when  the 
patient  is  often  liable  to  torpid  oppreflion,  chiefly  when  the  fto  nacjht 
is  empty,  and  when,  upon  the  return  of  his  vivacity,  his  faculties 
appear  rapidly  and  conliderably  improved.     There  is  alfo  great  im- 
patience of  fcenes  to  which  he  has  been  accuit. )nR-d,  and  a  kind  of 
appetite  for  travelling.     In  the  mean  time,  tue  body  waffes,  and  a, 
(liort  coa.'5'h,  which  was  almofl  unheeded  at  firft,  becomes  more 
Siisi  more  troubiefonie.     The  expeftoration,  which  appears  to  con- 
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fift  of  nothing  but  mucus,  and  from  its  facility,  refembles  the  fpit' 
-ting  familiar  to  hypochondriacs,  encreafes  gradually  in  quantity. 
In  this  flate,  I  have  found  the  patient  liable  to  violent  circumfcrib- 
«d  pain  in  the  bowels,  a  little  higher,  but  more  forward  than  the 
fpine  of  the  ileon.'     p.  26. 

On  the  third  head  the  doctor  Is  more  full.  The  explanation 
of  the  caufe  of  -  congeflion,  In  continued  fever,  is,  we  be- 
lieve, pretty  exacl.  Glandular  fuppurations  cccurring  at  the 
decline  of  fevers,  are  certainly  not  always  critical,  as  fuppof- 
ed  by  the  more  ancient  medical  writers  ;  but  we  think  It  a  po- 
fition  confirmed  by  much  experience,  that  they  are  frequently 
fo-  Dr.  Ferrlar  Is,  however,  right  in  concluding  that  the  re- 
medies dlre£led  againft  the  fever  fhould  not  be  difcontlnued 
on  their  account. 

How  far  general  bleeding  may  be  pradlifed  wiih  fafety  and 
advantage  In  cafes  of  congeftlon  in  the  brain,  '  immediately 
after  the  expiration  of  typhus,'  we  cannot,  from  any  experi- 
ence which  we  have  had,  fully  determine.  But  from  there 
t>elng  generally  a  degree  of  local  Inflammation  in  fuch  cafes, 
we  fliould  apprehend  that  it  might  be  fuccefsfully  employed. 
And  Indeed  the  cafe  related  by  the  do<flor  Is  exactly  In  point  5 
■but  a  folitary  cafe  is  not  fufficlent.  Topical  bleeding,  how- 
ever, when  carried  to  fome  extent,  will  probably,  in  moft 
xafes,  be  found  fully  fufficlent- 

The  cpnverfions  of  typhus  fevers  into  dropfies,  in  particularr 
feafons  would  feem  to  depend  upon,  the  operation  of  fome 
more  general  caufe  than  that  of  congeflion  in  the  fyltem  of 
the  vena  fortarum^  as  fuppofed  by  our  author. 

In  purfuing  this  part  of  his  inquiry,  the  author  prefents  us 
with  many  Interefting  and  curious  fails,  as  well  as  much  ufe- 
ful  and  pertinent  reafoning  upon  them  j  he  alfo  places  before 
the  pra6litioner,  we  think,  In  a  fomewhat  new  manner,  vari- 
ous rules  and  cautions  by  which  his  conduct  may  be  advanra- 
^eoufly  diredled. 

The  obfervations  contained  In  the  concluding  paiTage  of  the 
paper  are  too  curious  to  be  palled  over — • 

'  As  it  appears,  that  many  converfions  are  procefTes,  inf^'tiited 
by  naiure  for  the  cure  of  difeafts,  and  that  fome  of  the  moft  adlive 
remedies  operate  in  a  fimilar  manner,  we  may  not  only  improve 
the  hiftory  of  difeafes,  but  the  prat'^ice  of  medicine,  bv  paying 
clofer  attention  to  the  conneftion,  and  operation  of  diforders  upon 
each  other.  With  this  view  of  the  fubjeft,  the  moft  complicated 
cafes  will  admit  an  inftruftive  developement,  and  every  additional 
fatl  may  find  an  ufeful  place. 

'  In  purfuing  this  ti'aia  of  pjjfervation,  we  may  be  ponndent, 
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that  w-e  are  really  following  the  order  of  nature,  and  that  the  refult 
will  be,  not  an  arbitrary  fyftem,  but  an  acceflion  of  folid,  and  ap- 
plicable knowledge.  Thus  a  foundation  may  be  laid,  for  a  natural 
arraag^^ment  of  difeafes,  and  a  juft  theory  of  the  fanative  motions 
of  the  human  fyftem  ;  fplendid  obje<5l3  for  the  ambition  of  another 
age,  to  which  we  can  only  hope  to  contribute  a  i<i\v  materials! 

'  Thus  a  check  may  be  given,  alfo,  to  the  unprofitable  cuftom 
of  publifliing  fmgle  cafes,  which,  fome  rare  inliances  excepted, 
are  of  little  more  public  utility,  than  the  moral  tales  of  a  moiilhly 
magazine.'     p.  79. 

On  a  matter  fo  Interefting,  nnd  where  little  more  has  yet 
been  accomplifiied  than  merely  the  forming  of  an  outline,  wc 
hope  the  author,  vvhofe  acutenefs  of  obfcrvation  and  peculiar 
turn  of  thought  qualify  him  for  the  undertaking,  will  not 
negle6t  the  opportunities  which  may  be  afforded  by  a  large 
hofpital  and  extenfive  practice,  to  fill  up  and  render  complete 
fo  important  a  department  of  medical  fcience. 

The  fecond  paper,  '  On  Infanity,'  is  alio  important.  Mod- 
nefs  is,  however,  a  fubjeft  of  confiderable  difficulty  ;  and  on  the 
caufes  and  fymptoms  of  which,  the  utmoft  energy  of  the  hu- 
man mind  has  frequently  been  employed  to  little  purpofe. 

'  Before  a  comprehenfive  view  of  this  fubjetft  can  be  obtained, 
it  will  be  necefTary  for  thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  fee  infane  pcr- 
fons,  to  communicate  the  refuk  of  their  obfervations  fimply,  ac- 
cording to  the  imprefhon  they  receive,  without  referring  to  a  fyftem, 
«r  hoping  for  one.  To  this  mufr  be  added  frequent  infpeiflions  of 
the  dead,  which  continually  prefent  fo  many  unexpecfted  appear- 
ances, and  render  our  views  in  prognoftics  at  once  extenfive  and. 
cautious.'     p.  84. 

On  this  plan  the  doclor  proceeds ;  and  his  fa£ls,  though 
detached,  are  certainly  valuable. 

FaHe  perception,  and  its  confequent  confufion  of  ideas,  he 
fays,  are  conilantly  evident  in  cafes  of  mania.  In  different 
cafes,  the  confufion  of  thought  may  be  traced  in  all  its  de- 
grees, from  a  want  of  the  common  power  of  concluding, 
to  an'  inability  of  completing  a  fingle  fentence.  Some  in- 
ftances,  he  thinks,  would  alfo  lead  us  to  fuppofe  that  the  dif- 
eafe  confuled  '  in  incitation,  and  as  it  were  inflammation  of 
thought,'  the  mind  not  being  allowed  leifure  to  form  any 
judgment  concerning  the  ideas  prefentcd  to  it.  In  other  cafes 
pafl  ide^s  are  recolieclcd  with  great  exacinefs. 

The  oppofite  Hate  to  that  of  a  falfe  perception,  is  aninten- 
fity  of  idea.     This  is  what  conltitutes  melancholy. 

Our  knowledge  is  not  much  extended  by  the  reafonlngs  on 
thefe  different  ftates ;  we  have  indeed  incenuity,  though  but 
iittle  npvelty  of  remark. 

Nop 
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Nor  has  difledion  thrown  much  light  upon  this  obfcure  and 
involved  difeafe.  The  examination  of  the  heads  of  melan- 
cholic patients  has  indeed  fhown  to  our  author  that  congeflioii 
in  the  brain,  and  efFufions  of  water  into  the  ventricles,  do 
take  place.  It  did  not  do  much  more  in  the  hands  of  Mor- 
gagni  or  Dr.  Foart  Simmons. 

No  certain  connection  has  yet  been  traced  between  the 
phenomena  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  appearances  which  prefent 
themfelves  on  anatomical  inveftigation. 

On  the  caufes  of  infanity,  the  doiStor  is  pretty  coTre£V, 
though  he  has  probably  not  mentioned  the  whole.  Thofe  he 
notices  are— 

*  Hard  drinking,  accompanied  with  watching;  pride;  difap- 
pointment ;  the  anguifh  arifing  from  calumny  \  fiidden  terror  ;  falfe 
opinions  refpe(fiino  religion ;  and  anxiety  in  trade.  Thefe  operate 
chiefly  on  men. — From  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  other  fe.x,  their 
minds  are  fometimes  deranged  by  the  reftraint  or  mifdire6tion  of 
paflions,  which  svtrt  beftowed  to  conftitute  their  ha ppinefs.'   p.  93. 

The  plan  of  medicinal  treatment  is  dircQed  with  judg- 
ment. But  the  experience  of  our  author  does  not  lead  us  to 
-cxpeft  much  fuccefs  from  the  ufe  of  mercurial  remedies, 
though  they  have  been  much  extolled  by  fome  pradVitioners  in 
theie  cafes.  The  want  of  fuccefs  in  a  few  inftanccs,  how- 
ever, fhould  not  induce  us  to  abandon  the  ufe  of  a  clafs  of 
powerful  remedies,  in  a  difeafe  where  advantage  can  be  ex- 
pecled  from  very  few,  without  at  lead  giving  them  a  full  and 
fair  trial.  The  refults  of  Dr.  Ferriar's  trials  are,  indeed,  de- 
/cifive,  as  far  as  they  go  ;  but  the  cafes  in  which  he  exhibited 
mercurials  were  not  fufficiently  numerous  to  afford  fatisfac- 
tory  grounds  for  a  final  conclufion. 

On  '  the  management  of  the  mind,'  a  department  of  medi- 
cal duty,  which  in  our  opinion  has  been  too  much  neglecVed, 
or  at  leaft  injudicioufly  attempted,  thejullnefs  and  propriety 
of  the  doctor's  advice  is  orjiy  equalled  by  its  humanity.  The 
, following  is  a  part  of  it — 

*  A  fyftem  of  difcipline,  m/ild,  but  exaft,  which  makes  the  pa-^ 
tient  fenfible  of  reftraint,  without  exciting  pain  or  terror,  is  befl: 
{"aited  to  thofe  complaints.  In  the  furious  ftate,  the  arms,  and 
fometimes  the  legs  muft  be  confined,  but  this  fliould  never  be  done 
'wlien  it  can  poffibly  be  avoided.  When  tlie  patient  is  mifchievous 
and  unruly,  inftead  of  ordering  ftripes,  I  fhut  him  iin  in  his  cell, 
prder  the  window  to  be  darkened,  ;ind  allow  him  no  food  but  wa- 
ter-gruel and  dry  bread,  till  he  fliews  tokens  of  repentance,  which 
are  never  long  delayed,  upon  this  plan.  Previous  to  this  kind  of 
'puniihment,  I  find  it  ukful  to  reujonftratc,    for    lunatics    have 

frequently 
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fequently  a  high  fenfe  of  honour,  and  are  fooner  brought  to  re- 
flection by  the  appearance  of  indignity,  than  by  actual  violence, 
againft  which  they  ufually  harden  themfelves.'     p.  109. 

The  prefent  obfervations  *  on  the  remedies  of  dropfy*^  Irt 
many  refpe£ts  fupport  the  conclufions  of  the  preceding  vo- 
lume on  the  fame  fubjeft.  Cream  of  tartar  feems,  from  the 
experience  of  Dr.  Ferriar,  to  be  Juftly  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  remedies  in  this  difeafe.  Out  of  thirty-three  cafes,  in 
which  it  was  here  given,  twenty-four  were  cured,  and.  two 
relieved.  Am.ong  thefe  two  were  cafes  of  hydrothorax,  and 
fifteen  complications  of  dropfy,  of  the  moft  dangerous  kinds- 
1  he  reft  were  cafes  of  anafarca. 

The  digitalis  appears  in  this  collection  to  very  great  dif- 
advantage.  For  this  we  were  prepared,  becaufe  in  our  owa 
trials  we  never  could  depend  upon  it.  As  a  fecondary  reme- 
dy of  this  difeafe,  we  are  alfo  perfuaded  it  will  frequently 
difappoint  the  practitioner.  We  know  it  to  be  fometimes 
fucccfsful  i  but  this  is  likewife  the  cafe  with  many  other  diu- 
retics. 

From  the  ufe  of  Bacher's  tonic  pills,  mercurial  friCtions,. 
and  the  bark  with  tiniSlure  of  cantharides,  we  are  aware  that 
cures  may  occafionally  be  expected,  as  from  many  other  re- 
medies ;  but  the  phyfician  will  be  often  difappointed,  if  he 
rely  too  confidently  upon  them. 

No  fatisfa£lory  conclufions  can  be  drawn  from  the  cafes  in 
which  nicotiana,  gamboge,  and  virga  aurea,  were  adminifter- 
ed-  On  the  cure  of  dropfy,  the  author's  ideas  are  (hortly 
thefe — 

*  That  flow  and  gentle  methods  of  treatment  ought  to  be  inftl- 
tuted,  in  all  cafes  of  dropfy  in  which  the  general  habit  is  affefted, 
either  by  vifceral  obftrudlions,  or  by  the  length  of  the  difeafe. 
That  from  the  juncftion  of  cream  of  tartar  with  digitalis,  interpof- 
ing  purgatives  occafionally,  much  may  be  hoped ;  and  that  mer- 
cury ftiould  be  confidered  as  a  refource,  only  after  the  failure  of 
milder  remedies,  which  produce  a  lefs  fudden,  and  lefs  permanent 
impreffion  on  the  conftitution.'     p.  170, 

The  views  of  our  author  in  the  paper  on  '  the  prevention 
ef  fevers  in  great  towns'  are  both  manly  and  philofophlcal. 
We  are  afraid,  however,  that  it  will  be  long  before  the  incon- 
veniences, to  which  he  has  judicioufly  direCled  the  attention 
of  thofe  who  have  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  poor,  b& 
fully  remedied.  That^the  health  of  the  poor  is  an  important  con- 
fideratlon,  and  that  it  requires  to  be  more  attended  to,  cannot 
however  be  difputcd.  The  plan  here  propofed  does  not  indeed- 
go  to  a  total  reriioval  of  the  caufes  that  are  gondantly  aiTailing  it  -, 
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yet,  under  proper  management,  we  are  pcrfuaded  it  would  hd 
found  to  extend  a  confiderable  way.  At  any  rate,  fometlunj 
feems  necefTary  to  be  done  in  large  nvanufa6luring  towns,  at 
Icafl  in  order  to  flop  the  deflruclive  progrefs  of  contagion. 

On  *  the  dilatation  of  the  heart,'  we  have  not  much  new 
matter.  Thehiftoryof  the  prefcnt  cafes  feems,  however,  to 
confirm,  in  feme  meafure,  the  author's  former  obfervations  oii 
this  curious  diforder.  More  was  hardly  to  be  expe£led  on  a 
difeafe  which  is  by  no  means  common,  though  perhaps  more 
fo  than  has  generally  been  imagined. 

The  do6lor  thinks  it  is  evident,  from  the  cafes  here  de- 
fcribed — 

'  That  dilatations  of  the  heart  may  be  retarded  in  their  proorcfs, 
by  different  caiif<;s,  and  particularly  by  the  aftion  of  diuretics ; 
that  in  a  certain  iiage  of  growth,  dilatation  of  the  heart  is  not  in- 
compatible with  general  fulnefs  of  the  habit,  and  even,  during  a 
certain  period,  with  fnme  degree  of  vigour;  and  that  local  inflam- 
mation, whether  produced  by  fpecific  difeafe,  or  by  the  a61:ion  of 
mbefacients,  pofTefies  a  power  of  alleviating  this  complaint,  even 
when  fupported  by  organic  Isefions  of  the  heart  itfelf.  Hence, 
perhaps,  the  utility  of  iflues,  in  cafes  of  angina  pectoris.*     p.  222. 

From  pneumatic  pra6lice,  our  expe<Slations,  we  muft  con- 
fefs,  were  higher  than  the  trials  of  Dr.  Ferviar  feem  to  juf- 
tify.  We  were  indeed  well  aware  that  the  fplendour  of 
theory  muft  frequently  give  way  to  the  obflinacy  of  fa61:  ; 
hut  we  were  not  prepared  to  meet  with  difappointment  in 
cafes  where  it  had  been  faid  to  be  commonly  ufeful,  or  to  find 
a  mere  paUiatrje  in  what  had  been  reprefented  as  a  moll 
powerful  remedy.  The  cafes  recorded  here  are  not,  it  is 
true,  fufficiently  numerous  to  allow  us  to  draw  a  fair  conclu- 
Con  ;  but  they  feem  to  fhow  that  lefs  is  to  be  expe6led  from 
this  new  department  of  medicine  than  we  have  had  reafon  to 
fuppofe.  We  are,  however,  well  aware  that  many  additional 
trials  muft  be  inade,  and  a  much  greater  body  of  fadts  be  col- 
le6led,  before  any  certain  tonclufions  can  be  arrived  at  on  the 
fubje6l. 

On  the  whole,  although  we  have  met  with  fome  aflertions 
which  feem  to  have  been  made  in  too  hafty  manner,  and  a 
few  conclufions  which  apparently  reft  upon  infuflicient  evi- 
dence, we  may  here  apply  what  an  excellent  obferver  has  faid  of 
a  good  poem,  that — 

Ubi  plura  nitent  in  carmine,  non  ego  panels 
Offender  maculis,  quas  aut  incuria  fudit, 
Aut  humana  parum  cavit  natura. 


(    3^9    ) 
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AS  a  republication,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  enter  deeply  into 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  volumes  before  us.  We  can- 
not, however,  agree  with  the  editor  in  admitting  any  apology 
for  obfcenity  ;  nor  do  we  think  it  would  have  been  any  injury 
to  the  memory  of  the  author,  if  many  of  the  poems  in  the 
prefent  collection  had  been  permitted  quietly  to  remain 
*  under  the  veil  of  oblivion'  from  which  the  editor  has  been 
at  fo  much  pains  to  refcue  them. 

Among  much  rubbifh  will  be  found,  by  thofe  who  have  pa- 
tience to  dig  for  them,  fome  poetical  gems  of  no  inconfider- 
able  brilliancy.  From  the  '  Vacation,'  a  parody  on  L' Allegro, 
we  felefl  the  following  as  an  example  of  the  defcriptive  powers 
of  the  author — 

*  Pleafed  ftill  with  thee  to  meet 
In  fome  friendly  rural  feat ; 
Where  I  gladfome  oft  furvey 
Nature  in  her  befl  array, 
Woods  and  lawns  and  lakes  between. 
Fields  of  corn  and  hedges  green, 
Fallow  grounds  of  tawny  hue, 
Diftant  hills,  and  mountains  blue; 
On  whofe  ridge  far  off  appears 
A  wood  (the  growth  of  many  years) 
Of  awful  oak,  or  gloomy  pine. 
Above  th'  horizon's  level  line 
Rifins  black  :  fuch  thofe  of  old 
Where  Britldi  Druids  wont  to  hold 
Solemn  aflemblies,  and  to  keep 
Their  rites,  unfolding  niyft'ries  deep, 
Such  that  fam'd  Dodona's  grove, 
Sacred  to  prophetic  Jove. 
Oft  I  admire  the  verdant  fteep. 
Spotted  white  with  many  a  fljeep, 
While,  in  paftures  rich  below 
Among  the  grazing  cattle,  flow 
Moves  the  bull  with  heavy  tread 
Hanging  down  his  lumpifh  head. 
And  the  proud  ftted  ntigheth  oft' 
Shaking  his  wanton  mane  alott. 
Or,  traverfing  the  wood  about, 
The  jingling  packhorfe-belk  remote 

»  I  hear, 
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I  hear,  amid  the  noontide  ftillnefs. 

Sing  through  the  air  with  braffy  Ihrillnefs 

What  time  the  waoaon's  cumbrous  load 

Grates  along  the  grav'liy  road  : 

There  onward,  drefs'd  in  homely  guife, 

Srome  unregarded  maiden  hieS. 

Unlcfs  by  chance  a  trav'Uing  'fquire, 

Of  bafe  intent  and  foul  defire, 

Stops  to  infnare,  with  fpeech  beguiling. 

Sweet  innocence  .uul  licauty  fmiling, 

jSior  fail  I  joyful  to  partake 

The  lively  fports  of  country  wake, 

Where  many  a  lad  and  many  a  lafs 

Foot  it  on  the  clofe-trod  grafs. 

There  nimble  Marian  of  the  green 

Matchlefs  in-  the  jig  is  feen, 

Allow'd  beyond  compare  by  all 

The  beauty  of  the  ctiftic  ball : 

While,  the  tripping  damfels  near,^ 

Stands  a  lout  with  waggifh  leer ; 

He,  if  Marian  chance  to  fliew 

Her  taper  leg  and'  flocking  blue, 

Winks  and  nods  and  lauglis  aloud, 

Among  the  merry-making  crowdj 

Utt'ring  forth  in  aukward  jeer, 

Words  unmeet  for  virgin's  ear. 

Soon  as  ev'ning  clouds  have  filed 
>  Their  wat'ry  ftore  on  earth's  foft  bed, 

And,  through  their  flowing  mantles  thin. 

Clear  azure  fpots  of  fky  are  feen, 

I  quit  fome  oak's  clofe-cover'd  bow'r. 

To  tafte  the  boon  of  new-fail'n  fliow'r, 

To  pace  the  corn-field's  graffy  edge 

Clofe  by  a  frefii-blown  fweet  brier  hedge; 

While  at  every  green  leaf's  end 

Pearly  drops  of  rain  depend, 

And  an  earthy  fragrance  'round 

E.ifes  from  the  moiften'd  ground. 

Sudden  a  fun-beam,  darting  out, 

Brightens  the  landfkip  all  about, 

With  yellow  light  the  grove  o'erfpreads. 

And  tips  with  gold  the  haycocks'  heads : 

Then,  as  mine  eye  is  eaftward  led, 

Some  fair  caitle  rears  its  head, 

Whofe  height  the  country  round  commands, 

Well  known  mark  to  diftant  lands, 

6  There 
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'i'here  the  windows  glowing  bright 

Blaze  from  afar  with  ruddy  h'oht, 

Borrow'd  from  clouds  of  fcarlet  dye, 

Juft  as  the  fun  hath  left  the  fky.'     Voli  i.  f .  12. 

:d  Treat'ife  on  the  Police  of   the  Alctropolisi  {concluded  from 

page  164.) 

"til TE  have  already  noticed,  that  the  criminal  code  of  the 
^  ^  country  is  a  fubjecl:  on  which  the  able  writer  of  the  treatife 
before  us  has  befhowed  much  animadverfion  ;  the  extenfion 
of  the  punifhment  of  death  to  the  numerous  defcriptions  of 
offences  *  that  are  fo  dillinguifhed  in  our  (latute  books,  he 
exprefsly  cenfures ;  the  tranfportation  of  criminals,  and  the 
prefent  fyitem  of  employing  them  on  board  the  hulks,  he  con- 
fiders  as  too  expenfive,  and  in  many  refpefts  deficient  in  the 
ends  propofed  to  be  anfwered ;  his  attention  is  accordingly 
direfted  to  arrangements,  which  he  conceives  moll;  likely  to 
render  the  labour  of  convi6lsprodu61:ive  to  the  public,  and  to 
accomplilh  the  moral  purpofes  of  puniftiment.  The  chapter 
on  this  very  important  topic  is  fraught  with  intelligence^ 
utility,  and  liberality  of  remark.  We  fnall  gratify  our  readers 
with  fome  paflages — 

*  In  every  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  labour  of  man  has  become 
extremely  valuable.  While  the  extenfive  mimufaftures  of  the 
country  occupy  the  more  ingenious  handicrafts,  men  are  often,  nay 
always  wanting  for  the  more  laborious  occupations  of  digging  ca- 
nals,— removing  earth  for  embankments, — quarrying  ftones  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  both  for  building  and  pavements;  M'orking  on  the 
highways — at  alum  works,  and  in  raifing  ore  from  the  nuajerous 
mines  in  different  pans  of  the  country,  where  therejs  an  inexhautti- 
ble  refource  for  human  labour. 

'  It  has  been  already  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  (and 
it  is  an  obfervation  that  well  deferves-attention)  namely,  "  That  it 
rarely  happens  that  an  atrocious  offender,  or  a  profefied  thief,  is 
not  an  ini^enious,  clever  man." — He  muft  be  a  man  not  onlv  of 
refource,  but  polTeffingthat  firmnefs  of  mind  and  courage,  which, 
if  ufefully  and  virtuoufly  employed,  would  have  raifed  him  above 
txhe  fphere  that  many  of  this  clafs  appear  to  occupy  in  fociety. 

'  Why,  therefore,  fhould  not  the  public  reap  the  benefit. of  this 
ingenuitv  in  its  fulleft  extent,  as  far  as  Ihall  be  confiftcnt  with  fafe 
cuffody  ? 

*  While  the  labour  of  man  is  fo  valuable; — while  fo  many  pub- 
lic and  private  undertakings  are  going  on  iu  this  country  requiring 

*  The  offences  for  which  the  l.aw  pronounces  the  moft  awful  fentence  that 
<can  afied:  a  member  of  the  community  amount  to  the  fliocking  number  of  160! 
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this  labour,  and  even  in  many  inftances  rendering  that  of  convicts' 
more  defirable  than  any  other,  from  the  certainty  of  having  the  labour 
performed  in  a  given  time,  arifing  from  the  legal  difciplinc  which 
miifi:  enter  into  the  lyftem  of  controul  and  fafe  cuitody,  where  nei- 
ther the  alehoufc,  nor  the  holiday  rambles  will  difappoint  the  em- 
ployers :  in  this,  as  well  as  other  relpefts,  convicts  would  be  fupe- 
rior  to  the  general  run  of  labourers; — they  would  be  under  more 
fiibordination ; — their  labour  would  therefore  be  more  productive 
in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  and  thofe  difappointments  which  occur, 
Vi'here  labourers  leave  the  fervice  of  their  employers  on  fudden  or 
important  emergencies,  would  not  be  felt. 

'  Upon  a  fulijccl  of  this  kind,  of  all  others  the  mofl  important 
tofociety,  which  has  been  difcufl'cd  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  it  is  not 
necefTary  to  hazard  vague  or  uncertain  fpeculations. — To  men  of 
bufmcfs,  and  men  of  the  world,  the  refource  now  fuggefted  for  the 
iifeful  employment  of  convifts  is  obvious  and  pradticable  at  firft 
view. — The  labour  of  man  carried  to  its  fuUeft  extent,  where  a 
body  of  people  are  coUefted  together,  may  be  eflimated,  at  the  pre- 
fcnt  period,  on  an  average,  at  is.  8d.  a  day,  even  in  the  coarfeft  and 
nioft  fervile  employment ; — but  if  authority  could  be  exercifed, 
and  unnectiTary  interruptions  of  labour  prevented,  the  average  would 
be  equal  to  two  fliilUngs  at  feaft :  and  hence  it  may  be  fairly  con- 
cluded, that  to  any  contractor  who  had  the  means  of  employing  able 
bodied  convifts,  their  fervices,  while  in  health,  would  be  worth 
about  30I.  a  year. 

'  This  will  be  more  obvious,  when  it  is  taken  into  the  calcula- 
tion, that  many  of  thefe  unhappy  people  have  been  bred  to  ufeful 
mechanical  employments,  which  might  render  their  labour  extreinely 
ptoduftive  ;  u'hile  others,  by  conft.int  praclice,  in  even  the  coarfeit 
works,  foon  acquire  a  fleight  or  facility  in  the  execution,  which 
enables  thein  to  double,  and  fomefimes  to  treble  their  earnings  in 
the  couffe  of  a  year. — This  has  been  manifefted  in  innumerable 
inffances  in  removino  earth,  or  making  embankments  for  canals 
and  inland  navigations. — A  flranger  to  this  fpecies  of  labour,  of 
the  greateft  bodily  ftrength,  cannot,  at  the  outfet,  earn  near  fo  much 
money  as  a  perfon  of  not  half  the  athletic  powers  who  has  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fuch  work. 

'  The  fame  reafoning  applies  to  every  kind  of  labour  ;  and  there-  ' 
fore  ;f  convids,  deflined  to  fervile  employments  for  life,  are  not  firff. 
able  to  earn  the  ufual  wages,  conftnnt  praftice,  aided  by  their  own 
natural  genius,  will  foon  enable  them  to  reach  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 
human  exertion,  fo  as  to  render  them  valuable  acquifitions  to  many 
enterprifing  and  ufeful  afTociations  in  this  kingdom,  who  would  not 
only  be  able  to  give  ample  fecurity  for  their  fafe  cuflody,  but  alfo 
for  the  due  performance  of  every  other  covenant  which  might  re- 
late to  the  prefervation  of  health,  and  to  the  food,  cloathing,  hours 
of  labour,  and  religious  and  moral  inftruftion  of  fuch  convi<5ls : — ■ 

and 
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and  alfoto  the  allowance  in  money  to  be  made  to  each  out  of  theli 
earnings:  for  fuch  encouragements  fhoiild  be  held  out,  not  only  to 
loften  the  rigour  of  the  punifliment  in  proportion  to  the  good  beha- 
viour of  the  convi(fl:,  but  alfo  to  alfirt  in  the  lupport  of  the  families^ 
of  thofe  who  have  wives  and  children,  or  to  make  r^Ili.ution  to  thofft 
they  have  injured. 

*  Let  the  experiment  only  be  tried  at  firft  on  -a  fmall  fcale,  and 
if  the  author  of  thefe  pages  is  not  much  miftaken,  applicadons  would 
be  made  by  perfons  of  great  refpe6labiiity,  and  even  premiums  of^' 
fered  for  an  aflignment  of  the  fervices  of  convi6ts  under  fuch  cir* 
cumflances  ;  thereby  fhielding  the  public  againft  a  very  hesvv  an- 
nual expence,  and  rendering  uf^fiil  and  produftive  to  the  country 
the  labour  of  the  moft  mifchievous  part  of  the  community,  wbofe 
atonement  in  this  manner  for  the  injuries  they  have  done  to  fociety, 
by  being  more  immediately  under  the  eye  oip  the  public,  would  pro- 
bably go  further  in  preventing  crimes  than  (as  has  been  already 
fully  explained)  even  death  itfelf,  or  any  oiber  mode  of  punifliment 
that  could  be  devifed. 

*  But  if  it  fhall  not  accord  with  the  wifdom  of  the  Icgiflatafe  to 
permit  the  labour  of  convifts  to  be  let  out  on  contract  to  any  per^ 
fon  vvho  can  give  proper  fecurity  for  performing  the  covenants 
which  may  be  required,  there  are  many  other  method.s  of  rendering 
their  exertions  ufeful,  by  dividing  them  among  the  different  dock- 
yards ; — aligning  a  particular  place  where  they  (bal!  work  by  them- 
felves,  in  moving  and  lawing  large  timber, — forging  anchors,  — and 
alfo  in  making  cordage,  where,  under  proper  management,  their 
labour  would  in  a  very  Ihort  time  yield,  at  leaft,  double  the  fum 
neceflary  to  maintain  tljem,  which  would  afford  a  liberal  resource 
for  thofe  pecuniary  encouragements  which  would  reconcile  them  to 
their  lot,  and  induce  them  to  exert  all  their  vigour  in  rendering  their 
labour  produdive. 

'  The  great  error  has  been  in  permitting  convicts  to  be  at  larce' 
upon  fociety,  after  herding  together  under  cireumftances  where  the 
certainty  of  hberty  within  a  known  period,  excites  no  other  wifti 
than  to  return  to  their  former  crimes,  encouraged  and  fortified  by 
the  knou'ledge  they  have  acquired  in  thefe  feminaries  of  wicked- 
nefs,  not  only  of  the  means  of  eluding  the  detection  of  officers  of 
juftice,  but  alfo  of  evading  the  law,  if  they  fnouid  be  apprehended- 

'  When  an  atrocious  offender  has  forfeited  his  life  by  the  laws  of 
his  country,  and  is  ready  to  drop  into  the  grave,,  arid  with  the  dread 
before  his  eves  (in  many  inftances  realized)  of  being  placed  upon 
the  table  of  an  anaromifi  for  difTsCllon  : — where  is  the  hardfliip  of 
giving  hiiu  an  option  to  accept  of  perpetual  labour,  as  the  pries  of 
life? — Yet  this  has  been  thought  too  (evere,  as  appears  by  the  acls 
of  the  legillature  quoted  in  this  chapter. 

*  Refle6ling,  however,  on  the  operation  of  this  fpecics  of  punifh- 
sncnt ;  ia  point  of  manual  labour,  the  hardfliip  to  be  impofed  is  i]o 
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niore  than  ever)  honefl  artifan,  who  works  induftriovifly  for  his  fa- 
mily, muft,  during  the  whole  coiirfe  of  his  life,  impofe  upon  him- 
felf. — The  conditions  of  a  convid  would  even  in  fome  refpedts  be 
fuperior,  inafniuch  as  he  wouki  have  medical  afliftance  and  other 
advantages  tending  to  the  ptefervation  of  health,  which  do  not  at- 
tach to  the  lower  claflcs  of  the  people,  whofe  irregularities,  from  not 
being  retrained,  and  whofe  purfuits  and  labours,  by  not  being  di- 
rected by  good  judgnieut  and  intelligence,  often  produce  bad  health, 
and  extreme  poverty  and  diflrefs.'     p.  334. 

Ill  thefe  fpeculations  there  is  nothing  which  does  not  appear 
fufceptible  of  pra£lical  efficacy :  and  we  ardently  hope  that 
they  will  attract  the  notice,  and  flimulate  the  endeavours  of 
the  legiflature  to  eflablifli  more  efficient  modes  of  criminal 
punifliment  than  thofe  w^hich  at  prcfent  fubfift. 

Illegal  gambling  in  lotteries,  (fuppofed  to  the  amount  of 
500,0001.  per  annum,  by  fervants  oniy  !)  and  the  number  of 
public-houfes  and  gin-fliops  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
(flated  to  be  5,204),  where  the  confurnption  of  fprits  and  beer 
is  ellimated  at  three  miliions  annually  !  are  abufes  on  which 
our  author  expatiates  with  much  zealous  concern  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  to  reprefs  which,  he  propofes  many  regulations 
that  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  followed  by  very  falutary  con- 
fequences. 

Several  glaring  defe£ls  in  our  civil  as  well  as  criminal  ju- 
rifprudence  are  pointed  out  by  the  fagacious  author  of  the 
prefent  tveatife ;  his  obfervations  on  the  trouble  and  expenfe 
of  recovering  debts  are  juftand  ilriking — 

*  Prudent  men  under  fuch  circumftances,  will  forego  a  juft  claim 
upon  another,  or  make  up  a  bad  one  upon  themfelves,  as  by  far  the 
lead  of  two  evils  in  all  cafes,  where  they  come  in  contaft  with  de- 
figning  and  bad  characters ;  and  hence  it  is  that  the  worthlefs  part 
of  niLinkind,  availing  themfelves  in  civil,  as  others  do  in  criminal 
cafes  of  the  imperlecfions  of  the  law,  forge  thefe  defefts  into  a  rod 
of  oppreliion,  either  to  defraud  the  honell  part  of  the  community  of 
.a  JLiif  right,  or  to  create  fraudulent  demands  where  no  right  attaches, 
merely  btcaufe  thofe  mifcreants  know  that  an  aftion  at  law  even  for 
20 1,  cannot  either  be  profecuted  or  defended  without  finking  three 
times  the  amount  in  law  expences,  befides  the  lofs  of  time  flill  more 
valuable  to  men  in  bufinefs. 

'  To  convince  the  reader  that  this  obfervation  is  not  hazarded  on 
weak  grounds,  and  that  the  evil  is  fo  great  as  to  cry  aloud  for  a  re- 
medy, it  is  only  rieceflary  to  ffate  that  in  the  county  of  Middlefex 
alone,  in  the  year  1703,  the  number  of  bailable  writs  and  execu- 
tions for  debts  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds,  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  5719,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  debts  fued  for  was 
81,791 1. 
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•  It  will  fcarcely  be  credited,  although  moft  uii-qneftionably  truej 
that  the  mere  cofts  of  theic  actions,  although  made  up  and  not  de- 
fended at  all,  would  amount  to  68,728  1. — And  if  defended,  the 
aggregate  expence  to  recover  81,791  1.  muft  be — (ftrange  and  in- 
credible as  it  ma)'  appear),  no  lefs  than  285,950!. !  being  confider- 
abiy  more  than  three  times  the  amount  oi  the  debts  faed  for  or  de- 
fended.'    p,  421. 

As  a  remedy  for  thefe  inconveniences,  the  author  continues — 

'  II  inftead  of  the  various  inferior  courts  for  the  recovery  of  debts, 
(excluiive  of  the  courts  of  confcience)  which  have  been  mention- 
ed in  this  chapter,  and  which  are  of  very  liniited  ufe  on  account  of 
appeals  lying  in  aftions  above  5  1. — the  juftices,  in  general  feffions 
of  the  peace,  fpecially  commiflioned,  were  to  be  empowered  to 
hear  and  determine  finally  by  a  jury  all  anions  of  debt  under  50  I. 
and  the  cofirs  to  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  verdifl, 
great  benefits  would  refult  to  the  pubHc'     p.  423. 

We  are  rather  inclined  to  doubt  the  eligibility  of  this  plan. 
The  moft  rational  and  efFedlual  mode  of  relieving  the  public 
from  the  hardfhips  complained  of,  would  be  to  lefien  confider- 
ably,  or  even  to  annihilate,  taxes  on  law  proceedings  *,  as 
far  as  they  attach  to  fuits  in  court ;  there  would  confequently 
be  no.  necefEty  to  remove  atlions  above  4.0  1.  and  under  50  1. 
from  the  cognlfance  of  the  higher  tribunais,  where  eafy  terms 
and  a  fatisfaclory  folemnity  of  juftice  would  then  be  united. 

On  the  fubje£l  of  imprifonment  for  debt,  our  author  offers 
many  fenfibie  and  acute  remarks  -,  he  ftates  the  number  of 
perfons  who  are  arrefted  in  the  courfe  of  a  year  for  trilling 
debts,  to  be  about  40,000,  and  thus  feelingly  alludes  to  tiie 
predicament  of  many  unfortunate  debtors — 

♦  To  incarcerate  one  member  of  the  body  politic,  whofe  misfor- 
tunes and  lofTcs  may  have  arifen  from  crediting  another,  who  is  re- 
lieved by  a  commiffion  of  bankruptcy,  becaufe  his  debts  amounted 
to  more  than  100  I.  neither  accords  with  juftice,  humanity,  or  ftate 
policy.  It  debafes  the  minds  of  thoufands  whofe  conduct  never 
deferved  fuch  a  fate — who  wei'e  from  the  nature  of  their  dealings, 
although  fmal!,  entitled,  upon  the  principle  adopted  by  the  legifla- 
ture,  to  the  fame  relief  which  is  extended  to  the  higher  claflt*  by 
whom  they  often  fuffer — and  fometimes  too  by  the  moft  worthlefs 
and  depraved. — While  no  good  can  arife  from  their  confinement,  it 
is  thus  rendered  infinitely  more  fevere  tlian  that  which  is  in  many 
inftances  inflicted  on  criminal  offenders. — Their   labour  is  loft  tp 

*  This  fubjedl  is  very  ably  and  acute'y  d'fLulfed  in  a  recent  publication, 
entitled  Efcheat  i-ue  Ta;,ation,  by  Air.  Bentham.  See  Crit.  Rev.  New  Air. 
Vol.  XVI.  p,  155, 
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the  community. — Thrir  families  are  neglocled — and  perhaps  rearct} 
up  in  vice  and  idlencfs  to  become  miifances  in  fociety,  where  they 
jr.i'j'ht  have  beer)  virtuous  nnd  uleful  members.'     p.  425. 

We  are  forry  to  admit  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  obferva- 
tions  in  their  fullell  e?ft.ent.  The  top  lenient  operation  of  the 
bankrupt  I  iws  is,  in  our  opinion,  as  often  prqduttiye  of  im- 
punity to  difhoneil  meii,  as  the  law  between  debtor  and  cre- 
ditor is,  in  other  inftances,  prattica'ly  lound  to  add  oppreflioa 
to  rnisfortune.  It  might  perhaps  be  worthy  of  invefligation, 
whether  an  intention  of  fra;icl  in  the  debtor  fhoukl  not  be 
proved  to  the  fatisfaiTtion  of  a  jnrvj  previoufly  to  his  being 
deprived  of  that  perfonal  liberty,  M'hich,  in  all  other  cafes,  the 
fpiritand  the  letter  of  our  legal  inftitutions  protect  with  fuch 
fcrnpulous  jealoufy. 

To  follow  the  author  of  this  producSljon  through  all  the 
muuifarious  topics  it  embraces,  would  exceed  qur  limits,  ra- 
ther than  our  inclination  j  it  may,  however,  be  {KtQxx  from  the 
fpecimenB  we  have  given,  that  fcarcely  any  corruption  of  pub- 
lic morals,  or  defect  ox  municipal  provifion,  has  efcaped  the 
penetrating  view  and  animated  difcullion  of  a  magiflrate, 
Whnfe  talents  and  patriotilm  *  have  the  higheft  claim  to  re- 
fpedt  and  gratitude  from  his  fellow  citizens.  P'or  our  own 
parr,  we  fee!  great  pleafure  in  pronouncing,  that  the  accom- 
^litliments  of  the  fcholar,  the  liberal  i'entiment  of  the  philo- 
iopher,  and  the  practical  accuracy  of  the  man  of  bufinefs, 
contribute  to  form  the  charader  of  one  of  the  rnofl  important 
publications  that  have  iffued  from  the  Englifh  prefs. 

Since  the  above  article  was  written,  a  third  edition  of 
this  treatife  has  appeared,  with  fuller  extradls  from  various 
flatutes  connetled  with  tlic  fubje6l,  and  more  particular  defi- 
j\:'aons  of  the  offences  refpe6tively  difcufTed. 

Knoxvledgc  the  Foundation  of  Virtue,  A  Sermon,  addrcff'ed  to 
the  yoiivg  Perjons  who  attend  at  the  Gravel  Pit  A'fcct'mg^ 
Hackney.      By    Thomas    B^ijbam.      %vo.      6d.      Johnfon. 

;    1795. 

'TpHIS   fermon   is  ufhered  into  notice   with  'Hj  Tihavoi  xa; 
■■■     i^x«5£ij,  as  a  motto  ;  but  its  pertinence  to  the  lubjedl  we 
cannot,  perceive.     Thg  difcourfe  itfelf  hath  much  in  it   to 
i;oinmend. 

*  The  profits  arifinij  fidjn  the  fa'.c  of  this  puMiratioii  arc  devoted  by  the 
auth.'i;,  HI  the  way  ol  fuhfcr;i)tion.  t(i\vard>cftabl;lhliig  a  fund  for  th^;  rt,jici  and 
ch:p!ovn-'cnt  of  difchargcd  conviJl^,  and  other  vagabonds,  wha  have  uo  vifibly 
hiiicll  mciiiiS  of  lubliUeiice. 
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After  an  Introduction,  lefs  determinately  proper  than  from 
the  author  might  be  looked  for,  and  hiG  having  premifed  ( f  •  7-) 

'  That  virtue  fignifies  that  combination  of  habits,  and  that 
courfe  of  conduft  which  will  produce  the  greateft  ultimate  good. 
Vice  is  that  combination  of  habits,  or  courfe  of  condud  which 
leads  to  mifery,  or  at  leaft  tends  to  the  diminution  of  happinefs — ' 

Mr.  Bellliam  goes  on  to  difcriminate,  amid  the  various  ob- 
jefts  of  knowledge,  the  properties  of  knowledge,  moral  and 
religious,  as  confiiling  in  the  right  apprehenfion  of  moral  and 
religious  truth,  and  being  equally  remote  from  credulity  on 
the  one  hand,  and  from  fcepticifm  or  infidelity  on  the  other. 
Having  cautioned  his  auditors  againil  the  pernicious  effedts  of 
credulity,  he  adverts  to  the  oppofite  extreme — to  fcepticifm 
and  infidelity  :  he  obferves — 

'  There  is  in  the  prefent  age  anunufual  tendency,  and  efpeclally 
amonoft  young  perfons  who  fpeculate  upon  moral  and  religious 
fubjecls-  It  is  a  well  known  property  of  matter,  that  when  once 
put  into  motion,  it  will  move  for  ever  in  the  fame  direction,  if  not 
liopped  by  fome  external  force.  An  inertia  fimilar  to  this,  feems 
to  exift'in  mind,  \yhen  young  perfons  begin  to  review  the  princi- 
ples of  their  early  years,  and  fee  reafon  to  difcard  one  prejudice  after 
another,  it  is  with  difficulty  that  they  know  where  to  flop,  and 
are  fometimes  tempted  to  relieve  themfelves  from  firther  embarrafl- 
fnent  by  difcarding  every  thing  at  once,  efpecially  as  by  this  means 
they  acquire  at  an  eafy  rate  the  reputation  of  philofophers  whofe 
niinds  are  fuperior  to  vulgar  prejudices. 

^  It  is  plain,  however,  that  no  mind  is  fo  feeble  as  not  to  be  ca- 
pable of  fuch  an  effort,  or  rather  of  fuch  a  -want  of  effort  as  this : 
for  in  order  to  believe  nothing,  all  that  is  neceffary  is  not  to  think 
nor  to  enquire  about  any  thing;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  Infidelity 
is  much  more  frequently  the  refult  of  indolence  and  inattention,  than 
of  enquiry.  At  any  rate  one  thing  is  felf  evident,  viz.  that  unbelief 
is  not  knoivhdge^  and  that  true  difcernment  confifis  in  the  capactiy 
of  diftinguirtiing  between  what  we  ought  to  believe,  and  what  to 
difcard.'  p.  1 1. 

Confidering  his  young  friends  as  arrived  at  years  of  dlfcre- 
tlon,  and  fuppofing  the  queftion  to  have  occurred,  '  What  is 
that  courfe  of  condu£t  by  which  I  fhall  beft  enfure  happinefs 
on  the  whole  ?'  the  preacher  thus  addrefles  them — 

'  This  is  an  enquiry  of  great  importance.  It  is  a  problem  which 
is  worth  folving ;  for  happinefs  is  tlie  only  quality  which  gives 
value  to  exiftence,  and  without  which  being  would  not  be  worth 
acceptance. 
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'^  Permit  me  to  add,  that  the  folution  of  this  queftion  is  not  fct 
cafy  as  many  apprehend  ;  nor  is  it  reafonable  to  exped  that  it 
fliould,  Do  you  find  it  eafy  to  afcertain  the  furefl  method  of  ac- 
quiring wealth,  honour,  or  political  influence  ?  Is  there  no  diffi- 
culty in  difcovering  the  beft  means  of  attain'"g  eminence,  or  of 
enfuring  fuccefs  in  any  art  or  fcience,  in  an^-  profeffion  or  occupa- 
tion in  life?  And  is  it  reafonable  then  to  expeft  that  the  fublimeft 
of  all  fciences,  the  mofl  ufeful  of  all  arts,  the  art  of  attaining  the 
higheft  poflible  felicity,  (liould  be  acquired  without  a  proportionable 
(legree  of  mental  exertion,  and  diligent  application? 

'  Hqw  ftanda  the  h(i  ?  Are  there  many  who  fucceed  in  the  arts 
of  life  ?  Are  there  many  victorious  candidates  for  the  prize  of  opu- 
lence, of  ambition,  of  fame,  of  fcience?  Are  there  not  many  who 
ftar&  in  the  race,  but  few  who  reach  the  goal  ?  And  is  happinefs, 
the  befl  happinefs  of  man,  a  prize  more  enfiiy  and  more  frequently 
attained  than  that  of  honour  andof  wealth  ?  Do  we  not  know  from 
the'  bighefl:  authority  that  many  are  called,  but  few  are  chofen  ? 
Tb.nt  ftraight  is  the  gate  and  narrow  the  way  that  leads  to  life,  and 
few  there  be  that  find  it  ?  Are  there  manv  in  the  circle  of  vour  ac- 
quaintance  concerning  whom  you  can  pronounce  wirh  confidence 
that  they  have  difcovered,  and  with  undeviating  fleps  purfued,  the 
path  of  true  happinefs  ? 

'  You  are  then,  my  friends,  convinced  that  in  order  to  attain  to 
«xcellence  in  virtue,  or  even  to  pradife  it  at  all  to  any  good  pur- 
pofe,  it  is  necefiary  that  yni  fhould  form  a  diftinft  idea  of  the  na- 
ture of  virtue,  and  of  the  objeft  and  extent  of  its  requifitions  ;  and 
you  are  fenfible  that,  like  all  other  rnterefring  queflions,  the  folu- 
tion of  it  is  attended  wirh  confiderable  difficulty.  Your  conviftion 
of  tlie  importance  of  this  enquiry  will  grov\7  as  I  proceed  to  flate 
"what  thoft  Uibjefts  are  concerning  which  it  is  necefiary  that  you 
fhould  gain  fatisfadory  information  before  you  can  make  any  con-- 
fiderable  progrefs  in  a  virtuous  courfe.'      p.  12. 

Thefe  requifites  to  pre-eminence  In  virtue  are  next  fhown 
to  be  a  rational  conviclicn  of  the  exiftence  of  God  and  Lis  at- 
tributes, particularly  his  goodnefs ;  together  with  the  belief 
of  a  future  exillence,  the  certainty  of  which  can  only  be  ob- 
tained through  the  difcoverics  made  in  the  Chvlflian  difpenfa- 
tion.  Having,  in  a  concife  and  animated  manner,  ftated,  with 
a  view  to  the  laft  of  thefe  topics,  the  appearances  of  nature 
which  Chrillianity  confirms,  he  proceeds-^ 

*  Thus,  mv  friends,  vou  fee  the  ineftimable  value  of  the  Cbrif^ 
tian  revelation,  and  how  admirably  it  is  calculated  to  fuppiy  the  de- 
ficit ncies  of  the  li£[ht  of  nature.  Reje£l  it  and  vou  can  have  no 
rational  h^pe  of  future  exiftence;  receive  it,  and  no  ratiorKil  doubt 
can  remaiii,  no  uncertainty  upon  a  fa bjeft  the  moll  intercftifig  to 
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the  human  heart,  the  moft  necetrary  to  be  known,  in  order  to  af-' 
certam  the  beft  and  wifell  rule  of  life.'     p.  22, 

Hence,  it  is  urged  as  necefTary  to  a  rational  defire  of  hap- 
pinef?;,  that  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion  Ihould  be  tho* 
roughly  inveftigated,  and  the  principal  arguments  for  it,  with 
the  replies  to  the  principal  obje<5lions  againfl  it,  fliould  be 
made  familiar  to  the  mind, 

*  When  you  are  fiitisfied  that  God  is  good,  and  that  he  intends 
his  intelligent  creatures  for  an  immortal  exiftence,  there  ftill  re- 
mains another  fubjecl  of  enquiry,  concerning  which  it  is  necefiluy 
that  you  fliould  attain  rational  fatistaftion,  in  order  to  lay  a  founda- 
tion tor  eminent  virtue.  This  queftion  is,  What  is  the  true  rule 
Qi  life,  the  beli  means  of  fecuring  happinefs  here  and  hereafter  ? 

*  For  the  foKition  of  this  quellion  you  muft  learn  in  what  true 
happinefs  confiits,  by  what  means  thofe  habits  and  afFe6lions  are  to 
be  acquired  which  are  mofl;  direftly  conducive  to  it,  and  how  the 
contrary  habits  are  to  be  avoided. or  corrected. 

*  Juft  ideas  concerning  the  nature  of  happinefs  are  to  be  gained 
by  a  careful  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  man,  by  experience  and 
obfervation,  and  by  the  teftimony  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wife,  of 
thofe  efpecially  who  have  had  leifure  and  inclination  to  diredl  their 
principal  attention  to  moral  fubjeds.  It  is  univerfally  allowed,  by 
the  enemies  as  well  as  by  the  friends  of  revelation,  that  the  Chrif- 
tian  fcnptures  exhibit  a  perfecf  rule  of  virtue,  and  that  no  better 
general  maxim  can  be  laid  down  than  this,  Thou  fhalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  underftanding, 
and  thou  flialt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 

'  It  is  farther  necelTary  that  you  fliould  know  by  what  means 
thofe  affe£lions  and  habits  are  to  be  generated  whicih  conftitute 
what  is  called  virtue,  and  which  will  enfure  ultimate  felicity.  No 
•accurate  obferver  of  human  nature  will  contend  that  thefe  affec- 
tions are  innate.  Character  is  the  refult  of  habit,  and  habits  are 
the  neceflary  refult  of  circumftances,  im.preffions,  and  mental  dif- 
cipline.  Since  then  it  is  allowed  that  the  love  of  God  and  our 
neighbour  is  the  confummation  of  virtue,  it  is  neceflary  that  you 
fliould  know  what  thofe  circumftances  are  by  which  thefe  atleclions 
will  be  generated,  and  what  that  difcipllne  is  to  which  the  mind 
muft  be  refolutely  fubjected  in  order  to  form  thofe  moral  habits 
■which  will  conftitute  a  chara(^er  eminently  virtuous,  and  which 
will  form  and  entitle  it  to  prcfent  peace  and  immortal  happinefs. 
This  is  a  vtvj  copious  fubjecf,  upon  which  it  would  be  eafy  to 
enlarge. 

'  But  I  hope,  my  young  friends,  that  enough  has  been  faid  to 
convince  you  that  knowledge  is  eflential  to  virtue,  that  no  eftima- 
ble  moral  quality,  no  eminence  or  dignity  of  character  is  to  be  ac- 
fjuired  without  it ;  and  to  excite  in  your  breaflaii  ardent  thirft  after 
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tliat  knowledge,  that  fublime  pliilofophy,  that  triieft  and  mod  iife- 
ful  fcience  which  is  moft  immediately  connefted  with  the  prafticc 
of  virtue,  and  which  has  the  moft  diredl  and  powerful  tendency  to 
render  you  wile  and  happy.'     p.  22. 

If  this  article  be  extended  beyond  the  ordinary  limits  which 
we  allow  to  a  fmgle  difcourfe,  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  fucU 
uk'iul  Icrmons  but  feldom  occur. 

Alilitary  Reflexions  on  the  Attack  and  Defence  of  the  City  of 
London  ;  proved  by  the  Author  to  have  been  the  mofi  vulne- 
rable Part  of  Conjequence  in  the  whole  Ifland,  'in  the  Situation 
ii  was  left  in  the  2  ear  I794j  ^c  i^c.  By  Litulcnunt  Colonel 
George  Hanger.  Moft  rejpedfully  addrejjed  to  the  Right  Hon^ 
Thomas  Skhiner^  Lord  A'layor  of  London,    %'vo.     35.    Sewed* 
Debrett.     1795. 
TN  the  opinion  of  lieutenant  colonel  Hanger,  the  metropolis 
-*   is  by  no  means  fo  fecure  as  is  generally  imagined  from  an 
hofllie  yifit  from  our  republican  neighbours.     It  muft  indeed 
be  allowed  that  their  numerous  viclories,  joined  to  the  natu^ 
ral  vanity  of  the  French  character,  may  have  well  nigh  pre- 
pared them  for  undertakings  even  of  a  more  defperate  kind 
than  that  againft  which  \ye  are  here  fo  earneftly  recommended 
to  be  upon  our  guard.     It  is  not  unlikely  that  many,  who 
confi.ier  the  foIlowinP[  obfervations  without  adverting  at  leaft. 
to  the  arguments  which-  weigh  on  the  oppo'lte  fide,  may  in- 
cKne  to  our  author's  way  of  thinking.     i\liuding  to  what  hap^ 
pened  In  the  lafl  war,  he  fays — 

^^  When  the  French  and  Spanifli  fleets  lay  oT  Plymouth,  it  can- 
not be  denied  but  they  might  have  landed  in  the  wefl ;  and,  in  my 
bnmble  opinion,  when  iorcl  Howe  lafl:  war  we  it  to  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar,  the  French  might  at  that  particular  period  have  landed 
any,  where  they  ciiofe.  I  hope,  my  lord,  I  may  riili  an  opinion 
why  they  did  not  attempt  an  invafion  at  that  time  ;  their  military 
force  was  nothing  equal  to  what  it  now  is  ;  they  had  not  more  than 
250,000  men  to  guard  their  extenfive  frontier,  garrifon  their  Weft 
India  poffeffions,  and  affift  the  Americans  with  a  military  force 
againft  us.  At  that  time,  my  lord,  they  had  only  an  army,  but  now 
they  are  an  arrned  nation  ;  at  that  time,  my  lord,  they  were  not  in 
pofTeiTion  of  Brabant,  and  what  is  more  doubly  deftruftive  to  us, 
they  were  not  in  the  poflefiion  of  Holland,  by  which,  m.y  lord,  to  ufe 
a  military  expreffion,  they  have  efFeftually  turned  the  left  flank  of 
Britain.  Flow  doubly  fufpicious  ought  we  now  to  be,  when  our 
military  pofitiou  is  fo  much  altered,  and  our  whole,  eaftern  coaft  open 
to  their  depredations,  which  it  never  was  by  many  degrees  fo  much, 
before  this  unfortunate  period. 

'  There  are  particular  times  when  our  grand  fleet,  however  for- 
midable, are  abfolutely  ufelefs,  and  unable  to  protecl  us  from  inva- 
fion j 
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fion  ;  I  fliail  quote  a  few  inftances : — firft,  when  they  are  many 
hundred  miles  at  fea  weft  of  the  Land's  End  ;  next,  my  lord,  be 
pieafeiS  to  obferve,  that  when  they  are  either  at  Plymouth  or  Spit- 
head,  and  the  wind  blows  ftrong  at  eafr,  they  cannot  come  up  chan- 
nel to  the  relief  of  the  capital,  or  any  other  place  that  lay  eafl  from 
them.  Next,  my  lord,  be  pleafed  to  confider  that  the  fame  wind 
which  keeps  our  fleet  from  coming  up  channel,  is  favourable  for 
the  French  to  invade  us,  and  when  that  very  wind  changes,  it  will 
carry  them  home  long  before  it  can  bring  our  fleet,  or  any  part  of 
it,  from  Plymouth,  or  even  Spitbead.  Again,  be  pleafed  to  ob- 
f«;rve  mv  farther  remarks,  that  our  grand  fleet  never  can  dare  ap- 
proach a  lee  ftiore  ;  and  what  is  more  to  cur  diladvantage,'  they  can 
do  little  or  nothin?  amongft  fand  banks  and  (lioals,  of  which  there 
are  abundance  oif  many  parts  of  our  coafts,  and  mofl;  particularly 
in,  and  at  the  approach  to  the  river  Thames;  therefore  it  is  my 
opinion,  that  if  the  enemy  'ever  come  with  a  fuperior  flotilla,  they 
may  efFe6l  a  landing,  in  fpite  of  our  fleet. 

'  It  has  been  a  general  received  opinion,  that  as  long  as  cur  fleets 
are  fuperior  at  fea,  that  we  never  can  be  invaded.  In  my  opinion, 
my  lord,  this  is  the  moff  extravagant  and  the  wiideft  idea'  that  ever 
entered  the  mind  of  man  ;  it  originated  in  folly,  and  has  been  nurfed 
in  the  lap  of  national  infolence,  prefuming  too  much  upon  our  ixi- 
periority  at  fea.  No  one  glories  more  in  the  wooden  walls  of  Old 
England  than  I  do,  on  them  depend  our  wealth,  commerce,  poflef- 
fioiis,  and  confequence  as  a  great  nation;  but  they,  I  am  forry  to 
(ay,  can  have  but  little  to  do  in  an  ihvafion,  except  in  the  deeper 
waters  of  the  weft  of  England,  and  much  lefs  now  than  they  ever 
had,  as  the  French  are  in  poireflaon  both  of  Holland  and  Brabant,  by 
which  our  fituation  as  a  nation  is  totally  altered. 

'  My  lord,  I  have  ferioufty  refleifled  on  my  piilow  on  the  danger 
the  capital  has  been  expofed  to,  witliin  thefe  few  months,  fince  the 
French  have  been  in  poflelTion  of  riollahd  ;  the  eafterly  winds  pre- 
vailing, -with  dark  and  long  nights,  and  not  a  fliip  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames,  or  near  it,  or  any  defence  whatever,  that  I  know  of, 
to  proteft  the  capital ;  I  confefs  it  is  to  my  utter  aftonifnment  tliat 
they  have  not  run  a  body  of  men  over  in  the  long  nights  from  Hol- 
land into  the  Thames,  fqr  in  feven  hours  after  landing,  they  might 
have  been  in  London  without  oppofltion ;  indeed,  they  have  had 
their  hands  pretty  full  of  bufinefs,  which  1  believe  is  the  only  rea- 
Ion  they  did  not,  but  this  is  no  reafon  why  we  Ihould  think  they 
will  not  do  it.  I  know  full  well,  my  lord,  that  I  write  ftrong,  and 
that  it  is  my  intent  to  paint  the  dangers  ftronger,  and  that  many  may 
fay,  however  fuecefsful  I  may  be  in  pointing  out  fome  particular 
points  of  defence  that  ought  to  be  attended  to,  yet  that  this  book 
tends  to  alarm  the  citizens  of  London  ;  to  which  I  will  reply,  that 
my  heart  is  warm  and  zealouflv  attached  to  the  intt-reli  of  the  citv 
of  London,  and  to  my  country  ;  and  that  if  they  can  lay  no  worfe 

charge 
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charge  to'  my  door,  T  fliall  be  fatisfied;  for  I  devoutly  wifli  I  was      1 
endowed  with  ten  times  the  powers  I  pofiefs,  that  I  might  ten-fold 
imprcfs  on  the  minds  of  the  city  of  London  the  dangers  they  have 
been  exprfed  to,  and  will  be  expofed  to,  until  other  ftcps  are  taken 
for  their  protedion. 

*  i.et  me  afk  a  queftion  ;  if  France  fliould  malce  peace  with  feme 
of  the  foreign  powers,  (which  fhe  fcems  at  preient  defirousof) 
againft  what  place  can  file  turn  the  powers  of  her  numerous  armies 
but  againft  this  ifland  r  In  fpite  of  our  grand  fleet  they  may  land 
whenever  they  pleafe,  (I  had  aknoft  faid,  wherever  they  pleafe), 
I  might  be  allied,  Where  do  you  think  they  could  land  ?  to  which" 
I  would  only  reply,  any  where,  when  our  fleet  is  at  fea.'     p.  ii. 

It  would  carry  us  beyond  our  limits  to  go  at  length  into  the 
queftion  of  the  probability  of  an  invafion  5  but  thofe  who  feel 
an  inclination  to  judge  for  themfelves  on  fuch  a  fubject,  will 
do  well  to  refort  to  this  pamphlet,  where  at  lead  they  will 
find  it  treateci  in  an  interelting  manner. 

The   Larjj   of  Tenures  ;  including  the   Theory  and  TratTice  of 
Copyholds.     By    the   late  Lord  Chief  Baron    Gilbert.     The 
Fourth  Edition  corrected \  'with  an  Hiforical  Introdudion  on 
the  Feudal  Syjlcrn,  and  copious  Notes  and  lllujirations.     By 
Charles  Watkitis.,  Efq.  Author  of  an  EJfay  on  the  La-ju  of 
DcJccntSt  l^c.  2ivo.   lOs.  dd.   Boards.    Butterworth.  1796. 

■R.  W ATKINS  is  a  writer  to  whofe  accurate  and  learn-^ 
ed  labours  the  profeflion  of  the  law  has,  in  feveral  in- 
ftances,  been  confiderably  indebted  ;  and  we  are  therefore 
pleafed  to  fee  one  of  the  moft  profound  treatifes  of  the  great 
chief  baron  Gilbert  publifhed  under  the  care  of  fuch  an  editor. 
The  particular  reafons  which  induce  a  new  edition  of  any 
law  book,  are  material  to  be  known  ;  and  as  no  editor  is  more 
entitled  to  the  compliment  than  Mr.  Watldns,  we  ihall  quote 
the  whole  of  his  Advertifement — 

*  The  former  editions  of  the  Tenures  of  Gilbert  having  become 
extremely  fcarce,  it  is  conceived  that  no  apology  can  be  rcquifite 
for  prefentJng  a  new  one  to  the  world.  The  defervedly  high  efti- 
mation  in  which  the  original  has  been  fo  long  held,  muft  equally 
render  uiineceflary  any  eulogium  which  an  advertifement  can  be- 
ftow :  it  remains  therefore  only  to  fny,  that  the  prefent  editor  has 
been  anxious  to  add  to  the  utility  of  the  work  ;  and,  by  pointing 
cut  more  immediately  the  principles  on  which  the  doftrines  ad- 
vanced are  eftahliflied,  and  by  the  addition  of  references,  to  enable 
the  ftudent  more  eafily  to  purfiie  his  refearches. 

'  The  prefent  editor  embraces,  with  much  pleafure,  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  a/Torded  him',  of  acknowledging  the  obligation  which  he 
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ewes  to  the  friendfliip  and  politenefs  of  Mr.  Hargrave,  for  his  kinid 
communication  of  the  chief  baron's  nianufcript  "  Hiflory  of  the 
Feud,"  which  is  in  the  pofleffion  of  that  gentleman.  From  thar 
manufci'ipt,  the  editor  has  been  enabled  to  corred  many  pafTuges  in 
the  "  Treatife  on  Tenures,"  and  to  enrich  his  paaes  with  fome  ob- 
fervations  of  the  very  learned  author,  with  which,  till  now,  the 
profefficn  has  not  been  prefented. 

'  The  editor  is  forry  that  he  was  not  enabled  to  correft'the  whole 
of  the  text : — But  he  remembered  the  iriviolability  which  the  fa- 
crednefs  of  the  author's  work  muft  ever  demand.  The  inaccuracies 
which  occur. muft  be  rather  lamented  than  condemned,  when  it  is 
confldered  that  the  work  was  pofrhumoiis ;  and  that  the  ingenious 
author  was  frequently  incapacitated,  during  many  of  his  latter  years, 
to  write  himfeif,  and,  in  confequence,  obliged  to  truft  to  his  clerks 
for  the  faithful  communication  of  what  he  could  only  diftate. 

'  Some  few^  notes  were  added  to  the  third  edition^  which  have 
been  preferved  ;  and  from  which  thofe  of  the  piefent  editor  are 
diftinguifaed  by  being  infeited  between  crotchets.  The  fide  re- 
ferences alfo  remain  (except  in  a  very  few  inflances)  as  they  were 
given  in  the  lafl  edition  ;  and  for  the  accuracy  of  which  the  prefent 
editor  cannot,  therefore,  be  anfwerable. 

'  It  has  been  remarked,  that  "  the  fparks  of  all  the  fciences  ia 
the  world  are  raked  up  in  the  afhes  of  the  law  "  (Finche  L.  b.  i. 
c.  3.)  Yet  the  ftudy  of  it  has  been  rendered  difgufting  by  the  con- 
lined  manner  ia  which  it  has  been  treated.  When  the  laws  are 
connected  with  rhe  hiflory  and  manners  of  the  times,  they  at  once 
intereft  and  amufe  :  we  develope  their  principles  with  admiration, 
and  we  trace  their  progrefs  with  pleafure.  The  amplitude  and  li- 
berality of  fentiment  which  our  author  difplaved  in  deducing  thofe 
•  principles,  and  in  marking  that  progrefs,  fliouid  be  equally  our 
imitation,  as  they  have  fo  truly  been  deferving  the  celebrity  they 
have  received.'     p.  v. 

The  concluding  palTage  of  this  advertifement  mufl  give 
pleafure  to  thofe  who  have  juftly  lamented  the  repulfive  , 
narrownefs  of  difcuffion  with  which  law  iubjefls  have  gene- 
rally been  treated,  and  the  plodding  ipechanifm  and  relative 
ignorance  which  have  been  falfely  dignified  with  the  name  of 
legal  learning.  In  addition  to  the  authority  of  Finch,  on  the 
connection  of  general  fcience  with  law,  our  editor  might  have 
alluded  to  a  very  beautiful  amplification  of  the  fame  fentiment 
in  that  old  but  valuable  book,  Dodcrulges^s  Engl'iJJi  Lawyer. 
The  venerable  judge,  among  various  acute  remarks  in  his 
difquifition  on  this  topic,  fays,  '  the  ftudy  of  the  law  mult  of 
necefhty  ftretch  out  her  hand  and  crave  to  be  holpen  and  aflifted 
almod  of  all  other  fciences ;'  and  again,  that  *  the  profeflbr 
of  the  laws  {hould  be  furnifhed  witli  the  Jcnowledge  of  all  good 
literature  of  niofl  of  the  fciences  liberal  ;  for  if  a  man  may 
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obferve  the  ufe  of  thofe  foiences  to  lie  hidden  in  the  I'aw,  who' 
then  may  better  ufe  or  obferve  them,  than  he  who  is  already 
furniflied  with  them  ?  And  if  the  knowledge  of  the  law  do  re- 
ceive ornamcjit  by  thefe  eruditions  (as  I  think  no  man  can 
deny)  it  (hall  be  very,  expedient  and  well  befitting  the  ftu- 
dent  of  the  laws  to  have  firtl  familiarity  and  acquaintance  with 
them,  and  to  be  inftvudled  in  the  fame.' 

In  a  {hort  and  fenfible  Introdu£lion,  Mr.  Watkins  traces 
the  progrefs  of  European  fociety  to  the  eftablilhment  of  th** 
feudal  fyftem ;  we  have  often  regretted  that  on  this  fubje£\ 
the  fpeculations  of  analogy  have  been  too  freely  intermixed 
with  hilLorical  fa6ls  ;  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Watkins  are  rather 
tinctured  with  thofe  fanciful  notions  of  tracing  the  exa£l  fea- 
tures of  the  Britiih  conftitution,  in  the  euitoms  of  the  ancient 
Germans,  which  were  fo  enthufialticaliy  propagated  by  the 
late  Dr  Gilbert  Stewart,  and  which  diminilhed  the  accuracy," 
and  of  confequence  the  authority,  of  produ£tions  that  evinced 
an  ardent  and  ingenious  mind^ 

Such  mufl  ever  be  the  fate  of  thofe  writers  whofe  talents 
are  warped  by  prejudice  in  favour  of  a  certain  fet  of  opinions: 
prejudice  which  imparts  a  falfe  colour  to  fafis,  and  which  be- 
comes more  petulantly  tenacious  by  the  habits  of  controverfy. 

Oii  the  work  before  us,  much  meritorious  attention  ha5 
been  beftowed  .'  the  notes  and  illuftrations  difcover  confider- 
able  refearch  in  the  antiquities  of  our  law,  and  a  refpecStable 
talte  in  general  literature.  As  we  hope,  and  indeed  expedt, 
that  this  will  not  be  the  lad  time  Mr.  Watkins  will  undertake 
the  talk  of  an  author  or  editor,  we  would  caution  him  ajjainft 
the  affected  ufe  of  fuch  quaint  words  as  '  emancdy  Sec.  and 
alfo  againft  frequent  clufters  of  references,  on  points  not  ex- 
prefsly  legal,  and  which  betray  a  fecming  oftentation  of  read- 
ing. 
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POLITICAL. 

Fcii7s  relative  i9  the  C<mdu£i  of  the  PTar  in  the  Wejl  Indies  ;  colleSi- 
ed  from  the  Speech  of  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  in  the  Hoitfe 
of  CommonSy  on  the  2.8/^  of  April,  i  796,  and  from  the  Documents 
laid  before  the  Houfe  upon  that  Subje^.  s^to.  is.  (id.  Owen. 
1796. 

'T^HIS  pamphlet  contains  205  quarto  pages,  of  which  fifty-nine 
"*■     are  given  to  the  defence  of  adminiftration,  and  the  remainder 
to  the  derails  of  (hips,  cargoes,  extracts  of  letters  to  and  from  H. 
Duadas,  memorials  on  the  fick,  and  direftions  for  the  better  ma- 
nagement 
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iiagement  of  the  troops  in  the  Weft  Indies.  From-  what  pen  the 
former  part  comes,  we  have  no  intimation  ;  but  if  it  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  the  fecretary  himfelf,  it  comes  with  fuch  an  afpeft,  as 
would  im{;ly  that  it  has  been  fubmitted  to  his  direction.  There  is, 
throughout,  a  total  want  of  the  lucidus  or  do ;  and  many  redundan-- 
cies  might  have  been  lopped  off,  if  an  accurate  ftatement  were  the 
chief  thing  required,  without  doing  any  injury  to.the  compofition. 
On  the  merits  of  the  queftion  it  is  not  our  part  to  decide  ;  and 
indeed,  from  the  data  prefented  to  us,  we  (liould  deem  it  improper 
to  form  an  abfolute  decifion.  Many  things  require  explanation, 
for  which  probably  no  opportunity  will  be  given  ;  the  oppofitioa 
will  retain  its  firft  opinion,  miniftry  v;ill  conceive  that  it  has  tri- 
umphantly overcome  its  opponents.  Truth  fays,  '  I  am  not  fatis- 
tied  !'  There  fliould  be  a  tribunal  before  which  both  parties  might 
be  brought,  from  which  no  documents  can  be  concealed,  where 
the  judges  are  not  in  league  with  the  atcufers  or  the  defendants. 
The  reafons  of  both  fides  being  fubmitted  to  fuch  a  tribunal,  a 
conelufion  may  be  drawn  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  queftion  ; 
moft  perfons  will  afcribe  praife  or  blame  to  adminiftration,  not 
from  its  merits  or  demerits  in  the  preient  inftance,  but  from  fome 
previous  determination. 

The  publication  is  however  ufefiil,  as  It  brings  together,  for 
.  thofe  who  have  leifure  to  read  it,  a  great  many  documents  of  im- 
portance to  a  Weft-India  campaign.  To  the  military  we  recom- 
mend particularly  the  directions  tor  health  on  the  voyao-e  and  on 
landing  ;  and  the  many  complaints  of  inattention  to  the  fick,  and 
of  negligence  in  fending  out  medicines,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
have  a  due  effect  on  the  fuperintendants  of  thefe  departments. 

What  expedations  an  impartial  man  may  foraj  of  the  whole, 
may  be  feen  from  the  following  extract — 

'  It  will  appear  fcarcely  credible,  after  reading  Mr.  Dundas's 
letter  of  the  28th  of  September,  that  the  detention  of  this  convoy, 
from  the  end  of  September  to  the  m.iddle  of  December,  fhould 
have  been  imputed  to  minifters.  What  diabolical  caprice  could  be 
fuppofed  to  adtuate  their  conduft  ?  What  fpecies  of  gratification 
were  they  likely  to  find  in  the  failure  and  difappointment  of  their 
own  meafures  ?  What  plaufible  argument  can  be  affrgned  in  fupport 
of  this  charge  r  A  more  ridiculous  one  was  never  broucrht  forward 
by  the  intemperate  rage  of  party.'     p.  24. 

We  have  no  fcruple  of  faying  that  this  detention,  without  pre- 
tending to  think  well  or  ill  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  might  be 
imputed  to  minifters  upon  very  different  grounds  from  any  fijr- 
mifed  in  the  above  extraft.  A  miniftry  might  have  been  bewil- 
dered, might  have  been  diftraded  between  two  objeds,  the  defence 
of  the  Weft  Indies  and  the  conduit  of  the  war  in  Europe.  Un- 
certainty and  fiuduation  in  its  councils,  rifing  from  the  events  of 

each 
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tach  day,  mie^nt  ha^i;  been  the  caiife  $  and  indeed,  amongft  the  vd' 
riety  of  pbiifible  reafons,  we  ?.re  hkely  to  err  in  affigning  one;  but 
the  atithor  is  not  likelv  to  affift  us  in  finding  the  true  one. 

We  could  not  help  obferving  with  what  confidence  the  narrative 
is  concluded—-- 

*  The  general  ftatement  given  by  Mr.  Dundas  of  the  expeditions 
provided  for  this  campaign  will  remain  an  irrefragable  proof  that 
every  human  precaution  vvas  taken  to  procure  to  his  majefty's  arms 
in  that  quarter  that  decifive  fuccefs  which,  by  enabling  us  to  ter- 
minate the  war  with  glory  and  advantage,  would  have  completed 
the  ciiarafter  of  an  able  miniftcr,  and  have  fatisfied  the  beft  ambi- 
tion of  an  honeft  man.'      p.  59. 

Yet  in  the  account  of  the  reinforcement  to  be  fent  to  fir  Charles 
Grey,  of  whicl:  he  flood  la  moil  urgent  need,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing note-- 

*  The  third  regiment  ordered  was  the  79th,  but  by  fome  miflake 
of  the  orders  lent  to  Fluthing,  it  was  diredled  to  join  the  duke  of 
York's  army,  inftead  of  embarking  at  that  port  for  the  Weft  Indies.' 
p.  23. 

One  precaution  at   leaft   vvas  evidently  wanting,  when  a  whole 
regiment  went  in  a  contrary  direction  to  its  real  defignation ;  and  this 
may  lead  fome  people   to  think  that  fome  other  precautions  were 
wanting  (as  they  were  fufpecled  to  be)  in  the  duke's  army,  to  fe- 
cure  the  glory  and  advantage  of  his  majefty's  arms. 

77ie  Rights  of  "Nature^  againji  the  Ufurpations  of  Eflablifhmenti, 
A  Series  of  Letfets  to  the  People  of  Britain^  on  the  State  of  Pub- 
lic Affairs^  arid  tJie  recent  Effufions  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke.  By  yohn  ThehvalL  Letter  the  Firfi.  8ro.  is.  Sy- 
monds.      1796. 

In  the  late  publication  of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  which  has  fo 
much  excited  the  public  curiodcy,  the  following  are  the  three  ob- 
jects of  difcufiion  —  i.  The  fpirit  of  jacobinifm  in  Great  Britain, 
and  the  moil:  direft  way  of  overpowering  it.  2.  The  beauty  of 
the  old  governments,  and  the  wickednefs  of  thofe  who  attempt  to 
weaken  them.  3,  The  expediency  and  juftlce  of  our  Vi'ar  with 
France,  the  refources  which  we  pofTefs  to  prolong  it,  and  the  wlf- 
clom  of  purfuing  It,  even  though  we  flake  our  national  exiftence  on 
its  fuccefs. — To  the  firft  only  of  thefe  heads,  the  following  letter 
is  to  be  confidered  as  an  anfvver. 

Without  dwellins:  on  the  beauties  or  blemifhes  of  Mr.  Burke's 
publication  in  point  of  compofition  (for,  as  a  writer,  Mr.  Burke  be- 
trays numerous  faults  amidft  numerous  excellencies;  we  muft  avow 
that  we  were  flruck  with  horror,  as  every  friend  to  humanity  muft 
be,  with  feveral  of  his  declarations ;  and  we  are  not  furprifed  that 
Mr.  Thelwall,  who.  if  Mr.  Burke's  fyftem  of  extirpation  was  to 
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take  place,  wonld  probably  be  the  firft  viftim,  exprefles  himfelf  in 
a  temper  fomeu'hat  different  from  that  exhibited  in  his  former  pub- 
lication. 

In  this  reply  then  to  Mr.  Burke,  the  reader  is  not  to  look  for 
very  clofe  and  methodical  reafoning.  The  author  grows  warm  at 
the  very  outfet  of  the  addrefs,  and,  in  the  mofl.  pointed  terms  of 
declamation,  aims  throughout  to  roufe  the  people  of  this  country 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  wrongs,  and  turns  frequently  to  Mr.  Burke  with 
fevere-but  veryjufl  animadverfion. 

The  publication  of  this  pamphlet,  we  underfland,  was  fome» 
what  ex}  edited  in  order  that  it  might  appear  by  the  fifth  of  Novem- 
ber :  a  few  proofs  therefore  of  hafte,  and  a  few  errors  of  the  prefs 
might  be  produced  :  but  amidfi:  ail  we  difcover  traces  of  an  inge- 
nious and  ftrong  mind,  as  well  as  of  a  warm  and  benevolent  heart, 
on  which  we  couid  witii  great  pleafure  enlarge,  and  which  entitle 
the  letter  to  the  public  notice. 

Speaking  concerning  many  abfurd  Infiltutions  eftablifiied  in  Eu». 
rope,  Mr.  Thciwall  exprefTes  himfelf  in  the  following  eloquent 
manner. 

'  Are  thefe  the   infritutions  which  Mr.   B.  wifnes  to  fupport  ? 
Are  thefe  the  perfeft  models   of  focial  jurifprudence  which   it  is 
blafphemy  to  approach  with  the  unhallowed  finger  of  innovation  or 
reform?  Are  thefe.  (in  their  effc£ts)  the  regular  and  orderly  fabrics 
of  the  antient  legitimate  "  government  of  liate^,''  whofe  plans  and 
materials  were  "  drawn  from   tljc  old  Germa:iic  or  Gothic  cuitu- 
mary,"  and  of  which  thofe  famtus  archite«fts,  "  the  civilians,  the 
juriffs,  and  the  publicifls,"  have  given  us  fuch  flattering  draughts, 
ground  plots  and  elevations  ?  If  they  are,  perifl),  I  fay,  fuch  tem.^ 
pies  of  opprefTion  and  injuftice  !   Av/ay    with  your  idle  jargon  of 
venerable  antiquity  : — that  awful,   but   endearing   epithet,   belongs 
jiot,  Mr.  Buike,  to  grey  hairs  alone.     Av.ay  with  your  pompous 
boafts   of  grace,    beauty,  and  fubhmity,  ,of  fwelling    proportions, 
and    poliflied   fymrhetry.      If  fuch  are  the  efteds  of  thefe  fabrics, 
they  are  hateful  and  accurfed  ;  and,  though  crowned  with  "  Co-- 
rinthian  capitals,"  though  hung  with  antique  trophies  of  rei^own, 
and  adorned  with  offerings  of  ancient  and  modern  piety,  they  m.uft 
perifli ;  they  ought  to  perifli  ;  and  they   will.     They  are  Augean 
ftables  that  mull  be  cleanfed.  They  are  Bafliiles  of  intellecl,  which 
mufl  be   deflroyed.      They  are   infulting   maufolecjns   of  buried 
rights,  and  are  ready  tr)  totter  from,  their  bale  ;  for  the  day  of  the 
refurrection  is  near  at  hand  ;  and  "  the  vail  of  the  temple  fliall  be 
rent  in  twain."     f.  i  7. 

On  the  whole,  we  think  this  a  very  ample  and  proper  reply  to 
that  part  of  Mr.  Burke's  book  which  Mr.  Thelwall  undertook  tp 
reply  to. 

Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XVHL  A w.  1796.  A  a  Th 
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The  CJironolog'ift  of  the  pfefent  War.  Coiitahiing  a  faithful  Series  of 
t/ie  Evt-nts  ivkicli  have  occurred  in  Europe^  from  the  Connnevcemetit 
of  the  Year  1792,  to  the  end  of  the  Year  1795.  \2mo.  \s. 
Boards.     Allen  atid  Weft.      1 796. 

The  vahie  of  every  compilntion  of  this  kind  depends,  firft,  on 
accuracy,  and  fecondl'v,  011  arrangement.  As  far  as  we  have  ex- 
amined it,  we  fee  nothiiie  to  blame  on  the  fcore  of  accuracy  ;  but 
in"  point  of  arrangement,  it  is  totally  ufelefs.  '  The  editor  trufls 
that  all  public  ])olitical  characters  will  be  flruck  with  the  ufefnlnefs 
of  the  worS.,.  when  they  frnd  it  neceffary  to  determine  precifely 
the  date  of  any  remarkable  event.'  But  fuppofing  that  one  of  thefe 
public  political  chambers.,  or  a  charafter  of  any  other  kintl,  want- 
ed the  date  of  an  event,  ex.  gr.  the  execution  of  Robefpierre,  he 
has  no  fliorter  way  to  come  at  it  than  by  looking  over  the  greater 
part  of  a  ciofely  printed  volume  of  336  pages;  whereas,  in  one 
twentieth  part  ol  the  time  he  might  find  it  in  the  contents  of  the 
volumes  of  the  Annual  Regiiler.  As  a  general  outline  of  the  events 
of  the  iaft  four  years,  this  work  may  be  ufeful  to  tiiofe  who  perufe 
it  in  feries ;  but  it  is  net  calculated  for  immeduite  reference,  and 
can  fhorten  no  labour. 

Free  Tlioughts  on  a  General  ^eforin^  a-ddreffed  to  every  inde^endettt 
Man.  The  Truth  equally  Di/lant  from  the  flimfy  Machinery  of 
Mtjfrs*.  Burke^    Reeves,   and  Co.   as  from    the  grofs   Ribaldry  of 

Thomas  Paine,   and  his  Party..     By  ~S S,  M.  A.   &c. 

"Sz-o.      2s.      Diliy.      179.6. 

Tills  author  flies  with  fuch  rapidity  from  fubjeft  to  fubjeft,  tha-t 
ir  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  difcover  his  drift.  It  would  appear, 
however,  to  be  expreired  in  the  followingr  uallaee — 

'  That  fince  the  national  purity  feems  to  have  received  iX?. fains 
from  the  higher  orders,  the  aft  of  expunging  muft  begin  from  them. 
That  in  every  department  the  true  intereft  of  the  kingdom  is  facri- 
ticed  to  a  system  of  pasty,  which  is  the  grand  fource  of  vice, 
and  is  deflruftive  to  liberty,  honefty,  and  religion  ;  and  that  unity 
on  the  independent  part  of  the  community  can  alone  overturn  the 
motley  monfter.'     p.  76. 

All  this  is  fair  ;  and  the  author,  by  cenfuring  indifcriminatelv  the 
conduft  of  th£  miniltry  and  their  opponents,  wiflies  to  eftabliili  his 
claim  to  independence  :  but  unfortunately  he  proves,  that  in  fome 
points  an  independent  man  can  write  as  abfurdly  as  a  party  man,  and 
with  as  much  of  a  mifchievous  and  bigoted  fpirit.  Of  this  he  af- 
fords a  molt  remarkable  inltance  in  p.  19,  in  which  he  calls  Mr. 
Erfkine  the  idol  of  a  revolutionary  mob,  and  compares  him  to  the 
commonelj.ftrumpet  in  the  commoneft  bagnio;  aHerting  that,  like 
her,  he  reiufes  his  aid  where  the  purfe  of  the  party  cannot  fully  fa- 
tisfy  his  demand,  &c.     Tiie  fad  iSj  that  this  author,  in  itriving.  to 
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avoid  both  parties,  has  formed  a  fet  of  opinions  from  the  worft 
parts  of  both  ;  for,  in  the  inftance  given,  we  have  a  mixture  of  the 
Jiimfy  macliintfy  of  Mejfrs.  Burkc^  Reeves,  and  Co.  and  the  pro/} 
ribahhy  of  Thomas  Pniite  and  Co.  Yet  we  do  not  believe  that  ei- 
ther of  thefe  gentlemen  would  have  written  on  Mr.  Erfkine's  pub- 
lic fervices  in  a  manner  fo  grofbly  opprobrious  and  falfe. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  IP^illlam  Pitt,  J/iewing  Jioiv  Crimes  may' 
he  prevented,  arid  the  People  made  Happy.      By  John  Donaldfon^ 
Efq,     8^'o.      is.     Cadell  rt«,^  Davies.      1796. 

Mr.  Donaldfon  liill  perfills  in  keeping  his  nojirums  to  himfelf, 
unlefs  the  miniller  will  put  the  |>atients  under  his  immediate  care. 
INIr.  Pitt  is  therefore  reqiiefted  to  put  fome  llreets  and  roads  under 
his  care,  and  alfo  the  bufinefs  of  providing  juft  balances  ai^d 
weights.  He  enters  largely  into  the  expenfe  ot  keeping  dogs,  and 
powdering  our  heads;  on  which  lafl:  fubjecl  we  have  fome  cu- 
rious information.  Powder  occafions  baldnefs,  and  millers  have 
no  hair  upon  their  heads ;  and  '  whatever  e{fe6f  powder  may 
have  on  the  head,  it  is  a  common  obfervation  that  millers  and 
dealers  in  flour,  &c.  are  in  gener.d  deaf,  unfeeling,  and  harder- 
hearted  to  the  poor  than  any  other  fet  of  people.'  VVhen  ihtk  fads 
are  eftabliflied,  we  may  probably  difcpver  a  fource  of  ivicked?iefsy 
and  be  able  to  refolve  a  very  important  quefiion,  which  feemsto 
arife  very  naturally,  namely,  whether  a  man,  whofe  iniquities  arife 
from  want  of  hair,  may  not  be  completely  r formed  by  wearing  a 
loig?' 

For  our  notices  of  Mr.  Donaldfon's  former  fchemes,  fee  Crit. 
Rev.  March,  April,  and  November,  of  lafl:  year. 

The  Argus  ;  or.  General  Obferver  :  a.  Political  Mifcellany.  Cat' 
taining  the  tnoji  important.  Events  of  Europe,  and  the  principal 
Occurrences  in  England,  from  the  Meeting  of  Parliament,  O^Io- 
ber  2(),  1795,  to  its  Diffoluticn,  3/rtj'  18,  1796.  With  a  variety 
(f  original  Letters  and  Ref^Hions  on  the  interefling  and  critical 
Situation  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  By  Sampfon  Perry.  Sc^o.  ^s. 
Boards.     Symonds.      1796. 

This  mifcellany,  like  the  newfpaper  of  the  fame  name,  from 
which  it  is  principally  compiled,  has  very  flender  claims  to  merit, 
and  many  exceptionable  articles  included  in  it.  It  is  neverthelefs 
capable  of  affording  both  information  and  amufemer.t,  in  as  great 
a  degree  as  the  generality  of  periodical  publications  which  profefs  to 
gratify  curiofity  without  any  material  profit  to  tlie  underftandiug. 

A  Vindication  of  Motif,  de  la  Fayette,  from  the  libellous  Afperfions 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Edynurtd  Burke  ;  vjith  the  Charader  of  the 
latter  Gentleman,  faithfully  delineated.  E::tra-^id  from  the  poli- 
tical llfritiiigs  of  PV.  Miles,    Efq.   Zvc.    is.    Symonds.    1796. 

li  we  bad  not  read  th&  narrative  of  poor  Le  i.IaitrCj  and  of  his  fuf- 
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ferings  in  a  prifon  in  this  metropolis,  which  he  fo  empliatically  calls 
the  new  Baflile, — if  we  had  not  obfcrved  the  litrle  impreffion  made 
upon  the  pnhlic  mind  by  a  plain  recital  of  the  evils  to  which  an 
innocent  young  man  has  been  expofed  in  this  fuppofed  humane 
country, — wefliould  have  faid,  upon  our  recollecf>ion  of  formertimes, 
that  the  name  of  La  Fayette  inurt  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  every 
Englifliman.  In  vain  do  we  execrate  RoSefpierre  !  Robefpierre  is 
an  angel  of  light  to  the  wretch  who  is  the  author  of  La  Fayette's 
fufferings  in  the  dungeons  of  Olmutz  La  Fayeite  requires  no 
vindication  from,  the  garrulity  of  a  foul  mouthed  orator.  We  degrade 
his  charar^er  by  bringing  him  for  a  mo  i^ent  in  conpetition  with  a 
mere  ranter,  who,  to  ferve  hispurpofe,  had  not  pity  on  thediiireflcd 
fituation  of  his  fovereign.  If  La  Fayette  had  wanted  a  vindication, 
we  could  not  have  commended  the  very  violent  declamation  againft 
Mr.  Burke,  too  much  refembling  his  ftvle,  which  runs  through  the 
work  before  us.  Lideed,  the  name  of  La  Fayette  overpowers  us  : 
our  pen  drops  from  our  hands  in  writing  it,  and  we  blulli-that  we 
are  Englifhnxen. 

^  Letter  to  the  Right  H'jti.  IViUiam  Pitt^  on  the  prefent   alarming 
Crijis  of  public  Affairs.      8-yo.      \s.     Debrett.      1796. 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  in  the  early  part  of  the 
fummer.  It  contains  a  review  and  ftrong  cenfure  of  the  miniller's 
rafh  and  unwife  conduct  before  as  well  as  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  conclufion  of  tiie 
campaign  of  1793  was  thedecifire  moment  when  the  fate  of  Eng- 
lajid^  of  Europe,  and  of  mankind,  might  be  faid  to  depend  on 
the  refolutions  of  the  Britifh  minifter.  It  was  an  awful  crihb;  and 
ivA  peace  been  iVIr.  Pitt's  objeft,  there  never  was  a  time  when 
equitable  terms  might  have  been  offered  and  obtained  with  fuch  a 
Rioral  certainty  of  fuccefs.  After  expoUulating  with  Mr.  Pitt  on 
the  abfurdity  of  his  fiibfeqi.jent  fchemes,  and  on  the  infufficiency  of 
his  conquells,  he  advifes  him  to  fay  adde  the  miferable  forms  in 
\vhich  he  has  been  hitherto  entrenched,  to  call  the  new  parliament 
totJ^ether  without  delav,  to  fpeak  to  them  in  the  lanouaoe  which  be- 
fits  the  lime  and  the  magnitude  of  the  emergency,  to  conceal  from 
them  nothing  which  it  imports  them  to  know,  and,  in  fliort,  to 
abandon  his  whole  fyftem.  He  adds,  however,  that  he  is  far  from 
flattering  himfelf  that  the  minifter  is  capable  of  approving  or  fol^ 
lowing  advice  fo  enlarged  and  falutary. 

Speaking  of  Mr.  Pitt  as  a  minifter,  he  obferves,  that  the  Godol- 
phins,  the  Walpoles,  and  the  Pelhams,  were  clofely  and  integrally 
united  with  the  prince  whom  they  ferved,  and  the  people  whom 
they  governed.  Thty  had  a  grer.t  hereditary  ftake  in  the  country. 
They  felt  the  warmeft  and  deareft  intereft  in  its  prefervation,  its 
felicity  and  its  profperity, — Mr.  Pitt  being  deftitute  alike  of  pa- 
trimony and  of  defcejid.mts,  his  cares  are  neceftarily  limited  to  the 
prefervation   of  his  office,  tind  the  fupport  of  his  perfonal  glory  ; 
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nor,  if  unfortunate,  can  he  defire  any  other  grave  than  the  ruins  of 
the  monarchy,  under  which  he  feems  deterrnined  to  bury  himfelf. 
Incapable  of  defcending  into  a  private  flation,  after  having  fo  long 
occupied  the  highell  place;  unfofteiied  by  the  daily  intercourfe  of 
tender  and  dnmeUic  offices ;  infulated  in  the  niiuft  of  fociety,  iie  is 
too  intra«ftable  to  profit  by  experience,  and  too  haughty  to  Hften  to 
admonition. — The  whole  of  this  letter  is  indeed  a  nipfl:  fevere,  yet, 
•vve  fear,  ufelefs  philippic  ;  and  the  author's  expedations  are  not 
much  hiorher  than  our  own. 

NOVELS 


v-?« 


The  HiJIory  of  Ned  Evans.      \  T^ols.      Jimo.      14  c.   BoarJs.      Ro- 

binfons.      1796. 

The  charafter  and  adventures  of  Ned  Evans  bear  occafionally 
loo  clofe  a  refemblance  to  Fielding's  inimitable  Ton]  Jones ;  and 
Molly  Price  is  a  faint  copy  from  Moil  Seagrim.  Thefe  volumes, 
liowever,  are  valuable  for  the  fentiments  of  piety  which  they  con- 
tain ;  the  defcriptions  and  incidents  fometimes  j'ife  above  mediocrity, 
and  no-vvhere  offend  againft  delicacy  or  good  morals.  Many  read- 
ers may  be  entertained  and  improved,  and  ncne  will  be  injured 
by   the  work. 

IVcodJand  Cottage^  a  "Novel.     2  T^ols.      I'Xmo.      ']s.   Seined.  Hook- 
ham  «w^  Carpenter.      1796. 

The  refpe£hib!e  lift  of  fubfcribers,  whofe  names  are  affixed  to 
thefe  volumes,  will,  we  hope,  make  th-em  anfwer  the  laudable 
purpofe  for  which  the  writer  has  taken  up  her  pen.  More  reditude 
of  principle,  than  powers  of  imagination,  is  difplayed  in  her  pro- 
duction;  but  if  it  is  not  entitled  to  high  praife,  neither  is  it  <^tiftx\~ 
ing  of  cenfure  ;  young  perfons  may  find  from  the  perufai  of  it 
amufement  and  benefit.  We  would  juft  hint,  that  the  difcovery 
of  foundlings  to  be  of  noble  birth  is' become  too  trite  and  hack-- 
nied  a  novel  incident  :  and  the  introduction  of  an  infipid  ftory, 
wholly  unconnefted  with,  and  independent  of,  the  principal  narra- 
tive, merely  to  fwell  the  volumes,  would  be  unpardonable  at  the 
bar  of  criticilm,  and  requires  for  its  apology  the  niotives  which  in- 
duced ftiis  lady  to  become  an  author. 

The  Comforts  cf  Arabella,  the  Daughter  of  Amanda.      i2mo.     is.. 

Johnfon.  1796, 
Amanda,  having  been  feduced  from  the  path  of  honour,  retires 
into  the  countiy  on  a  fmall  income,  becomes  an  exemplary  pattern 
of  piety  and  virtue,  and  employs  her  tim,e  in  infufingthe  beft  pre- 
cepts into  the  mind  of  her  daughter  Arabella  ;  Amanda  dies,  and 
Arabella  gives  an  interefung  account  of  the  education  (lie  received 
from  her  mother.  The  book  is  written  in  a  f)Ieafing  ftyle,  and 
calculated  to  promote  a  reliance  on  the  protcftion  of  the  deity,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  dlflJpate  the  terrors  of  idle  fucerfcition. 

A  a  3  '  Matilda 
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JMatilJa  nnd  Ellzeihfth  :  a  Novel.  By  the  Authors  of  llonoria  So- 
7i!erv!l/t;  Rnivsf'oy<l  Park,  the  Benevolent  Qinxotc,  GjV.  CiJ'f. 
4  P'ols.    ■  iznio.      izj.    Seiced.      Law.      1796. 

There  is  nothino;  in  this  novel  to  diftino-uifli  it  from  the  oene- 
rnlity  of  publications  of  a  fimilar  nature.  It  is  written  in  letters, 
nnd  a  variety  of perj'oncigts,  rather  than  char^^ers,are  introduced— 
the  ladies  paragons  of  beauty  and  delicacy — the  lovers,  of  genero- 
fity  and  fidelity.  The  obflacles  which  oppofe  their  wiflies  are,  ajs 
is  nfiial  and  eafily  effected  in  works  of  fiftion,  in  due  time  remov- 
ed, ferving  but  to  contralr  and  give  a  higher  zefl  to  their  felicity, 
AVe  are  informed  — 

•  That  teniporal  evils,  if  we  bear  them  with  fortitude  and  refig- 
natlon,  and  do  not  endeavour  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  them  by 
improper  means,  are   generally   produiftive  of  good,  even   in   this 
life  — 
a  falfe  and  a  feeble  morality  !    It  is  added — 

'  A  few  years  hence,,  whether  the  road  of  life  has  been  flrewed 
with  flowers,  or  covered  with  thorns,  will  be  very  inunaterjal,  pro- 
vided we  have  not  loitered  too  long  in  gathering  the  former,  nor 
fufFered  ourfelves  to  be  impeded  by  the  latter.' 

Surely  this  is  a  confolation  equally  tiite  and  poor.  Few  novel- 
jfls  'know  how  to  paint  the  paflioiis,  or  to  delineate  manners  :  Their 
portraits  are  tame  and  fpiritlefs.  fafhioned  after  one  infipid  model  of 
ideal  perfeftion.  To  thofe  who  feek  only  to  beguile  the  pafling 
"hour,  wlio  read  for  amufement,  and  do  not  difcriminate  too  nicely, 
-the  prefent  production  may  a iFord  a  perfectly  innocent  entertain- 
ment :  if  it  does  not  give  them  any  further  infight  into  the  affeftions 
of  tlie  human  heart,  and  the  motives  of  adlion,  it  will  neither  cor- 
rupt their  imaginations  nor  vitiate  their  tafte. 

The  Genius  :  or.,  the  Myfierious  Adventures  of  Don  Carlos  de  Gian- 
de%.  By  the  Marquis  Von  GroJ/e.  T'ranflated from  the  German^ 
by  J'febh  Trapp,  Travflator  of  Stoever^s  Life  of  Linnatis,  Pic- 
ture of  Italy,  iifc.  i^c.  2  P'ols..  i7.mo.  6/.  Saved.  Allen 
and  Weft.      1 796. 

In  imitation  of  feme  of  his  more  fuccefsful  countryman,  who 
have  harrowed  up  our  imaginations  with  tales  of  magic  and  myfle- 
rious  horror,  the  prefent  writer  has  introduced  a  fufhcient  number 
of  ghoftly  ftories  and  mjarv-ellous  adventures — in  the  recital  of 
which,  he  has  not  more  grofs-ly  violated  the  laws  of  nature  and 
probability,  than  thofe  of  compofition.  The  principal  part  of  the 
llory  conlifts  in  a  wretched  imitation  of  the  account  of  the  fecret 
tribunal,  in  the  popular  novel  of  Herman  of  Unna.  Events 
equally  ridiculous,  unconne6ted,  and  uninterefting,  are  jumbled 
together,  without  method  or  meaning,  refembling  the  wild  ravings 
of  a  maniac.  The  whole  produftion  feems  an  abortive  concep- 
tion, miferably  ejfecuted,  and  as  ill  tranflated. 

The 
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The  Adventures  of  a  Phi^  fuppofed  to  he  related  by  Himfclf^  Hcr- 
felf\  or  It/elf.  limo.  y.  Sezved.  Lee.  1 796. 
We  hope  the  writer  of  thefe  Adventures  is  in  earneft,  in  the  laft 
paragraph  of  his  Preface.  The  bell  fate  which  we  can  wifh  to 
his  performance,  and  the  fate  which  mod  probably  awaits  it,  is  (in 
his  own  language)   '  a  gentle  dip  in  the  waters  of  oblivion.' 

HUSBANDRY. 

Large  Farms,  recommended  in  a  national  V'lcvo.  A  Rtply  to  Mr, 
IVright's  Addrefs  to  the  Public  on  the  Monopoly  of  Small  Farms. 
Sw.     IJ-.      Scatcherd.     1 796. 

This  pamphlet  is  a  dogmatical  and  illiberal  attack  on  Mr* 
Wright's  benevolent  plan  to  increafe  the  number  of  fmall  farms  *• 
The  fubject  is  of  c^reat  public  concern;  and,  exclufively  of  the 
hauteur  and  perfonallty  with  which  the  prcfent  write:'  h^s  treated  it, 
many  of  his  remarks  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to  attention.  That 
large  farms  are  the  better  calculated  to  promote  improvements  in 
agriculture,  cannot  be  denied  ;  it  is,  however,  of  \X\\\  more  fcrious 
importance  that  the  markets  fliould  be  properly  fupplied,  and  thnl: 
the  quantity  and  price  of  a  necefiliry  article  of  fiiblillence  fliould 
not  condnue  to  depend  on  the  avarice  or  caprice  of  opulent  farm- 
ers. This  is  an  evil  that  loudly  demands  a  remedy  ;  and  we 
think  that  fome  regulation  in  the  way  of  excife  would  be  pecu- 
liarly efficacious. 

Hints  for  p)  emoting  a  Bee  Society.      S^'O.      6d,   Darton  rtj^i/ Harvev. 

1796. 

Whether  focieties  be  the  beft  modes  of  promoting  objects  of 
public  economy,  is  probably  a  queftion  which  will  admit  of  fome 
doubt.  Tiitj  writer  of  thefe  Hints,  whom  we  underftand  to  be  Dr. 
Lettfom,  may  poffibly  be  able  to  determine  the  point,  having 
dealt  pretty  largely  in  matters  of  this  kind,  l^eavlng  it  therefore 
to  his  decifion,   we  fliall  proceed  to  the  pamphlet. 

We  think  with  him  that  many  objects  of  profit  and  national 
advanta2:e  have  been  ftrantrelv  overlooked  and  nepleftcd,  while 
the  fpirit  of  colonifing  and  cultivating  dilhuit  pofietlions  has  ra- 
pidly, though  prejudicially,  increafed.  This,  however,  has  little 
to  do  u'ith  the  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  tract. 

That  the  humble  induftry  of  the  ufeful  bee  has  not  been  fuffi- 
ciently  encouraged,  we  have  no  hefitation  in  allowing  ;  but  we 
cinnot  think  that  the  utility  of  its  labours  will  be  mofl:  iuccefsfully 
prornoted  by  the  inftitution  of  a  fociety,  and  the  oifering  of  pre- 
miums. 

If,  hort'ever,  the  doftor's  projeft  be  carried  into  execution,  we 
may,  without  much  doubt,  ex])eft  luminous  orations  and  profound 
difquifitions  concerning  the  nature  of  honey,  the  proper  food  of 

•  Sec  Cril.  Rev.  Vol.  XVI.  p.  353. 
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the  bee,  the  molt  convenient  mode  of  taking  tl'.e  honey,  and  the 
bcft  manner  of  conftrudting  the  hive,  &c. 

In  the  fpace  of  twenty  miles  round  the  metropolis,  the  do6lor 
fuppofes  that  50,000  bee-hives  might  bemaintaineJ,  which,  upon 
an  averao'e,  would  produce  as  many  guineas  annually  in  honey  and 
wix,  articles  of  great  ufe  in  every  family. 

He  has  fuhjoined  a  plate  reprefenting  a  bee-hive,  of  a  pyra- 
midal form,  conftruded  with  fmall  glafTes  or  cupolas,  which  can 
eafily  be  removed  without  diflurbing  the  indufhious  inhabitants. 
Four  hundred  of  thefe  glalfes  are  fufficient  for  a  whole  cdlony  of 
btes. 

FAST     S  E  Pv  M  O  N  S. 

Ohfirvat'ioni   on   the  general  Faft  cf  tic    Year  1 796.      By  the  Rev. 
P?"iIUam  Jguiter^  M.  j4.      izmo.     id.     Rivingtons.      '796. 

We  have  heard  of  a  perfon  converting  the  Whole  T^uty  of  Man 
into  a  general  fatire  on  a  neighbourhood  :  a,  faft  d^y  /eems  to  afFc^rd 
a  good  ojjpo|-tunity  of-abiifing  our'enemles  <\\  h^nie  aiii-l  abroad. 
All  the  iniquities,  of  the  French  are  colleifted  together  en  majje:  the 
mifcreants,  as  they  are  called,^  at  home  are  not  Ipared  ;  fome  reflec-. 
tions  are  interfperfed  on  our  own  failings,  and  a  few  parts  of  fcrip- 
ture  are  brought  together  to  complete  the  mixture.  Biit  if  the  in- 
tention of  a  fail  were  to  Injprefs  on  a  nation  a  due  fenfe  of  its  riia-, 
nifold  (ins,  and  to  fugsieft  the  proper  means  of  corrcfting  thcni,  we 
Ihouid  cxpeft  very  dilferent  obfervations  :  we  fhould  expect,  to 
make  ufe  of  an  old  fable,  that  a  preacher  would  excite  his  hearers 
to  look  on  their  own  and  their  neighbour's  failings  with  exaflly  the 
oppolite  giaiTes  to  thofe  ufed  in  this  publication. 

A  Sermon  ^'reached  before  the  Lords  Spiritual  a'n^  Temporal,  in  the 
Abbry  Chuy-ch,  I'J^djlminJler^  on  Wednrfdny,  March  9,  1 796 ; 
being  the  Day  appnlnied  by  his  Majejly's  Prodaniationfor  a  gene- 
r,il  Fuji.  By  Py^tlliam  Lord  BiJIiop  of  Exeter.  \to.  is.  Payne. 
1796. 

•  ;.::A  ftrange  mixture  of  politics  and  religion  :  on  the  one  hand 
.C-krllH;iaity  is  vindicated  againft  thofe  who  alleit  that  it  is  inimical 
til  tivil  liberty,  and  the  proofs  are  taken  from  the  words  of  fcrip- 
ture,  and  the  conduiT'  and  apolog'es  of  the  early  Chriftians  ;  on  the 
.other  hand  infinuations  are  thrown  out  againft  the  French  and 
many  of  our  owncovmi-rymen  in  fuel*  a  manner  as  ciiriilianify 
certainly  dacs  nor  jnjFify.      The  preacher  tells  us — 

*  We   are  encouraged  to  meet  the  paradox  which  the  wild  vio- 
K'nce  of  republican  frenzy  hath  brought  into  difcviflion,  by  denoiin- 
'cing  and  aboiiHiing  the  Chriftiari  religion,  as  the  Avorn  foe  of  po- 
litical hberty.'      r.  8, 

Itis  aot-the  wild  violence  cf  republican  frenzy,  which  has  brought 

this 
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this  accufation  ;  for  the  acculation  has  been  common  In  all  age?, 
and  under  ali  forms  of  government :  and  the  wild  violence  of  re- 
publican frenzy  has  been,  in  general,  guilty,  and  was  particularly 
To  in  our  own  country  in  the  lafl'century,  of  carrying  the  bounds 
of  civil  liberty  under  the  fuppofed  diredion  of  chrillianity,  to  a 
greater  extent  than  was  compatible  with  the  welfare  of  fociety. 

His  lordftiip  vindicates  the  liberty  and  equality  of  man  under  the 
Chriftian  difpenfation  ;  he  properly  dwells  upon  it  from  the  addrcfs 
we  are  taught  to  make  to  God,  under  the  title  of  '  our  father,'  and 
he  reprobates  the  '  wicked  politicians  who  are  always  on  the  watch 
to  take  advantage  of  the  low  eftate  of  one  part  of  mankind  to  de- 
prefs  the  other.'  But  highly  as  Vv'e  approve  of  thefe  fentiments, 
juflice  compels  us  to  obferve,  that  his  lordfhip  does  not  feem  tQ 
carry   his  principles   to   their  full  extent. 

*  Whenever,'  fays  he,  '  either  unprincipled  politicians,  or  mif- 
taken  zealots,  have  thought  it  for  their  plirpofe  to  throw  any  obfta- 
cles  in  the  way  of  religious  liberty,  the  great  expedient  on  which 
the  former  moft  depended  for  the  fuccefs  of  their  defign,  has  been 
to  prevent  the  facred  oracles  being  read,  by  difcredit  and  ridicule, 
and  the  latter  by  prohibiting  the  fludy  of  them,  as  the  irreconcile- 
abie  enemy  of  all  ufurped  dominion  over  the  confciences  of  men/ 
F.  14. 

Has  his  lordfhip  not  read  the  chief  methods  ufed  by  the  Roman 
emperors  during  the  ten  firft  famous  perfecutions  ?  Has  he  never 
feea  the  ftatutes  made  againii:  various  fefts  of  Chriflians  in  our  own 
country,  many  of  which  to  this  day  are  unrepealed  ?  Or,  with  the 
Teft  A3,  before  his  eyes,  is  the  following  language  proper  ? 

*  Suffice  it  therefore  to  fay,  that  in  the  one  moral  maxim  of  do- 
ing unto  all  men  as  we  would  they  fhould  do  unto  us,  we  have  4 
code  of  liberty  and  toleration,  which  tyranny  will  never  be  able  to 
annul,  nor  the  craft  of  enemies  to  explain  away.'     p.  12. 

On  the  infinuations  againfl  the  French  and  the  reformers  at 
home,  we  forbear  to  dwell,  fince  it  is  better  to  let  them  refl:  in 
oblivion,  than  to  inflame  the  paflions  againft  thofe  abroad,  to  whom 
the  throne  holds  out  the  olive  branch  of  reconciliation,  or  againfl 
our  countrymen,  who,  if  in  error,  deferve  to  be  treated  with  a 
greater  degree  of  chrifl;iau  forbearance.  From  the  pulpit  we  wifli 
>  to  hear  of  nothing  but  the  confirmation  of  the  glad  tidings,  'peace 
aitd  good  will  towards  men,' 

A  Sermon^  fr cached  at    Whiiby  on  the  Fajl  Day^  March  9,    1796. 
BylJisRtv.T.  Watfon.   8ro.    \s.   IVIurray  fl«J  Highley.    1796. 

The  queftion   on  the  juftice  and  necefTity  of  the   prefent  war 

gives  occafion  to  the  preacher  to  obferve,  that  '  the  pulpit  of  all 

others   is  the  mofl  improper  place  for  fuch  difcuffions,  whether  it 

be  to  vindicate  or  to  cenfure.'     He  confiders  war  *  as  one  of  the 

7  -fore 
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(ore  jnt^gmenfs  of  God,  fpringing  from  our  lufts,  and  as  a  piinlfli- 
nient  for  our  fins,'  In  this  point  of  view  it  may  juftly  excite  fonie 
rcToions  inipreffions  on  a  ft.rioiis  mind :  but  why  fliould  thev  be 
jutcrnipted  by  digrellions  on  the  fratcrniration  plan  of  the  French, 
their  irrcligion,  their  alteration  of  the  calendar,  which  the  preacher 
evidently  docs  not  comprehend,  and  by  farcafnis  on  the  new  phi- 
lofophy  ?  \Vc  fhall  not  ceafe  to  rcjieat,  that  a  fafl  fermon,  on  the 
grounds  that  war  is  a  fore  judgment  from  God,  and  that  the  nation 
engaged  in  it  is  called  by  it  to  repentance  and  re/tirmation,  cannot 
.  but  edify  the  hearers  ;  but  that  when  the  fins  of  the  enemy  are 
painted  in  the  moft  glowing  colours,  there  is  danger  that,  inflcad 
of  felf-examination  and  repentance,  the  fermon  will  produce  fenti- 
nient.s  of  pride  and  felf-fatisfaftion,  of  animofity  and  contempt  to- 
wards the  fmners,  inftead  of  deteftation  of  their  crimes.  The  fer- 
mon before  us  mi\:;ht,  with  very  little  alteration,  be  fuited  to  the 
confecratjon  .ofi  a  VVhitby  privateer,  on  its  firlt  cruife  againft  tlx; 
republicans  of  France, 

jj  Sermon^  freacl.e^ .at  TFlckJmmy  in  the  County  of  Sonlha-mpton^  on  \ 
Wednrfday^  March  9,  i  796,   being  the  Day  appoint fd  by  his  Ma- 
icjlyls  Proclamation  for  a  general  Fajl.      By    JoJ'eph    Pichcrivg^ 
M.'ji,  &c,     4/3.      is.     Gardner.'     1796, 

Some  very  cood  remarks  on  juftice  and  humilitv,  which  mi"hti 
naturally  excite  fome  of  the  parifliioners  of   Wickham  to  defirc  tc 
"read  that  in  their  clofets,  which  they  heard  in  ch\irch  with  edifica- 
'tion.     To  the  parifnioners  in  general  the  fermon  is  dedicated  ;  anc 
thovigh  they  will  be  mofl  interefted  in  the  perufal,  yet  we  recom-" 
mend  to  them  to  lend  it  to  their  neighbours. 

'A  ScYjnon  preached  before  the  Honour  able  Moufe  of  Commons,  at  tl.<^ 
Church  of  St.  jSIargarct,  If'efminjler,  on  JVcdneJday^  March  q, 
1796,  being  he  Day  appointed  by  his  Majeffs  >oyal  Proclama- 
tiony  to  be  ohferved  as  a  Day  of  folemn  Fafting  and  Huiniliation. 
By  Robert  Holmes^  D.  D.   &c.     /\.to.      is.     Payne.      1 796. 

The  parable  of  the  unfruitful  tree  is  cvplalned  rather  drily,  and  the 
preacher  falls  into  the  common  miflake  of  accuracy  in  difplaying 
his  neighbours'  faults,  inftead  of  probing  witli^thc  utmoft  folicittidc 
the  vices  and  fins  of  his  own  countryrnen.  Thus  he  fpeaks  of  the 
legifiature  of  a  neighbouring;;  nation — 

*  We  have  fetn  the  fpirit  of  the  atheift  and  the  libertine  hold  the 
leeiflative  authority  of  a  chriftian  nation  near  us.  We  have  iten 
"it  gain  on  the  finiple  by  infiituating  their  (implicity  ;  on  the  vehe- 
ment by  impelling  their  vehemence  :  on  the  malignant  by  exafpe- 
rating  their  malignity  ;  and  thus,  by  adjuftiiig  the  fnare  to  the  ruling  I 
pafiion  of  every  man,  enfure  its  own  ufe  of  them  all.  We  have 
feen  it  ftifle  the  charities  of  hiunanitv  ;  cancel  the  reftraints  of  vir- 
tne ;  difcard  the  fanctions  of  the  gofpcl  ;  and,  cither  by  treacll^- 
rotjs  agency  cr  open  war,  pufli   its  principles  againjll:  the  altar  and! 
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the  throne  of  other  chriftian  countries.  We  have  feen  it  hold  out 
to  ambition  and  tyranny,  to  malice  and  rapine,  their  feveral  expe- 
dients of  legalized  crime  ;  and  under  the  fliock  of  foftions,  all  rifing 
and  raging  and  falling  in  blood,  aggravate  on  every  change  the  mi" 
feries  of  the  publick.'     p.  28. 

Religion   effential  to  the  Being  and  Happincfs  of  Society :    a   Sermon 
for    the   Fafi    Day^     Marek    9,     1796.       By   Alexander   Heivat^ 
D.  D.     Sro.      ij-.     Cadell  <7K<'/Davies.      1796. 
Dr.  Hevvat  tells  his  hearers  that  he  has  lived  in  ticklifii  times — 

'  I  have  known  both  what  it  is  to  live  under  the  government  of 
law,  and  in  a  rtate  of  wild  anarchy,  where  legal  authority  was  fuf- 
pended,  and  the  popular  voice  reigned  without  controul ;  and  can- 
not help  deprecating  the  return  of  fuch  ticklilh  times.'     p.  21. 

Hence  he  pronounces,  ex  cathedrd^  his  e)chortations — 

'  In  the  days  of  peril,  it  behoves  every  lover  of  humanity  and 
juftice,  every  friend  to  perfonal  property  and  national  fecurity,  to 
rally  round  the  ftandnid  of  our  king  and  conflitution,  and  lland 
forth  in  the  public  defence  againft  every  enemy,  foreign  and  do- 
ineltic.  Had  our  foes  obtained  the  object  of  their  wiflies,  and  fiic- 
ceeded  in  their  diabolical  plots  and  confpiracies,  where  would  we 
have  been  this  day  ?'     p.  27. 

It  is  unnecefTary  to  pafs  any  judgment  upon  fuch  language  from 
a  Chriftian  pulpit ;  but  we  might  obferve  that  the  boys  of  Eton 
and  Winchefter  would  tickle  the  dotftor  for  his  language  on  repub- 
lics and  republicans.  They  would  tell  him  that,  if  Catiline  was, 
Cicero  was  alfo,  a  republican:  and'thev  would  recommend  to  him 
the  orations  of  the  latter,  before  he  pretends  to  give  political  in- 
liruftion. 

RELIGIOUS. 
The  Good  Man,  and  Faithfid  Miiiifter^  made  eminently  ufrful.  A 
Funeral  Sermon y  pleached  at  Stepney  Meeting,  jfiine  19,  1796, 
fccafoned  by  the  Death  of  the  Rev.  Sa;nuid  Bre^ver^  B.  D.  fifty 
years  Paflor  of  the  Independent  Church  in  that  Place,  ivho  de- 
parted this  Life,  June  1 1,  1796.  logetJier  luitli  the  Oration  de- 
livered at  the  Interment,  By  George  Ford.  Si^o.  is.  Mat* 
thews.      1 796. 

From  KRs  xi.  24,  Mr.  Ford  inftitutes  a  comparifon  between 
the  piety  and  public  fervices  of  Mr.  Brewer  and  of  Barnabas;  and 
the  juftice  of  the  application,  we  doubt  not,  was  acknowledged  by 
his  hearers.  The  fermon  is  of  what  is  called  the  evancfelical  caft, 
und  in  many  places  is  affefting.  It  was  not  indeed  diflicult  to 
touch  the  feelings  by  recapitulating  the  ufeful  labours  of  fo  long  a 
period  as  fifty  years,  and  the  happy  conclufion  of  them  by  a  tranr 
quil  and  pious  end.  A  iew  particulars  of  his  life  are  given  ;  and 
this  tribute  to  his  memory  will  no  doubt  be  highly  acceptable  to 
his  numerous  flock, 
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The  Privet I'hs  find  Duties  of  Chrijiianity  inculcated  and  enforced  i 
a  Sermon,  preached  at  Sunbxiry^  Middle/ex,  on  Wednefday,  May 
25///,  1796,  being  the  Anniveyfary  Meeting  of  tivo  Friendly  So- 
cieties f>/  Poor  Trade/men  and  Day-Labourers  in  that  Parijk,  in- 
fiitutedfr  their  Mutual  Support  in  Cafes  of  Sicknefs^  Accident^ 
er  Old  Age.  By  James  Cowcy  M.  A.  Ficar.  \to.  is.  Rob- 
fon.      1796. 

In  this  difcouiTe,  Mr.  Cowe  confirfers  what  ought  to  be  the  rule 
of  his  hearers'  eonduft  towards  mankind  in  general,  what  particu- 
lar dirties  the  gofpel  requires  of  men  who  hve  in  the  fame  city  or 
neighbourhood,  how  they  ought  to  behave  towards  thofe  who  differ 
fron:  'hem  in  religious  opinions,  and  how  they  ought  to  conduft 
thenntlves  in  their  relpedive  families,  and  as  members  of  the  fame 
fociety.  On  thefe  'points,  our  author's  opinions  are  unexception- 
able. He  connects  charity  and  candour  clofely  with  chriftianity, 
snd  inculcates  fuch  precepts  as  are  excellently  adapted  to  the  melio- 
ration of  fociety  in  general,  and  particularly  calculated  to  improve 
That  kind  of  fociety  for  whofe  ufe  the  fermon  was  publiftied. 

Injlru^ion  to  the  Children   of  Sunday  Schools   and  other  charitable. 

Seminaries  of  Learning  ;  defgned  for  the  Promotion  of  their  IKel- 

fere  in  this  Life^  and  of  their  Hnppinefs  in  that  ivhich  is  to  come. 

By  Abraham  Crocker,    -^vo.     ^d.     Wills.      1796. 

With  fome  good  precepts,  are  mixed   many  theological  notions 

far  above  the   comprehenfion  of  children.     The  author  has  not 

fuSciently  confidered  the  apoftle's  mode  of  giving  milk  to  thofe 

who  are  not  capable  of  ftronger  food  :  he  may  very  eafily  difcover 

J]is  error  by  a/king  a  child  a  few  queftions  on  the  fubjeft  of  alnioft 

any  chapter  in  his  bnok  ;  and  from  the  anfwers,   he   will  perceive 

that  the  fcholar  did  not  underftand  the  greater  part  of  wli^t  he  had 

iE)€cn  reading. 

P    O    E    T     I    C    A    ^L. 

A  Sketch  from  the  Landfcape,  a  DidaBic  Perm.  Addreffed  to  R, 
P.  Knighty  Efq.  luith  Notes,  Illujirations^  and  a  Pojifcript,  \to. 
zs,  td.     Faulder. 

The  art  of  gardening,  we  thought,  had  been  one  of  thofe  quiet 
«nd  elegant  occupations  which  tend  to  footh  and  harmonife  the 
TT) i nd  j  an  art  which,  interfering  with  no  intereft,  fliocking  no  pre- 
judice, and  awakening  no  paffion,  might  be  reforted  to  as  a  refuge 
from  the  noife  and  contentious  buttle  of  the  world.  But  we  were 
miftakea  : — its  different  fyftems  can  furnifh  matter  for  angry  dif- 
piites  and  keen  farcafni,  nor  are  they  to  be  fpeedily  terminated. 
Tiie  author  of,  the  ^Sketch  has  in  this  little  piece  parodied  Mr. 
Knight's  Lnndfcape*,  not  without  fome  degree  of  humour.  An 
advertifement  is  prefixed,  in  which  he  quotes  from  Mafon's  Gar- 


*  See  Crit.  Rev.  Mew  Arr.  Vol.  XIV,  p.  315. 


den 


Monthly     Catalogve,  349 

S<^m  and  Mr.  Knight's  Lancifcape,  two  parallel  pafiagcs,  not.  he 
lavs,  to  lupport  the  accufacion  of  plsgiarifin,  as  Mr,  Knight  has 
denied  having  ever  read  the  former  poem, — but  to  juftify  tiie  fufpi- 
fion  he  had  expreffed.  The  paflages,  which  are  indeed  remarkably 
near,  are  as  follows— 

*  English  Garden,  Book  ift. 

* Generous  youth 

Whoe'er  thou  art,  that  liileneft  to  my  lay. 

And  feel'ft  thy  foul  affent  to  what  I  fing, 

Happy  art  thou  if  thou  can'fl  call  thy  own 

Such  fcenes  as  thefe  ;  where  Nature  and  where  Time 

Have  work'd  congenial ;  where  a  fcatter'd  holl 

Of  antique  oaks  darken  thy  fidelong  hills ; 

While  rufliing  through  their  branches,  rifted  cliffs 

Dart  their  white  heads,  and  glitter  through  the  gloom. 

More  happy  ftili,  if  one  fuperior  rock 

Eear  on  its  brow  the  fliiver'd  fragment  huge 

Of  fome  old  Norman  fortrefs ;  happier  far, 

Ah,  then  mofl:  happy,  if  thy  vale  below 

Wa{h,  with  the  ciyftal  coolnefs  of  its  rills, 

Some  mouldering  abbey's  ivy-vefted  wall.' 

*  Landscape,  Book  2d. 
*  Blefs'd  Is  the  man  in  whofe  fequefter'd  glade. 
Some  ancient  abbey's  walls  difFufe  their  fliade ; 
With  mouldering  windows  pierced,  and  turrets  crown'd, 
And  pinnacles  with  clinging  ivy  bound. 

*  Blefs'd  too  is  he,  who,  'midft  his  tufted  trees, 
Some  ruin'd  cable's  lofty  towers  fees, 
Imbofom'd  high  upon  the  mountain's  brow. 
Or  nodding  o'er  the  ftream,  that  glides  below.'     p.  ij, 

.  If,  h.owever,  the  author  of  the  Sketch  finds  himfclf  obliged  to 
take  Mr.  Knight's  word  that  he  has  not  read  the  EngliJIi  Garden, 
he  tells  him,  not  without  fome  (how  oi  reafon,  that  he  ought  to 
have  read  it. 

'  It  was  fcarcely  poffible  to  have  conceived  a  profefTor  fitting; 
down  in  his  didtatorial  chair  to  teach  the  world  how  to  create  land' 
fcape,  who  couid  be  fo  perfectly  fatisfied  with  his  own  notions  a$ 
not  to  wifli  to  know  what  had  been  faid  before  on  the  fame  fubjecfi: 
in  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  poems  in  the  Englifh  language.'   p.  ii. 

The  Pofifcript  contains  remarks  on  Mr.  Price's  work,  in  which, 
after  acknowledging  that  '  Mr.  Price  has  as  well  marked  the  limits 
of  the  pifturefque  aiid  the  beautiful,  as  that  debatt^ble  ground  will 
admit  of,'  he  lays,  truly  enough,  that — 

*  The  .higher  ftyle  of  the  piiturefque  is  not  much  in  the  power 
of  the  improver.  For  example,  the  landfcapes  of  Rubens  are 
^mired  \x\  the  Eflay  for  being -full  of  the  piflurefque  accidents  of 

nature : 
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nature  ;  among  thcfe,  the  moft  linking  arej  "  the  cffefls  of  thlirf^ 
der  and  lightnings  torrents  roUiiig  down,  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots, 
and  the'dend  bodies  ot  men  and  animals;"  Mr.  P.  has  given  a 
pleafant  caricature  of  an  improver  working  upon  a  picture  of 
Claude.  A  pidurefque  imitator  of  Rubens,  attempting  to  transfer 
tliefe  accompaniments  from  the  canvas  to  nature,  might  be  fketcli- 
ed  by  way  of  companion,  with  features  no  lefs  ridiculous.  In 
gardening,  I  conceive,  we  miift  only  hope  for  the  piiSturelque  in 
the  wilder  parts  of  the  fcene;  and  here  art  mufl;  tread 

"  With  unfandal'd  foot, 

Printlefs,  as  though  the  place  were  holy  ground.'' 

It  is  the  beautiful,  which  is  more  within  the  reach  of  the  improver. 
This  is  furely  to  be  found  in  the  undulating  play  of  fmooth  ver- 
dure, in  the  contrail  of  different  trees  hajipily  difpofed,  and  in  the 
endlefs  variety  of  foliage  and  flowers  of  humbler  growth.  All  thele 
circumftances  are  charming  in  reality,  though  they  may  not  furnifli 
good  fubjecls  for  the  pencil.  The  fauidious  eye,  which  turns 
from  fuch  a  fcene  with  difguft,  becaufe  there  is  no  temptation  to 
take  out  the  fketch-book,  is,  1  think,  not  much  to  be  envied. 
Hollow  lanes,  "  ruts  and  rubbifli,"  burdock  and  thiftles,  produce 
a  very  pleafing  effect  in  their  proper  places;  an  exuberant  beard  is 
alio  a  mofr  pidurefque  ornament  to  the  human  countenance  ;  but 
lliaven  turf  and  "  prim  gravel  walks,"  like  a  fmooth  chin,  are  fa- 
crinces  to  the  comfortable  (a  principle  not  totally  to  be  forgotten 
in  laying  out  grounds,)  which,  I  apprehend,  cannot  well  be  avoid- 
ed ;  and  even  thefe,  if  jMr.  P.'s  remarks  with  regard  to  avoiding 
monotony  be  attended  to,  are  in  themfelves  by  no  means  deflitute 
of  beauty.*     p.  25.  \ 

For  our  parts,  we  think  there  is  room  for  different  fchools  of 
gardening,  as  well  as  of  painting  or  poetrv,  and  fliould  be  very 
forry  to  lee  an  a^-  of  uniformity  for  the  hue  arts. 

The   Alps,   a   Moral   and   Defcriptive    Poeju   f  ilic    Great    haUa\ 

Tranjlattd  from    the   German^  by   Henry    Barrett.       St-o.        \s. 

Parfons.     J  796. 

The  charafter  of  Haller, 'the  German  poet,  is  well-known  :  the 
defcriptive  poem,  entitled  the  Alps,  poflelfes  diftinguiftied  merit; 
and  thofe  who  can  read  a  tranflation  in  profe  with  fatisfaftion,  (and 
many  we  apprehend  can  do  this)  make  allowances  for  a  writer  who 
tells  us,  that  tliough  a  native  of  this  ifland,  another  lap.guage  is 
vernacular  to  him,  and  forgive  a  few  inaccuracies,  either  of  the 
tranflator  or  printer,  may  receive  conliderable  pleafure  from  this 
petty  brochure.  As  to  lord  Chefterfield's  advice,  Mr.  Barrett  had 
better  have  omitted  it. 

We  extracl  the  following  paffage  as  a  fpecimen  of  this  work — 

'  If  nature  gave  thee  but  a  hard  and  rugged  foil,  yet  thy  plough 
can  furrow  its  f^ony  clods,  and  thv  fowing  vegetates  to  ripencls ;  if 
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her  hand  piled  up  the  Alps  to  fequefter  thee  from  the  world,  Ihc 
knew  man  is  to  himfelf  the  greateft  plague  ;  limpid  water  quenches 
thy  thirli,  milk  (atiates  thy  hunger;  aj^petlte  feafoni  too  the  tafte 
for  acorns  :  though  the  deep  entrails  of  thy  mountains  are  pregnant 
only  with  iron,  Peru  tumified  with  golden  ore,  would  be  happy  to 
be  fo  poor:  where  liberty  is  paramount,  every  toil  becomes  gentler; 
flowers  genial  fhoot  upon  rocks,  and  Boreas  temperates  his  rage. 

'  iMountaineers  happy  by  the  abfence  of  no'ifam  riches;  wealth 
is  not  produtiiive  of  a  blifs  equal  to  your  poverty :  concord  dwells 
amidtt  your  peaceful  fouls  ;  no  flufhing  vanity  ufliers  in  the  apple 
of  difcord  ;  here  pleafure  is  not  mingled  with  the  anguifli  of  fear; 
life  is  blichfome,  but  death  is  not  hideous ;  here  reafon  guided  by 
nature  is  in  queit  of  neceiTaries  and  deems  the  refl.  a  burden;  un- 
taught, unconftrained,  the  precepts  of  Seneca,  and  the  examples 
of  Epictetus  through  their  manners  reign.  g 

'  Here  are  unknown  tlwfe  difiinftions,  devifed  by  a  fubtle  pride, 
,  which  injure  virtue,  to  honor  vice;  no  loitering  dullnefs  complains 
of  the  linoeriny  hours;  with  labour  the  day,  with  repofe  the  night 
rteaTawav;  no  fubiime  oenius  wings  his  thoughts  to  the  delufory 
heights  of  ambition  ;  no  folicitude  for  the  morrow  chills  the  glee 
of  the  prefent  day ;  with  impartial  hand,  in  a  meafure  conftantly 
the  fame,  liberty  difpenfes  to  thefe  inhabitants  contentment,  tatigUe 
and, repofe;  no  difeontented  being  jars  with  fortune:  man  eats, 
aian  fleeps,  man  loves,  and  blcires  his  fate.'      p.  3. 

Miulications  hy  Moonlight,   a    Poem.      St'o.      is.      Juhnfoii.       1796. 

The  author  of  thefe  effufions  obferves  in  his  Advertifement,. 
that  he  has  no  poetical  reputation  to  lofe  ;  and  we  tliink  it  certaia 
that  he  will  acquire  none  by  publifliing  his  IVIeditatior.s  :  the^  never 
rife  to  the  iublime  of  poetry,  and  contain  many  lines  and  fenti- 
ments  palpably  not  original.  There  is,  however,  a  pleaiing^  vein 
of  moral  and  religious  reflection  throughout  the  poem. 

L     A     W. 

Cafes  argued  an  J  ruled  at  Nlji  Prius  hi  the  Courts  of  King's  Bench 
and  Common  Pleas,  f'O'r'  Enjicr  Term  33  Geo.  3,  to  Hilary  Term 
36  Ceo.  3,  inch/Jive,  hy  Ifaac  Efpinajfe,  Efq.  Barrijlcr  at  jLou.. 
Royal  ^vo.      15^.  Boards.     Butterworth.      179^). 

As  the  decifions  at  nifl  prius  are  fubjeft  to  be  over-ruled  and 
denied  as  law,  v/hen  they  come  to  be  difcullird  in  the  courts  above, 
it  cannot  be  expccitd  that  any  book,  profeffedly  confined  to  the 
report  of  thd-ie  decilions,  can  be  received  by  the  ]>rofeirK)n  as  an  ab- 
folute  authority.  This  has  hitherto  prevented  the  publication  of  any 
feparate  notes  relating  to  this  branch  of  the  judicial  buhnefs  of  the 
courts  ;  and  wc  cannot,  after  the  moft  mature  confideration,  (ah 
ihat  the  preftnt  coileftion  of  cafes  is  likely  to  obtain  an  eitabUra- 
nient  in  the  law  library. 

Zvlany  of  the  poiiUi  feem  to  have  been  determined  under  the  pe- 
culiar 
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Culiaf  circumftinces  of  the  refpeftive  cafes  in  which  they  occurrec!, 
dnd  are  confequently  not  reducible  to  any  one  fixed  general  princi- 
ple ;  others  have  been  fince  over-ruled  in  the  courts  above;  and 
feveral  appear  to  have  been  decided  with  great  doubt  and  hefitation, 
Mr.  Efpinade  has,  therefore,  been  rather  injudicious  in  retaining 
thofc  cafes,  as  their  infertion  muft,  in  fome  inftances,  miflead  thofe 
who  are  not  in  tiie  habit  of  attending  the  courts,  and  v/hofe  judg- 
ment can  only  be  forn)ed  by  the  confultation  of  printed  authorities. 
He  is,  however,  not  deficient  in  accuracy  and  precifion,  two  very 
eflential  qualities  in  a  reporter  ;  and  as  it  is  his  intention  to  continue 
the  publication,  we  would  recommend  it  to  him  in  future  to  be 
more  fele6t  :  if  he  is,  the  work  may  become  more  acceptable  to 
the  profelfion. 

The  Curates  AR  examined^  and  its  Advantages  and  Difadvanta- 
ges  fairly  difcujTtd ;  coniaining  Obftrvations  hozv  to  render  its 
Operation  effeflual^  and  to  counter a^  the  Dangers  of  fome  of  its 
Claufes  ;  with  earneji  Addrejfes  to  the  Members  of  the  late  Houfe 
of  Commons^  the  New  Parlia7iient^  and  the  Beneficed  Clergy^  and 
an  humble  Apology  to  the  Right  Reverend  the  Bijhops  and  Metropo- 
litans :  concluding  loith  a  Word  of  Advice  to  the  Curates.  By  a 
Country  Curate,      ^vo.      is.      Allen  and  Weft.      1 796. 

To  men  of  liberal  feeHngs,  the  diftrefles  of  the  inferior  clergy 
have  long  been  a  fubjeit  of  regret:  nor,  till  a  very  recent  period,  has 
the  condition  of  that  refpeclable  but  indigent  clafs  of  the  commu- 
nity experienced  the  efficient  attention  of  the  legiflature.  The  fpi- 
rit  of  the  acl  palled  for  this  purpofe  in  the  laft  parliament  receives 
every  acknowledgment  of  gratitude  from  the  writer  of  the  prefeiit 
pamphlet,  in  the  name  of  himfelf  and  his  brother  curates  ;  he,  how- 
ever, points  out  fome  obflacles  to  its  beneficial  operation,  and  fug- 
gefts  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  removed.  On  a  topic  fo 
very  liable  to  excite  the  animofity  of  ecclefiallical  partifms,  we 
have  the  pleaiure  to  obferve  that  the  remarks  of  the  '  Country  Cu- 
rate' are  throughout  modeft,  fenfible,  and  impartial ;  and  that  they 
may  be  read  to  great  advantage  by  all  the  defcriptions  of  perfons  to 
whom  they  ar£  addfefled.  " 

A  Flan  for  the  Commutation  of  Tytlies^  the  Extenfion  cf  Agriculture^ 
the  Relief  of  the  Farmers^  the  Peafantry^  and  the  Foor^  '.without 
difurbing  the  exifiing  Government,  i^io,   is.   Ridgsyay,    1 794. 

This  performance  is  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  that  has  hi- 
therto come  in  our  way.  It  is  written^vith  no  fmall  portion  of 
vigour,  and  information  on  particular  topics ;  whilft,  in  the  gene- 
ral, we  are  put  off  with  bold  allertions,  where  argument  is  required, 
— and  the  deliriums  of  a  proje£tor,  for  demonftrative  proofs. 

The  univerfai  panacea  held  forth,  is  '  an  a»5t  of  parliament,  de^ 
daring  all  the  wafte  lands  in  the  kingdom  national  property ;  all 
tithes  in  kind  aboUflied ;.  and  erecting  a  nat'onal  board,  to  be  com- 
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pofed  ofcommiffioners  and  other  proper  officers,'. for  remedying  every 
grievance.  Tiie  rules  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  their  condact 
are  not  lefs  arbitrary  than  numerous  :  but  the  refoni-iCr  fubjoins, 
with  great  complacency,  '  that  many  other  meafures  might  be  fug- 
gelicd  to  render  the  regulations  complete  and  etfeftual.'  Of  thofe 
propofed,  however,  we  will  add,  that  if  the  half  were  carried  into 
execution,  the  bafis  of  all  property  would  be  fubverted,  and  the 
order  of  fociety  in  this  kingdom  abolilhed. 

MEDICAL. 

A  preUmirtary  Introduction  to  the  Ail  of  Sea'-Bathitis;  ;  nuhereln  is 
JJiez'jn  its  'Nature^  Poiver^  and  Importance  ;  ivith  fome  necejfary 
'  Hints  for  the  Attention  of  Vifiters^  at  the  Watering  Places^  pre^ 
vipus  to,  and  during  a  Courfe  of  Bathing.  By  John  Anderfon^  ' 
M.  D.  F.  A.  S.  C.  M.  'S.  ^c.  Phyfician  to,  and  a  Dire^or  of^ 
the  General  Sea-Bathing  Infirmary,  at  Margate,  ^ijo.  is. 
Dilly.     1795. 

In  introducing  this  pamphlet  to  the  attention  of  the  profeflion. 
Dr.  Anderfon  takes  care  to  apprife  his  readers  that  it  is  in  compli- 
ance with  the  requefi:  of  fome  highly  diftinguifhed  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty,  that  he  undertakes  to  write  on  the  nature,  power,  influence, 
and  etfeft  of  fea-water  and  fea-bathing,  hot  and  cold  ;  and  that  his 
■lanufcripts  have  been  fubmitted  to  be  read  before  a  learned  7nedical 
fociety  in  London.  Authors  are  too  frequently  feduced  by  the  flat- 
tery of  friend(l;iip,  or  the  approbation  of  learned  focietics,  to  pre- 
ient  their  crude  performances  to  the  attention  of  the  public. 

In  this  publication  there  feems  to  be  little  to  admire,  or  indeed 
that  can  afford  inftruftion  to  the  clafs  of  readers  for  which  it  is  pro- 
fefTedly  written.  Judging  from  the  prefent  fpecimen,  the  doctor 
would  appear  to  be  much  better  acquainted  with  the  writings  of 
poets  than  phyficians.  A  fample  or  two  will  afford  fufficient  proof 
of  the  truth  of  our  affertion,  and  of  the  merit  of  the  doflor's 
production. 

*  Nine  years  ago,  fays  he,  I  happened  to  come  to  IMargate  la 
queft  of  ftrength,  after  a  long  and  fevere  fever;  and  receiving  a 
very  fenfible  benefit  the  firfl  feafon  by  fea-bathing,  and  the  falubri- 
ous  air  of  Thanet,  I  was  thereon  led  to  make  inquiry  into  their 
fpecial  effefts  on  other  vifitors,  and  what  I  aftually  faw,  and  was 
credibly  informed  of  by  fome  of  the  bathing  guides,  I  thought 
important,  and  it  not  being  generally  known,  I  immediately  pub- 
iiflied  it  in  my  Medical  Remarks  on  Evacuations.  Since  that  time, 
I  have  had  frequent  opportunity  of  obferving  more  minutely  their 
effefts  on  others  under  various  ftates,  circumlfances,  and  conditions 
of  body  :  in  fimple  and  complicated,  acute  and  chronic,  Cflfu?.i 
and  inherent  complaints  ;  and  every  year's  experience  gives  mani- 
fold proofs  of  their  very  great  utility  to  health  :  they  reftore  and 
preferve.     There  are  but  few  diftempers  incident  to  human  nature 
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in  which  either  the  cold,  the  warm,  or  vapour  fea-water  bnth,  an^f 
the  air  of  a  fahibrious  I'pot  on  the  margin  of  tiie  main,  fuch  as 
Thanet,  are  not  equal  to  meet  and  prove  more  or  lefs  beneficial  in. 
I  have  feen,  on  a  weil  directed  courle,  difeafes  not  only  palliated, 
but  many  cured  by  them,  after  having  baffled  the  power  of  medi- 
cine in  rational  artifts  hands.  Thefe  baths  are  certainly  moft  ex- 
cellent auxiHaries  to  medicine,  diet,  exercife,  and  amufcment,  as 
thefe  are  to  them,  which  accounts  for  the  great  flux  and  re -flux  of 
company,  from  the  king  to  the  beggar,  to,  and  Irom  the  lea-wa- 
tering places,  during  the  temperate  feafons  ; 

"  Where  baths  give  vigour  and  the  waters  health." 

*  Or,  as  a  late  ingenious  IVIargate  vilitant  to  mount  Parnaffus 
defcribes  it ; 

*'  Ths  briny  wave  doth  thoufands  fave^ 

Alike  from  grave  and  crutches  ; 
.Makes  aged  young,  the  feeble  ftrong. 

Or  beggar,  duke,  or  duchefs."     Coleman.'         p.  15. 

Of  the  properties  of  the  fea  water  we  have  the  following  very 
luminous  account — , 

*  Sea-water  is  not  a  mere  funple  homogeneous  elemental  fluid 
fmplex  Jimpliciter^  but  nature's  richly  faturated  compound.  It 
contains,  fay  chemical  philofophers,  a  muriatic  bitter  purging 
lalt,  calcarious  earth,  and  fulphureous  bitumen  :  and  Boyle,  and 
other  naturalifts  agree  in  there  being  a  fubtle  aetherial  fpirit  in  wa- 
ter, which  fome  call  fixed  air,  fome  phlogifton  or  inflammable  air, 
befides  a  pure  air,  which  airs  become  claftic,  as  feen  by  the  Ipark- 
ling  air  bubbles, 

*  The  proportion  of  the  principles  of  fea-water  vary  in  fome 
diftant  feas,  and  in  deep  and  in  fliallow  v/ater :  fome  fay  the  fea  is 
niore  fait  in  fummer  than  in  winter,  warmer  in  a  tempefc  than  in  a 
calm.  There  is  in  fea-water,  befides  its  original  native  principle?, 
the  impregnation  of  fubmarine  plants,  fuch  as  the  quercus  marinus, 
or  fea-wreck,  and  other  plants;  the  flime,  fperm,  and  excremen- 
titious  parts  of  fillies  ;  their,  and  other  dead  bodies,  rain,  dew, 
hail,  fnow,  fprings,  and  the  difemboguing  of  rivers  and  ponds  ; 
together  with  foflils,  minerals,  and  the  refufe  of  fliips,  &c.  the 
combination  of  all  which  heterogeneous  particles  render  fea- 
water,  on  ftagnation  and  being  clofe  kept,  quickly  corruptible. 
After  a  long  calm  at  fea  the  ftench  is  very  offenfive,  and  that 
which  iflTies  forth  on  opening  a  cafli  of  fea-water,  that  has  been 
kept  for  fome  time  in  the  hold  of  a  fliip,  is  intolerable,  nay  deadly. 
If  it  were  not  for  the  tides  there  would  be  no  livino  near  the  fea  in 
a  calm.  As  the  srial  fpirit  in  waters  is  extremely  fugitive,  they 
are  all  better  drank  on  the  fpot  than  at  a  diftance,  and  the  more 
they  are  crowded  with  their  principles  they  fpoilthe  fooner.'  P.  16, 

After  this  the  ddiflof  fays — 

«  And 
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*  And  my  not  meeting  with  a  fcrip  on  the  fubjeft  in  any  of  the 
libraries  that  afforded  me  the  leaft  fsti^faftion,  I  had  to  perfev^rein 
wading  through  thick  fhades  of  darknefs  till  I  came  into  fair  light, 
when  I  clearly  faw  the  impropriety  of  their  receiving  all  that  came 
without  exception,  as  if  fea-bathing  was  an  univerfal  fovereign 
fpecific  remedy  for  all  complaints,  whatever  were  their  nature  or 
caufe?  was  proper  at  all  times,  and  fuited-to  all  conftitutions,  tem- 
peraments, flates,  and  conditions  ■  of  body,  modes  of  living ;  and 
that  by  one  mode  of  bathing  only,  and  of  pi.ifl;iing  the  bath  indif- 
criminatelv  beyond  what  nati:re  .can  bear.  Can  there  be  any  error 
theoretical  or  pi-aflical,  more  abfurd  or  unphilofophical  ?  Art  is 
fubfervient  to  natare  ;  to  relieve,  polilh,  and  improve  nature.  If 
nature  and  art  do  not  go  hand  in  hand,  and  mutually  accord,  no- 
thing will  be  perfected  or  eftablifhed  ia  any  art  or  fciencc.  Na- 
ture will  be  le<l,  but  not  driven.'     p.  19. 

Surely  it  neither  required  xrwxoh.  loading^  nor  much  knowledge  of 
any  kind,  to  find  out  that  fea-batljing  is  not  proper  for  every  con«- 
fiitution,  or  in  every  complaint^ 

^n  EJfay  on  Indigejiion  and  its  CoK/e^uences.)  or  Advice  to   Perfgns 
aff'eded  luitk    Debility  of  the  Digeflive  Organs^   Nervous  Difor- 
ders^   Gout^   Dropjy'f  £s7t-.  inhtirein  Rules  are  pointed  out  ref peeing 
Diet^  Rfgimetiy  and   ^ir ;    illufirated  'witJi    Ca/es,  to  prove   the 
Effe^s    of  a   neio   Medieine^  recommended  for  the   Cure  ■thereof, 
eJiabVijhed  upon  Sixteen   Years  extenfve  Practice.      Alfo^   Remarks 
on  Sea  or  Cold  Bathings  necej/ary  to  be  known  by  every  Valetudi- 
narian and  Convalefcent ;  dijiinguifiing    the  particular    States  of 
the  Conjiiiiition^  in  vjhich  the  Uje  of  Bathing  ivill  be  found  falu- 
tary  or  pernicious.      Likeivife  explaining  the    Reafon  why  i7fpirinv 
the  Sea  Air  contributes  more  to  the  Recovery  of  Health  than  that 
of  Cities    and  Inland   Places,     By    R.    Squirrel^    M.  D.     2vo. 
y.  6d.    Boards.     Sold  by  the  Author.      1795. 
Dr.  Squirrel,  in  this  publication,  fteps  forward  to  emulate  the 
Matthewfes,  the  Solomons,  and  Brodums  of  the  day  ;  and  chufes 
rather  to  advertife  his  '  tonic  powders '  in  an  0(5tavo  book,  than,  after 
the  ialhion  of  his  rivals,  in   the  columns  of  a  newfpaper.     Some 
of  the  learned   docftor's  inltrudlions   terrify   us  not  a  little  ;  for  in 
pointing  out  thofe  cafes  in  which  *  cold  bathing  may  be  ufed  with 
advantage^  we   find  the  following  lill :'  '  indigeftion — gout— fever 
—jaundice — dropfy — haemorrhages — violent  evacuations.' 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Remarks  on   the   very  Inferior    Utility    of  ClaJ/ical   Learning.      By 
IV.  Steverfon.     ^vo.      is.'    Symoixis.      1796. 

Thofe  who  have  cultivated  ciafiical  literature  with  fuccefs,  and 
are  accuftomed  to  admire  the  beautiful  {)roduc^ions  of  Greek  and 
Roman  poels,  hiliorians,  orators,  moralifts,  and  plulofophers,  will 
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not  be  difpofed  to  adopt  the  fentiments  of  one  who  depreciates  thf, 
objeds  of  their  fludy  ;  and  many  will  be  of  opinion,  that  the  writer 
of  this  pamphlet  undervalyes  that  knowledge  which  he  has  had  no 
opportunities  of  acquiring,  and  wiflics  to  explode  thofe  purfuits 
u'ith  which  he  is  unacquainted  ;  while  fome  will  confidcr  his  at- 
tempt as  merely  flowing  from  the  modern  rage  of  innovation.  But 
we  will  admit  that  he  is  actuated  by  motives  of  regard  for  the 
improvement  of  youth,  and  by  a  confcientious  defire  of  correding 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  education. 

He  obferves,  that  '  the  greater  part  of  feven  years  is  generally 
devoted,  almoft  exclufively,  to  the  Itudy  of  Greek  and  Latin.' 
But  we  may  aft,  who  are  the  young  perfons  whofe  time  is  thus 
employed  ?  Not  thofe  who  are  intended  by  their  parents  for  trade 
and  manufadures,  but  fuch  as  are  dertined  either  for  one  of  the 
three  learned  profeffions,  or  for  no  profeflion  whatever.  To  thefe, 
clallical  learning  is  a  good  foundation,  on  which  a  fuperftrufture 
of  general  knowledge  may  be  raifed ;  and,  though  it  may  be  deem- 
ed more  ornamental  than  ufeful,  it  is  by  no  means  fo  deflitute  of 
utility  as  Mr.  Stevenfon  would  willi  his  readers  to  believe.  It  can- 
not be  denied,  however,  that  too  great  a  portion  of  time  is  allotted 
to  this  branch  of  ftudy  ;  for,  in  many  public,  feminaries,  even  ten 
years  are  devoted  to  it.  We  cannot  but  think,  that,  in  a  third 
part  of  this  time,  boys  would  acquire,  xinder  proper  inftruftions, 
iis  competent  an  acquaintance  with  the  claffics,  as  thev  now  do  in 
their  long  courfe  of  philological  ftudy.  Ample  time  would  then 
be  allowed  for  an  early  cultivation  of  philofophy  and  fcience,  which 
are  at  prefent  too  much  neglected  by  claflical  Undents. 

37r  Cafe  of  Captain  Downing.  TfitJi  the  Frofeed'mgs  of  a  general 
Court  Martial.  And  Copies  of  Letters  to  and  from  the  Duke  of 
Richmond-,  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  Judge  Advocate  General,  ^c. 
^c.  IVith  the  Opinion  of  Counfel  concerning  the  Legality  of  the 
Trial.  By  Captain  John  Doivning,  in  the  Royfil  Rcgi?nent  of 
Artillery.      S-yo.      Is.      1 796. 

In  this  publication  captain  Downing  complains  of  not  having 
obtained  juftice  in  a  difpute  of  a  pecuniary  nature  with  a  private 
in  his  own  corps.  He  denies  the  competence  of  courts  m.artial 
to  decide  under  the  predicament  in  which  he  reprefcnts  hinifeif  to 
have  flood ;  and  grounds  his  oppofitioii  on  the  following  objec- 
tions—  '  . 

*  Firft  objeclion — 

•  Is  a  party  a  legal  evidence,  fwearing  for  l.is  own  advantage, 
and  ought  it  to  convift  ?     Second — 

'  Can  a  general  court  martial  difpenfe  with  the  74th  claufe  of  the 
rnutiny  adc  without  vitiating  their  fentencer'     p.  12. 

It  muft  be  evident  to  our  readers,  that  a  fubjcdl  of  this  nature  is 
fcarcely  within  thejurifdiftion  of  criticifm  j  and  for  that  reafon  we 
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decline  entering  into  the  merits  of  captain  Downing's  cafe,  which 
iadeed  feems  to  have  obtained  little  regard,  even  from  the  parties 
in  whofe  hands  the  power  of  redrefs  refides. 

Ccnji derations  en  the  Attemft  of  the   Ea/I-  India  Company  to  iecoine 
Manufacturers  in  Great  Britain.  \to.  is.    Scivell.    1796. 

After  fome  preliminary  remarks  on  the  nature  of  exclufive  grants 
or  privileges,  and  on  the  importance  of  the  lilk  trade  to  the  manu- 
fa£tures  and  revenue  of  the  country,  this  writer  announces  -a  deter- 
mination of  the  Eaft  India  Company  '  to  commence  tnanvfaSlurert 
in  Great  Britain,  by  tJiroiving  their  oivn  Jilk  in  large  quantities,  for 
which  purpofe  a  number  of  mills  have  been  hired  by  them.'  The 
reafon  afligned  for  this  by  the  company  is,  that  they,  deeming  it 
neceflary  to  enlarge  their  imports  of  Bengal  raw-filk,  have  devifed 
a  plan,  the  objeft  of  which  is  to  occalion  an  increafed  confumption 
of  the  commodity,  by  throwing  fome  portion  of  it  into  orga7i%im^ 
to  ferve  as  a  fubilitiite  for  part  of  the  organzine  at  prelent  imported 
from  Italy.  And  as  the  merchants  and  others  interefted  in  the  filk 
trade  have  objefted  to  the  meafure,  the  company  have  publifhed 
fome  Reports  to  correft  any  miffaken  ideas  that  may  prevail. 

Thefe  Reports  are  examined  bv  our  author  with  great  acutenefs  ; 
and  the  general  inference  he  draws  is  aorainfl  this  '  illeo-al  and  mif- 
chievous  interference  of  the  India  Company  in  the  internal  manu- 
fa-ftures  of  this  country.'     One  argument  ufed   by  the  company  is, 
that  '  the  fupply  of  the  raw  commodity    has   been,  until  of  late 
years,  wholly,  and  now  is  in  great  part,  furniflied  from  countries 
no  otherwife  connefled  with  Great  Britain  than  through  the  medium 
of  a   commercial  intercourfe,  which  it  is  not  impoffible,  under  a 
continuance  of  the  prefent  difirafted  ftate  of  continental  politics,  may- 
hereafter  be  rendered  highly  precarious.    This  our  author  repels  by 
slicing,   Whether  the  territorial  pofTeffions  in  India  are  fettled  on  a 
firmer  bafis  oi  tranquillity  than  thofe  of  the  different  governments 
of  Europe, — whether  the  power  of  the  company  is  fuch  as  to  pre- 
clude any  apprehenfion  of  dlirurbance,  whether  it  has  not  experien- 
ced  refiltance  from  the  native  princes   of  that  vaft  continent,  and 
may  not  afford  a  temptation  to  our  European  enemies  r  The    fuf- 
penfions  of  intercourfe  produced  by  the  political  agitations  in  Eu- 
rope, he   thinks,  will  doubtlefs  be  temporary  :  becaufc,  after  nil, 
convenience  and  neceffity  will  compel  neighbours  to  be  neighbours. 
But  his  more  immediate  arguments  regard  the  refpeftive  qualities  of 
the  Bengal  and  Italian  filks.     He  aflerts  that  it  is  not  pretended  by 
the  moft  fanguine  abettors  of  the  company's  experiment,  that  their 
commodity  can  ever  be  expected  completely  to  rival  that  of  Italy. 
♦  How    then,'    he  afks,    '  would    the    filk    manufacturer,  already 
fmarting  under  the  negleft  of  the  public,  be  able  once  more  to  fix 
the  caprice  of  fafhion  in  his  favour,   if  he  fliould  imprudently  fub- 
ftitute  the  dingy  and  woolly  produce  of  Bengal,  for  the  brilliant  and 
^  firm  ftaple  of  Italian  organzine?'  He  then  enters  upon  an  examin- 
ation 
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arion  of  the  coinpany's  principal  Report,  and  explains  at  great 
length  the  dtlulio;i  which  they  have  pvadifed  on  themfelves  an4 
the  public,  concluding  in  tkefe  words— 

*  The  comparjy,  in  throwing  their  own  filk,  muft  be  confidcrcd 
as  violating  at  leait  the  fpirit  of  their  charter ;  for  though  no  exprefs 
prohibition  of  fuch  a  meafiire  can  be  adduced,  yet  the  very  title  of 
the  company,  naniely,  that  of  inerchants  trading  to  aid  froin  the 
Eaft-Indies,  the  views  with  which  it  was  incorporated,  and  thofc 
Kijider  vi^hich  its  prefent  exigence  is  permitted,  cannot  be  extended 
farther  in  conftru(5lion  than  to  recognize  the  company  as  an  effici- 
ent and  refponfible  commercial  medium  for  exporting  and  import* 
ing  large  quantities  of  various  valuable  commodities.  It  is  highl/ 
improbable  that  any.  projeifl,  on  the  part  of  the  company,  to  com- 
mence manufafturers  in  this  country,  ever  entered  into  the  contem- 
plation of  the  legiflatiire,  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  tacit  encou- 
ragement tq  the  purpofe  can  be  fairly  interred.  When  the  Jafl  re- 
newal of  the  company's  charter  w^s  under  difcuffion  in  parliament, 
the  expediency,  of,,  continuing  the  exclufive  pi-ivileges  of  the  com- 
pany was  Itrongiy  dilputed,  evpn.  in.a  mercantile  point  of  view  i 
how  much  more  then  would,  it  have  beer,  expofed  to.  the  fate  of 
annihilation,  had  an  idea  of  its  intended  interference  in. our  manu- 
factures at  all,  prevailed  ?  the  legillature  has  alr^a^dy^  dirpla,yed  much 
Tpirlt  aiid  propriety,  in  placing  the  moft  impprtant  parts  of  the 
company'i  ertablifliments  under  the.  control  of  government  j  and  i? 
is  to  be.  hoped,  that  the  fame  high  authority,  as  guardian  of  the 
public  welfare,  will  interpofe,  to  check  the  rnonopoligirig.  and  ille^ 
g,al  attempts  of  the  company  in  the  prefent  inftance ;  tor  it  fhould 
bf  remembered,  that  mercantile  companies  are  iacofpprated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  as  well  as  their  owti  advantage ;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  the  former  confideration  is  paramount  to  the  latter,  it 
Wcomes  necefTary  to  watch  the  conduft  of  fuch  large  trading  bo^ 
dies,  with  a  jealous  vigilance  that  fliali  tlse  better  fecure  the  good 
intended  to  be  produced  by  their  inft'.turion. 

*The  filk  trade  are  not  floi^e  interelted  ii^  opponng  this  innova* 
tioa  of  the  company  ;  for,  iliould  it  fucceed,  who  can  tell  to  what 
A  mifchievous  extent  the  pradice  of  the  principle  may  be  carried? 
When  the  company  have  qnce  tried  their  ^rengthvi^  '^^'i'*  ^  .3^ 
th^ir  choice  and  in  their  mercy,  what  branch  of  rpanufafture  they 
will  next  invade-^ whether  they  will  print  their  own  callicoes;  make 
their  own  gunpowder  ;  wind,  fpin,  and  v;eave,  their  own  cottons; 
bakt  and  refine  their  own  fugars ;  or  even  munufaclure  thofe  arti- 
cle? fabricated  from  our  Itapitdomeilic  produce,  and  .which,  by  their 
iharter,  thqy  areobligated  to  export.  A  calamitous  alternative  woul4 
then  be  the  lot  of  the  perfons  who  arc  now  engaged  in  fuch  ma- 
nufa'flurcs  :  unable  to  trade  to  In^ia,  or  to  cope  in  this  country 
with  the  gigantic  ifrides  of  a  manufacturing  Eafl-India  Company^ 
they  iDuft  either  abandon  their  purfuits,  or  be  deoradeiinto  depen- 
dents 
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lents  on  the  alt-fweeping  nionopolifts  by  whom  they  are  injured.  . 
Thus,  evilii  fimilar  to  thoi'e  which  the  engrolTing  of  fmall  farms  has 
iiiliided  on  the  huibandman,  would  be  feverely  felt  by  the  indivi- 
dual merchant  and  manufafturer ;  and  thus,  the  advantages  refultin*; 
"Vom  the  various  energies  and  competitions  of  private  capital  ia  out 
nianufacflures,  would  be  loft  to  the  commimity. 

'  There  is  another  topic  of  great  public  concern,  and  which  tlie 
condu>5tors  of  this  oppofition  to  the  fchemes  of  the  com|iany  ap- 
proach with  anxiety,  that  the  publication  of  their  fentiments  may 
not  be  miireprefented  as  a  vehicle  for  extraneous  political  allufioiis, 
A  fenfe  of  duty,  however,  conquers  the  re!u6tance  excited  by  tte 
fear  of  prejudice  alone ;  and  the  deep  injury  that  muft  arife  to  our 
'  ;onftitution,  from  the  undifturbed  progrefs  of  the  compbiy's  defi^ns, 
fhall  be  briefly  hiiited  at. 

*  It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  purity  of  the  BrItiUi  fenate  lias 
been  contaminated  bv  the  wealth  of  India. 

*  Tills  comparatively  flight  infection  of  the  reprefentative  body,  . 
would  be  increafed  to  an  alarming  degree,  if  tlie  company  fliould 
extend  their  manufafturing  projects  :  the  unparalleled  influence  they 
would,  by  fuch  means,  command  in  the  different  towns  and  b<>-' 
roughs  where  their  manufa<ftories  might  be  eftabliflied,  would  en- 
tirely change  the  charafter  of  a  houfe  of  commons — ^would  place  m 
it  as  the  minifler  of  the  day,  a  creature  implicitly  at  their  devoti&n, 
and  would  render  the  freedom  and  the  legitimate  powers  of  our  ve- 
nerable and  happy  conftitution,  fubfervient  to  the  odious  docniaa- 
tion  of  a  mercantile  ariftocracy.'      p.  32, 

We  have  not  dwelt  longer  on  the  fabjecl  of  this  pamphlet  than 
its  Importance  fecnis  to  demand.  The  pubhc  will  doubtlefs  be 
anxious  to  know  by  what  argutnents  its  force  can  be  repelled. 

T/i^   Frencli  Veths^  Regtuar  and   Irregular^  conjugated,  m   a  JJiori 

and  eaj'y   J'ltthod :   luith    Rules  for   ihs  Ufe    of  the  Tenfes^  ^nd 

form  Exercifes  annexed  to  them.      By  M,  Chdrdon.      Si's.       i^-^^. 

We  do  not  fee  the  neceffity  of  multiplying  publications  of  this 
kind,  unlefs  there  be  lome  improvement  in  the  plan  or  in  the  exe-' 
cation,  which  we  do  not  obftrve  in  the  prcfent  pamphlet.  The 
method  is,  indeed,  fnort  and  eafy ;  the  rules  are  delivered  witk 
perfpicuity  ■;  and  the  exereifes  are  adapted  to  the  general  capacity 
of  puerile  Undents  :  but  many  former  prodLiftions  are  equally  con- 
ducive to  the  fame  purpofe  of  inuruction. 

The  author  might  eafily  have  rendered  his  EngliOa  %le  more 
idiomatic  and  corred,  by  confiilting.  ibme  literary  native  of  this 
kingdom  ;  and  a  greater  attention  to  the  accuracy  of  his  work  might 
have  improved  the  French  part  of  it.  We  were  aflonifhed  to  ob- 
ferve  a  paflage  fo  incorrect  as  the  following  :  '  I  am  very  cold, 
fat  tres  fro'id.''  The  w  riter  Tniglit  be  expe<fted  to  have  known, 
that/ro/V,  when  ufed  with  the  verb  avoir^  is  not  an  adjective,  but 
a  fubflautive  ;  for,  though  we  tranflate  J'aifrold^  I  arn  cold,  J'ai 
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J'olf^  I  alii  tliirfty,  the  words  literally  imply,  /  have  cold^  I  have 
thirji ;  exprelfions  which  will  not  fuit  the  Englilh  idiom.  But 
M.  Chardon,  by  making  ufe  of  the  word  trcs^  which  is  an  adverb, 
has  injured  the  gramniatical  conftrucftion  of  the  phrafe  :  he  ought 
to  have  ufed  an  adjedive  with  froiJ^  and  might  correAly  have 
laid,  J'ai  grand  froid.  He  will  probably  cenfure  us  for  prefimiing 
to  diftate  to  him  in  hia  own  language ;  but  we  are  confident  that 
wc  are  ftriftly  right. 

^n  infallible  Method  of  di Jlinguijliing  the  Gender  of  all  inani/nate 
Objetli  in  the  French  Language ;  an  ufeful  Supplement  for*  all 
French  Grammars  extant.  By  M.  Rayrnoud  de  la  Nongarede. 
2d.     Rebinfons.      1796. 

This  little  work  (which  confifts  of  only  one  Hieet)  will  be  found 
ufeful  to  the  learners  of  the  French  language,  who  are  frequently 
perplexed  with  the  variations  of  gender.  It  is  executed  with  regu- 
larity and  precifion.    . 

Rules  for  playing  the  Game  of  Chefs.  2vo.  is.6d.   Symonds.    1796, 

This  little  treatife  contains  fuch  rules  and  inftruftions  for  playing 
this  celebrated  game,  as  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  found  of  conlkier- 
able  utility  to  beginners.  It  cannot  be  expefted  to  offer  any  thing 
new,  or  any  elaborate  difquifition  on  the  fubjeft ;  but  it  at  lealt 
prefents  the  learner  with  the  great  key  to  the  game — the  firll  game 
o.f  L'hilidor,  with  the  notes  on  that  game,  which  (we  know  not  why) 
have  been  on>itted  in  the  latter  editions  of  his  book.  We  would 
have  recommended  to  the  editor,  inftead  of  Philidor's  inveftigation 
of  the  gambit  of  Cunningham,  which  is  now  of  little  ufe,  to  have 
given  fome  of  the  fituations  and  check-mates  of  Stamma,  which 
are  fo  well  calculated  to  flaow  the  artifice  and  furprifing  revolutions 


ot  the  game. 


Hercules  and  tie  Carter  ;    a  Dialogue  betiveen    a  Poor  JSIan^  and  a 
Poor  Man's  Frie7id.      i2mo.     2d.     Rivingtons.      1796. 

A  fpecimen  of  the  beft  ufe  to  which  the  interpretation  of  fables 
can  be  applied  j  being  a  very  intelligent  and  falutary  leflbn  of  iu- 
duflry  and  fobriety  to  the  labouring  poor. 

^  New   Sequel  to  Mrs,    Barbauld's   LeJ/ons,  adapted  for  Children 
from  four  to  feven  ^ears  old.     iQ.?no.      is.     Sael.      17961 

The  only  objectionable  pafiage  which  we  have  remarked  in  this 
little  work,  is  in  p.  84 — '  Mifs  Elizabeth  Good,  too,  had  got  one 
oi  the  fineft  dolls  I  ever  faw,  in  point  of  elegance  and  drefs.  I  am 
fure  no  lady  need  to  have  been  drelTed  better  for  any  court-day.  She 
badjull  learned  a  beautiful  little  hymn,  and  that  doll  was  the  reward 
of  her  diligence.'  To  bribe  a  child  to  piety,  is  an  infallible  method 
of  making  it  an  hypocrite;  and  to  bribe  it  to  piety  by  teaching  it  3 
love  of  fafliionable  frippery,  is  an  inconfiftency  too  frequent  indeed 
in  real  life,  but  which  we  were  forry  to  deteft  in  a  woik  otherwifs 
well  adapted  for  the  purpofes  of  early  education. 
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like  Hi /I  or  y  of  Franc  e-^  from  the  Accejfion  of  Henry  the  Third, 
to  the  Death  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  Preceded  by  a  Vievj  of 
the  Civile  Afditary^  and  Politictd  State  of  Europe^  betzveen 
the  Middle,  and  the  Cloje  of  the  Sixteenth  Century,  By  Na- 
thaniel IVilliam  JVraxall  Vols.  I.  H.  HI,  A.to.  3/.  ^s. 
Boards.     Cadell  and  Davies.      1 795. 

^T^  HE  plan  of  Mr.  JVraxall  in  this  work  is  to  give  a  Hiflory  of 
^  France  from  th'e  aceefllon  of  Henry  III.  to  the  death  of 
Louis  XIV,  Of  this  plan,  which  is  intended  to  be  comprifed  iii 
fix  volijmes,  the  firf!;  three  alone  are  at  prefent  executed:  they 
carry  us  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  In  prefenting 
to  the  public  the  hiftory  of  a  country,  which  vicinity,  and  the 
relations  that  for  a  nuinber  of  centuries  have  fubfifted  between 
us,  have  rendered  familiar  to  the  minds  of  molt  Engliflimen, 
it  is  natural  to  inquire  upon  v/hat  peculiar  gi^ound  of  novelty 
or  of  interefi  the  author  has  built  his  expeftations  of  render- 
irig  his  work  attratlive  to  tlie  cultivated  reader.  This  quef- 
tion  Mr.  Wraxall  is  well  prepared  to  anfwer,  hj  acqinainting 
us,  that  his  obje£f  has  been,  '  not  fo  much  to  relate  the  feries 
of  political  fa£ts  in  the  reigns  he  has  given,  as  to  delineate 
the  genius,  fpirit,  and  characler  of  the  French  nation  during 
that  period  ;'  and  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  his  former 
refearches  into  the  domeftic  hillory  of  the  houfe  of  Yalois, 
in  which  art  acquaintance  is  difplayed  with  many  authors  not 
within  the  ufual  track  of  readings  and  with  his  agreeable 
:manner  of  writing,  will  not  doubt  his  acquitting  himfeif  v/ith 
honour  of  the  talk.  It  is  ulual  with  hiftoiiaus,  inftead  of 
plunging  abruptly  into  the  period  of  which  they  treat,  to  re- 
freih  the  memory  of  the  reader  by  a  flight  Iketch  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  different  powers  connecSled  with  their  fubjedl  ^ 
but  Mr.  Wraxall  has  extended  this  introduction  to  a  very  un- 
ufual  length  ;  the  whole  of  the  firft  volume  being  preliminary. 
It  contains  a  retrofpeflive  view  of  the  hiftory  and  general  fyf- 
Crit.  Rev.  Vol,  X\^III.  Dec.  1796,     '     Gc  tetu 
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tern  of  nil  the  different  dates  of  Europe,  between  the  middle 
and  the  conclufion  of  the  fixteenth  century.  This  part  is  very 
agreeably  written  j  it  is  clear,  concife,  yet  far  from  dry,  and 
induces  a  wifli  that  the  author  had  made  a  feparate  objedl  of 
this  general  hiftory,  and  continued  it  to  fome  proper  epoch  ; 
for  we  confefs  we  are  doubtful  of  its  propriety  as  an  introduc- 
tion.   If,  in  writing  a  hiflory  of  two  reigns  of  France,  (and  the 
prefent  publication  is  no  more)  the  reader  is  to  be  fuppofed 
fo  ignorant  of  the  general  ftate  of  Europe,  as  to  require  one 
third  of  the  work  to  be  employed  in  introduction,  a  perfon 
who  fhould  write  a  hidovy  of  Germany  would  find  equal  oc- 
cafion  for  the  (lime  information  ;  and  again  for  the  hiftory  of 
Spain,  and  fo  on  till  we  fliould  be  fatigued  with  endlefs  repe- 
tition.    Neverthelefs   the   introductory   volume  is  very  well 
worth  attention ;    we  only  regret  that  it   is  not  more  of  a 
whole.     Though  it  profefles  only  to  begin  the  account  from 
the  middle  of  the  fi.xteenth  century,  it  often  takes  it  up  much 
higher;  and  the  chapters  devoted  to  Portugal,  Tufcany,  and 
Venice,  are  particularly   intereiling,  as  they  contain  all  the 
brilliant  period  of  thcfe  ftates.     The  fketch  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  likewife  exhibits  it  in  the  meridian  of  its  ftrength  and 
glory  under  Solyman  II.     We  fnall  not,  however,  attempt  to 
fele6t  any  extracts  from  this  introduclory  part,  but  pafs  on 
to  the  fccond  volume,  which  commences  the  Hiftory  of  France 
under  the  reign  of  Henry  III.     The  character  of  this  prince, 
who   belied  all  the  promifes  of  his  early  youth,  is  delineated 
with  accuracy  and  fpirit ;  but  is  lels  interefting  than  the  events 
of  his  reign,  agitated  as  it  was  by  the  ambition  of  the  Guifes, 
and  fhaken  by  the  ftorms  of  religious  fury.     But  the  order  of 
hiftorical  events  is  only  a  fecondary  object  in  Mr.  Wraxall's 
plan  •,  the  far  greater  part  of  the  volume  being  devoted  to  a 
delineation  of  the  manners  and  ftate  of  the  age  under  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  conftitution  and  government,  finances,  com- 
merce, ftate  of  the  church,  of  literature,  of  fociety,  pi£ture 
of  the    court,    various  particulars  of  domeftic  life,    tourna- 
ments, aftrology,  char.i£terlftic  vices  and  virtues,  &c.     This 
is  that  part  of  the  work  in  which  the  curious  reader  will  find 
tlie  greateft  fund  of  entertainment,  as  it  is  that  which  requir- 
ed the  various  reading  of  Mr.    Wraxall  to  colle6t  together ; 
for,  as  he  truly  fays,  thefe  particulars  '  can  only  be  found  in  i 
the  moft  patient  and  laborious  perufal,  or  inveftigation  of  al- 
moft  all  the  contemporary  writers  in  every  branch  of  fcience 
or  polite  letters.'     Of  thefe  we  fhall  lay  before  our  readers  a 
few  extradts.     The  abufes  of  i\\e  farmers-general  were  come 
to  fuch  ah  height,  that — 

'  In  1577,  Henry  the  Third  was  fo  egregioufly  defrauded,  thatj 

from 
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ftt)m  ta^es  which  produced  twelve  millions  of  Ilvres,  only  eight 
hundred  thoufand  ever  entered  the  treafury.  The  greater  part  of 
the  farmers  were  not  natives,  but  Florentines  and  Savoyards,  u'ho 
glutted  themfelves  with  wealth,  and  ufually  returned  to  fpend  it  in 
their  own  country.  Catherine  of  Medecis,  herfelf  an  .Italian,  had 
contributed  exceedingly  to  fpread  the  diforder,  by  employing  fo- 
reigners, as  receivers  or  colleftors  of  the  revenue.  So  lucrative 
was  the  occupation,  that  people  of  all  defcriptions,  noblemen, 
ladies,  and  members  of  the  council,  contrived  to  exercife  it,  and 
to  participate  in  the  general  plunder.  They  were  multiplied  under 
Henry  the  Third,  to  Aich  a  degree,  that  Tavannes  eflimates  them 
at  thirty  thoufand.  To  render  the  calamity  irremediable,  they  were 
accuftomed  to  purchale  of  the  king  the  new  taxes,  as  foon  as  they 
came  out,  and  to  advance  the  money  which  it  was  calculated  thev 
might  produce.  But,  as  a  recompence  for  prompt  payment,  the 
farmers  feldom  laid  down  more  than  a  fourth,  and  often  not  a 
lixth  part  of  the  fum,  levied  by  the  impofirion  on  the  people.  We 
may  fee  in  the  Memoirs  of  Sully,  a  lift  of  the  perfons  who  were 
concerned  and  interelied  in  the  tax  upon  fait,  in  1585.  The  name 
'f  the  duchefs  of  Joyeufe,  lifter  to  Louifa,  wife  of  Henry  the 
Third,  is  the  firft ;  and  ftands  for  no  lefs  a  fum,  than  feventy-five 
ihoufand  crowns.  The  aggregate  amount  of  the  money,  thus  ad- 
^•anced  upon  the  mortgage  of  the  duty  on  fait,  exceeds  a  miUion, 
lix  hundred  ihoufand  crowns.  Villeroi  mentions  as  a  fa£t  well 
known,  that  two  pecuniary  edi£ls,  obtained  of  Henr}'  the  Third  by 
his  favourites,  were  fold  immediately  afterwards  to  the  financiers, 
for  the  fum  of  twelve  thoufand,  and  twelve  thoufand  five  hundred 
;  crowns.  The  former  produced  fifty  thoufand  ;  and  the  latter  fixty 
;houfand  crov.'ns. 

Such  was  the  facility  and  criminal  prodigality  of  Henry  the  Third, 
that  he  did  not  blufh  to  create  taxes,  which  were  exclafively  meant  to 
enrich  his  minions  and  fervants.  "  It  was  common,"  fays  Ville- 
roi, "  to  fee  ladies,  gentlemen,  even  valets,  and  perfons  of  the 
vilcft  defcription,  fliamelefsly  purfuing  the  verification  of  edifts 
which  they  had  obtained;  foliciting  their  publication  ;  recommend- 
ing them  as  productive,  and  calling  them  thir  edifts."  Abufes 
could  hardly  be  carried  to  a  more  aftonifliing  point  of  indecency 
and  enormity.  The  treafurers,  who  had  the  power  of  diftributing, 
and  apportioning  the  taxes,  or  impofitions,  throughout  the  king- 
dom, committed  equal  violations  of  juftice.  In  order  to  fpare 
fome  villages,  of  which  they,  or  their  immediate  relations  and 
friends,  were  the  proprietors,  they  exacffed  unequal  and  fevere  con- 
tributions from  others,  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  inferior  clades  of 
people.  Numbers  of  wretched  peafants,  unable  to  pay  the  fums 
thus  demanded,  were  thrown  into  dungeon?,  and  devoured  by  ver- 
min, or  confumed  by  difeafe.'     Vol.  iU  p.  231. 
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The  ftates  general  and  the  parHaments  were  the  great  bul-* 
warks  ap.iuill  the  power  of  the  crown  :  but  the  former  were 
feldoni  convoked,  and  the  latter  were  liable  to  continual  ?.n- 
fults ;  yet  in  the  worfl  of  times  they  occafioaally  exhibited 
marks  of  fpirit  worthy  of  a  better  conftitution.  Before  the 
time  of  Francis  1.  the  French  had  fcafcely  any  permanent 
troops  ;  and  till  his  time  the  infantry  were  neglecled  and  dc" 
fpifed — 

*  Nothing  could  be  more  grotefque  and  favage  than  the  drefs  and" 
appearance  of  the  antient  foot  foldiers  under  Charles  the  Eighth, 
in  I495-  They  wore  their  hair  long  and  floating  on  their  flioulders, 
in  order  to  encreafc  the  fierceiieTs  of  their  afpeft  ;  together  with 
fllirts,  which  had  large  hanging  fleeves,  and  which  they  continued" 
to  M'ear  for  feveral  months,  without  wafiiing;.  It  was  a  diftinfcive 
mark  of  their  profeirion  to  go  without  fcockings,  or,  at  leaft,  Avitiv 
one  leg. bare.  Even  the  officers  and  captains  adhered  to  this  badge 
oi  the  infanti-y.  Tiiey  coniiiionly  carried  their  ftnckings  tied,  vx 
hanoino;  at  their  girdles.  As  late  as  the  time  of  Henry  the  Second! 
hi  1552,  when  the  foot  foidiers  were  drefied  and  difciplined  in  a 
much  fuperior  manner,  it  was  cufiomary  for  the  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  to  cut  their  llockings  at  the  knee,  when  eoinjr  to  the  aflault 
of  a  town.  As  their  drefs  from  the  waifr  to  the  ankle,  confifted'' 
only  of  one  piece,  it  facilitated  their  fcaling  a  wall,  or  mounting  a 
breach.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  237. 

Before  and  during  the  civil  wars,  the  want  of  regular  pay? 
was  fupplied  by  the  opportunity  of  plunder,  and  the  emolument 
©f  ranloms,  which  were  fo  lucrative  that  the  prifoners  were 
frequently  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  common  foldiers  ;  the 
ofHcers  or  the  general  purchafing  them  for  a  fmall  fum,  and 
difpofing  of  them  for  very  large  ones.  Philibert  and  Emanuel'i 
got  a  great  deal  by  this  traffic.  To  conceal  their  rank  and 
quality,  was  frequently  attempted  by  prifoners. 

'  Moafieur  de  Bauge  (fliys  Ambrofe  Pare)   brother  to  the  counti 
de   Martigues,  had   been  made  prifoner  hy  two  Spanifli  foldiers,  atS 
Terouenne,  in  1553.     Vaudeville,  governor  of  Gravelines,  having! 
ieen  him,  conceived  an  opinion  that  he  was  a  man. of  rank.     To| 
latisfy  himfelf  on  a  point  of  fuch  importance,  he   caufcd   Bauge'sl 
Itockings  to  be  taken  off;  and  remarking  that  his  focks  were  neat,! 
and  his  feet  extremelv  clean,  he  became  confirnicd  in  his  oriffinaJT 
apprehenfion.     He,  therefore,  purchafed  him  of  the  two  foldiers,  forF 
fifteen  crowns;  who,  being  unable  to  maintain  their  prifoner,  audi 
ignorant  of  his  quality,  gladly  accepted  the  fum  offered.     -Baugelil* 
i3:udioufly  concealed  his  name  and  condition,  and  patiently  endured 
every    hardfliip  ;  flecping  on  ftraw,  and  Aibfifting  on   bread  anci 
water.     Vaudeville  foon  afterwards  tranfiviitted  to  him  a  lift  of  thr 
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French  killed  at  the  capture  of  Hefdin  by  the  Spaniards;  and  on' 
reading  his  brother's  name  among  them,  his  grief  furmounted  his 
prudence.  He  burft  into  involuntary  tears  and  exclamations,  which 
were  heard  bv  his  guards  ;  who  no  fooner  difcovered  the  connexion 
between  hin->  and  the  count  de  Marti-gues,  than  they  apprized  Vau- 
deville of  the  value  of  h^s  prize.  By  order  of  that  officer,  Baugo 
was  immetiiately  removed  to  an  apartment  hung  with  tapeftry  ;  he 
was  ferved  with  delicacy,  and  feven  thoufand  five  hundred  crowns 
were  demanded  for  his  ranfom.  On  his  pleading  inability  to  raii« 
fo  confidenible  a  fum,  Vaudeville  obferved,  that  it  was  poflible  he 
might  "not  procure  his  freedom  at  a  price  fo  reafonable ;  and  the 
event  juftificd  the  predidion.  Mary,  queen  of  Hungary,  gover- 
uefs  -of  the  Low  Countries,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy,  having  been 
informed  that  a  perfon  of  his  quality  was  in  Vaudeville's  pofl'effion, 
they  difpatched  a  mefTenger  to  him,  to  command  that  Bauge  fliould 
be  forthwith  deli\-ered  up  to  them  ;  adding,  that  the  morfel  was  too 
large  for  him,  and  that  he  had  -captives  futhcient  befiaes.  Baugfc's 
ranfom  was  immediately  raifed  to  twenty  thoufand  crowns.'  Vo{, 
ii.  p.  254. 

The  following  picture  of  Paris  fliows  how  far  the  occafion- 
al  magnificence  of  that  age  was  from  the  permanent  conve- 
n-iences  and  elegant  luxuries  of  fucceeding  ones — 

'  The  French  metropolis,  at  the  clofe  of  Henry  the  Third's 
reign,  was  divided  into  lixteen  wards  or  quarters,  and  was  princi- 
pally built  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Seine,  and  in  the  jfland  of 
"  Notre  Dame."  It  had  not  yet  made  any  confiderabte  progrefs  to 
the  fouth  of  the  river,  where  the  "  Fauxbourg  St.  Germain"  is  now 
fituated.  Strong  walls,  flanked  with  large  towers,  furrounded  the 
city  ;  and  the  keys  of  the  gates  were  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the 
municipal  magiftrates,  who  took  efpecial  care  that  they  (liould  be 
carefully  fliut  every  evening.  The  citizens  were  regularly  enrolled, 
thfciplined,  and  accullomed  to  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  arms;  they 
eJeffed  their  own  military  officers  ;  had  their  places  of  afTcmbling, 
their  banners,  and  their  watch  words.  If  not  formidable  from  their 
(kill,  they  were  (till  refpeftable  from  their  numbers.  In  general, 
the  ftreets  were  fo  narrow,  tiiat  it  was  eafy  to  leap  from  the  tops  of 
tlie  houfes  on  one  fide,  to  thofe  on  the  other;  and  it  was  a  common 
f)aftime,  during  the  carnival,  for  the  young  nobility  to  divert  them- 
felves  l>y  this  hazardous  amufenient.  That  the  principal  flreets 
were  paved,  is  undoubted  ;  fince  we  find  that,  at  the  preparations 
made  for  celebrating  the  unfortunate  lournafnent  in  which  Henry 
the  Second  was  killed  by  Montgomery,  in  June  1559,  the  ftreet 
'■'  Saint  Antoine"  was  unpaved,  conv'  d  into  lifts,  and  adorntd 
with  theatres  and  triumphal  arches.  Other  proofs  of  this  fafi:  mioht 
be  adduced  :  but  the  dirt  and  fihh  v.'ere  notwithlbnding  fuch,  as 
to  render  all  paiTage  exceedingly  difficult,  and  to  contribute,  in  an 
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eminent  degree,  to  the  peftilential  and  malignant  diftempers,  by 
which  the  capital  was  frequently  defolated.  In  1583,  Montjofieu, 
a  man  of  talents,  and  peculiarly  fkilled  in  mechanics,  undertook 
the  execution  of  a  plan  whkh  he  had  formed,  for  cleanfing  the 
flreets ;  but  the  expcnce  fo  much  exceeded  the  eiliniate  made  by 
him,  that  in  endeavouring  to  accomplifla  it,  he  conliderably  im- 
paired his  own  private  fortune.  At  all  the  corners,  were  fixed 
heavy  chains,  commonly  fauened  and  feaied  ;  but,  which  could 
be,  at  the  fliorleft  warning,  ftretched  acrofs ;  and  by  the  addition 
of  barrels  filled  with  earth,  they  formed  a  barricado  infurmountable 
to  infantry  or  cavalry.  Henry  the  Third  experienced  the  formida- 
ble nature  of  tliefe  barriers,  at  the  infurreftion  of  the  P^rifians,  in 
May,  1588.  The  private  houfes  were  conftrufted  with  falley  ports, 
which  rendered  them  nuire  tenable  and  defenfible  agalnfl:  an  armed 
force.  On  the  other  band,  the  Baitile  niight  be  regarded  at  once, 
as  the  citadel  of  Paris,  and  as  a  prlfon  of  ftate.  It  was  ftrong ; 
and  the  treachery  alone  of  Tetu,  who  commanded  in  it,  produced 
its  furrender  to  the  duke  of  Guiie,  immediately  after  the  king's 
flight  from  the  metropolis.  Ornano  had  offered  to  maintain  it, 
againft  all  the  forces  of  the  league.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  282. 

The  Louvre  itfelf  was  rather  a  fortrefs  than  a  palace.  It  was 
compofed  of  towers  conftru6ted  in  the  Gothic  tafle,  furround- 
etl  with  a  wide  and  deep  ditch,  acrofs  which  the  entrance  lay 
thrcugli  vaft  gates,  confhantly  guarded  by  archers.  The  palace 
of  the  Tuilleries  was  built  by  Catharine  de'  Medici,  and  was  the 
firfh  building  beyond  the  Alps  on  the  models  of  ancient  Greece. 
The  Pont  Neuf  was  built  by  Charles  IX  5  he  wanted  to  have 
called  it  Pont  aux  Pleurs^  from  his  favourite  Quel  us  being 
killed  on  that  day  it  was  begun.  The  ferocity  of  the  age,  and 
particularly  the  cruelties  exercifed  between  the  Catholics  and 
Froteftants,  alirioft  exceed  belief;  and  it  is  a  mod  melancholy 
proof  of  the  perverfion  of  the  human  mind,  that  their  zeal 
for  religion,  which  was  carried  almofl  to  frenzy,  did  not  feeni 
to  have  the  fmalleft  influence  in  purifying  their  morals.  Of 
the  flate  of  medicine,  the  following  anecdote  is  recorded — 

*  We  can  fcarcely  believe,  that  the  preparation  and  ingredients  o 
gunpowder  were  confidcred  as  poifonous  ;  and  that  it  was  univerfally 
ciifromary,  in  order  to  deterge  and  cleanfe  the  wounds,  caufed  by 
nre-artr.s,  to  apply  to  them  boiling  oil.  John  de  Vigo,  a  celebrated 
phvGcian,  whofe  writings  and  opinions  were  received  as  oracular 
and  infallible,  had  recommended  this  pernicious  application,  pre- 
vious to  every  other  drcfiing  or  digeftive.  Pare  ingenuoully  con- 
fefles,  that,  fubdued  and  awed  by  fc  higli  an  authority,  he  pur- 
fued  it  ;  and  it  was  only  from  the  failure  of  a  fupply  of  oil  in  the 
camp,  that  he  was  compelled  to  fubliitute  a  lefs  dcftruftlve  appli- 
cation.    "  Yet  teri'ified,"  fays  he,  "  at  my  own   boldnefs,  in  thus 
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venUrnng  to  deviate  from  the  received  mode  of  praftice ;  and  ap- 
prehenfive,  that  I  (hoiild  find  the  patients,  whofe  wounds  I  had 
not  cauterized  by  the  ufe  of  boiling  oil,  dead  of  poifon  ;  I  was  un- 
able to  fleep,  and  I  rofe  from  my  bed,  at  an  early  hour,  to  vifit 
them.  But,  beyond  my  hopes,  I  found  thofe,  to  whom,  frcm  ne- 
ceffity,  I  had  adminiftered  a  digeftive  of  a  milder  nature,  compofed 
of  the  yolk  of  eggs,  oil  of  rofes,  and  turpentine,  free  from  pain, 
inflammation,  or  tumours,  having  repofed  well  dur-ng  the  night. 
On  the  contrary,  the  perfons,  whofe  wounds  had  been  walhed  \Vith 
hot  oil,  were  in  a  ftate  of  fever,  with  violent  fymptoms  of  every 
kind.  From  that  time,  I  refolved  never  more  to  burn  thus  cruelly 
the  poor  wretches,  afflicted  with  gun-fhot  wounds."  Vol.  ii. 
p.  349. 

The  hiftory  of  French  literature,  under  the  princes  of  the 
houfe  of  Valois,  deferves  notice  ;  they  were  all  encouragers 
of  genius.  Marot  and  Ronfard  were  the  favourites  of  Francis 
I.  and  Henry  III.  Rabelais  and  Montaigne  are  not  only  ftill 
famous,  but  ftill  read.  In  the  account  of  the  drefs  of  the 
times,  we  meet  with  the  following  pi6lure  of  the  effeminate 
Henry  III.— 

*  The  hat,  decorated  with  feathers,  and  precious  Itones,  worn 
by  Francis  the  Firft,  was  converted  into  a  bonnet,  or  cap,  by  Henry 
the  Second  and  his  two  fuccelfors.  Henry  the  Thifd  fubllituted 
in  its  place,  the  Italian  "  toque,"  or  turban  ;  not  only  as  a  more 
effeminate  ornament,  but  in  the  view  of  more  efFeftually  conceal- 
ing his  want  of  hair.  It  was  compofed  of  velvet,  adorned  with 
jewels,  and  faftened  or  bound  over  one  ear,  leaving  the  other  ex- 
pofed,  in  which  was  hung  a  pearl  or  diamond.  When  Sully  was 
fent  by  the  king  of  Navarre,  in  1587,  to  treat  with  that  infatuated 
and  diflblute  prince,  he  was  prefented  by  Villeroy  to  him,  at  St. 
jMaur,  near  Paris.  *'  I  "found  him,"  fays  Sully,  "  in  his  clofet,  a 
fword  by  his  fide,  a  fliort  cloak  on  his  flioulders,  his  little  turban 
on  his  head;  and  about  his  neck,  in  form  of  a  fcarf,  was  hung  a 
bafket,  fuch  as  the  venders  of  cheefe  ufe,  in  which  there  were  two 
or  three  little  dogs,  not  larger  than  my  fift."     Vol.  ii.  p.  393. 

In  another  place  we  are  told  that — 

*  He  did  not  blufh  to  appear  commonly  in  the  flreets  of  his  own 
capital,  playing  with  a  "  Bilboquet."  The  falliion  became  gene- 
ral :  Joycufe  and  Epernon  imitated  their  mafler;  and  in  a  fliort 
time,  all  the  gentlemen,  pages,  and  even  domeflics,  were  (etn. 
every  where,  in  public,  with  the  fame  appendage.  It  muft  be  owned, 
that  if  rebellion  was  ever  venial,  it  might  plead  fome  excufe,  when 
provoked  by  fuch  profufion,  folly,  and  abufe  of  power.  De  Thou 
himfelf  afTures  us,  that  the  king  expended  above  twelve  thoufand 
pounds  annually,  in  the  ihigle  article  of  little  dogs ;  befides  the 
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funis  confumed  on  monkeys,  parroquets,  nnd  other  animals.  The 
ball  given  by  him  to  the  EngUfli  ambaflatlors,  in  i  585,  coft  him  ten 
thoufand  crowns.  Two  years  afterwards,  at  Epenion's  nuptials, 
he  d.inced  in  public,  with  every  indication  of  mirth,  while,  at  his 
•waiil  hung  a  large  chaplet  of  ivory  fkulls.  Like  Heliogabalus,  he 
afferted  the  ornainents  and  drefs  of  a  woman.  The  accounts  given 
lis  by  Dion  and  Herodian,  of  the  indecent  appearance  of  the  Syrian 
emperor  of  Rome,  were  realized  by  the  French  monarch.  In  1577, 
he  commonly  frequented  public  entertainments,  in  a  female  attire; 
his  doublet  open,  and  his  bofom  bare  ;  vvith  a  necklace  of  pearls, 
and  three  little  capes,  as  they  were  then  worn  by  the  ladies  of  the 
court.'     Vol.  ii.  r.  431. 

Watches  were  not  common  till  the  latter  end  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  and  were  worn  hanging  iibout  the  neck.  The 
chief  articles  of  furniture  were  beds,  tapcllry,  and  carpets  ; 
but  while  thefe  were  of  the  richelt  and  moll  fumptuous  mate- 
rials, chairs  were  not  known  ;  they  fat  round  the  room  on 
cOiFer?  or  benches.  Among  the  minuter  circumftances  of 
inanncrSj  it  rnay  be  amufing  to  the  ladies  to  know,  that  the 
pad  w^s  ufed  in  the  time  of  Henry  III.  and  it  was  efteemed. 
a  cover  for  licentioufnefs.  The  magnificence  and  variety  of 
the  diverfions  of  that  age  is  perhaps  nearly  equal  to  any  that 
fucceedcd  it. 

*  In  delicacy  of  conception,  and  even  in  the  fplendor  of  their 
gxecntion,  it  may  be  j)ronounced  that  they  were  not  greatly  inferior 
to  the  boafted  pageants  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  given  near  a  cen- 
tury afterwards.  As  early  as  1549,  at  the  public  entry  of  Kenry 
the  Second  into  Lyons,  games,  in  imitation  of  the  gladiatorial,  and 
naval  fpeftacles  of  the  Romans,  were  prefented  to  that  monarch. 
We  may  fee  in  the  Memoirs  of  Margaret  of  Valois,  how  fuperb, 
snd  how  varied  were  the  entertainments,  imagined  by  Catherine  of 
Medecis,  to  divert  the  leifure,  and  to  enliven  the  iiiterview  of  her 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  queen  of  Spain,  at  Bnyonne,  in  1565,  She 
chofe  for  the  fcene  of  one  of  her  tvoii  fumptnous  feftivals,  the 
little  iflanJ  in  the  river  BidalToa,  which  feparates  the  kingdoms  of 
France  and  Spain  ;  afterwards  rendered  memorable  by  the  peace  of 
the  Pyrenees,  in  the  fucceeding  century,  between  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, a;id  Philip  the  Fourth.  Tables  were  difpofed  for  the  cour- 
tiers a'nd  nobility,  male  and  feipale  ;  that  of  the  royal  family,  under 
a  canopy,  at  one  extremity  of  the  apartment,  being  raifed  above 
the  other;  by  ai\  afcent  of  four  fieps,  compofed  of  turf.  Compa- 
nies of  thepherdelfes,  dreffed  in  cloth  of  gqld  and  fattin,  and  ha- 
bited according  to  the  drefTes  of  the  various  French  provinces, 
waited  on  the  guefls.  They  then  performed  the  da,iices  of  their 
refpe-flive  countries,  in  an  adjoining  meadow.  On  their  paflage, 
by  Water,  from  Bayonne  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bidalfoa,  the  fplendid 
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b.arges,  in  which  the  king,  the  queen-mother,  and  oth^^r  attendants 
embanked,  were  accompanied,  or  furrounded  by  marine  deities, 
lincins  and  reciting  verfes  in  honour  of  the  occafion.  The  ban- 
quet  was  terminated  by  a  "  ballet"  of  nymphs  and  fatyrs,  executed 
with  equal  delicacy  and  tafte. 

'  The  mythology  of  antiquity  was  rifled  and  exhaulied,  in  the 
niafques  and  entertainments  which  accompanied  the  nuptials  of  the 
king  of  Navarre,  in  1572.  The  impending  deftrudion  of  the 
Hugonots  at  the  maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  feemed  even  to  be 
pourtraycd  in  the  enigmatical  reprefentations  performed  before  the 
court.  It  is  difficult  to  fuppofe,  that  Catherine  of  IMedecis  could 
intend  thus  to  warn  them  of  their  danger:  it  is  equally  difficult  not 
to  admit,  that  the  application  was  fo  clear  and  obvious,  as  to  ftrike 
the  leaft  fufpicious  or  dlfcerning.  The  fcenery  reprefented  the 
Elyfian  Fields,  or  the  Paradife  of  jMofes :  for,  the  fables  of  Homer 
and  Virgil,  were  mixed,  by  a  fpecies  of  profenation,  with  the  relation 
given  in  fcripture,  of  the  garden  of  Eden.  A  river,  the  Styx, 
traverfed  the  theatre,  on  which  appeared  the  boat  of  Charon.  Be- 
hind the  Elyfium,  was  conflruded  an  *'  empyreal  heaven,"  con- 
taining within  a  piece  of  machinery,  which  had  an  orbicular  mo- 
tion, the  twelve  figns  of  the  zodiac,  the  feven  planets,  and  an  in- 
finity of  ftars.  Twelve  nymphs,  ftation^d  in  the  elyfian  fields, 
were  protefted  by  Charles  the  Ninth  and  his  two  brothers,  who  de- 
fended the  entrance,  armed  from  head  to  foot.  On  the  other  fide 
of  the  Styx,  appeared  Hell,  or  "  Tartarus,"  with  its  proper  attri- 
butes. The  king  of  Navarre,  the  prince  of  Condc,  and  the  Hu- 
gonot  nobility,  who  aflailcd  the  elyfian  fields,  were  overcome,  and 
precipitated  into  the  infernal  regions.  Mercury  and  Cupid  then 
defcended  on  the  fiage,  and  after  different  dances,  the  captives 
were  releafed.  The  reprefentation  terminated  by  fire-works,  which 
confumed  to  affies  the  whole  machinery  and  decorations.  The 
heaven  vainly  attacked  by  the  king  of  Navarre ;  the  precipitation 
of  himfelf  and  his  followers  into  hell ;  and  the  flames  which  clofed 
the  exhibition  ;  all  appeared  to  have  an  allegorical  allufion.  Four 
days  afterwards,  the  maflacre  of  Paris  took  place. 

'  JVIagnificent  as  were  the  entertainments  of  1572,  they  were  ex- 
celled by  thofe  of  the  following  year,  at  the  receptioji  of  the  Polifti 
ambafl!adors,  who  came  to  offer  the  crown  of  their  kingdom,  to 
the  duke  of  Anjou.  In  one  of  them,  the  Poles  beheld  with  plea- 
fure  and  aftonifliment,  a  prodigious  mafs  of  rock  encrurted  with 
filver,  which  was  moved  by  concealed  mechanifm.  On  the  fum- 
mit  wet'e  placed  fixteen  of  the  moft  beautiful  women  of  quality, 
emblematical  of  the  fixteen  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  France. 
After  finging,  and  repeating  fome  verfes  compofed  for  the  occafion, 
by  Ronfard  and  Dorat,  they  defcended  ;  prefented  to  the  new  mo- 
narch various  offerings  or  ;tcftimonies  of  homage ;  and  concluded 
by  performing  a  dance.     It  is   not  eafy  to  reprefent  to  ourftlves, 
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even  in  the  prel'ent  age,  any  thing  conceived  with  more  elegancr 
of  fancy.  At  the  nuptials  of  the  duke  of  Joyeufe,  which  were  ce- 
lebrated in  1 58 1,  the  queen,  Louifa,  exhibited  in  the  Louvre,  a 
"  ballet"  of  Circe  and  her  nymphs,  executed  with  incomparable 
grace,  by  the  ladies  of  the  royal  houfehold.  We  can  fcarctly  cre- 
dit, notwithflanding  the  well-known  prodigality  of  Henry  the 
Third,  and  the  teftimony  of  contemporary  writers,  that  he  ex- 
pended in  various  feftivities  and  diverfions,  on  the  above-mentioned 
marriage,  a  fum  of  not  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds.  Many  of  the  mafques,  or  dances,  given  at  court,  were 
celebrated  by  Defportes  the  poet,  who  compofed  ftanzas  for  the 
principal  chara(5ler3.  We  find  in  his  works,  the  names  of  thefe 
diverfions,  which  are  taken  ufuallv  from  fome  mvlholoo-icnl.  or 
romantic  fable.  There  is  the  malqnerade  of  the  "Chevaliers  Fi- 
deles,"  and  of  the  "  Chevaliers  Agitez."  In  another,  denominat- 
ed the  ♦'  Mafquerade  of  Vifions,"  Night  and  Morning  appear,  and 
repeat  vcrfes  in  honour  of  the  newly-married  pair.  They  are  in- 
ji;eniouSj,,  melodious,  and  full  of  grace.  Ronfard  introduces  the 
molt  fantaflic  and  ideal  beings,  or  perfonages,  in  his  mafques.  The 
four  elements,  perfonified,  come  forward  in  oiie  of  them,  to  defy 
the  four  planets,  who  accept  the  challenge.  Syrens,  and  mermaids, 
predift  the  future  defliny  of  the  French  monarchs.  Charles  the 
Ninth,  habited  one  while  as  the  fun,  and  at  another  as  Hercules,  pro- 
nounces a  cartel  to  love,  which  is  fent  by  a  dwarf.  Such  was  the 
genius  and  tafi:e  of  the  entertainments  of  that  age.'  Vol.  ii.  r,  4.28. 

Mr.  Wraxall  concludes  this  volume  by  recapitulating  the 
virtues  and  the  vices  which  difcriminated  the  fixteenth  century. 
It  is  a  difplay  calculated  to  make  us  think  with  complacency 
of  our  own  times  ;  for  few  indeed  are  the  virtues  which  re- 
deem the  licenrioufnefs  and  barbarity  every  where  pra£lifed. 
We  were  furpvifcd,  however,  at  the  following  fentence, — At 
the  head  of  the  vices  may  be  placed  ihe  practice  of  mingling  oaths 
and  imprecations  in  ordinary  difcour  je  What  !  are  unmean- 
ing v/ords,  however  unbecoming,  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  vices  which  produced  a  St.  Bartholomew.'*  Our  readers 
mull  by  this  time  be  fufficienrly  aware,  that  Mr.  Wraxall's 
\vork  abounds  with  entertainment-,  our  notice  of  the  third 
volume  we  mufl  poftpone  to  another  opportunity. 

(To  he  continued.) 

_        _— .    — _ 

Repertory  oj  Arts  and  Manuf azures,  (Continued  from    Vol 
XVI.  NcivArr.p.  138.) 

'1~^HE  remaining  contents  of  the  firft  volume  are — 

'  Improvement  on  metallic  conductors,  or  lightning-rods;  bv 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Patterfon. — Method  of  d'.filpating  the  noxious  vapour  found  in 
wells,  &c.  by   Mr.  Robinfon. — Continuation   of    M.   BerthoIIet's 
method  of  bleaching  cloths  and  thread. — Conclufion  of  Mr.  Grof- 
fart's  niethod  of  making  inftruments  of  elaftic  gum. — Specificatioi* 
of  the  earl  of  Dundonald's  patent  for  extracting  tar,  ice  from  pit- 
coal. — Specification    of    Mr.   Bell's    patent  for   his   new-invented 
buckles. — Specification  of  Mr.  Street's  patent  for  his  invention  to 
produce  an  inflammable  vapour  force. — Specification  of  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's patent  for  his   method  of  deftroyuig  colour  in  rags,  Sec. — ■ 
An  idea  of  a  fimple  inftrument  for  meafuring  diftances ;   by  James 
Peacock,  efq. — On   an    univerl'al   ftandard    of  meafure  ;    by   Mr. 
Robert  Leflle. — Account  of  the  method  of  iTiaking  Stilton  cheefe ; 
by  Mr.  John  Monk. — On  preferving  fea-water  from  putrefaction; 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Henry. — Continuation  of  M.  BerthoIIet's  method 
of  bleaching  cloths  and  thread.— On  the  manner  of  renderins;  lea- 
ther  impermeable  to  water;  by  the  chevalier  de  St.    Real. — Speci- 
fication of  Mr.  Watt's  patent  for  lelTening  the  confumption  of  ftcam 
and  fuel  in  fire-engines. — Specification  of  Mr.  Govver's  patent  for 
depurating  and   improving  animal  oil. —  Specification   of  Mr.  Bay- 
ley's  patent  for  a  machine  for  dying  handkerchiefs,  &c. — Defcrip- 
tion  of  a  patent  machine  for  com.bing  wool  ;  by  the  rev.  E.  Cart- 
wright. — Obfervations  on  making  butter,  and  on  keeping  milch- 
cows  in  the  houfe  ;  by  Mr.  Robertfon. — Defcription  of  a  propor- 
tional fcale  ;  by  Mr.  Bayiey. — Defcription  of  a  nail  and  bolt  draw- 
er ;  by  Mr.  Rich. — A  treatife  on  faltpetre,  by  James  iMafley,  efq. 
— Conclufion   of  M.  BerthoIIet's  method  of  bleaching  cloths  and 
thread. — Continuation  of  the  chevalier  de  St.   Real's  memoir  on 
rendering    leather    impermeable    to    water. — Specification  of  Mr. 
Stratton's  patent  for  his  improved  kitchen-range,  &c. — Specifica- 
tion of  Mr.  Fullarton's  patent  for  feparating  iron  from  iron-Hones, 
&:c.  and   reducing   it  into  malleable   iron. — Specification   of  Mr. 
Hoyie's  patent  for  communicating  heat  to  all  kinds  of  buildings. — 
Specification  of  Mr.  Menifti's  patent  for  making  fal  ammoniac  and 
other  falts. — Obfervations  on  keeping  milch-cows  in  the  houfe;  by 
Meflrs.  Pvcnnie,  Broun,  and  Shirretf. — Method  of  preventing  ftone 
retorts  from  breaking,  &c.   by  Mr.  Willis. — Defcription  of  three 
inftruments  for  drawing  in  perfpeftive  ;  by  James  Peacock,  efq. — - 
Continuation  of  Mr.   iMafley's  treatife  on  faltpetre. — Continuation 
of  the  chevalier  de  St.  Real's  memoir  on  rendering  leather  imper- 
meable to  water. — Obfervations  on  o.xyaenated  muriatic  acid  ;   bv 
M.  Chaptal. — Specification  of  Mr.  Braaiah's  patent  for  a  water- 
cock  upon  a  new  conftruftion. — Specification  of  Mr.  Wilkinfon's 
patent  for  his  method  of  making  caft  iron,  &c. — Specification  of 
Mr.  Ward's  patent  for  his   method  of  changing  fmoke  or  vapour 
into  ufeful  materials. — Letter  from   William    Pitt,  efq.  on  faving 
part  of  the  water  commonly  expended  in  canal  lockage. — Defcrip- 
tion of  a  telegraph ;  by  T.  N.  efq, — Defcription  of  a  tide  wheel  ; 

bv 


3y2  Repertory  of  Jrts  and  Afanufa^ures. 

by  Mr.  Robert  Leflie.  — Account  of  the  method  of  curing  butter 
at  Udny,  &c.  by  Dr.  Anderfon. — Conckifion  of  Mr.  Mafley's 
treatife  on  ialtpetre. — Conckifion  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  Real's 
memoir  on  rendering  leather  impermeable  to  water. — Conclufion 
of  M.  Chaptal's  obfervations  on  oxygenated  muriatic  acid.'  Vol. 
i.  r.  iv. 

The  fecond  volume  commences  with  a  patent  granted  to 
Mr.  John  Donaldfon,  for  his  new  method  of  preferving  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  fubflances. — This  operation  is  not  founded 
on  the  addition  of  fubftances  not  animal  or  vegetable;  but  the 
farinaceous  vegetable  principle  is  merely  proportioned  to  the 
coagulative  or  mucilaginous  one.  Let  the  fubftance  to  be 
preferved,  for  example,  be  a  carrot  or  turnip,  which  are  of  a 
watery  or  dcliquefcent  nature;  in  this  cafe  the  preferving 
matter  may  be  compounded  of  vi'heat  or  barley  meal,  with  a 
folutioa  of  any  gum  or  vegetable  m.ucilage.  'fhe  fubftances 
may  either  be  preferved  in  a  raw^  ftate^  or  previoufly  boiled, 
or  otherwife  dreffed,  as  occafion  requires.  When  the  ingrcr 
clients  arc  properly  mixed,  they  are  to  be  dried  ]^ks  malt,  and 
clofely  packed. 

II.  Patent  of  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  for  z  difcovery  or  inven- 
tion, communicated  to  him  by  Francis  Bailey,  of  Philadel- 
phia, of  a  method  of  making  punches  for  marking,  which 
cannot  be  counterfeited. — As  there  is  an  infinite  variety  in  all 
the  works  of  nature,  any  brittle  fubftance,  broken  into  two 
parts,  will  exhibit  certain  irregular  figures,  which,  in  infinite 
repetitions  of  the  experiment,  will  never  be  exa£lly  imitated. 
^Dmall  bars  of  fheel,  drawn  to  the  proper  fize  of  the  punch 
required,  and  then  broken  off,  will,  without  more  prepara- 
tion, form  a  punch,  to  punch  or  ftamp  matrices  for  types  for 
devices,  which  cannot  be  exa£lly  imitated  fo  as  to  deceive  on 
a  careful  infpedtion.  Art  may  be  combined  with  nature,  fo 
as  to  render  the  device  more  ftriking  or  pleafing  to  the  eye. 

III.  Patent  of  Mr.  Samuel  Pugh,  for  his  new-invented 
method  of  preparing  oils,  for  the  making  and  manufacluring 
of  hard  foap,  with  or  without  tallow,  or  any  other  gieafe,  or 
rofin,  at  much  lefs  price  than  the  method  now  in  ufe. — Pow- 
dered lime  is  to  be  mixed  with  any  kind  of  oil,  till  it  is  of  the 
confidence  of  thick  cream,  when  the  mixture  is  to  be  ground 
in  a  mill  fuch  as  is  ufed  lor  the  blinding  of  white  lead.  Put 
fome  of  this  mixture  into  an  iron  pan,  but  not  mere  than  will 
all  it  one  eighth  part,  then  add  the  fame  quantity  of  oil,  and 
ilir  them  well  together.  Make  a  tolerably  brilk  fire,  taking 
particular  care  to  IHr  the  mixture  to  the  bottom,  to  prevent  it 
from  flicking.  h\  the  courfe  of  the  procefs,  move  oil  muft 
be  added.     A  mixture  is  at  length  formed,  of  the  CQufiftence 
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of  wax,  and  which  is  adapted  to  make  hard  foap.  It  is  alfo 
prefumedy  that  it  may  be  applied  for  any  ornamental  figures, 
inftead  of  wax.  In  oider  to  form  it  into  foap,  it  may  be 
mixed  with  more  oil,  or  with  greafe,  tallow,  rofin,  S:c. 
and  it  will  combine  with  an  alkaline  ley  of  any  degree  of 
ftrength. 

IV.  Patent  of  Mr.  George  Hodfon,  of  Chefler,  for  his  new. 
method  of  feparating  the  foffil  alkali  from  the  muriatic  acid,- 
as  it  exifts  in  common  fait ;  and  alfo  of  feparating  the  foffif 
alkali  from  the  common  fait,  as  it  exifts  in  kelp.  With  a' 
plate.— In  order  to  extracSl  the  alkali  from  common  fait,  he 
mixes,  with  a  ton  of  the  fait,  fix  teen  bufhels  of  fmall-coal,  or 
charcoal.  The  whole  mafs  is  expofed  to  the  aftiou  of  a  re- 
verberating furnace,  where  it  muft  remain  cue  hour,  after 
it  has  been  in  a  flate  of  fufion.  The  fubftance  drawn  out 
mull  be  refined,  by  forming  a  lixivium,  and  evaporating  to 
drynefs.  To  extra£l  the  alkali  from  the  common  fair,  as  it 
exifts  in  kelp,  a  ton  of  kelp  mufh  be  broken  into  fmall  lumps, 
and  mixed  v/ith  ten  buTnels  of  cjiarcoal,  or  fmal!-coai.  The 
rationale  of  this  procefs  is  very  fimple  ;  the  acid  of  the  com- 
mon fait  is  feparated,  and  diffipated  by  means  of  the  coaly 
matter,  while  the  alkali  rem.ains  behind,  mixed  with  the  refi- 
duum  of  the  inflammable  matter  employed. 

V.  Defcription  of  a  fpring  llaple,  to  prevent  horfes  from 
being  caft  in  the  halter ;  in  a  letter  to  the  editors. — This 
feems  to  be  a  very  good  contrivance,  but  cannot  be  explained 
without  the  annexed  plate. 

VI.  Defcription  of  an  improvement  in  cattle  rmlls,  parti- 
cularly intended  for  thofe  which  move  carding  machines ;  in 
a  letter  to  the  editors. — The  object  of  this  improvement  is  to 
prevent  the  bad  effefts  v/hich  fometimes  happen  wheii  the 
cattle  happen  to  go  backward.  It  does  not  admit  of  defcrip- 
tion without  the  annexed  plate. 

VII.  Method  of  bringing  boats  from  one  canal  into  an- 
other, of  different  heights,  without  the  afTiffance  of  water- 
locks.  With  a  plate.  From  the  general  view  of  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  county  of  Aberdeen  ;  drawn  up,  for  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  by  James  Anderfon, 
L.  L.  D.  &c. — This  machine  cannot  be  defcribed  without  the 
affiftance  of  the  plate. 

VIII.  Defcription  of  a  furnace,  or  evaporator,  for  drying 
various  kinds  of  falts  and  other  fubftances  \  by  Mr.  Henry 
Browne,  of  Derby.  With  a  plate. — We  are  aflured  by  Mr. 
Browne,  that  there  are  feveral  advantages  in  this  furnace  \ 
that  the  quantity  of  fuel  is  lefs ;  that  lefs  attendance  is  re- 
quired than  for  boilers  in  general  ;  and  that  neither  the  ope- 
rator, nor  the  neighbourhood,  is  annoyed.  The  greateft  ad- 
vantage. 
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vantage,  however,  which  it  pofleiles,  ip,  that  the  atmofphere 
is  rendered  of  an  equal  heat  with  the  liquor  :  by  which  means 
evaporation  is  vailiy  accelerated.  The  gold  medal  of  the 
Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Arts,  M an u failures,  and 
Commerce,  was  voted  to  Mr.  Browne  for  this  invention. 

IX.  Confulerations  relative  to  the  nature  of  wool,  filk,  and 
cotton,  as  objefls  of  the  art  of  dying,  hz.  kc.  By  Mr. 
Thomas  Henry,  F.  R.  S.  From  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary 
and  Philofophicai  Society  of  Mancheller. — This  paper  con- 
tains many  judicious  obfervations  on  the  art  of  dying. 

X.  Memoir  on  the  purification  of  corrupted  water.  Read 
at  the  Economical  Society  of  Petcrfburgh  ;  by  Mr.  Lowitz. 

♦  In  tl)e  bil  experiments  I  made  on  this  fubjecl:,  I  found  that  fi\- 
drachms  of  powdered  charcoal  were  fufficient  to  deprive  three  pints 
of  water  of  its  bad  fmell,  and  to  render  it  perfeftiv  clear,  provided,  at 
the  fame  rime,  twenty-four  drops  of  vitriolic  acid  were  added ;  in  this 
way,  therefore,  one  calk  of  powdered  charcoal  would  be  fufficient  to 
purify  thirty-four  calhs  of  corrupted  water.  Thefe  experiments, 
howevfr,  muft  be  confiderrd  as  liable  to  fome  variation;  for,  in 
order  to  obtain  eft'efts  equal  to  thofe  I  have  related,  the  charcoal- 
powder  muft  be  prepared  with  the  greateft  care;  it  mufl  alfo  he 
obferved,  that  though  the  above  fmall  quantity  was  found  fufficient 
to  deprive  the  water  entirely  of  its  bad  fmell,  and  to  render  it  verv 
clear,  a  larger  quantity  will  be  required  to  deprive  it  of  its  bad  tafte/ 
Vol.  ii.  r.  70. 

XI.  Patent  granted  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Bramah,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Dickinfon,  for  their  new  improved  engine,  or  ma- 
chine, on  a  rotative  principle.     With  three  plates. 

XII.  Patent  of  Mr.  Francis  Frederick  Eckhardt,  of  Sloane- 
ftreet,  Chelfea;  for  his  m.ethod  of  preparing  cotton,  and 
linen  cloths,  with  a  pafte,  fo  as  to  form  a  fmooth  and  regular  ' 
furface,  and  yet  leave  the  cloth  of  a  pliable  quality,  for  the 
purpofe  of  receiving  a  coat  of  water  fize  colours  ;  upon  which 
are  after-wards  printed,  ornaments  in  fine  filver,  and  gold,  or 
colours,  in  different  patterns,  fo  as  to  refemble  damafk  iace, 
and  various  filk  (luffs  j  which  being  afterwards  varnHhed, 
may  be  wafhed  with  water  without  injury;  to  be  ufed  for 
hangings,  and  other  furniture  for  rooms. — A  pafte  is  to  be 
prepared  with  Hour,  ftarch,  or  any  of  the  ingredients  with 
which  paile  is  or  can  be'made,  with  water  or  milk  :  when 
the  pafte  is  made,  mix  with  it  a  fufficient  quantity  of  wax,  fo 
as  to  preferve  the  linen,  cotton,  or  cloth,  intended  to  be  ufed, 
of  a  pliant  or  flexible  quality.  7"hen  llrain  the  linen,  cotton, 
or  cloth,  upon  a  frame,  and  fill  the  pores  or  interftices  with 
the  above  paile  or  compofition  ;  'this  is  to  be  done  fo  as  to 
render  the  furface  as  fmooth  as  poffible.     When  the  linen  or 
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clotla  is  completely  dry,  lay  on  a  proper  coat  of  water  colours, 
mixed  with  gum  or  fize,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  colour 
intended  to  be  ufed  j  this  being  dry,  mud  be  well  fized  over; 
and,  when  again  dry,  varniflied  over  with  any  of  the  various 
forts  of  varniih  which  will  refill  water,  as  often  as  it  fliail  be 
found  neceifary,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  colour  ufed. 
If  it  fliould  be  wifhed  that  ornaments  in  filver,'  gold,  or  co- 
lours, to  refemble  damafk  lace,  or  any  of  the  various  filk 
fluffs,  fhould  be  printed  upon  the  linen  or  cloth,  then,  after 
the  coat  of  water  colours  has  been  laid  on,  and  is  dry, 
gold  fize,  or  any  of  the  other  compofitions  that  will  anfwer 
the  fame'purpofe,  mud  be  laid,  with  a  printing  block  or  abrulh, 
en  thofc  parts  of  the  linen  or  cloth  upon  which  the  ornaments 
are  intended  to  be  placed.  Before  the  fize  ot  compofition  i^ 
completdy  dry,  gild  or  filver  it  with  gold  or  filver  leaves,  fo  as 
to  defcribe  the  ornaments:  this  being  done,  fize  it  over  once 
or  twice,  as  occafion  may  require ;  and  when  thoroughly  dry, 
varniih  it  over  with  any  of  the  varniflies,  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned. 

XIII.  Patent  of  Mr.  Eckhardl,  for  his  method  of  preparing 
paper  in  nearly  a  fimilar  manner. 

XIV.  Defcription  of  a  fhort  pendulum  to  vibrate  fecondsi 
and  of  a  nautical  v^atch.  Extracted  from  the  fpecification  of 
3  patent  granted  tp  Mr.  Robert  Leflie,  for  lundry  improve- 
ments in  clocks  and  watches.     With  a  plate.  ' 

XV.  Of  the  gut-tie  in  cxeVi  and  calves,  with  its  cure,  and  the 
method  of  preventing  it  in  the  caftration  of  calves.  From- the 
genera!  View  of  the  Agriculture  of  the  County  of  Hereford  ^ 
drawn  up  for  the  confideration  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
by  Mr.  John  Clark,'  oP  Builth,  Brecon (liire.— The  real  author 
of  the  ufeful  obfervations  contained  in  this  paper,  is  A-Ir. 
Jofeph  Harris. 

*  The  fymptoms  of  the  gut-tie  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  an  in- 
curable colic,  volvulus^  or  mortification  of  the  bowels.  The- bead 
affected  with  this  complaint  vvil!  kick  at  its  belly,  lie  down,  and 
groan ;  it  has  alfo  a  total  ftoppage  in  its  bowels,  (except  blood  and 
mucus,  which  it  will  void  in  large  quantities,)  and  a  violent  itvtVy 
Sec.  To  diftinguidi,  with  certainty,  the  gut-tie  from  the  colic, 
&-C.  the  hand  and  arm  of  the  operator  muit  be  oiled,  and  introdu- 
ced into  the  anus,  through  the  reftum,  beyond  the  os  pubis,  turn- 
ing the  hand  down  to  the  tranfverfe  and  oblique  mulcles,  wherft 
the  vefiek  of  the  tefticles  enter  the  abdomen.  There  the  ftring 
will  be  found  unite<i  to  tlie  n)iifcles,  and  iseyfilv  traced  to  the  firic- 
tare,   by  the  hand,  with"»nt  pain  to  the  beall. 

'  This  ftrifture,  or  oa^-tie,  as  it  is  called,  is  occafioned  by  an 
erroneous  method  of  tailrating  the  calves,  which  the  breeders  prac- 
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tife  throughout  Hereford fh ire,  and  is  as  follows :  they  open  th<^ 
fcrotum,  take  hold  of  the  teliicles  with  their  teeth,  and  tear  them 
out  with  violence  ;  by  which  means  all  the  vefTels  thereto  belonging 
arc  ruptured.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  lOO. 

No  humane  perfon  can  read  the  above  account  of  the  me- 
thod of  performing  an  operation  rendered  neceffary  by  the 
luxury  of  man,  without  a  degree  of  horror.  Mr.  Harris 
very  properly  recommends  dividing  the  fpermatic  velTels,  and 
then  tying  them  with  thread  or  filk,  or  fearing  them  with  a 
hot  iron.  From  a  confideratlon  of  the  method  found  to  be 
mofl  fuccefsful  in  the  human  fubjecl,  we  would  recommend 
tying  the  veflels  before  they  are  divided,  a  little  above  the 
place  of  uivifion.  There  is  no  occafion  to  draw  the  thread 
with  any  violence  ;  and  care  fhould  be  taken  that  it  be  feveral 
times  doubled.  By  attending  to  thefe  circumflances,  tl>e  ope- 
ration may  be  rendered  perfe£tly  fafe,  and  the  gut-tie  pre^ 
vented.  Mr.  Harris  defcribes  an  operation  for  relieving  the 
animal,  after  the  fymptoms  of  the  gat-tie  have  come  on. 
With  this,  we  fh  all  not  prefent  cur  readers,  from  a  perfuafion 
that  it  is  not  fufficiently  full  and  complete  to  enable  any  per- 
fon to  perform  the  operation  in  queftion.  The  public  are 
certainly  indebted  to  Mr.  Harris  for  v/hat  he  has  already 
communicated  J  but  before  they  can  ha-ve  the  full  benefit  from 
his  difcovery,  which  we  do  not  doubt  he  is  defirous  that  they 
fhould  receive,  the  operation  muft  be  defcribed  more  in  de- 
tail. 

XVI.  On  the  converfion  of  animal  mufcle  into  a  fubfiance 
much  refembling  fpermaceti.  By  George  Smith  Gibbes,  B.  A, 
of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford.  Fram  the  Tranfatlions  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

The  obfervations  of  Mr.  Gibbes  are  conne6led  with  fome 
which  were  previoufly  made  at  Paris. 

*  If  you  put  flelh  under  water,  and  let  it  flay  fome  time,  it  will 
get  very  offenfive,  and  the  putrefadive  fermehtation  will,  in  fome 
n)eafure,  mofl;  affuredly  take  place.  This  feems  to  have  been  the 
rfeafon  why  the  fubftance  remaining  in  the  water  had  not  been  more 
accurately  examined  ;  it  being  imagined  that,  as  this  decompoiition 
had  commenced,  the  whole  would  be  changed  in  the  fame  manner. 
It  would  appear  lirange  if  the  fame  fubftance,  expofed  to  the  a<5tion 
of  two  fuch  different  bodies  as  air  and  water,  fhould  undergo  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  change.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  io6. 

Mr.  Gibbes  mentions,  that  he  has  obtained  a  fubfiance, 
equal  in  every  refpe£l  to  fpermaceti,  from  flefh  which  has 
been  expofed  to  the  atlion  of  water,  particularly  of  a  Jiream 
of  it,  by  vv'hich  the  change  feems  to  be  both  fooner,  and  more 
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e}Te(51ualIy  produced.  We  have  feen  foine  of  the  fubftance 
obtained  by  Mr.  Gibbes  j  and  it  feemed  to  pofTefs  all  the  ob- 
vious properties  of  fpermaceri.  It  niay  be  readily  fuppofed, 
that  the  fubllance,  when  firft  obtained  from  the  femi-putrid 
animal  matter,  is  in  a  very  impure  (late.  Mr.  Gibbes  found 
great  difficulty  in  purifying  it,  but  at  laft  obtained  the  defired 
end,  by  means  of  nitrous  acid.  This  article  contains  a  cu- 
rious circumftance,  which,  we  believ^  firft  fell  under  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Mr.  Gibbes,  and  which  promifes  to  throw  light 
on  the  nature  of  this  change. 

'  I  have  brought  about  this  change  in  a  much  fliorter  time,  in  the 
following  manner  :  I  took  three  lean  pieces  of  mutton,  and  poured 
on  them  the  three  mineral  acids,  and  I  perceived  that  at  the  end  of 
three  days  each  was  much  altered  ;  that  in  the  nitrous  acid  was 
much  foftened,  and,  on  feparating  the  acid  from  it,  I  foilnd  it  to  be 
in  exadlv  the  fame  ftate  with  that  which  I  had  before  eot  from  the 
water;  that  in  the  muriatic  acid  was  not  in  that  time  fo  much  al- 
tered ;  the   vitriolic  acid  had  turned   the    other  black.'     Vol.  ii. 
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XV' II.  On  the  dry  rot  in  timber.  In  a  letter  from  Thomas 
Batfon,  efq.  of  Lirnehoufe,  to  the  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Arts,  Manufa£luresj  and  Commerce  j  from  whofe 
Tranfa(Slions  It  is  extradted. 

XVIII.  Continuationof  Mr.  Henry's  confiderations  relative 
to  the  nature  of  wool,  filk,  and  cotton,  as  objed:s  of  the  art 
of  dying,  &c.  &c. 

XIX.  On  the  method  of  making  alum  by  the  dire(£l  com- 
bination of  its  conftituent  principles.  By  M.  Chaptal,  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Montpelier. 

M.  Chaptal  begins  by  obferving,  that  it  cannot  anfwer  to 
make  alum  by  combining  the  vitriolic  acid  in  its  ordinary  ftate 
with  clay.  His  method  Is,  to  expofe  clay  to  the  vapours 
produced  by  burning  fu.'phur  and  nitre  in  doled  rooms,  in  the 
fame  procefs  as  that  employed  for  making  vitriolic  acid.  In 
fpeaking  of  the  flrufture  of  the  room  in  which  this  opei-ation 
may  be  performed,  he  obferves,  that  a  lining  of  lead  is  very 
proper,  as  It  is  very  little  affected  by  the  vitriolic  acid.  But 
lead  is  heavy  and  expenfive,  and  for  thefe  reafons,  not  very 
eligible  for  large  eftablifhments.  Thefe  confiderations  prom.pt- 
ed  him  to  feek  for  fome  kind  of  cement  whi:h  Ihouid  not  be 
fenfibly  aftcd  on  by  the  acid  in  a  Hate  of  vapour  ;  which 
fhould  not  grow  foft  by  a  heat  from  122  to  144!  of  Faren- 
heit's  thermometer  ;  and  wliich  fliould  be  fo  fmooth,  that  no 
cracks  or  crevices  (hould  appear  in  it  after  being  laid  on.  To 
fulfil  all  thefe  condtions,  was  no  eafy  talk  j  but  after  a  num- 
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ber  of  trials  he  found  that  cqunl  parts  of  wax,  turpentine,  and 
rofm,  anfwered  very  well.  The  only  fault  which  he  found 
in  it  was,  that  it  was  rather  too  eafily  afFe6led  by  heat  ;  but 
this  inconvenience  may  be  avoided  by  burning  the  compofition 
on  the  outfide  of  the  room,  and  managing  it  fo  that  the  heat 
fhall  never  exceed  133  degrees  of  Favenheit's  thermometer^ 
M.  Chaptal  had  a  large  room  built  withouc  a  fingle  nail ;  the 
roof  is  formed  of  wood,  covered  on  both  fides  with  his  ce- 
ment, which  protects  the  wood  from  being  afFedled  by  the 
changes  of  the  atmofphere,  and  prevents  it  from  warping, 
which  would  occafion  cracks,  and  defeat  the  whole  defign. 

XX.  Patent  granted  to  Mr.  John  Daniel  Belfour,  of  ElG- 
neur,  Denmark  ;  for  his  new  invented  machine  for  making 
and  manufa£luring  ropes  and  cordage.     With  three  plates. 

XXI.  Patent  granted  to  Mr.  William  Jayne,  of  Sheffield 
in  the  county  of  York,  confectioner  j  for  his  invention  of  a 
compofition,  or  mixture,  for  keeping  and  preferving  perfe6tly 
found,  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  at  the  leafi:,  the  eggs  of 
hens,  turkeys,  geefe,  and  ducks.  —  Put  into  a  tub  or  vefTel 
one,  bufhel,  Winchefter  meafure,  of  quick-lime,  thirty-two 
ounces  of  fait,  eii-ht  ounces  of  cream  of  tartar  ;  and  mix  the 
fame  together,  with  as  much  water  as  vi'ill  make  them  of  fuch 
a  confiiience  that  it  will  caufe  an  egg,  put  into  the  mixture, 
to  fwim  with  its  top  ju(l  above  the  furface  ;  then  put  and  keep 
the  eggs  therein,  which  will  preferve  them  perfeCily  found  for 
the  fpace  of  two  years  at  leaft. 

XXII.  Patent  granted  to  George  Glenny,  for  his  method 
of  obtaining  from  wood  afhes,  a  greater  quantity  than  ufual 
of  pot  and  pearl  afhes. — The  common  afhes  produced  by 
burning  wood  rnuft  be  completely  calcined  in  a  furnace  j  and, 
if  a  fmall  proportion  of  lime  is  fifted  among  the  wood 
afhes,  before  they  are  put  into  the  calcining  furnace,  it  will 
prevent  them  from  vitrifying  ;  but  if  they  are  at  times  ftirred 
with  an  iron  rake,  or  other  proper  inftrument,  daring  the 
procefs  of  calcination,  that  will  have  the  fame  effeft  as  adding 
the  lime.  When  the  afhes  are  calcined  into  a  fine  powder, 
the  ufual  method  may  be  purfued;  but  it  is  better  to  boil 
them  in  large  veHels,  efpeciaiiy  in  frofty  vi'eather. 

XXIII.  Defcription  of  a  fea  gage,  for  the  purpofc  of  found- 
ing in  currents,  and  great  depths  of  water.  By  John  Char- 
nock,  efq.  With  a  plate. — The  invention  of  this  machine 
evinces  i'.igenuity  :  but  wc  very  much  doubt  its  utility  in 
pra£lice. 

[To  he  continued.) 
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Tivejtty  Sermons  on  various  Subjetls^  preached  at  j^lhaUovJS  en 
the  IValL     By   the  Rev.    Wiuiam    Draper ^  Leffurer  of  the 
J  a  id  Churchy  and  late   Curate   of  the   new  Churchy  IVolvcr- 
hampton.     Svo.     6s.  Boards.     Richardlbn.      1796. 

'T^'HE  difcourfes  here  offered  to  the  perufal  of  the  public, 
^  were,  we  underftand,  well  received  when  delivered  from 
the  pulpit.  They  are  plain  and  practical,  with  more  neatnefs 
of  compofition  than,  in  general,  occurs.  As  a  proof  of  this 
afiertion,  we  infert  an  extract  from  the  Qth  fcrmpn.  The 
text  is  Ifaiah  xxix,  13. 

'  To  enable  us  to  judge  whether  we  poHefs  this  real  religion  o^ 
the  heart,  it  will  be  uletul  to  enquire,  wiih  what  views  we  approach 
the  houfe  of  God  ;  how  and  with  what  fpirit  we  perform  the  fer- 
vices  which  he  hath  ordained  ;  and  what  are  their  effefts  upon  our 
life  and  condu6l.  Do  we  come  to  this  facred  place,  under  a  flrong 
fenfe  of  our  own  unworthinefs  ;  with  a  real  intention  to  conftrfs  our 
fin,  and  earneftly  plead  for  mercy  at  the  throne  of  God  ?  Do  we 
reflect  that  we  have  a  folemn  duty  to  perform,  an  important  end  to 
obtain  ?  Are  we  fo  fully  convinced  of  our  entire  dependence  on  the 
author  of  our  exigence,  as  to  feel  the  neceffity  of  coming  con- 
ftantly  to  him,  as  to  the  giver  of  every  temporal  and  fpiritual  biefl- 
ing  r  Have  we  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  unfpeakable  goodnefs,  fuch  a 
value  for  his  ineflimable  gifts,  and  fuch  animated  gratitude  to  the 
all-bountiful  donor,  as  to  be  ardently  anxious  to  pay  our  public 
praife,  and  join  in  the  thankfgivings  of  his  alTembled  people  ?  Have 
we  that  high  and  juft  eftimation  of  divine  fervice,  which  incites  us 
to  prepare  with  alacrity  for  its  performance,  and  not  futfer  any  tri- 
fling obftacle  to  deprive  us  of  the  happy  occafion  of  paying  our 
vows  before  him  ?  And  if  any  unforefeen  circumiirance  unavoida- 
bly prevents  our  attendance  on  divine  worfliip,  do  we  confider  the 
omifTion  as  a  fenfible  lofs  r  When  engaged  in  the  refponfcs,  do  we 
adopt  as  our  own  the  words  which  we  utter  with  our  lips  ?  Do  vve 
endeavour  to  check  our  wandering  thoughts,  and  fix  them  on  the 
facred  exercifes  in  which  we  are  engaged  ?  Do  we  rettirn  from  the 
church  of  Chrift  under  a  ftrong  {enk,  that  to  be  his  difciples,  we 
muft  not  be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  transformed  in  the  image 
of  our  mind  ?  And  do  we  frequently  retire  to  irieditate  how  we  fhall 
reduce  to  praftice  the  precepts  of  holy  infirxiftion  we  have  imbib- 
ed ?  Are  we  infpired  with  new  refolutions  of  obedience  to  the  di- 
vine will  ;  and  determined  on  earneftly  endeavouring  to  preferve 
ourfelves  from  fin,  and  even  to  avoid  temptation?  Ati  honeft  an- 
fwer  to  thefe  enquiries  will  enable  us  to  judge,  u'hether  we  have 
really  furrendered  the  heart  to  God,  and  by  our  religious  duties  re- 
newed our  ftrength  ;  or  whether  we  rcir,ain  in  the  dreadful  fituatiori 
of  mere  nominal  Chriifians,  calling  upon  God  only  with  the  miCUth, 
and  honouring  him  merely  with  the  lipi:.'      p.  166. 

D  d  2  Ol'fervaticns 
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Oblcrvatlcns  made  In  a  "Journey  tki-ou^h  the  PVejiern  Counties  of 
Scotland s  in  the  Autumn  of  l']<^lt  relating  to  the  Sceneryr 
Antiquities,  Cujloms,  Afanners,  Population^  Af/icuhuref 
ManufaSlures^  Commerce,  Political  Condition,  and  Litera- 
ture of  the  fe  Parts.  Bv  Robert  Heron.  2  Fob.  %vo.  I2'"- 
Boards.     Ycxnox  and  }loo(\.     1793. 

'■p'HESE  obfervations  are  the  fruits  of  a  tour  which  the  au- 
■*  thor  made  in  the  autumn  of  1792,  through  the  mod  cul- 
tivated as  v/ell  as  the  moft  pifturefque  dill:ri£ts  of  Scotland. 
His  route  was  from  Edinburgh,  where  he  refides,  to  Perth. 
For  this  part  of  his  excurfion  he  took  the  flage ;  for,  having 
before  travelled  that  way  on  horfeback,  he  was  curious,  he 
tells  us,  to  obferve  the  fingular  oddities  of  charadler  which  he 
expelled  to  meet  with  in  a  public  vehicle,  and  feems  to  have 
been  rather  difnppointed  when,  inftead  of  the  lofty  ftrange- 
nefs  and  airs  of  afFedled  fuperiorlty  which  he  expedled,  he 
found  his  companions  agreeable  people,  without  any.  airs  or 
Angularities  whatever.  At  Perth  he  flayed  till  the  beginning 
of  Odlober,  and  proceeded  on  horfeback  (certainly  late  in  the 
feafon  foratourift, — and  3  rainy  feafon  it  proved  too)  toDun- 
keld  Blair,  and  fo  on  through  the  highland  fcenery  to  Inve- 
rary,  and  thence  to  Dumbarton  and  Glafgow,  making  what 
is  called  the  Little  Highland  tour.  From  Glafgow  proceed- 
ing fouthward  through  Lanerkfhire  and  Dumfries,  he  vifited 
the  Galloways,  and  returned  along  the  weftern  coaft  by  Air 
and  Irvine  to  Glafgow.  From  thence  he  returned  to  Perth 
and  Edinburgh,  crolling  the  water  between  Kinghorn  and 
Leith. 

Mr.  Heron's  character,  as  a  tourift,  he  gives  himfelf  with 
much  ingenuoufiiefs  in  the  following  words — 

'  I  was  neither  a  feritimental,  an  a^ricultura!.  a  commercial,  a 
Tirtuofo,  nor  an  antiquarian  traveller  ;  but  a  fovt  of  compound  of 
sll  thefe.  Every  clafs  of  objefts,  and  almoft  every  objed  had 
more  or  lefs  of  my  attention.  Only,  I  believe,  it  might  have  been 
better,  if  J  liad  been  either  more  a  mere  matter  of  fa6t  man,  or  a 
more  vigorous  thinker.'     Vol.  i.  p.  6. 

It  is  indeed  true  that  this  tour  is  made  a  veliicle  for  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  author  on  all  kinds  of  fubjecfs,  religions,  poli- 
tical, and  ceeonomical ;  the  traveller  o-ften  ftands  llill,  while 
the  fpeculatifb  diflerts  •,  his  obfervations  are  in  general  jufl» 
but  they  are  extended  into  too  great  minutenefs,  and  give 
evident  figns  of  a  young  traveller,  for  every  thing  feems  new 
to  him.  We  difcern  a  laudable  plealure  and  pride^  which  he 
takes  in  the  improvements  of  his  country,  and  every  thing 
appears  to  him  en  beau.     The  motto  he  hias  chofen, 
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Sed  neque  Medorum  fylvx,  ditiflima  terra, 

Nee  piilcher  Ganges,  atque  auro  turbidus  Hermus, 

Laudibus  Italiae  ceitent. — — 

O  fortunatos  nirnium,  fua  fi  bona  norint  I  ViP,  G. 

will  probably  provoke  a  fmile  from  many  an  inhabitant  of 
South  Britain,  as  applied  to  the  northern  part  of  it  \  yet  it 
mufl  be  remembered,  an  Italian  would  equally  laugh  at  either 
of  them  for  fuch  an  appropriation.  If,  however,  the  author's 
country  may  have  expofed  him  to  fome  partialities^  the  reader 
will  perceive  he  has  in  many  places  the  advantage  of  a  more 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  interior  of  the  country  and  its 
inhabitants,  than  any  but  a  native  could  eafily  enjoy. 

Perth  attracts  a  large  fliare  of  the  author's  attention.  The. 
centre  of  the  reformation  formerly,  it  has  ever  fince  been  di- 
itinguifhed  by  the  zeal  and  religious  ftri<£lnefs  of  the  different 
fects,  and  has  likewife,  of  late,  partaken  largely  of  the  demo- 
cratic fpirit  which  gave  fo  great  an  alarm  in  Scotland  not 
long  ago. 

The  following  remarks  on  itinerant  pedlars  exhibit  them 
in  a  light  in  which  they  are  not  ufually  confidered.  Many  of 
thefe  came  from  Perth  and  its  vicinity,  and  after  fpending  the 
early  part  of  their  life  in  travelling,  fettled  in  the  town  as 
fliopkeepers,  with  the  capital  they  had  gained. 

'  And  here, — if  I  may  be  allov>'ed  to  nffume,  for  a  moment,  the 
clonk,  or  hood  at  leaft,  of  a  commercial  philofopher,— I  am  in- 
duced to  obferve,  that  chapmen  or  pedlars,  are  the  great  civiHzers 
of  countries  and  nations.  We  learn  from  Csefiir  and  other  Roman 
writers,  that  the  travelling  merchants  who  frequented  Ganl  and 
other  barbarous  countries,  either  newly  conquered  by  the  Roman 
arms,  or  bordering  on  the  Roman  conquefts,  were  ever  the  firft  to 
make  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries  familiarly  acquainted  with 
the  Roman  modes  of  life,  and  to  infpire  them  with  an  inclination 
to  follow  Roman  fafliions,  and  to  enjoy  Roman  conveniences.  In 
North  America,  travelling  merchants  from  the  fettlements  hav<s  done 
and  continue  to  do  much  more  towards  civilizing  the  Indian  na- 
tives, than  all  the  miflionaries,  Papift  or  Proteftant,  who  liave  ever 
been  fent  among  them.  There  is  re<:fon  to  expeft,  that  much  may 
be  equally  done  for  the  civilization  of  the  natives  of  New  Hol- 
land, by  chapmen  travelling,  with  fuitable  wares  from  our  new 
formed  fettlements  at  Botany -Bay. 

'  Nothing  can  be  more  natural,  than  that  thefe  thineis  fliould  fo 
happen.  A  rude  people  will  hardly  go  in  fearch  of  commodities 
of  which  they  know  not  the  names,  the  nature,  or  the  value,  and 
which  they  have  little,  if  any  money  to  pUrchafe.  Yet,  when 
fuch  commodities  are  brought  among  them,  expofed  to  theii-  view, 
and  recommended  as  fafliionable  or  ufeful ;  they  feldom  faiHo  take 
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a  fancy  for  tliem,  and  will  often  give  in  exchange  any  thing  of 
however  eliential  utility,  that  tliey  already  pnflefs.  They  learn  to 
labour,  that  they  may  have  means  with  vviiich  to  purchafe  thofe 
foreign  commodities. — They  learn  todifdain  theufeof  thofe  coarfe 
clothes,  or  rudeutenfils  with  which  thev  were  bef;)re  content.  And 
with  the  new  conveniencies,  they  infenfibly  adept  that  improved 
fyflem  of  manners  to  which  fuch  conveniencies  properly  cone- 
fpond.  In  the  fi:age  of  the  progrefs  of  fociety  in  which  this  change 
is  begun,  no  fuch  alteration  could  poffibly  take  place,  without  the 
intervention  of  chapmen  or  pedlars. 

'  It  is  farther  to  be  obfcrvcd,  for  the  credit  of  this  n-iOft  nfeful 
clafs  of  men,  that  they  commonly  contribute,  by  their  perfonal 
manners  no  iefs  than  by  the  fale  of  their  wares,  to  the  refinement 
of  the  people  among  whom  thc-y  travel.  Their  dealings  form  them 
to  great  quickners  of  wit,  and  acutcnefs  of  judgment.  Having 
conft:mt  occafion  to  recommend  thenifelves  and  their  goods,  they 
acquire  habits  of  the  moft  obliging  attention,  and  the  mofl  infinu- 
ating  addrefs.  As,  in  their  peregrinations,  they  have  opportunity 
of  contemplating  the  manners  of  various  men  and  various  cities  ; 
they  become  eminently  fkilled  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world.  As 
they  wandfer,  each  alone,  through  thinly  inhabited  diftrifts,  they 
form  habits  of  reflexion,  and  of  fublime  contemplation.  With  all 
thefe  qualifications,  no  wonder,  thnt  they  fhoidd  often  be,  in  re- 
mote parts  ^of  the  country,  the  beft  mirrors  of  fafliion,  and  cen- 
fors  of  manners ;  and  fhould  contribute  much  to  polifh  the  rough- 
nefs,  and  foiten  the  rullicity  of  our  peafantry.  It  is  not  n.ore  than 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  fmce  a  young  man  going  from  any  part  of 
Scotland  to  England,  of  purpofe  to  carry  the  pack,  was  confidered, 
as  going  to  lead  the  life,  and  to  acquire  the  fortune  of  agendeman. 
When,  after  tvventy  years  abfence,  in  that  honourable  line  of  em- 
ployment, hi-  returned,  wjth  his  acquilitions  to  his  native  countrv, 
he  was  reg.irded  as  a  gentleman  to  all  intents  and  purpofes.  When 
he  had  purchafed  a  little  eftate,  he  commonly  made  improvements, 
and  itt  up  in  a  ftile  of  living,  by  which  the  tafte  of  the  whole 
country-fide  was  mightily  corrected  and  refined.  I  believe  in  my 
confcience,  that  at  leaft  a  fifth  part  of  our  fecqnd  rare  gentry,  whofe 
gentiiitv  is  not  of  ancient,  military  origin,  may  trace  it  to  the  ufeful 
induftry  of  this  defcrved  {defcrvingf)  clafs  of  citizens.'  Vol.  i.  p.  89, 

The  following  may  poffibly  be  a  travelling  ftory ;  but  it  is 
not  a  tad  one — 

*  To  what  was  above  mentioned  concerning  the  itinerant  mer- 
chants of  Perth,  I  fhall  add  farther,  that  they  ufed  fometimes  to 
find  the  Highland  lairds  more  \villing  to  buy  than  to  pay.  Of  one 
of  thefe  gentlemen  it  is  related,  that  a  chapman  who  paid  him  a 
dunuino-  vifit,  havin?  been  courteouflv  received,  and  lodged  for  the 
ui-ght  iri  a  comfortable  bed-chamber, — was  furprifed  when  he  arofe 
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in  the  morning,  and  was  thinking  of  demanding  his  money  from 
the  laird, — to  fee  oppofite  to  his  window  the  dead  body  of  a  man, 
hanging  upon  a  poft  or  a  growing  tree.  He  enquired  concerning 
this  appearance  from  the  firft  fervant  who  entered  his  chamber. 
The  fervant  told  him,  that  it  was  the  body  of  a  merchant  from  the 
low  country  who  had  come  to  dun  the  laird  for  a  debt  he  owed 
him  ;  and  that,  the  laird  had,  in  a  paiTion  at  the  fellow's  infolence, 
ordered  him  to  be  Ining  up.  Upon  receiving  this  information,  our 
chapman  refolved  to  take  his  leave  of  his  holl,  without  mentioning 
the  fubjeit  of  his  coniing.  The  laird  was  j)leafed  with  the  fucceis 
of  his  trick :  for  he  who  h'.nia;  on  the  tree  was  onlv  a  man  of  ftraw 
who  had  been  drelTed  and  hung  up,  of  purpofe  that  his  fate  might 
terrify  the  real  creditor  from  making  a  troublefome  demand.'  Vol.  i. 
p.  93. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  different  churches  in  Perth 
which  the  author  attended,  Vv^e  have  the  following  very  im- 
portant and  luminous  communication — '  I  went"alfo  to  hear 
the  pulpit  eloquence  of  the  burghers,  but  have  aiftually  forgoU 
ten  whether  I  was  pleafed  or  not,' — A  remark  of  equal  con le- 
quence  we  find  upon  tvv'o  large  elms  at  Dunkf^ld,  the  girths 
and  age  of  which  he  enquired,  but  either^  favs  he,  /  met  with 
no  difimtl  info'rmation  upon  this  head,  or  if  I  did,  it  has  ef- 
caped  me. 

An  author  who  allows  hlmfelf  in  fuch  inanities,  muft  not 
wonder  if  the  greatefl  part  of  his  book  iliould  efcape  his  read- 
ers. Not  of  the  fame  defcription  is  the  pidture  of  a  true 
Highland  cottage  on  the  banks  of  the  Tummel  near  Logie- 
rair,  which  is  executed  with  equal  itrength  and  truth  of  co- 
louring. The  following  obfervations,  occafioned  by  the  feats 
the  author  vifited  among  the  Highland  fcenery,  are  agreeable 
to  true  taite — 

'  Another  obfervation  which  naturally  occurs  to  the  traveller 
through  the  Weft  Highlands,  is,  that  fcenes  of  wild  grandeur  and 
natural  magnificence  are  the  bell:  fituarions  for  the  feats  of  men  of 
great  fortune.  There  is  a  fort  of  analogy  by  which  all  the  different 
fpecies  of  greatnefs  are  allied  to  each  other.  A  wide  and  copious 
ftream  produces  a  better  effeft,  than  a  fcanty  rivulet,  at  the  bafe  of 
a  broad  and  lofty  mountain.  A  pakice  requires  a  more  extenfive 
domain  than  an  ornamented  farm-houfe.  In  the  fame  nianner, 
too,  a  ftately  palace,  and  the  escpence  which  a  vaft  fortune  affords 
to  be  laid  out  in  ornamenting  the  fcenes  of  nature — accoixl  better 
with  places,  where  nature  (hews  herfelf  in  her  grander  afpefts,  and 
where  the  utmoft  force  of  art  is  requifite,  to  fubdue  her  obfimacy, 
— than  with  thofe  rep-ions  where  (he  affumes  a  milder  and  more  fa- 

o 

miliar  form.  Villas,  ornamented  farms,  and  gentlemen's  hoirfes  of 
no  extraordinary  magnificence  produce  the  bed  eflFe<51:  oa  level 
"downs,  in  verdant  vales,  and  on  the  fides  of  flovvly-lloping,  green 
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hills.  In  fuch  fituations  as  Diinkeld,  Elair-Atholl,  Taymouth,  or 
Inverary,  they  would  be  like  the  eyes  of  a  pygmy  in  the  focketb  of 
a  ColofTus.'     Vol.  i.   p.  234., 

The  progrefs  of  improvement*  the  rife  of  manufaQures' 
and,  in  many  places,  of  new  towns  and  villages,  Is  delineated 
in  a  lively  manner,  and  along  with  them  the  relaxation  of 
manners. 

A  modern  Glafgow  Sunday  is  fpent  not  very  difPerently  from 
a  London  one. — A  worfe  confequence  of  manufailures  is  the 
certain  corruption  of  the  animated  engines  by  which  they  are 
carried  on  :  and  on  this  head  our  author  feelingly  and  fcnfibly 
remarks — 

*  But,  manufa6tures  are  a  fluftuating,  uncertain  fonrce  of  opu- 
lence. Paifley  has  experienced  many  viciffitudes.  At  times,  the 
demand  has  ceafed  for  its  manufaftures :  the  workmen  have  been 
diibanded  :  all  has  been  want  and  diftrefs  among  them  :  fathers  of 
families  have  been  ?lad  to  enlift  for  foldiers  that  they  might  no  Ion- 
ger  hear  their  children  cry  for  bread  which  they  had  not  to  give. 
And  the  mothtr  with  her  babes  has  wandered  about,  begging  an 
handful  of  meal  or  a  cruft  of  bread.  And  (liould  any  circumftances 
arife,  as  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  there  will  not,  to  occafion  a  tem- 
porary flagnation  in  the  difpofal  of  thofe  goods  which  they  at  pre- 
fent  manufadure.  When  this  fliall  again  happen,  diftrefs  fimilar 
to  what  they  have  on  former  occafions  experienced,  muft:  again 
overtake  them.  —  And  I  humbly  apprehend,  that  the  beft  precau- 
tions which  can  be  ufed  to  prevent  fuch  diftrefl'es  in  a  commercial 
and  manufafturing  country,  are — To  watch  over  the  morals  of  the 
labouring  part  of  the  community  ; — To  form  them  to  regular  in- 
duftry,  not  to  that  which  works  by  fits  and  ftarts ; — To  teach  them 
frugality  by  laying  taxes  which  may  amount  to  a  prohibition,  on 
thofe  articles  of  luxury  which  they  are  moft:  liable  to  abufe  ; — To 
encourage  them  to  form  friendly  focieties,  and  to  prepare  in  this 
manner  a  public  fund  againft  the  day  of  want  and  diftrefs ;  —  but, 
above  all  things,  to  fpread  them  equally  over  the  country,  not  heap 
them  together  in  great  towns. — I  will  even  be  bold  enough  to  fay, 
without  any  difpofition  either  to  flatter  the  employers  or  infult  or 
injure  the  workmen,  that,  it  is  often  of  difadvsntage  to  the  latter, 
to  receive  too  high  wages  ;  it  renders  them  lefs  regularly  induftrious, 
lefs  frugal,  lefs  fober-minded. 

'  But,  this  is  not  all.  Since  in  a  manufafturing  country,  the 
labourers  in  the  manufadures  form  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the 
fubjefts  of  the  ftate ;  their  welfare  ought  to  be  made  a  firft  objeft 
in  its  general  policy  :  and  on  their  account  means  fhould  be  em- 
ployed to  prevent  the  traders  on  whom  they  depend  from  engaging 
loo  deeply  in  that  blind,  gambling  fpeculation  which  in  its  failure  is 
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attended  with  certain  ruin,  and  in  its  fuccefs  is — in  my  eftimation 
— hardly  fair  or  honourable. 

*  One  ftiocking  circumftance  which,  in  fpite   of  every  means 
that  can  be  ufed  to  prevent  it,  refiilts  unavoidably  from  the  prefent 
management  of  our  manufactures,  is,  the  aimoit  total  ruin  of  the 
rifing  generation.     Where  left  unemployed,  the  children  of  the  la- 
bourers in  manufaftures  are, — as  I  have  obferved, — very  generally 
left  uneducated;  fuch  being  alnioft  always  the  ftate  of  the  children 
of  the  poor  about  great  towns.     Where  they  are  even  in  infancy 
fent  to  earn  their  fuitenance  by  their  labour,  it  is  hardly  better  with 
them  :  they  are  cramped  in  their  growth  ;  their  health  is  vvafted  by 
confinement  ;  their  morals  are  corrupted,  in  confequence   of  their 
being   crowded   fo  much  together ;  they  become   independent  of 
parents  at  an  age  when  they  are  unfit  to  judge  for  themfelves  :  if 
iuch  children  hve  to  the  age  of  thirty  or  forty,  they  are  commonly 
the    moft  diffipated,  idle,   unthinking,  improvident,  helplefs   crea- 
tures in  the  world. — But,  if  their  labour  cannot   be  wanted, — yet 
why  fliould  their  flrength  and  life  be  prematurely  confumed  for  all 
the  little  labour  of  which  thev  are  capable  ?  Alas :  we  do  with  them 
as  did  the  boy  with  his  goofe  that  laid  him  golden  eggs  :   he  was  in 
a  hafte  to  receive  all  that  flie  had  to  lay  :  he  killed  his  gocfe  :  the  ^ 
eggs  were  yet  in  embryo  :  thus  do  we,  in  our  hafte  to  render  the 
rifing  generation  ufeful  to  the  community,  anticipate  in  infancy  all 
the  fervices  of  youth,  of  manhood,  of  age, — nipping  in  the  bud, 
the  flowers  of  humanity.     When  obliged  to  labour,  before  the  age 
of  twelve  or  fourteen,  children  fhould  never  be  confined  for  more 
than  four,  or  at  moil,  fix  hours  in  the  day  :   this,  if  at  employment 
within  doors  for  not  more  than  four  days  in  the  week  :  the   other 
two  being  fet  apart  for  thtlr  education.     The  parents  are  bafe,  who 
fpending  in  eating,  in  drinking,  in  clothing,  thofe  earnings,  u'hich 
they  might  employ  to  give  their  children  the  enjoyment   of  that 
fportive  freedom  in   which  the   innocence  of  youth  delights, —to 
procure   them   inftruftion  in   religion,  and  in   the  otlier  ordinary 
branches  of  education — fending  the  poor  creatures  prematurely  into 
all  the  toils  and   miferies  of  life. — Yet,   I   fay  not,  that  in  great 
towns,  it  is  better  for  the  children  of  the  poor  to  be  idle  than  to  be 
employed  :  if  there  be  a  choice  between  two  fuch  evils,  I  would 
rather  employ  them,  v^'ork  them  to  death,  than  fend  them  wander- 
ing  about  the  ftreets,  as  blackguard   boys  and  infant-ftrumpets.' 
Vol.  ii.  p.  402. 

The  Galloways  attra6l  a  conflderable  fliare  of  the  author's 

attention  ;  he  feems  there  to  be  among  his  di'i  penates.     The 

farmer  chd?,  of  New  Galloway,    inftituted  by   Mr.  Gordon 

of  Kenmure,  and  in  which  he  himfelf  prefides,  is  an  inllance 

among  many,  of  the  attention  paid  by  the  Scotch  gentry  to 

.     the  agricultural  improvement  of  their  country. 

It  is  pleafant  to  tlic  philanthropiit  to  reil'ict  how  much  the 

condition 


3S6  Bel!  en  the  Nature  and  Cure  cf  Woundu 

condition  of  the   poor  in  Scotland  has  been  benefited  by  the 
inirodutlion  of  that  ufeful  root,  the  potatoe. 

The  hiftory  and  defciiptiwi  of  Edinburgh,  the  old  and  nr.w 
town,  v/ith  a  particular  account  of  the  profeflbiilTips  of  the 
univerfity,  and  handfome  but  appropriate  and  deferved  com- 
pliments to  tlie  prefent  profeflbrc,  conclude  rhefe  volumes. 

The  obfervaiions  relative  to  the  univerfity  are  very 
juft  ;  and  whoever  has  feen  that  part  of  the  new^  univer- 
fity vi^hich  is  finifhed,  cannot  but  u'iih,  with  a  fervour 
equal  to  Mr.  Heron's,  that  a  defign  fo  lionourable  to  litera- 
ture may  not  fail  of  being  completed  for  want  of  money,— 
though  after  ail  it  is  an  oad  refleiSLion,  how  well  it  will  look 
in  a  ruin. 

If  we  have  now  balanced  matters  properly  between  Mr. 
Heron  and  our  readers,  the  latter  will  fee  that  in  his  tour, 
there  is  no  want  of  entertainment  or  variety  ;  and  the  former 
•will  rtfic£l,  for  the  benefit  of  any  future  publication,  that  it 
IS  not.  every  opinion  which  may  be  formed  in  his  mind,  or 
every  object  he  may  call  his  eyes  upon,  which  is  worthy  of 
being  prefented  to  thr^  public,  but  only  v/hat  is  new,  llriking, 
and  relevant  to  his  fubjetl.  He  will  Jikevvife  take  care  that 
his  bo(^k  be  more  accuiately  printed,  and  the  llyle  free  from 
Scoticilnis.  For  ourfelves,  we  have  to  apologife  for  the  acci- 
dental delay  wliich  has  made  the  notice  of  this  publication  fo 
much  later  than  it  ought  to  have  been. 


jyifcourfes  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of.  Wounds,  i^c.  By  'John 
Bcll^  Surgeon,  ^vo.  Zs.  Boards.  Cadeil  and  Davies. 
»795- 

^T~*HE  general  fubje£ls  treated  by  Mr.  Bell  are,  I.  Of  pro- 
'*■  curi'ig  adhefion.  2.  Of  wounded  arteries.  3.  Of  gun- 
flipt  wounds.  4.  Of  the  medical  treatment  of  wounds. —  Un- 
der the  head  of  '  pjjrticulars,'  are  tiie  difcourfes  on  wounds 
of  the  breall  ;  of  the  belly  ;  of  the  head ;  and  of  the  throat. 
The  third  part  treats  of  *  dangerous  wounds  of  the  limbs,* 
and  '  of  the  queflion  of  amputation.'  Before  we  proceed  to 
remark  on  thcfe,  v/e  will  lay  before  our  readers  the  author's 
motives  for  the  publication,  as  Hated  in  the  prefatory  addrefs. 

'  The  author  of  thefe  difcourfes,'  fays  he,  '  will  not  sHow  himfelf 
the  benefit  of  that  apology,  to  which  he  is  but  too  well  intitled  ; 
for  the  ajjology  of  want  of  time  furely  is  not  reipedful  towards  the 
public  :  it  incimateSj  that  with  time  the  author  could  have  written 
a  more  orderlv  and  a  better  book  ;  an  intimation  which  is  aiwavs 
Jmmodeff,  and  often  untrue.  The  author  knows  but  too  well  how 
often,  ia  this  book,  trie   Uiruks  oi  liurry  wiii  ftrjke  hii  reader,  not 

lurely 
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furely  as  apologies  for  the  other  parts,  but  as  blemifneK,  which  hurt 
the  whole,  and  which  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  excufe.  He  feels  the 
neceflity  of  requefting  that  indulgence  which  every  author  needs 
and  claims. 

'  The  very  plan  and  title  of  this  book  is  new  ;  and  the  author 
has  deviated  from  accuftomed  forms  in  this  inftance,  'from  no  other 
motive  than  the  hope  of  making  thefe  leflbns  both  pleafant  aufl 
iifeful.  This  method  of  teaching  by  difcourfes  is  as  yet  untried  : 
it  may  have  its  advantap;es, — it  muft  have  its  faults  ;  and  this  in- 
creafes  that  kind  of  anxiety  which  is  infeparable  from  the  acf  of 
appearing  before  the  public,  and  which  even  the  fenfe  of  duty  can 
hardly  relieve. 

'  The  author  has  endeavoured  to  bring  into  one  eafy  and  com- 
prehenfive  view,  thofe  letter  parts  and  operations  of  furgery,  which 
are  not  found  under  that  much  abufed  tide  of  a  complete  fyftem. 
He  has  endeavoured  to  intereft  his  reader  in  the  manner  of  manag- 
ing wounded  arteries,  and  in  many  of  the  lelTer  points  of  praftice. 
He  has  attempted  to  refute'fome  favourite  doftrines,  not  wantonly 
but  boldly  ;  "  not  becaafe  they  belong  to  this  doilor  or  that  profei- 
for,"  but  becaufe  they  feenied  to  him  totally  inconfiftent  with  true 
philofophy,  and,  what  is  more  important,  incompatible  with  found 
furgery,  in  fo  far  as  it  is  as  yet  founded  upon  a  knowledge  of  the 
powers  and  principles  of  the  human  body.  He  has  ufed  all  that 
freedom  with  great  names  which  the  caufe  of  truth  and  fcience  re- 
quires :  he  has  done  much  in  public,  which  he  could  not  allow 
himfelf  to  have  faid  in  private  ;  for  there  criticifm  is  no  longer  cri- 
ticifm,  but  the  foul  report  and  private  malice  of  it  works  like  a  fe- 
cret  poifcn,  againft  which  there  is  no  cure:  he  has  criticifed  the 
opinions  of  thole  chiefly,  who,  lieing  at  the  head  of  the  profeffion, 
are  of  courfe  the  beft  able,  and,  by  all  appearance  alfo,  the  moil 
vv'illing  to  defend  themfelves. 

'  But  the  airthc;-  has  never  allowed  any  purfuit  of  this  kind  to 
break  in  upon  the  order  or  purpofe  of  his  d'.fcourfe,  which  he  has 
endeavoured  always  to  keep  clear  of  all  incumbrances,  and  in  a 
plain  and  eafy  form  :  he  has  endeavoured  to  order  it  fo,  that  his 
reader  may  have  firft  a  free  and  general  notion  of  each  fubjeft  in 
the  body  of  the  difcourfe,  and  he  has  put  down  more  accurate  rules 
at  the  conclufion  of  each  cafe  :  he  has  introduced  the  lighter  pieces 
of  hiftory,  to  give  eafe  and  life  to  the  fubjeft  ;  and  to  give  it  weight 
and  firmnefs,  he  has  added  rules  of  praiflice.  lie  has  endeavoured 
to 'dve  comprehcnfive  and  general  notions,  of  wounds  in  general — 
of  wounded  arteries — of  bruifed  or  gunfliot  wounds — and  of 
wounds  of  the  breaft,  belly,  head,  throat,  and  limbs,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  the  condition  of  limbs  wounded  with  dangerous  compli- 
cations, as  of  lacerated  arteries  and  bruifetl  bones. 

*  He  trufts,  that  his  manaer  of  explaining  thefe  fubjefts  will  be 
plain  end  eafy  to  the  young  furgeon,  to  whom  alone  he  prefumes  to 

addrefs 
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nddrcfs  himfelf;  and  having  thus  honeflly  told  his  motives  and  his 
higheft  expectations,  he  hopes  he  may  be  permitted  to  fay,  with 
lord  Halifax,  that  he  who  is  refolved  to  play  the  critic  with  this 
book  on  ftricter  terms,  "  muft  have  a  degree  of  generous  irregula- 
rity in  his  reafoning,  elfe  he  will  not  be  a  good  thing  of  his  kind." 
p.  iii. 

Of  the  manner  in  v/hlch  Mr.  Bell  has  acquitted  himfelf  in 
this  undertaking,  we  cannot  give  our  readers  a  fairer  fpecimen 
than  by  laying  before  them  feme  extrails  from  his  difcourfe 
*  on  wounds  of  the  throat,'  to  which  we  fliali  principally  con- 
fine our  remarks.  He  commences  this  difcourfe  with  fome 
very  fuitable  remarks  on  the  neceflity  there  is  for  the  furgeon's 
being  perfeiSHy  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the  parts,  of 
which  he  proceeds  to  give  the  following  neat  and  mafterly  ac- 
count— 

*  The  larynx  is  the  cartilaginous  part  of  that  tube  which  con- 
veys  the  air;  —  and  the  connexions  of  the  larynx  with  the  furround- 
ing  parts  are  thefe  :  the  os  hyoides  lies  under  the  chin,  in  that  great 
fold  which  we  call,  in  fat  people,  the  double  chin.  It  lies,  pro- 
perly, in  the  root  of  the  tongue,  whence  it  is  fometimes  called  the 
bone  of  the  tongue;  it  cannot  eafily  be  felt  from  without;  but, 
when  we  ihrurt  the  finger  down  into  the  throat,  in  the  accident  of 
a  fiili-bone,  or  anv  foreign  body  flicking  there,  we  feel  the  two 
flender  horns  of  the  os  hyoides  extending  and  holding  open  the 
pharynx  or  bag,  by  which  we  fwnllow  ; — fo  that  the  os  hyoides, 
which  refembles  the  thouciht-bone  of  a  fowl,  has  its  bafe  or  anole 
lodged  in  the  root  of  the  tongue,  and  its  two  long  horns  extending 
along  the  fides  of  the  pharynx. 

*  The  firft  piece  of  the  larynx  is  the  thyroid  cartilage,  the  great 
ftield-like  cartilage  v.'hich  protcfts  all  the  others,  which  is  eafily 
felt,  being  the  molf  prominent  point  of  the  threat.  The  outward 
projection  of  it,  where  it  makes  its  angle  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
throat,  is  called  the  pomum  adami ;  and  within  this  cartilage,  if 
under  the  protection  of  its  liroad  wings,  lies  the  rima  glottidis,  or 
that  delicate  opening  or  chink,  which  forms  the  voice. 

*  The  epiglottis,  or  vr.Ive,  which  lies  over  the  glottis  or  chink, 
to  defend  it,  is  connected  rather  with  the  os  hyoides,  and  root  of 
the  tongue,  than  with  the  larynx  or  cartilaginous  part  of  the 
trachea. 

'  Below  this  great  thyroid  cartilage,  there  is  a  circular  or  ring- 
like cartilage,  joining  the  trachea  or  membranous  part  of  the  tube 
to  the  larynx  or  cartilaginous  part ;  and  then  the  rings  of  the  tra- 
chea, five  or  fix  in  number,  com.plete  the  tube,  to  the  place  at 
which  the  trachea  goes  down  into  the  chefl.  It  is  upon  the  very 
point  where  the  trachea  is  joined  to  the  larynx  that  the  thyroid  gland 

lies. 

*  Beliind 
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♦  Behmd  the  trachea,  which  is  rigid,  lies  the  oefophagns,  which 
is  quite  a  flexiMe  tube;  lb  that  the  larynx  is  the  rigid  part  of  that 
tube  which  is  for  receiving  air,  and  the  trachea  is  the  continuatioa 
of  the  fame  tube;  while  the  pharynx  is  the  large  bag,  being  the 
beginning  of  that  tube  which  is  for  receiving  food,  and  the  oefo- 
phagns is  the  continuation  of  the  fame  tube.  The  Jarynx,  then," 
is  fo  formed  as  to  modulate  the  voice  ;  the  pharynx  is  fo  large  a 
bag,  as  to  be  capable  of  receiving  the  iargeft  morfel.  The  larynx 
can  Oiut  itfeif  fo  accurately,  as  to  prevent  the  fmalled  drop  of  fluid 
from  entering  into  the  trachea.  The  pharynx  can  dilate  fo  freely, 
and  can  grafp  {o  clofely,  as  to  receive  the  Iargeft  morfel  eafily,  or 
Iwallow  the  fmallefi:  pill,  or  a  drop  of  water. 

'  Now,  the  chief  point  to  be  remembered,  in  regard  to  wounds 
of  the  throat,  is  the  relation  of  the  carotid  arteries  to  the  trache;t 
and  larynx;  the  connedion  of  the  great  veins  and  nerves,  again, 
with  the  carotid  artery,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  firft  branch 
of  the  carotid  artery  goes  off. — Firft:,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that 
the  arch  of  the  aorta  lies  in  the  upper  part  of  the  cheft  before  the 
trachea ;  and  that,  when  the  carotid  arteries  come  out  from  the 
cheft,  to  go  up  along  the  neck,  they  are  fcarcely  at  the  fides  of  the 
trachea,  they  rather  run  before  it  :  but  that,  as  the  arteries  mount 
up  the  neck,  they  incline  more  to  the  fide  of  the  trachea  ;  and  that, 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  neck,  the  carotids  are  entirely  behind  the 
trachea  ;  for  they  incline  towards  the  angle  of  the  lower  Jaw,  and, 
having  reached  it,  they  begin  thereto  give  off  their  branches,  both 
thofe  for  the  head  and  thofe  for  the  neck.  From  this  obfervation  one 
thin?-  very  particular  is  expbJned, — how  a  wound  at  tlie  lower  part 
of  the  neck  will  very  often  be  fatal,  while  a  wound  in  the  upper 
part  of  it  is  lefs  dangerous.  The  fuicide  feldom  ftrikes  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  neck  ;  and  it  is  by  this  accident  of  ftriking  very  high 
and  near  to  the  chin  that  the  carotids  efcape. 

'  Next  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  carotid  artery,  the  great 

jugular  vein,  and  the  par  vagum,  or  eighth  pair  of  nerves,  lie  all 

conneij^ed  with  each  other,  very  clofely,  being  ail  enelofed  in  one 

mafs  of  cellular  fubftance,  forming  fomething  like  a  fiieath.  Now, 

fince  this  eighth  pair  is  one  of  the  greStelt  nerves  of  the  vifcera ; 

and  fince,  by  experiments   upon  animals,  we   knov/   well,  that  a 

wound  of  it  is  more  fatal  than  a  wound  of  the  brain  itfeif,  this  puts 

an  end,  at  once,  to  all  queltioiis  about  the  way  of  managing  wounds 

of  the  carotid  arterv,  or  of  the  great  vein.      No  doubt,  thefe  may, 

fometimes,  be  partially   wounded,  and  the   nerve  eltape  ;  butj  in 

general,  the  nerve  will  be  cut  along  with  them,  and,  at  all  events, 

•  the  fear  of  including  it  will  preventour  ftriking  with  a  needle  in  the 

neck ; — we  caii  only  take   up   the  carotid  artery,  v,heii  we  fee  it 

bleeding  with  open  mouth,  and  caii  pull  it  out  with  our  linger  and 

^hunib  ;  and  how  near  it  is  to  an  impoflibility,  that  this  fhould  hap- 
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pen,  and  the  patient  live  till  the  furgeon  arrive,  you  may  eafily 
conceive.'     p.  159. 

Our  author  purfues  the  fubje£l  In  the  following  way-~ 

'  This  plain  defcription  of  the  conneilions  of  the  trachea,  cefo- 
pliagus,  carotid  artery,  vein,  and  nerves,  explains  to  vou  how  ig- 
norantly  thofe  authors  have  written  about  wounds  of  the  throat, 
who  tell  us,  firft,  a  formal  ftory  about  the  wound  having  pafled 
through  both  the  trachea  and  cclophagus,  r.nd  then,  how  the  patient 
was  cured  ; — for  it  is  impoflible  to  cut  acrofs  both  trachea  and  oefo- 
phagiis,  without  wounding  the  carotid  artery,  the  jugular  vein,  and 
the  eiglith  pair  of  nerves  ;  you  mav  guefs,  then,  whether  the 
wounds  they  defcribed  were  exa(^l:ly  what  they  believed  them  to  be. 

'  Next,  their  reafon  for  faying,  in  fuch  cafes  (fo  eafily  cured), 
that  the  wound  had  paflTed  through  both  the  trachea  and  the  ccfo- 
phagus,  is  mighty  childifli  ;  it  is  merely  this, — that  they  faw  both 
air  and  food  come  out  by  the  wound  ;  and  no  one  fcruples  to  fay, 
when  he  fees  both  air  and  food  come  out  by  the  wound,  that  the 
trachea  and  cefophagus  are  both  cut,  while  the  fad:  is,  that  neither 
the  cefophagus  nor  trachea  are  touched  in  the  lead  degree, — that  the 
wound  is  much  above  them  ;  for  a  fuicide  always  ftrikes  immedi- 
ately under  the  chin  ;  —  his  wound,  as  far  as  I  have  obferved,  com- 
monly falls  in  the  line  or  lurk  of  the  Ikin,  which  divides  the  neck 
from  the  chin  : — That  is  the  place  where  the  os  hyoides  lies,  and 
he  commonly  cuts  the  os  hvoidcsaway  from  its  conneiftion  with  the 
thyroid  cartilage  or  pomum  adami.  Now,""  in  that  cafe,  the  thy- 
roid cartilage,  forming  the  uppermoft  part  of  the  laryn^f,  is  not 
touched  ;  the  rima  glotcidis  lies  below  the  wound,  quite  fafe  ;  the 
wound,  indeed,  feparates  the  epiglottis  from  the  glottis,  but  it  leaves 
the  glottis  and  the  larynx  quite  fafe;  it  only  feparates  the  larynx 
from  the  root  of  the  tongue  ;  it  is  properly  a  wound  in  the  root  of 
the  tongue  ;  it  is  rather  a  wound  of  the  mouth  than  of  the  throat ; 
and  when  the  food  comes  out,  along  with  fpittle  and  froth,  it  is  by 
lolling  over  the  root  of  the  tongue.'     p.  162. 

We  {lop  here  to  exprefs  our  doubts,  vhether  Mr.  Bell  is 
accurate  in  concluding  that  the  wounds  which  fuicides  ufually 
inflicl  on  the  throat  are,  *  commonly,'  thus  fituated.  On 
the  contrary,  our  own  experience  warrants  a  fufpicion  that, 
even  in  the  majority  of  thefe  accidents,  the  wound  takes  place 
below  'and  not  above  the  thyroid  cartilage.  Neither  can  we 
admit,  without  fume  qualification,  that  '  it  is  irnp^JJible  to  cm 
acrq/s  both  trachea  and  cefophagus,  without  vjou-nding  the  caro- 
tid artery*  If  the  inftrument  employed  were  always  one 
vhofe  edge  was  reftilinear,  and  rhe  hand  which  applied  it 
took  a  correfponding  direflion,  v.-e  fliould  readily  concede  the 
argument.  But  the  fa6l  being  ufually  otherwife,  the  weapon 
being  commonly  a  razor,  penknife,  or  ca(e  knife,  wliofe  edge 

is 
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Is  incurvated, outwards,  or  whofe  point  is  calculated  to  fmk 

deepeft  between  the  tivo  extremities  of  the  incifion,  we  are  by 
no  means  latibfied  of  the  impojjihiuty  on  which  he  infillsj  though 
the  improbability  may  readily  be  allowed. 

'  One  thing  more,'  continues  our  author,  '  is  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  firft  branch  going  off  from  the  carotid  artery,-  is  the  artery 
of  the  thyroid  gland  ;  that  it  comes  off  from  the  main  artery  at  the 
angle  of  the  jaw,  and  turns  downwards  along  the  fide  of  the  throat, 
to  plunge  into  its  gland.  Now,  as  this  artery  lies  along  the  fide  of 
the  trachea  on  iis  upper  part, — and  as  its  tendency  is  forwards,  to- 
wards the  fore-part  of  the  trachea,  where  the  glmd  lies,  it  is  much 
expofed,  and  is  almoft  always  cut; — the  bleeding  from  it  is  terribly 
profufe  ;  the  patient  faints;  and  the  furgeon  naturally  believes  it  tr> 
be  the  carotid  artery  ;  if  the  furgeon  does  not  come  early,  its 
bleeding  is  as  fatal  as  that  of  the  carotid  artery  itfelf.'   p.  163. 

Mr.  Bell  next  expofes,  very  fuccefsfuUy,  the  miftakcs  of 
thofe  who  attempt  to  relate  cafes  of  this  kind,  without  having 
a  knowledge  of  the  true  nature  of  the  accident,  or  an  ade" 
quate  idea  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts- 

*  When  a  furgeon  continues,'  fays  he,  '  during  all  the  cure,  to 
drefs  his  patient  daily,  without  knowing  what  parts  are  cut,  or^  ia 
delivering  the  notes  of  fuch  a  cafe,  mifnames  the  parts,— he  is 
guilty  of  fuch  grofs  ignorance,  that  his  nare  fliould  hardly  be 
concealed.  The  following  defcription  I  introduce,  chieHy  for  the 
purpofe  of  illuflrating  wh?;t  I  have  jull  told  you  ; — it  is  extrafted 
from  a  medical  colle'£tion,  and  is  entituled  "  The  hiftory  of  a  re- 
markable wound  of  the  trachea  and  neighbouring  parts." — "  I 
foimd  this  man,"  fays  the  author,  "  lying  upon  the  ground,  with 
his  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear, — and  an  immenfe  effufion  of  blood/* 

"  The  external  jugular  veins,  on  both  fides,  were  perf^ftly  di- 
vided,— the  carotid  artery  laid  bare, — the  trachea  arteria  divided 
from  the  larynx,  above  the  pom.um  adami.  The  epiglottis  and 
glottis  entirely  detached  from  the  rima  glottidis  ; — the  trachea  cut 
through,  except  about  a  finger-breadih  of  the  back  part,  which 
was  very  much  flretched  ;  for  the  trachea,  which  was  thus  divided, 
had  retrafhed  equ.'d  with  the  clavicles." 

*  This  is  a  very  finguLir  inftance  of  ignorance  and  confufion  : 
the  plain  ftory  is  this,  that  the  man,  having  cut  his  fhroat  from  ear 
to  ear,  had  feparated  the  os  hyoides,  which  lies  in  the  root  of  the 
tongue,  from  the  thyroid  cartilage,  which  forms  the  upper  part  of 
the  larynx,  and  cnnfequently  the  damage  vv'as  plainly  this  ;  the 
mouth  was  cut  open  rather  than  the  throat,  the  tongue  was  cut" 
away  from  the  larynx,  and  the  epiglottis  was  feparated  from  the 
glottis,  or  rinja,  or  chink,  for  this  little  opening  has  ail  thefe 
names. 

♦  To 
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'  To  divide  the  trachea  frocn  the  lar^'rix,  the  cut  mnft  be  under' 
the  thyroid  cartilage,  or  pomum  adarni  ;  but  the  author  tells  U5, 
that  "  the  trachea  arteria  was  divided  from  the  larvnx,  above  the 
pomum  adami,"  though  the  pomum  adami  is  itfclf  the  bulging  of 
the  larynx,  and  nothing  is  above  it  but  the  os  hyoides  and  tongue  ; 
and  he  tells  us  next,  that  "  the  glottis  and  epiglottis  were  detached 
from  the  rima  giottidis,"  as  if  the  rirna  glottiuis  and  the  glottis  were 
not  actually  the  fame.  In  fiiort,  the  miltakes  and  abfurdities  of 
this  kind  which  are  to  be  found  in  books,  are  endlefi,  and  there 
could  neither  be  pleafure  nor  inftruflipn  in  purfuing  this'.fubject 
any  farther  *. 

,  '  The  chief  difficulty  lies  in  underfranding  the  anatomy,  of  the 
parts ;  for,  as  a  fimple  wound,  you  know  that  in  this,  as  in  ajiy 
other,  you  have  but  t\yo  points  to  attend  to,  to  fupprefs  the  bleeding 
and  to  procure  adhefion.  And  both  thefe  points  you  will  under- 
ftnnd  much  better,  by  remembering  what  I  have  juft  proved  to  you, 
that  very  commonly  the  wound  is  high,  viz.  betwixt  the  throat  and 
the  tongue ;  for  this  particular  place  of  the  wound  makes  it  eafy  to 
prevent  bleeding,  but  difficult  to  procure  adhefion.'     p,  163. 

The  following  account  of  the  neceflary  treatment  clofes 
Mr.  Bell's  remarks  on  this  fubje"£l-— 

'  Our  chief  object,'  fays  he,  '  fliould  be,  firfl  to  get  the  parts  into 
fair  and  neat  contaft,  fo  that  not  a  particle  of  food  nor  of  foam 
ftiould  efcajx ;  and  next,  to  prevent,  by  all  contrivances  and  every 
kind  of  care,  the  ieaft  degree  of  motion  of  the  tongue,  or  parts 
about  the  throat.  It  is  well  known,  that  if  parts  do  not  unite  ear- 
ly, it  is  not  eafy  to  make  them  unite  at  any  after  period  ;  and  yet  I 
cannot  tell  how  often  I  have  feen  the  throat  left  gaping  to  a  moft 
enormous  extent,  the  faiiva  continually  befmearing  the  neck  and 
breafl,  and  the  edges  of  the  mouth-hke  wound  as  callous  as  the 
palm  of  the  band. 

'  The  e0brt  to  fwallaw  cannot  be  entirely  p^reyented,- for  the 
patient  will,  notwithftanding  your  remonftrances,  continue  to  fwnl- 
low  the  fpittle,  working  continually  with  the  throat;  but  his  fwal- 

'  *  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell  has  made  a  curious  coiijedlurc  concerning  wcur.cis  of 
the  cefophagns:  hefay>;,  "  Wounds  of  the  ccfophagus  are  chiefly  dangerous,  on 
arccount  ol  the  dltTicuky  of  reachii:g  it  from  its  deep  luuation ;  and  from  the 
under  part  of  t^e  afi)phagu!;,  when  entirely  feparated  from  tlie  reft,  being  apt 
to  fall  altngctht^r  withiii  tne  fternum  ;  and  from  the  diificulty  of  fupporting  the 
patient  with  proper  nouriihment,''  p.  167.  Now,  A.r.  tell,  when  he  v.;is 
guiffing  about  this,  might  as  eafily  have  gueifed,  (fince  the  back  part  of  the 
oefi-phagus  lies  fmootli  againfl  the  fore  part  of  the  vertebras),  tliat  whenever 
the  scfdphagus  was  Ui  fairly  cut  acrofs,  as  to  fink  under  the  fternum,  all  the 
parts  ot  the  neck  mud  be  tut,  and  nothis'g  in  fail:  'efr,  but  tlie  vertebra:  for 
the  head  to  nod  upnn  ;  in  fuch  a  wound,  viz.  where  the  carotid  arteries,  jugular 
ve  n,  and  great  nerve  were  all  cut,  1  Ihould  ccHJecfture,  that  the  fiir,reon  would 
not  be  long  troubled  :.bcut  ways  and  means  of  fupporcing  the  pati-.r.t  with  pro- 
ber nouriihment.' 

lowing   , 
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lowing  of  food  Ihoiild  not  be  allowed.  To  nourifli  a  man  by  gW' 
Hers,  during  this  tedious  cure,  is  impoffible  ;  you  mufl,  therefore, 
find  {ow.t  way  of  conveying  food  to  the  ftomach,  without  any  ef- 
fort on  his  part,  by  an  eels  (kin,  or  by  a  flexible  leather  tube,  fuch 
as  we  ufe  for  inieclinp  tobacco  fmoke. 

♦  The  conrinual  draining  of  the  faliva  cannot  be  prevented 
otherwife,  than  by  cloiing  the  wound  neatly  and  cffedtually  ;  it 
fliould  be  clofed  with  a  number  of  feparate  flitches  proportioned  to 
the  extent  of  th6  wound.  The  Ifitches  fhould  be  neat  and  firm, 
through  the  fkin  and  mufcles, — through  all  the  fleOi  that  you  can 
get  fairly,  but  not  through  the  cartilages.  In  the  Jmerftices  of  the 
Ititches,  you  fliould  lay  neat  flips  of  black  court  plaifter  acrofs  the 
lips  of  the  wound, — you  fliould  lay  a  large  fiat  adhefive  plaiftef 
over  all,  to  make  it  firm, — you  fliould  bring  the  head  forwards, 
and  bridle  down  the  chin  to  the  waiftcoat, — your  patient  fliould  be 
ordered  neither  to  fpeak  nor  to  fwallow ;  and  he  fnould  be  enjoined 
rather  to  let  the  faliva  trickle  down  the  corners  of  his  mouth,  than 
to  fwallow  it. 

*  In  the  difordered  condition  of  his  mind,  large  opiates  will  help 
to  compofe  him  to  reft,  and  may  be  ufeful  in  appeafing  the  irrita- 
tion and  cough;  and  you  muft  efpecially  remember,  that  the  pre- 
fence  of  fome  friend  is  neeefTary  both  to  footh  him,  and  to  watch 
over  him.  Often,  indeed,  he  falls  into  a  humble  and  penitent  ftate 
of  mind,  and  bears  every  thing  quietly  ;  but  fometimes  the  fhame' 
of  what  he  has  attempted,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  appearing  again 
in  the  world,  makes  him  weary  of  life,  wifliing  that  what  is  begun, 
were  completed ;  t'o  that  fometimes  I  have  been  obliged  to  bind 
fuch  unhappy  people  before  they  could  be  drelled,  and  never  could 
think  of  leaving  even  the  moil  compofed  of  them  without  precau- 
tions.'    p.  167. 

In  the  propriety  of  the  treatment  here  recommended,  we 
are  perfectly  inclined  to  acquiefce,  with  one  exception  only. 
Mr.  Bell,  in  following  what  we  think  too  much  the  routine  of 
pra£lice  in  thefe  cafco,  has  not  bellowed  a  due  fliare  of  confi- 
deration  on  the  propriety  of  attempting,  by  the  help  of  liga- 
tures, a  union  of  thofe  parts,  which,  from  their  natural  dif- 
pofition  to  retra61:,  as  well  as  from  their  gravitation  in  every 
pofition  of  the  body  where  the  head  is  at  all  raifed,  mufi  have 
a  coaftant  tendency  to  feparate,  and  confequently  to  drag  out 
the  Hitches.  Although  by  fuch  means  the  (kin  may  be  drawn 
fairly  together,  and  even  retained  long  enough  to  obtain  fomc 
degree  of  union  by  the  firll  intention,  the  wounded  furfaces 
of  the  mufcles  .themfelves  cannot  be  kept  fo  completely  i,t 
contady  but  that  fome  cavities  will  exKt,  and  aiTord  a  lodg- 
ment for  matter,  which,  forcing  its  way  in  various  directions, 
vill  utterly  defeat  the  end  propofed  bv  the  ligatures.     Thefe 
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confcquences,  nt  lead,  ve  have  frequently  wltneflecl  from  the 
\ife  of  ligatures;  though  it  is  pofhble  they  may  not  happen  in 
every  infhance  ;  wlillft,  on  the  other  hand,  every  good  purpofe 
.has  been  anfwercd  by  keeping  the  chin  clofely  and  ftcadily 
down  between  the  clavicles,  by  means  of  a  bandage  pafled 
over  the  head  and  under  tlie  arm-pits. 

We  {hall  conclude  our  remarks  by  obferving,  that  the  pub- 
lication before  us  abounds  M'ith  u fef ul  matter,  and  exhibits 
fuch  traits  of  a  well-informed  mind,  as  cannot  fail  to  imprefs 
Mr.  Bells  readers  with  confiderable  refpe6t  for  his  profelFional 
talents. 


yurlfd'iSlion    and   Proclice    of  ihe    Court    of  Great   Sejfions  r.f 
Wales^  upon  the   Cheffer    Circuit.     l^''ilh  Preface  and  Index. 
%vo.     6s.   Boards.     Butterworth.      I795« 

/^ORRECT  and  well  arranged  accounts  of  the  powers  and 
rules  of  praclice  that  appertain  to  refpeftive  courts  of 
juftice,  deferve  the  praife  of  conveying  to  the  public  a  very 
ufeful  fpecies  of  information.  The  prefent  work  contains  a 
faithful  delineation  of  a  branch  of  jurirdi£l:ion,  to  be  traced  to 
remote  hiftorical  caufes,  differing  from  that  of  the  courts  of 
England,  and  with  the  forms  of  w^hich,  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  legal  profcfTion  are,  perhaps,  but  very  flightly  acquainted. 
The  author  thus  intelligently  defcribes  the  motives  and  the 
plan  of  his  compilation. 

*  For  the  Chefler  circuit,  no  work  has  ever  been  publiflied  ;  ex- 
cept fo  much  of  the  Praftica  Walliss  as  applies  to  the  counties  of 
Montgomery  Denbigh  and  Flint;  and  except  alfo  a  colleftion  of 
"  Rules  of  the  Court  of  Seflions  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Chef- 
ter,  8vo,  Chefler,  1783  :"  and  neither  of  thefe  contains  a  regular 
or  entire  colleftion  even  of  the  general  rules  and  orders  for  the  ju- 
rifJiftion  to  which  ihey  belong-. 

'  In  explaining  what  is  here  propofed  to  be  done  towards  fupply- 
ing  this  deficiency,  it  fhould  be  ftated  ;  that  upon  this  circuit,  the 
judges  of  great  feHions  hold  their  ofiice  by  virtue  of  tM'o  diftinft 
patents,  one  for  DenbighQiire  and  Montgomervfhire,  and  another 
for  Fhntfliire  and  Chelhire;  but  that  their  chancery  jurifdiftion 
runs  through  all  the  three  former  counties  ;  and  the  equitable  jurif- 
diftion  for  the  county  of  Chefter  is  vefted  in  the  chamberlain  of 
Chefter,  who  exercifes  it  by  his  vice-charnberlain.  It  fliould  be 
frated  alfo,  that  the  courfe  of  proceeding  upon  this  circuit  has  been 
gradually  framed  and  fettled,  in  fome  degree,  by  certain  general 
rules  and  orders  which  the  judges  have  pronounced  from  time  to 
time;  and  in  otlier  refpefls,  according  to  the  particular  rules  made 
in  particular  cafes,  which  have  been  afterwards  recurred  to  as  prece- 
dents. 
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i^eiits.  Thefe  feveral  rules  and  orders  have  been  cafually  noted  as 
they  arofe  by  each  prothonotary  in  his  lime,  and  entered  into  fome 
book  for  his  own  private  and  perfonal  inftru<ftion ;  and  it  is,  by 
comparing  thefe  feveral  manufcript  colle6^ions,  no  one  of  which  is 
complete,  and  mofl  of  which  differ  from  each  other  in  the  variety 
of  their  contents  ;  and  by  arranging  tlieir  materials  according  to 
the  regular  courfe  of  procedure;  and  by  incorporating  with  them, 
under  thtir  proper  heads,  every  article  of  the  printed  Chefler  rules  ; 
that  the  prefent  compilation  has  been  formed.  The  diftribution  of 
the  whole  is  into  four  parts.  I.  The  ftyle  and  forms  of  the  court. 
II.  Pleas  of  the  crown^  III.  Proceedings  in  civil  actions  ;  con- 
taining the  rule  on  each  point,  wherher  general  or  fpecial ;  with  its 
date  when,  and  the  place  where,  it  was  made.  IV.  Proceedings  in 
equity  ;  which  part  appears  to  have  been  originally  a  fort  of  read- 
ing or  private  commentary  upon  the  fubject ;  but  it  now  contains 
alfo  feveral  rules  made  in  particular  cafes,  and  is  reforled  to  as  con- 
clufive  authority  upon  this  branch  of  bufinefs.  A  general  index 
follov.-s,  comprizing  all  the  contents  of  the  text,'     p.  xix. 

The  remainder  of  the  author's  preface  is  occupied  with 
the  dcfcription  of  a  topic  that  has  been  frequently  agitated, 
—  namely,  whether  the  abolition  of  the  court  of  great  fefnons 
in  Wales' would  not  be  produdive  of  advantage  to  that  coun- 
try, and  alfo  facilitate  the  general  adminiftration  of  juflice  ia 
thekingdoni.  The  arguments,  ^ro  and  con,  are  ilatedwitli  per- 
fpicuity  and  candour;  thofe  in  the  affirmative  preponderate 
in  our  author's  opinion ;  and  we  (hould  entirely  agree  with 
him,  if  the  expcnfe  of  procefs,  at  prefent  attending  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  Britifli  courts,  did  not  fupply  a  ilrong  reafon 
for  the  exiflenct  of  inferior  tribunaia,  where  jullice  is  locally 
and  cheaply  adminiitered. 
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/^F  the  greater  part  of  thefe  poems,  the  bed  commendation 
^^  that  we  can  fairly  give  them,  is  that  they  are  elegantly 
printed  on  fine  wove  p-aper.  There  is  a  pretenfion  to  novelty 
announced  by  the  titles  of  fome  of  them,  as  the  Highland 
Ode,  the  Egyptian  Odc^  the  Arabian  Ode;  but  even  thefe, 
though  they  prefent  an  alTemblage  of  pleafing  and  toleiabiy 
appropriate  images,  have  little  claim  to  the  merit  of  a  finifhed 
ode.  The  following  lines  from  the  Egyptian  Ode  may  Icrve 
by  way  of  fpe.cimen— 

*  See  tufted  Faioum  breathe  delight 
From  i;ofe -trees  kindling  on  the  fight, 

E  e  2.  From 
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From  orange-blooms,  or  tamarind-bowers. 
Or  the  pomegranate's  fcavkt  flowers, 
And  loftier  palms,  that  wave  between 
Their  foliage  of  a  deeper  green, 
Relieving  the  bright  azure  Ikies 
Where  fcarce  a  rainv  vapour  flies; 
While  thro'  the  fragrance  as  it  blows 
A  flream  of  limpid  air.ber  flows, 
While  nertles  many  a  gurgling  dove 
Within  the  bofom  of  the  grove. 
And  fiom  the  fliade  on  fable  wings 
With  crimfon  ftrij^'d — the  flamen  fprlngs. 
And  the  pkim'd  oftrich  on  the  fands, 
Or  pelican  majeflic  flands. 

'  To  cool  the  fun's  meridian  beams, 
There  fruits  refrefliing  kifs  the  flreams, 
Or  blufhing  to  eve's  purple  ray 
Amid  the  breezy  verdure  play — 
As  its  leaves  fliade  each  (ilver  fluice 
The  pulpy  water-melon's  juice, 
To  eager  thirll:  delicious  balm  ; 
And  fugary  dates  that  crown  the  palm.'     p.  i8. 

The  profe  eflays,  improperly  called  UluJIratlons,  we  cannot 
pafs  without  remark,  as  we  do  not  remember  to  have  feen 
fentiments  fo  diametrically  oppofire  to  the  fpirit  of  philofophy, 
or  even  good  common  fenfe.  Every  low-minded  prejudice 
and  exploded  fuperitiiion,  which  had  been  difcarded  by  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  inveftigations  of  modern  times,  this 
author  endeavours  to  revrve  and  defend.  In  one  he  inculcates 
the  do£lrine — the  fcripture  do£lrine  as  he  pretends — of  appa- 
ritions ;  in  another,  the  'homage  and  veneration'  due  to 
birth.  A  few  fentences  may  fuffice  to  {how  how  far  he  car- 
ries his  ideas — 

'  He,  who  is  defcended  froni  people  of  education,  inherits,  in 
general,  a  different  turn  of  underltanding  and  difpofition  from  the 
man  who  is  born  of  mean  or  vulgar  parents.  And  it  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  that  that  peculiar  t-arn  inheienf  iii  the  man  of  family,  is 
by  far  the  mofl:  refpeclalile.  The  ofispring  of  gentlemen  are  bora 
with  a  delicate  'oodilv  contexture,  very  eaiilv  difrincruifliable  from 
that  of  vulgar  child;  en.  Why,  then,  may  not  the  mental  conftitu- 
tion  be  equally  different?'     v.  iii. 

When  '  tiie  patrician  race  intermix  with  the  plebeian,' 
theft  wonderful  advantages,  wc  are  told,  are  loft.  The  author 
has  even  prefumed  to  fix  (which  is  rather  a  delicate  fpecula- 
tion}  the  point  of  t-iwe  at  which  thefe  advantages  of  mind  and 

body 
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body  become  inlierent  in  the  race  :  for  he  aflerts  that  '  the 
continuance  of  the  fame  opportunities,  &c.  may  probably  fix, 
after  a  generation  or  two,  the  peculiar  qualities  of  a  family,  fo 
as  to  mrike  them  hereditary,  provided  the  family  defcend  not 
to  degrading  connections.' 

There  is  one  difhculty,  however,  in  this  bufinefs,  which  we 
have  always  felt  to  be  a  very  puzzling  one  :  as  the  great  found- 
er of  the  race  enjoys  none  of  thcfe  fublime  advantages,  we  do 
not  fee  how  a  man  can  tranfmit  what  he  never  had.  Of  the 
novi  homines^  our  author  fpeaks  with  great  contempt — 

*  In  the  mean  time,  the  new-created  gentleman,  endeavouring  to 
bring  his  crude  unripened  virtues,  his  equivocal  qualities  into  ligiit, 
is  checked,  at  every  effort,  expofed  as  lie  is  to  the  cenfure  of  affec- 
tation, of  haughtinefb,  and  of  pertinaeity.  The  man,  through 
whofe  veins  is  flowing  a  rich  tide  of  uncontaminated  blood,  is  often 
remarked  for  the  pril^ine 'fincerity,  the  old  hofpitality,  the  honeft 
ingenuoufnefs  of  family.'     p,  116. 

Is  it  pofTible  to  carry  further  Mr.  Burke's  idea  of  cherijh'mg 
prejudices  ? 
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Wl  E  I'^ft  this  very  refpeClabie  colleclion  at  the  end  of  the 
tenth  efliiy,  as  the  remarks  on  Shakfpeare  were  extend- 
ed through  three  articles,  which,  if  not  connedled,  yet  feem- 
ed  at  lead  written  in  the  fame  llyle,  probably  by  the  fame  au- 
thor. The  nth,  *  On  Literary  Fame  and  the  Hiftorical 
Charafters'  of  our  great  dramatift,  is  an  ingenious  ellay, 
which  will  probably  be  generally  read.  The  author  traces  to 
its  fource  the  foundations  of  literary  fame,  and  defcribes  the 
current,  which  aitoniflies,  from  its  magnitude  and  fplendour, 
as  obfcurely  gliding,  or  contemptuoudy  overlooked,  at  its 
origin.  Such  were  the  ftreams  of  Shakfpeare  and  Milton, 
while  their  contemporaries,  though  warmly  praifed,  or  raptu- 
roufly  admired  for  a  time,  were  foon  forgotten.  The  impref- 
fion  which  the  hiilorical  charaf^ers  of  Shakfpeare  make  on 
our  minds,  is  derived  from  the  minute  traits  or  anecdotes 
which  the  poet  preferves,  and  which,  inftead  of  reprefenting 
a  general,  fixes  the  idea  of  an  individual  perfonage.  This  is 
exemplified  in  various  inftances :  we  Ihall  felecl  one  or  two — 

*  When  FalflafF  ridicules  the  (lender  form  of  prince.Henry,  and 
fays  that  he  would  give  a  thoufand  pounds  if  he  was  able  to  run  as 
fail  as  he  could,  &c.  we  mufr  not  fuppofe  that  thofe  words  are 
thrown  out  accidentally.     Hiftorians  agree  in  defcribing  him  as 
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t.i!!,  thin,  ntid  aftive.  T.ike  Achilles  he  was  no  leffi  confpicuous 
for  fwiftnel's  than  for  perfonal  courage.  The  former  is  reprefented 
by  Pindar  as 

Kteivovt'  t'Ka<povi  aviv  hu- 

~V(i)v,   ^oMcov  6'  s^Keuv 

Uoaai  ya^  K^anffKEV,  Nem.  Od.  3. 

And  we  might  be  almoft  tempted  to  fnppofc  that  our  old  annalift 
copied  from  the  Grecian  bard,  but  for  the  words  iiiclofed  in  a  par- 
enthefis.  "  He  was  pafling  faift  in  running,  infomuch  that  he 
(with  two  other  of  his  lords)  without  hounds,  bow,  or  other  en- 
gine, would  take  a  wild  buck  or  doe,  in  a  large  park."  (Stowe.) 
"  Omnes  Coaetaneos,  fays  Thomas  de  Elmham,  faliendo  prceceffit, 
curfu  velcci  fimul  currentes  prcevenit."  We  fee  frcMn  thefe  quota- 
tions, the  propriety  of  Hotfpur's  ftyling  him  "  the  nimble  mad-cap 
prince  of  Wales;"  and  the  peculiar  juftice  of  the  following  compa- 
rifon,  drawn  by  Vernon,  a  friend  of  Hotfpur's. 

*'  I  faw  young  Harry  with  his  beaver  on, 
His  ciiifTes  on  his  thighs,  gallantly  armed, 
Rife  from  the  ground  like  feathered  Mercurv  ; 
And  vaulted  with  fuch  eafe  into  his  feat, 
As  if  an  angel  d'.opt  down  from  the  clouds 
To  turn  and  wind  a  fierv  Pegafus, 
And,  witch  the  world  with  noble  horfemanfliip." 
'-  Hen.  4th,   I  ft  part.  A.  4.  S.  i. 

A  variety  of  beautiful  and  happy  allufions  occur  likewife  in  the 
former  part  of  the  fame  fpeech-  An  attention  to  fuch  minutice, 
though  not  hiftorically  true,  muft  have  a  wonderful  ettedl  in  realiz- 
ing the  dramatis  perfonce. — Even  in  refpecl  to  animals,  as  well  as 
rnen,  Siiakfpeare  will  not  deal  in  generals.  The  tmgedy  hero  of  a 
modern  dramatift  would  call  for  "  his  barbed  fteed"  or  his  "  fiery 
courfer  :"  but  a  Richard  orders  his  grooni  to 

"  Saddle  white  Surrey  for  the  field  to-morrow." — 

And  hiflorians  fay,  that  when  he  entered  the  town  of  Leicef^er, 
"  he  was  mounted  on  a  great  white  courfer."  May  we  not  reafon- 
ably  fuppofe,  that  this  was  the  identical  Surrey  ?  The  gallant  earl, 
whofe  name  he  bore,  was  warmly  attached  to  Richard,  and  had 
probably,  as  a  proof  of  his  regard,  beltowcd  on  him  this  accepta- 
ble prefent, 

'  The  impetuous  Hotfpur  impatiently  enquires  after  his  "  crop- 
ear  Roan,"  and  exclaims,  in  equeft .ian  transport,  "  that  roan  fliall 
be  mv  throne."  His  fondnefs  for  his  horfe  (of  which  he  appears 
to  be  no  lefs  proud  than  Diomede,  a  congenial  character,  was  of 
the  Heeds  of  Tros,)  is  one  of  his  marking  features,  and  humour- 
oufly  ridiculed   by  his  rival  in  fame,  prince  Msnrv.     (Henry  4th, 
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x\\  part  A.  2,  S.  8.)  When  Vernon,  therefore,  expatiates  with 
more  candour  than  difcretion,  in  praife  of  his  "  noble  horfenian- 
fliip,"  it  pecnharlv  irritates  the  mind  of  Hotfpur.  His  reply,  par- 
ticularly the  conclufion,  is  truly  charadleriftic. 

"  Come,  let  me  take  my  horfe, 


Who  is  to  bear  me,  like  a  thunderbolt, 
Againll:  the  bofom  of  the  prince  of  Wales. 
Harry  to  Harry  fliall,  and  horfe  to  horfe, 
Meet,  and  ne'er  part  till  one  drop  down  a  corfe  !" 

Hen.  4th,   ift  part,  A.  4..  S.  2. 

Hotfpur  feels  himfelf  touched  in  a  tender  point.  His  rival  is  cele- 
brated for  a  qualification  in  which  he  thouj^ht  himfelf  pre-eminent; 
and  his  mind  reverts  with  vexation  to  the  unpieafing  idea.  Tliet 
beauty  of  this  natural  fnlly  of  paffion  efcaped  the  earlier  editors  of 
Shakfpeare  ;  and  it  has  been  printed  "  not  horfe  to  horfe,"  in  every 
edition  but  the  firft,  till  fir  Thonias  Hanmer  reltored  the  original^ 
readino-.  Such  a  little  trait  dilhn2uiflie3  a  maimer's  hand  more  than 
pages  of  laboured  declamation.'      p.  266. 

V 

The  other  efTays,  feemhigly  from  tlie  fame  pen, —  for  we 
prefer  internal  evidence  to  the  delufive  light  which  the  figna- 
tures  hold  out, — are  apologies  for  the  charaflers  of  Jago  and. 
Shyiock.  Thefe  are  ingenious  jeux  d'efprlt — the  ciofes  aVe 
defperate  ;  and  if  the  author,  does  not  fucceed,  the  failure' 
cannot  injure  *  his  fair  fame.'  He  has  faid  much  more  in  fa- 
vour of  Jago  than  of  Shyiock,  and  has  almolt  led  us  to  think' 
that  Jago's  wrongs  would  have,  in  fome  meafure,  jultified  his" 
revenge,  if  revenge  were  ever  juilifiable. 

In  returning  to  the  order  of  the  effays,  we  next  proceed  to 
the  '  Curfory  Remarks  on  theprefent  State  of  Philofophy  and 
Science,'  with  which  we  Ihall  unite  the  philofophical  papers, 
though  pretty  certainly  not  written  by  the  fame  author.  The 
curfory  remarks  contain  a  light  but  pleahng  and  correal  view 
of  the  pre  fen  t  ftate  of  fcience.  We  wifh  often  for  fome  re- 
trofpedl  of  this  kind  ;  fome  sera  from  which  we  may  mark 
our  progrefTivc  fteps,  and  calculate  our  improvements.  We 
differ  from  this  author  in  two  or  three  circumftances  of  no 
great  importance  j  but  we  perceive  fome  novelties  fcattered 
through  his  pages,  which,  if  extended  at  more  length,  would 
claim  our  attention;  and  an  accuracy  of  comprehenf:o;i  which 
deferves  our  regard.  This  efl'ay,  though  light,  is  by  no  means' 
fuperficial. 

One  paflage  in  thefe  remarks  feems  to  point  them  out  ass 
having  been  written  by  the  author  of  the  next  philofophical 
cilay  we  fliall  notice — '  Refle61:ions  on  the  Compofition  and 
Decompolition  of  the  Atmofphere,  as  influentjing  Meieorolo- 
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gical  Phjcnomena.'  The  objeft  of  thii^  effay  is  to  fliow  that 
rain  is  not  a  (Icpofition  of  water  difiblved  in  air:  for  though 
the  author  admits  of  tlic  folution  of  water,  he  confiders  it  as 
rot  fo  extenfive  in  its  operatioa  as  to  produce  rain.  Tins  lie 
fuppofes  to  arife  from  a  change  of  air  into  water,  and,  on  the 
contrary,  water,  in  evaporation,  becomes  air.  The  means 
by  which  thefe  changes  are  efFe6ted,  he  fcems  not  clearly  to 
have  explained.  The  cliange  fiorn  water  into  air  is  accom- 
panied with  the  evolution  and  appearance  of  the  ele£lrical 
fluid  ;  and  this  he  has  traced  in  fo  many  inRances,  and  fhown 
the  connexion  of  thefe  ph?enomena  fo  ftrikingly,  that  if  the 
union  of  the  electrical  fluid  with  air  is  not  alone  the  caufe  of 
its  converfion  into  water,  it  has  at  Jealt  a  confiderabie  fhare  iii 
the  change.  This  elTay  we  confider  as  fingu-ariy  ingenious 
and  philofophical :  we  cannot  add  that  we  are  completely 
convinced  ;  yet,  having  followed  the  chain  of  reafoning  clofe- 
]y,  we  know  not  where  to  fix  the  ftandard  of  oppofition.  The 
fatls  (for  the  author  refts  neither  on  declamation  nor  hypo- 
theils)  are  well  (  hofen,  and  the  dedufStions  feemingly  accu.-ate. 
We  cannot  feparate  the  arguments,  but  fhall  feleifi  what  we 
ccnfider  as  a  fatisfa£lory  explanation  of  fome  feemingly  unac- 
countable fa£ls. 

*  It  appears  to  me  highly  probable,  that  the  poiitive  electricity 
of  the  air,  which  is  its  moft  conftant  and  apparently  its  natural 
flate,  is  owing  to  the  decompofition  of  water,  which  in  its  change 
into  ajr,  fufFers  the  ele<^rical  fluid,  feemingly  one  of  its  component 
parts,  to  efcape.     But  this  opinion  muft  not  reft  on  fufpicion  only. 

'  Ii  has  been  long  fince  obferved,  that  the  fteam  of  boiling  water 
is  electrified  negatively,  while  the  vapour  of  water,  poured  on  a 
hot  iron,  poffelTes  an  eleCtiicity  of  the  oppofite  kind.  Thefe  fa£ts 
Itill  appear  unaccountable,  and  have  not  hitherto  I  believe  been 
connected  with  two  others,  that  inflammable  air  is  conltantly  pro- 
duced by  water  paffing  through  an  intenfely  heated  gun  barrel,  filled 
with  iron  filingv,  and  that  the  air  proceeds  from  the  decompofition 
of  the  water.  If  then  the  eleCtricity  muft  proceed  from  a  conduc- 
tor or  an  eleCtnc  per  fe,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  fource. 
The  inflammable  air  may  be  procured  alfo,  if  copper  be  employ- 
ed, but  m  lefs  quantity ;  and  fometimes  even  through  porcelain 
though  imperfectly,  and  apparently,  in  confequence  of  the  bifcuit 
containing  fome  iron.  V/ith  this  clue  let  us  examine  M.  SaufTure's 
experiments  particularly. 

'  When  a  little  water  falls  on  iron  intenfely  heated,  it  does  not 
immediately  evaporate  ;  like  the  drop  of  water  on  the  cabbage  leaf, 
the  reflection  fliows,  that  it  is  not  in  contaCt  with  the  iron,  but 
kept  by  a  repulfive  power,  at  fome  diftance.  When  the  water  is 
4fopped  into  a  crucible,  it  remains  a  little  lon^^er,  and  difappears 
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only  after  feveral  feconds.  The  eleclricity  is  then  pofitive.  When 
the  heat  is  lefs,  the  evaporation  is  quicker,  and  the  eleftricity  lefs 
powerfnl :  when  ftill  lefs,  fo  as  to  occafion  a  hiffing  noife,  the  elec- 
tricity is  negative.  In  porcelain  vefiels,  it  is  generally  negative,  and 
in  veifels  of  pure  filver  always  ib. 

'  M.  SauiTm-e,  who  relates  thcfe  experiments,  has  involved  the 
(ubjeft  by  confidering  the  difappearance  of  the  water  as,  in  every 
iiiftance,  owing  to  its  evaporation.  If,  as  we  now  know,  water 
be  decorapofed,  while  in  contaft  with  hot  iron,  all  the  intricacy 
will  be  removed  ;  nor  can  we  fpeak,  with  our  author,  of  '  thefe 
unconnefted  fa<^s,  as  with  difficulty  reconciled  to  the  common  fyf- 
tems,_and  as  feeming  to  flirink  from  principles  hitherto  known.' 
The  time  he  obferves,  when  water  difippears  moft  flowly,  is  that 
when  the  crucil)!e  ceafes  to  fliine.  This  civcnniftance  would  be  a 
priori  probable,  if  the  difappearance  of  the  water  proceeded  from 
its  decompoiition,  for  it  is  the  lovvell  degree  of  heat  in  which  the 
reparation  of  the  ingredients  takes  pb.ce,  a  procefs  always  ccnned:- 
ed  with  light.  At  a  lower  degree,  the  water  forms  only  veficular 
vapour,  and,  as  it  is  ftill  a  watery  fluid,  no  change  of  elecftricity  is 
obferved,  or  from  caufes,  which  it  is  unneceflary  to  explain,  the 
eleclricity  becomes  negative.  Silver  does  not,  in  anvrefpeft.  con- 
tribute to  rhe  decompofition  of  water,  and  conducts  more  readily, 
when  warmed,  the  eleclricity,  which  the  water  might  have  poflefT- 
ed.  Ih  an  iron  or  copper  velTel,  with  a  narrow  orifice,  the  water 
difappears  more  quickly  and  the  electricity  is  pofitive,  as  might  hzve 
been  expe(fled  from  the  additional  heat,  which  the  water  was  fub- 
jefted  to.  In  the  reolopile,  water  feems  to  be  conftantly  decompos- 
ed, for  it  makes  fire  burn,  with  an  enlarged  and  more  brilliant 
flame,  a  proof  of  the  prefence  of  a  pure  elaftic  fluid,  whole  exig- 
ence and  whofe  fource  has  not  hitherto  been  fufpefted. 

'  M.  Sauflilire  is  equally  perplexed  by  the  refult  of  other  experi- 
ments, which  the  fame  explanation  will  reconcile.  He  was  greatly 
lurprized  to  find  ekftricity  only  in  boiling  liquors,  not  in  burning 
bodies.  It  is  well  known,  that  after  the  moft  careful  diftillation, 
the  whole  of  the  water  cannot  be  recovered,  and  it  is  equally  cer* 
tain,  that  fome  water  is  formed  during  the  burning  of  every  vegeta- 
ble fubftance.  The  eleftricity  therefore  efcapeS;  in  the  firft  inftance, 
on  the  decompofition  of  the  water,  and  is  combined  with  the  wa- 
ter in  tlie  fecond.'     p.  373. 

The  only  other  effay  of  this  clafs  is  on  *  Light,  particularly 
on  its  Combination  and  Separation  as  a  Chemical  Principle.' — 
On  this  we  can  fcarcely  hazard  any  opinion.  A  Oudied  con- 
clfenefs,  and  a  compared  mafs  of  fa61s  and  authorities,  ren- 
dcr  it  at  nrfl  with  difficulty  intelligible.  When  we  had  at- 
tained this  end,  the  numerous  novelties  ftartled  us  ;  and  we 
"^erc  again  obliged  to  go  over  the  whole,  with  as  many  of  the 
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authors  ss  we  could  procure,  in  our  hands.  After  this  labour, 
we  can  venture  at  leall  to  praife  the  author  forinduflry,  accu- 
racy, and  (if  farther  inquiry  fliould  confirm  his  opinion)  for 
extenfive  views  and  ingenious  refearch.  At  prefent  we  fliall 
confine  ourfclvcs  to  the  outline.  Light  he  confiders  as  a  body 
darted  by  the  fun,  and  capable  of  combining  with  the  various 
lubftances  it  meets  with  ;  producing,  by  that  means,  diiFerent 
chemical  changes.  In  general,  he  fuppofes  it  as  unchange- 
able ;  and  even  in  the  prifm,  the  atom  of  light  is,  he  thinks, 
expanded  rather  than  decompounded  Its  principal  chemical 
effect  is  to  feparate  oxygene  ;  and  from  this  very  conftant  re- 
paration of  what 'is  confidered  in  this  eflay  as  the  leail  com- 
pounded form  of  'heat,  it  is  concluded  that  light  and  heat  ac- 
tually repel  each  other  j  that  their  fimultaneous  appearance  is 
really  owing  to  this  mutual  repulfion,  which,  when  fuc'den 
and  violent,  occafvons  the  loudeft  and  moft  dangerous  explo- 
fions,  particularly  thofe  of  aurum  and  argentum  fulminans, 
gunpowder,  &c.  With  thefe  views  the  author  traces  light  as 
a  component  part  in  many  fubfcances,  where  it  has  not  hi- 
therto been  fuppofed  to  exiH:,  particularly  in  vegetables,  whofe 
functions  and  economy  he  has  endeavoured  to  illuflrate  from 
the  beft  obfervers  in  fertile  ground,  &c.  &c.  The  fun,  he 
thinks  v/lth  Mr.  Herfchel,  is  luminous  only,  confilting  of  a 
fubilance  in  which  light  is  a  copious  ingredient. 

Various  other  incidental  circumftances  of  ingenuity  and 
importance  occur  :  but  f;jr  thefe  we  muft  refer  to  the  volume. 
On  many  fubjefts  the  author  has  ftepped  beyond  the  beaten 
paths,  fomerimes  with  fuccefs;  but  the  principal  pofitionscan 
only  be  decided  on  after  repeated  inquiry  and  very  particular 
examination. 

To  return  once  inore  from  our  wanderings — the  two  next 
effavs '  On  Sepulture  in  general,  and  on  Sepulchral  fingle  Stones 
eredt' — and  '  On  Benevolence  and  Friendftiip  (fliould  it  not 
have  hc&n  feelhig  ?  for  no  part  of  the  eflay  is  connected  with 
friendlliip)  as  oppofed  to  Principle,'  are  of  the  lighter  kind. 
The  former  is  a  pleafing  colleftlon  of  pafl~ages  from  ancient 
authors,  illuftrating  their  cuftoms  refnefting  fepulture  ;  and 
the  latter  a  proper  reprehenfion  of  the  glaring  and  delufive 
colouring  thrown  over  fome  admired  characters,  hiding  their 
want  of  principle  by  a  difplay  of  feeling  or  agreeable  levity. 

'i~o  the  fonnets  in  blank  verfe  we  are  not  particularly  par- 
tial. The  name  at  leaii  feems  to  have  been  mifapplied  ;  and 
we  rather  wiflito  take  a  fpecimen  of  this  kind  of  poetry  from' 
the  three  pleafing  fonnets  in  a  fubfcquent  article. 

'  O  Sleep  !  and  haft  thou  deign'd  once  more  around 
My  temples,  thy  refr^rfiiing  wreathe  to  twine, 
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!Moifl:en'd  with  fragrant  balm,  and  grateful  dews, 
Each  anxious  thought  in  filken  flumbers  bound; 
So  oft  of  late  dragg'd  to  my  painful  bed 
By  forctr  of  opiate  fpell  ? — Thy  gift  renews 

0  condefcending  power  I   my  vigour  loft; 

1  fee  with  joy  the  face  of  morning  fhine  : 
Swift  in  their  paths  aj^ain  tlie  ideas  tread, 
Imprifon'd  long,  and  fetter'd  as  in  frofl. 
Hail  gentle  Sleep  ! — But  I  in  time  forbear 
Thy  tranquil  foul  to  ruffle  with  my  ftrain  : 
Still  thy  fpontaneous  favours  let  me  fliare, 

And  not  compell  thee  to  my  couch  again.'     p.  549. 

The  eflay  *  On  the  Aramic  Language'  is  connected  wiili 
the  chronological  obfervations  on  Ptolemy's  canon.  This 
language  our  author  endeavours  to  fliow  was  the  Chaldsean, 
while  tlie  ancient  Hebrew  was  nearly  the  Phosuician  in  Sama- 
ritan charadlers  5  and  the  Syrian,  or  Aramic  tongue,  was  ef- 
fentially  different  from  the  Syrian  of  later  ages.  Various  ar- 
guments are  adduced  in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  from  paflages 
in  Ezra,  &c.  But  the  whole  is  probably  too  far  removed  from 
general  reading,  to  require  our  enlarging  on  it  in  a  review  of 
a  populauwork. 

The  'Venetian  flory,  in  its  outline,  is  taken  from  Mrs.  Pi- 
czzis  Travels,  and  is  filled  up  with  much  pathos  and  judg- 
ment. Ic  highly  interefted  and  entertained  us  ;  but  no  extract 
would  give  an  adequate  idea  of  its  effe£ls. 

The  two  odes  we  fliall  confider  together ;  and  we  give  the 
preference  to  the  genius  of  Danmonium,  though  that  '  To 
Victory'  is  fpirited  and  energetic.  *  The  Genius  of  Dan- 
monium' is  full  of  piclurefque  imagery  and  pleafing  defcrip- 
tion.  In  the  following  ftanza,  however,  we  again  carch  a 
view  of  an  eaftern  colonization  ;  but  \vhat  we  meant  rather  to 
remark  is,  that  the  author  copies  Celtic  manners  rather  than 
the  eallern,  the  parent  and  fource  of  Gothic  inflitutions. 

'  Snatcht  from  the  altars  of  the  eaft 

I  fee  the  fires  of  Danmon  rife  ! 
To  mark  the  new-moon's  folemn  feafl, 

Behold,  they  lighten  to  the  Ikies  : 
And,  as  aflembled  clans  in  filence  gaze, 
The  diftant  Karnes  draw  near,  and  kindle  to  the  blaze!' 

p.  543- 

The  following  flanzas  are  highly  beautiful,  or  fublimely 
terrific  — 

*  Faft  by  yon  chafmed  hill  that  frowns  ' 

Cleft  by  an  elemental  fliock, 

A? 
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As  artiqn  foliage  light  embrowns 

Its  rude  lide  ribb'd  with  mafTy  rock  ;  % 

Lo,  on  the  pillar'd  way  the  whl'e-robe'd  bands 
In  long  prcceffion  move,  where  proud  the  Cromlech  iiandr^. 

'  But  fee,  where  breakino;  thro'  the  ^loom, 

Danmonium's  warrior-genius  fpeeds 
That  fcythed  car,  the  dread  of  Rome  ! 

See,  fiercer  than  the  lightning,  fieeds 
Trampling  the  dead,  their  hnofs  with  carnage  (lain, 
Rufti   thro'   the  fpear-ftrown  field,  and  fnort  o'er  heaps  of 
flain. 

*  Such  was  the  heart-infpinng  theme 

Of  bards  who  fung  each  recent  deed  j 
Whether  amid  the  mailed  gleam 

Of  war,  they  faw  the  hero  bleed  ; 
Or,  whether,  in  the  Druid's  circling  fcne, 
They  hymn'd  to  dreadful  rites,  the  deep  myflerious  drain. '^ 

p.  S44. 

The  *Obfervations  on  Hefiod  and  Horner,  and  the  fhieldsof 
Hercules  and  Achilles,*  deferve  particular  attention.  After 
offering  feme  obfervations  in  defence  of  Hefiod,  againil  the 
criticifms  of  Longinus,  the  author  proceeds  to  obferve> — 
what  he  afterwards  more  fully  enlarges  on, — that  thefe  fcenes 
could  not  have  been  reprefented  on  any  Ihield,  and  were  ne- 
ver intended  to  have  been  fo  :  they  were  wholly  pictured  by 
the  imagination  to  the  fancy,  without  any  farther  defign. 
The  following  obfervations  are  very  judicious — 

*  Without  entering  now  into  the  difpute  ivhether  Hefiod  was 
more  antient  than  Homer,  or  wherher  the  Actotj  'licak>.io;  was  writ- 
ten by  him,  or  fome  fubfequent  author  j  I  ftiall  only  obferve  that 
it  is  plain,  one  poet  mull  have  determined  to  try  his  flrength  with 
the  other,  or  both  mufi:  have  had  recourfe  to  a  defcription  by  fome 
previous  bard.  For  befides  many  limilar  fcenes  and  images,  fome  verfes 
are  literally  the  fame.  This  could  not  have  happened  accidentally. 
It  appears  indeed  to  me  from  the  internal  evidence,  that  Heiiod's 
compofition  was  the  original. — It  has  a  freer,  bolder  air.  It  has 
more  of  the  terrible  graces.  It's  colouring  is  not  fo  ciffinft.  The 
circumftances  are  more  briefly,  and  rapidly  touched  on.  It  has 
more  fublimity,  but  lefs  beauty.  It  has  not  that  appearance  of  care 
and  art  ;  that  '.borious  and  nice  arrangement  of  incidents.  It  is 
the  "  monte  decurrens  amnis,  quem  imbres  fuper  notas  aluere 
ripas ;"  while  Homer's  flows  thro'  the  plain,  fmooth,  and  more 
tiniformly  majeffic.  It  is  what  Virgil  in  many  places  is  to  Homer, 
-ivh-it  Sophocles  is  to  ^fchylus. 

'  The  dragon,  the  ferpents,  the  Lapithjean  war,  Perfeus  and  the 

Gorgons, 
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orgoris,  the  aflembled  gods,  with  Apollo  and  the  Mufes,  the  port, 
the  courfinfT  fcene,  the  horfe  and  chariot  races,  are  omitted  by 
Homer,  perhaps  becaule  he  could  not  vary  them  with  advantage. 
In  the  battle,  he  fails,  and  even  takes  the  moft  ftriking  image,  word 
for  word,  from  Hefiod,  In  the  pTevior.s  circumftances,  the  coun- 
cil of  the  befiegers,  and  the  ambufli  of  the  befiejed,  he  is  tame  on 
companion.  Nor,  are  Pallas  and  Mars  at  the  head  of  .the  citizens, 
in  arms  of  gold,  and  of  fuperiour  Mature  like  gods,  equal  to  the 
fame  deity,  Handing  on  his  car,  "  imbathed  in  blood,  as  he  had 
llripp'd  the  fallen  e'er  they  expired." — Or  to  Minerva  with  her 
fpear,  her  helmet,  and  ^Egis, 

"  as  on  (lie  moved, 

And  fought  the  thickefl  ranks  of  cruel  war."         7.  437. 

This  author  tranflates  the  (liields  of  Hercules  and  Achilles  hito 
blank  verfe,  in  order  to  compare  or  contraft  them  more  advan- 
tageoufly  ;  and  as  Mr.  Pope's  tranflation,  which  vi'as  in  rhyme, 
rendered  it  lefs  fit  for  the  comparifon,  fo  iVlr.  Cowper's,  he 
thinks,  from  various  imperfedlions,  was  by  no  means  adapted 
to  his  purpofe.  The  remarks  on  Mr.  Cowper  are  peculiarly 
judicious.  Of  the  tranflations  we  can  only  fay,  that  they  ap- 
pear to  us  faithful,  energetic,  and  pointedly  defcriptive  :  they 
cannot  claim  the  poIiQied  elegance  and  high  finifh  of  fome 
modern  poetry ;  nor  were  thefe  ornaments,  perhaps,  the 
tranflator's  objedl.  As  they  now  (land,  they  fully  jufiify  the 
opinion  we  have  tranfcribcd  in  our  laft  extrad  from  this  eflay. 
In  the  beginning  of  Hefiod's  poem,  mavoi  is  tranflated  Jiiver^ 
though  it  is  admitted  in  the  note,  that  its  real  meaning  is  gyp- 
fum  ;  but  the  other  fubftance  is  preferred  as  better  adapted  for  a 
(hield.  The  author  might  have  approached  nearer  the  mean- 
ing, by  adopting  the  word  /par,  a  form  of  gypfum,  and  in 
many  cafes  a  fubftance  highly  ornam.ental. 

The  only  remaining  eflay  is,  *  On  the  Valley  of  Stones 
and  the  Country  near  Linton,'  a  beautiful  fpot,  if  the  author 
has  not  indulged  the  poetic  licence,  in  the  v/armth  of  his  de- 
fcription.  We  ought,  however,  to  apologife  for  this  inlinu- 
ation,  which  we  fhould  have  rejedled  as  illiberal,  if  we  had 
not  found  him  fometimes  rifing  a  Lttle  ahove  the  modefty  of 
humble  profe.  But  much  muft  be  forgiven  in  a  warm  enthu- 
fiaftic  admirer  of  beautiful  fcenery,  and  pidlurefque  objects  of 
nature. 

We  muft  now  take  our  leave  of  thefe  authors,  whofe  works 
we  have  foftered  with  our  attention,  as  fcyons  of  promife, 
perhaps  already  ornaments  of  the  literary  foreft.  In  reality, 
we  confiderthis  as  in  many  refpeds  an  important  publication. 
In  various  parts  it  fleps  beyond  the  ufusil  confines,  and  djf- 
8  o'ays 
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plays  many  trnces  of  vigorous  and  compreKenHve  minds.  Tni 
philofophy,  in  criticifm  and  hiiiory,  its  leading  traits,  we  fee 
many  traces  of  valuable  advances  in  fcience  and  knowledge. 
Four  of  the  plates  we  have  already  noticed  as  reprefentations 
of  antiquities  found  in  Devonfliire;  and  one  other,  not  men- 
tioned, is  the  erccl  (lone,  the  tomb  of  Seward  on  the  borders 
of  Scotland,  defcribed  in  the  paper  on  fepulture. 

We  cannot,  however,  wholly  part  uithout  a  word  of  fober 
admonition,  perhaps  of  reprehenfion.  The  typographical  errors 
are  too  numerous  ;  and  though  the  important  faults  are  marked 
in  the  Table  of  Errata,  many  little  deformities  occur,  which 
retard  with  unpleafmg  fenfations  the  attentive  reader.  Should 
this  volume  reach  a  fecond  edition,  an  event  by  no  means  im- 
probable, thefe  may  be  corre6led  j  and  we  would  recommend, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  judicious  curtailment  of  fome  of  the  longer 
eflays,  particularly  that  on  the  chara£ler  of  Pindar,  and  on 
the  Population  of  Europe.  Perhaps,  had  fome  of  the  more 
abftrufe  papers  been  omitted,  the  work  might  have  been 
found  more  generally  interefting  and  entertaining.  As  it  is, 
the  authors  deferve  our  thanks ;  and  we  have  little  doubt  but 
the  public  encouragement  will  induce  them  to  add  at  lead 
another  volume,  which  in  the  Advertifement  is  partly  pro- 
mi  fed. 

Five  DifcGurfeSy  containing  certain  Arguments  for  and  againjl 
the  Reception  of  ChriJTianity  by  the  antient  yews  and  Greeks. 
Preached  at  Croydon,  in  Surry,  by  John  Ireland,  A.  M. 
Vicar  of  the  [aid  Church.  To  zvhich  are  fubjoined,  illnjira- 
tive  Notes.     Svo.     ^s.  6d.     Boards.     Faulder.     1796. 

T'XT'E  know  not  how  to  prefent  a  jufter  view  of  what  thefe 
'  '     difcourfes  contain,    than    by    annexing  the    fummary 
given  by  the  author — 

'  Such,  then,  has  been  the  progrefs  of  our  thoughts  concerning 
the  Jew  anci  the  Greek.  The  former  has  been  impelled  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  a  fpiritual  Meffiah  by  the  perpetual  dependence  of  his 
political  condition,  and  by  the  afcendancy  of  his  religious  deftina- 
tion  ;  while  the  caufe  of  his  infidelity  is  the  fruftrated  hope  of  a 
temporal  fovereignty.  The  latter  has  been  invited  to  the  gofpel  by 
the  adaptation  of  its  miracles  and  dodrines  to  the  principles  of  his 
own  criticifm.  But  the  conviction  afforded  by  this  mode  of  reafoning 
he  alfo  difclaims,  on  account  of  the  irkfome  obedience  command- 
ed by  the  gofpel,  and  his  unwillingnefs  to  fubmit,  in  peace,  to  the 
fovereignty  of  any  fyltem  ;  efpecially  that  which  wanted  the  means 
of  promoting  its  reception  by  the  attendant  influence  of  worldly 
7  authority. 
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authoritv.  Of  his  remaining  nbjeftions,  one  is  furniflied  by  a  phi- 
lofophy  equally  prejudiced  againft  all  religions,  the  other  drawn 
from  a  luperftitious  fpirit  obftinately  attached  to  the  inftitutions  of 
its  national  worfliip. 

'  But  fhall  we  have  entered  into  a  difquifition,  gratifying  to  cu- 
ricfity  alone,  and  net  capable  of  folid  ufe?  "Do  we  fo  fight,  as 
one  that  beateth  the  air?''  God  forbid.  For  each  of  the  argument 
here  adduced  will  apply  itfelf  to  the  confirmation  of  our  own  faith. 
The  inferences  drawn  for  the  Jew  from  the  conduft  of  his  hiftory, 
are  equally  calculated  for  the  Chriftian,  fince  they  comfort  us  with 
the  aiilirance  that  we  have  received  the  true  Meffiah  whom  he  dif- 
allowed.  Meanwhile,  the  caufe  of  his  erroneous  reje<Sion  will 
hardly  tempt  our  minds  to  a  dangerous  imitation.  It  was  a  national 
caufe,  affefting  only  the  fons  of  Ifraei.  Our  own  faith,  therefore 
remaining  uncontaminated  by  the  enquiry,  we  fafely  contemplate 
the  infidelity  of  the  Jew. 

'  Our  views,  we  confefs,  were  not  fo  remote  in  our  treatment  of 
the  Greek.  If,  in  the  prefent  times,  there  are  any  difinclined  to 
the  gofpel,  they  are  fuch  as  would  tread  in  his  fteps  rather  than  in 
thofe  of  the  Jew  ; — would  aflPefl  the  philofophical  fcepticifm  of  the 
one,  in  preference  to  the  more  fallen  and  interefted  refufal  of  tiie 
other.  Therefore,  to  them  we  have  fpnk.cn  through  the  perfon  of 
.  the  earlier  unbeliever.  Them  we  have  endeavoured  to  perfuade, 
bv  arguments  appropriated  to  their  afTumed  modes  of  thinking.  But 
in  them  alfo  we  find  the  fatal  objeftion  which  firft  ftrikes  us  in  their 
corrupt  models.  It  is  the  dreaded  pain  of  religious  obedience  which 
tempts  them  to  the  profeflion  of  infidelity.  If,  in  fpite  of  its  di- 
vine evidence,  authority  is  ftill  denied  by  them  to  the  gofpel,  it  is 
that  its  purity  may  not  reftrain  them,  and  that  they  may  deem  them- 
felves  at  liberty  to  "  commit  all  iniquity  with  greedinefs."  But  Jet 
this  awful  truth  be  well  remembered  :  whether  we  believe  or  difbe- 
lieve,  the  great  purpofes  of  the  gofpel  are  travelling  onwards  to  their 
accomplifhment.  And  happy  they,  who,  before  the  dreadful  day 
of  account,  when  the  hidden  motives  of  all  our  aftions  fhali  be 
produced  "  before  men  and  angels,"  can  furmount  the  prejudices 
of  earthly  corruption  which  degraded  the  Jew, — the  influence  of  a 
vain  philofophy  which  perverted  the  Greek ; — and  penetrated  with 
a  due  fenfe  of  that  revelation  which  callc  them  to  itfelf,  can  ciy 
out  to  its  divine  author,  in  the  language  of  earneft  faith,  renoun- 
cing all  other  confidence,  "  Lord,  to  whom  fliall  we  go  ?  Thou  haft 
the  words  of  eternal  Ufe ;  and  we  believe,  and  are  fure,  that  thou 
art  that  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."     p.  164. 
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Sit'tches  of  a  Hijlory  of  Literature  :  cofUainhg  L.ivef  aftJ  Cha-t 
raHcrs  of  the  moji  eminnit  fVriters  in  different  Languagesy 
ancient  and  modern-^  and  Critical  Reniurki  on  their  [Vorks. 
Together  with  Jcueral  Literary  EjJ'ays.  The  14'loole  dcjigned  as 
a  Diret^oryy  to  guide  the  fudgment  and  form  the  'Ta/Ie  in 
reading  the  bejl  /hithon.  By  the  late  Robert  Alves.^  A.  AL. 
"Jo  which  is  prefixed-,  a  Jljort  Riographlcal  Account  of  the 
Author.      %vo.     Chapman.      Edinburgh, 

'T^HE  fnbjeft  of  this  performance  is  intereding;  and  a  pro- 
"^  dutilion  of  fuch  a  nature,  even  if  it  fiiould  not  he  exe- 
cuted with  extraordinary  ability,  cannot  but  amufe  and  inform 
the  readen  The  name  of  the  author  is,  indeed,  obfcure; 
but  want  of  fame  does  not  always  imply  want  of  merit. 
From  a  fketch  of  his  life  prefixed  to  the  volume,  we  find, 
that  he  was  educated  at  the  univerfity  of  Aberdeen  ;  that  ha 
afterwards  officiated  as  a  fchoolmafler  and  a  private  tutor  j 
that  he  was  occafionally  employed  as  a  writer  by  the  Scottifh 
bookfellers ;  and  that  he  died  while  this  work  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  printer. 

In  fpeaking  of  early  poetry,  he  evinces  an  adherence  to  the 
prejudices  of  his  countrymen,  by  treating  of  the  works  of 
Offian,  as  if  no  doubts  ^ere  entertained  of  their  authenticity. 
But  that  point  feems  now  to  be  adjufted ;  and  we  may,  with  li 
fome  degree  of  confidence,  confider  thofe  pieces  as  fuppofi- 
titious. 

He  properly  reprefents  poetry  as  the  firft  exercife  of  rude 
■  tiaticns  in  literary  compofition.  To  this  art  he  afligns  three 
ftagss  in  its  progrefs  to  refinement.  *  In  the  moft  favage  ilate 
of  fociety  (he  fays),  it  will  be  rude,  bold,  metaphorical ;  but 
full  of  pafiion  and  nature.  In  the  fecond  flage,  it  will  be 
more  comprehenfive  in  its  objects,  as  well  as  phrafeologyj 
more  correct,  but  lefs  ardent  ;  more  fimple  than  fubiime.  In 
the  third  ftage,  imagination,  paifion,  and  pliilofophy,  w^ili  all 
unite  to  carry  it  to  the  highcfl;  perfection.' 

In  his  view  of  the  oriental  learning  and  philofophy,  he  of- 
fers nothing  new ;  and  his  account  of  the  orighi  of  Grecian 
literacure  contains  no  (Irikincr  remarks.  The  lives  and  cha- 
ratlers,  however,  of  the  principal  Greek  writers,  are  fketched 
with  accuracy. 

Proceeding  to  Roman  literature,  Mr.  Alves  traces  it  from 
the  times  of  the  poets  Livius  and  Ennins  to  it's  fubfequent 
ftages  of  improvement.  Having  reached  the  time  of  the  great* 
Roman  orator,  he  fays,  *fimplicity  of  ftyle  feems  to  have  been 
the  dillinguifliing  characleriilic  of  the  Ciceronian  age  :'  bur  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  it  was  more  the  characleriilic  of  other 

writers 
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writers  than  of  Cicero  him felf.  Arriving^t  the  Auguftan  age, 
he  beflows  high  and  deferved  praife  on  Livy,  Horace,  and 
other  ornaments  of  that  period. 

His  account  of  the  literature  of  modern  Italy  is  not  defpi- 
cable  ;  nor  has  he  given  an  ill-drawn  (ketch  of  that  of  Spain 
and  Portugal.  In  his  ftriftures  upon  French  writers,  he  treats 
Roufleau  with  fome  feverity,  but  allows  that  the  fentlnients 
of  that  admired  author  are  generally  favourable  to  liberty  and 
virtue.  With  regard  to  Monte fquicu,  he  obferves,  that,  *  to 
the  liberal  fplrit  difFufed  by  his  Mritings  among  his  country- 
men, may  be  partly  afcribed  the  firft  fparks  of  freedom  vvhicli 
blazed  in  France  ;'  and  of  Voltaire  he  fays,  that  he  *  in  part 
prophefied  the  prefent  revolution.'  That  the  literary  efforts 
cf  thefe  ingenious  men  contributed  to  prepare  the  minds  of 
the  French  for  the  fubverfion  of  defpotifm,  we  have  abundant 
reafon  to  believe. 

The  furvcy  of  Germ.an  literature  is  extremely  fuperficlah 
Though  Mr.  Alves  was  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the 
Germans,  he  might  eafily  have  given  a  more  full  and  fatisfac- 
tory  (ketch  of  their  progrefs  in  every  branch  of  letters. 

An  hiftorian  of'  literature,  even  in  a  mere  outline,  might 
be  expecled  to  have  fpoken  of  many  Englifh  writers  v/ho  pre- 
ceded Ghaucer  ;  but  our  author,  after  the  mention  of  Alfred 
the  Great  and  Richard  I.  as  muficians  and  poets,  proceeds  to 
the  fourteenth  and  following  centuries.  He  is  too  brief  In  his 
remarks  upon  Chaucer,  though  his  view  of  the  character  of 
that  bard  is  jull.  Of  Spenfer,  he  affirms,  that  *  tendernefs 
and  generofity  in  the  extreme ;  romantic  love ;  a  conftant 
vein  of  humanity  that  does  honour  to  human  nature  ;  high 
(Irokes  of  fublime  and  enchanting  defcription  ;  all  tend  to 
mark  out  and  diftinguifh  this  great  and  amiable  poet  :'  but  he 
has  not  overlooked  the  faults  of  this  obje*5t  of  his  admiration ; 
for  he  condemns  the  too  frequent  '  obtrufion  of  enchanted 
fo^'efts,  diRrefled  damfels,  knights  errant,  giants,  demons, 
dragons,  and  wizards ;'  is  difpleafed  with  the  flimfy  veil  of 
allegory  which  covers  the  Fairy  Qjjeen  •,  and  confulers  the 
moral  as  *  too  jejune  and  bare  to  require  fuch  a  parade  of 
wild  defcription.' 

In  his  fuperficial  view  of  the  drama,  he  laments,  with  rea- 
fon, the  prefent  darknefs  of  'the  Britiih  hemifphere  of  dra- 
matic poetry  ;'  and  recommends  the  revival  of  old  plays  of 
merit.  Our  theatrical  managers  do  not  wholly  negiet*  this 
practice. 

Cowley,  Waller,  and  other  poets,  are  properly  charaOerifed 
by  Mr.  Alves;  and  to  Milton  he  pays  that  refpedt  which  is 
due  to  his  tranfcendeiit  merit.     He  is  not,  however,  perfectly 
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happy   in    his  difcrimination  of  the    poetical  characlers   of 
Dry  den  and  Pope. 

He  treats  of  Scottifh  literature  con  amorc;  and,  among  the- 
modern  poets  of  North-Britain,  he  has  introduced  himfelf. 
Though  hiS  felf-love  did  not  fo  far  overcome  his  modefty  as- 
to  induce  him  to  praife  himfelf,  he  was  tempted  to  infert  (for 
this  part  of  the  work  was  printed  before  his  deceafe)  a  pane- 
gyric upon  his  own  poem  of  the  Weeping  Bard,  extracted 
from  one  of  the  Reviews,  including  a  copious  and  a  pleafing 
fpecimen  of  the  piece. 

To  the  hiftory  are  fubjolncd  literary  eflays,  which  chiefly 
involve  comparifons  and  illuflrations  of  ancient  and  modern 
authors.  In  comparing  Milton  with  Shakfpeare,  Mr.  Alves 
intimates  his  opinion,  that  the  chief  dtfferenee  lies  in  expref- 
fion.  *  The  thoughts  of  both  (he  fays)  are  equally  great  r 
the  latter,  perhaps,  is  more  metaphorical,  more  pregnant  in. 
allufions  :  but  the  other  is  more  correct,  more  ciailically  ele- 
gant. In  tragedy,  both  have  ftrong  ianguage  and  marked 
chara£^ers;  but  Shakfpeare  is  more  varied  and  natural,  de- 
fcribing  every  Ihade  anJ  gradation  of  charat^er.'  He  after- 
ward3_  fays,  *  Milton',,  like  Homer,  is  uniformly  great  ;*  but 
this  aflertion  is  not  true  of  either  of  thofe  poets,  or  of  any 
writer  who  ever  exifted.  The  merits  of  Homer,  Virgil,  unci 
Horace,  are  illuftrated  in  dill:in£l  efTays,  with  fome  tafle  and 
judgment.  Herodotus  arid  Livy  are  not  unaptly  compared  ; 
but  the  flisdes  of  refemblance  and  of  difference,  between 
Thucydides  and  Salluft,  are  lefs  accurately  traced,  in  the 
next  eflay,  we  again  meet  with  tihe  fpurious  Caledonian  hardy 
who  is  compared  with  Otway. 

The  mofl;  didinguifhed  orators  wbohave  adorned  the  Bri'tidt 
fenate  in  modern  times,  are  enurricrated  in  one  of  the  eflays. 
*  John  and  Archibald,  dukes  of  Argyle  (we  are  informed) 
were  remarkable  for  a  flrong  and  bc^d  eloquence  ;  and  the 
earl  of  Chellerfield,  their  contemporary  and  rival,  excelled 
in  that  kind  which  is  regular,  elegant,  and  pathetic'  The 
eloquence  of  the  iate  earl  of  Chatham  is  well  charactleriied, 
as  'ardent,  abrupt,  defultory,  irregular.'  The  three  greatefl: 
orators  in  the  prei'ent  parliament  are  thus  defcribed.  '  Sheridan 
is  correct,  eafy,  and  rhetorical :  Fox  is  argumentative,  com- 
prehenfive,  verfatilc,  and  flows  with  an  unbounded  dream  of 
iinlludied  eloquence.  Pitt  pofrcHes  fmgvdar  abilities,  and  i* 
more  pointed,  l\eady,  and  perfuahve.'  V/ith  lefpecf  to  the 
firfl  of  thefe  three  lenators,  an  addition  m,rght  have  been  made 
to  this  delineation,  by  referring  to  his  extraordinary  powers  of 
wit  and  pleufantry  ;  and  of  the  laft  it  might  have  been  faid, 
that  he  is  fpcclous  and  fophifucah 

One 
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One  elTiy  is  appropriated  to  the  eiFufions  of  fevere  farcafm 
Upon  Dr.  Johnfoi),  whom,  for  well-known  reafons,  the  Scots 
are  not  inclined  to  prnife.  Mr.  Alves  admits  his  pretenfiOns 
to  a  confiderable  degree  of  literary  merit  ;  but  reprefents  him 
as  a  compound  of  prejudice,  ill-nature,  caprice,  arrogance; 
vanity,  envy,  and  malice,  and  as  a  fuperftiiious  cultivator  or 
the  forms  of  devotion.,  rather  tha.n  the  eild'hce  of  religion, 
v/hich  did  not  nvcjiifeft  itfelf  either  in  his  heart  or  his  life 
The  colouring  of  this  portrait  is  certainly  unjuft  ;  but  fome' 
parts  of  the  fcetch  bear  a  refemblance  to  the  real  chara£ler  of 
Johnfon.  If  this  writer  has  cenfured  him  with  too  much  acri- 
mony, it  muft  be  allowed  that  many  of  his  friends  have  ex- 
toiled  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  truth. 

It  ii  proper  to  intimate,  that  this  prod u£l:ion  was  revifed  by 
the  late  lord  Gardeniloun,  who  added  various  remarks  to^i^, 
which,  however,  do  not  require  particular  quotation.       '  '",t. 

Notwithflanding  occafional  blemiflics  and  imperfeclions 
both  of  flyle  and  ftatement,  we  may  pronounce  this  work  to 
be  an  ufeful  companion  for  young  ftudents  ;  nor  will  tlie  more 
experienced  fclioiar  find  it  wholly  undeferving  of  his  atten- 
tion. 

Ti  avrh  Into  different  Parts  of  Europe^  in  the  2  cars  179^  (^^d 
1792.  JVith  jam'iitar  Psmarks  on  Places— -Mcyi—attd  Aian- 
ners.  By  fobn  Oiven,  A.  M.  l^c.  2  Vols.  Zvo.  \\s. 
Boards.     Cadell  .^W  Davies.      i79^* 

TIT"!^  ^^6  furprlfcd  at  the  late  appearance  of  this  narrative 
'  *^  of  a  tour  which  was  completed  in  the  year  1792  :  but 
our  furprife  is  not  accompanied  with  the  fmalieft  fufpiciori 
that  the  publication  was  delayed,  according  to  a  report  which 
the  author  mentions,  '  for  the  convenience  of  adapting  it  to 
the  humour  of  the  times.'  We  are  rather  difpofed  to  admit 
his  excufes,  than  to  indulge  fuch  a  conje£lure. 

Mr.  Owen  does  not  profefs  to  defcribe  a.  new.rs-?^/*',  or  to 
open  fources  of  unexplored  amufement.  He  acknowledges 
that  *  the  outline  of  his  tour  differs  in  very  few  refpe6fs  from 
the  ordinary  track  of  fathionable  travel  \  but  he  thinks,  not 
without  reafon,  that  the  eagernefs  of  the  public  will  not  eafily 
be  fatiated  by  fuccefTive  accounts  of  foreign  countries  and  fo- 
reign manners.  In  the  defcriptlon  even  of  limilar  fcenes,  he 
might  have  added,  writers  will  exhibit  many  (hades  of  diver- 
fity  j  and  the  cuftoms  and  maimers  of  the  fame  people  will 
not  draw  the  f^ime  remarks  from  different  travellers,  if  they 
are  endued  with'vivacity,  intelligence,  and  a  fpirit  of  obferva- 
tion. 

.  .  As  -he  affects  not  the  charafter  of  a  cainoijjlur  or  a  vhtuofo^ 
"   '  F  f  2  "      he 
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he  does  not-  minutely  dwdl  on  paintiuiis,  ftatues,  or  other 
"works  of  art;  but  contents  himfelfwith  a  brief  mention  of 
the  imprefFions  ^yhich  he  received  from  a  curfory  view  of 
thofe  objects.  Long  and  elaborate  defcriptions  of  fuch  pro- 
ductions are,  indeed,  dry  and  unintcrcfling ;  and  are  poor 
fubflitutes  for  actual  obfervation.  View^s  of  life  and  man- 
ners, and  difplays  of  human  nature  in  all  its  changes  and 
modifications,  are  more  conducive  to  the  entertainment  and 
inftruciion  of  the  general  readers  of  a  tour,  than  technical 
criticifms  on  the  labours  of  the  pencil  and  the  chifcl,  diftufe 
accounts  of  coins  and  medals,  or  didertations  on  -j.  cameo  or  an 
into.^!io. 

„^rOur  author's^  courfe  M'as  firfi:  dlre£led  to  the  Netherlands, 
•which  had  not' then  been  wrefted  from  the  houfc  of  Auftria. 
Thence  he  proceeded  into  the  Dutch  territories;  entered 
Germany  by  the  way  of  Liege ;  pafled  with  rapidity  through 
the  weftern  diftri'dls  of  the  empire  ;  traverfed  Switzerland 
with  lefs  precipitancy  ;  and  profecuted  his  journey  through 
Savoy  and  Piedmont.  He  amufed  himfelf  for  feveral  months 
with  the  beauties  and  the  antiquities  of  Italy  i  then  croflecl 
the  lirolefe  Alps  ;  re-vifited  Switzerland  ;  and  made  a  fhort 
excurfion  to  the  fouth  of  France.  He  afterwards  extended  his 
rowfrrtoViennajthen,  turning  to  the  northward,  haftened  through 
the  kingdom  of  Bohemia,  paiTed  through  the  Saxon  electorate 
into  the  dominions  of  his  Pruffian  majelly  ;  and,  returning  to 
Holland  by  the  circuitous  courfe  of  Hamburg,  clofed  at  Har- 
wich an  extenfiye  tour. 

The  diflenfions  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands 
and  their  Auflrian  fovereign  had  not  entirely  fubfided,  when 
our  traveller  landed  in  their  country.  A  foirit  of  difaffedlion 
flill  lurked  ;  arkl  fecret  combinations  fliill  exifled.  But  the 
next  commotions  were  oeftined  to  arife  from  the  revolutionary 
hitrigues  of  the  French,  rather  than  from  the  exertions  of  an 
opprelled  people,  or  the  arts  of  Flemifh  pfeudo-patriots.  Of 
Van  Eupen  and  yandernuodt,  the  leaders  of  the  infurreCVion  ,. 
againft  the  emperor,  Mr.  Owen  fpeaks  in  fevere  terms;  and  '^ 
he  is  alfo  unfavourable  in  his  report  of  the  general  fharaCler 
of  the  Flemings  ;  the  mod  prominent  features  of  which,  he 
fays,  are  ignorance,  dulhiefc,  and  obilinacy.  He  is  fcarcely 
raore  difpofed  to  favour  the  Hollanders,  whofe  mercenary  dil- 
pofition  and  illiberal  manners  he  freely  cenfures. 

In  hh  account  of  Spa,  he  aflumes  the  air  of  a  moralift,  and 
makes  fuch  refIe(ftions  as  will  fuit  other  places  which  are  pro- 
mifcubuily  frequentedby  the  votaries  of  pieafure  and  by  valetu- 
difiariaiis.  *  The  rivutets  of  health '(heobfetves)  are  fwalloW- 
ed  upin  the  torrents  of  pieafure;  the  feverity  of  regimen  re- 
laxes into  the  luxury  of  debauch ;  aiiti  theTiiediCinal  ptJtroi*!  is 

"  *  ■  fupplanted 
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fupplanted  by  the  bacchanaiian  draught.  Nor  is  this  all :  the 
harpies  of  fortune  are  difpofed  in  every  quarter  of  this  Circean 
Elyfium.  The  young  an.l  the  incautious  are  inveigled  by  the 
fpecious  appearar.ces  of  pcrfonai  fplendour  and  titled  confc- 
quence.  Fortunes  are  thus  committed,  not  to  the  mercy  of 
a  card,  or  the  chance  of  a  die,  but  to  the  artifice  of  thofe, 
whofe  fole  talent  is  imnofture,  and  whofe  fole  property  i$ 
veiled  in  the  funds  of  human  weaknefs.- — I  cannot  but  beheve, 
that  more  morals  are  debauched  by.  the  contagion  of  the  vices 
of  Spa,  than  nerves  hraccd  by  the  vigour  of  Its  air,  and  that 
more  fortunes  -are  ruined  by  the  fafcination  of  its  amurements> 
than  conftiturions  reflored  by  :he  falubrity  of  its  fprings.' 

Of  Bafle,  he  gives  a  "pleafir.g  picture :  'It  owes  (he  fays) 
all  its  beauties  tQ  nature  and  to  iuduftry.  Its  only  ornaments 
are,  the  landfcapes  which  furrounJ  it,  and  the  fimnle  manners 
of  thofe  v.-ho  inhabit  it.  Men,  women,  and  children^  all  ap- 
peared engaged  in  the  common  caufe  of  enriching  its  markets, 
and  fupporting  its  commerf.e,  H;;re  are  no  paftimes  for  the 
gay,  no  indulge.nces  for  the  vicioi'is:  but  tlie  heart  which  can 
tafle  of  purer  pieafures,  and  rejoice  in  the  felicity  of  the  hu- 
man race,  may  here  receive  no  common  gratification,  in  con- 
ter.rplaring  a  virtuous,  an  united,  and  a  happy  people.' 

rlis  arrival  at  Laufanne  calling  Gibbon  to  his  recollec- 
tion, he  paid  a  vifit  to  his  celebrated  countrvman,  whom  he  re- 
prefents  as  the  grandmor.arqii-:  of  literature  at  th;  t  town.  *  His 
converfation  (^he  adds)  is  covrecl:  and  eloquent  j  his  periods  are 
meafurcd,  and  his  manner  of  delivering  them  folemn.'  But, 
though  he  talks  too  oracularly,  he  is,  at  his  table,  cheerful, 
frank,  and  convivial.  His  hofpitalitles  are,  however,  not 
ftricfiy  patriotic  :  hio  predilettion  for  the  Swifs  is  notorious  j 
and,  as  a  love  of  pre-eminence  may  not  be  clafTed  arnongft 
the  leafl  of-  liis  failings,  he  feems  to  have  decided  well  in  the 
choice  of  his  fociety.'  The  inhabitants  of  Laufanne  may  now 
lament  the  !ofs  of  one  wh.o  enlivened  and  adorned  their  cir- 
cles,  and  whofe  refidencc  did  honour  to  their  community. 

An  exiracl  from  this  work,  containing  a  narrative  of  an 
excurfion  among  the  glaciers  or  icy  mountains  of  Savpy,  may 
ferve  to  amufe  the  reader— 

'  The  Glacier  de  Boifons-  (fays  Mr.  Oiven)  is  the  firfi:  to  which 
ftrangers  arci  generally  inrroduced.  it  makes  fcarcely  any  figure 
trom  the  valley,  ftanding  among  many  utiitrs  of  much  gi eater 
magnitude.  Being  feveraily  iurniflied  with  a  long  ftick  pointed 
with  iron,  wc  arcended  wirh  ealV  the  lower  part  of  the  niounrain, 
which  was  covered  with  turf  and  not  very  frecp ;  but  the  approach 
towards  the  ice  u'as  ditlicult,  and  the  fticlcs  wtre  eminently  ufciul. 
Previous  to  our  arrival  upon  the  level  witli  rlie  Mer-de-glsce,  we 
were  ftopped  by  the  guides   in  order  to  view  the  jnagnitcent  pro* 
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fpeft  before  us.  If  prefenfed  a  range  of  icy  pvnmids  of  the  piireli 
complexion,  and  of  the  boldt-ft  foririb :  we  were  filled  v\'ith  aftonifli- 
ment  at  a  fpeclacle  which  blended  (o  perfectly  the  grand  and  the 
beautiful. 

'  Arrived  at  the  fiimmit  of  the  mount:^in,  we  entered  upon  the 
Glacier,  but  found  great  difficulty  in  keeping  oiu'  feet.  7"he  fun 
had  gloffed  the  fmface,  and  rendered  it  almofl  iTipolUble  to  tread 
with  ahy  degree  of  fecurity.  In  pafTing  amongft  thefe  frozen 
trafts,  we  came  to  many  vvide  chafms  and  golphs  of  a  foiinidable 
depth.  We  threw  down  flakes  of  ice  or  {tones,  whofe  fall  return- 
ed a  tremendous  found.  It  was  curious  to  obferve  upon  thehi'gheft 
parts  manv  mades  of  flone  ready  to  precipitate;  and  upon  the 
tnountalns  in  defcending  we  faw  fome  of  dreadful  bulk,  which 
had  at  different  times  been  tumbled  frorii  the  fnmhiit  of  the  Glacier. 
Pierre  Balmat,  pur  principal  guide,  related  to  us,  that  his  was  wit- 
nefs  to  the  fill  of  orie  of  the  largeft  of  thefe  ;  and  that  it  was  attend- 
ed with  the  inoil  tremendous  circumflances.  '  Iiidecdit  appears  ex- 
traordinary that  men  fliould  be  found  to  inhabit  regions,  where 
they  are  continually  expofed  to  thefe  impendingdangcrs.  All  the 
way  as  we  dcfcenoed,  vve  obferved  the  ruins  of  trees  whofc  trunks 
had  been  fplit  afunder,  or  their  roots  torn  from  the  ground,  by  tlie 
violence  of  thefe  avalanc/ws.  We  had  fuffered  but  little  fatigue 
by  the  whole  of  this  expedition;  the  ice  saorJed  us  water  of  the 
moil:  refi^eflnng  coolnefs,  and  flrawbenies  abounded  upon  the 
nioiintaiii  over  which  we  paffed  on  leaving  the  ice.  Evening  was 
now  advancing:  we  re-entered  our  char-a-bants,  and  ftiortly  ar- 
rived at  the  priory  of  Chamouni. 

'  Pierre  Balmat  undertook  all  the  nece(T:-:rv  an-an^ements  for  the 
b'llfinefs  of  Montanvert,  which  v>'e  were  next  to  undertake  :  and  the 
following  morning,  after  an  early  mafs,  came  to  announce  that  all 
was  in  readinefs.  We  were  but  four  who  refoived  on  this  expedi- 
tipn  ;  and  we  began  to  afcend  the  mountain,  havirg  Pierre  Balmat 
at  our  head,  and  another  guide  bringing  up  the  rear,  each  charged 
with  their  portion  of  luggage,  provifion,  &c.  The  firil  league,  or 
hour  as  it  is  called,  was  rugged,  but  not  fteep.  It  is  fo  much  of 
th'e'way  as  b  ufually  made  by  the  rnuler.  We  began  from  this 
boundary  to  eJcperience  fome  difficulties  :  the  track,  without  being 
lefs  rugged,  became  more  deep;  and  we  had  occafionally  to  jiafs 
.^iong'  a  precipice,  which  could  not  be  regarded  without  riizzineis, 
and  from  which  a  falfe  Itep  muft  inevitably  have  terminated  the 
journey.-  The  profpefi  before  us  annihilated,  all  fenfe  of  fear  or 
fatigue ;  .a.nd,  after  an  arduous  ftruggle  of  about  three  hours,  we 
gained  the  fummit  of  the  Montanvert,  and  had  the  glorious  JMer- 
de-glace  full  in  view. 

*  We  had  afcended  the  mountain  very  lightly  clad,  and  had  been   . 
much  opprelTed    by   heat.      The  trar.fitjon  was  inftant:>.neous  to  a    • 
chilling  cold.     The  guides  admonifhed  us  to   v.rap  ourfelves  up 
».. .  .  fpeedih, 
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fpeed'ilv,  r,s  the  air  from  the  Glacier  might  have  a  dangerous  effeft. 
The  iNIer-dc-glace  refemhles  exaflly  a  billowy  expanfe  of  water 
frozen  while  the  waves  were  yet  fwelling  with  the  majedy  of  the 
itorni.  We  defcended  by  a  rugged  path  to  the  level  of  the  ice; 
and  !iy  a  proper  union  of  courage  and  caution,  afcended  and  de- 
fcended over  the  vafi:  coluinns  of  ice  which  covered  this  furf.xe. 
^^^hertver  the  eye  ranged,  nothing  prefented  itfelf  but  objefts  of  ter- 
r'lble  grandeur  ; — prccipiceSj  over  which  luing  the  loofening  rocks— 
gutphs.  where  the  projected  frone  could  fcarcely  find  a  bottom. 
The  whole  valley  appe.:red,  as  IViU  heaving  with  the  tempeft.  Be- 
fore I  quitted  the  ice,  J  cail  a  parting  view  at  the  vaft  range  of 
r«ckv  fpires  and  columns  that  snclofed  it.  To  the  left,  I  faw  the 
vale  of  Chaniouni  far  below;  r.nd  to  the  right,  the  Glacier  extended 
mort  than  twenty  leagues  among  regions  inacceffible  to  human 
tfifcoverv.  I  felt  an  enihufiafm,  which  is  revived  in  the  narration 
— but  which  the  mod  elaborate  defcription  is  ill  calculated  to  com- 
munic&te. 

'  Our  r^epaft   was    prepared   bythe  indullrious  guides  in  a  fhed- 
.kmowii  by  the  name  of  Blair's  cabin.     It  is  principally  formed  by  < 
Itoces,  placed  without  cement  upon  each  other;  and  the  table  is  of 
ctue  ilingJe-Itofte-    Jt  w^s,  as  Balmat  reported,  erefted  by  a  gentle- 
nmn  of  the  name  of  Blair,  in  confequence  of  a  violent  hail-fiorai 

not  unui'ual  in  thefe  regions— ^from  which  iiimfeif  and  his  friends 

h,:;d  fuffered.  ■  The  traveller  owes  Mr.  Blair  gratitude  for  this  piece 
of:  philunthrcpy.'  Th^^  interior  of  this  cabin  is  covered  with  a  re- 
gilter  of  names  engraved  upon  the  walls  by  thofe  who  have  vifited 
i.-'.efe  fcenes.  V     Vol.  i.  p.  C26. 


'  Having  frniflied  our  repaft,  and  allowed  due  time  for  our 
gi-.ides  to  refreAi  themfelves,  we  began  to  defcend.  The  beginning 
of  the  defcent  was  not  accompanied  with  any  particular  difficulties  : 
but  the  latter  part,  which  puriued  a  track  different  from  that  by 
which  we  afcendiil,  was  fieep  and  hazardous.  We  were  occa- 
fionally  llartled  by  the  diftant  rumbling  of  thofe  avahvches^  which 
are  (particularly  during  the  heatsT  detaching  loofe  mafles  of  ice  or 
ftone,  and  |)recip:tating  them  with  violent  expiofion.  Thcie  moun- 
tains are  not  without  their  Ijdxuries.  We  were  prefented  in  ditf'er- 
-ent  ftations  of  the'defcent  with  ftrawberries  and  goats-milk  of  deli- 
cious flavour.  Thofe  who  have  felt  the  heat  can  alone  imagine 
how  cxratcfal  ihefe  rtfreHimentb  proved.  Having  at  length  efftded 
our  defcent,  Me  traverfed  a  valley  through  which  flowed  the  Arve- 
ron  ; — this,  like  all  the  bottoms  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thefe 
mountains,  was  ftrcwed  with  thofe  fragments  of  ftone,  which  once 
occLip.cd  a  higher  fituation.  Our  guide  now  conduced  us  along 
this  uncouth  track  to  one  of  the  nobleft  objects  in  nature — the 
fcurce  of  the  ArverQu.     It  is  a  recefs  hollowed  cut  by  the  hand  of 

F  f  4  nature, 
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nature,  and  all  the  colours  that  enrich  it  are  of  her  own  peiicillii  ^ 
Imagine  the  openings  of  a  mighty  cavern — fcooped  in  the  ccn 
rre — and  over-arched  by  various  mafTes  of  ice  in  forms  the  moft 
wild,  yet  the  mod  majeftic. — Pidure  to  yoiirfclf  the  purefl  tints, 
blending  into  each  other  with  the  mofl  enchanting  foftnefs,  and  the 
moft  regular  gradation.  From  the  centre  of  this  cave  thus  artfully 
formed, — thus  fublimelv  coloured, — imagine  a  torrent  ifiuins  with 
violence,  and  tumultuoudy  rolling  among  niafltrs  of  rock,  which 
obftru6t  the  channel  and  fpread  its  waters  into  foam.  If  the  pic- 
ture be  not  entire,  throw  into  the  canvas  the  furrounding  fcenery  ; 
— the  vale  of  Chamouni  decorated  in  all  the  charms  oi  induftrv 
and  culture; — the  hoary  magnincence  of  the  Glaciers; — and  the 
fombre  mnjefty  of  thofe  ftubborn  rocks,  which  retain  no  trace  of 
vegetation  : — let  the  fetting  fun  throw  his  lafl;  rays  over  this  groupe  ; 
—  and  then  tell  me,  whether  it  be  enthufiafm  to  clafs  this  with  the 
nobleft  produitions  of  nature.'     Vol.  i.  p.  233. 

Though  many  of  the  letters  of  our  traveller  are  devoted  to 
obfervations  upon  Rome,  we  find  nothing  particularly  novel 
or  flriking  in  them.  In  his  account  of  Naples,  he  jnftly  re- 
probates the  vicious  and  profligate  habits  of  the  people  of  all 
ranks  ;  nor  does  he  highly  praife  the  characler  of  the  Italians 
in  general. 

In  his  fliort  vifit  to  France,  he  was  prefent  at  Lyons  dur- 
ing the  firft  difturbance  confequent  on  the  late  revolution, 
■which  (lained  that  (now  ruined)  city  with  blood.  He  was  at 
the  theatre  with  a  party  of  females,  whofe  fears  of  danger  he 
had  allayed  by  a  favourable  report  of  the  general  llate  of  the 
town. 

*  In  this  fituation  (he  fays)  we  received  the  firft  intelligence  of 
an  actual  infurreftion,  and  a<!ils  of  the  moft  brutal  cruelty  already 
perpetrated.  The  "  Payfan  Magiftrat,"  a  piece  profellcdly  adapt- 
ed to  revolutionary  feelings,  was  exhibited  ;  and  the  applaufe  which 
it  produced  from  the  audience,  was  evidently  mixed  with  confider- 
ablc  tumult.  The  progrefs  of  the  reprerentation  was  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  vociferous  demands  for  ca  ira,  and  the  Marfeiliois 
march.  This  laft  is  a  furious  war  fong,  the  air  of  which  in  a  mi- 
litary or  theatrical  band  Is  fijigulnrly  noble  and  impreffive.  The 
words  which  were  fung  by  two  foldiers  at  the  burning  of  the  pic- 
tures, are  not  a  little  fanguinary  and  vindi(fti\'e.  Thefe  clamours 
did  not  exhibit  the  molt  flattering  fymptoins.  Ladies  were  obferv- 
ed  quitting;  their  boxes  in  fucceliion,  and  we  beoan  to  fee  ourfelves 

JO  '  o 

nearly  deferted.  In  the  mean  time  the  Petits  Savoyards,  which 
was  the  after-piece,  feemed  to  engage  no  part  of  the  audience's  at- 
tention, who  were  violent  in  tlieir  demands  for  the  IVIarfcillois  ; 
which  at  length  prevailed  over  every  other  movement.    We  judged 

it 
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It  expedient  now  to  withdraw;  and  found  tl;e  ftrvant  ready  to  ac- 
quaint us,'  with  trembling  accents,  that  a  mob  had  alTembied  and 
beheaded  feven  officers,  and  that  they  were  now  bearing  thefe  head? 
in  proceilion  through  the  ftreets.  The  appieh.enficu  of  meeting 
this  inhuman  procellion  was  a  lubjc>5t  of  cruel  anxiety,  tiil  we  ar- 
rived in  the  Place  Beilecourt.  . 

'  Having  efcorted  my  charge  to  their  apartments,  and  trimmed 
the  lin^hts,  which  the  palpitating  valet   (who  was  an  Aulirian)   had 
raiioed  at  the  firlt  call  of  the  mob,  I  defcended,  in  order  ro  inform 
mvfelf  of  what  had  been  afted  in   this  bloody  drania.     It  appears, 
that  the  populace  were  full  excited  to  inlurrefticn  by  fome  "olun- 
ttrers  from   Marfeilles ;  and   that,  at  about  five  o'clock,  they  adem- 
bled  and  forced  a  guard-hoiife,  from  which  they  dragged  an  officer 
of  rank,  who,  in    company  with   fix  oth.ers,  had  been  ar.efted  by 
the  mimicipalitv,  upon  I'ufpicion  of  correfponding  with  the  eremy, 
and  confined. for  trial.   He  plunged  into  the  Saone  in  order  to  efcape 
their  fury  ;  but  they  fired  upon  him,  and  having  dragged  him  alhore, 
llruck  off  his  head,  and  there  executed  tlie  fan.e   vengeance  upoA 
tlie   remaining  fix.      Bv  this  time,  nine  o'clock,  the   mob  liad  fic- 
Cjuired  confiderable  ftrength  ;  and  were  celebrating  the  moll  outra- 
geous orgies  before  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  round  the  heads,  which  they 
lad  elevated  upon  a  ]X)!e.   All  the  flreets  were  illuminated  through- 
<:)ut  the  citv,  by  order  of  the  moi),  and  ilraggling- parties  wc;e  pa* 
rading  through  different  quarters,  and  vociferating  "Vive   la  Aa- 


tion  I" 


'  I  fliall  not  intrude  upon  your  fenfibiH^-y,  by  painting  the  fiaia- 
tion  of  my  friends  in  the  interval  of  X.^o  hours,  wi'iich  pafied  be^ 
tween  the  tin;e  of  oar  return  to  the  hotel,  and  tliai  of  the  'iTio'b'*s 
proceilion.  At  tle\'en  o'clock  the  tumult,  which  hr.d  h;thcjtr,  been 
<;onfufedIy  heard,  becam.e  more  difiicftly  auuiLiie  :  ^r\<^  rtie  grr.:  -ul 
increafe  of  uproar  feemed  to  announce  fome  change-of  fcehe.  A 
feviT  minutes  only  allowed  us  to  conjecture,  when  the  whole  body 
of  the  mob  entered  the  fquare.  They  formed  a  long,  a::d  to  api-f 
ptarance,  a  regular  train;  the  foremoll'  of  wjiich  bore  torches  and 
pikes,  upon  the  points  of  which  iafl  v>ere  the  trophies  r.f  their  ven- 
geance. This  proceilion,  I  fpeedily  learnt,  was  founded  upon  a 
new  event:  thirteen  priefts  had  been  feleifted  cut  of  two  hundred, 
who  were  confined;  and  it  was  the  blot.d  of  thefe  that  wow  pro- 
voked their  cannibal  joy.  Yells  and  g, oans  accompanied  their 
march  through  the  fquare,  and  the  very  to/ie  o'i  their  ihouts  con- 
veyed the  exprefiions  of  murder.  It  hao  appeared  upon  enquirv, 
tliat  the  officer,  on  whom  the  tirii  vengt.intc-fel!,  haa  bt;n  appre- 
hended  in  our  hotel,  a  fortnight  previous  to  this  event  ;  and  the  hrfi: 
entrance  of  the  mob  into  this  quarter  admitted  of  r.n  interpretation, 
which  did  not  tend  to  diminifli  tiie  alarms  for  our  {  hiw .  The  lieads 
were,  however,  fufptnded  upon  the  trees,  and  the  populace  filed 
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off  to  their  head  quarters  before  the  Hotel  de  Ville.  By  this  tin:c 
fome  aftive  mcafiires  were  taking  by  the  mLinicipality,  and  a  pa- 
trole  of  horfe,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve,  was  fcour- 
ing  the  principal  ftrcets.  A  gradual  calm  enfiicd,  and  by  two  o'clock 
the  danper  feemed  to  have  fubruled.'      Vol.  ii.  p.  329. 

In  his  tour  through  the  fouthern  parts  of  Germany,  Mr. 
Owen  found  the  name  of  an  Englifiiman  productive  of  refpe£fc 
from  the  people,  while  that  of  a  Frenchman  excited  difguft 
and  odium.  Ke  obt'erved  the  eagernt-fs  of  the  ruhng  powers 
to  prevent  the  diflemination  of  democratic  opinions  ;  and  did 
not  find  that  their  endeavours  had,  as  will  frequently  happen, 
a  contrary  effect.  The  people  appeared  to  him  to  be  i'atisfied 
with, their  government,  particularly .  in  the  Auilrian  territo- 
I'ies;  and  confidered  themfclves  as  enjoying  more  perfonal 
fafety  under  the  fway  of  an  arbitrary  court,  than  the  repub- 
lican French  can  boaft  under  the  fhadow  of  a  free  conltitu- 

tion. 

Of  the  prefent  emperor,  he  remarks,  that  his  features  indi- 
cate that  fpecies  of  tranquillity  which  is  more  allied  to  duU- 
nefs  than  to  benignity ;  and  thatiiis  phyhognomy  exhibits  no 
marks  of  the  foldier  or  the  ftatefman.   Of  this  prince's  capital, 
he  fpeaks  in  panegyrical  terms,  with  regard  to  the  buildings^ 
the  walks,  academical  and  other  eftabhfliments,  and  general 
accommodations.     He  confiders  the  character  of  the  inhabi- 
tants as  that  of  a  tranquil  clafs,  more  attached  to  fenfuality 
than  riot ;  and  he  applauds  their  liberal  treatment  of  Grangers- 
Pie  does  not  think  that  the  charge  of  gluttony,  with  which 
they  are  ftigmatifed,  is  more  applicable  to  them  than  to  the 
voracious  members  of  Enghfn  corporations:  but  he  admits 
that  they  are  fond  of  good  cheer,  and  that  they  cultivate  in- 
dulgence and  mirth  in  every  form.    'It  might  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  harmony  of  the  town  would  be  frequently  diflurbed 
by  the  revels  of  intemperance,  and  the  rage  of   infoxication^ 
This,  however,  is  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  the  ftrcets 
are  profoundly  quiet  at  all  hours  of  the  night.     Nor  is  the 
no£lurnal  tranquillity  of  the  town  frequently  invaded  in  other 
refpecls  ;  for  robberies  rarely  occur,  and  fires  are  ftill  more 
uncommon. 

By  the  celerity  of  his  progrefs  through  Bohemia,  Saxony, 
and  Brandenburg,  Mr.  Owen  was  precluded  from  opportu- 
nities of  making  correal  or  fatisfaftory  obfervations  on  the 
manners  of  the  people  or  the  culloms  of  the  refpedive  coun- 
tries, lie  has  therefore  declined  to  expatiate  on  points  which 
he  did  not  accurately  examine.  If  all  travellers  had  equal 
modelly,    error  and  abfurdity  would  be  lefs-  confpicuous  in 
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iJpon  the  whole,  thefe  volumes  are  lively,  agreeable,  and 
amufing.  If  we  do  not  meet  v/ith  profundity  of  remark,  we 
are  nor  difgaOied  with  obtruiive  affechition  :  if  the  accounts 
are  fomeiimes  too  luperfici.il,  and  the  incidents  are  occafion- 
ally  unimportant,  the  animation  of  the  narrative  is  pleafing  ; 
and,  if  tlie  ftyle  and  ditiion  are  not  uniformly  correcl,  eafc 
and  fmoothncfs  are  more  prevalent  than  harfhnefs  or  diflc)- 
nance.  It  may  alio  be  obldrved,  that  the  author  manifefls 
ionie  honourable  traits  of  chara£ter,  and  evinces  a  regard  for 
well  regulated  liberty. 


Ntre'is    Britcwajca  \  'or   a   Botarncal  Defcriptlon  of  the  Briiijh 

Alai'riic    Plan's,     m   Latin  and  EngUJh :    accompanied  zvith 

Dravjiugs  from  I^Jaturc.      By   fohn  Slackhoufe^  Efq.  Felloiv 

of  the   Li'we.m   Society.      As.  /.      Folio.      1 2 J.     Reived.  B. 

and  J.  M\hite.      1795- 

T'^  7HEN  anv  branch  of  fcience,  embracing  a  number  of  ob- 
^  jecis,  has  its  firfb  principles  clearly  ed'abliOred,  and  its 
outlines  pretty  accurately  (Icetched,  thedifFercnt  compartments 
will  bell  be  filled  up,  if  cultivated  feparateiy  by  different  in- 
dividuals with  circumftances  and  talents  fuited  to  the  under- 
taking. This  has  already  been  done  in  many  inilances  in  the 
fcience, of  botany  ;  andVe  have  now  the  fatisfatliou  of  feeing 
fome 'of  the  moil  obfcure  tribes  of  plants,  viz.  the  Fuci,  the 
jll^cc^  iind  the  Confcrv^^  undertaken  by  a  gentleman  Vv-hofc 
local  fituatio:i  is  particularly  favourable  to  the  purpofe,  and 
v.^Iiofe  abilities,  judging  from  the  part  of  the  v/ork  now  before 
us,  are  happily  fuited  to  its  execution. 

Our  great  extent  of  fea-coafl,  and  its  various  afpecSts  de- 
pendent upon  cur  iiifular  fituation,  are  circumilances  which 
give  a  peculiar  propriety  to  the  invefi;igation  of  tiiefe  fubje£ls 
in  this  country  ;  and  foicign  botaniits  had,  on  thefe  accounts, 
a  kind  of  right  to  expect  it  from  us. 

Tlie  Hifhria  Fucorum  by  profeiTor  S.  G.  Gmelin,  pub- 
llihed  in  lytS,  is  the  only  work  which  has  been  written  ex- 
prefsJy  on  the  Fuci;  and  this  is  a  work  of  great  merit  as  far 
as  it  goes:  but  many  new  fpecies  have  been  difcovered  fincc 
that  work  v.'as  written  ;  and  the  numerous  errors  in  the  fyno- 
nyms,  hardly  avoidable  on  fubjec^ls  fo  imperfe<SlIy  defcribecl 
and  fo  little  underflood,  have  led  our  countryman  Mr.  Hudfon^ 
as  well  as  other  writers,  inco  perplexities  nearly,  if  not  altoge- 
ther inextricable.  Mr.  Stackhoufe  feems  to  have  been  aware 
of  this,  and  lias  been  more  fparing  of  fynonyms  ;  but  (1:111  we 
believe  that  he  has,  in  a  few  inflances,  been  millaken ;  thefe 

millakcs 
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miftakes  however  will  esfily  be  corrccled  when  the  public 
fhail  be  favoured  with  the  very  accurate  difcrisninations  of  the 
fpecies,  the  refult  of  the  united  labours  of  Dr.  Goodenough 
and  Mr.  Woodward,  which,  we  underftar.d,  are  to  appear 
in  the  rhird  volume  of  the  Tranfactions  of  the  Linnxan  Society. 

In  a  Preface,  printed, -as  is  the  wiiole  work,  both  in  Latin  and 
Englifh,  the  author  points  out  the  infufficiency  of  the  Linnxan 
charafrer  of  Fucus,  which  he  frxys  applies  only  to  eight  or  ten 
out  of  uezrly /even ty  fpecies;  and  net  very  accurately  even  to 
thefe.  The  remainder,  he  thinks,  may  be  divided  into  fuch  as 
have  a  Je/ly-Iike  pulpf  fometinies  uncovered  and  lying  in  the 
folds  or  wrinkles  of  the  plant,  fometimes  included  in  a  tender 
pellicle  on  the  finooth  furfaceof  the  frond,  but  without  gra- 
nulations :  fuch  as  are  furnifhcd  with  fi/iall  round  dark-coioiir~ 
ed granules^  eiiher  imbedded  in  the  furface  of  the  frond,  or 
afHxed  to  the  flem  :  fuch  as  have  pedunculated  globulci :  and 
laftly,  fuch  as  have  tubercles  ox  ".varts. 

In  a  Porifcript  Imniediarely  following  the  Preface,  the  authdV 
combats  Gmelin's  fuppofition  of  un'[/exuol  zudajexual  ph.msi 
r.or  is  he  niore  difpofed  to  adopt  the  theory  of  Gartner,  that 
the  granules  of  fru£li(ication  in  marine  plants  are  merely 
gems  filled  zvith  medullary  Jubjlance.  Thcfe  opinions  had  been 
Supported  at  confiderabie  length  by  his  friend  T.  Velley,  efq. 
wlio,  in  a  diiTertation  prefixed  to  his  coloured  figures  of  marine 
plants^  had  moreover  attempted  to  refute  the  opinions  of 
Reaumur  which  had  been  the  bafis  of  the  Linnsean  chara£l:er 
of  fucus.  We  confefs  rliat  Reamur's  idea  of  the  pencils  of 
filky  fibres  on  the  furface  of  the  frond,  or  in  the  cavities 
of  the  air  bladders,  being  the  male  parts  of  fruclification,  is 
liable  to  infuperable  obje6tions ;  for,  ift.  The  exillence  of  an- 
thers has  never  been  well  cftablidied,  though  the  anther  and 
not  the  filament  is  the  efTential  part  of  a  ftamen.  2d.  Thefe 
pencils  of  fibres  are  found  upon  plants  in  a  very  young  ftate, 
long  before  there  is  any  appearance  of  female  fructification. 
3d.  They  exift  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  without  undergoing 
any  apparent  change,  and  are  the  fame  before  the  formatioa 
of  the  germen,  and  after  the  ripening  of  the  fruit.  For  thefe 
and  other  reafcns  which  might  be  affigned,  we  wifli  Mr.  Stack- 
houfe  would  give  a  very  particular  attention  to  this  curious 
part  of  his  fubjecl: :  and,  as  he  feems  to  expeft  that  confiderabie 
difcoveries  may  be  made  by  examining  the  plants  at  every  dif- 
ferent feafcn  of  the  year,  aided  by  powerlul  microfcopcs,  we 
fhall  anxioufly  look  for  the  fruits  of  his  refearches  in  his  next 
fafciculus.  May  not  thefe  bundles  or  pencils  of  fibres  be 
deflined  to  fecrete  air  from  the  juices  of  the  plant,  or  to  fc- 
pavate  it  from  the  furrounding  medium  ? 

a  The 
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The  fcifcicidus  now  before  us  contains  coloured  figures  of 
fiventcen  diirerent  fiici,  all  drawn  to  the  fize  of  i^ature,  except 
the  f.  d'lg'itatus  and  polyfcbides,  whofe  unwieldy  bulk  renckrs 
them  but  awkward  lubje£ls  for  the  pencil.  The  parrs  of 
frutlrification,  at  lealt  thofe  fuppofed  to  be  fuch,  are  fi-bjoined 
to  the  different  figures  •,  and  ma<jnined  drawings  are  givea 
when  necelTary.  Of  thefe  feventeen  plants  two  are  entirely 
new,  and  two  others  are  now  figured  for  the  firft  time.  The 
pencils  of  fibres  are  not  exprefled  in  either  of  the  figures  of 
fucus  vefuulofus,  though  we  believe  they  always  exift  ;  but 
in  every  other  refpedl  the  drawings  are  unexceptionable; 
and,  what  is  rare  in  fubjeds  of  natural  hiftory,  they  are  chaftely 
coloured. 

After  remarking  that  the  fpecific  characters  are  in  many 
inftances  improved,  and  that  the  obfervations  given  in  Englifh 
are  frequently  more  than  mere  tranflations  from  the  Latin, 
we  prefent  our  readers  with  the  following  extract  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  work — 


«  FUCUS     Serratus. 

Fucus.  fronile  plana,  dichotoma,  ferrata,  ad  apices  tuberculata. 
Linn.  Syfr.  p.  811.— Sp.  P.  1626.— 4  Hift.  Ox.  3.  648.— 
Bait.  1.  6.  p.  120. — Light.  902. — With.  Bot.  arr.  3.  242. — Hiidf. 
176.— R.  Syn.  42.— Gmel.  57. — Ad.  Gall,   i  711.  p.  285.  et 

pars  2''*  '77-- 

RADIX  irregularis,  fubtus  plana,  agglutinata. 
CAULIS  nodofus,  cartilagineus. 
FOLL'X,  plana,  punctata,  bifurcata,  cofta  intermedin. 
A.  FRUCTIFICATIO. 

Mafc  ?  Veficulae  glabrae  in  fronde  ordine  regular!  immerfce, 
ad  eras  fibrofae. 

Fcsm  f  Veficulce  glabra?,  terminales  vel  laterales,  in  fruftum 

mucofum  congeftas. 

OBSERVATJONES... 

Planta  hsec,  omnium  vulgatifiima,  ferraturis  folioram  facile  di- 
gnofcitur.  E  bafi  lubrotunda,  faxis  adliaerenti,  ad  altitudinem  pe- 
dalem,  vel  fupra,  alfurgit.  Ilabitus,  dichotomus,  ct  d.varicaais  : 
latitiido  folioram  varia,  raro  autem  uncialis  ;  membranaex  utraqae 
colls;  parte,  penicillis  fibrofis,  ordinatim  difporuii  inftruda.  Pe- 
aicilli  hi,  fi  tnicrofcopiiim  adhibeas,  eras  urceolorum  ieminalium 
ampleduntur.  Ineiinte  hyeme,  ut  oblervavi,  famniitate^  foliotum 
targefcunt,  tuberculis  per  totam  fuptrrficiem  uulio  ordine  gloraera^' 
tis,  humore  teaaci  fuperfiifis.  Vafciila  haec  quoqu;;  urceolgs  refe- 
ruat.  fibris  tamen  ad  eras  omnino  deftiruta.  Obfervandum  eft 
Linuzam  cf/er-tialcin   fuci  charadlers.m  moncscium  efle  velle,  qui 

quldtxn 
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qvjidem  cbafatHier  generi  iiniverfo,  ut  nunc  faltem  ordirratur,  miftiinc 
convenit,  villi  etiam  in  hsec  ipecie  extus  apparent,  non  "  intus 
funt  afperfi."  L.  Gen.  PI.  p.  509.  Color  plnntae  fufciis  et  in 
duibufdam  olivaceus ;  juxta  baftm,  niger;  frucft-us  maturus  fiib- 
luteus.  Etfi  fruciius  granulatas  incipieiis  in  plantis  adultis  omni 
fere  tempore  confpiciatur,  raro  tanien  matiu'efcit,  et,  ut  fupra  no- 
tavi,  nunqiiam  ni(i  *  hybernis  menlibus.  Tunc  quidem  intumef' 
cit  fruftus,  et  pene  totus  gelatiuofus  et  fnbdiaphanus  evadit,  veil- 
culis  prorainentibus  huPiiore  tenaci  et  liquido  fuperfufisw 

Hab.  ad  rupes  paffim. 

SERRATED  FUCUS,   or  SEA  WRACK  f. 

Fueus.  frond  fiat,  forked,  witli  a  midrib;   ferrate-toothed;  frutal- 
ficationi  terminating,,  tubercled. 

PLATES. 

HJft.  Ox.  XV.  g.  I.— Baft.  op.  t.   11.  f.  3. — A(5V.  Gall.   171 1. — 

9.  f.  10. — ib.    1772.  T.  3.  f.  I,   2,    3,  4,    5,    7,  y.  — Velley's 

Inqii.  T.  I.   (opt.  Fn.ift.  fcem.) 

ROOT,  irregular,  fwelling  from  the  bafe  of  the  (Tern,  flat  at  bottom. 

STEM,  cartilagino'Js,  knobbed. 

LEAF,  fiar,  florked,  punftured,  mid-ribbed. 

FRUIT,  pitcher- fhaped  or  cfvate  vefTels :  male  and  female  diflinit.' 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  ferratures  fiifficiently  diftinguifh  this  ;  knt,  which  ftands 
at  the  head  of  the  genus  in  the  Species  Plantarum  of  Linnisiis,  and 
is,  perhaps,  the  moft  univerfcil  among  them.  The  leaf  appears 
dotted  on  each  fide  of  the  mid-rib  ;  thefe  dots  have  pencils  of 
whitifii  hairs.  With  the  afiifiance  of  glaffes  thefedots  appear  to  be 
urn-fliaped  or  rather  fenii-ovate  veifcis,  deep  immcrfed  in  the  fub- 
ftarice  of  the  leaf  and  er-pty  at  top  ;  their  rims  fringed  with  fiiining, 
fibrous,  glafs-like  threads.  Towards  winter  the  upper  parts  of 
many  of  the  principal  Jeaves,  which  through  the  fummer  had 
lliewn  incipient  frutlification,  gro^v  turgid,  and  appear  covered 
with  tubercles;  they  are  now  nuiciiagino^is,  and  the  colour  alters 
to  a  dirty  yellow.  On  examining  thefe  tuberclts  with  a  glafs,  they 
appear  of  the  fame  fhape  as  the  former,  bellying  out  at  b.jttom, 
and  contracted  at  the  moutli,  and  overflowing  with  a  clear  mucuu^ 
fluid.     As  one  part  only  of  this  plant  afTumes  this  appearance,  it 


-    '  *  Qu'^ddam  fimile  evenit  in  plantis  quamfiluriiTiis  crypto^amici?!. 

f  1  have  added  the  old  Englifli  name  of  Sea  Wrack  in  conformity;  with 
1-it.htfoot;.  It  oriiriraMy  con-.j.rehended  the  mari:ie  plants  indifcriminately}  in 
tlic  fanie  manacr  2s  Alga  aiuoig  tne  ancivnts.  *'  Proje>5ta  vilior  alga.' 

feeitis 
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feems  hiohly  probable  this  is  a  monoecious  plant;  the  *  pencilled 
dots  being  probably  the  male,  and  the  mucous  tubercles  the  female 
iVuftification  ■\.  Thefe  plants,  when  lying  in  water,  convert  it 
Ipeedily  into  a  %  thick  li(iuor,  which  probably  is  generated  on  the 
furface  and  may  i€f\e.  to  cor.vey  the  impregnating  particles  from 
the  vefTels  on  each  fide  of  the  mid  rib,  to  thofe  cluftered  tcgeSier  at 
the  extremities. 

'  Lighifoct  fays  the  Dutch  prefer  this  fpecles,  as  being  deftitute; 
of  mucous  vefTels,  for  preferving  their  crabs  and  lobfters.  He 
likewife  favs  it  does  not  abound  fo  much  with  lixivial  falts  as  the 
other  fpecies.  However  this  and  all  the  larger  kinds  ferve  a  very 
beneficial  purpofe  exclufive  of  the  rich  manure  they  afford  ;  as  they 
are  converted  by  a  flow  procefs,  by  fire  into  kelp,  which  is  an 
elTential  ingredient  in  the  making  of  glafs. 

Hub.  common  on  rocks,  below  high-w^ater  mark.'     p.  i. 

As  Mr.  Stackhoufe  has  in  fome  degree  opened  a  new  and 
curious  field  of  inquiry  to  thofe  who  are  fond  of  botany,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  furnifh  the  reader  with  his  account  of 
the  mode  of  difplaying  fpecimens  of  marine  plants  on  paper, 
previous  to  drying  them — 

*  For  this  purpofe  a  clean  piece  of  writing  paper  mufl  be  pro- 
cured  of  the  fize  of  the  plant,  which  mult  be  placed  at  the  bottom 
of  a  foup  plate,  or  larger  difli,  as  may  be  necelTary,  and  flooded  with 
water  to  the  depth  of  an  inch,  or  more.  When  this  is  done,  the 
Ipecimen  mufl  be  placed  in  the  water,  having  been  firft  waflied  in 
repeated  changes  of  water  to  clear  it  of  fan d,  and  other  impurities. 
The  plant  Avill  immediately  affume  its  natural  form,  and  habit  of 
growth ;  which  may  be  gently  affilted  by  a  large  needle  fafrened 
to  a  pencil  Ifick,  or  any  other  fliarp  inf^-ument.  When  the  fpeci- 
men  is  in  a  pofition  to  pleafe  the  eye,  the  water  muft  be  drained 
off  by  a  gentle  inclination  of  the  plate,  till  it  fettles  on  the  paper. 
In  this  Ibte  it  muft  be  removed,  without  fuffering  the  paper  to  dry, 
and  placed  in  a  quire  of  blotting  paper,  under  a  gentle  prelTure  of 
books,  if  no  botanic  prefs  is  at  hand.  The  following  day,  or 
within  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  in  the  larger  fpecimens,  the  plant 
muft  be  moved  into  frefli  paper,  and  in  many  cafes  it  will  require 


'  *  See  the  nute  in  the  Englifh  Preface,  and  the  fortu'tous  coincidence  of 
opininn  in  lome  refpeds  between  the  author  ard  a  celebrated  fiench  ratura- 
lif>.  p.  rn." 

'  f  My  triend,  major  Vtlley,  has  accurately  drawn  the  tul;ercled  lummit 
of  this  p'ant  (Pi.  1.),  but  HOt  coiifiiicring  it  as  nionsecious  he  has  omitted  the 
pencilled  vcficics. 

'  \  There  are  m:\ny  circumftances  attending  the  fruiting  of  thefe  phnfs, 
which  are  yet  u^uifcvereii,  the  tamarifk-'eaved  F.  emits  at  the  lummit  a 
fluid,  which  is  of  a  faint  bluifti  purple.  As  this  is  ore  of  llie  bladder  I uci, 
snd  confequer.tly  agreeably  to  my  theory  monccciotis,  may  net  the  oleaginous 
fluid,  in  conveying  the  impregnation,  caufe  this  appearance .'' 

Ihifting 
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fliifting  every  other  dav  for  a  fortnight,  or  longer;  during  \rh:c'T 
time  tiie  dritr  the  room  is,  the  lefs  danger  will  there  be  of  the  plant 
getting  niouldv  :  and  it  is  nccefl'ary  to  oblerve,  that  fmooth  thin 
cartridge  paper  is  preferable  to  blotting  paper  for  the  fiibfequcnt 
changes,  it  likewil'e  fnonld  be  noted,  that  in  cafe  of  any  of  the 
jcliv  like,  clanimy  fpccies  which  adhere  to  pnper  being  preferved 
lirv,    the  operation  muft    be  etfeded    by  means  of  oiled   paper/ 

p.    V. 


iThe  H'Jio^y  of  Dahomy y  an   iyiland  Kingdom  of  Africa 'y  com- 
piled fVom  authentic    Afemolrs ;     •Luith   an  InirodiiBion  and 
Notes.   By  Archibald  Datzcl^  formerly  Governor  at  Whydah^ 
and  novj  at  CapeCoaJl-Cajllc.    ^to.    15^.    Boards.    Evans. 

'793- 

'T^HIS  work,  althougli  printed  in  t?ie  year  1793,  was  not 
-*■  p'lbliflied  until  very  lately  5  an  apology  which  we  think  it 
necefiary  to  niake  for  our  apparent  neglecl  of  a  very  ufeful 
hiftory.  It  is  important  to  poffefs  authentic  memoirs  of  the 
manners  of  the  ruder  nations  of  men  who  are  under  Uttle 
mere  controul  thr.n  that  of  the  will,  or  rather  the  arbitrary 
caprice  of  their  rulers,  M'ho  know  none  of  the  fyftems  of  ci- 
viliicd  life,  and  who  have  preferved  their  ancient  habits  even 
amidft  no  inconfideiable  interccurfe  with  Europeans.  In  this 
refpe£r  the  work  before  us  will  not  difappoint  the  expectation 
of  the  reader,  as  it  contains  much  original  information  con- 
cerning A  people  with  whom  we  are  connefted  as  dealers  in 
flaves,  and  whofe  hiftorv  may  be  fujipoled  to  throw  fome 
light  upon  the  controverfy  fo  long  carried  on  refpe6ling  the 
juitice  of  that  trade. 

This  hiftory  is  compiled  from  the  joint  obfervations  of  Mr. 
Robert  Norris  of  Liverpool,  of  Lionel  Abfon,  efq.  the  prefent 
Briiifli  governor  at  Whvdah,  and  of  Mr.  Dalzcl.  Former 
authors  have  aifo  been  confulted, — their  fuppofed  errors  recti- 
fied,— and,  for  the  advantage  of  future  navigators  and  hifto- 
rians,  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  orthography  of 
the  names  of  places,  of  which  we  have  here  fomething  like  a 
common  flandard.  Thefe  improvements  are  explained  and 
illuftrated  in  a  Preface  of  confiderablc  length  by  tlie  editor  of 
the  work. 

In  the  Introduction  we  have  a  general  account  of  the  fitu- 
ation,  produce  of  the  foil,  and  manners  and  cullomiS  of  Da- 
homy. The  following  account  of  the  form  of  their  govern- 
ment will  give  the  refieCting  reader  a  pleafmg  opportunity  of 
comparing  their  manners  with  thcfe  of  more  refined  courts, 
in  the  valuable  article  oi  fervlllty — 
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*  We  fliall  not,  therefore,  dwell  on  the  religion,  but  pafs  on  to 
the  government  and  manners  of  the  Dahomans,  which  deferve 
more  particularly  to  be  confidered.  The  former  is  the  mofl  per- 
fed-  defpotifm  that  exifts,  perhaps,  on  the  face  of  the  eartJIi.  The 
policy  of  the  country  admits  of  no  intermediate  degree  of  fiibordi- 
nation  between  king  and  flave;  at  leaft  in  the  royal  prefence,  where 
the  prinne  minifter  is  obliged  to  proftrate  himfelf  with  as  much  ab- 
jeft  fubmiffion  as  the  meaneft  fubjed  ;  all  acknowledging  the  right 
of  the  fovereign  to  difpofe  of  their  perfons  and  property  at  plca- 
fure.  Beyond  the  precinds  of  the  palace,  indeed,  the  minifters 
enjoy  very  eminent  privileges.  It  is  true,  they  are  forbid  the  wear- 
ing of  fandals,  and  other  ornaments  peculiar  to  royalty  ;  or  to  ufe 
fuch  an  umbrella  as  a  white  man  ;  yet  their  inferiors  muft  falute 
them  with  bent  knees,  and  clapping  of  hands  :  they  may  fit  on  high 
ftooJs,  ride  on  horfeback,  be  carried  in  hammocks,  wear  filk, 
maintain  a  numerous  retinue,  with  large  umbrellas  of  their  own 
kind,  flags,  drums,  trumpets,  and  other  mufical  inftruments.  But, 
on  their  entrance  at  the  royal  gate,  all  thefe  infignia  are  laid  afide. 
The  fiik  garment  is  fubftituted  by  a  tunic  and  a  pair  of  drawers, 
made  of  cotton,  manufadlured  in  the  country ;  the  neck  is  adorn- 
ed with  a  valuable  firing  of  coral ;  a  pair  of  broad,  filver  bracelets 
encircle  the  wrifts ;  at  the  fide  hangs  a  filver-hilted  fcymitar,  while 
the  hand  grafps  an  ivory  club.  Thus  equipped,  one  of  the  mini- 
fters of  Hate  is  always  found  in  waiting  at  the  palace  gate  ;  and  in 
this  garb  only  may  he  enter,  which  muft  be  with  the  utmoft  cau- 
tion and  refpeft,  and  not  till  the  monarch's  permiffion  be  fignified 
by  one  of  the  women.  On  his  entrance,  he  crawls  towards  the 
apartment  of  audience,  on  his  hands  and  knees,  till  he  arrives  in 
the  royal  prefence,  where  he  lays  himfelf  flat  on  his  belly,  rub- 
bing his  head  in  the  duft,  and  uttering  the  mofl  humiliating  expref- 
fions.  Being  defircd  to  advance,  he  receives  the  king's  commands, 
or  communicates  any  particular  bufinefs,  ftill  continuing  in  a  re- 
cumbent pofture  ;  for  no  perfon  is  permitted  to  fit,  even  on  the- 
floor,  in  the  royal  prefence,  except  the  women  ;  and  even  they 
mufl:  kifs  the  earth,  when  thev  receive  or  deliver  the  kinv's 
mefTage. 

*  The  king's  fons,  not  excepting  the  heir  apparent,  have  no 
raiik  ;  being  oblit^td  to  falute  the  minifl:ers  with  clapping  of  hands, 
in  a  kneeling  attitude.  On  fuch  occafions,  however,  thofe  officers, 
out  of  refpeft  to  the  blood -royal,  haften  to  take  them  by  the  hand, 
and  raife  them  from  fuch  an  humble  pofture. 

'  The  king,  and  all  his  fubjeds,  receive  ftrangers  with  the  moft 
remarkable  courtefy.  Ambafladors,  from  whatever  ftate,  are  not 
put  to  the  necefiity  of  learning  the  Dahoman  etiquette  from  the 
mafter  of  the  ceremonies.  Every  one  falutes  the  fovereign,  accord- 
ing to  the  fafliion  praclifed  in  his  own  country.  Chairs  are  placed 
for  European  governors,  or  mafters  of  lliips,  upon  which  they  fit, 

C&iT,  R£Y.  Vol,  XYIII.  ZJtT.  1796.  Gg  covered. 


426  Ddhcl  *s  Hipory  of  t)ahomy. 

covered,  till  the  king  makes  his  appearance,  when  they  make  i 
bow,  ftaiiding,  and  uncovered  ;  after  which,  they  refume  their  feats, 
and  put  on  their  hats.  Sometimes  the  Dahoman  monarch  has  been 
Itnown  to  {hake  hands  with  an  European  ;  but  this  is  a  very  un- 
common mark  of  royal  condefcenfion,  and  beftowed  only  on  fome 
ci-eat  favourite. 

'  White  vifitors  are  always  honoured  with  a  glafs  of  fome  cordial 
'liquor,  filled  with  the  king's  own  hand,  which  if  refufed,  is  apt 
to  give  offence.  Favours  of  this  kind  are  received  with  avidity  by 
his  own  fubjefts,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  the  liquor  as  the 
honour  conferred  on  them.  Oa  fuch  occafions  thfe  fubjtcFl  lies  on 
"his  back,  while  the  king  holds  the  bottle  to  his  mouth.  In  this 
poflure  he  muft  drink  till  the  royal  hand  be  withdrawn  ;  which 
ibmetimes  does  not  happen  before  the  whole  contents  be  emptied, 
efpecially  when  he  has  a  mind  to  fpbrt  with  the  drinker.'     p.  vii. 

There  is  no  in{lance>  in  the  hiftory  of  this  nation,  of  the  dc- 
pofition  of  a  fovereign.  PalTive  obedience  and  non-refiftance  are 
here  found  in  perfection  ;  the  humiliation  of  the  minifters  of 
ftate  contributes  powerfully  to  keep  the  people  in  a  ftate  of  fub- 
je£lion.  The  king  maintains  a  eonfiderable  (landing  army, 
the  payment  of  which  chiefly  depends  on  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expeditions  in  which  they  are  engaged.  An  Amazonian  force 
alfo  exifls  in  this  kingdom,  and,  we  believe,  in  this  alone. 
Within  the  walls  of  the  different  royal  palaces  are.  immured 
no  lefs  than  three  thoufand  women,  feveral  hundreds  of  whom 

•are  regularly  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  under  a  fema!e  ge- 
neral.    Europeans  are  fometimes  gratified  with  a  rez'iew  of 

-thofe  female  troops;  and  on  very  great  emergencies  the  king 
fometimes  takes  the  field  at  the  head  of  them.  The  chief 
part  of  the  public  revenue  arifes  from  voluntary  gifts,  by  a 
duty  on  commtrce,  and  a  profit  from  captives  taken  in  war 

•and  fold  at  market.  The  ilieHs  called  cowries  Tire  the  current 
coin  of  the  country ;  r;  thoufand  of  them  are  reckoned  equal 

■  to  half  a  crown.  DiTourfements  from  the  kii-Kg's  houfe  arc 
made  in  bunches  of  ccvvries  llrung  together,  containing  two 

■  thoufand  each.  The  king's  receipts  and  expenditure  are 
nearly  equal, — th6  money  which  flo\v5  into  the  royal  colFecs 
circulating  again  among  the  people.  The  palaces  are  mean 
edifices;  their  chiet  ornament  are  human Jkulls  difpofed  in  va- 
rious figures;  and  if  tlie  archite£^  of  fuch  ornamental  work 
firids  he  has  trot  enough  to  complete  his  defign,  more  heads 

-"are   (Iruck  off  to  fupply  the  deficiency.     The  king  receives 
"whitcmen  in   a   very  jiofpitable  manner,  with  great  gallantry 
-providing  cooks   who   drefs   their  victuals  according  to    the 
falhion  of  their  refpective  countries. 

After  this  general  account  of  the  manners  of  the  pco.ilc, 
-  •    .-  .  '  our 
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our  author  enters  upon  a  hiftory  of  the  reign^  of  their  kings 
from  the  beginning  of  the  pre  fen  t  qentm-y,  before  which  pe- 
riod it  is  too  much  involved  in  the'Obfcurity  and  uncertainty 
of  traditional  reports,  to  afford  regular  materials.     Since  then, 
however,  records  appear  to  have  been  kept  with  confiderable 
fidelity.     We  fhail  not  follow  our  author  in  the 'detail  of  the 
feveral   reigns,  which   are  but  tranfitions  from  one  icene  of 
tyranny  and  bloocifhed  to  another,  but  muft  obferve   that  it 
appears    throughout  the  whole  to  be  an  obje£l  with  him  to 
prove  th::t  wars  did  not  originate  in  thefe  African  ftates  from 
the  defire  of  obtaining  ilaves  for  the  Europeans.  .  This  may  be 
true  in  fome  degree  :  bur  it  may  be  equally  true  that  they  have 
been  more  frequently  entered  into  nnce  the  trade  began ;  for  he 
allows  that  the   cruelty  of  the  Dahoman  kings  gives  way  to 
the  conhderatlons  of  intereft,  and  confequently  that  they  may 
be  induced  to  provide  more,  as  well  as  to  fpare  more,  for  rhe 
European  market.     The  fubje6l  of  the  flave-tradcj  however^ 
he  informs   us,  has  been  purpofely  avoided  5  becaufe  the  dif- 
CufTion  already  excited  might  render  any  thing  faid  here  un- 
neceffary.     But  he   obi'erves  in  the  Preface,  that  '  whatever 
evils  tiie  ilave-trade  may  be  attended  with  (and  there  is   no 
good  without  fome  mixture  of  evil)  this  we  are  fare  of,  it  io 
inercy    to   the   unfortunate     brave  ;    and    not   lefs    to   poor 
wretcheS)  who,  for  a  fmall  -degree  of  guilt,  would  othervvife 
fuffer  from  the  butcher's  knife;  too  many  inftances  of  which 
have  fallen  under  the  confideration  of  travellers,  and  of  which 
more  than  one  occurs  in  this  hiilcry.'     This  argument  has 
been  fo  often  ufed  in  defence  of  the  flave-trade,  that  it  may 
leem  fuperliuous  to  take  notice  of  it.     It  is  certainly  the  mol^L 
plaufible  that  can  be  made  ufe  of:  but  we  can  allow  it  only  a 
very  fmall  portion  of  weight  until  the  queftion  fnall  be  deter- 
mined, whether  it  be  preferable  to  be  put  to  death  at  o;)ce,  or 
to  live  a  life  of  flavery  in  a  diitant  land,  apart  from  friends  and 
relativer.,  and  cut  off  from  the  enjoyments  to  which' nature  had 
familiarifed  them.     Cruelty  mull  be  eftimated,  firli"  by  the 
mind  it  is  inflicted  upon,    and  fecondly,  like  all  calamitiesj 
by  its  duration.     Here,  in  our  opinion,  the  quefliion  fecms  to 
be  between  the  cruelty  of  a  few  minutes,  and  that  of  m.anV 
years  j  between  the  death  inflidled  upon  one  whofe  hopes  and 
fears  are  cut  off  at  once,  and  the  fate   of  him  who  in  perpe- 
tual flavery  acquires  a  tormenting  reiith  for  that  happiiu/is  and 
profperity   which  he  never  beheld  in   his   own  country,  and 
mult  not  hope  for  in  that  to  which  he  has  been  tratiiported. 
The  obfervation  which  follows  on  the  tendency  of  European 
nations  towards  abfurd  and  deftrutlive  wars,  is  highly  jufl.  It 
cannot  be  too   much  or  too  often  cenfured  ;    but  the  fneer 
at  the   Gallic  philolbph^r  whetting  his  knife  is  not  equally 
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entitled  to  our  approbation.  It  is  neither  an  argument  nor  a 
fa£l.  Who  have  given  edge  to  the  Gallic  knife,  and  furniflied 
it  with  victims  ? — Thofe  who  furrounded  France  with  an  im- 
menfe  army,  by  whofe  means  they  expedledto  di£late  its  form 
of  government. 

Of  the  hiftory  of  the  kings  of  Dahomy,  a  great  part  is  jii- 
dicioufly  feleiled  and  corre^led  from  the  accounts  of  Smith, 
Snelgrave,  and  other  writers.  The  reign  of  Trudo  occupies 
about  fixty  pages,  at  the  conclufion  of  which  our  author  fums 
up  his  character,  obferving  with  fome  fhrewdnefs,  that  *  if 
he  (Trudo)  is  accufed  of  want  of  feeling,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  a  true  belligerent  infenfibiUty^  alike  to  his  own  calamities 
and  thofe  of  other  people.'  In  fact,  the  difference  between 
the  favage  and  the  civilifed  tyrant  is  lefs  in  the  enormity  of 
their  guilt,  than  in  the  form  and  ceremony  which  accompa- 
nies it.  Trudo' s  fucceflbr,  BoJJa  Ahadec^  made  a  worfe  king; 
his  reign  being  particularly  unfortunate  to  his  country.  His 
private  life  was  alfo  more  deeply  ftained  with  cruelty.  The 
Alayhou,  OX  mailer  of  the  ceremonies,  took  up  arms  in  1735, 
to  free  his  country  from  the  tyranny  under  which  it  groaned. 

'  Great,  indeed,  muft  have  been  the  provocations  that  induced 
the  Mayhou  to  take  this  defperate  flep  :  for  it  is  the  difpofition  of 
the  Dahomans  to  think  favourably  of  their  king,  and  to  approve 
bis  aftions.  They  reverence  him  with  a  mixture  of  love  and  fear, 
little  (liort  of  adoration.  When  I  afked  a  Dahoman,  juft  before 
his  going  to  battle,  if  he  was  not  apprehenfive  of  finding  the  ene- 
my too  (Irong  ;  "  I  think  of  my  kiHg,"  faid  Dakou,  *'  and  then  I 
dare  engage  five  of  the  enemy  myfelf."  I  am  anxious  for  your 
fafety,  faid  I,  and  fliall  be  happy  that  you  efcape  the  dangers  of 
the  day.  "  It  is  not  material,"  replied  he  ;  "  my  head  belongs  to 
the  king,  not  to  myfelf :  if  he  pleafe  to  feiid  for  it,  I  am  ready  to 
refign  it ;  or  if  it  be  fliot  through  in  battle,  I  am  fatisfied — it  is  in 
i)is  fervice."  Even  at  this  day,  after  a  tyranny  of  forty  years, 
•svery  Dahoman  pofleires  the  fame  fentiments  ;  their  loyalty  and 
attachment  remain  unfliaken.  Though  the  people  are  daily  fallino- 
victims  to  the  avarice  or  anger  of  their  prince,  and  there  is  not  an 
individual  in  his  dominions  who  has-  not  lofl  fome  near  and  dear 
connexion  by  his  orders,  yet  their  misfortunes  are  not  attributed  to 
him,  but  entirely  to  their  own  indifcretions ;  and  whatever  the  i<:;ncr 
does,  they  are  perfiiaded  is  right.  Such  blind  fubmiffion  and  obe- 
dience is  probably  no  where  elfe  to  be  found.'     p.  69. 

Not,  we  believe,  now  to  be  found :  but  fomething  refem. 
bling  it  prevailed  in  France  v/hen  the  people  devoted  their  lives 
to  the  fervice  and  glory  of  the  Grand  Alonar que. 

Mr.  Norrls's  Journey  to  the  Court  oi  BoJJa  Jhadcc,  in  1772, 

contains  much  curious  matter.     He  informs  us,  which  we 

6  da 


Daiscel's  Hi/lory  of  Dahomy.  429 

do  not  xtcoWadi  to  have  met  with  before,  that  it  is  a  (late 
maxim   with     the    Dahomans,    that    parents    have   no    fort 
of  property  in   their  children ;  they  belong  entirely   to  the 
king,  are  taken  from  their  mothers  at  an  early  age,  and  dif- 
tributed   in  villages  remote  from  the  places  of  their  nativity ; 
where  they  remain  fubjed:  to  his  future  approbation  of  them, 
with  but  little  chance  of  their  being  ever  feen,  or  at  leail  re- 
cognifed,  by  their  parents  afterwards.    The  motive  for  this  is, 
that  there  may  be  no  family  conne£tions  or  combinations,  no 
aiTociations  that  might  be  injurious  to  the  king's  unlimited 
power.     In  this  journey  alfo,  we  have  many  particulars  of  the 
natural  hiftory  of  the  kingdom, — of  the  Harmattan,  a  wind 
which  blows  periodically  from  the  interior  parts  of  Africa, — 
and  of  the  manners  of  the  natives.     His  account  of  the  f«/- 
toms  is  very  full.      Thefe  are  periodical  murders  of  feveral 
hundred  innocent  perfons,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  king.     The 
following  extract  will  exhibit  one  branch  of  the  cruelty  prac- 
tifed  on  thefe  occafions — 

'  I   fhouJd   have  fet  off  on  my  return  to  Whydah  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  i6th  of  February,  which  was  the  laft  day  of  the 
annual  cudoms,  on  which  the  king  diftributes  a  profufion  of  pre- 
fents  among  his  people  ;   but   I  was  prevailed  upon  to  remain   till 
evening,  at  the  requeft  of  my  attendants,   who  hoped  to  pick  up 
fomething   in  the  Icramble  of  the  day.      On  this  occafion  a  large 
ftage  is  erefted  near  one  of  the  palace  gates,  adorned  with  flags  and 
umbrellas,  and  furrounded  with  a  fence  of  thorns,  to  keep  off  the 
rabble.      On  this  are  piled  heaps  of  Silefias,  checks,  callicoes,  and 
a  variety  of  other  European  and  Indian  goods,  with  a  great  many 
fine  cotton  clothes  that  are  manufa^Slured  in  the  Eyeo  country,  and 
a  prodigious   quantity  of  cowries.      When  all  is  ready,  the  king 
comes   upon   the  ftage,  accompanied  by  any  of  the  governors,  or 
captuins  of  Ibips,  that  may  be  there,  and  attended  by  the  Tamegan, 
Mayhou,  and  a  few  others  of  his  head  men,  to  each  of  which  he 
gives,  according  to  their  rank,  the  choice  of  an  Eyeo  cloth,  and  a 
Ih-ing  of  coral  beads.      His  fiibordinate  officers  are  then  called  over 
from  among  the  crowd  below,  and  receive  each  a  piece  of  cloth,  and 
Came  cowries,  as   a  mark  of  their  mailer's  approbation  and  regard. 
The  king  then   throws  a  bunch  of  cowries  with  his  own   hands 
among  the  crowd ;  on  which   his   women  begin  to  fling   the  re- 
mainder  of  the  goods   indlfcriminately  among  the  multitude  :  the 
\yhite  men,  if  they  pleafe,  and  the  Tamegan  and  his  companions, 
aflliling.      And  finally,  as   fome  cruelty  muft  accompany  ail  their 
exhibuions,  a   man  tied  neck  and  heels,  an  alligator  muzzled,  and 
a  couple   of  pigeons,  with   their  wings    clipped,    are   throwji  otf 
tlije  ftage  among  the  crov/d,  v.- here  a  confufion,  greater,  if  poflible, 
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than  whrt  has  preceded,  enfiies,  in  fcrambling  for  the  heads  of 
each,  to  the  great  amufement  of  the  king.  Whoever  are  lucky 
enough  to  carry  off  the  prires,  which  confift  of  the  heads  of  the 
vi£lims,  are  each  rewarded  with  a  handfome  prefent.  This  is  the 
laft  human  facrifice  nt  the  cuftoms,  and  is  a  part  of  the  ceremony 
which  tlie  whites  fekloni  ftay  to  fere  performed  ;  but,  if  report  may 
be  credited,  the  carcafe  of  the  human  viftim  is  ahiioft  wholly  de- 
voured, as  all  the  mob  below  will  have  a  tafte  of  it.'      r.  146. 

In  Part  III.  we  hive  the  life  of  Adahoonzou  II.  late  king  of 
Dahcmy,  and  feme  account  of  the  prefent  fovereign,  Whee- 
noohew.  In  thefe  we  find  only  a  repetition  of  the  fame  bnr- 
baritics,  without  a  traic  of  wifdom,  goodnefs,  or  clemency, 
to  vary  the  fhocking  narrative.  The  following  fpeech  of  the 
late  king  Adahoonzou,  'upon  hearing  what  had  pafTed  in 
Englarsd  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  ilave  trade,'  may  perhaps  be 
reckoned  an  exception  :  at  leaft  it  is  too  curious  to  be  omitted. 
It  is  [aid  to  have  been  made  to  governor  Abfon. 

'  I  admire  the  reafoning  of  the  white  men  ;  but,  with  all  their 
fenfe,  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  thoroughly  fludied  the  na- 
ture of  the  blacks,  whofe  difpofition  differs  as  much  from  that  of 
the  whites,  as  their  colour.  The  fame  Great  Being  formed  both; 
and  fince  it  hath  feemed  convenient  for  him  to  diftinguifli  mankind 
by  oppofite  completions,  it  is  a  fair  conclufion  to  prefume,  that 
there  may  be  as  great  a  difagreement  in  the  qualities  of  their  minds. 
There  is  likewife  a  remarkable  difference  between  the  countries 
which  we  inhabit.  You,  Englilhmen,  for  inflance,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  are  furrounded  by  the  ocean,  and,  by  this  fituation,  feem 
intended  to  hold  corrtmunication  with  the  whole  world,  which  you 
do  by  means  of  your  fliips ;  whilft  we  Dahomans,  being  placed  on 
a  large  continent,  and  hemmed  in  aniidfi:  a  variety  oi  ether  people, 
of  the  fame  complexion,  but  fpeaking  different  languages,  are 
obliged,  by  the  fharpnefs  of  our  fwords,  to  defend  ourfelves  from 
their  incurfions,  and  punifli  the  depredations  they  make  on  us. 
Such  condu5;  in  them  is  productive  of  incefTant  wars.  Your 
countrymen,  therefore,  who  allcdge  that  we  go  to  war  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fuppiying  your  fiiips  with  flaves,  are  grofsly  miflaken. 

'  You  think  you  can  work  a  reformation,  as  you  call  it,  in  the 
manners  of  the  blacks  ;  but  you  ought  to  confider  the  difproportion 
,  between  the  magnitude  of  the  two  countries ;  and  then  you  would 
{bon  be  convinced  of  the  difficulties  that  muft  be  furmounted,  to 
change  the  fyffem  of  fuch  a  vafl  country  as  this.  We  know 
you  are  a  brave  people,  and  that  you  might  bring  over  a  great 
many  of  the  blacks  to  your  opinions^  by  the  points  of  vnur  bayonets; 
but  to  efFeft  this,  a  great  many  mufl  be  put  to  death,  and  nume- 
rous cruelties  muft  be  committed,  which  we  do  not  find  to  have 
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been  the  praftice  of  the  whites  :  befides,  that  this  would  militate 
againft  the  very  principle  which  is  profefled  by  thofe  who  wifli  to 
brin^  about  a  reformation. 

'  In  the  name  of  my  anceftors  and  myfelf  I  aver,  that  no  Da- 
homan  man  ever  embarked  in  war  merely  for  the  fake  of  procuring 
wherewithal  to  purchafe  your  commodities.  I,  who  have  not  been 
long  mafter  of  this  country,  have,  without  tlii.nking  of  the  market, 
killed  many  thoufands,  and  I  Ihall  kill  many  thoufands  more. 
When  policy  or  jnilice  requires  that  men  be  put  to  death,  neither 
filk,  nor  coral,  nor  brandv,  nor  cowries,  can  be  accepted  as  fub- 
liitutes  for  the  blood  that  ought  to  be  fpilt  for  example  fake.  Be- 
fides, if  white  men  chufe  to  remain  at  home,  and  no  longer  vint 
this  country  for  the  fame  purpofe  that  has  ufiially  brought  them 
hither,  will  bl^ck  men  ceafe  to  make  war?  I  anfwer,  hy  no 
means.  And  if  there  be  no  Clips  to  receive  their  captives,  what 
will  become  of  them  ?  I  anfwer  for  you,  they  will  be  put  to  death. 
Perhaps  you  may  afk,  how  will  the  blacks  be  furniflied  with  guns 
and  powder  ?  I  reply  by  another  queflion  ;  had  we  not  clubs,  and 
bows,  and  arrows,  before  we  knew  white  men  r  Did  you  not  fee 
-me  make  cudom  for  Weebaigah,  the  third  king  of  Dahomy  ?  And 
did  you  nor  obferve,  on  the  day  fuch  ceremony  was  performing, 
that  I  carried  a  bow  in  my  hand,  and  a  quiver  filled  with  arrows, 
on  my  back  ?  Thefe  were  emblems  of  the  times,  when,  with  fuch 
weapons,  that  brave  anceftor  fought  and  conquered  all  his  neioh- 
bours.  God  made  war  for  all  the  world  ;  and  every  kino-dom, 
large  or  fmall,  has  praftifed  it  more  or  lefs,  though  perhaps  in  a 
manner  unlike,  and  upon  ditferent  principles.  Did  Weebaigah 
fell  flaves  ?  No;  his  prifoners  were  all  killed  to  a  man.  What 
elfe  could  he  have  done  with  them  ?  Was  he  to  ipt  them  remain  in 
his  countrv,  to  cut  the  throats  of  his  fubjecls  ?  This  would  have 
been  wretched  policy  indeed,  which,  had  it  been  adopted,  the  Da- 
homan  name  would  have  long  ago  been  extinguiflyed,  inftead  of 
becoming,  as  it  is  at  this  day,  the  terror  of  furroundjng  nations. 
What  hurts  me  moft  is,  that  fome  of  your  people  have  malicioufly 
reprefented  as  in  books,  which  never  die,  alledging,  that  we  fell 
our  wives  and  children,  for  the  fake  of  procuring  a  itw  kegs  of 
brandy.  No  ;  we  are  ftiamefully  belied  ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
contradift,  from  my  mouth,  the  fcandalous  ftories  that  have  been 
propagated  ;  and  tell  polterity  that  we  have  been  abufed.  We  do, 
indeed,  fell  to  the  white  men  a  part  of  our  prifoners,  and  we  have 
a  rigiit  fo  to  do.  Are  not  all  prifoners  at  the  difpofal  of  their  cap- 
tors ?  And  are  we  to  blame,  if  we  fend  delinquents  to  a  far  coun- 
try ?  I  have  been  told,  you  do  the  f;me.  If  you  want  no  more 
ilaves  from  us,  why  cannot  you  be  ingenuous,  and  tell  the  plain 
truth  ;  faying,  that  the  flaves  you  have  already  purchafed,hre'  fuffi- 
eient  for  the  country  for  which  you  bought  them  ;  or  that  the  art- 
ifts,  who  ufcd  to  make  fine  things,  are  all   dead,-  without  having 
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taught  any  body  to  make  more  ?  But  for  a  parcel  of  men  with  long 
heads,  to  fit  down  in  England,  and  frame  laws  for  us,  and  pre- 
tend to  dictate  how  we  are  to  live,  of  whom  they  know  nothing, 
never  having  been  in  a  black  man's  country  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  lives,  is  to  me  fomewhat  extraordinary.  No  doubt, 
they  muft  have  been  biaffed  by  the  report  of  feme  one  who  has  had 
to  do  with  us  ;  who,  for  want  of  a  due  knowledge  of  the  treatment 
of  flaves,  found  that  they  died  on  his  hands,  and  that  his  money 
was  loft  ;  and  feeing  others  thrive  by  the  traffic,  he,  envious  of  their 
good  luck,  has  vilified  both  biuck  and  white  traders. 

'  You  have  feen  me  kill  many  men  at  the  cuftoras ;  and  you 
have  often  obferved  delinquents  at  Grigwhee,  and  others  of  my 
provinces,  tied,  and  fent  up  to  me.,  I  kill  them  ;  but  do  I  ever 
infift  on  being  paid  for  them  ?  Some  heads  I  order  to  be  placed  at 
my  door ;  others  to  be  ftrewed  about  the  market-place,  that  people 
may  ftumble  upon  them  when  they  little  expeft  fuch  a  fight.  This 
gives  a  grandeur  to  my  cuftoms,  far  beyond  the  difplay  of  fine 
things  which  I  buy.  This  makes  my  enemies  fear  me,  and  gives 
me  fuch  a  name  in  the  bufti.  Befides,  if  1  fliould  neglect  this  in- 
difpenfible  duty,  would  my  anceftors  fuffer  me  to  live  ?  Would 
they  not  trouble  me  day  and  night,  and  fay,  that  I  fent  nobody  to 
ferve  then:  ;  that  I  was  only  folicitous  about  my  own  name,  and 
forgetful  of  my  anceftors  r  White  men  are  not  acquainted  with 
thefe  circumftances;  but  I  now  tell  you,  that  you  may  hear,  and 
know,  and  inform  your  countrymen,  why  cuftoms  are  made,  and 
will  be  made,  as  long  as  black  men  continue  to  pofiefs  their  own 
country.  The  few  that  can  be  fpared  from  this  necefTary  celebra- 
tion, we  fell  to  the  white  men.  And  happy,  no  doubt,  are  fuch, 
when  they  find  themfelves  on  the  path  for  Grigwhee,  to  be  difpofed 
of  to  the  Europeans.  We  fliall  ftill  drink  water,  fay  they  to  them- 
felves :  white  men  will  not  kill  us  ;  and  we  may  even  avoid  pu- 
nilhment,  by  ferving  our  new  mafters  with  fidelity.'     p.  217. 

This  work  is  iiluftrated  by  a  valuable  map,  and  with  fome 
plates,  which,  however,  in  general,  do  not  throw  much  light 
on  the  fubjefts. 


27';?  Sea  :  a  Poem.  In  "Two  Boohs.  By  'John  BidlakCf  B.  A. 
Chaplain  to  his  Royal  Uighnefs  the  Duke  of  Clarence^  and 
A^Iafter  of  the  Grammar  School^  Plymouth,  ^vo.  ^s.  6d. 
Boards.     Chapman.      1796. 

'T^HAT  Mr.  Bidlake  poflefles  poetical  powers,  his  former 
.  publications  have  evinced.  The  prefent  may  be  read 
With  pleafure  by  thofe  who  are  fond  of  defcriptive  poetry, 
dire.'ied  to  the  inculcation  of  moral  and  religious  fentiment, 
relieved  by  fuitable  digrelTionSj,  and   diveiTined   (as  from  the 
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clays  of  Thomfon  has  been  the  invariable  practice)  with  tales 
allufive  to  the  fubje£l.  We  cannot,  however,  jElatter  the  au- 
thor with  having  drawn  from  his  theme  many  new  and  ap- 
propriate images.  A  ftorm  and  a  cahn,  the  blelhngs  of  com- 
merce, and  the  misfortunes  of  a  wreck,  have  often  been  pour- 
trayed  •,  and  Mr.  Bidlake  does  not  feem  to  have  fought,  in  a 
deeper  and  more  fcieniific  acquaintance  with  his  fubje<Sl,  thofc 
fources  of  untouched  defcription,  which  might  give  an  air  of 
originaHty  to  his  produ6lion.  The  following  fpecimen,  which 
defcribes  fome  of  the  various  inhabitants  of  the  deep,  and  the 
dangerous  employment  of  catching  the  fea-birds,  will  give  a 
favourable  idea  of  our  author's  talents-r- 

*  Lovely  in  death  the  gay  dorado  fhines : 
Him  partial  nature  paints  ;  with  Ipecious  pride 
Bedrop'd,  his  glift'ning  fcales  protufely  gleam. 
And  lo  !  what  timid  flioals  before  him  hafte! 
On  treach'rous  wings  upborn,  and  faiety  feek ! 
But  direr  foes  await ;  for,  as  they  try 
Inhofpitable  air  !   what  million  flocks 
With  rav'nous  beak  their  little  journey  watch  1 
And  fay,  O  man  !  is  not  thy  tranlient  life, 
Well  piftur'd  here  ?  Thy  danger-fraught  purfuits  ? 
Now  throw  the  baited  hook  !  the  tyrant's  felf 
Deceive,  and  drag  him  from  his  v/at"ry  reign. 
Now  flound'ring  fee  the  panting  traitor  dies. 
While  o'er  his  painted  fides,  what  fhifting  hues, 
In  rich  fiicceffion,  gaudy  glitt'ring  play. 
Lover  of  calm,  his  countiefs  colonies, 
The  az\ne  mackarel  leads  to  fnmmer  (hores. 
Fond  too  of  change,  or  in  the  boifterous  flood 
T^he  falmon  fports  ;  or  feeks  his  cool  retreat, 
Mid  fliadowy  Vv'oods  :  o'erleaps  the  foaming  fall; 
And  trufl:s,  as  if,  by  fad  experience  taught 
The  many  ills  of  more  timiultuous  life. 
His  future  breed  to  quiet's  fafer  feat, 

'  iVZore  would  the  mufe  relate;  the  filver  fmelt, 
The  finuous  eel,  flippery  as  hollow  fraud  ; 
The  fide-long  crab  ;  the  lobfler  firmly  arm'd 
With  flnning  coat  of  mail,  external  bones ; 
And  multitudes,  that  ill  with  v^rfe  accord. 

*  Dull  parafltes,  for  ever  fix'd,  fome  pa's 
A  changelefs  fluggifli  life ;  in  gluttonous  joys. 
And  oh  !   l>ow  like  to  thofe,  who  reafon  boafl, 
While  grofs  intemperance  chains  the  afpiring  foul! 
Anemone,  half  vegetable,  fpreads 
His  hundred  arms,  the  rifmg  tide  to  greet ; 

And 
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And  fnatch  each  fearful  in feit  in  his  fnares. 
His  throne  ufurp'd  the  foldier  too  enjoys. 

'  Tranfparent  on  the  wave  Mediifa  floats, 
A  gtlid  n)afs.     Deep  in  the  fliifting  fand 
The  razor  hides  immur'd.     The  cuttle  fiirew'd, 
Rapine  efcapes  in  inky  clou^  involv'd, 
And  thick  obfciirity.     Julr  fo  the  dunce 
Wit-vanquiflrd  in  long  argument  confound"^, 
By  dull  unmeaning,  and  chaotic  words. 

*  How  foft  the  blufli  that' tints  the  ihelly  tribe  ^ 
How  mazy  fancy  paints  their  freckled  backs  ! 
Kow  beauty  fhapcs  their  forms  !   peculiar  grace  1 
Some  fpread  bivalv'd.    In  circling  cells  tnroU'd, 
The  turbinated  tribe  fecurely  dwell ; 

Lone  cloifter'd  tenants  of  the  dreary  deep. 

'  Nor  be  the  feath'ry  force  forgot.     Some  made 
To  ride  the  wilder  furf,  and  mock  the  ftorm ; 
Or  dive  the  deep,  obtruding  foreigners, 
The  natives  of  the  element  who.fpoil. 
See,  how  they  watch  the  rippling  tide  ! 
Sec-ure,  above  the  wave,  the  meagre  fliag 
Pi6lure  of  famine  firalks,  and  lifted  high. 
Some  like  the  ftately  bark  of  vlftory  proud, 
In  naval  conteft  crovvn'd  triumphant  ride. 
The  fwan  with  feet  well-webb'd,  his  dextrous  oar» 
And  felf  admiring  fails  in  confcious  ftate. 
Kis  arched  neck,  and  fnowy  bofom  fwells 
Light  on  the  emerald  wave.     His  glofiy  plume 
Of  golden  green,  the  dappled  duck  anoints, 
With  felfextrafted  oil;  and  joys  to  Ihake 
From  down  his  azure  wing  the  cheated  Itream. 
While  fome  more  coy  diftruft  our  faithlefs  haunts  .; 
And  flv  to  folltudes,  by  treachery's  (teps, 
Seldom  profan'd.     Soft  let  me  fteal,  unfeen, 
Upon  the  bafhful  people,  cloifter'd  clofe, 
And  clatt'ring  loud,  belv.nd  the  fedgy  fliade. 

*  Hif^h  on  yon  tow'ring  cliff,  and  dizzy  brow, 
Whence  fathoms  far  below,  the  roaring  fea. 

By  diftance  hufii'd  to  whlfpering  murmurs  finks. 
Scarce  heard  by  him  whofe  vent'rous  fpirit  dares 
O'f  riook  the  frightful  precipice,  what  flocks 
Darken  the  panting  air !  with  refllefs  fweep? 
What  awe  infpires  !   Here  on  the  pebbly  beach 
Oft  let  me  tread,  and  deeply  mufe  of  him, 
Who  lifts  the  fwelling  waves  :  and  can  alone 
Their  madnefs  ftill.     Rough  tlw:  hoar  breakers  foam. 
Lover  of  ftorm.  ftirill  ftirif-ks  the  failing  gull. 
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*  On  diftant  fbores,  where  never  plenty  fmiles, 
And  with  its  funfiiine  glr.ds,  lean  hunger  dwells. 
There  the  poor  native  climbs,  where  danger  nods 
Upoo,  the  headlong  ftetp  ;  trembling  from  rock, 
To  rock,  above  the  nether  clouds ;  or  fwiing 
Midway  on  (lender  cords,  he  triifts  frail  life.      • 
How  giddy  fight  frckens  as  fearful  fancy  views 
His  deep  defcent.     Tremendous  trade  !  that  ill 
Affords  by  fcanty  means,  precarious  food. 
Yet  he  no  better  knows.     O  poverty  ! 
Usdieeded  e'er  bv  flothful  luxury: 
And  hard,  unfeeling  pride !  They,  on  their  couch, 
And  idly  canopied,  in  (liort-liv'd  flate, 
StudiouHy  craving  lie  :  and  never  dream, 
What  ills  await  thcr  humbler  lot.     Kow  when 
The  ftorm  beats  loud,  and  they  on  downy  beds. 
Invite  coy  fleep,  the  drenched  mariner   • 
Nods  on  the  maft,  rock'd  by  the  piping  winds. 
How  hungry  want  prepares  her  fcanty  food  ; 
And  blov.s  into  unwilling  fiame,  and  loath. 
Her  \ti\\.  and  joylcfs  fticks,  far  fetch'd  from  wood 
forlorn,  or  tangled  hedge.      Reflect  on  thefe, 
Unfeemly  pomp,  and  filken  affluence  ! 
And  blefs  thy  better  (tars  !  And  blefs  the  pow'r, 
That  fliines  on  thee,  in  full,  meridian  ray  1 
And  ope  the  lib'ral  hand,  and  fcatter  large.'  T.  57. 


j^yi  Account  of  the  Ydlozv  Fcver-^  ivith  a  fucccfsful  Method  of 
Cure :  by  jfcwies  Bryce,  Surgeon^  late  of  the  Bujbridge  Ea/i 
Jndlaman.     ?)V0.     Is.  6d.  /cwj:d.     Robinfons.      1796. 

f\^  the  nature  and  caufes  of  the  yellow  fever,  there  have 
^^  been  different  opinions ;  but  no  fatisfaclory  conclafion 
refpecling  them  has  yet  been  arrived  at.  Nor  is  the  moit  ap- 
propriate method  of  treating  the  difeafe  fully  agreed  upon 
by  thofe  who  have  given  us  accounts  of  its  uncommon  fa- 
tahty. 

Late  writers  on  the  fubjetSl  are,  Indeed,  more  unanimous 
on  this  iaii  point,  than  thofe  that  have  preceded  them.  They, 
in  genera],  fuppofe  that  mercurials,  in  fome  form  or  other, 
are  efTential  to  the  cure  of  the  complaint.  And  the  experi- 
ence of  Mr.  Bryce  is  in  fupport  of  the  fame  opinion — 

'  I  am  induced,  fays  he,  by  the  advice  of  fome  very  refpeftable 
.medical  friends,  to  publifli  the  foUou'ing  obfervations,  (in  hopes 
that  they  may  tend,  in  fome  mesfure,  to  throw  light  on  this  fub- 
jecl)j  concerning  a  fever  of  a  very  formidable  afpedl,  which  broke 
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out  on  board  the  Biifbridge  Eaft  Indiaman,  during  her  voyage  hr^m 
England  to  Madras  and  Benr^al  in  fiimmer  1792,  about  the  time  of 
ciolling  the  equator  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  although  flie  had  been 
without  communication  with  port  or  vellel  from  the  time  of  leav- 
ing the  Downs.  It  was  my  tliird  voyage  as  furpeon  of  an  India- 
man ;  and  neither  in  that  capacity,  nor  in  the  courfe  of  my  educa- 
tion at  Edinburgh  or  in  London,  nor  while  at  Bombay,  IMadras 
or  Bengal,  had  I  ever  feen  an  epidemic  of  fo  threatening  and  ma- 
lignant a  nature.  After  it  broke  out,  thr  vefTel  was  prevented  by 
the  weather  from  touching  at  any  port  till  flie  arrived  at  Madras, 
fo  that  the  fick  were  deprived  of  the  many  refrefliments  which  the 
land  might  have  afforded  ;  and  I  was  left  to  mv  own  conjedurcs 
and  judgment  concerning  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  difeafe. 
I  was  fortunate  enough,  however,  to  be  fo  fuccefsful  in  that  treat- 
ment, that  I  loft  only  three  perfons  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
who  were  attacked  by  the  difeafe,  though  it  was  fo  general,  that 
not  above  twelve  perfons  out  of  the  whole  number  on  board  en- 
tirely efcaped  it.'     p,  6. 

The  author  has  prefented  us  with  nothing  fatisfa6lory,  ei- 
ther refpeQuig  the  fource  from  which  the  difeafe  originated, 
or  the  caufes  that  operated  in  its  production.  On  thefe  points 
he  appears  to  have  made  but  few  obfervations. 

The  hiftory  of  tliis  fever  is  traced  with  fufficient  clearnefs, 
and  in  a  manner  that  fhows  the  author  to  have  been  attentive 
to  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  dif- 
eafe which  he  has  defcribed,  was  cxai^lv  the  fame  with  thofe 
rnentioned  by  Dr.  Rufli  and  Dr.  Chifliolm.  There  are,  in- 
deed, fome  points  of  refemblancg  between  this  difeafe  and 
thofe  which  have  been  defcribed  by  the  above  authors  :  but 
in  others  they  evidently  differed  materially. 

In  his  attempts  to  remove  the  difeafe  by  clearing  the  primte 
viefff  and  then  throwing  in  the  bark,  the  atithor  fccms  to  have 
experienced  confiderable  difappointment.  He  was  therefore 
fbon  induced  to  follow  another  plan. 

*  I  h*d  foon  (favs  he)  the  fatisfaftion  to  find,  that  by  means  of 
the  molf  draft'ic  purgatives,  provided  early  recourfe  was  h?A  to 
them,  1  had  acquired  complete  contronl  over  this  cruel  diftemper, 
even  in  its  moft  formidable  attacks.  I  then  formed  a  plan  for  the 
regulation  of  my  future  practice,  on  thefe  three  general  indica- 
tions. 

'  I.   To  evacuate  all  putrid  offending  matters. 

*  2.  To  prevent  the  re-accumulation  of  thefe.      And, 
'  3.  To  relieve  urgent  fy mptoms.'     p.  49. 

The  dodlrine  which  forbids  the  ufe  of  purgatives  in  fevers 
that  have  a  putrid  tendency^  the  author  conftders  as  by  no 
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means  fatlsfaftorily  eitabliftied  :  at  leall,  where  there  is  an  ac- 
cumulation of  putrid  matters  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  he 
thinks  it  the  iafeft  and  mod  advantageous  mode  of  cure  to  ex- 
hibit cathartic  flimuii,  and  by  their  means  immediately  remove 
the  poifon. 

*  In  order  to  accomplifli  this  evacuation  of  the  putrid  matters,  I 
found  the  moft  aftive  of  tlie  purging  medicines  abfolutely  necefla- 
ry  ;  and  that  which  to  me,  appeared  by  far  the  moft  efreftual  for 
the  purpofc  was  calomel,  either  given  by  itfelf,  or  joined  with  other 
powerful  cathartics. 

'  I  am  therefore  moft  anxious  to  recommend  a  more  free  ufe  of 
calomel,  than  has  hitherto  been  common  even  in  warm  climates, 
being  fully  convinced  that  the  greateft  parr^  if  not  all  the  acute  dif- 
eafes  of  thofe  regions,  proceed,  either  immediately  or  remotely^ 
from  accumulations  of  offending  matters  in  the  bowels.  I  have 
feen  fo  many  inftances  of  the  good  eife6ls  of  this  medicine,  in 
preventing  and  in  curing  the  fevers  of  warm  climates,  without  ever 
witneiTmg  any  bad  effefts  from  a  liberal  and  judicious  ufe  of  it, 
that  I  do  think  any  error  which  is  likely  to  arife  from  its  ufe,  mull 
proceed  from  giving  it  in  too  fmall  a  quantity,'      p.  51. 

That  purgatives  are  neceiiary,  particularly  in  warm  cli- 
mates, for  the  purpofes  which  the  author  has  mentioned 
there  cannot  be  the  leail  doubt.  The  lirib  has  been  confirm- 
ed by  innumerable  proofs.  But  ftill  evacuations  may  be  car- 
ried too  far,  as  there  is  conftantly  in  thefe  fevers  a  rapid  ten- 
dency to  debility.  The  judicious  practitioner,  therefore, 
while  he  makes  ufe  of  evacuating  remedies,  will  not  lofe  fight, 
of  that  ifate  of  tne  fyftem  which  muft  foon  take  place. 

That  the  caufe  of  the  debility  in  this  fever  is  the  acaimu- 
lation  of  putrid  matters  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  we  are  iu 
fome  degree  inclined  to  doubt.  We  know  that  collections 
frequently  occur  in  the  inteftines,  without  producing  any  ftate 
fimilar  to  that  which  is  met  with  in  fevers  of  this  kind.  The 
author  feems  to  have  miftaken  an  efreiftfor  a  caufe  ;  acircum- 
ftance  indeed  by  no  means  unfrequent  among  medical  writ- 
ers. 

The  plan  of  cure  which  is  here  propofed,  confifts  princi- 
pally in  evacuating  the  contents  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,,  by 
means  of  large  and  repeated  mercurial  purges.  This  is  near- 
ly the  method  recommended  by  Dr.  Rulli  and  Dr.  Chifholm  : 
and  it  is  a  circumftance  highly  favourable  to  the  juftnefs  of 
their  opinions,  that  the  fame  mode  has  been  fuccelsfuUy  em- 
ployed by  another  pra£litioner,  without  (as  he  tells  Ub)  hav- 
ing any  knowledge  of  v.'hat  thofe  phyficians  had  done. 

The  fafts  which  Mr.  Bryce  has  here  judiciouflv  ilated,  de- 
ferve  the  attention  of  thofe  who  arc  engaged  in  treating  the 
difeafes  of  hot  climates. 
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Trafis  upon  India',  ivr'ittcn  In  the  Tears,  ijjg,  17S0,  and 
17H8.  By  yWr.  John  Sullivan.  With  fuhfequent  Objervatlons 
by  him.     Sz'o.     lOs.  6d.  Beards.     Becket.     1795- 

'T~'HE  manners,  cuftoms,  police,  and  literature  of  India, 
"*•  are,  in  general,  fo  intereiling,  and  the  concerns  of  our 
own  country  fo  much  involved  in  them,  as  to  render  every 
publication  on  Indian  affairs  of  importance.  The  prefent  ob- 
fervations  being  written  by  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with 
the  fubje£t  he  treats  on,  and  being  in  their  nature  conne(fted 
with  public  tranfa£lions,  are  rendered  ftill  more  important. 

It  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  copies  of  this 
work  were  fent  by  the  author  to  the  miniller  for  India,  to 
Mr.  Pitf,  to  marquis  Cornwallii,  and  others  amongil  Mr. 
Sullivan's  private  friends,  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of 
India.  The  author's  defign  in  fubmitting  his  papers  to  fuch 
examination,  was,  that  errors  of  opinion  might  be  pointed 
out,  or  that  the  whole  might  be  fuppreiTed,  if  fuflicient  rcu- 
fons  for  fuch  fupprefFion  fl^iould  appear.  No  fuch  reafons, 
however,  having  occurred  to  Mr.  Sullivan,  he  fubmits  them 
to  the  public. 

The  follov/ing  introducbory  remarks  we  lay  before  our 
readers — 

'  The  following  work  confifts  of  letters  vvhich  were  prefented  to 
his  majefty's  minifters,  and  to  the  oourj.  of  direi5lors,  in  the  years 
1779,  ^7^2,  and  17SS,  withor.tany  intcnrion  that  they  {hould  ever 
be  brought;  luidtr  more  general,  view.  But  motives  of  perfonal 
refpecl  and  r^jgardfor  the  noble  lord  lately  aj^pointed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  having  induced  me  Co  revife  thofe  letters,  and  to 
collect  them  together,  as  forming  parts  of  one  general  fubjeft  ;  I 
have  thought  it  neceifary  in  doing  this,  to  connect  them  with  fome 
events  that  have  taken  place .fiucethe-y  ware. written,  and  wiiich  I 
cpnceive  will  be  found  to  elucidate  '4n<^  confirm  the  information  and 
o^jinions  that  were  then  fubmittcd  fwr  conudera;n>n. 

'  The  letter  vvhich  has  the  fnft  place  in  this  c;;ie6tion,  contains^ 
in  a  reduced  fcrm,  and  with  fome  litd'ai  alterations,  the  fiibftance 
of  three.  letters  that  were  addrelTcd  by  me  to  lord  North  in  the 
autumn  of  1780,  at  which  time  they  were  written  with  the  defign 
of  exciting  his  lordfnip's  attention,  as  the  niinilter  of  this  Country, 
to  the  political  fituation  of  the  Britifii  intereiis  in  India.  I  have 
now  divided  that  letter,  in  its  abridged  ftate,  into  two  parts,  for  the 
purpofe  of  connec:ing  wit-i  the  fubje-fts  in  each,  fuch  obfervations 
and  reflections,  as  have  uiggefted  chemfeh-es  to  my  mind  upon  a 
review  of  them  ;  and  I  have  introduced  immediately  after  them,  a 
memoir  which  I  had  the  honour  of  prefenting  to  Mr.  Dundas  in 
March,  1788,  to  which  I  have  alio  added  obfervations.     By  this 

arranoe- 
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arrangement  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  fome  degree  of  unity  to 
the  fubjeA  of  the  papers  which  I  had  at  different  times  fubmitted 
ro  his  majefty's  minifters  upon  the  political  ftate  of  India,  and  upon 
the  relation  in  which  we  flood  conneiSted  with  the  native  princes  of 
the  Peninfula.'     p.  i. 

The  firft  letter  holds  out  this  idea,  that  our  political  ideas 
concerning  India  (liould  be  determined  by  the  particular  cha- 
raitcr  of  its  refpe^live  rulers;  and  that  our  condudl:,  in  regard 
to  that  country,  fliould  be  regulated  by  the  courf<^  of  events 
nearer  our  ow^n  time. 

The  letter  was  prefented  to  lord  North  at  an  important 
crifis ;  and  the  author  obferves,  that  of  all  the  various  intcrei^s 
of  the  nation,  there  was  no  one,  the  various  relations  and 
combinations  of  which  have  hitherto  been  fo  little  develop- 
ed. He  defignedly  avoids  tcuchiug,  on  the  prefent  occancn, 
cur  commerce  with  India,  and  the  means  of  improving  our 
revenue  there,  confining  himfelf  entirely  to  the,  political  branch 
of  his  fubje£l ;  and  accordingly'  tal;es  a  general  view  of  our 
•alliances  and  negotiations  and  political  difTenlions  in  India, 
2nd  determines  this  to  he  the  period  when  the  interefts  of 
the  nation  render  it  neceffary  to  .adopt  a  decided  policy  in  re- 
gard to  India. 

Mr.  Sullivan  complains  of  the  diiliculty  not  only  of  completing 
the  regiments,  but  even  of  procuring  any  men  for  India  fervice^ 
a.nd  yet,  he  fays,  no  where  is  pay  fo  high  nor  more  regularly 
paid.  He  propofes  a  plan  for  forming  military  feminaries, 
to  be  compofed  of  the  children  of  our  foldiers  in  India  :- 
he  allows  that  this  plan  is  cotitrary  to  the  genius  of  our 
conditution  at  home, — but  obferves — r 

'  Were  our  polTellions  in  India  conftitnted,  as  th^'fe  iflands  are, 
■or  were  they  capable  of  receiving  fuch  a  conftitution,  it  would  be 
criminal  to  propoie  any  plan,  which  flioiild  beiefs  favourable  to 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl;  but  vvhilft  every  profeffion  is  conlidered 
by  the  natives  of  India  as  an  inheritance,  not  only  of  the  family, 
but  of  the  caft  ;  whilft  the  religious  prejudices  of  a  whole  peopfe 
are  found  to  oppofe  the  communication  of  thofe  privileges  to  any 
ont  of  their  own  tribes  ;  it  would  be  imprafticable  to  form  efta- 
blhhments  in  India,  upon  the  enlarged  principle  which  it  would  be 
liecelTary  to  obferve  in  an  inftitution  of  the  kind  at  home. 

'  The  offspring  of  our  foldicry  in  India,  nni ft' therefore;  from  a 
neceffity  which  no  authority  can  control!,  become  foldiers;  or  they 
muff  fall  into  that  depraved  and  profcribed  ftate,  which  is  difliw- 
guifhed  in  fome  parts  of  India  by  the  denomination  of  Pariars,  and 
in  others,  by  that  of  Hallencores ;  under  v;hich  defcriptions,  they 
are  confidered  as  the  pollured  oulcalli  of  fociety. 

'  Wh.ether  then,  my  lord,  fljall  we,  under  fome  fmall  abridg- 
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iDent  of  that  well  conftltuted  liberty,  which  with  fo  much  reaion 
we  pride  oiirfelves  on  in  this  country,  incorporate  thefe  children 
into  our  army,  by  fome  public  eftablifliment,  which  may  early  di- 
reft  their  habits  ?  or  fliall  we,  by  an  inattention  to  the  common 
duties  of  humanity,  as  well  as  policy,  leave  them  to  augment  the 
armies  of  our  neighbours,  and  thereby  continue  to  furnilli  the  na- 
tive powers  of  India,  with  means  fo  efficient  for  bringing  their 
ti'oops  nearer  to  the  level  of  our  own  in  difcipline  and  energy. 

*  Your  lordfliip,  1  am  perfuaded,  will  not  hefitate  to  decide  in 
favour  of  fome  eftablifliment,  which  fliall  fecure  to  the  nation  the 
fervices  of  this  numerous,  but  hitherto  negiecled  race ;  and  your 
wifdoni  will  direft,  that  it  ftiould  be  formed  upOn  a  plan  the  befl 
calculated  To  (trvt  as  a  military  feminary,  in  which,  from  the  ha- 
bits of  early  exercife,  the  boys  may  be  inured  to  difcipline,  and 
fitted  for  the  army.'     p.  42. 

Mr.  Sullivan  further  propofes  a  reform  In  the  marine  force 
of  India  ;  and  fuggefls  a  hint  that  fhips  of  war,  deftlned  for 
the  Indian  ftation,  ihould  be  built  in  India  ;  and  meets  ob- 
jedlions  that  might  be  flarted  to  this  plan  :  and  further  pro- 
pofes that  a  corps,  under  the  denomination  of  Lafcar  Sepoys, 
Should  be  charged  with  the  boat-fervice,  and  fuch  other  duties 
as  might  relieve  the  Englifh  failor.  He  likewife  notices  a 
plan  for  bringing  the  military  eftablifliment  of  the  crown,  and 
that  of  the  Eail  India  company,  into  one  uniform  corps. 
This,  he  obferves,  would  prevent  the  inconveniences  arifing 
from  invidious  diftinclicns  between  the  troops  of  the  crown 
and  thofe  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Sullivan  propofes,  as  a  reward  for  military  fervice,  a 
temporary  alienation  of  public  revenue  ;  a  fchcme  as  judicious 
in  itfelf,  as  agreeable  to  the  ellabliflied  ufages  of  the  Mo- 
gul empire. 

After  all,  the  guarded  policy  necelTary  to  be  purfued  in 
thefe  diftant  doiriiaions,  furniflies  arguments  againfl  this  fyf- 
tem  of  our  foreign  pofienions. 

The  memoir  presented  to  Mr.  Dundas  was  written  at  his 
requeft,  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  a  relation  of  the  politi- 
cal fituation  of  the  Englifh  interefts  in  the  fouth  of  India ; 
iut  particularly  to  point  out  the  danger  that  might  attend  a 
well  combined  direction  of  the  united  forces  of  Tippoo  Sul- 
tan and  of  the  French  againfl  us  in  that  quarter. 

This  Is  followed  by  obfervations  on  the  general  refult  of  the 
war  againfl  Tippoo  Sultan,  and  the  effedls  that  may  have  been 
produced  by  it  upon  our  internal  fccurlty,  and  upon  our  poli- 
tical relation  with  other  powers  of  India. 

Next  follows  a  curious  letter  to  the  court  of  dIre£lors  of 
the  Eafl  India  company,  dated   3d  of  Feb.  1779,  the   fub- 

ftance  of  which  may  be  collcdled  from  what  follows — 
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*  The  great  political  arrangements  o'i  India,  from  their  variety 
and  extent,  have  unavoidably  engaged  fo  much  of  your  attention, 
that  the  fubordinate  departments  of  internal  police,  which  prefled 
not  fo  immediately  upon  you,  cannot  have  been  enquired  into  with 
the  fame  degree  of  precifion.  From  the  fame  caufes  it  mufl  have 
happened,  that  the  governments  abroad  have  been  obliged,  in  fqme 
inftances,  to  foibid  themfelves  too  minute  an  enquiry,  left  tlie  time 
given  to  inveftigation,  fhould  have  drawn  their  attention,  too  much, 
from  the  more  important  concerns  committed  to  their  charge. 

*  Under  thefe  circumftances  it  may  be  permitted  to  hope,  that 
every  endeavour  to  convey  information  will  be  favourably  received 
by  you ;  and  that  any  attempt  to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  com- 
pany, and  to  increafe  the  confidence  and  fecurity  of  the  natives  of 
India,  living  under  their  protedion,  will  be  fure  to  find  advocates 
in  thofe,  who  are  fo  particularly  entrufted  with  the  management  of 
their  affairs. 

*  In  this  perfuafion,  I  am  encouraged  to  fubmit  to  your  confi- 
deration,  the  following  obfervations  and  reflections  upon  the  fubjeA 
of  the  provinces,  commonly  known  by  the  denomination  of  the 
Northern  Circars.  They  are  the  refult  of  local  knowledge,  and 
of  fome  experience  in  the  adminiftration  of  thofe  valuable  pro- 
vinces ;  and  being  derived  from  minute  enquiry  and  inveftigation, 
they  are  offered  with  fome  degree  of  confidence,  to  your  attention. 

*  With  a  view  of  giving  as  much  perfpicuity  as  may  be  within 
my  power,  to  a  fubjedt  fo  complicated,  and  in  which  fuch  a  variety 
of  interefts  are  involved,  I  will  firft  endeavour  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  tenure,  under  which  landed  property  was  held,  under  the 
ancient  government  of  the  Hindoos ;  to  defcribe  the  fecurities 
which  were  provided  by  their  inftitutions,  in  favour  of  induftiy' 
and  cultivation  ;  and  to  fliew  the  influence  which  the  conquefts  of 
the  Mohammedans  had,  upon  thofe  tenures  and  inftitutions. 

*  Upon  thofe  preliminary  grounds  I  will  attempt  to  trace  the  in- 
n-odudion  and  eftablifliment  of  Zemindars  in  thofe  provinces  ;  to 
give  a  general  view  of  the  caufes  which  had  raifed  them  to  the  de- 
gree of  power  and  confideration  they  were  found  to  be  pofteffed  of, 
Vv'hen  they  fell  under  the  government  of  the  Englifti  ;  to  exhibit 
their  prefent  fallen  and  impovenflred  ftate,  with  the  influence  it  has 
had  upon  the  revenue  and  upon  the  induftry  of  the  country  ;  and, 
iaftiy,  to  fnggeft  and  explain  fuch  meafures  as,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, would  tend  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  landhokie.'-  r,nd  of 
tlie  hufbandman,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  extend  and  render  fecure 
tht:  income  of  the  ftate.'     p.  i  56. 

The  letter  further  contains  fome  hints  on  manufadures, 
and  of  the  meafures  to  be  taken  to  fecure  the  advantages  that 
they  may  confer. 

This  letter  is  followed  by  obfervations  written  fourteen 
years  afterwards,  at  a  time  when  a  permanent  fettlement  of 
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the  territorial  revenue  in  Bengal  had  been  perfeiSled  up&rt 
principles  analogous  to  thofe  which  Mr.  Sullivan  fubmitted 
to  the  court  of  dire6lors  of  the  Eaft  India  company  in  1779> 
relafive  to  the  Northern  Circars. 

The  next  letter  is  alfo  addrefTed  to  the  court  of  directors, 
dated  Dec.  14,  1780.  This  relates  to  the  remittances  from 
India  to  Europe,  which,  for  fome  years,  were  made  through 
the  medium  of  foreigners.  Mr.  Sullivan  reafons  againlt 
this  pra£lice,  as  it  diverts  from  this  country  a  confjderablc 
part  of  its  natural  commerce  with  India,  and  furniflies  rivals 
with  the  mean-s  of  fupporting  that  trade  under  fingular  ad- 
vantages. 

In  the  Supplement,  Tilr.  Sullivan  lays  down  the  plan  pro- 
pofed  by  lord  Cornwallis,  for  new  modelling  the  army  in  In- 
dia, as  well  as  the  amendments  of  that  plan  by  the  officers  of 
the  company,  and  labours  tofhow  that  they  rather  increafe  ex- 
jfting  evils  than  furnifh  remedies. 

In  an  Appendix,  are  fubjoined  documents  drawn  from  offi- 
cial records,  not  open  to  the  public.  The  objedt  of  introduc- 
ing them  is  principatly  to  enable  the  reader  to  judge  from 
fuch  authentic  materials,  how  far  the  hints  fubmitted  to  con- 
sideration in  the  tracts  of  1779,  1780,  and  1788,  have  been 
enforced  and  confirmed  by  fubfequent  experience. 

Though,  in  many  difcuffions  relative  to  our  concerns  in  In- 
dia, many  previous  quellionsmay  beilarted  by  the  moralift, — 
though  much  jufl  animadverfion  mud  follow, — and  though 
much  perplexity,  on  account  of  different  interefts,  laws,  and 
cuftoms,  will  be  involved  in  them, — yet  this  volume  of  letters 
cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  to  the  public ;  being  not  only 
drawn  up  by  a  perfon  well  acquainted  with  facls,  but  written 
in  a  very  agreeable  ftyle. 


An  EJJay  on  the  Progrefs  of  Human  Underjlanding.     By  y.  A. 
O'Kecfc,  M.D.  A,M.Hvo.  is.  6d.  Griffiths.  1795., 

^TpHE  utility  and  importance  of  inquiring  into  the  clrcum- 
^  ftances  which  promote  or  impede  the  progrefs  of  human  ' 
knov/ledge,  mud  be  extremely  obvious  to  every  one  who  , 
has  thought  at  all  upon  the  fubjecl.  It  muft  be  fufficiently  1 
evident,  that  it  is  only  by  inquiries  of  this  kind,  that  preju»-  | 
dice  and  error  can  be  fully  eradicated,  or  the  general  condudl  i! 
of  mankind  be  enlightened  and  improved.  By  accurately  i 
marking  the  diffisrent  caufes  which  influence  the  mind  in  the 
acquifition  or  negleft  of  knowledge,  the  fourcesof  error  may 
probably  be  detected,  and  die  avenues  that  lead  to  folid  infor- 
mation be  laid  open. 
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Confidering  the  matter  in  this,  point  of  view,  publications 
of  thisnatiii-e,  when  conducted  with  propriety  and  judgment, 
may  probably  be  of  confiderable  advantage.  Of  the  utility 
of  the  prefent  pamphlet,  we  cannot,  however,  fpeak  highly, 
as  it  merely  contains  a  iketth  or  outline  of  the  fubje£i:. 

The  views  of  the  author  are  developed  in  the  following 
Ijaflage*— 

'  The  prefent  Hictch  reprefents  fome  of  the  errors,  vices,  and  in- 
humanity of  our  predecefibrs,  in  order  to  convince  man  of  his  ad- 
vancement to  perfection,  and  give  him  feme  notions  of  the  rapid 
growth  cf  his  underftanding.  Bigotry,  vice,  ecclcfiaflical  fuper- 
llition,  and  feflical  hatred,  are  feverely  attacked,  becaufe  they  gave 
origin  to  all  the  cruelties,  perfecutions,  and  calamities,  under  which 
mankind  has  groaned  for  ages,  and  becaufe  real  happinefs  can  ne- 
ver be  obtained  while  they  exili  I  The  hiftory  of  politics  points  out 
the  glaring  errors  both  of  former  and  prefent  fyftems,  and  ftiews 
the  true  and  proper  fource  of  reform.  The  method  of  cultivating 
our  underftanding  is  laid  open  before  our  eyes  ;  and  the  befl  books 
for  acquiring  an  enlightened  knowledge  of  ourfelves  and  the  woridj 
are  quoted  in-  their  proper  places.  Two  or  three  letters  which  I 
wrote  from  the  univerfity  of  Leipfic  to  a  friend  in  this  city,  gave 
rife  to  the  prefent  publication  ;  and  as  philofophy  and  phyfiology 
are  the  fciences  which  give  us  a  true  knowledge  of  the  mental  and 
corporal  faculties  of  man,  I  do  not  think  the  prefent  fubject  beyond 
the  limits  of  my  fludieb,'     p.  ii. 

The  obje£l  of  the  work  being  thus  marked  out,  the  do£lor 
takes  a  furvey  of  '  the  different  ftages  of  human  underftand- 
ing through  the  courfe  of  moral  and  practical  philofophy,' 
His  view  is,  however,  much  too  confined  j  though  diere  are 
fome  ufeful  remarks. 

In  concluding  this  incrodu£lory  part  of  the  work,  he  ob" 
lerves,  that — 

'  A  brief  account  of  the  religious,  civil  and  political  intrigues, 
that  gave  rife  to  prejudice  and  formed  the  principal  impedio-jents  to 
the  progrefs  of  hun)an  underftanding  and  fecial  happinefs,  compofe 
the  theme  of  the  following  pages,  which  terminate  with  a  (ketch  of 
the  literature  of  new  philofophy,  efpecialiy  that  of  profeflbr  Kant 
in  Prulfia.'     p.  xvi. 

An  abufe  of  the  paffions,  and  a  falfe  idea  oCperiQnal  inter- 
eft,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  our  author,  the  two  great  fources 
from  which  the  negle6l  of  the  exercife  of  reafon,  and  of  the 
culture  of  the  underftanding,  originates.  The  prefent  pidura 
of  Europe,  he  thinks,  affords  a  ftrong  proof  of  our  '  great 
ignorance  of  the  pra<tticai  bafis  of  pure  underftanding,  and 
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human  happlnels.'  It  fliows,  fays  lie,  '  that  -while  one  half 
of  mankind  are  occupied  in  protedling  the  prefent  efforts  of 
long  opprefled  nature,  the  other  half  are  exhaufling  all  means 
to  oppofc  their  attempt,  and  fubmerge  the  brightening  fpirk 
of  the  times  in  thofe  iuimenfe  clouds  of  ignorance  and  dark- 
iiefs,  out  of  which  it  began  to  flaoot  forth.' 

The  imperfections  of  the  fecial  compa£l:  among  the  differ- 
ent rude  tribes  of  mankind,  as  retarding  the  progrefs  of  know- 
letlge,  and  alfo  the  original  form  of  fecial  compacts,  are 
iuft  touched  upon  by  cur  author,  but  without  much  novelty 
of  remark.  He  fuppofes  that  mankind,  from  their  fupinenefs 
and  too  great  confidence,  as  well  as  from  the  negle6t  of  cul- 
tivating their  own  talents,  permitted  certain  of  their  fellow 
creatures  to  be  raifed.  to  *  the  rank  of  gods  and  ridiculous 
Idols,  the  haughty  and  ungrateful  defcendants  of  whom  after- 
wards claimed  a  property  over  them-'  Time,  continues  he, 
*  changed  this  pretended  right  into  a  law  of  cuilom  ;  and  with 
its  age  the  rights  of  the  people  decayed,  until  they  forgot  that 
he  who  fwayed  over  them  had  formerly  been  the  fcullion  of  a 
neighbour's  kitchen,  the  groom  of  a  foreign  liable,  or  the 
Moody  IcivJer  of  a  barbarous  tribe,  who,  after  having  flaugh- 
tered  the  one  half  of  their  forefathers,  had  raifed  his  criminal 
throne  on  the  ruins  of  the  other.' 

*  The  too  great  confidence,  and  ill  placed  generofity  of  man, 
were  not  perceived  by  him,  till  he  found  all  his  natural  rights  in  the 
hands  of  his  fellow  citizen,  who  foon  treated  him  like  tiie  beall  of 
the  forert,  drove  him  on  to  the  market  for  public  fale,  or  bound 
him  down  with  a  feudal  decree  to  a  piece  of  laud,  which  he  was 
compelled  to  till  in  quality  of  a  flave  or  ferf,  for  him  who  was 
deftined  to  bear  arms,  and  maintain  the  tyrant's  oppreffion.  De- 
prived of  his  wiii,  Ih'ipt  of  all  his  rights,  and  thus  chained  down  to 
nourilh  the  mechanical  ftaircafe  of  armed  power,  wliich  mounts  up 
to  that  throne,  formerly  raifed  by  his  own  indifcretiou  or  temerity, 
poor  helplefs  man,  being  no  more  than  a  fliadow,  muft  now  {land 
and  behold  this  Tarpeian  rock,  without  knowing  how  to  (bun  or 
eradicate  it :  the  lonper  he  beholds  and  the  more  he  confiders,  the 
ieffj  his  expeftatijj'n  ©f  returning  to  his  manhood  :  hopelefs  and  in 
defpair.  he  fits  down  Co  work  for  his  greedy  lord,  till  the  efforts  of 
his  toil  fill  up  the  treafiires,  llores  and  arienais,  which  are  deftined 
for  the  pailLme  of  his  tyrant,  and  the  inftruments  of  his  own  de- 
ftruftion.'     f.  19. 

The  influence  of  fuperdltion  in,  aiding  and  abetting  the  in- 
human defignsof  defpots,  ie  here  treated  with  no  trifling  de- 
gree of  feverity  :  nor  is  the  author  lefs  fevere  on  the  fubjeil  of 
war,  which  he  thinks  has  always  been  the  '  laft  rampart 
railed  againft  the  progrefs  of  human   underftan^ing.'     He 
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ncwever  finds  this  to  have  been  more  particuhrly  tlio  cafe  in 
thole  wars  which  have  beea  *  v/aged  for  the  fake  of  religion, 
and  in  which  men  were  infured  the  falvation  of  their  fouls  for 
killing  their  fellow  creatures.' 

On  the   fubjeil  of  '  interweaving  Statiilics   and  Politics,* 
with  the  moral  principles  of  religion,  the  author  has  put  fome 
quefbions,    which  thofa  who  encourage   aiul  fiipport  fuch  a- 
pernicious  pra<5tice,  will  find  confiderable  dilEciUty  in  anfwer- 


mg. 


The  fcience  of  government,  and  the  views  of  thofe  who 
have  enjoyed  the  governing  powers,  are  fhghtly  th-ough  not 
very  delicately  touched  upon  ;  after  which  the  ucclor  pro- 
ceeds to  the  *  Hiilory  of  Politics,'  in  which  he  inarks  the 
principal  changes  that  have  taken  place,  and  the  writers  who 
have  chiefly  contributed  to  efFeCl  them.  The  examination  of 
•this  part  of  his  fubje£l  is,  however,  by  no  meaiis  maflerly. 
He  has  rather  glided  upon  the  furface,  than  fearched  the  mat- 
ter to  the  bottom. 

The  conclufion  affords  a  view  of  the  Kantean  Fh'dofophy^ 
v/hich  the  author  appears  to  be  anxious  to  prefent  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Enghfh  philofopher.  How  far  the  principles  oi 
the  Kantean  Jchool  may  be  preferable  to  thofe  of  other  nnu 
jchools  which  profefs  to  enlighten  m.ankind  and  affiil  the  pro- 
grefs  of  human  underftanding,  we  cannot  from  experience  at 
prefent  determine.  This,  however,  may  probably  foon  be 
afcertained,  as  the  doiftor  informs  us  that  *  the  Kantean  Society 
cf  Aforalj  Practical,  and  Speculative  Pbilo/ophy,  will  foon 
commence  its  clalfical  and  elementary  debates  in  this  metro- 
polis.' 


Rural  TValks  :  in  Dialogues.  Intended  for  the  Vfe  of  Young 
Fofons.  By  Charlotte  Smith.  2  Fols.  lltno.  55.  Boards. 
Cadell  ^;;<3f  Davies.      1795. 

*  00  numerous  and  fo  excellent  (fays  Mrs.  Smith)  are  the  books 
*^  which  have  been  written  lor  the  ufe  of  children  and  young 
perfons,  within  a  very  few  years,  that,  on  the  great  duties  of  life, 
nothing  can,  perhaps,  be  added,  which  is  either  new,  or  which  can 
be  addrefTed  to  them  in  anv  new  form. 

*  In  this  little  work,  therefore,  I  have  confined  myfeif  rather 
to  what  are  called  les  pctites  morales.  To  reprefs  dilcontent;  to 
inculcate  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting  cheerfully  to  fuch  fuuations  as 
fortune  may  throw  them  into  ;  to  check  that  flippancy  of  remark, 
fo  frequently  dlfj^uiting  in  girls  of  twelve  or  thirtceii  ;  and  to  cor- 
rcifl  ihe  errors  thnt  young  people  often  fall  into  in  converfation,  as 

H  h  3  well 
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well  as  to  give  them  a  talle  for  the  pure  ple^fures  of  retirement,  an?i| 
thefublime  beauties  of  nature;  has  been  my  intention. 

'  In  the  very  little  time  that  the  incclfant  neceffity  of  writing  for 
the  fupport  of  my  family  allows  me  to  bellow  on  the  education  of  a 
girl  between  twelve  and  thirteen,  I  have  found,  notwithrtandino  the 
number  of  excellent  books,  that  fomethinv  of  this  kind  is  ftill  want- 
ing.  I  wiflied  to  unite  the  inlereft  of  the  novel  with  the  inftrudion 
of.the  fchool-book,  by  throwing  the  latter  into  the  form  of  dialogue, 
mingled  with  narrative,  and  by  giving  fome  degree  of  character  tp 
the  group.  To  do  this,  however,  I  have  found  it  lefs  eafy  than 
I  imagined.  It  feems  to  be  the  peculiar  felicity  of  the  author  of 
ly'Ami  des  Enfans  to  have  written  ftories  which  are  attractive  to 
children,  yet  not  uninterejting  to  others  farther  advanced  iq  life.  In 
general,  fuch  works  iniifr  appear  infipid  to  all  but  thofe  for  whom 
they  are  immediately  deligned,  and  fhould  not  therefore  be  judged 
of,  as  they  frequently  are,  by  perfons  who  feem  not  fufficiently  to 
confider  that  fuch  books  were  not  meant  for  their  entertainment, 
but  for  the  inliruftion  of  the  rifing;  preneration. 

'  That  there  are  but  few  poets  whofe  works  can  be  put  indifcri- 
mlnately  into  the  hands  of  very  young  people,  the  extrafts  whicly 
are  daily  offered  for  their  ufe  muft  fully  evince.  Iijdeed,  I  know 
of  none  but  Gray  and  Collins  which  are  wholly  unexceptionable ; 
and  fiiblime.  as  rheir  poetry  is,  not  many  of  their  compofitions  can 
be  relJQied  by  readers  but  jutl  emerging  from  childhood. 

'  In  clofing  each  of  the  following  fliort  dialogues  with  fome  lines 
of  poetry,  I  have  endeavoured  to  feied  pieces  likely  to  encourage  a 
taile  for  lirnple  compofition  ;  and  if  I  have  indulged  the  vanity  or 
the  fondnefs  of  an  author,  bv  infertino  two  or  three  of  mv  own.  I 
have  done  fo,  ratlier  to  giatify  fome  yeung  friends,  than  becaufe  I 
fuppofe  them  better  tlpn  others.  A  copy  of  verfes  in  the  fecond 
volume  is  tlie  produiftion  of  a  beloved  and  regretted  friend,  which  I 
was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  refcue  from  ttie  injury  they  had  re- 
ceived, by  mutilated  copies  in  manufcript.'     Vol.  i.   p.  iii. 

To  this  account  of  the  plan  and  object  of  the  work,  which 
IS  not  unworthy  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Smith,  we  will  only  add  a  fliort 
fpecimen  from  the  conclufion  of  thp  eleventh  dialogue.  Tlie 
\tKon  intended  to  l?e  inculcated,  is  the  propriety  of  over- 
coming that  timidity  too  common  to  young  females,  and  to 
which  they  are  not  nware  of  the  importance  of  oppofing  iome 
tiivnely  refiflance.  The  dialogue  on  this  fubject  commences 
in  the  following  way — 

'  ,Mrs.  Woodf,tld^   [alluding  to  an  alarm  the  party  Had  experlen- 

;rd'\ — -^And  now,  fince  our  hearts  are  at  eafe,  let  us  fit  do wr,,' and 

call  ourfelveb  to  account  for  the  panic  we  have  been  all  throu'n 

into, 

'    Caroline, 
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*  Caroline.  From  which,  my  dear  aunt,  you  were  jiot  more 
exempt  than  we  were. 

*  Mrs.  Woodfield,  I  own  I  was  not;  but  my  apprehenfions 
were  infinitely  greater,  after  I  knew  it  was  a  man  with  a  letter, 
than  while  I  fyppofed  it  to  he  ojily  a  drunken  fellow,  who,  without 
having  any  bad  defign,  might  have  been  troublefome,  as  we  had 
{lobody  in  the  houfe  to  oblige  him  to  go  away. 

'  Henrietta.  I  was  fure,  almoft,  that  it  w^s  one  of  thofe  fright- 
ful gypfy  men  we  met  to-day. 

'  Elijiabeth.  And  I  was  perfuaded  that  it  was  the  failors,  that 
JVIary  fays  have  frightened  a  great  number  of  people  about  the 
.country  latelv. 

*  Mrs.  IFoodjield.  Really  yon  had  both  lucky  imaginations.  I 
fliall  be  angry  with  the  fervants,  if  they  tell  you  thefe  ftories  of 
threatened  robberies,  and  I  know  not  what:  but  it  is  aftonifliincr 
what  a  pafTion  the  peopU  in  every  country  have  for  the  horrible 
and  the  wonderful.  I  have  known  a  mad  dog,  a  gang  of  imagin- 
ary houfebreakers,  or  two  or  three  ftout  vajrabonds  in  failora' 
jackets,  keep  an  whole  neighbourhood  in  alarm  for  fix  weeks; — 
fome  had  heard  them,  fome  had  feen  them  at  a  difiance,  but  I 
never  met  with  perfons  who  pretended  to  have  fuffered  fiom  thefe 
terrific  obje<^s.  As  to  mad  dogs,  that  have  from  time  to  time 
alarmed  the  country,  I  could  never  find  any  other  real  caufe  fop 
the  panic  they  have  occafioned,  than  fome  miferable  ftarved  dog, 
who,  become  favage  through  hunger  or  pain,  has  fled  from  his? 
inhofpitablfi  home,  or  has  been  driven  from  it  by  blows  or  tor- 
ments, and,  taking  flielter  in  fome  out-houfe,  or  under  the  flraw 
in  a  farm-yard,  is  difcovered,  and  hunted  from  his  concealment  by 
the  brutal  clowns,  who  drive  him  away  with  blows  and  fliouts, 
and  then  wonder  the  miferable  animal  appears  wild  and  diflraded, 
and  fnaps  at  every  one  who  approaches. 

*  As  to  the  marvellous  fiories  of  robberies  and  houfebreakine, 
which  fometimes  run  through  a  country,  I  never,  on  inquiry, 
could  difcover  above  one  of  them  to  be  founded  on  fa6t.  At  this 
difiance  from  London,  fuch  things  very  rarely  happen  ;  and,  alas  ! 
my  dear  children,  it  is  an  improvident  weaknefs  to  exhaufl  our 
fpirits  in  contending  with  imaginary  or  pofTibie  evils,  when  it  is 
but  too  probable  that  the  happiefl  and  mofl  profperous  life  will 
give  to  every  one  fufHcient  exercife  for  their  fortitude. 

'  Even  this  little  alarm  was  a  fpecirnen  of  the  neceflity  of  re- 
flexion, if  we  would  efcape  from  the  miferies  of  unreal  afflictions, 
which,  though  they  cannot  laft  long,  are  too  acute  to  be  borne 
even  a  moment  without  injury.  Without  reflefting,  Caioline  was 
feized  with  immediate  apprehenfion  for  her  father;  I  thought  too 
of  him,  but  I  thought  fi:ill  more  of  my  abfent  boys;  fo  naturally 
\o  the  mother's  feelings  fuperfede  every  other  feeling. 

H  h  4  *  Caroline'^ 
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<  Caroline.  And  do  you  not  think,  aunt,  that  children  love 
their  parents  as  well  as  parents  their  children  ' 

'  Mrs.  IVoodjidd,  Certainly  not-  The  mofl  tenderly  affeftion- 
ate  child  does  not  feel,  for  the  fondeft  parent,  the  fame  degree  of 
afTeclion  as  that  parent  has  felt  for  her.  This  is  fo  ordered  by  na- 
ture, who  fcems  to  have  made  the  love  of  a  mother  for  her  children 
the  ftrongefl  of  all  fenfations. 

*  Carolint.  And  yet,  aunt,  I  think  there  are  addrefies  of  affec- 
tion from  fens  to  their  mothers,  in  one  or  two  poets  that  I  could 
name,  which  do  the  higheft  honour  to  the  filial  tendernefs  of  the  au- 
thors :  I  do  not  recollect  any  in  which  the  parent  addrefTes  the  child. 

'  Mrs.  IFoodjidd.  I  believe,  however,  that  I  can  repeat  two 
little  pieces  of  this  fort ;  one  of  which  you  have  already  feen, 
though  you  have,  perhaps,  forgotten  it :  it  Is  addrefTed  by  a  mother 
to  her  children,  whofe  future  fate,  from  a  long  feries  of  calamitous 
circumftances  in  their  family,  fcemed  to  be  doubtful,  and  too  pro- 
bably unfortunate. 

'sonnet, 

*'  Sighing,  I  fee  yon  little  troop  at  play, 

By  forrow  yet  unliurt,  untouch'd  by  care, 
While  free  and  fportive  they  enjoy  to-day, 

Content,  and  carelefs  of  to-morrow's  fare. 
Ah  !   happy  age !   when  youth's  unclouded  ray 

Lights  their  green  path,  and  prompts  their  fimple  mirth, 
E'er  yet  they  feel  the  thorns  that,  lurking,   lay 

To  wound  the  wretched  pilgrims  of  the  earth. 
Bidding  them  curfe  the  hour  that  gave  them  birth, 

And  threw  ihem  on  a  world  fo  full  of  pain, 
Where  profperous  folly  treads  on  patient  worth. 

And,   to  deaf  pride,  misfortune  pleads  in  vain. 
Oh  !   for  their  future  fate  how  many  fears 
Opprefs  my  heart,  and  fill  mine  eyes  with  tears!" 

*  The  other  piece  of  poetry  was  written  by  a  woman  of  high  ranic 
and  admirable  talents,  who,  without  the  fame  caufes  for  apprehen- 
fion,  contemplated  her  two  Tons,  eagerly  engaged  in  their  infarttine. 
fports,  with  thofe  mingled  emotions  of  delight  and  anxiety,  that  a 
mother  only  can' feel,  and,  as  I  have  heard,  wrote  the  lines  ia 
queftion  with  little  or  no  premeditation  : 

"  Sweet  age  of  blefl  delufion  !   blooming  boys. 
Ah!   revel  long  in  childhood's  thoughtlefs  joys, 
With  light  and- pliant  fpirits,  that  can  ftoop 
To  follow,  fportively,  the  rolling  hoop; 
To  watch  the  fleeping  top  with  gay  delight, 
Or  mark,  with  raptur'd  gaze,  the  fiiiling  kite  ; 

Or, 
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Or,  eagerly  purfuing  pleafure's  call, 

Can  find  it  center 'd  in  the  bounding  ball ! 

Alas !  the  day  will  come,  when  fports  like  thelc 

Muft  lofe  their  magic,  and  their  power  to  pleafe. 

Too  fvviftly  fled,  the  rofy  hours  of  youth, 

Shall  yield  their  fairy-charms  to  mournful  truth ; 

Even  now,  a  mother's  fond  prophetic  fear,  ' 

Sees  the  dark  train  of  human  ills  appear ; 

Views  various  fortune  for  each  lovely  child, 

Storms  for  the  bold,  and  anguifli  for  the  mild; 

Beholds  already,   thofe  expreffive  eyes 

Beam  a  fad  certainty  of  future  fighs  ; 

And  dreads  each  fufFering  thofe  dear  breafts  may  Jcnow^ 

In  their  long  paflage  through  a  world  of  woe;  , 

Perchance  predeftin'd,  every  pang  to  prove. 

That  treacherous  friends  inflift,  or  faithlefs  love; 

For,  ah  !   how  few  have  found  exiftence  fweet 

Where  grief  is  fure,  but  happinefs  deceit !"  Vol.  ii.  p.  i2fj„ 
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POLITICAL. 

T/ie  life  and  Ahitfe  of  Money  ;  being  an  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of 
the  prefait  State  of  Civil  Society.  Wherein  the  Exiftence  of  the 
"National  Debt  is  denied  and  difproved.  The  Second  Edition, 
To  ivhich  is  prefixed,,  a  Dedication  to  Members  of  Parliament  ; 
and  a  Reply  to  the  Analytical  Reviezvers.  By  the  Author  of 
Ejfays   on    Agricidture.      ^vo.      is.  td.      Scott.      1796, 

TN  a  Dedication  to  Members  of  Parliament,  in  which  the  author 
■*•  recommends  a  petition  from  the  people  for  the  difmiffion  of  the 
minifter,  peace  with  the  French  republic,  and  the  removal  of  the 
national  debt,  he  defcribes  the  contents  of  this  work  in  the  follow- 
ing words— 

*  The  chief  fubje^ls  of  this  work  are — the  dirrredes  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  nation — the  national  debt  as  the  caufe  of  thefe  dif- 
trefies — the  author's  propofed  means  of  removing  this  caufe — and 
the  rcafons  upon  v\hich  he  founds  what  he  fays  upon  thefe  fubjti^s : 
in  which  the  etfcfts  of  taxes  and  creations  of  new  money  upon 
labour  are  particularly  pointed  out.'     p.  ix. 

From  his  mode  of  addreffing  the  iegiflature,  we  expeiHied  a  great 
degree  of  freedom  in  the  delivery  of  his  fentiments;  and,  if  he 
aims  not  at  elegance  of  diction,  he  fully  compenlhtes  for  it  bv  his 
fmcerity.  The  ftyle  is  too  inflated  ;  yet  the  truths  conveyed  are  of 
the  utmoft  iniporiance.     One  feldom  attended,  to,  either  by  ;iiiui- 

ilers, 
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fiers,  or  men  filling  the  higher  walks  of  life  in  large  cities,  is,  that 
*  indiiflrv,  the  bodily  labour  of  the  human  being,  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  property.'  That  this  afTertion  Ihould  be'queftioned,  we 
need  not  winder,  on  confidering  by  what  means  very  extenfivc 
property  is  in  different  parts  of  the  world  acquired,  feized,  or  ex- 
changed. Shall  we  allow  the  next  pofitions  of  our-  author  ?  Thefe 
are  his  words — 

'  Two  proportions  written  by  nature,  and  therefore  as  incon- 
trovertible as  any  in  Euclid,  are,  firft,  that  whoever  does  not  la- 
bour for  his  own  living,  let  hiin  poffefs  and  expend  as  much  money 
as  he  may,  is  for  the  common  neccflaries  of  life  only  a  penfioner 
on  the  ipduftry  of  others.  Second,  That  thofe  who  do  labour  for 
their  own  living,  are  originally,  and  by  the  laws  of  nature,  the 
only  independent  people  in  the  world.  Then  here  we  mufl:  again 
^fk,  how  it  is  that  the  mofl  idle,  are  many  of  them  the  richell:  and 
moit  independent,  whilft  the  mod  laborious,  arc  the  pooreft  and 
rnoft  fervile  ?  Thefe  phaenomena,  are  principally  produced  by 
abufing  that  artificial  blelfrng,  money.  By  letting  artifice  triumph 
over,  inftead  of  aiding  nature,'      p.  12. 

We  allow  thefe  portions  to  be  true,  and  are  not,  afraid  of  the 
confequences  j  but  we  are  not  ready  to  admit  with  the  author,  that 
the  abufe  of  money  is  the  chief  thing  which  gives  indolence  the 
preference  to  induftry,  or  that  money  can  make  or  unmake  the 
free  man,  can  give  energy  to  a  people,  or  deftroy  all  its  exertions. 

Money  is  a  fymbol  only  of  property  ;  and  whether  we  ufe  me- 
tal or  paper,  there  is  a  certain  confidence  placed  in  it  by  common 
confent.  The  moment  that  confidence  is  \Vithdrawn,  the  thing 
i]fed,  whether  fhells,  gold,  paper,  or  copper,  fhrinks  into  the  value 
thefe  refpeftive  articles  have,  independently  of  the  former  opinion 
in  their  favour.  By  ufing  paper,  a  great  advantage  is  obtained  by 
fociety  :  but  no  advantage  can  be  gained  entirely  free  from  incon- 
venience. Coin  may  be  forged,  fo  may  notes  of  hand ;  and  de-. 
ception  cannot  be  entirely  guarded  againfl  in  any  inftitution  of  fo- 
ciety :  but  whether  we  inundate  the  kingdom  vvith  gold  or  paper» 
the  prices  of  various  fpecies  of  induftry  will  keep  their  compara- 
tive value,  which  is  founded  on  different  principles.  In  the  mean 
time,  from  the  great  advantage  of  paper  money,  a  new  clafs  in  fo- 
ciety will  be  formed,  of  men,  whofe  induflry  is  employed  in  the 
ne^otiatinn;  of  it:  and  thev  will  have  their  reward.  There  was  a 
time,  when  merely  money-changers  could  gain  a  livelihood,  and 
did  it  to  the  advantage  of  their  neighbours.  That  trade  is  loft 
aiTiong  us,  but  ftill  prevails  in  fome  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  we 
might  as  well  look  upon  the  tables  of  the  money-changers  as  an 
abufe,  as  to  ftigmatife  our  banking  houfe^  vvith  the  reproach,  that 
their  n^onev  does  not  orie;inate  in  induflrv. 

But  cur  author  is  dreadfully  afraid  from  tlie  abufe,  as  he  thinks 

it. 
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it,  of  money  by  the  minifter.      Here,  perhaps,  be  is  not  very  clear 
in  his  ideas.     The  n;inifter  is,  without  doubt,  guilty  of  a  dreadful 
abufe  of  his  truft,  if  he  forges  this  paper  money, — if  he  pretends 
that  paper  drawn  in  England  was  rea'ly  drawn  in  another  place — 
if  he  draws  bills  for  which  he  has  no  authority.     But  if  the  nation 
fan6lions  his  draughtb,  we  do  not  fee  that  there  is  any  abufe  of  monej/^ 
in   his  drawin?  a  bill,  at  fix,  twelve,  or  twenty  months,  anv  more 
than  when  the  fame  thing  is  done  by  a  merchant.     His  draught  re- 
prefents  property,  which  has  a  valueTand  when  this  money  is  fund- 
ed, there  is  a  value  for  it  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
nation  ;  and  the  people  who  lofe  by  it  know  that  when  they  pur- 
chafed  the  note,  they   purchafed  it   upon   very  precarious  terms, 
Whetlier  the  nation  was  wife  in  allowing  its  fervants  to  have  fuch 
an  extenfive  credit,  is  another  queftion,  on  which   we  might  feel, 
more  inchned  to  acquiefce  in  our  author's  fentiments.     If  the  na- 
tion runs  in  debt,  the  burden   muft  fall  upon  the  laborious  part  of 
fociety  ;  for  there  are   no  other  perfons  to  pay  it  :  and  if  their  in- 
duftry  or  numbers  do  not  increafe  under  the  increafe  of  taxes,  the 
nation  muft  gradually  fink  under  its  incumbrances. 

The  confequences  of  the  debt  are  well  ftated  by  the  author.  By 
allowing  the  minifter  the  ufe  of  fuch  immenfe  property  as  is  an- 
nually trufred  in,  his  hands,  a  degree  of  influence  is  created,  which, 
muft  infallibly  be  paramount,  for  a  confiderable  time,  to  any  oppoli- 
tion  arifing  either  from  the  moft  laudable  or  unworthy  motives^ 
We  do  not  term  this  an  abufe  of  money,  but  a  want  of  forefight 
in  the  nation   which  puts  itfelf  into  fo  dangerous  a  fituation. 

Again,  we  cannot  call  the  debt  of  the  nation  mere  fcraps  of  pa- 
per, though  we  might  have  fome  fcruples  on  the  juftice  o'i  its  being 
contrafted,  and  the  propriety  of  its  being  ever  paid.  The  perfons 
who  fubfcribe  to  a  loan,  fubfcribe  either  the  produce  of  their  own 
induftry,  or  that  of  their  fathers ;  and  the  ramifications  of  a  loau 
circulate  very  widely  :  but  whether  a  nation  can  mortgage  the  pro- 
perty of  pofterity,  is  a  queftion  which  we  fliail  not  attempt  to  de- 
termine. We  fliall  now  leave  our  readers  to  receive  the  author's 
propofitions  in  his  own  words,  prefacing  that  lo  neither  of  them 
can  we  give  unlimited  afTent — 

'  Perhaps  the  reader's  mind  is  by  this  time  prepared  to  receive, 
as  general  truths,  the  two  following  propofitions  :  firft,  that  the 
national  debt  never  can  be  paid.  Second,  that  it  never  ou^ht  to 
be  paid.  But  thefe,  like  moft  other  general  truths,  are  not  with- 
out exceptions. 

'  How  are  thofe  little  annuitants,  who  live  entirely  upon  the  in- 
tereft  of  their  capital,  which  is  funk  in  the  funds  (a  very  proper 
exprefTion)  to  be  provided  for  ?  Thefe  ought  not  to  fiarve.  What 
a  villainous  fyftem  this  is  !  which  is  fo  artfully  contrived  that  in- 
juftice  muft  be  the  confcquence  of  either  perfevering  or  relinquifli- 
ing  it !  But  in  order  to  come  as  near  ftrifl  juftice  between  the  debt- 
7  cr 
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or  and  creditor  ns  poflible,  let  every  debt  whofe  annuity  on  the 
firft  day  of  January,  1796,  aiDOiinted  to  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  remain  as  a  debt  upon  tlie  public,  and  the  intereft 
of  it  be  regularly  paid,  or  elfe  let  the  capital  be  paid  off.  This, 
except  in  particular  inllance?,  would  fecure  every  perfon  dependent 
upon  the  funds  a  comfortable,  though  not  a  luxurious  living.  Let 
a  committee  be  appointed  bv  government  to  examine  into,  and, 
•under  their  controul,  to  redrefs  particular  cafes  of  hardfliip.  Then 
fet  at  liberty  from  its  villainous  oppreflions,  labourers,  and  all  thofe 
in  the  lower  and  middle  ftages  of  fociety,  that  is,  the  majority  of 
the  nation — I  fny  fct  all  thele  at  liberty  from  the  cruel,  vile,  and 
deftruftive  confequences  of  the  national  debt,  by  declaring  all  the 
reft  of  it  utterly  null  and  void.  And  after  this  is  done,  let  the  in- 
juries which  have  already  been  the  confcquence  of  this  debt,  of 
this  moft  fhameful  and  villainous  abufe  of  money,  though  not 
forgot,  yet  let  them  be  forgiven,  and  the  breaches  in  a  friendly  and 
peaceable  way  made  up.-— This  would  redound  to  the  intereft  and 
credit,  as  well  as  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  fufFerers ;  and  thefe 
are,  both  in  number  and  value,  the  niajority  of  the  nation,  which, 
jn  faft,  is  the  nation  itfelf.'     p.  46. 

On  the  Expediency  of  Altering  and  Amending  the  Regulations,  re- 
commended by  Farlia)nent  for  reducing  the  high  Price  of  Corn  : 
and  of  extending  the  Bounty  on  the  Importation  of  Wheat  to  other 
Articles  of  Provifon.  By  the  Rev.  Henry  Gahell.  8^'o.  is, 
Cadell  and  Davles.      1 796. 

To  trace  to  their  fource  the  evils  which  have  menaced  this  coun- 
try with  the  approach  of  famine,  and  to  fuggeft  remedies  of  a  kind 
the  leaft  likely  to  elude  the  utility  of  practice,  is  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance to  the  community,  and  will  not  fail  to  do  honour  to  the 
philanthropic  individual  by  whom  the  talk  is  undertaken.  The 
author  of  this  pamphlet  wr.ll  deferves  the  thanks  of  his  country- 
men for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated  fo  interefting  a  lubjeit. 
The  engagements  that  were  entered  into  fome  months  fince  by 
many  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune,  for  the  purpofe  of  diminiftiing 
the  conl'umption  of  whcaten  flour  and  bread  in  their  families,  are 
pronounced  by  Mr.  Gabell  to  be  very  inefficient  to  the  defired  eiid 
of  enabling  the  poor  to  obtain  a  larger  portion  of  neceflary  food. 

We  think  that  Mr.  Gabell's  arguments  have  the  merit  of  truth 
nnd  ingenuity;  and  we  agree  with  his  remarks  in  a  fubfequcnt 
paflage — 

'  The  extraordinary  demand  in  our  markets  for  potatoes  can  be 
fupplicd  only  by  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  the  northern  coun- 
ties of  England  ;  and  thus  from  the  Irifli,  VS^clch,  or  Scottifli  pea- 
fantry,  from  the  poor  of  tb&  poorctl:  diftricts,  you  take  their  chief 
or  only  means  of  life  aiicTt'iiftenance,  in  order  to  iupply  the  poor  of 
the  wealthier  provinces  with  an  article,  which,  to  perfons  in  a  ftate 
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of  want,  is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  a  luxury ;  for  the  money 
which  will  purcbafe  a  loal  of  wheaten  bread  will  purchafe  a  gicaier 
quantity  of  other  coarfer  eatables ;  whereas  the  potatoe  is  the  laft 
and  cheapeft  food,  beyond  which  the  poor  man  has  no  refort.' 
p.  33. 

We  acknowledge,  with  our  author,  the  little  probability  that  any 
will  voluntarily  fubmit  to  a  diminution  of  their  ufual  quantity  of 
food  from  motives  of  patriotifm, — and  that,  befides  many  genei'al 
difficulties  to  the  propagation  of  fuch  fclf-denial, 

*  There  are  others  pecwliar  to  fuch  mafters  of  families,  as  may 
wi{h  to  recommend  this  forbearance  to  the  practice  of  their  domef- 
tics  ;  that  the  latter  will  be  apt  to  impute  his  pureft  intentions  ta 
fordid  motives  of  parfimony.'     i'.  38. 

Our  author  concludes  v.'ith  earncflly  recommending  to  the  go- 
vernment to  encourage,  by  a  handfome  bounty,  the  importatioii, 
not  only  of  wheat,  but  of  other  fpecies  of  grain  and  provifion. 

In  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  country  with  refpeft  to  fupply,  this 
advice  has  confiderable  weight;  and  we  hope  that  in  future  a  more 
vigilant  and  early  attention  will  be  paid  by  the  ruling  powers  to  the 
means  of  our  domeftic  fubliftence. 

An  Appeal  to    Popular   Opinion^  againft  Kidnapphig  and  Murder  ; 

includ'mg  a  Narrative   of  the  late  atrocious  Proceedings  at    Yar' 

mouth  ;  iiiith  the  Statements,  Handbills,  fc'r.  pro   and  con.      By 

John  Thekvall.     ^vo.      is.     Jordan.      1796. 

This  narrative  relates  to  a  very  difgraceful  riot.  It  appears, 
tliat  while  Mr.  Thelwall  was  giving  one  of  his  leftures  at  Yar- 
mouth, a  band  of  failors,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  ninety,  armed 
with  cutirfllb,  bludgeons,  and  other  weapons,  knocked  down  the 
door-keeper,  burft  into  the  room,  in  which  were  two  hundred 
perfons  of  both  fexes,  and  cut,  beat  down,  and  maimed  between 
twenty  and  thirty  of  them,  fome  very  dangeroufly.  On  their  en- 
trance, they  extinguifhed  the  lights,  that  (as  it  is  exprefled  by  the 
author)  '  neither  the  foftnefs  of  lex,  the  feeblenefs  of  age,  nor  the 
innocence  of  childhood,  might  check  their  ferocity.'  Their  prin- 
cipal objeft  was  to  feize  the  lefturer,  and  convey  him  on  board  of 
fliip,  perhaps  to  murder  him  ;  for  it  is  not  uncharitable  to  furmile 
as  much  from  men  inflamed  with  liquor,  and  capable  of  wounding 
harmlefs  and  defencelefs  perfons.  Thefe  ruffians,  we  are  told,  were 
fet  on  by  an  officer  of  the  navy,  whole  name  is  mentioned  here, 
and  confifted  partly  of  his  crew,  and  partly  of  the  crews  of  other 
fliips  lying  off  Yarmouth.  The  lecturer,  with  fome  difficulty,  was 
refcued. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  this  abominable  affair,  which  is  detailed  at 
full  length  in  the  pamphlet.  If  occafionally  the  writer  betrays 
warmth  of  temper  in  his  Appeal,  it  may  be  excufed  on  fuch 
an  occafion.     We  cannot  conceive  it  poffible  for  any  man  to  fpeak 

coolly 
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coolly  of  a  tranfa6lion  which  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  all  focial  order 
and  fecurity,  and  which  will  be  felt  the  n^.ore  keenly,  as  it  involves 
the  ch;u"i6ter  ot  a  clafs  of  men  noted  for  gallantry  and  humanity. 
Never  indeed  was  the  name  of  Britifti  failor  more  difgraced.  If 
Mr.  Thelwall  was  committing  an  illegal  aftion,  the  civil  magi- 
.firate  might  and  ought  to  have  proceeded  againft  him.  But  he 
was  not  moleftf  d  by  the  magjftracy  ;  and  he  was  countenanced  by 
.  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  In  the  mean  while,  a  party  of 
failors  are  fo  far  deluded  by  their  officer,  as  to  break  in  upon  the 
aliembly,  and  in  the  mofl:  cowardly  manner  attack  the  unarmed, 
ihe  heiplefs,  and  the  feeble.  Every  man  concerned  in  this  tran- 
fa(fHon  is  intfrefted  to  wipe  off  fo  foul  a  fligma,  by  promoting 
the  ends"  of  public  juftice ;  and,  without  any  partial  bias  to  Mr. 
Thelwall,  but  as  Englifhmen,  we  are  happy  to  find  that  the  matter 
is  now  put  into  a  train  of  legal  inveftigation,  where,  for  the  pre- 
fenf,  it  will  be  proper  to  leave  it. 

A  Plan  for  the  Payment  of  ihe  National  Delt^  an  J  the  ReJu^lov  of 
Taxes    Tivo    Millions  per   Annum.     By    IVilliam    JV^ood.       ^to- 
3/.  (>(L  fewed.     Seeley.      1796. 

For  three  fliiiiings  and  fixpence  the  government  of  this  country 
may  buy  thirty-five  quarto  pa^es  of  inftruction,  bv  follovvincf 
whjch,  in  the  courfe  of  thirty  years,  three  hundred  ipillions  of  the 
debt  may  be  paid  off,  without  any  additional  burthen  on  the  fub- 
jeft  !  How  inconfiderate  a  nation  then  muft  we  be,  to  mind  a  lit- 
tle trifling  war,  which  adds  a  hundred  millions  to  the  debt,  when  it 
Tnay  be  fo  eafily  paid  off! — v.'hen  not  fo  much  is  necelfary  as  to  go 
iind  wafti  in  the  river  Jordan  !  for  our  writer  tells  us — 

*•  What  was  faid  upon  another  occafion,  may  with  propriety  be 
repeated  here  :— "  My  father  !  had  the  prophet  bid  thee  do  fome 
great  thing,  would 'ft  thou  not  have  done  it  r  How  much  more, 
when  he  only  bids  thee  wafh  and  be  clean  !"    p.  7. 

Nothing  can  be  eafier,  except  what  we  lliall  propofe  by  way  of 
improvement  on  our  author,  who  recommends  that  government 
*  fliould  iffue  bills  under  the  fancftion  and  authority  of  parliament,' 
payable  at  diftant  periods  within  the  thirty  years,  v.-hen  there  are 
funds  fufficient  for  their  difcharge ;'  not  to  bear  intcreft  from  go- 
vernment, but  '  to  be  conftituted  a  lawful  tender  in  all  money 
tranfaftions.'  Now  this  is  tolerably  eafy :  but,  if  we  are  to  force 
people  to  take  this  paper  money,  why,  inftead  of  redeeming  it  at 
the  end  of  thirty  years,  iliould  we  not  poftpone  the  redemption  to 
the  end  of  three  thoufand  years  ?  It  may  equally  be  made  a  lawful 
tender;  and  the  government  of  a  country  would  ftand  impeached 
only  of  grand  inftead  of  petit  larceny.  Let  the  author  afk  himfelf, 
how  he  fnould  choofe  to  have  his  own  debts  paid  in  this  manner. 
■ — Such  trafli  might  have  been  fold  for  lefs  than  three  and  fixpence. 

The 
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The  Conjlltutmial  Defetice  of  England.,  Internal  and  External.     By 
John  Cart'voright^  Efq,     2vo,      3J-.     Johnfon.      1796. 

Major  Cartwrlght  has  been  celebrated  many  years  for  his  indefa- 
rigable  labours  in  the  caufe  of  public  freedom ;  and  though,  fronn 
his  period  of  life,  and  the  unpromifing  afped  of  national  affairs,  he 
may  not  probably  attain  the  completion  of  his  wiflies,  he  omits  no 
opportunity  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  people  to  a  parliamentary 
reform,  as  the  cure,  of  all  our  difallers.  This  is  a  fu bje£l  upon 
which  he,  as  well  as  others,  have  written  fo  much,  that  it  were, 
perhaps,  unreafonable  to  expert  any  novelty  of  argument :  but'ihe 
abettors  of  the  prefent  order  of  things  having  taken  new  ground, 
■ — that  is,  having  boldly  and  openly  juflified  the  exiftence,  and  even 
the  neceffity  of  continuing  ahufcs^  feme  frefh  fcope  feems  to 
be  given  to  writers  on  the  other  fide.  Accordingly,  our  author  ex- 
changes fears  with  ins  antagcnifts,  and  becoming  an  alai?nlfc^  ex- 
preHes  well-founded  apprehenfions  for  the  conftitution,  which  he 
fees  the  minlfter  and  borough-mongers  are  altering  piece- meal  from 
limited  to  abfolute  monarchy.  Taking  a  view  of  the  prefent  ftate 
of  reprefentation,  he  expofes  its  defefls,  and  points  out  the  con/e- 
quences  which  have  attended  them,  particularly  m  the  origin  and 
promotion  of  the  three  laft  wars,  and  the  enormous  mafs  of  debt 
vvhich  they  have  left  or  are  likely  to  leave  behind  them.  The 
i\ibje£ts  which  more  particularly  flrike  him  as  important  in  this  in- 
quiry, are  the  interference  of  peers  in  elcclions  of  perfons  to  ferve 
in  parliament, — the  total  negleft  of  the  complaints  and  renH-)nftrances 
of  the  people, —  theprevalence  of  univerfal  corruption, — and  the  ty- 
rannical and  defperate  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  crufli  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs.  All  thefe  he  elucidates  by  appofire  references 
to  facts,  and  by  appeals  to  experience  and  common  fenfe. 

The  chief  points  infilled  on  were  intended  to  have  been  f}3oken. 
pn  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  on  the 
45th  of  May  laft ;  but  the  author  was  prevented  by  certain  circum- 
ftances  from  delivering  his  opinions  in  that  mianner ;  and  re-fle<Sing 
that  what  he  had  to  fay,  although  ftricliy  applicable  to  the  bufineft 
of  tl^e  day,  might  not  be  ufelefs,  even  after  the  ele<ftion, — he  has 
fince  endeavoured  to  render  his  fpeech  not  unworthy  of  perufol  in 
print.  In  our  opinion,  however,  its  original  form  of  a  fpeech, 
jTuch,  in  point  of  length,  as  would  have  commanded  the  attention 
of  the  freeholders,  would  have  been  preferable  to  the  prefent, 
which  is  extended  by  digreffions  and  repetitions  to  a  fize,  and  con- 
fequently  a  price,  which  prevent  its  circulation  among  thofe  clafles, 
xvhofe  attention  the  author  willies  to  roufe,  and  whole  opinions  he 
W'iflies  to  direft.  However  natural  prolixity  may  be  to  an  author 
who  writes  on  his  favourite  fubjeft,  it  is  not  prudent  to  overlook 
the  moil  impcrcant  object,  ujtfulnefs^  and  to  forget  that  a  truth  does 
not  become  more  convincing  from  being  otten  repeated,  although 
it  nuy  be  more  ftriking  from  being  placed  in  a  new  point  of  view. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  remarks  npply  to  major  Cartwright's  Commoniveallli  in  Dati-' 
^cr,  as  well  as  to  the  prefent  publicatron,  and  will  not,  we  are  af- 
fured,  be  taken  amiis  by  a  writer,  whole  objed  is  to  do  good, — who 
has  evinced  his  fincerity  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  by  preferving  his 
principles  at  the  expenle  of  his  interelt, — and  who  is  one  of  the  few 
tliat  '  dare  be  honell  in  the  worft  of  times.' 

jin  Epitomt!  of  the  Stocks  and  Publich  Funds,  &c.  To  '•j.;hich  i>  an- 
nexed, a  copious  Equation  Tabicy  iiSc.  ^c.  Bjt  T.  Fortune. 
\2?no.      is.   6d.     Boofey.      1796. 

A  very  ufefvil  little  work — giving  a  Concife  account  of  the  flocks* 
and  fuflicient  information  for  every  perfon  concerned  ia  the  buying 
or  felling  of  them.  We  agree  with  our  author  in  approving  the 
prefent  mode  of  tranfafting  this  bufinefs  by  brokers,  and  in  dif^ 
couraging  peribns  from  undertaking  that  office  for  tliemfelves,  ua- 
lefs  their  acquaintance  on  the  ftock  exchange  is  very  extenfive. 
We  regret,  however,  that  a  book  of  this  fort  fliould  be  of  fiich 
public  utility  ;  and  confequently,  that  a  vafl  number  of  people 
muft  be  employed  in  mere  gambling :  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
the  transferring  of  fo  much  time,  talents,  and  capital,  to  ftock- 
jobbing  tranfaftions,  muft  be  as  hurtful  to  fociety,  as  the  wafling 
of  the  fame  time,  talents,  and  capital,  at  the  card  table.  But 
the  auri  facrafames  fwallows  up  every  other  confideration  ;  and 
the  honourable  character  of  the  merchant  is  linking  very  faft  iiito 
that  of  a  contemptible  gambler. 

An  HiJloYical  EJfay  on  the  Ambition   and  ConqueJIs  of  France,  ivit/i 
,   fame    Remarks  on   the   French    Revolution,  (S!c.    ^c.      ^vo.      6j, 
Boards.     Debrett.      1 796. 

This  publication  can  only  be  ccnfidered  as  a  political  pamphlet, 
written  for  fome  party  purpofe  :  and  we  cannot  approve  of  its  ten- 
dency and  defign,  which  is  to  awaken  diftruft  and  jealoufy,  and  to 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England  againft  the  French  na- 
tion, while  our  government  is  negotiating  for  peace.  It  mufl» 
however,  be  obferved,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  objecEl  of  the 
writer,  it  is  iitipoffible  that  this  publication  (liould  make  any  impref- 
fiun  on  the  minds  of  well-informed  peribns.  The  writer,  or  rather 
compiler,  is  io  completely  ignorant  of  the  recent  hiftory  of  France, 
that  there  is  fcarcely  a  fingle  topic  on  which  he  is  corred.  He  at- 
tributes, for  inftanee,  the  great  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms  to  the 
effeds  of  the  fyftem  of  terror ;  whereas  it  is  well  known  that  their 
inoft  brilliant  achievements  were  fubfequent  to  the  fall  of  Robef- 
pierre.  '  The  neiv  convention,  he  obferves,  begun  its  reign  by 
irrevocably  decreeing  the  re-union  of  Bclgia  and  Liege.'  In  the 
firft  place  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  new  convention  ;  and  it  was  in 
fa6t  the  eld  convention  (if  he  chufes  to  call  the  two  alTemblies  by 
that  name)  that  decreed  the  union  of  Beldam  and  Lieg-e,  and  has 
inferted  thofe  provinces,  as  integrant  parts  of  France,  in  the  confti- 

tutionai 
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t>,tional  3(51: ;  though  we  apprehend  it  is  a  miftake  to  affirm  that  the 
union  is  irrtrjocabk. 

Rights  and  Remedies.  Or  the  Theory  and  Pra^llce  of  true  Politics, 
H^ith  a  Kieiu  of  the-  tremendous  Evils  prohahle  to  eufue  upon  the 
Continuance  of  the  prefent  imnecejpzry  and  fruitlefs  IVar  ;  and  a 
Propofal  of  immediate  Peace.  By  One  of  the  neiv  'Se^  of  Mora- 
lifis.      Parts  li  atid  II.      %vo.      Js.      Sevjed.     Crolby.      I79S« 

The  author  is  one  cf  the  new  feA  of  moralifts,  and  his -faith  is 
given  iri  few  v/ords — 

'  My  divine  revelation  is,  "  do  as  you  wou'd  be  done  unto,  love, 
cherifh,  and  affift  your  fellow  men,  and  fncw  a  tender  compaffiou 
t;o  all  brute  animals."     And  if  this  faith  (in  the  profeffion  of  which 

I  have  developed  my  inmofi:  foul)  will  not  fave  me,  I'll „ 

It  is  a  thing  determined  upon.'     Part  ii.  p.  2.45, 

On  the  (lave -trade  our  new  moralift  is  very  properly  fevere  ;  and 
we  of  the  old  fchool  of  morality  join  mcft  heartily  with  him  in 
rtprobating  this  r^nfan'ious  traffic.  Ho>,V  a  man  can  carry  it  on,  or 
vindicate  it  in  any  (hape  whatever  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, is  to  us  aftonifhing;  and  in  our  opinion  the  tyranny  of  Ro- 
befpierre  is  as  juftifiable  as  the  continuance  of  the  fiave  trade  ;  or 
rather  the  latter  is  a  hitrher  crime  in  any  nation  againil  God  and 
fnan  than  the  former. 

We  might  proceed  to  fliow  the  moralift  of  the  new  fchool,  that 
rtiany  other  prrnflices,  condemned  by  him  in  this  work,  are  not 
lefs  ib  by  the  old  moralifts,  and  that  true  chriflianity  is  as  much  of 
more  the  patron  of  the  rights  of  man,  tii'an  any  iyftem  which  he 
can  now  lay  down. 

y4  plain  Tale  for  the  new  Parliament  ;  or  a  Sketch  of  the  Hijlory  of 
England^  from  the  Chfe  of  the  Campaign  i?i  1 794,  to  the  prefent 
Time.      By  the  Author  of  "  Letters  to  the  King  under  the  Signa- 

»•     twre  of  Junius.''''     ^vo.     2s.  6d.     Chapman.      1796. 

This  fketch,'  though  fhort,  is'  penned  with  confiderable  ability- 
The  author  advances  nothing  new,  and  his  chief  fources  are  the 
parliamentary  debates  ;  yet  he  condufts  a  train  of  argument  againlt 
fhe  meafures  of  the  adminiftration  and  the  tranfaftims  of  the  war, 
in  an  even  and  not  unfkilful  manner.  The  concluding  lines  may 
ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  ^yle — 

*  The  protuberances  of  parliamentary  gi'ilt  are  the  chief  objects 
on  which  the  writer  now  vviffies  to  fix  the  attention  of  his  fellow 
fubjetfts.  Animated  by  the  warmeft  zeal  for  bis  king,  for  his  coun- 
try, and  for  public  juftice,  he  would  willingly  hang  up  the  memory 
6f  the  late  houfe  of  commons  on  the  gibbet  of  eternal  infamy  : 
and  he  thought  he  could  not  more  effeftuaily  accompllHi  that  end 
t:ian  by  a  fair  and  forcible  report  of  their  o'.vn  proceedings,' 

Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XVIII.  Dic  1796.  Ii  TiiU,- 
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This  however,  is  not  precvfely  the  language  of  Junius,  whofe 
fignature  th?  author  has  adopted.     Ex  quovis  ligiio,  Sec. 

Ob/ervations  oii  thi  Mode  propofed  by  the  Ne-tv  Arrange>nent  for  the 
D'ljiyihution  of  the  Off-reckoning  Fund  of  the  fever al  Prefidencies 
in  India  :  together  rjith  a  nezu  Plan  for  its  Drjirihution^  origi- 
nally fubmiftrd  io  the  Reprefcutaiive  Committee  of  Eafi- India  Of~- 
ficers.)  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richard  Scott.  Alfo  a  reccmmenda^ 
tory  Addrefs^   by  Major  John    Taylor.      \to.    6d.   Debrett.     1796. 

The  policy  of  the  Eaft  India  conspany  is,  to  retain  in  the  minds 
of  its.  fervants  a  predileftion  for  their  native  country  :  for  if  it  were 
removed,  it  is  not  likelv  that  India  would  remain  long  dependent  on 
the  traders  of  Leaden hali-ftreet.  This  fyftem,  as  well  as  the  whole 
of  the  fyfterri  of  plunder  and  rapacity  by  which  a  fet  of  merchants, 
abufina  the  confidenf;e  of  the  natives,  erefted  themfeh'es  into  lords 
of  a  fertile  countrv,  muft  neceffarilv  be  attended  with  inconvenien- 
ces.  The  feniors  in  the  army  look  for  their  rewards  at  home  : 
they  come  here  to-  enjoy  their  rank  aiKi  perquifites ;  and  confequent- 
ly  the  juniors  have  very  little  profpedl  of  riiing,  when  they  arrive 
at  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  To  remedy  this,  a  mode  is  fug- 
gefted  to  improve  the  fituation  of  the  latter,  which  deferves  to  be 
invefligated  by  the  monopoHfts  of  India.  But  we  muft  fay,  that, 
when  men  leave  the  fervice  of  their  country  to  fight  under  mer- 
cantile banners,  they  have  little  reafon  to  complain,  if  their  path  to 
wealth-is  in  a  few  places  retarded  by  obftacles. 

The  Cornfpondence  of  the  Rev.  C.  Ifyvill  ivith  the  Right  Honourable 
Williani  Pitt.  Publijhed  by  Mr.  Hyvill.  Part  I.  ^vo.  is. 
Johnfon.      1796. 

ToTo  ftrenuousand  confiftent  an  advocate  for  parliamentary  reform 
as  Mr.  Wyvill,  the  defe6lion  of  Mr.  Pitt  muft  occafionno  little  unea- 
flnefs,  and  perhaps  feme  degreeof  indignation.  More  from  the  conver- 
fations  than  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Pitt  (which  are  merely  notes), 
we  learn,  that  he  was  once  a  zealous  friend  to  a  reform  in  the  com.- 
mons  houfe  of  parliament,  and  that  he  co-operated  both  with  the 
private  and  public  friends  of  this  meafure,  declaring  that  he  would 
fupport  it,  and  evert  his  whole  power  and  credit  as  a  man  and  as  a 
minifter,  honeftiy  and  boldly,  to  carry  fuch  a  meliorated  fyftem  oF 
rpprefentation,  as  may  place  the  conftitution  on  a  footing  of  per- 
manent fecurity-.  It  is  notorious  that  he  has  abandoned  thofe  pro- 
feffions,  and  that  the  guilt  of  his  apollafy  has  been  aggravated  by 
his  countenancing  every  meafure  and  popular  prejudice  calculated 
to  bring  the  coniiftent  friends  of  reform  into  difrepute,  and  even 
perional  danger.  The  public  at  large  will  feel  in  one  manner  upon 
this  fubjet^  :  hut  to  the  feelings  Mr.  Wyvill  has  in  common  with 
them,  is  no  doubt  added  the  more  unpleafing  fenGition  which  arifes 
from  being  deceived  by  thofe  on  whom  we  placed  confidence. 
Th?  greater  part,  therefore,  of  this  pamphlet,  confifts  of  *  the  cafe 
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6f  Mr.  Wy  vill  refpe6\ing  Mr.  Pitt,  and  his  paper,  entituled,  Heads 
of  a  Bill,  or  Bills,  for  amending  the  Reprefentation.'  In  this  he 
icrutinifes  the  minifter's  condu6t  with  great  ficedom,  and  in  a  ftylei 
of  indignation,  which,  in  his  circumftances,  it  would  not  be  eafy 
to  reprefs.  As  the  fubjeft,  however,  is  at  reft  for  the  prefent,  we 
ihall  only  notice,  rhat  iVIr,  Wyvili  announces  a  fecond  part,  con- 
taining the  bill  or  bills  propofed  for  amending  the  reprefentation^ 
and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pitt,  inclofing  a  iketch  of  a  preamble  to  the 
bill.  Thefe  documents  will  be  valuable,  when  the  fubje6l  cf  par- 
liamentary reforrp  comes  again  to  be  agitated. 

Conjiderations  on  the  Suhjeil  of  Poor-Houfes  and  JVork-Houfes^  their 
pertficious  Tendency,  and  their  ObJiruSlion  to  the  propofed  Plan/or 
Amendment  of  the  Poor  Laivs ;  in  a  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  IV^ 
Pitt^  from  Sir  TFiUia>n  Young,  Bart.  F.  R.  S.  Sx/o.  is.  bd. 
Stockdale.      1796. 

It  gives  U3  pleafure  to  find  men  of  rank,  influence,  and  talents,, 
engaged  on  the  fide  of  the  poor  and  friendlefs :  and  among  thofe 
w'ho  have  generoufly  volunteered  in  this  fervice,  no  one  perhaps 
deferves  more  attention  than  the  writer  of  this  letter,  who  has  long 
direded  his  thoughts  to  improve  the  flate  of  the  poor.  His  motives^ 
we  doubt  not,  are  pure  ;  and  the  views  he  takes  of  the  fubjecfl  are  fuch 
as  befpeak  a  mind  replete  with  enlightened  and  liberal  policy.  After 
complimenting  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  fpetxh  be  made  laft  year  refpec>ing 
the  llate  of  the  poor,  and  commen'tipg  with  feverity  and  equal  truth' 
on  the  practice  of  farming  the  poor,  and  eftablifliing  '  guiltlefs 
gaols/  he  examines  fome  afts  of  parliament  for  erecting  poor- 
houfes;  one  of  which,  with  his  reflexions  on  it,  we  fliall  lay  befoie 
our  readers. 

It  is  the  Bedford.  Afl",  34  Geo.  III.  cap.  98.  (In  the  Tewkei^ 
bury  and  others,  there  is  a  fimilar  claufe) 

Jn  this  it  is  enafted,  boldlv  and  roundlv — 

*'  That  all  who  may  be  deemed  to  be  in  vvant,  wliether  they 
apply  for  rehef  or  not,  fhall  be  apprehended  and  conveyed  to  the 
work-houfe :"  and  in  all  it  is  enaftcd,  "  that  for  the  better  appre- 
hending and  difcovery  of  all  fuch  poor,  as  fhall  at  any  time  wander, 
beg,  or  feek  relief,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  fuch  perfons  as  the  direc- 
tors fiiall  appoint,  to  enter  in  the  day-tioie  into  any  houfe  or  other 
building,  where  fuch  poor  fliall  dwell,  or  be  known  to  lodge  or 
refide,  and  to  examine,  fearch,  and  fee  whether  any  fuch  poor  are 
in  want,  and  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  him,  her,-  or  them  fo  found, 
apprehend  and  convey  forthwith  to  the  houfe  of  ii>dufti7."  You'll 
obferve  that  this  daufe  feis  out  on  pretence  of  merely  following  up 
the  vagrant  afls,  but  quickly  by  a  iide  wind  veers  about,  extends 
its  purview,  and  with  the  disjundive  "  Or"  proceeds  to  appre- 
hend and  confine,  all  who  may  be  deemed  to  be  in  want,  together 
with  ali  who  may  have  applied  for  the  difpenfations  of  benevolence, 

I  i  a-  whiela 
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wliich  a  particular  fcaicity  may  render,  as  it  has  done,  fo  general 
■4nd  fo  neceilary  in  this  country.  This  claufe  is  common  to  houfes? 
of  iiiduftry,  but  the  hundred  houfes  of  Suffolk  and  Shropfiiire  do 
not  veil  in  the  direftors  the  extraordinary  powers  of  adjudicating  and 
inflifting  punifliment.  given  to  the  guardians  of  work-houfes  in  fie- 
neral.  The  hundred -houfes  are  equally  objcftionable,  as  places  of 
confinement  for  all  v/hofe  means  may  not  be  wholly  competent  to 
maintai;i  their  families ;  and  as  putting  tht-  worthlefs  and  the  aoody 
the  idle  and  the  induftrious  on  one  level;  and  for  many  other  rea- 
fons  ftated'  in  the  courfe  of  this  letter.  But  their  internal  regulations 
are  more  liuifiant;  and  confonant  to  our  ancient  laws,-  and  thus 
prove  that  thofc  violent  outrages  on  the  fyftem  of  Britifli  adminiflra- 
tion  of  jultice  ar«  not  ntceilary  to  work-houfes.  But  for  work-houfes 
they  are  generally,  enabled,  and  the  whole  mafs  of  labourers  and  arti- 
fans,  of  any  diftrift  for  whicli  the  work-houfe  ftatute  is  provided, 
are  fubjec^ed  to  this  code  of  defpotifm.  Were  the  mofl  inquifitive 
rtatefman  to  travel  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Gambia,  he  could  not 
coUecft  a  more  coihpiete  cafe  of  defpotifm  ! — The  fame  perfon,  iii 
quality  of  director,  is  the  party  offended^ — is  to  judge  of  the  h6\: — - 
is  to  decide  on  the  extent  of  the  offence — is  to  pafs  the  fentence— * 
is  to  inflift  the  punifliment — corporal  or  other  punifliment,  without 
definition,  or  limit£(tion  :  and  you'll  remark,  that  accufation,  trial', 
fentence,  and  execuCiort,' pafs  all  in  fecret !  Should  fueh  laws  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  onr  ftatute  book  ?  vShould  fuch  powers  be 
Vefted  in  any  man,  or  fet  of  men  ?  Let  me  not  be  told  of  character 
and  cbnducSt :  the  difcretibn  is'not  belonging  to,  or  fit  for  a  place 
in,  the  Britifli  fyflem  of 'legiflation.  I  fliould  be  afliamed  to  think 
it  neceffary'to  write  "one  line  more  on  this  fubje^V,  in  the  Engliflj 
language. "^     v.  2(j, 

Sir  William's  remedy  for  thefe  evils  is,  to  ered  every  fuperflruc- 
ture  on  the  known  bafis  of  tl:e  43d  of  Elizabeth,  the  fpirit  of 
which  tenders  means  of  fuftenance  to  the  induflrious,  and  draws  a 
line  between  them  nnd  thofe  who  are  fjothfully  and  wilfully  out  of 
employ  ;  to  confider  the  population  of  the  country  as  the  riches  of 
the  ftate  ;  to  regard  all  manufacture,  commerce,  and  revenue,  as 
originating  from,  and  dependent  on  the  lituation  and  charafter  of 
"o"u'  people;  to  meHorate  that  fltuation,  in  order  to  elevate  that  cha- 
racter; to  promote  the  free  exertion  of  induftry,  by  taking  off  all 
trammels  oa  rhofe  who-  exert  it ;  to  look  for  the  abatement  of  poor- 
rates  only  in  the  increafe  of  induflry,  andincr.eafeofindulfry  rather 
from  incitement  than  trom  correction;  to  referve  penalty  as  an  ex- 
ception, and  take  encouragemerit  as  a  principle;  to  revive  the  fenfe 
of  infamy  on  the  badge  of  idienefs  enacted  by  the  laws  of  WiUiara 
and  Mary,  by  attaching  gpod  fame  with  recompenfe  to  industry 
i-n  diftrefb. 

Thefe  propofitions  we  think  arc  fair  :  at  leaft  they  are  founded 
on'a  juCt  and  liberal  lenfc  of  the  value  of  the  lower  orders  to  the 
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charafter  and  well-being  of  focJety.  Some  extracts  are  given  fjTom 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Towodiend  and  Mr.  Howlett,  ta  proye  the  in- 
efficacy  of  the  pi;efent  fysiem  of  work-houfes  to  produce  the  good 
expefted.  In  various  inflances,  the  ratec,  upon  the  firft  opening 
of  the  poor-houfes,  fell  to  nearly  one  half,  but  rapidly  rofe  agala 
to  nearly  double  of  what  they  had  been  before. 

Oh/efvations  adilreJ/eJ  to  the  Friends  of  the  ConPltution^  occafiorped 
by  the  late  Jlddrefs  of  the  Whig  Club.  By  a  FrceJiolder  of  Hang- 
Wefi^  in  the  North-Riding  of  Yorkfiiye.  %i'q.  6d.  Rivingtons. 
1796. 

This  freeholder  of  Plan^weft  is  very  hot :  but,  to  ufe  a  vulgar 
phrafe,  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  keep  his  breath  to  cool  his 
porridge.  He  miftakes  his  talents :  he  may  do  well  as  a  loyal  and 
gallaut  volunteer  yeoman  ;  but  thefword  or  the  rake  becomes  his 
hands  better  than  the  pen ;  and  if  he  thinks  that  the  loyal  and  gal- 
lant corps  of  volunteer  yeomanry,  to  which  he  addreffes  his  obfer- 
vations,  requires  fo  many  italics  and  capitals,  we  recommend  to 
him  a  Sunday  fchool  for  reading,  in  addition  to  that  for  exercife. 

We'  fliould  fay  no  more  upon  fuch  a  trifling  publication,  if  we 
had  not  obferved  in  this,  as  has  been  lately  much  the  cuiiom,  an 
insinuation  in  favour  of  defpotifm  againft  democracy.  Now,  to  a 
true  conftitutional  man,  one  is  juft  as  bad  as  the  other.  The  con- 
ftitution  of  England  detelfs  abfolute  monarchy.  The  kino-  of 
England  is  one  of  the  three  eliates  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  man 
who  wiflies  to  make  him  a  defpot. — that  is,  to  make  him  in- 
dependent of  the  other  two  eftates,  —  is  a  traitor  to  the  conftitu- 
tion. 

POETICAL. 

Extra^s  from    a    Poem   oh  the  ProfpeB,  from   Stirling  Cafllc.     By 
Daiid  Dotg^  LL.D.     4/*.     Randall,  Stirling.      1796. 

The  Extracts  now  given  to  the  public,  the  author  tells  us,  arefpe- 
clmens  of  a  defcriptive  poem,  On  the  Profpeft  from  Stirling  Caf- 
tie,  v.'hich  is  nearly  finKhed,  and  will  be  put  to  the  prefs  if  thefe 
detached  epifodes  are  well  received.  They  confift  of  the  Vifion^ 
in  which  the  ghoft  of  Wallace  is  reprefented  as  appearing  the  night 
before  the  battle  of  Bannockburn  to  Robert  Bruce,  and  encourag- 
ing him  to  the  combat — Ccrmor  and  0>7na,  a  love  tale — The 
King's  Knot — The  Garden,  both  referring  to  the  traces  of  parterres 
and  garden  ground,  ftiil  vifible  from  Stirling  caltie.  To  thefe  are 
fubjoined  two  or  three  religious  poems.  The  talents  of  the  aurnor 
are  certainly  above  contempt  :  hut  we  fear  the  fubjefts  are  not  fuf- 
ficicntiy  interefting  to  attrafl  much  attention,-  efpecially  in  their 
prefent  unnniflied  fiate.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  raithor,  he  tells  us,  is 
fourffore, 
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*  Nor  blame  the  poet's  languid  lays, 
Pale,  blighted  flowers  of  funlefs  days, 

'  "When /our/core  winters  bleak  have  fpread, 

With  fnowy  wreaths  his  filver'd  head, — 

he  probably  thought  the  completing  his  poem  a  matter  of  mucl^ 
uncertainty.  The  following  linps,  taken  from  the  opening  of  the 
Vifion,  (how  Dr.  Doig  to  be  no  ftranger  to  the  poetic  language— 

*  Now  parting  Sol,  behind  Benlady's  height, 
In  weflern  waves  had  piimg'd  the  car  of  light, 
And  now  from  Ochil's  brow,  the  midnight  ray 
Sheds  o'er  the  duiky  liw-n,  a  glimmering  day  : 
Soldiers,  and  fteeds,  and  all  the  noify  train 

Are  ftill— no  murmur  burfts — no  tumults  reign.'     p.  ^. 

X^it:  Triumph  of  Innocence  ;   an  Ode,      ll'r'itten  on  the  Deliverance  of 
Maria    Therffa  Charlotte^   Princefs    Royal   of  France,  from    the 
Prifon  cf  the  Temple.      By  Eyles  Irimn^  Efq.  M.  R.  1.  A.    4/17. 
IS.  td.     Nicol.     1796. 

The  fuffenngs  of  tl^e  royal  family  of  France  ofTer  fubjecSs  to  the 
poet  equally  dignified  and  pathetic  :  but  it  i§  probably  referved  for 
the  next  age  to  do  jultice  to  them.  The  prefcnt  performance  is  a 
very  flight  one  ;  and  the  deliverance  of  the  princefs  makes  but  a 
fmall  part  of  the  Ode  which  profefles  to  celebrate  it.  Indeed  it 
could  fcarcely  have  fwelled  into  a  publication  without  the  addition 
of  a  foniifet  and  large  notes. 

RcvoluiioiJi  :  a  Fsem.      hi  Tivo  Books.     By  P.  Courtier,   Author  of 
Poems,    &c.  y<r.      Svo.     2s.      Law.      1796. 

The  author  of  this  little  poem  (hows  himfelf  a  friend  to  liberty 
and  to  religion  (two  taftes  which  unfortunately  do  not  always  go 
tocrether  at  preient),  and  an  enemy  to  war.  The  American  and  the 
French  revolution,  the  two  greateft  events  in  this  or  in  many  pre- 
ceding ages,  are  fucceffively  noticed  ;  and  the  bard  ventures  to  fore- 
tell a  favourable  termination  even  to  the  oppreflions  of  Poland. 
The  fecond  book  infids  upon  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy  in  the 
jjrefent  difpenfations'of  Providence,  expofes  the  miferies  of  war, 
and  dwells  with  feeling  on  thofe  moral  quaiities  and  domeftic  vir- 
tues, from  v.'hich  alone  the  ftate  of  fociety  can  be  permanently 
:n;;!iorated.  The  compofition  is  rather  to  be  approved  as  a  vehicle 
of ■  fentimeint  than  a  model  of  poetry.  It  is  written  in  that  loofe 
hind  of  blank  verfe,  which  is  very  apt  to  languifli  into  profe :  and 
we  are  more  and  more  convinced  that  blank  verle,  if  not  highly 
finifhed  as  verfe,  has  but  little  merit  ;  the  facility  of  it  is  a  tempta- 
tion to  be  verbofe ;  and  a  poet  that  is  verbofe  is  heavy.  The  fol- 
lowing lines,  on  the  pleafuies  of  i)ome,  are  among  the  befl — 

'  Yes: 


\ 
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<*  Yes  :  in  the  precinfts  of  domeftic  life, 

Tho'  many  a  ftraggling  weed  o'errun  its  paths, 

And  thorns  ungrateful  meet  the  traveller's  ftep, 

There  fpring  fuch  varied  fvveets  as  never  deck 

Ambition's  fcorchintr  heath  ;  there  fiovv'  fuch  ftreams 

.Of  pureft  neftar,  as  the  fev'rifli  thirfl 

Of  luflful  ufurpation  nev/sr  tafles. 

Who  that  has  felt — but  prizes  as  he  feels, 

The  dear  conneilive  zone  with  which  elieenj 

Links  kindred  fpirits  near  tl^ie  focial  fire, 

Mid  winter's  elfe-inclement  checrlefs  reion  ? 

Delightful  is  the  lively  iiitercourfe 

Of  friends,  thus  met  around  the  blazing  hearth  ! 

Ereft  on  giddy  eminence,  difdain 

Perchance  will  overlook  fuch  fimple  charms  ; 

jOr  feeing,  deem  them  far  beneath  his  care  : 

Yet  th^fe  are  balms  unfading,  if  aught  are 

That  fcent  beneath  the  lilies  ;  and  when  abus'd. 

Or,  but  neglected,  breed  a  thoufand  ill^ 

In  ftates  and  public  councils  ;  whence  arife 

Rapine  and  murder,  fuiclde  and  war  ; 

With  wounds  of  little  note,  tho'  forely  felt, 

Known  in  the  catalogue  of  minor  plagues,. 

Our  only  riches  is  a  little  fpot. 

Denominated  Home  :  thither  diretis 

Shoelefs  extravagance  his  bliftei''d  feet. 

Drawn  by  parental  love ;  and  often  there, 

Even  diffipation  lingers  better  hours 

Than  what  he  meets  in  levity's  parade. 

Home  is  the  temple  of  ferene  delight 

In  every  age,  and  every  circumftauce 

That  marks  this  changing  fcene  ;  there  we  behold 

A  thoufand  houfliold  gods  in  various  (liape  ; 

And  recognize  in  each  feme  pleafing  trace 

Of  youthful  mirth,  fome  bright  enchanting  drearn 

Of  early  life  which  once  fubftantial  fhone  : 

Thou  paradife  of  time — whofe  fweets  oft  fung, 

Seem  fung  without  effe£t  ;  foul-foothing  Home  ! 

P  may  thy  rich,  yet  unambitious  mines, 

Attract  the  eye  of  all ;  there  may  they  feck 

{Jncloying  happinefs  ;  for  there  alone 

Dwell  pleafures  new,  exhauftlefs,  and  fupreme.'     p.  39, 

QjiaJJ:}\  or  the  Coal-Black  Mai  J.      A    Tale.      By    Captain   Thomas 
Morris,      8w.      Is.      Ridgway.      1796. 

The  flave-trade,  a  traffic  fo  difgraceful  to  this  country,  has  been 
made  a  fubjeft  of  rriuch  poetical  as  well  as  profe  compofition  : 

114  and, 
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and,  perhaps,  fome  of  our  readers  may  be  difpofcd  to  fay,  Ohe  J' 
jam  fatis  eft  !  We,  however,  recommend  to  them,  not  to  con - 
chide  too  haftily,  but  to  read  the  following  alfej^ing  little  tale,  be- 
fore they  fay  they  will  read  no  more. 

The  elder  captain  Morris  has  before  appeared  in  the  caufe  of 
humanity,  and  is  known  as  a  poet,  having  made  his  poetry  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  benevolent  views  of  the  literary  fund  :  one  of  thofe 
addreffes  particularly  pofiefled  confidtraoie  merit.  The  prefentpoem, 
as  well  in  point  of  tender  ;ind  generous  fentiment,  as  of  correal: 
and  elegant  verfification,  is  entitled  to  the  notice  of  the  humane, 
and  the  praife  of  men  of  talle. 

The  Coal-Biack  Maid  is  a  beautiful  negro  git]  of  Qlartinico. 
The  fcene  of  the  ftory  lies  in  that  ifland,  a  place  well  known  to 
captain  Morris  ;  and  of  courfe  the  fcenery  and  fome  facVs  are  de- 
rived from  ocula-  obfervation. 

*  Where  Martinico's  milk-vvhite  cliffs  appear, 

And  two  proud  hills  their  heads  fantaflic  rear;^" 

Where  fever'd  rocks  are  bound  with  malTv  cha    s, 

Left  rolling  ruin  overwhelm  the  plains  ; 

Where  thro'  the  ftreets  a  limpid  fountain  flows. 

Cools  the  hot  air,  and  murmurs  as  it  goes  ; 

And  merchants  boaft  a  town,  of  modern  date, 

That  rivals  Paris  in  her  fplendid  ftate ; 

There  Qnafliy  dwelt ;  a  flave  of  lowliefi:  kind  ; 

A  flace  ill  fuited  to  her  noble  mind.'     p.  5. 
The  French  government,  it  is  well  known,  have  abolifned  flave- 
ry   as    wel!   as  nobility,  in  all  their  colonies.     Qnafliy's  mafter  had 
formerly  been  a  noble,  but  fpurned  the  law  that  gave  freedom  ty 
the  negroes.     The  following  hhes  are  very  pretty — ^ 

'  She  next  addrefs'd  her  lewd,  inhuman  lord  ; 
For  freedom  argued,  and  his  grace  implor'd  : 
Mark'd  for  his  prey,  he  diirll:  her  claim  deride; 
Of  his  bbck  haram  Quafhy  was  the  pride : 
Tho'  brutes  love  brutes,  by  tender  flames  infpir'd, 
He,  worfe  than  brute,  could  fcorn  what  he  deur'd. 
She  fear'd  the  ruffian  might  her  fpoiler  prove  ; 
And  Q^namy's  heart  had  felt  the  force  of  love  : 
The  rnaid  Rad  charm'd  a  youth  from  Afric's  plains, 
Sold,  like  herfelf,  to  wear  this  tyrant's  chains  : 
From  the  fame  region  both  the  lovers  came  ; 
Tlie  fame  their  beauty,  and  their  worth  the  fame: 
He,  tall  and  ftrong,  and  full  of  manly  grace, 
She,  bleft  with  foftnefs  and  the  charms  of  lace. 
While  yet  a  ftripling  her  a  child  he  knew  ; 
And  with  their  years  the  mutual  paiFion  grew  : 
For  Qnalhy  Qnaco  fav'd  his  little  gains  j 
H^  thought  ca  Qvjiflu-  as  iic  hew'd  the  canes; 

And, 
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And,  duly  as  the  fabbath  eve  was  come, 
For  her  the  rattle  (hook,  or  beat  the  drum  ; 
Now  with  the  damfel  danc'd  within  the  ring, 
Now  fondly  by  her  fide  would  fit  and  fing ; 
Or,  far  apart,  renew'd  the  tale  of  love, 
Beneath  the  citron  hedge,  or  plantain  grove. 
They  talk'd  of  Guinea,   and  their  native  ipot, 
The  country's  charms,  and  people's  happy  lot. 
Where  all  the  negro  race  on  coofcoofh  dine, 
And  crown  their  chearfu!  feafts  with  palm-tree  wine  ; 
But  chriftiau  robbers  poifon  their  delight ; 
Tiiey  deal  in  man,  and  urge  the  chiefs  to  fight ; 
That  crowds  of  captives,  in  thofe  battles  made, 
May  live  in  misTy,   and  fupport  the  trade. 
Inhuman  mifcreanfs  !'     p.  ii. 

Qnaco  is  killed  fighting  againft  his  mafter :  the  manner  in 
which  the  news  of  his  death  affefts  Quafliy,  is  very  feelingly  and 
poetically  dcfcribed.  Quafliy  kills  herfelf,  and  the  ppem  ciofes  as 
follows  — 

*  Mild,  but  refoiy'd,  and  hiding  her  intent, 

Forth  to  the  woods  the  beauteous  Ethiop  went: 

She  fell'd  the  tree,   whofe  qualities  enfure 

To  wounded  minds  an  everlafting  cure  ; 

Whofe  vapor  oft  the  wretched  negro  tries, 

Till)  by  its  ftrange  effefts,  he  fwells  and  dies. 

Her  hut  was  clos'd,  the  pile  funereal  laid  ; 

A  cloud  of  fmoke  involv'd  the  coal-black  maid  ; 

One  tear  Ihe  dropt,  on  bidding  Jone  adieu  ; 

But  home  and  Quaco  open'd  to  her  view  : 

§he  yielded  to  the  fate  her  foul  defir'd, 

Call'd  on  her  lover,  and  in  peace  cxpir'd.'     p.  26. 

It  fhould  be  obferved  that  negroes,  when  unhappy,  frequently 
dcllroy  themfelves  ;  and  that  the  conjmon  way  of  doing  this  in 
Martinico,  is  by  fitting  in  the  Iteam  of  a  wood,  called  by  the  French 
hois  d'lnde  :  they  fwell  and  die. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  poem  are  fliort  notes,  explanatory  of  local 
culloms  alluded  to  in  the  poem. 

T/te  Poetical  Monitor  :  cojijijling  of  Pieces  Sclc^  and  Original,  for 
the  Improvement  of  the  Yoting  in  f^irtue  and  Piety  :  intejided  to 
fticceed  Dr.  Watts'*  Divine  and  Moral  Songs.  PubliJJied  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Shakfpear'' s-Walk  Female  Charity- School^  St.  George 
in  the  Enfi,  8ro.  zs.  Bound.  Longman.  179^* 
A  judicious  feleftion  :  and  as  the  profits  of  the  fale  are  dedicated 

to  the  benefit  of  the   Shakfpeare's-walk  female  charity-fchool,  we 

hope  that  they  will  be  anfwerable  to  the  benevolent  intentions  of 

the  compiler. 

RELI- 
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RELIGIOUS. 

Certain  DoSlrines    teaching  Duties  and  Devotions  according  to  God" 
line/s.     In  Three   F'ohme^^  with    a  dijlind   Preface  to  each^  of- 
Jerting  the    Dignity  of  Reafon  aljifltd  by  tlie  Divinity   of  Revela- 
tion.     Publified  hy  Hoiry  S'vjindell^  of  BorroixfaJIi^  in  Derhyjliirc. 
8^|<7.      Adams,  Loughborough.     1 796. 

In  a  former  Number  *  we  had  occafion  to  notice  a  feries  of  fu~ 
jjitlve  publications  on  religious  topics  by  Mr.  Swindell :  our  re- 
marks on  them  are,  for  the  moft  part,  applicable  to  thefe  volumes. 
The  words  '  Index  efi:  animi  vultus'  appear  beneath  the  portrait 
of  the  author,  which  fronts  the  title  ;  but  the  wicked  wag  oi  arj 
engraver  has  moft  cruelly  defeated  his  employer's  felf-compjimen- 
tary  intentions.  As  the  fuccefs  of  the  intended  implication,  how- 
ever, coulii  not  but  depend  on  the  varying  tafres  and  opinions  of 
ditferent  readers,  and  might  even  have  tended  (as,  we  confefs,  would 
have  happened  with  us)  rather  to  the  prejudice  than  the  advantage 
of  our  reverend  author,  he  give^  us  a  verbal  pidure  of  his  fublime 
jnind  in  the  following  no  lefs  modejl  jiian  elegant  terms — 

'  So  lowly  he,  neat  benefice  declin'd  ; 
A  general  friend  no  flave  to  human  kind 
Whiifl  his  poor  foul  on  anchor  hope  reclin'd.' 

Our  readers,  after  this,  will  no  doubt  feel  a  ftrong  reJifli  for  the 
psrufal  of  Mr.  Swindell's  writings. 

Farther  Conjiderations  on  the  Second  Advent  of  Chrijl  :  Jhe'vlng 
that  I.  It  was  not  to  the  Deftrullion  of  f^rufalan.  II.  That  it 
is  to  be  to  the  EflahliJItment  of  that  Kingdom  'v:hich  Daniel  fore- 
told the  God  of  Heaven  would  fet  up. — 'Ihap.  ii.  and  vii.  By  the 
Author  of  Antichriji  in  the  French  Convention^  and  an  Enquiry 
into  the  Second  Coming  of  Chrifl.  Zvo.  \s.  Cadell  and  Da- 
vies.      1796. 

That  this  is  a  refpe6):able  and  well-meant  performance,  will  be 
obvious  to  every  perfon  who  confiders  i:  with  any  attention.  But 
though  it  fhould  be  admitted  that  Dr.  Whitbv's  opinion  and  argu- 
ments  are  overthrown,  the  author's  explanations  of  fcripture  are 
frequently  too  vague  to  produce  conviclion — 

*  Nor  is  this  the  only  pafTagc  in  Dr.  Whitby  fo  at  variance  with 
itfelf  as  to  require  explanation.  In  his  appendix,  \).  274,  vol.  i. 
on  Matthew  24,  he  afTerts,  that  the  deftruftion  of  Jerufalem  was  to 
be  attended  by  the  realprefence  of  Chrifr  {p:a^ov<TicC) ;  yet,  in  vol.  i. 


*  See  Crit.  Rev.  New  Ajr.  Vol.  XV II.  p.  1  j  i. 
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page  256,  he  fays,  "  It  is  proved  that  this  30th  verfe  of  Matthew 
24  cannot  relate  to  his  fecond  coming."  How  are  we  to  under- 
itand  this  ?  If  he  came  at  all,  furely  it  miift  be  his  fecond  comino-. 
In  verfe  2,  page  458  and  466,  he  endeavours  to  prove,  that  the 
Jewifh  nation  is  meant  by  the  Man  of  Sin,  or  AntichriCI: ;  and 
page  459  ^^''^^  revealed  fo  to  be  when  the  Lord  did  confume  her 
with  the  breath  of  his  mouih.  Here  he  fpeaks  of  Antichrift  as 
paft ;  yet,  in  his  difcourfe  on  the  Millennium,  p.  9,"  he  fpeaks  of 
Antichrift  as  to  come,  for  he  fays,  "  I  believe,  that  after  the  fall 
of  Antichrift,  there  fliall  be  fuch  a  glorious  ftate  of  the  church, 
Sec.  to  continue  a  thoufand  years  during  Satan's  binding,  &c." 
And  again,  page  10,  "  After  the  fall  of  Antichrift,  and  before  the 
fecond  coming  of  our  Lord  to  judgment,  the  Jews  fliail  be^on- 
verted,  and  become  a  famous  church  again."  But  if  our  Lord  is 
to  deftroy  Antichrift  by  the  brightnefs  of  his  coming,  as  the  dodor 
acknowledges  he  is,  then  of  courfe  he  muft  come  to  do  it ;  and 
therefore,  as  the  happy  ftate  of  the  church  is  to  be  after  the  fall  of 
Antichrift,  fo  hkewife  muft  it  be  after  that  coming  of  our  Lord, 
therefore  that  coming  cannot  be  to  the  final  judgment  and  to  the 
end  of  the  world.  The  only  difficulty  that  occurs  to  me  is  in  the 
34th  verfe.  This  generation  fliall  not  pafs  away  till  all  thefe  things 
fhall  be  done  (Luke,  fulfilled).  Perhaps  the  word  ysvt^rai  might 
more  properly  be  rendered,  till  all  thefe  things  J//a!l  be  di-ing,  that 
is,  taken  in  hand  to  be  done  ;  but  all  difficulty  is  done  away  by 
admitting  Stackhoufe's  definition  of  a  generation  to  be  right,  viz. 
that  it  means  one  of  the  three  ages  of  the  world,  that  is,  two  thou- 
fi^nd  years.  Nor  is  Dr.  Whitby  without  his  difficulties  in  efta- 
blifliing  th2  kingdom  of  Chrift  at  his  refurreftion.  In  his  note» 
I  Cor.  15,  page  205,  "  All  power  is  given  me  in  heaven  and  in 
earth,"  Matt,  xxviii.  x8.  he  fays,  Why  this  reward  fliould  not  ceafe 
when  the  work  is  done  ;  why  his  donunion  over  death  fhould  not 
ceafe  when  death  is  deftroyed  ;  his  power  of  giving  eternal  life,  or 
judging  when  all  are  judged,  and  none  are  left  to  be  crowned,  he 
confelles  he  does  not  underftand.  But  are  not  thefe  ftrong  argu- 
ments that  his  kingdom  was  not  fetup  at  the  refurreclion  ?  that  his 
work  was  not  done,  that  death  was  not  deftroyed,  that  all  are  not 
yet  judged,  and  that  fome  are  ftill  left  to  be  crowned  i"  For  wheti 
all  thefe  things  have  been  done,  of  which  the  deftruflion  of  death 
is  to  be  the  laft,  he  is  to  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  the  Father.  He 
was  rifen,  it  is  true,  and  had  opened  to  us  the  gates  of  everlafting 
life,  but  thofe  gates  were  not  to  be  entered  till  a  future  period.  As 
Samuel  tells  Saul,  i  Samuel,  chap.  xv.  28.  "  The  Lord  hath  this 
day  rent  the  kinaciom  of  Ifrael  from  thee,  and  given  it  to  a  neigh- 
bour of  thine  that  is  better  than  thou."  Yet  it  did  not  lake  place 
till  fome  years  after.'     p.  14, 

Three 
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Three   Dialogues    on    the   Annifeme7its    of  Clergymai.       Small   £v3f 
■}s.   6d.      Boards.      B.and].  White.      ^  796. 

This  work  is  prefax;-ed  in  the  following  manner  — 

*  When  Dr.  Jofiah  Friimpton's  library  was  fold  in  London  (in 
the  year  1729  or  1730]  his  divinity  books  were  clafled  ia  feven 
lots  ;  one  of  which  was  purchafed  by  Dr.  Edwards.  The  catalogue 
of  this  lot  mentioned  a  parcel  of  MSS.  Among  thefe  the  doctor 
found  one  in  Dr.  Frampton's  own  ha,i>d- writing,  of  whicli  the  fol- 
lowing is  9  copy.'     p.  I. 

At  the  end  is  a  note  fiibfcribed  with  the  name  of  Dr.  Frampton, 
purporting  that  the  nianvifcript  contained  the  fubftance  of  what 
gaffed  between  tlie  Dean  of  St.  Paul's  and  himfelf,  on  the  fiibjeft 
f)f  clerical  amufements. 

Whether  this  work  contains  or  not  the  fubftance  of  an  aftuaJ 
converfation  between  a  dean  and  curate,  the  fubjeft  is  very  well 
treated ;  and  not  only  the  clergy  but  the  laity  will  be  edified  by 
the  arguments  introduced  on  matvv  topics,  on  which  the  gay,  the 
thoughtiel's,  and  the  dilhpated,  are  not  the  only  p.erfons  to  dil- 
d^in  a  ferious  thought.  Dr.  Frampton  relates,  that,  foon  after  he 
left  college,  he  became  curate  of  Wroxal  in  W-ar.wicklhire,  and 
thence  acquainted  with  fir  Roger  Burgoin,  at  whole  houle  Dr.  Stil- 
lingflcet,  then  dean  of  St.  Paul's,  was  a  frequent  vijitor.  During 
one  of  thefe  vifits  the  dean  was  enyaoed  in  correftino;  his  Origines 
i^acrx,  for  a  new  edition  ;  and  the  cnrate  was  uieful  to  h:m  on  this 
occafion,  and  more  fo  as  a  companion  to  the  dean  under  a  fit  of 
the  gout  which  confined  him  to  his  chamber.  The  curate  was  fond 
of  field  fports  ;  and  a  prefent  of  fome  birds  to  the  dean  brought  up 
a  converfation  on  the  nature  of  this  amufement,  and  the  propriety 
of  a  clergyman's  time  being  taken  up  with  uich  a  diverfion.  I'his 
led  to  the  confideration  of  amufements  in  general,  which  the  dean 
divided  under  the  three  heads  of  riotous  and  cruel — trifling  and 
feducin<y — innocent  and  inllruftive.  Under  the  firf^  head  are  clafleci 
hunting,  fliooting,  fifliing,  cock-fighting,  hovfe -racing.  Under 
the  fecond  head  come  cards,  the  theatres,  public  dancing  aflem- 
blies.  Under  the  third,  riding,  walking,  gardening,  bowls,  corv- 
verfation,  mufic,  drawing,  battledore  and  ihuttlecock  :  and  fome 
eood  remarks  are  made  on  the  doubtful  game  of  chefs,  on  tennis, 
fives,  and  back-gammon. 

The  dialogue  is  eafy,  free,  and  ferious.  On  fofne  points  we  may 
think  the  dean  rather  too  rigid  :  but  he  gives  fiich  good  reafons  for 
every  opinion  maintained  by  him,  that  an  error  of  thU  kind  may 
eafily  be  pardoned.  It  is  a  fatisfaftion  for  every  reafonable  man  to 
find,  that,  after  the  e.xclufion  of  moft  of  the  fafliionable  amufe- 
ments, a  fufficient  number  remain  for  relaxation  and  rgal  pieafurc : 
and.if  evei'v  clerf^vman  would  refleft  within  himfsif,  of  what  great 
importance  it  is  that  he  fhould  not  give  encouragement  to  fcenes  of 

uifiipalioiij 
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tififfipaticn,-  we  may  hope  that  the  perufal  of  this  book  may  havt^ 
the  lame  effeft  upon  him,  as  the  fentiments  of  the  dean  had  on  the 
future  hfe  and  conduft  of  the  curate.  We  fafely  recommend  it, 
therefore,  nor  only  to  curates,  but  to  the  dignitaries  of  the  church, 
not  only  to  eccleliaftics,  but  to  the  directors  of  the  fafliionable 
wdrld  -y  and  we  may  add,  that  it  is  a  very  ufeful  and  proper  pub- 
iication  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  young  people  juft  'entering  into 
life, —  if  the  circumftance  of  the  dialogue  being  between  two  cier2,v- 
men,  mav  not  imiortunatelv  preooflefs  them  againft  their  ^v■n\~ 
Hieats,  and  lead  them  to  conclude,  that  what  decency  forbids  to  a 
clergyman,  may  be  indulged  without  fcruple  by  one  of  the  laity. 

Argumentum  ad  Hcminem  :  a  Difcourje  en  the  Clerical  Charafler^ 
and  its  Parochial  Obligatiom  :  compcfed  tmder  the  Idea  cf  a  J'tji-"' 
tation  Sermon.     \to.      is.      Chapman.      1796. 

As  the  influence  of  modern  manners,  and  of  wealth  and  avarice, 
is  fnmetimes  too  vifible  among,  at  leaft,  the. higher  orders  of  the  cler- 
gy, an  earneft  expoftulation  with  them,  on  the  errors  of  their  cocdu«5lj 
can  never  be  unfeafonable;  and  although  the  author  of  this  diP- 
courfe  gives  rather  a  difiidvantageous  idea  of  the  bulk  of  the  clergy, 
we  are  not  certain  that  he  has  not  a  good  foundation  for  many  of 
his  uiTertions.'  He  points  out  the  duties  of  parochial  clergym.en  in  a 
way  that,  perhaps,  will  be  considered  as  methodiitical,  but  is,  after 
all,  the  only  way  in  which  that  body  can  be  ufefully  employed, — ia 
■which  they  can  reflect  honour  on  their  profeffion,  and  derive  refpect 
for  theLr  characters.  Being  o'f  an  opinion  that  the  negle(5i:  cf  the 
clerical  duty  leads  to  practical- infidelity,  he  obferves  that,  in  France, 
the  name  only  of  religion  being  left  among  the  inhabitants,  there 
\\'A%  nothing  very  extraordinary  in  their  legiilature  renouncing  au 
empty  name,  in  order  to  fliake  off  the  expenfive  eftablifhment  by 
which  that  name  was  fuppcrted  ;  and  the  clergy  there,  though  oil 
ordinary  occaflons  as  pliant  as  want  of  principle  could  make  them, 
■were  not  to  be  expected  to  value  their  profeflion,  when  the  price  of 
hypocrify  was  rapidly  declining,  and  there  was  every  indication  of 
its  being  totally  withdrawn.  There  is  good  fenfe,  though  mixed 
with  feverity,  in  this  and  other  remarks  made  by  this  anonymous 
vriter. 

The  pra^ical  Efficacy  of  the  Unitarian  Dcclrine  cotijidered^  in  a  Se- 
ries of  Letters  to  the  Rev.  Jlndreio  Fuller^  occafio7icd  by  his  Pub- 
lication entitled,  Xhe  Calviiiijiic  and  Socinian  Syjienis  examined 
and  compared  as  to  their  Moral  Tendency.  By  Jojiixa  Toulmitiy 
D.  D.      i2mo.     Is.    6d.     Johnfon.      ^796. 

The  truth  of  a  doftrine  is  evidently  independent  of  the  conduct 
of  its  profeObrs,  or  we  muft  condemn  the  religion  oi  Mofes,  ou 
account  of  the  flagrant  delinquency  of  the  Ifraelites  under  their 
kings,  and  give  up  cliriftianity  becaufe  its  profeUbrs  have  not,  in 

their 
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their  praiSice,  exemplified  the  doftrines  of  our  Saviour.  Agaiflj 
the  praftical  effe6l  of  a  doftrine  may  have  been  great ;  yet  its  op- 
ponents may  view  it  through  the  light  of  prejudice  :  thus  the  vir- 
tues of  the  early  Chriftians  were  confidered  by  their  pagan  neigh- 
bours as  vices.  The  true  teft  is,  What  is  the  dot^trine  in  itfelf  ca- 
pable of  producing  ?  In  time,  we  have  no  doubt  that  its  elfefts  will 
be  produced,  and  during  its  progrefs  to  this  itate  of  perfecftion,  its 
effects  will  be  different  i\ccording  to  the  materials  on  which  it  has 
to  work.  Thus,  our  Saviour  has  taught  us  oh  good  ground,  the  feed 
will  produce,  fome  a  hundred  fold,  fome  fixty  fold,  feme  thirty 
fold.  We  would  not  judge  the  Calviniftic  doftrines  by  the  four 
temper  of  the  murderer  of  Servetus,  nor  the  Sociniau  dodrine  from 
the  treatment  of  Davides, — the  principles  of  the  Englifh  church  by 
the  perfecution  of  Emlyn,  nor  the  artkles  of  the  Niceqe  creed  by 
the  inqi^ifition  in  Spain. 

Again,  the  praftical  effeft  of  any  doctrine  m^y  be  miftaken  by 
obfervers.  Thus' the  Methodifts  talk  much  of  certain  periods  of 
awakening  in  various  diftri^ls.  Time  mufl  prove  whether  tlie 
preaching  was  prcdu£live  of  mere  flights  of  enthufiafm,  or  real 
found  o;ood  fruit. 

One  mode  of  difcovering  the  practical  effect  of  a  docl:rine,  is  to 
contemplate  it  in  various  countries,  on  different  tempers,  and  under 
different  circumftances  of  profperity  and  adverfity.  Thus  the 
Calviniftic  do6frine  is  in  power  in  Scotland,  and  was  fo  for  two 
ages  in  Geneva,~"has  been  under  oppreffion  very  much  in  France, 
more  moderately  fo  in  Englandand  Ireland, — and  is  now  in  America 
on  a  level  with  other  fe'ils.  A  curious  inquirer  might  form  fome 
judgment  of  the  fe£t,  from  its  aftions  in  thefe  different  circumftan- 
ces. The  unitarian  doftrlne  cannot  be  examined  in  this  manner, 
becaufe  it  is  no- where  in  power, — has  veiy  few  congregations. — and 
thefe  have  exifted  too  fhort  a  time  for  obfervation.  But,  perhaps, 
this  mode  of  inquiry  is  not  aSvantageous  to  morals — Who  art  thou, 
O  man,  that  takeft  upon  thyfelf  to  judge  thy  neighbours  ?  Let  the 
wheat  and  tares  grow  to  the  harveft  :  but  be  it  thy  bufinefs  to  fow 
only  wheat. 

Chr'tjlian  Philanthropy  ;  a  Sermon^  preavhed  before  the  affociated 
Friendly  Societies^  of  the  City  of  Bath,  on  Monday  the  idth  Day 
of  May,  1 796 ;  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Warner,  Curate  of  St. 
ydmes's  Farifli.     %vo.'    is.     Dilly.      I7g6. 

A  difcourfe  recommending  the  particular  duties  of  friendly 
focieties.  The  author  dwells  efpecially  on  Chriftian  philanthropy, 
— a  doctrine  which  ought  to  occupy  largely  the  attention  of  public 
feachers.  There  never  was  m.ore  occafion  than  at  prefent  to  preach 
a  doftrine  calculated  to  heal  the  breaches  and  divifions  which  un- 
happily have  taken  place  from  a  difference  in  political  fentiments, 
and  have  been  zealouHy  fomented  by  thofe  whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to 

remove 


MoNTHL.Y     Catalogue.  47t 

temove  all  fuch  obflru^lions  to  national  fafety  and  happinefs.  The 
author  may,  therefore,  be  alTured  that  '  he  ftands  excufed  for  ob- 
truding a  particular  and  occafional  difcourfe  on  the  public  notice,' 
\vhich  tends  '  to  promote  and  encourage  philanthropy,  friendfliip, 
and  good  neighbourhood,'  on  the  genuine  principles   of  chrifti- 


anitv 


TJioughta  on  the  haivfiilnefi  of  War ;  humlly  fuhmltte'd  to  the  ferioua 
Conjiderntiov  of  the  Teachers  of  every  Church  or  Se6l  among  Chrif- 
tians.  By  a  Mernber  of  the  Efiablifument.  xiiiio.  \d.  Dar- 
ton  ^Hrt?  Harvey.      1796. 

For  chriftians  to  vindicate  war  on  any  pretence  whatever,  except 
that  of  felf-defence,  is  fo  manifeftly  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  gofpel,  that  no  arguments  can  pofTibly  have  any  effect  on  fuch 
wayward  difciplesof  the  prince  of  peace.  We  muft  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  perfons  who  are  not  influenced  by  the  words  of  our 
Saviour,  will  pay  little  attention  to  the  work  before  us,  .which, 
however,  fets  forth  war  in  its  proper,  if  not  in  tlie  moft  glaring 
colours,  and  reprobates,  upon  chriftian  principles,  the  conduct  of 
all  men  who  are  concerned  in  this  deteftable  trade. 

//Tzr  inconfiflent    with  the    DoHrifie  and  Exafnple  -of  Jifus    Chrijt. 

hi  a  Letter  to  a  Friends     Recommended  to  the  Perufal  of  the  Pro- 

fejfors  of  Chriftianity.     By  I.    Scott,      I'xmo.      \d.      Darton  and 

Harvey.      1796.  , 

Mr.  Scott's  pofition  is — 

'  That  waf,  in  every  fhape,  is  incompatible  witli  the  nature  of 
chriftianity  ;  and  that  no  perfons  profeffing  that  religion,  and  under 
the  full  and  proper  influence  of  the  temper  and  mind  of  Chrift, 
can  adopt,  purfue,  or  plead  for  it.'      p.  4. 

This  proportion  is  very  ably  maintained  ;  and  we  recommend 
the  coufideration  of  it  to  ail  who  profefs  to  preach  or  teach  the 
chriftian  religion. 

Proverbs,)  Ecclefiafes^    Wifdom    of    Solomon,   Ecclefa/ilcus,       With 
an  Introdu^ory  Preface.      i%mo.     2s.   6d,      Longman.      1796. 

In  a  moft  judiciousand  well-written  Preface,  the  editor  has  brief- 
ly explained  the  ftate  of  Paleftine,  as  to  agriculture,'  commerce, 
policy,  and  fcience,  under  the  reign  of  king  Solomon,  the  reputed 
author  of  the  Book  of  Proverbs.  The  deiign  of  the  publicatioa 
is  comprifed  in  the  following  words — 

'  It  was  thought  proper  to  publifti  thefe  books  in  this  portable 
form,  not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  cheapnefs,  but  of  convenience 
— as  a  fmall  compendium  of  ancient  morals,  or  what  wouid'for- 
merly  have  been  termed  a  manual  of  ethics  ;  a  book  that  may 
prove  a  ufeful  companion  through  the  whole  journey  of  life,  adapt- 
ad  to  every  ftate  and  clafs  of  fociety,  to  be  coafulted  with  advantage 
7  of 
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of  every  unemployed  moment ;  particularly  proper  to  be  put  into' 
fhe  hands  of  youth  ;  and  an  acceptable  and  valuable  prefent  from 
the  parcn's,  guardians,  and  public  inflrudlors  of  the  young  and  un- 
informed in  every  rank  of  civil  life.'     p.  vi'. 

NOVELS. 

Modtrn  Novel  IVriting^  or  the  Elegant  J^nthifjiaji  ;   and  inter ejling^ 
Emotions  of  Arabella  Bloomville.      A  Rhapfodical  Romance  ;   in-^ 
terfperfed  ivith  Poetry.     By   the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Harriet  Mar- 
loiv^    2  yds.      12/7/0.      Js.  Boards.     Robinfons.      1796. 
To  the  friends  of  mirth  and, fatire,  this  produftion  will  afford  a 
dele£bable  entertainment.    Li  flights  of  wild  and  digrefnve  humour,- 
Triftram  Shandy,  compared  wit'h  the  prefent  performance,  is  a  re- 
gular and  methodical  work.      Our  author  feems,  by  his  rambling, 
unconnefted  flyle,  to  intend  a  fatire  on  the  obfcure,  defultory,  iii- 
correft  manner  of  the  inferior  modern  novelifts:  neither  do  thole  of  a 
higher  clafs   wholly  efcape  the   fliafts  of  his  ridicule :  a  variety  of 
quotations,  both  in  poetry  and  profe,  many  of  them  from   writers 
of  celebrity,  are  introduced,    in   circumflances   fo   ludicrous,  and 
attended   with   combinations  fo  whimfical,  as  to  render  them,  in 
their  hew  fituations,  truly  laughable. 

The  author  apoloVifes  for  thefe  liberties,  by  declaring  that 
any  paflages  which  he  may  thus  have  fekfted  and  traniplant- 
cd,  were  not  inferted  with  a  dcligu  of  depreciating  their  excel- 
lence, but  merely  to  difplay  a  happy  intricacy  of  ftyle  and  fen- 
timent,  &c.- — and  that  his  fole  intention  has  been,  by  a  mixture  of 
difcordant  parts,  to  produce  a  pleafing  regularity,  with  a  lively  arid 
captivating  variety. 

Under  an  apparently  light  and  fportive  mariner,  fome  flrokes  cf 
keen  and  ingenious  fatire  are  levelred,  not  merely  at  authors  and 
books,  but  at  men  and  meafures. 

The  name  of  Lady  Harriet  Marlow,  in  the  title-page,  is  evident- 
ly ficfitious ;  and  we  can  venture,  little  doubting,  to  afcribe  to  the 
pen  of  a  gentleman  weif  known  for  his  poetical  coi;npofitions,  th'S 
•whimHtal  performance.  We  fubjoin  the  following  fpecimen  of 
our  author's  ftvle  and  manner — 

*  The  dangers  of  a  masquerade. 
*  The  ladies  were  all  in  high  preparation  for  the  enfuing  msf- 
querade,  Mrs.  Maltrever  who  had  vifited  in  her  eafly  days  thecoafl 
of  Malabar,  fixed  upon  the  drefs  of  a  peafant  of  the  Alps,  as  moll 
fuitable  to  her  fituation  Tn  life.  Lucinda  chofe  to  afTume  the  cha- 
rafter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  Margaret  Grimes  was  difguifed  as  car"- 
dinal  Wolfey,  and  the  celeftial  Arabella,  like  a  fimple  dairy-maid, 
iu  white  fattin,  with  a  little  black  feather,  perking  over  her  left 
car, 

*  Appear'd  like  an  angel,  new  drop'd  from  the  fkies.' 

Genera! 
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General  Barton  went  as  an  old  deaths  man,  fir  Sydney  Walker  as 
a  pair  of  nutcrackers,  and  captain  Harland  as  a  blackimith.  When 
Hiey  arrived  at  the.  theatre  in  the  Haymarket,  the  gayety  of  the 
lights,  the  proportions  of  that  elegant  building,  and  the  fplendour 
of  the  ftirrounding  company  delighted  them  beyond  meafure. 
Arabella  felt  an  unufuai  flow  of  fpirits,  and  Lucinda  whifpered  a 
blue  domino  with  particular  emotion.  The  devil  now  feized  Ara- 
bella by  the  hand,  and  fianding  upon  his  head  drank  up  a  whole 
bottle  of  champagne  without  flinching.  This  occafioned  great 
merriment  on  both  fides,  and  fir  Sydney  being  quite  intoxicated, 
added  3  frefli  ftimulus  to  her  vivacity.  Sterne's  melancholy  Maria, 
tireiTed  in  ftraw,  now  advanced  with  a  crowd  of  admirers  in  her 
train  -,  then  toffing  her  head  at  fight  of  Arabella  fhe  faid,  '  well  to 
be  fure,  I  dare  to  fay  this  he.recreter  thinks  herfelf  the  higgeji  beauty 
in  the  place.'  Arabella  no  fooner  heard  this  rude  attack  of  the 
lovely  maniac,  than  fhe  fvvooned  away,  which  threw  three  gentle- 
men into  fits,  and  (battered  the  great  lufl:re  that  was  fufpended  from 
the  dome.  This  was  indeed  a  chance,  but  the  pathetic  Maria  paid 
little  attention  to  the  alarming  confufion  fhe  had  occafioned.  Oil 
the  contrary,  flie  took  her  guitar  and  fung  the  following  mournful 
elegy  with  fuch  invincible  pathos,  that  lord  Mahogany  himfelf,  w.ho 
was  there  in  the  charader  of  a  mile-ftone,  burft  into  tears : 

*  Elegy. 

*  Where  flow  meand'ring  thro'  the  verdant  plain, 

Yon  rill  with  mUrm'ring  melancholy  flows, 
-  Contiguous  to  the  fpot  where,  haplefs  fwain  ! 

Youn^  William's  firaw^clad  cottage  once  afof?. 

*  Loft  in  incomprehenfibility 

Of  thofe  dire  pangs  which  rent  his  tortured  breaft, 
When  on  his  death-bed  laid  with  tnany  a  figh, 
His  foul  departed,  leaving  mc  unbleft. 

*  I  gaily  haften'd  to  the  well-known  fpot. 

Where  I  had  oft  partaken  curds  and  tart, 
Untir'd  by  repetition,  'twas  my  lot, 
To  Ihare  the  dainties  of  his  dairy's  art. 

*  The  fiipp'ry  butter  which  in  daily  courfe. 

Was  by  his  pretty  filler  Mary  made, 
Ah  happy  days,  but  now  diftrefs,  remorfe, 
In  fad  perfedion  my  torn  thoughts  invade. 

*  For  gone  alas  !  are  this  once  blifsful  pair, 

And  anguifh  only  now  remains  for  me ; 
He  left  a  monkey,  that  my  griefs  (hall  (hare, 
And  mourn  the  feafon  I  no  more  fliall  fee. 
This   beautiful  efFufion   was   received   with   unbounded    plaudits, 
when  Mrs.  Mahrever  (creamed  out  '  O  heavens  1  (he's  go.e,  (he's 
Crit.  Rjbv.  Vol.,  XViii.  Da.  1796.  K  k  gpnt; 
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gone,'  at  which  a  failor  exelaim'd  •  yes,  damme  file's  off.'  This 
occafioned  a  violent  burft  of  laughter,  while  Mrs.  Mnltrever  and 
Lucinda  fell  into  the  orcheflra,  and  unfortunately  broke  fignor  Cor- 
vino's  capital  violoncello.'     Vol.  i.   r.  217, 

Atigitjln  Fitzherbert ;  or,  Anecdotes  of  real  CharaBers,  In  a  Series 
of  Letters.  By  the  Author  of  the  Caflle  of  Moiubray,  St.  Ber- 
7iard''s  Priory,  idc.      2.  yols.    ilmo.    ts.feiveJ.  Crolby.    1796. 

There  are  a  few  flories  in  podeffion  of  the  circulating  libraries^ 
ivhrch,  with  feme  fmall  and  not  very  tafteful  variations,  are  played 
off  by  the  whole  band  of  their  mercenaries.  Each  new  novel  re- 
fembles  the  cutting  of  a  polypus  :  the  vegetating  animal  gets  itfelf 
a  new  head  and  tail,  and  crawls  on,  alter  et  idem.  The  unfortu- 
nate are  frequently  advifed  to  look,  below  them;  and  it  may  be 
fome  confolation  to  the  author  of  the  Caftle  of  Mowbrav,  St.  Ber- 
nard's  Priory,  &c.  to  be  informed,  that  we  have  been  obliged  to 
read  worfe  novels  than  even  Angufta  Fitzherbert,  or  Anecdotes  of 
real  Charaders, 

Jaonis  de  Boncceur.    A  Domefich  Tale.  By  Catherine  Lara.   2  T^ols. 
l2mo.     ys.  fewed.      Ridgway.      1796. 

The  prefent  produftion  (which,  we  are  informed,  is  a  tranflation 
from  the  French,  with  alterations  and  additions)  by  no  means  juf- 
tines  the  writer  in  the  air  of  aiTumptign  with  which  flie  defcants, 
in  her  Preface,  on  novels  and  novel-writers.  '  Common  fenfe  and 
reafon,'  are  not  more  fet  at  defiance  by  the  introduction  of  '  fuper- 
natUral  agency,  or  fantaftic  tales  of  caftles,  ghofls,  and  fkeletons,' 
than  bv  the  overfhained  affeftation  of  fentiment  and  feeling,  which 
characferifes  this  performance.  '  The  charaders  exhibited  (we  arc 
told  by  the  tranflator)  are  conflantJy  to  be  met  with  in  fociety,  in- 
fluenctd  by  thofe  paflions,  and  poflefling  thofe  qualities,  that  belong 
to  human  nature — the  events  being  natural,  and  fuch  as  it  is  hop- 
ed will  excite  and  fuflain  an  intereft  throughout  the  perufal.' — We 
know  not  how  common  it  mis;ht  have  been,  under  the  former  ao- 
vernment  in  France,  to  meet  with  fons  who  forfwore  all  civil  em- 
ployment and  focial  connexions,  left  they  fliould  feparate  tliem  from 
*  the  felicity  which  they  enjoyed  in  the  fociety  of  an  idolized  fa- 
ther,* and  who  were  conftantly  teftifying  their  filial  love  and  duty,  by- 
weeping,  fobbing,  and  embracing,  with  more  than  feminine  weak- 
nefs  : — but,  in  an  Englifn  reader,  fuch  defcriptions  are  little  calcu- 
lated to  excite,  fympathy.  The  language  of  genuine  fenfibility  and 
affeftion  is  very  diftinct  from  this  extravagance,  which  may  pro- 
duce affeftation  or  provoke  difguft,  but  will  never  touch  the  heart. 

Durval  and  Adelaide.  A  Noi'el.  By  Catherine  Lara.   l2mo:   3;.  6d. 
ftzved.     Ridgway.     1 796. 

Another  tranflation  from  the  French  by  the  fame  author: — -the 
ftyie  and  fentimentse  qually  inflated  : — but  the  extravagance  and  tn- 

*  thufiafm 
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thuflurm  of  love  is,  perhaps,  more  natural,  and  therefore  more 
probable,  than  that  of  filial  doty  :  the  latter  is  a  fober  feeling,  and, 
however  fincere  and  tender,  very  diftinft  from  the  flights  and  ex- 
cefles  of  paffion.  The  virtue  of  filicide,  in  any  cafe,  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  recommended.  French  fentiment  (at  leafl,  thofe  hi'jb- 
wrought  notions  of  fantaftic  honour  and  loyalty,  which  were  incul- 
cated under  the  old  feudal  fyftem  of  government)  is  too  fanatical 
2nd  too  artificial  for  pJain  Englifli  common  i^nie, 

Mai'ia.  ;   or,  the  Vicarage,     A  Novel.      2  I^'ols.     i2mo,     bi./ezi^ed, 
Hookaam  ajid  Carpenter.      1 796. 

Thefe  little  volumes  appear  to  have  been  the  pi'oduftion  of  a 
young,  amiable,  uncorrupted  mind;  and  we  give  the  writer  credit 
for  laudable  intention: — but,  to  borrow  his  own  metaphor  from  the 
Preface,  the  performance  bears  no  unapt  refemblance  to  '  a  level 
plat  of  green,'  in  which  th*ere  is  ijothing  either  to  offend  or  to  arreft 
the  eye.  The  ftyle  would  have  been  better  had  it  been  lefs  labour- 
ed ;  Tuenjiired  profe  difgulh  the  ear  by  its  mellifluous,  monotonous 
uniformity:  and  defcriptiojis  of  inanimate  nature  (in  which  this  ■ 
novel  abounds),  unconnected  with  paflion  or  fentiment,  muft  al- 
ways be  tirefome  and  uniuterejfting. — Ncverthelefs,  this  perform- 
ance is  not  ill  calculated  to  pleafe  young  readers,  though  fcarcely 
fitted  to  abide  the  ordeal  of  criticifm  :  and,  fiiould  our  conjecture? 
be  right  refpecting  ti>e  youth  of  the  author,  we  would  not  difcou- 
rage  him  in  his  literary  career. — There  may  be  timp,  as  well  as 
room,  for  future  improvement. 

MEDICAL  AND  ANATOMICAL. 

Dialogues  beticeen  a  Pupil  of  the  late  John  Hmiter,  and  Jeffi  Foot^ 
including  Fajfages  in  Darvjiii^s   Zoonomia.      dvo.      ^s»     Becket. 

1795- 

All  former  attempts  to  vilify  the  reputation  of  Mr.  J^  Hunter 
having  failed,  our  author  now  attempts  the  form  of  dialogue,  a 
mode  of  writing  (it  may  be  obferved  with  truth)  more  calculated 
to  influence  the  paffions  than  fix  the  judgment. 

The  Dedication  is  pompouily  addrefled  to  the  '  memory  of  Dr. 
Adair  Crawford.'  The  Preface  is  principally  occupied  by  a  varie- 
ty of  attempts  at  criticifm  on  the  compofitioij  of  dialogues  ;  and 
Dr.  Hurd  is  honoured  with  the  palm  of  fuperiority  in  this  fpecies 
of  literature, — nay  even  is  made  the  model  for  the  work  before  us. 

Enter  Mr.  Foot  and  Pupil. 

*  Pupil,  You  will  pardon  the  freedom  which  I  have  taken  of  in- 
terrupting your  attention,  but  my  zeaJ  for  enquiry  after  truth  has 
led  me  to  foUcit  a  coaved'ation  with  you. 

*  Foot.  May  I  beg  to  know  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  ho- 
nour of  this  vifit  ? 

*  Puph  I  was  a  papil  of  the  ia-te  John  Hunter,  and  as  I  admire 

K  k  a  candour 
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candour  too  much  to  imagine,  that  I  fhall  be  tlie  worfe  receivcti  83/ 
you,  I  {hall  not  hefitate  in  announcing,  tliat  the  dodrines  which  I 
imbibed  from  my  late  preceptor,  have  been  ftrongly  imprefPed  upon 
my  mind,  altiiough  I  trufl,  they  have  not  warped  my  judgment.' 
p.  I. 

Thus  begins  the  converfation  between  Foot  and  Foot : — having 
the  misfortune  not  to  have  roufcd  the  intereft  or  indignation  of  one 
fo'itary  medical  antagonift,  he  now  Itarts  a  controverfv  with  him- 
felf. 

The  fubjeclT's  of  thefe  dialogues  are  the  old  flories  abridged,  of 
the  difputes  between  Mr.  Foot  and  himfelf,  concerning  Mr.  Hun- 
ter's dodrines  and  practice,  in  all  of  which  the  difputant  Fool  is 
of  courfe  the  viftor. 

The  author  prelbmes  to  dirgft  the  difpofition  of  Mr.  Hunter's 
dolle£tion,  and  to  eftimate  its  utility  and  its  value,  witiiout  having 
ever  leen  it!  ! — Dr.  Darwin  is  alfo  brought  under  his  difpIeaAire; 
and  we  feel  fome  difficulty  in  retraining  our  laughter  at  the  info- 
lence  and  folly  of  fuch  criticifm. 

A  new  and  compendious  Treatife  of  Anatomv^  and  Proportions  of  the 
Human  Figure,   adapted  to   the  Arti  of  Defryning,   Paintings  and 
Sculpture^  iliu/iraled  with  Copper-plates.     Defgned  principally  for 
the  Information  of  fuck   Ladies   as  prailife  the   above  Arts;   and 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  all  Students^  ivho  ivijk  to  acquire  Corre^nefs 
in  the  Outline  of  the  Human  Figure.      By  W.  F.  Wells.    \io.    5/, 
fetoed.     Hookham  ^j7;^/ Carpenter.      1796. 
Our  great -grand  mothers  would  have  laid  down  their  fpe(flacles, 
^Q  been  ftruck  dumb  with  aftonifliment,  at  the  title-page  of  this 
treatife  ;  but  the  prolific  licences  of  modern  times  create  an  incal- 
culable variety  of  new  manners.     The  arts  of  defigning,  painting, 
and  fculpture,  aie  become  lafhionable  points  of  education  among 
ladies ;  and  the  work  before  us  is  addreiTed  efpecially  to  them.^-- 
*  To  the   ftudent  who  wifl^es  to  acquire  correftnefs  in  the  outline 
o^  the  human  figure,'  the  author  flates  this  treatife  to  be  '  abfolute- 
lutely  neceffary.' — Wedifter  from  him  in  appreciating  the  ufe and  ne-? 
ceflity  of  anatomical  knowledge,  for  the  perfons  to  whom  he  thinks  it 
fo  abfolutely  neceffary.  We  believe  (and  not  without  fome  knowledge 
for  the  foundation  of  our  belief)   that  an  acquaintance  with  ana- 
tomy afliftsthe  draughtfman  only  in  one  way,  and  that  is  bydirecft- 
ing  his  attention  more  clofcly  and  more  correft ly  to  all  the  fevera^ 
parts  of  a  figure,  and  their  various  changes  or  ftates.     In  this  re- 
fpe6t,  the  attention  of  the  mind  being  more  co!np;ehenfively  fixed, 
find  tl;e  fenfes  more  perfeftly  applied,  a   better  view  of  an  object 
may  be  obtained,  than  would  be  otherwife  formed.     The  common 
fuppofition,  that  fhe  knowledge  of  anatomy  teaches  the  painter  to 
carry  in  his  mind  all  the  alterations  of  form   which   the   different 
parts  of  the  bcdy  undergo  from  the  adions  of  ir.ufcles,  is  by  no 
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means  true.  The  moft  accurate  anatomift,  who  is  hi  the  daily  ha- 
bit of  demonfti-ating  the  flruclure  of  the  human  body,  cannot  ex- 
ert fuch  a  power,  much  lefs  the  Imatterer;  and  we  believe  that  all 
the  mofl  accurate  draughtfmen  trufi:  only  to  reprefen  tat  ions  of  real 
jiature  placed  before  them.  Anatomy  is,  however,  a  ufeful  fludy 
to  the  artift,  in  as  far  as  it  enlarges  his  conceptions  of  the  nature  of 
thofe  changes  exhibited  in  the  human  body  during  motion,  and 
thereby  directs  his  eye  more  attentively  to  their  various  reprefenta- 
lions. 

The  treatife  is  a  neat  quarto,  confining  of  nineteen  pages,  and 
fix  plates  of  outlines,  with  (haded  figures  of  Ikeletons  and  fuperfi- 
cial  mufcles,  done  in  imitation  of  chalk  drawings.  There  are  two 
of  thefe  plates  containing  the  proportions  of  the  face,  head,  and 
human  figure  generally.  The  execution  of  the  whole  work  js  mo-? 
dernly  neat,  but  not  very  accurate. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

jA  Triplet  of  Inventions,  coirfif.ing  of  a  Defcription  of  a  KoHurnnl 
cr  Diurnal  Telegraph  ;  a  Propofal  for  an  Univerfal  CharaBer ; 
and  a  Scheme  for  facilitating  the  Progt  efs  of  Science,  exemplifed 
in  the  Oftcological  Part  of  Anatomy.  By  Thoinas  Northmore,  Efq. 
M.  A.  F.S.J.     8vo.      is.     Owen.     1796. 

This  little  fketch  proceeds  from  the  pen  of  a  gentleman  well 
known  in  the  literary  world,  who,  in  his  dedication  to  a  friend,  very 
juftly  obferves,  that  the  gems  of  many  ufeful  inventions  lie  dormant 
in  the  old  Greek  fcholia,  and  that  the  prefenting  of  them  to  the 
public  in  a  modern  dj-efs  would  be  a  work  of  confiderable  utility. 
To  perform  this  talk,  we  know  of  no  perfon  fo  well  calculated} 
both  by  abilities,  fortune,  and  leifure,  as  our  author :  and  we  per- 
fuade  ourfelves  that,  in  his  retirement  in  the  country,  he  will  execute 
it  with  great  fatisfaftion  to  himfelf  and  advantage  to  the  public, 
%vithcut  encroaching  too  much  upon  the  time  allotted  to  the  duties 
of  a  magiflrate,  or  kind  offices  to  his  neighbours,  In  the  publica- 
tion before  us,  is  an  account  of  a  ufeful  mode  of  difpofing  four 
lamps  to  reprefent  every  charafter  in  the  alphabet ;  by  which,  infor- 
mation may  be  given  in  a  clear  night  as  well  as  by  day  :  but  the 
writer  is  not  perhaps  aware  that  his  invention  would  difturb  the  red 
of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  ;  and  that  the  reafon  given  for  not 
adopting  nodurnal  fignals,  is  their  Aippofed  inutility,  from  their 
Jordiliips  not  being  in  the  habit  of  liokiing  their  boards  at  night. 
The  fervants  of  the  public  ought,  indeed,  to  be  ready  by  night  as 
well  as  by  day ;  and  nofturnal  fignals  may  at  times  be  as  much 
lyanted  as  diurnal;  but  this  frivolous  objeftion  will,  we  fear,  be  too 
much  for  any  powers  of  reafoning.  Fropofals  for  a  univerfal  cha> 
rader  have  been  often  made  ;  and  the  inveftigation  leads  to  a  better- 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  language:  but  the  difficulty  of 
remembering  mere  numbers,  to  be  fubilituied  as  marks  for  our 

ideasj 
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ideas,  nppears  to  us  an  infurmountable  objection  to  the  plan  before 
lis.  On  the  propofal  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  fcience,  by  adopt- 
ing plain  EngllQi  words  inftead  of  fantaftical  Greek  or  Latin 
ones,  we  agree  entirely  with  our  author.  Forehead  lone  founds 
as  well  in  converfation  as  os  frotitis^  check  bones  2i%  ojfa  malarui/ij 
grinders  as  Molares,  hip  hones  as  oJfa  innominata  ;  and,  befides  the 
advantage  gained  by  making  converfation  intelligible  to  a  whole 
company,  we  (hall  be  faved  the  mortification  oi  hearing  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages  tortured  by  an  half-educated  furgeon  or  phy- 
ficiaa. 

The  Ghojly  by  Felix  Phantom.  Part  Fir  ft.  25  Numbersy  zd.  each. 
Small  Folio.  Mudie,  Edinburgh.  1796. 
Although  it  is  not  our  ufual  practice  to  notice  periodical  works 
before  they  are  completed, — yet  as  the  authors  of  the  Ghofl;  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  fend  us  this  coi)y,  we  fliall  tell  them  frankly, 
that,  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before  us,  we  are  not  difpofed 
to  think  highly  of  the  undertaking.  Moft  of  the  papers  are  of  a 
verv  flimfy  texture, — the  wit  very  thinly  fcattered,  and  the  fentiments 
trite  and  common.  They  may,  however,  improve  in  their  pro- 
grefs,  and  would  certainly  be  better  adapted  to  general  ufe,  if  the 
authors  avoided  allufionsto  living  charafrcrs,  and  petty  difputes  with 
rivals  or  enemies,  which  are  of  no  confequence  to  the  public,  and 
jiot  even  a  fource  of  amufement.  The  criticifm  on  the  tragedy  of 
j3ouglas  is  one  of  tjie  beft  aiHicles ;  and  it  has  the  merit  of  being 
original  in  its  dcfign.  Until  very  lately,  any  reflexions  upon  that 
j)ray  would  have  been  a  dangerous  herefy  in  the  metropolis  of 
iicotland. 

Th?  Art  cf  groiviitg  Rich,      %vo.      is.      Evans.      1796. 

Who  would  not  grow  rich  ?  and  who  is  there  (o  careful  of  his 
money  as  not  to  lay  out  a  fliilling  for  a  book  which  teaches  him 
the  way  to  wealth  ?  The  writer  glances  at  the  dirty  roads,  fuch  as 
thofe  of  lawyers  pleading  for  a  bad  caufe,  members  of  the  legifla- 
rnre  voting  for  bribes,  phyficians  duping  their  patients,  divines  fub- 
fcribing  articles  which  they  <^o  not  believe, — and  then  exhorts  his 
^•eaders  to  prefer  the  clean  ones  of  frugality  and  indullry,  and  to 
keep  the  flraig'it  path,  when  thepoft  points  on  the  right  and  left  to 
avarice  and  prodigality.  The  character  of  Firmin,  well  acquainted 
with  the  art  recommended  by  the  writer,  concludes  the  work, 
which  we  hope  will  go  fome  way  towards  enriching  the  author, 
who  is  probably  better  acquaiiited  with  the  theory  than  the  prai^icc 
©f  his  art. 


C  O  Pv  R  E  S  P  O  N  D  E  N  C  E. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin,  ZOtl)  Sepiemier,   1"]^^. 
Gentlemen, 
ON  my  retursi  hither  from  tl-.c  country  this  day,  I  received  your  Review  fc.r 
liJl  mpnth,  aiiJ  h  ipe  vou  will  excufc  the  libcity  I  take  in  poiutinj  out  a  few 
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Juifquotations  in  your  criticifm  on  my  Effay  on  the  Biblical  Hebrew,  which,  I- 
am  perfuadcd,  have  arifen  from  inadvertency,  and  which,  I  truft,  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  acknowledge  in  your  nest  number. 

In  ]jag;e  4  ;8  you  afc,  '  How  J»^  is  like  an  ox  /*  or  if  like  an  ox,  li!<e  a  captain 
or  leader  ?  but  Airely  I  did  not  lay  it  had  fuch  a  refeniblaiice;  my  words  ar« 
(p.  8;)  *  Ji^  ale^h  iigfiiiics  an  ox,  to  the  Iiead  and  horns  of  which  it  has  fonie 
(imiiitude  :  and  as  it  alfo  fignilies  a  captain  or  leader,  it  is  aptly  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  alphabet.* 

You  proceed  and  alk,  *  But  admitting  thefe  refemblances  to  be  ever  fo  per-» 
fe(5t:,  what  affinity  can  tliere  be  between  the  figure  and  the  fo'ynd  ?'  certainly 
1  did  n'  t  fay  there  wa^  an  affinity,  but  that  the  letters  have  a.tefemblanee  to 
the  things  fijrnified  by  the  names  ;  ?.nd  added,  that,  '  If  the  refcmblance  in  the 
partial  rcprefcntation  of  animals,  for  inftance,  had  been  more  fti  iking,  it  would 
probably  be  too  piifturefque  lor  ufe,  and  too  hieroglyphical  for  the  l<i-!u,  which 
forbad  all  fuch  images,  or  likencfTes  of  things,  as  might  lead  to  idolatry 
(p.  92).'  Vv'hat  is  there  in  this  fo  chimerical  as  what  you  yourfelves  have  faid  of 
the  acph  of  the  Phoenicians  ? 

Permit  me  to  advert  to  a  few  other  pafTagcs,  and  firft,  to  the  '  ficip,  as  ynu 
are  plcafed  to  call  it,  (p.  4-^8)  from  hieroglyphics  to  ekmentary  founds,  which 
you  fay  I  regard  as  fo  eafy.'  Herr;  you  fecm  to  me  to  allude  to  my  quotation 
fiom  Doctor  Warb'irton  (p.  84)  :  but,  if  you  will  pleafe  to  look  itjto  page  8z, 
y<;U  will  find  I  have  taken  notice  of  a  gradation  in  the  different  fpccics  of 
iiercgl-nkic  Jrmilitudes,  previous  to  the  invention  of  letters. 

In  difcultiiig  the  cL.inis  of  different  nations,  yon  fay,  (p.  437)  '  the  ''.'ryn- 
tia'is  are  fuppofed  by  me  to  have  obtained  the  knowledge  of  letter-*  from  the 
trade  they  car' led  on  withTyre  andSidon,  it  bt-ing  evident  from  the  bihle  hiftoi  y 
that  the  Egyptians  were  polTcffed  of  letters  before  either  of  thefe  cities  were 
founded.*  Whether  they  were  or  not,  I  have  not  taken  upon  me  to  determine; 
1  have  only  lemarUed  Ly pathetically  (p.  77)  that,  '  if'.ve  attend  to  coTnmereial  tonfi- 
derations,  the  Phcrnic!ans  will  appear  to  have  the  beil  claim,  as  they  were  thet 
firft  and  grcateft  commercial  nation  of  antiquity;  it  is  therefore  probable  they 
communicated  letters  to  the  Egyptians  and  other  nations,  who  tradcJ  to  the 
celebrated  porf;  of  Tyre  and  .S  don.' 

You  ha^e  alfo  fjid,  with  refpedl  to  the  origin  of  letters,  that,  '  I  confider 
them  as  coeval  with  Adam,'  whereas  I  have  only  cited  this  a'  the  ojiinion  of 
Walton  and  other  learned  writers  (p.  go),  without  venturing  to  affign  myftlf 
any  precT-;  date  or  a:ra  of  their  origin ;  but  having  noticed  thi  opir.ion  of 
Plato  and  Tully,  with  rcfpeCt  to  their  divin.e  original  (in  which  I  am  ghid  ro 
find  you  Cjncur),  I  have  faid,  that,  '  if  any  alphabet  now  ex.ifl.ng  could  pre- 
tend to  fuch  an  original,  the  Hebrew  will  appear  to  have  the  bell  tit'e  to  it  ;* 
and  I  have  given  my  reafons,  p.  F4,  &c. 

Thefe  few  remarks  I  thought  it  ntce(r?.ry  in  my  own  juftification  to  fend 
you.  With  rcf;.'e(ft  to  •  your  difficulties  or  exceptions,'  on  a  few  other  points, 
1  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  any — efpe  ially  as  you  have  po'itt'y  affured  me, 
that  you  '  have  been  influr.nced  by  no  motive  but  concern  for  the  truth  ;'  to 
this  I  resdily  aiTent,  and  corifider  myfelf  much  obliged  by  the  flattcr':ig  man- 
lier in  which  you  have  expieffisd  youifclves  on  many  parts  of  my  publication. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  nofi'  obedient  f-'vant, 
GERALD  FITZGERALD, 


Whether  inadvertency  be  chargeable  on  ourfelves  or  the  doiftor,  we  leave 
our  readers  to  determine ;  but  had  Dr.  Fitzgerald  written  his  Ltter  in  Irfs 
Jiafte,  we  think  mifquotations  would  not  have  been  imputed  to  us,  where  we 
had  not  quoted  at  all- 

In  the  firil  inlfancc",  cur  queftiors  proceeded  from  the  do<5lrine  in  p.  84,  '  that 
the  Hebrew  a'phabct  had  the  hell  title  to  a  divine  origin,  from  tne  beautiful 
ftruilure  of  i-s  letter^,  each  denoting  fome  figure  to  which  it  bea  s  an  ana- 
logy or  rcfemb'ance  :  wlienre  they  may  ht  dct-'.ic^  ccntrjflid  delineations  nf  the 
ebje^s  ii'hi^-/j  they  /ignify.'  -Surely,  here  was  ground  fufncient  for  the  qnellions, 
'  How  is  Jyf  like  an  ox  ?  or,  if  like  an  ox,  lihe  a  c-.ptain  or  leader?'  Shoubl  the 
doiiior  arivi^er,  that  the  ilmiiitude  to  the  -..x  couCils  iii  a  pa  tial  rcfembiince 
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tif  figure,  and  to  the  captain  or  leader  in  analogy  cf  place, — it  is  oovioiw  to  rcpl)'; 
that  thuut!;h  tlie  former  fignifieation  correfpotid  to  the  definirioii  (part  bcing^ 
put  for  the  whole),  the  latter  is  not  only  void  of  all  I'uch  rcfcmblancc,  but,  in 
this  fecondary  ftnie,  of  all  claim  to  a  divine  or  gin,  from  the  beauty  of  its 
llru(fture ;  fince,  as  the  firft  letter  of  th  •  Hebrew  alphabet,  its  pretenfions  are 
no  better  than  the  firft  letter  of  any  other  :  nor,  perhaps,  equal  to  the  Chrill- 
crols  at  the  head  of  the  horn-boolt. 

I  he  propriety  of  our  aiking,  in  the  next  inftance,  >wfiat  affinity  can  there 
be,  between  the  fifjurc  of  a  letter,  and  the  found  ?  is  pertinent,  we  think,  to 
tlis  dfxftor's  admiflion  '  that  the  elementary  founds  of  letters  were  prior  to 
their  forms;'  which  if  fo,  the  divine  origin  of  letters  fhould  have  been  de- 
duced from  the  fignificance  of  found  of  each  (as  a  7Tp  Jn^H))  rather  than 
from  a  Uhmfs  dcfiHute  of  tcfcmhlancc.  For,  that  fuch  is  the  likenefs  the  doftor 
infifts  on,  is  evident  from  what  follows: — "  if  the  refemblance  in  this  partial 
rrprefentution  of  anmials  had  been  more  ftriking,  i:  would,  probably,  be  too 
piclurefque  for  ufc,  and  too  hieroglyphical  for  the  la-j.',  which  forbad  all  fuch 
images  or  likenelfes  of  things  as  might  lead  to  idolatry,'  p.  92.  Hence  tlieti 
tlie  execration  in  Tom  Thumb  — 

'  Curs'd  be  the  man  that  firft  z.finiile  made, 
And  liken  J  things  chat  are  not  Hie  at  aW — 
Ihou'id.  in  fiiture,  be  reverfed. 

But  Dr.  Fitzgerald  afks :  '  What  is  there  in  this  fo  chimerical,  as  what  you  your- 
felves  have  faid  of  the  aleph  of  the  Phcenicians?'  With  chimeras  we  have  i!o 
concern.  Whoever  w.ll  look  at  fg.  2.  pi.  49.  tom.  i.  of  Moi/umeiis  Egyp- 
t  ens,  may  there  fee  the  Phoenician  aleph  fo  reprefented,  as  fuliy  to  juiiiiy 
sll  we  have  laid  of  hnjigure;  and  as  to  its  name,  we  think  Dr.  Fitzgerald  can 

have  nothing  to  object  to  its  derivation  from  \jt^  \  cofutavit;  whence  flyj^ 

fignifics  a  conjimilkn  of  correfpondcnt  organs. 

In  refpedt  to  the  ikip  from  hieroglyphics  to  elementary  founds,  we  are  re- 
ferred to  the  gradation  of  hierog:yphic  fmiilitudes  in  p.  92.  It  was  what  there 
occurred  that  fuggefted  our  remark.  However  eafy  the  t 'anfition  maybe  from 
a  more  to  a  Icfs  complex  fpecies  of  pi  (Sure- writing,  which  either  delineates  or 
fymboiifci  objeiSts ;  between  fuch  and  the  reprcfentation  by  forms  of  finglc 
elementary  founds,  there  is  not,  that  we  can  perceive,  the  flignteft  trace  of  gra- 
dation ;  but  the  tranfition  is  a  feip  that  we  cannot  follow. 

In  faying  that  Dr.  Fitzgerald  fuppofcd  the  Egyptians  to  have  obtained  the 
knijwledgc  of  letters  f?om  chc  trade  they  carried  on  with  Tyre  and  Sidon,  we 
thought,  and  ftill  think,  oiirfclves  fully  warranted.  The  doctor  obfcrves — *  I 
only  remarked  ;'  and  he  now  adds,  '■  hypathetically  '  that  *■  if  ive  attend  to  com- 
v.erciai  confidcrations ,'  the  Phcenicians  will  appear  to  have  the  beft  claim  :  as  they 
tvere  the  firft  and  grcateft  commercial  nation  of  antiquity,  it  is  therefore  probable 
that  they  convnunicated  letters  to  the  Egyptians  and  other  nations  who  traded 
to  the  celebrated  ports  of  Tyre  and  Sidon.'  Now,  if  thisbe  not,  in  the  judgment 
of  every  one,  the  dodlor  excepted,  enough  to  juftify  our  cxpreflion,  we  fin- 
cere' y  crave  his  pardon  ;  but  we  could  not  fuppofe  that  the  di  dlor  would  have 
nlle^cd  commercial  confidcrations  as  the  ground  of  an  argument  that  involved 
a  condufion-in  oppoficionto  fadt. 

Dr.  Fit,z^erald  further  reprehends  us  for  having  charged  him  with  confider- 
ing  t.he  oii;:in  of  letters  as  coeval  with  Adam, '  whereas  (he  add<)  I  have  only 
citcil  this  as  the  opinion  of  Walton  and  other  learned  writers  (p.  80),  without 
ventuiing  to  afTign  mvfelf  any  prccife  date  or  sera  of  their  origin.'  If,  how- 
ever, we  have  done  this  upon  infuflicicnt  ground,  the  dodor  himlelf  fhall  de- 
cide; for,  after  a.n  clahorate  citation  of  authorities  from  Walton  and  others, 
tu  prove  the  point  in  queftion,  he  fubjoins — <  what  thcfe  0UI  charadters  were, 
(viz.  that  tfi  to  learned  fn  m  Adam,  &c.)  is  a  qneilion  that  may  beft  be  deter- 
mined by  recurring  to  the  firft  formation  of  eicm-ntary  charaAcn  m  geiicral, 
and  cf  the  Heiretn  alphabet  in  particular.'  From  this,  and  more  that  follows,  we 
held  onrlclves  jufttfied  m  fuppofiug  the  dotlor  in  agreement  whh  the  authors 
he  had  cited  ;  and  though  we  be  c  tifured  by  him  for  having  drjwn  this  infc- 
ifnce,  T  i-:  obvous  from  his  letter  that  he  has  not  rendunceri  it. 

Taking  our  leave  of  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  we  fo  emnly  adure  him,  that  we  fb(  u'd 
have  been  e'ad,  if,  confiftently  with  our  duty,  w*  could  have  fpokcn  »!  h'» 
t>*o'i  with  unreierved  co:t  niCihiatioH. 
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FOREIGN    ARTICLES. 

JDofir'ina  Niimontm  Veterum  confcr'ipta  a  Jofepho  Eckhel  ^he- 
fauro  dvfareo  ISlumorum,  Gemmarumque  Veterum^  et  Ret 
Afitiquatia-  in  Unlverjitate  V'lndobonenji  docetidce  prcsfe^o. 
Pars.  I.  de  Numis  Urhlum^  Populorum,  Regum.  Kg.'utnen 
II.  continens  reliquas  Europce  Regioncs  cum  Parte  Afi^e  Mi- 
noris.     410.     Vindobonx.     1794-     Imported  by  Edwards. 

^T^HE  particular  account  which  was  fubmitted  to  our  read- 
-*•  ers  in  a  former  Appendix,  of  the  firft  volume  of  this 
elaborate  work,  has,  we  doubt  not,  excited,  in  thofe  who  are 
ftudious  of  antiquity,  a  defire  to  fee  it  continued.  Referring, 
therefore,  to  p.  497  of  the  Vlllth  volume  of  our  New  Ar- 
rangement, for  the  outline  of  abbe  Eckhel's  plan,  prolego- 
mena, and  retrofpedt,  on  the  coins  of  Spain,  Gaul,  Britain, 
Germany,  and  Italy,  with  its  iilands, — we  here  refume  our 
courfe,  and,  as  the  countries  fubjoined  are  the  objefts  of  his 
refearch,  point  out  in  our  progrefs  thofe  views  that  princi- 
pally Catch  our  attention. ;  premifing,  however,  that  though 
they  may  fugged  fome  cafual  notions  of  the  work,  thefe  mull 
be  fuch  as  will  be  very  inadequate  to  its  merits. 

The  countries  in  order  are  :  Cherfonefus  Taurica — Sarma- 
tia  Europaea — Dacia  —  Mcefia  fuperior — Mocfia  inferior — 
Thracia — CherfonefusThracia — Pseonia— Macedonia— llicf- 
faiia  —  Liburnia  —  Dalmatia  —  Illyricum — Epirus  — Corcyra 
inf. — Acarnania — JEtoVid. — Locris — Phocis — Boectia — Attica 
— ^Peloponnefus — Achaia — Elis  — Cephallenia  inf — MefTenia 
- — Laconia — ArgoUs — Arcadia — Creta  inf.— Euboea  inf. — In- 
App.  Vol.  XVIII.  New  Arr.  L  1  fulx 
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fulx  /^'gici  iiiiiioresEuropa^x — BofporusCimmerlus — Ponfus 
—  Paplilagonia  —  Bithynia  —  Myfia — Troas — iEolis — Lefbus 
inf. — Ionia — Caria. 

Of  each  region  a  geographical  fummary  is  given,  and  the 
departments  or  cities  {ignahfetl  in  it,  enumerated,  with  their 
rcfpedlive  coins,  apcording  to  alphabetical  order,  and  their 
proper  difcrimlnations.  Thus,  after  noticing  thofe  of  Hcra- 
clca  Chcrloncjuh^  the  raedalifl  is  cautioned  againfl:  confounding 
thefe  with  thofe  of  Chcrfonefus  Crctica  ;  a  diftinftion  firft 
made  by  M.  Pellcrin.  Under  Almum^  in  Moefia  Superior,  a 
coin,  in  the  mufeum  of  Hunter,  with  AAMONI,  which 
Dr.  Combe  refers  thither,  abbe  Eckhel  hefitates  to  adr 
mit ;  that  country  not  having  been  inhabited  by  Greeks, 
and  the  device  of  a  fliip,  as  well  as  the  fabric  of  the  coin, 
better  correfponding  with  fome  one  of  the  Archipelagan 
jflands.  Vimnacium  has  a  long  inveftigation  to  fettle  its  epo- 
cha,  and  that  of  Dacla  infcribed  on  its  coins.  An  infcription 
on  thofe  of  ATarclmiopolh  and  Nicopolis  gives  occafion  to 
expatiate  on  the  office  of  xiys/woiv,  though  not  to  the  extent  we 
had  hoped  ;  for  the  precife  fignifications  of  nyB/xuv  and  'nyef^o- 
viuui  in  the  gofpel  of  I^uke  have  not  been  as  yet  afcertained. 
Refpecling  the  coins  of  Abdera,  a  diflin6lion  marked  by  abbe' 
Neumann  is  adopted ;  viz.  that  thofe  which  exhibit  a  gryphon 
looking  we'lward,  are  Teian.,  but  eaflward,  of  j^bdera.  To 
this,  however,  we  cannot  but  except ;  for  fig.  viii.  and  ix.  t.  i. 
of  Hunter,  evince  the  dillinclion  to  be  unfounded,  as  "the 
gryphons,  on  thofe  coins  of  Abdera,  look  both  ways.  A  deci- 
sive obfervacion  is  made  to  afcertain  the  coins  of  Trajanopo- 
lis  in  ^hracc^  from  thofe  of  the  city  in  Fhrygla  fo  called  ;  the 
magirtrates  on  the  former  being  flyled  hyB/J-ovsg,  and  on  the 
latter  apy^ovlsg.  Many  important  remarks  occur  on  the  kings 
of  Afacedonia,  and  a  dlfquifition  on  the  Phiilppi  referred  to 
by  Horace  : 

Gratus  Alexandra  repi  maono  fuit  Hie 
Chcerilus,  inciiltis  qui  verlibus  et  male  natis 
RettuUt  acceptos,  regale  numifma,  Philippos. 

In  treating,  neverthelefs,  of  thecoIiTs  of  Alexander,  though  the 
learned  abbe  has  again  gone  over  the  numerous  clafs  with 
the  head  of  Hercules  on  one  fide  and  the  Zeus  Nicephorus  oa 
the  other,  the  main  points  of  the  fubje6l  are  ftill  left  in  dark- 
nefs.  Nor  can  we  think  him  more  fortunate  as  to  the  coins 
with  thefe  devices  afcribed  to  Ace,  in  which,  though  he 
profefles  to  follow  Barthelemy  and  Pellerin,  he  exprefles  the 
i-atter  Phoenician  character  diiterently,  they  making  it  a  Capk 
"^j  and  he  a  Kot)h  p  ;  which  we  recolledl  he  before  did  in  his 
I^iivii  Veieres,    li  there  be  any  one  coin  with  a  Fhceniciau, 

infcription. 
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Infcription,  apparently  belonging  to  Ace,  it  is  neither  of 
thofe  with  the  chara6lers  liarthelemy,  Pellerin,  and  this 
author  fuppofe;  but  that  given  by  Mr.  Duten?  at  the  head  of 
his  Preface,  the  firrt  letter  on  which  is  unqueftlonably  J>^, 
Alcph^  whilft,  on  the  other  coins,  the  firft  letter  is  as  iiidil- 
putably  3;,  Oin  \  but,  as  the  purfult  of  this  fubje£t  would 
lead  us  too  far,  we  will  only  add  (with  a  doubt,  however, 
whether  the  fecond  letter  on  Mr.  Dutens'  coin  be  *1,  Caph) 
that  the  fecond  upon  the  reft  is  indifputably  a  "^j  Rejch;  for 
which  we  appeal  to  Mr.  Dutens'  alphabet,  and  the  authorities 
collected  in  a  MS.  work,  which  is  ihortly  defigned  for  the 
prcfs. — The  Phcenician  numerals  on  thefe  coins,  though  re- 
quiring elucidation,  arc  altogether  palled  over  in  filence  ; 
thofe,  however,  in  Greek,  of  the  different  cities,  are  well 
explained  ;  and  upon  the  coins  of  Alexander,  after  his  death, 
we  meet  with  many  judicious  remarks. 

The  hgure  hitherto  fuppofed  to  have  been  intended  for 
Viflory,  on  a  coin  of  Demetrius  the  Firft,  is  proved,  on  claf- 
fical  grounds,  to  be  Fame.  Illuftrative  of  other  devices,  a 
difquifition  occurs  on  Pan^  the  Caujia^  and  s}i\Q  Or ci  galea  oi 
Perfeus, — which  laft,  if  fifted  to  the  bottom,  will  be  found, 
perhaps,  nothing  other  than  a  fymbol  of  the  nofturual  he- 
mifphere. 

Going  through  Theffaly,  on  the  coins  of  Demetrlas  Sacra,  a 
diflertation  is  inferted,  in  which  the  author  and  Dr.  Combe 
materially  differ.  Under  Phero',  the  fubftance  of  what  the 
abbe  had  before  detailed  in  his  Numi  Veteres^  is  repeated.  It 
will  not,  on  this  head,  be  impertinent  to  remark  that  it  is 
fhevvn,  in  the  MS.  before  referred  to,  where  water  is  repre- 
fented  (as  on  this  coin  of  Pher?e,  thofe  of  Himcra,  &:c.)  pro- 
ceeding from  the  jaws  of  a  lion,  an  hot  fpring  was  intended. 
From  coins  of  Acarnania,  the  figure  of  Acheloiis  is  afcertain- 
ed,  in  contradiftinftion  to  that  of  the  Minotaur,  with  v/hich 
it  hath  been  often  confounded.  The  coins  of  Thebes  in 
Boeotia,  exhibiting  a  fhleld  charged  with  a  club,  give  room  for 
a  difquifition  concerning  the  infcribed  fhields  of  the  Thebans. 

The  remarks  of  abbe  Eckhel  on  the  coins  of  Attica  are 
folid  and  judicious  :  but  the  fubje£l  is  far  from  being  exhauft- 
ed.  Upon  thofe  of  Achaia,  many  pertinent  illuftrations  are 
found  ;  particularly  in  the  chapters  that  relate  to  the  o  ,  on 
the  coins  of  Corinth  and  Syracufe. 

In  reference  to  the  coins  of  E!is,  Mr.  Knight's  obfervations 
on  FAHinN  are  cited,  but  erroneoufly  (from  an  equivocal 
exprellion  in  Englilh)  attributed  by  the  abbe  to  Richard 
Payne  ;  the  additional  name  of  Knight  being  taken  for  a  title 
of  honour.  On  the  coins  of  Ithaca,  the  cock,  from  his 
promptitude  to  fight,  is  confulered  as  an  attribute  of  Mi* 

L  1  2  nerva. 
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nerva.  T>nconla,  from  one  of  its  coin?,  brings  up  the  dlfptttc 
between  Mr.  Dutens  and  the  abbe  le  Blond,  which  abbe 
Eckhel  dec  ides  in  favour  of  the  former.  The  coins  of  Ar- 
cadia and  Crete  are  accompanied  with  obfervations  that  high- 
ly deferve  to  be  noticed. 

Terminating  his  European  refearches  at  the  i^^grcan  Iflandsj 
the  author  recommences  his  progrefs  from  the  Cimmerian 
Bofporus.  Under  Pontusj  a  recapitulation  is  given  of  what 
had  been  advanced,  in  the  Numi  Fftera,  concerning  the  de- 
collation of  Medufa  by  Perfeus  :  which  is  followed  by  a  reply 
to  what  Pellerin  had  anfwered.  in  his  Additions  aux  Recucils 
des  Medaillcs.  The  -JSra  of  Jma/m,  after  an  accurate  inqui- 
ry, is  determined  to  the  year  of  Rome  747,  — that  of  Am'ifus 
to  722, — the  sera  of  Comaiia  to  791-2, — and  of  Ncoccejarea^  to 
816. 

The  coins  of  the  kings  of  Pontus  and  the  Cimmerian 
Boff-orus  are  preceded  by  a  judicious  digeft  of  their  hiftory, 
from  the  wriiings  of  De  Boze,  Vaillant,  Souciet,  Gary,  and 
Kheveniiiillcr,  and  the  epoch  oi  the  Bofporus  fixed  to  the 
year  of  Rome  457,  before  Chrid  297. 

The  different  epochs  of  Sinope,  in  Paphlagonia,  are  exa- 
mined at  length,  and  adjufled  with  precifion  5  as  is  that  likewife 
of  Bithynia.  In  the  accounts  of  the  kings  of  Bithynia,  a 
curious  digrefuon  is  inferted,  to  afcertain  the  wives  of  either 
Pruilas. 

A  coin  of  Ephefus,  the  device  of  vv'-hich  reprefents  Jupiter 
diuVding  rain  on  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  is  well  illullrated 
by  citations  from  the  poets,  to  which  we  will  add  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  Milton,  as  no  wife  inferior  to  the  reft  ; 

he,  in  delight 


Both  of  her  beautv  and  fubmiflive  charms, 
Smil'd  with  fuperior  love ;  as  fupiter 
On  Juno  imiics,  when  he  impregns  the  clouds, 
That  filed  May-flo\v"rs. 

Under  Smyrna^  the  coins  in  honour  of  phyRcians,  and  of 
Homer,  are  particularly  defcanted  on ;  and  mifcellaneous  ob- 
fervations are  annexed  on  magiftracies,  oflicers,  titles,  &c. 
to  illudrate  particular  infcriptions.  6kAPA,  on  the  coins  cf 
Tripolis,in  Caria,  is  confidered  at  fome  length  ;  and  the  refult 
of  the  refearch  is  clofed  by  fuppofing  it  the  abbreviation  of 
€XAPA;ia)crf,  or  GXAPA^ii^s,  from  x;a^a;«o&),  qx  %a^aK\{oi-y  vallum 
ciTcumdo  \  fo  that  the  whole  infcription,  ©GOAilPOC.  B. 
eXAPA.  TPinOAIN,  fignifi.es,  Thcodorus.  the  (ccond  time  ma- 
giflrate,  fui  rounded  Tr'ipolis  with  a  rampart.  Jufl  as,  on  tlie 
AnCyran  inarble,  a  perfon  is  celebrated  for  having  completed 
and  confecrated  the  walls  of  Ancyra :  ITNnAHPnSANTOZ. 
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K.  A^IEPnSANTOS.  THI.  MHTPOnOA.  TO.  TEIXO:^.— 
However,  as  the  termination  ifo;  isfrequentativcy  we  prefer 
fXjx^aKadz^  iu  the  foregoing  infcription. 


JDocIrina  Numorum  Veteriiniy  t^c.     Pars.  I.     Vol.  III.     Con* 
iinens  rcllquam  Afiam  Minor em^  el  Regiones  deinceps  in  Orlum 
Jitas.      1794. 

The  fubje£ls  which  occupy  this  volume,  are  Lycia — Pam- 
phyHa— Pifidia- — Ifauria — Lycaonia— Cilicia — Cyprus — Lydia 
— Phrygia — Galatia  — Cappadocia — Armenia — Syii:ereges — 
Commagene — Cyrrheftica — Chalcidenc  — Palmyrene  — Seleu-- 
cis  et  Pieria — Coelefyria^ — Trachonitis,  Iturea — Decapolis — 
Phcenice — Galilrea — Samaritis — Judica — Arabia — Mefopota-r 
mia — Parthia — Perfia — Badliriana. 

.:  AT.  on  a  coin  with  the  head  of  Nerva,  having  for  its  reverfe 
two  lyres  and  an  owl  flanding  upon  them,  infcribed  TTIATOT, 
TPITOT.  abbe  Eckhel  refers  to  Lycia,  in  oppofition  to  Vail- 
lant,  wlio  attributes  others  fimilar  to  Lyttus,  of  Crete.  The 
numerical  characters  on  the  coins  of  Pamphylia,  Piiidia,  and 
Cilicia,  are  noticed,  and  the  lilt  of  them,  given  by  abbe  Bel- 
ley,  augmented.  Of  fome  of  the  coins  referred  to  under  the 
article  Side.,  we  hope  foon  to  fee  a  better  account.  The  ob- 
fervations  on  thofe  of  Selge  are  worthy  of  remark.  The 
epoch  of  Iconium  is  fixed  to  the  interim  of  the  years  of  Rome- 
228  and  247.  On  a  coin  of  ^g?e,  an  apparent  ovevfight  of 
Dr.  Combe  is  corre£led,  he  having  read  AIHEAmN  fov 
AirEAIilN :  the  epoch  of  this  city  is  determined  to  the  year 
of  Rome  707.  In  difcuffing  various  dates  on  the  coins  of 
Anazarbus,  two  epochs  are  afcertained  from  them,  the  one 
referring  to  the  year  of  Rome  773,  and  the  other  to  735. 
From  the  device  on  a  coin  of  Corycus,  the  devotion  of  the 
Corycians  to  Mercury  is  inferred,  and  fupported  not  only  by 
the  term  KapvKmTa  in  an  Orphic  hymn,  but  by  the  following 
epigram  of  Archias ; 

Eo«,>i,  Kupvxiav  vaiuv  TToXiv,  u  ava,  x'^'-p°^?i. 

On  a  coin  of  Nagidus,  the  abbe  takes  occafion  to  correal 
Strabo,  who  has  Ayi^og ;  and  himfelf,  formerly  fuppofing  the 
figure  of  Jupiter  to  have  been  Bacchus.  Under  Paf^hus,  evi- 
dence is  adduced  to  (how  that  Venus  was  there  fymbolifed  by 
a  pyramid,  of  which  there  were  three  before  her  temple,  the, 
two  lower  on  either  fide  of  the  third,  reprefeuting  two  Parcie. 
A  curious  coin  of  D'loshier on,  c\\i\h\img  the  name  of  Corbulo, 
gives  fcope  to  various  refearch.  In  illuflration  of  a  coin  of 
Hyrcania,  Euripides  is  cited,  who  defcribes  Ceres  as  aided  by 
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Pallas  in  the  fearch  of  her  daughter  :  a  S'  iyyji  Topyco  7fav67r\oi '. 
and  Claudian,  who  more  appofitely  illuftrates  the  device. 
The  remarks  on  the  coins  of  Sardes  are  well  worthy  of  no- 
tice. On  the  celebrated  Apamsean  medal,  a  long  differtation 
is  introduced  ;  and  we  fniccrely  congratulate  Mr.  Bryant, 
on  having  for  his  fupporter  the  firfl;  medalifl  of  Europe  ;  who 
thus  concludes  his  difquifition  :  '  Haec  liberalius  difputafle 
nequaquam  indignuni  vifum,  quod  horuni  argumentum  nu- 
morum ex  prjccipuis  unum  eft,  cui  explicando  crifis  numif- 
matica  utiliter  immoretur.' 

Sebajie  in  Galatia  affords  much  matter  of  curious  inveftiga- 
tion,  as  do  the  coins  of  the  kings  of  Galatia.  Thofe  of  Csc- 
farea  in  Cappadocia,  and  Caftabala,  are  iiappily  illuftratcd, 
as  is  the  hiftory  of  the  kings  of  Cappadocia  and  Armenia. 
Of  the  coins  of  the  kings  of  Syria,  a  fe]e6lion  is  made,  with 
hiftorical  notices  pertinent  to  them.  Under  the  coins  of 
Palmyra,  a  doubt  is  expreffed,  whether  the  two  publifhed  by 
Woide,  from  Hunter's  colleftion,  in  the  fixth  volume  of  the 
Archjeologia,  were  of  that  city,  but  without  afiigning  the  rea- 
fon.  The  coin  in  the  fame  mufeum,  and  deemed  an  unique, 
of  Timelaus,  fon  of  Zenobia,  is  altogether  overlooked  :  per- 
haps abbe  Eckhel  never  faw  Mr.  Pinkerton's  work,  where 
alone  it  is  publiihed. 

The  different  seras  of  Antioch  give  occafion  to  a  very  ac- 
curate and  important  inquiry,  in  which  the  errors  of  former 
writers  are  corrected  :  indeed,  all  that  occurs  under  Scleucis 
Pictiay  is  highly  deferving  attention.  The  like  may  be  ob- 
ferved  of  Cosle  Syria  ;  Trachonitisy  Iturea  ;  and  DecapoUs ; 
through  which  we  arrive  at  Pkoemce.  As  every  part  of  Phoe- 
nicia is  remarkable  for  its  coins,  this  fe£lionis,  in  confequence, 
of  confiderable  extent;  and  we  are  forry  to  add,  both  ot  it 
and  Judaea,  the  leaft  perfedt  parts  of  the  work. — Under  Be- 
rytus,  the  abbe  places  a  coin  of  Antiochus  IV.  which  Barthe- 
lemy  and  Fellerin  had  rightly  affigned  to  Laodlcca,  the  Plice- 
nician  infcription  unqileftionably  being  *yjDll  dSf  ^?D"1^^7'77 
of  Laodtcecit  a  mother  in  Canaan.  The  abbe's  three  reafons 
for  his  decifion  appear  to  be  moft  extraordinary  :  i.  becaufe, 
the  figure  of  Neptune  on  the  reverfe,  is  reprefenled  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  is  never  vifible  but   on  the  coins  of  Berytus. — 

o 

2.  Becaufe  the  charafters  AA$,  in  the  area,  are  only  to  be 
found  on  the  coins  of  Berytus. — 3.  Becauie  it  is  certain  tliat 
Berytus  fometimes  ufed  a  Phoenician  infcription,  as  is  evident 
from  fig.  8.  plate  Ixxxi.  of  Pellerin  ;  and  it  is  not  clear  that 
that  coin  w'as  of  Lcodicea.— Now,  of  thefe  reafons,  the  firft 
takes  for  granted  the  very  point  to  be  proved,  as  the  infcription 
upon  this  and  other  coins  of  the  fame  king,  and  alfo  of  De- 
metrius 
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metrlus  the  Second  (Nicator)  having  ^  inllead  of  AA^,  de- 

cidedly  fhows.     Befides,  that  no  one  inftance  is  cited  of  the 
like  figure  of  Neptune  on  any  coin  of  Berytus.     2.  A  finiilar 
aflumption  is  contained  in  the  fecond  argument,  inafmuch  as 
no  explanation  is  offered  to  demonftrate  that  the  Greek  cha- 
rafters,  noticed  on  the  reverfe,  were  more  appropriate  to  Be- 
rytus than  to  Laodicea;  nor,  in  fa6l,  is  there  an  example  of 
their  occurrence  on  a  coin  of  Berytus  ;  for,  on  thofe  of  that 
city,  the  O  over  C>  is  omitted.  As  to  the  3d  reafon,  if  it  prove 
aught,  it  will  prove  too  much,  unlefs  it  can  be  fhown  that  the 
Phoenician  characters  on  the  coin  of  Berytus  exprefs  the  name 
of  that  city,    becaufe  variolis  other  coins,  as   of   Tyre  and 
Sidon,  exifl  with  their  names  in  Phcenician  upon  them. — The 
infcription  on  the  coin,  fig.  8.  tab.  Ixxxi.  Pellerin,  to  which 
abbe  Eckhel  refers,  no  one  haf?  yet  offered  to  explain.     la 
Hebrew  chara£lers,  it  is  *^*1  113  7,  and  fignifies  literally  to  the 
guide  of  the  courfe^  which  the  device  in  connexion  clearly  con- 
firms, it  reprefenting  the  city  perfonified  (landing  on  the  prow 
of   a  galley,   and  holding  aloft  an   acroflolium    to   the  fun. 
Subjoined  to  the  coins  of  Tyre,  is  a  diflertation  upon  thofe 
with  Phoenician  infcripcions.     In   this  the  abbe  has  digefled 
what  has  hitherto  appeared  on  the  fubjedl,  but  omitting  to  add 
aught  of  his  ov/n.     V/ith  much  of  what  he  had  adduced,  he 
appears  to  have  been  diflatisfied  ;  and,  we  think,  not  unjultly. 
As  to  Ace  or  Acoy  after  having  cited,  without  obferving  on  his 
own  mode  of    reading  the  name,  viz.  py,  that  of  Barthe- 
Jemy,  iDJ^j  he  does  not  overlook  the  3^?  of  Dutens,  but  at 
the  fame  time  points  at  the  indeclfion  of  writers  in  refpe£l-  to 
the  firft  letter,  indifcriminately  taken  both  for  ^  0/«,    and 
lor  {>}  Aleph.  A  fecond  diflertation  follows  on  the  CUico-Phcem- 
c'lan  coins :  but  on  thefe  he  is  not  more  fatisfactorv  than  be- 
fore -,  and  the  fame  remark  will  apply  to  the  third  and  fourth, 
which  relate  to   the  Ntimidian  and   Spanijh-Phcemcian.     It  is 
prefumed,  however,  that  more  light  will  be  thrown  upon  the 
laft,  when  Bayer's  invelligations  (hail  make  their  appear- 
ance.    Under   Galll^sa  and   Samaritis,  the  author  returns  to 
medals  with  Greek  infcriptions,  on  which  he  always  is  feen  to 
advantage ;  as  he  likewife  is  on  the  coins  of  Judjea,  till  he 
comes  to  thofe  figned  with  the  names  of  its  princes,  where^by 
implicitly  following  Bayer,  and  not  having  recourfe  to  Rafche, 
he  hath  overlooked  the  inilances  in  which  Bayer  is  correfted. 
The  chapter   concerning   the  chara^crs  on  the  Hebrevj  coins 
prefents  a  concife  view  of  the  fubjedl  ;  as  does  that  co?tcerrii}7<r 
their  genuiricnefs^  flriclures    on  Tychfen,  which  Tychfen  will 
not  eafdy  forget.     Following  Bayer  and  Barthelemy  through 
this  feries,  the  fubjecl  is  left  to  others  for  further  elucida- 
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tion  :  t.h?.t,  however,  may  be  looked  for  both  from  abate 
Fabric  I  J,  who  is  about  pubUlhhig  cardinal  Borgia's  coins  of 
this  clafs,  and  a  countryman  of  our  own,  who  has  been  long 
engaged  on  the  fubje£l.  This  divifion  of  the  princes  of  Ju- 
dsea  is  clofed  with  the  coins  of  the  Hcrods,  which  are  illuf- 
trated  by  a  very  valuable  difcufiion.  Having  pafTed  through 
Arabia  and  Mefopotamia,  the  volume  concludes  with  the  coins 
of  the  kings  of  Pavthia  and  Perfia. 

DoHrlna  Numorum  Veteruniy  t£c.  Pars.  L  Vol.  IF.  cont't- 
ncns  j^gyptuni'^et.  Regions  Africa  de'inceps  In  Qccafum  Jhas — 
Obfervata  Generalla  ad  Partem  I.  hujus  Operis  et  Indues  hi 
Partem  I.      1794- 

This  volume,  v;hich  completes  the  fird  part  of  the  work, 
augments  the  value  of  the  reft  -,  for,  after  having  gone  through 
the  countries  that  remained,  it  prefents  fuch  general  obferva- 
i'lons  as  apply  to  the  whole,  under  heads  not  only  of  import- 
ance to  the  ftudy  of  coins,  but  equally  ufefui  to  the  know^ 
ledge  of  the  ancients. 

I'he  coins  of  cities,  peoples,  and  kings,  that  were  left  un- 
confidered,  are  thofe  of — ^gypt,  diftinguifhed  as  coins  of 
Alexandrcia  and  the  ^Egyptian  nomes — Marmarica  -Cyre- 
naica — Syrtica  -~Byzacene— Zeugitana — Numidia — Maurita- 
nia— Uncertain  coins  of  peoples  and  cities — Coins  of  uncer- 
tain kings — Coins  of  barbarians — and  coins  barbaroufly  imi- 
tated by  them. 

Under  the  common  denomination  of  JEgypt,  after  having 
difclaimed  all  the  money  that  exifted  prior  to  the  Perfian  go- 
vernment, and  the  pieces  found  under  the  tongues  of  mum- 
mies, as  foreign  to  his  fubje£>:,  he  begins  with  initancing  the 
flrft  example  of  a  coinage  in  this  country  (recorded  by  Hero- 
dotus), in  the  inftante  of  Aryandes,  the  governor  under  Cam- 
byfes,  whom  Darius,  his  fucceflbr,  put  to  death  for  having 
arro^iated  tohimfeif  this  fun6tionof  fovereignty  :  vi'hence  it  is 
judlcioufly  inferred  that,  at  this  time,  the  money  in  iEgypt 
•was  Perfian.  Having  anfwered  the  objedtions  to  this  conclu- 
fion,  he  fixes  the  origin  of  the  coins  properly  ^Egyptian,  to 
the  reign  of  Prclcmy,  and  their  end  at  the  overthrow  of  Cleo- 
patra in  the  battle  of  AcTiium.  Hence  the  coins  of  ^Egypt 
iire  confidered  under  three  clivifions  :  i.  thofe  of  its  native 
kings :  2.  of  the  Reman  emperors :  and  3.  of  the  Egyptian 
jiomes. 

Marmarica^  the  next  di(lri£i:,  has  only  two  coins  referable 
to  it  with  any  degree  of  certainty  ;  for  that  of  Fauftina  the 
elder,  with  AiViiVillN',  exhibits  nothing  appropriate  X.Q /Im^ 
vioaia  :  nor  is  it  to  be  admitted  that  the  other,  with  a  dolphin 
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on  the  face,  and  the  reverfe  a  trident-,  infcription  HE-PA,  fhould 
be  alTigned  to  Fctra.  The  tv/o,  one  having  zjrop^y  the  other 
an  oxy  and  therefore  afcribed  by  Pellerin  to  jl/pis  and  Batra- 
chuii  though  left  by  abbe  Eckhel  in  doubt,  wehaveno  fcruplc 
to  afiign  to  iEgyot  j  and  more  efpecially  the  iatter,  fince  the 
Ibis  on  the  reverfe  rehues  immediarely  to  the  Nile. 

The  coins  of  Cyrenaica  are  diftinguillied,  as  of  Cyrene, 
vohilli  free — fubjecl  to  the  kings  of  E->;ypt — and  to  the  empe- 
rors of  Rome.  The  celebrity  of  this  diiiricl  for  its  antiquity, 
natural  produdlions,  wealth,  and  arts,  gives  occafion  to  curious 
refearch. 

PafTing  over  the  Giort  feiSlions  of  SyrtJca  and  By%acene — not 
however  from   their  being  unworthy  of  notice — we  come  to 
Zeugitana^  in   which  Cartbao^e.  occurs  as   the  firit  city  of  im- 
portance.    Here  abbe  Eckhel  furprifes  us  by  maintaining  that 
the  Carthaginians,  wlxilll  free,  employed  not  coins  for  the  me- 
dia of  their  commerce,  but  gold,  filver,  and  brafs :  an  infe- 
rence which  he  draws  from  the  pohtion,  that,  if  coined  money 
had  been  uied  amongft  them,  a  ftate  fo  opulent  and  powerful 
muft  have  left  fome  certain  ilandard  of  proportion,  device, 
form,  and  weight,  by  which  their  coins  might  be  known,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  Romans,  Athenians,  and  others.     In  con- 
firmation of  this,  he   fubjoins  that  the  ancient  wricers  who 
have  recorded  both  captures  of  Carthage  by  the  Scipios,  men- 
tion  the  fjlver  brought  thence  in  plunder  (imply  by  weight ; 
whiift,  in  rcfpe£l  to  the  plunder  of  Spain,  Macedonia,  and 
Afia,  Livy  and  others  fpecify  the  filver  coined,  as  well  as  in 
mafs.     In  vain  to  this  fhould  we  oppofe  the  evidence  of  the 
Columna  Roflrata  [aurOM.  CAPTOM.  NVMEI,  &c.  argen- 
TOM.  CAPTOM.  PKAEDA  NVAdEI,  &c.  CAPTOM. 
AES.   &c.)   for — though  the  exprefs  fums  in  coins  of  gold, 
filver,  and  brafs,  which  C   Duiiius  took  from  the  Carthagi- 
nians in  the   firft  fea-fight,  are  particularifed  upon  it,  —  abbe 
Eckhel  would  add  that  this  was  not  money  ftricken  at  Car- 
thage, but  carried  from  the  cities  of  Sicily,  and,  in  part,  Pu- 
nic-Sicilian, now  ftyled  of  Panormus.     Yet,  admitting  this, 
does  it  follow,  that,  becaufe  the  weight  of  the  filver  taken  by 
the  Scipios  is  mentioned  in  the  grofs,  no  part  of  that  filver 
was  coined  ?  or,  becaufe  different  writers  at  diilant  periods 
had  fpecified  the  diftin£l  fums  of  coined  money  which  other 
nations  had  been  plundered  of,  no  coined  money  could  have 
exiiled  at  Carthage  ?  When  the  exten  five  commerce  of  Car- 
thage is  confidered,  and  the  utility  of  coined  money  for  the 
purpofcs  of  trade, — when  it  is  known  that  Tyre,  from  which 
Carthage  was  founded,  had  coins  of  her  own  under  the  em- 
pire of  the  Perfians,  and  that  many  Hill  remain  of  her  colo- 
nies in  Sicily, — it  feems  little  lefs  than  a  folecifm  to  imagine 
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{he  herfelf  fiiould  have  been  deflitute  of  coinage,  prior  to  her 
capture  by  the  Romans. — What  is  faid  in  the  Eryxias,  of  her 
jnoncy  being  leather^  the  abbe  on  that  authority  reje^ls,  rea- 
dily admitting  that  dialogue  to  be  fpurious  Ariftidcs  is  how- 
ever cited  by  him  in  fupport  of  the  fa6t,  which  probably  had 
its  origin  in  the  Bi/^o-a,  or  buU's-liide  of  Dido.  (Sec  Hen- 
dveich's  Carthago,  p.  23.) — It  remains,  after  all,  to  be  deter- 
mined, whether  fome  of  thofe  coins  attributed  to  the  Punic 
cities  in  Sicily  were  not  properly  of  Carthage  ;  and  if  the 
Phoenician  characters  upon  them  be  not  explicitly  in  point. 
The  fcarcity,  or  abolition  even,  of  the  Carthaginian-  money, 
and  confequently  the  (iilTcrent  phrafeology  of  the  hiitorians, 
on  which  the  abbe  hath  laid  fo  much  ilrefs,  may  be  rationally 
explained  from  the  delenda  ejl  Carthago  of  Cato;  every  record, 
book,  and  memorial,  of  that  city,  having  been  utterly  demo- 
liflied  :  a  fate  very,  diiferent  from  thofe  of  Spain,  iVlacedonla, 
or  the  conquefls  in  Afia.  The  coined  money  of  Carthage 
could  have  been  of  no  value  to  the  Romans,  otherwife  than  as 
metal,  and  therefore  was  rated  by  weight;  but  if  whatFlorus 
relates  were  true,  moft  of  it  was  melted  by  the  Carthaginians 
themfelveSj — '  in  armorum  officinis  aurum  et  argentum  pro 
sere  ferroque  conflatum  eft  :'-r-yet,  had  it  been  otherwife,  the 
feventeen  days'  conflagration  of  the  city  (the  inhabitants  of 
which  had  fetfire  to  their  houfes  and  temples,  to  refcue  them 
from  being  plundered  by  the  Romans)  would  fufficiently  ac- 
count for  its- being  deftroyed.-:-Other  articles  in  this  fettion 
merit  regard. 

Under  the  k'lnvs  of  Numidia  and  Afamitania^  though  but 
little  occurs  that  is  new,  there  are  many  ftfidlures  interfperfed, 
of  importance  ;  and  the  fame  may  be  remarked  on  the  fetlions 
that  remain. 

Of  the  General  Ohfervatmi^^  which  occupy  two  thirds  of 
the  volume,  we  can  barely  recapitulate  the  titles.  Chap.  1. 
llyled  T>e  maglfiraubui  et  tilulis  honorlficlsy  com.prehends  ma- 
g'lftratus  domejiiciy  and,  under  thefe,  treats  in  Seil,  I.  De  or- 
dinbus  civitatum — De  archontibus,  prjetoribus,  fcribis — De 
ephoris — De  prytanibus — De  quseftoribus— De  pontificlbus--- 
De  Afiarcha — De  ftephanephoris — De  panegyriarchis,  ago- 
nothetis,  gymmafiarchis — De  theologo — De  hieromnemone — 
De  AmphiClyonibus — De  curatoribus — De  fophiftis. 

Se^.  IL  A4agijiratus  Romani.  De  ordinibus  Romanorum 
-T— De  confulibus — De  proconfulibus,  praprsetoribus,  legatis, 
prsefidibus — De  quseftoribus,  proquseftoribus,  quseftoribus  pro- 
cof,  quseft-oribus  propr. — De  procuratoribus  — De  poutifice, 
Vllviro  epulonum — De  parentibus,  patronis.    ■ 

Chap.  II.  De  mapjiratu  epcnymo.  Chap.  III.  De  urbibus 
autonomisj  Hberis,  immiinibus.     Chap.  IV.   Dc  urbibus  amicis 
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it  fcederatis.  Chap.  V.  De  urb'ibus  mctropoUbus.  Chap.  VI. 
De  ttrbibus  primis.  Chap.  VII.  De populis  et  urbibus  ncocoris. 
Chap.  VIII.  De  wbibus  Jacrh.,  et  ajyii  jure  gaudcntibus. 
Chap.  IX.  De  urbibus  navarchidlbus. 

Chap.  X.  De  mcntlsne  fitus  et  magn'itud'nns^ — a  regionibus, 
populis,  urbibus — amontibus — a  luco — ab  avw  et^arw — a  mari 
— a  fluviis  et  fontibus — a  magnitudine. 

Chap.  XI.  De  urbium  variis  nominibus.  Chap.  XII.  Ds 
urbibus  orlginem  fuum-,  aut  communicatam  cum  aliis  crjilatem 
frofejjis.  Chap.  XIII.  De  urbibus  imperatorum  nomina  jihi 
addcnttbus.      Chap.  XIV.   De  rcUqu'is  urbium -epithetis. 

Chap.  XV.  De  concordla.  Concordia  generatim  fumpta — 
Concordia  inter  Auguitos— Concordia  exteroruni  cum  Roma- 
nis — Concordia  civitatum  fecum  ipus — Concordia  cum  civi- 
tate  una,  vel  piuribus. 

Chap.  XVI.  De  udlujlonc  ad  urb'is  popuUve  nomen.  Chap- 
XVII.  De  herolbus,  beroidibus,  conditoribusy  perjonis  illujlri- 
hus. 

Chap.  XVIII.  Dc  7iumis  cljlophoris.  Eorum  catalogus — 
patria — typi — infcripta  magiflratuum  nomina — eorum  origo, 
et  setas — metallum,  pondus,  ufus,  copia — Ciftopliori  impro- 
prii. 

Chap.  XIX.  De  numh  Infcriptls :  ANE0HKE. 

Chap.  XX.  Dc  charatleribus  chronoiogicis.  De  epocha — De 
epochis  urbium,  popuIorum,regum  monetss  infcriptis,  earum- 
que -initio — De  modo,  quo  anni  in  numis  Icribi  coniuevere — • 
De  epochis  in  moneta  vetere  latlus  patentibus:  viz.  ^ra  Se- 
ieucidarum — ^ra  Pompeiana — ..-^^ra  C^faviana — i5ira  A6Iia- 
ca — De  variis  unlus  ejuldemque  urbis  epochis — De  epocha 
dupHce  in  uno  eodemque  numo  — De  anni  apud  veteres  initio 
— De  modo  epocharum  exordia  eruendi — De  annis  principa- 
tus  et  magiftratus— De  numis  infcriptis  :  ETOTS.  NEOT, 
lEPOT. — De  menfibus  et  dlebus. 

Chap  XXI.  Deftjlh  et  ludis.  Commune — Catalogus  fe&i 
torum  ludorumque. 

Chap.  XXII.  Dc  numh  regum^  pr'inclpumt  &c.  Catalogus 
regionum,  et  urbium,  qux  numos  regum,  principumve  fuo- 
runi  nomine  fignaverunt — De  nominibus  princlpum — De  men- 
tione  dignitatis  in  numis  principum — De  variis  principum  ti-- 
tuUs  epithetis — De  infignibus  regum  et  principum. 

Chap.  XXIII.  De  tiumis  coloniarutn.  Catalogus  colonia- 
rurn  R.  et  municipiorum — Quse  colonlarum  R.  et  municipio- 
rum  ratio — De  infcrlptionibusin  numis  colonlarum  et  munici- 
piorum— De  colonlarum  et  municipiorum  nominibus  epithe- 
tis— De  magiftratibus  in  his:  viz.  Ilvirl — Ilvirl  quinquennales. 
Pr?efe£ll  Ilvirl  et  quinquennales — Illlvivi — ^diles  — Decu- 
riques — Pe  conditioiie  magiftratuum  municipalium — Csefares 


492  Travels  of  tzi'ii  Frenchmen. 

ct  Teges  Ilvlri. — De  typis  In  numls  coloniarum  et  municlpio-^ 
rum — De  pennillu  fignnndae  in  coloniis  moneta:-- De  metallo 
in  coloniar'.jm  numis — Quando  nnmi  in  colonii.-  fcrlri  defierint 
— De  numis  hetevogeneis  in  nioncta  coloniarum. 
'  To  thefe  very  interefting  rcfearches,  are  added  an  index  of 
nuHtr'teSt  peoples^  -J^d  cities  y  a  fecond,  of  kings  and  princes  ;  a 
diird,  of  fingular  injcriptions  ^  and  a  fourth,  of  things. 

In  a  review  of  voIvuTiek  abounding  with  fuch  variety  of 
important  topics,  we  lament  that  ib  few  can  be  particularifcd 
and  remarked  upon  by  us.  Where  we  have  (cen  defed's, 
they  have  beeir  inridentally  mentioned.  Confidcring,  how- 
ever, the  extent  of  tlie  work,  they,  though  not  trifling,  are 
comparatively  few.  Siiould  we  attempt  to  commend  where 
commendation  is  deferved,  it  would  exhauft  the  lau'ruaiic  of 
praile. 


Voyage  dc  deux  Franfais  en  j^llemagne^  Dancmarcl.-,  Suede, 
RtifHc  et  Fohgnc.  Fait  en  i']C)Q — 1792.  $  Tomes.  Paris,. 
I796.- 

jfhe  Travels  of  tivo  Frenchmen  in  Germany^  Denmark.^  Siue- 
dcn^  Ruffia,  and  Poland,  performed  in  1790 — 92.  5  Vols. 
8t'o»      1/.  $s.  feivcd.     Imported  by  De  BofFe. 

npHE  Preface  to  this  work  informs  us  that  it  vi-as  prepared 
•*  for  the  prcfs  by  one  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  perform- 
ed the  journey,  and  who  is  now  feparated  from  his  compa- 
uion.  The  troubles  of  France  prevented  an  earlier  publica- 
tion; and  it  was  part  of  the  original  plan  to  have  given  an 
Atlas  of  maps,  views,  &c.  either  taken  or  correfted  upon  the 
fpot ;  but  the  e^^penfe  of  this  addition  was  calculated  to  be 
enormous,  and  the  confequent  delay  of  the  publication  muft 
liave  greatly  exceeded  the  time  promifed.  Our  author  pro- 
pofes,  however,  to  e.xxecute  this  Atlas  as  foon  as  a  due  pro- 
portion  (hall  be  eftabliihed  between  fpecie  and  paper-money. 

The  firll  volume  treats  of  part  of  Germany  and  of  Denmark  ; 
the  fecond  comprehends  Sweden,,  and  extends  to  Peteriburgh; 
the  third  and  fouith  are  wholly  taken  up  with  Ruffia,  and  the 
fifth,  with  Poland  and  Auftria.  Sweden  and  RufTia  being  the 
countries  where  the  author  made  the  longeil  ftay,  and  which 
are  leail  perfeftly  known  in  France,  the  greateit  pains  have 
been  taken  to  procure  i;iformatipn  refpetling  e\'ery  thing  that 
relates  to  the  arts,  manufactures,  public  eitablilbmentSj  com- 
jnerce,  and  other  objects  which  merit  attention.  He  profefles 
that  the  work  is  calculated  for  the  ufe  of  travellers  rather  than, 
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common  readers;  it  was  intended  as  a  guide  to  thofe  who  may- 
hereafter  viiit  the  countries  dclcribed,  and  to  prevent  tlieir 
meeting  with  the  difappointments  he  experienced.    His  details 
may  appear  uniform  and  tirefomc;  but  he  thinks  they  wilJ  be 
approved  by  the  traveller,  to  whofe  benefit  he  ^"s  very  willing 
to  facrifice  the  applaufe  he  might  receive  from  other  readers: 
As  the  univerfaiity  of  the  French  tongue  feems  to  afford  a 
Frencliman  an  excufe  for  being  ignor;int  of  every  other  lan- 
guage, he  has  given  a  Swediih,  Ruffian  and  Illyrian  vocabu- 
lary, which  comprehends  all  t'le  words  mod  neceffary  in  tra- 
velling,  written  as  they  ought  to  be  pronounced.     Having 
often  obferved  that  Frenchmen    make  the    tour  of   Europe 
without  having  acquired  the  previous  knowledge  which  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  prevent  ftrangers  from  being  amufed  at 
their  expenfc,  bethinks  he  renders  them  fome  fervice  by  liv- 
ing a  (hcrt  review  of  the  hiilory  of  the  fhates  of  the  North, 
which,  without  pre-  luding  the  neceffiiy  of  a  more  profound 
atteiuion  to  the  fubjcc^,  will  at  lead  enable  them  to  avoid, 
grofs  errors  in  converfaiion.     Each  volume  concludes  with 
an  itinerary,  on' the  correclnefs  of  which,  we  are  aiTured,  the 
traveller  may  depend.     If  the  author  fometimes  fpeaks  of 
things  he  has  not  feen,  he  affirms  nothing  pofuively  but  of 
what  he  has  feen:  and  if  his  accounts  be  found  to  differ  from 
thofe  of  other  travellers,  he  begs  not  to  be  condemned  mere- 
ly for  fuch  differences.     As  to  the  accounts  which  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  procure  from  others^  he  has  fpared  no  ex- 
penfe  to  afcertain  their  correcElnefs  ;  and  as  to  his  opinions,  he 
lays  claim  to  the  merit  of  boldnefs  and  impaniaiity. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  Preface  to  the  work,  which  ap- 
pears to  correfpond  with  the  profeffions  held  oat.  It  is  not, 
properly  fpeaking,  a  book  of  travels,  but  what  is  now  called  a 
ftaiiftical  account  of  each  country,  geographical,  political, 
commercial  and  literary,  including  more  particularly  the  pro- 
du6fions  natural  and  artificial,  Hate  of  the  arts,  commerce, 
population,  tables  of  monies,  defcriptions  of  the  palaces  of  the 
princes  and  nobles,  libraries,  pidlure-galleries,  a  lilt  of  the 
fubje£ls,  with  the  names  of  the  painters,  and  a  criticifm;  buds, 
ftatues,  and  other  ornaments  ;  catalogues  are'alfo  given  of  the 
mufeums  and  private  collections  of  curiofities  of  all  kinds; 
tables  of  commerce,  exports  and  imports ;  fliips  belonging  to 
the  refpe6live  ports  ;  the  royal  navy,  revenues,  armies,  ar- 
fenal?,  and,  in  a  M/ord,  every  particular  v/hich  is  neceflary  to 
conflitute  a  ffatiUlcal  account.  The  hiRorical  part  is  (liort, 
but  generally  accompanied  with  fcnfible  remarks;  and  tj^ere 
is  a  conliderable  portion  of  novelty  in  the  obfervarions  made 
on  the  ftate  of  fociety  in  Ruffia,  Denmark,   &c. 

Manv  curious  extracts  might  be  given  from  a  v.*ork  which ' 
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contains  fuch  a  variety  of  information.  Perhaps  what  we  have 
felecled  will  be  moft  proper  for  ti  literary  journal, — the  account 
our  author  gives  of  the  principal  libraries  he  vifited ; 
and  which  is  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  books  of  travels. 

Stutgard. — The    duke    of   Wirtemberg's   library. 
It  was  begun  in   176B,  and  ah'eady  amounts  to    100,000  vo- 
lumes.    This  prmce  is  a  great  coileclor  of  ancient  books  {a 
la  fureur  des  livres  anc'tens  ;J  he  has  often  travelled  in  purfuit 
of  them,  and  has  always  given  liberal  prices.     His  coIle6lion 
of  bibles  is  unique  :  they  amount  to  9COO;  and  3000  more 
are  wanted  to  make  it  complete  j  they  are  in  all  languages, 
nnd  of  all  editions.     The  moll  remarkable   are,  the  Italian, 
1471,   Venice^ — the  French,   1520,    Parh^ — German,    1462, 
Jld'cntz.     His  German  collection   is  complete  ; — The  Latin, 
witlaout  the  year,  ^/fw.'s ;— Spanifli,  1551,  Ferrara  ; — four 
copies  in  the  Grifon,  very  fcarce,  Englifli,  1541,  London^  in 
black  letter; — Danifh,    J  550,  Copenhagen  ; — Iflandic,   1584, 
Holoum  ; — Swedifh,    1524,  Stockholm; — Polifti,    1563,  print- 
ed at  the  expenfe  of  the  Radzivil  family  ; — Bohemian,   1488, 
Pr^^wf";  — Efclavonic,  1584,  fV^irtemI?erg  in  S3.xony  i  Ruffian, 
.1744;  —  Dutch,     1721,    five   volumes,    in   cr.nitals,   printed 
by  order  of  the  Czar  Peter  ;  the  Ruffian  tranllation  v.'as  to 
have  accompanied   it ;  but  is  added  only  to  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.     This  is  a  fuperb  edition  and  very  fcarce.     Le  Clerc, 
in  his  Hlftory  of  Ruffia,  fays  that   the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  to 
pleafe  the  priefts,    gave   them   up  the  wliole  edition. — The 
Georgian,   1743  ;— Wallachian,    1688,    B  u  char  eft ; — Greek, 
1487,  Naples;  there  are  only  fragments  of  this; — the  Ar- 
menian,   1733,    Venice; — Arabic,   1671,    Rome.     Thefe  are 
the  moft  ancient  in  the  refpeftive  languages.     This  library 
contains  mote   than  2000  volumes  printed  before   the  year 
1500,  and  a  complete  coliedtion  of  the  memoirs  of  all  fove- 
reign  families  and  towns. 

Munich. — The  Elector  of  Bavaria's  library  con-  - 
tains  a  collection  of  valuable  manufcripts  ; — three  copies  of 
the  Bible  in  German,  printed  at  Augfbourg  in  1 461,  as  is  be- 
lieved, for  tliere.is  no  date; — a  beautiful  manufcript  written 
on  the  papyrus  of  Egypt,  which  the  pope  caufed  to  be  copied 
when  he  was  here  in  17S2.  A  miffiil  in  three  large  volumes 
in  folio,  and  three  volumes  of  explanations,  with  beautiful 
ornaments  and  miniatures,  much  fuperior  to  the  famous  raif- 
fal  of  S.  Ouen  at  Rouen.— A  beautiful  manufcript  of  Virgil 
on  vellum  : — Ars  Moricndl^  but  not  the  firft  edition.  Great 
pains  are  daily  taking  to  arrange  this  library,  which  contains 
more  than  ico,ooo  volumes. 

Drefden. — The   elector's    library   contains    150,000 
volumes,  and  5000  manufcripts ;  the  moll  complete  part  of 
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this  library  is  the  Hiflory  of  all  Countries,  and  the  Greek  anJ 
Latin   authors; — j^rs  A4emoy andi,  wood-cuts   ihuminated  ;  — 
yirs  MoriC7ui'ii    the  firft  edition  \ — Biblia  Pauperum,    wood- 
cuts, the  text  upon  the  cuts :  thefe  three  works  are   uncom- 
monly rare. — The    firll   Pfalcer,    1457,    -^"^    ^^^    Scheffer, 
AfentZy  on  velium. — Rationale  Divinorum  Officiorum^  on  vel- 
lum, '459^  the  firfl  book  printed  on  cut  metal  types,  by  Fult 
and    Genrtzlxym. — CathoUcon^  in  2  vols,    folio,    on  vellum, 
1460,    Alentz  :    a  beautiful  copy,   in  fine  prefervation. — A 
Mexican  manufcript  written  on  the  human  Ikin,  which  The- 
venot  has  explained  ;  it  confifts  of  a  calendar,  and  fome  frag- 
ments of  the  hiftory  of  the  Incas. — Liber  de  Re  Afilitariy  a 
MS.  on  vellum,  with  fine  paintings,  in  good  prefervation.     It 
was  a  prefcnt  to  one  of  the  electors  from  Matthias  Corvi- 
nus,  king  of  Hungary. — The  original  IMS.  of  the  Reveries  of 
Marefchal  de  Saxe,  and  a  copy  written  under  his  infpeclion  ; 
at  the  end  of  the  Al.S.  he  informs  his  readers  that  he  compof- 
cd  this  work  in  thirteen  nights,  while  labouring  under  a  fever, 
and  that  it  v/as  finiflied  in  December  1733.— The  Portraits  of 
the  moft  celebrated  Men  of  the  fixteenth  Century,  by  Rabel,  a 
Frenchman  ;  very  fine,  and  coft  800  ducats. — A  beautiful  copy 
of  the  Koran,  taken  by  a  Saxon  officer  from  aTurk  at  the  laft  nege 
of  Vienna  ;  it  belonged  to  Bajazet  the  Second. — The  mod  an- 
cient GreekMS.is  theEpiitlesofSt.  Paul,  oftheeleventhcentu- 
ry. — There  are  600  editions  of  the  Aldus's. — Cicero  de  Officiisy 
1465,  Ment% ;  the  firll  Greek  letters  ever  printed  are  in  this 
copy,  in  the  book  of  Paradoxes.     There  are  two  copies  of  it : 
in  that  v/hich  is  the  bed  preferved,  fome  one  has  altered  1465 
to  1440,  before  printing  was  invented. — Julius  Caviar,  folio, 
Romej  1469,  in  JEdibiis  Alaximorian ;  \t\5  fuppofed  to  have 
been  printed  by  Suenheim  and  Panhardts,  who  carried  the  art 
of  printing  to  Rome.-— The  firft  edition  of  Homer,  Florenccy 
1488,  in  fine  prefervation.     All  thefe  are  on  the  firll  llory  of 
the  building. 

In  the  fccond,  we  have  the  Latin  Bible  of  1462,  Afcntz^ 
on  vellum,  Fu(l. — Bihlia  Romanfchay  1743,  chez  les  Grifons, 
very  fcarce. — The  German  Bible,  without  date  or  place  j 
the  A£ls  of  the  Apoftles  are  at  the  end  ;  after  tlie  Epidle  to 
the  Galatians,  is  one  addrefled  to  the  Laodiceans. — The  Ita- 
lian Bible,  1471. — Spanifh  ditto,  Amfterdam,  1502. — ^The 
A£ls  of  the  Apofllcs,  in  a  comedy,  Couteau,  Pa'risy  11537. 
The  comedy  de  I'  Homme  Pecheur,  a6ted  at  Tours,  Paris,  An- 
toine  Berard,  I481,  v/ith  beautiful  cuts,  on  velium,  in  fine 
prefervation.  Upon  the  whole  this  is  a  very  fine  library,  and, 
after  that  of  Vienna,  the  firll  without  comparifon,  at  lead  of 
thofe  we  have  iecn. 

Berlin. — The  aoVAL  Li-BitARY. — Our  travellers  glve-bu^ 
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a  forry  account  of  this  colle£lIon.  The  boolcs  have  been  heap- 
ed together  without  ortier  or  arrangement,  fince  the  year  5784. 
They  aiked  the  librarian  for  fome  valuable  books;  he  afiured 
tliem  that  he  had  fuch,  but  he  knew  not  where  to  find  them: 
:^nd  after  a  few  more  queftions  which  he  did  not  think  he  ought 
to  anfwer,  he  turned  upon  his  heel  and  left  them.  Tliey  con- 
fole  themfelvep,  however,  with  the  reflection,  that  tliey  have 
feen  as  much  as  anv  other  pcrlon-^  of  this  library.  < 

Copenhagen. — The  king's  library   contains   nearly  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  volumes,  and  3000  MSS.     In 
the  library  of  MS8.  and  curiofities,  are,  Heures  de  Francois 
I.  illuminated, — a  Breviary  on  vellum  ;  both  very  beautiful. 
— Four  large  volumes  of  plants,  painted  on  vellum  from  na- 
ture, at  Gottorp,  attributed  to  madame  Merian,  and  exquifite 
both  in  execution  and  prefervation. — Livy,  a  MS.  of  the  tenth 
century,  not  complete,    and   one  volume  only. — Heures    du 
Due  dc  Bourgogfie^  who  was  killed  before  Nancy,  illuminated 
and  well  prelerved.      Heures  du  Cardinal  de  Boiirboi^  who 
lived  under  Louis  XI.    illuminated. — Danifh   Chronicle.,   in 
verfe,  believed  to  be   of  the   I5tli   century. — All  the  MSS. 
brought  home  by  Niebuhr,  at   lead  250:  he  was  living  in 
1791  at  Meldorf  in  HoHlein. — Tlie  Malabaric  Bible  complete. 
The  collection  of  the  Hiftory  of  Spain  and  part  of  the  Indies 
is  very  complete. — -In  another  part  of  the  library  we  have  the 
rnofh  ancient  Danilli  Bible  of   155c,  folio,  Copenhagen. — The 
Epiflles  of  St.  Paul,    folio,    Rofchild,    1534. — The  Iflandic 
Bible,    Hoioum,     1584;  —  another,    1644.  —  Pfalter,     i2mo. 
Rofchild,   1531- — Pialter  in  four  languages,  Hebrew,  Greek, 
Latin  and  Chaldaic,  Cologne^  i  518. — Pfalter,  Greek  and  Latin, 
Milan.,  1481. — Office  of  the  Virgin,  MS.  i2mo.  on  velium, 
ornamented  with  beautiful  paintings  j   nothing  can  be  finer ; 
the  date  unknown.     Cicero  de  Ofpci'is.,  Rome.,  Suenheym  and 
Panhardts,     1471  ;— the    fame,  by  Fult,  Ahntz,    1465  and 
1466,  both  in    line   prefervation  •,— the  fame,    Rome^  Pet.  de 
iVlax.  1469  ; — the  fame,  Venice,  1470  ;  thefe  five  editions  in 
round  letters. — The  firll  edition  of  Juitin,  without  a  date; — 
Ditto  with  the  date,    Rome   1470,    both   fine   copies. — Livy, 
Rome.,   1468; — ditto,   Spire^   146Q; — ditto  1470. — Two  edi- 
tions of  Virgil  without  date.— The  4111  edit,  oi  Virgil,  Lou- 
vainj  1476.    l"he  third  is  not  here. — Terence,  vtithout  date; 
— ditto,  Colcgnc,   147 1  ; — ditto,  v/ithrut  date  ;  theverfesnot 
divided. — Plautus  of  1472,  Venice,  very  fine. — Sc  Auguftine, 
de  Civitats  Dci^   1467,   Fen'-ce,  well  preferved  and  complete. 
This  library  has  an  annual  fund  of  400:)  rix  dollars. 

Stockholm. — The  king's  library  contains  only  about 
500  MS3.  and  20,cco  volumes.  The  moft  valuable  of  the. 
MSfc).  are,  a  copy  cf  the  Evangelifis,  purchafcd  at  Madrid  in 
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1690;  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  ninth  century,  and  ufually  called 
the  Codex  Atireus^  from  the  quantity  of  letters  of  gold  that  are 
in  it ;  the  leaves  are  alternately  purple,  with  letters  of  gold, 
and  white.  It  was  purchafed  by  Sparwenfeld,  a  Swede,  wlio 
travelled  by  order  of  Charles  XI.  He  went  to  Africa  in  purfuit 
of  any  monuments  that  had  a  relation  to  the  ancient  hiltory  of 
the  Goths  and  Vandals.  There  are  two  other  very  curious 
MSS.  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  more  at  large  at  the  end  of  this 
article.  Of  the  books,  the  mofh  valuable  are  the  copy  of  the 
Vulgate  ufed  by  Luther :  it  is  filled  on  the  margin,  and  on 
every  place  where  there  was  room  to  write,  with  notes  by  his 
own  hand  :  it  was  printed  at  Lyons  in  1521. — The  firft  edi- 
tion of  Homer,  Florence^  1488,  large  margin,  on  paper,  and 
in  good  prefervation. — Speculum  Humane  SdlvatloniSf  wood- 
cuts, printed  only  on  one  fide. — Cicero  de  Officiis,  on  vellum, 
1466,  AJent-z^  Fuft  and  Scbsefier. — I'he  fourth  volume  of  the 
Atlantique  of  Rudbech,  1702,  as  far  as  page  210  :  this  vo- 
lume is  extremely  fcarce,  the  edition  having  been  burnt  at  tlie 
printer's.  There  are  only  three  copies  of  it  in  exiftence.  Oa 
this  work  the  reader  will  find  a  long  and  curious  diflertation  in 
thefe  travels.  —  L'ljcri  PoUgamia  Triumph atrix,  printed  at 
Lund,  1682,  and  burnt  at  Stockholm. 

The  two  curious  MSS.  of  which  an  account  has  juft  been 
promifed,  were  not  allowed  to  be  fhown  to  our  travellers  ;  for 
the  information,  therefore,  which  they  give  refpe£llng  them, 
they  were  indebted  to  the  Abbe  Albertrandi,  librarian  to  the 
king  of  Poland.  Thefe  MSS.  are  both  written  in  Latin. 
The  firft  is  of  an  uncommonly  large  fize,  and  fuch  propor- 
tions, that  the  fkin  (though  called  vellum)  on  which  it  is 
written,  can  be  no  other  than  afs-fkin.  It  is  com.pofed  of 
forty  books  or  volumes  (cahiers),  making  in  all  fix  hundred  and 
forty  pages.  It  wants  about  two  leaves  ;  the  hiftory  of  the 
deluge  forms  the  firft  page.  The  following  is  the  order  and 
number  of  the  works  it  contains  :  the  Pentateuch,  Jofliua, 
Judges,  Ruth,  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekicl,  Daniel,  which  has 
the  laft  two  chapters.  The  12  prophets,  Job,  the  four  books; 
of  Kings  j  the  Pfalms,  a  diiTerent  verfion  from  the  Vulgate, 
Proverbs,  Ecclefiaftes,  the  Song  of  Songs,  Wifdom,  Eccle- 
fiafticus,  Chronicles,  the  book  of  Efdras,  containing  the  two 
of  the  Vulgate;  Tobit,  Judith,  Efther,  two  books  of  Macca- 
bees ;  —  twenty  books  of  Jofephus's  Hebrew  Antiquities,  a 
tranflation  which  differs  in  feveral  parts  from  that  of  Gelenius, 
and  has  the  celebrated  paffage  concerning  Jefus  Chrift  •, — the 
wars  of  the  Jews  from  Jofephus,  the  tranflation  of  which 
agrees  exadtly  with  that  of  Rufinus; — SarUli  IJidori  EpiP'Aa 
adBrantionem ;  cjuldem  Etimologia,  lihri  xx  ;   Ijagoga  'Joan- 
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nklit  ybhamiis  j^lexandrinl  Difc'tpuli  Regn't  {ralienl de  Phyjtc'd 
Rationc; — the  four  Evangclills,  A£ls,  Epiftle  of  James,  twf> 
Epillles  of  Peter,  three  Epiftles  of  John ;  in  the  firft  the  ce- 
lebrated pafliige  runs  thus  :  *'  Splritus  ejl  qiii  tejVificatur  quia 
Chr'ijhis  cjl  Veritas,  quia  trcs  fiint  qui  tcfiimonium  dant,  Jpiritus 
aqua  et  fanguis ;  et  tres  iDium  funt ;"  the  Epiftle  of  St.  Jude, 
Apocixlypfc,  St.  Paul's  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,  the  two  to  the 
Corinthians^  to  the  Galntians,  Ephefians,  Philippians,  the  two 
to  the  ThelT.tlonians,  Coloftians,  the  two  to  Timothy,  Titus, 
Philemon,  Hebrews,  Laodiceans ;  the  latter  is  known  to  be 
apocryphal. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  work  is  a  confeffion  written  in  red 
letters  on  a  brown  ground ;  it  fpeaks  of  an  infinity  of  abomina- 
ble rm§,  without  giving  the  exadt  number,  or  the  circumftances. 
— This  is  followed  by  Cofma-  Pyagarjis  Chronica  Bohemieg, 
Ubri  tres  t—'A'fonaJIcrii  Bremnciuirnfis,  et  in  Branioiv  Alartinta 
abbas  ml/it  hunc  codiccm  Pragam  vcr/us  1594'  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  MS.  was  taken  by  the  Swedes  at  Prague,  and 
that  it  came  from  that  convent.  We  find,  in  the  calendar, 
San^us  Bcncdiriu3  in  large  letters;  which  gives  reafon  to  think 
tliat  the  conrent  in  which  it  was  kept  was  of  the  order  of  that 
faint.  St.  Adelbert  Is  written  In  red  letters  :  St.  Staniflaus  is 
not  to  be  found. — The  Vifitatlon,  the  Commemoration  of  the 
Dead,  and.  the  Sacrament,  are  alfo  wanting.  Eafter  and  Pen- 
tecoft  are  there;  fo  that  it  is  pofterior  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
movable  feafts,  which  took  place  in  1 260  or  1264.  There  is 
likewife  a  part  of  it  where  many  princes  and  nobles  have 
•written  their  names- 

The  other  MS.  is  entitled— ^y^/t?^//?/-/  Johamiis  Ardcruni 
de  Skwark^  de /Irtc  Phyficali  et  deChirurgia,  quas  ego  fohan- 
nes  fervente  peftilcntia^  qiue  fuit  anno  Domini  MCCCXLIX. 
iijqne  annum  Domini  AdCCCCXIIy  morem  (or  moram)  egi 
cipnd  Nevjcrk,  in  Comitatu  Slothingui,  et  ibidem  quamplures  de 
infirmiiatibns  fubfcriptis  curavi.  This  MS.  is  upon  vellum, 
and  is  a  roll  of  confiderable  length,  and  divided  into  columns, 
containing  figures  of  the  fick,  the  maladies  and  remedies, 
anatomical  figures,  &c.  There  are  few  diforders  onritted  j 
he  feems  even  to  liave  met  witli  a  diforder  not  fuppofed  to 
have  been  known  at  the  time  ;  his  words  are  pro  morbo  qui 
dicitur  ch..d  p.J'e.  He  fpeaks  alfo  of  a  cure  which  he  per- 
formed. "  ^uidam  miles  jiobilis  ducis  Lancaftria  apud  Age- 
zir  (in  Spain)  Hi/ioria  curates  a  Johanne  Arderum  tortune 


oris:' 


MofcovJ. — The  LIBRARY  of  St. Synodius  contains  nearly 
4cfoo  volumes,  almoft  all  divinity;  but  an  hundred  and  eighty 
volumes  of  it,  confifting  of  P'rencb,  German,  EngUfh,  Dutch, 
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^nd  Italian  books,  which  belonged  to  Peter  I.  In  one  book  of 
engravings  relative  to  war,  there  are  notes  in  his  hand  writing, 
expreffing  how  he  approved  of  fuch  a  plate,  and  how  it  was 
executed.  In  a  volume  of  MSS.  is  a  letter  of  his  to  count 
Poufchln,  ordering  him  to  give  a  defcription  of  the  triumphal 
fetes  which  took  place  after  the  battle  of  Pultowa.  The  mi- 
litary difcipline  of  Peter  I.  figned  by  his  hand  in  1716. 
Among  the  ancient  MSS.  we  obferved  the  following :  *•  £c- 
clefiaftical  rules  fent  by  the  patriarchs  of  Conftantinopie  to  the 
prelates  of  Ruflia,  and  figned  by  them." — A  fmall  book  of  the 
Evangel,  on  vellum.  Written  in  the  15th  century>  which  ferved 
as  a  book  of  prayers,  complete. — The  Sclavonic  Evangel,  a 
folio  of  the  15th  century.  The  collection  of  MSS.  has  be- 
come Icfs  numerous  and  Icfs  important,  fince  the  emprefs  or-^ 
dered  to  be  brought  to  Peterfburgh  all  the  MSS.  relative  to 
the  hlftory  of  RufTia,  which  could  be  found  in  the  convents, 
where  the  only  libraries  in  the  empire  were  placed.  The  col- 
ledlion  of  RulTian  books  printed  at  Mofcow  amounts  to  300 ; 
foreign  books  I,IOO  :  there  are  only  two  books  of  the  end  of 
the  15th  century  which  are  curious.  The  only  work  that  is 
complete  is  *'  Traflatus  Florum  Aftrolog'ia:  Albumafario^  yf,7- 
gufc?  Vindelicorum^  1488." — ^The  French  Bible  of  Louis  and 
Daniel  Elzevir,  folio,  1669,  a  magnificent  copy. — Walton's 
Polyglot,  1657,  without  the  Dedication yer£'«/^;««?/>r(J/. — Therd 
is  alfo  a  great  number  of  Polifh  books,  and  a  Greek  grammar 
for  leatnlng  the  Ruffian  tongue,  printed  at  Lvow  in  Pbland, 
159 1 J  with  fome  Greek  and  Sclavonic  books,  none  very  cuci- 
ous,  and  a  dozen  Hebrew  Bibles.  The  oldeft  Bible  In  this 
library  is  that  of  1562,  A-fofcoiv^  a  fmall  folio,  and  in  bad  pre- 
fervation.  The  catalogue  is  well  drawn  up  in  Latin  and  Ruf- 
fian. It  is  liecefHiry  to  obtain  permiffion  of  the  archbilhop  of 
Mofcow  to  view  this  library. 

Poland.— The  Zalewski  librae. y^  ot  litjrary  of  the  re- 
public    This  was  given  by  the  two  brothers  Zalewlki,  one  of 
whom  was  bifliop  of  Cracow.     They  expended  large  fums  iri 
collecling,  and  opened  it  for  the  public  in  1745  :  but  aS  they 
left  no  funds  for  it,  it  has  fcarcely  been  increafed,   nor  pre- 
ferved  as  it  ought  be.     It  reckons  about  200,000  volumes- 
There  are  but  few  fcarce  or  valuable  books;  but  among  thefe 
our  authors  mention  the  firit  Pol ■  Pa  Bible  of  1562  or  1^64 
(the  laft  figure  is  effaced)  printed  at  Cracow,  in  410.  with 
wood  cuts  ;  the  author  of  the   tranfl-ition  unknown.     The 
Bible  of  Radzivil  is  not  here.     The  Polifh  Bible,  tranflatcd 
by  Budny,   1572,  uncommonly  fcarce  ;  it  is  the  private  pro- 
jperty  of  the  librarian.     The  Pfalras,  in  th^  Polifli,  with  the 

M  m  2  Latii: 


50O  Travels  of  two  Frenchmen. 

Latin  interlined,  the  fpelling  Bohemian,  Cracow^  1539, 
Hunglcr.  This  is  fuppoied  to  have  been  the  fu-ft  Polifh  bock 
printed,  and  is  fcavcc. — Prymlot^  a  volume  in  o6lavo,  155 1, 
Cracou),  or,  a  Tvcatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  which  the 
author  calls  Maladie  de  la  Cour. — Virgil^  Nuremberg^  1492. 
— Speculum  Hljlor'tale  Bcllovacenfc^  printed  by  Mentelin, 
without  the  name  of  the  place,  1473* — Brevlarlum  Ar- 
gcnt'inenfcy  a  MS.  on  vellum,  without  plates,  believed  to 
be  of  the  12th  century,  in  good  prefervation. — CiceroNis 
Ep'tJioliPt  Rome  149O,  but  not  M^ell  preferved.  —  La^ati- 
tins.,  I476>  Rojlock  —  the  fame,  Fcnlccy  1497. — Saint  Leo., 
FenicCi  1483. — Allfccllanea,  containing  13  works;  the 
firfl  is  Jamblicus  de  Myjier'iis  jE.gyptlorumi  and  the  laft, 
Afarcilli  Fic'ini  F^orcritini  de  Voluptate  L'lbcr^  Venice,  ap. 
Aldos,  Sept.  I497>  (written  with  the  hand); — on  the  text  is 
1457;  ^"^  ^^  '^  °^  ^^^  former  year.  —  Cicero  de  Offic'ns,  Venice, 
1480  ; — ditto,  Venice,  1484,  on  which  fome  one  has  written 
omnium  prima ;  v,-ith  a  commentary. — Cicero  de  Oratorey 
Venice,   1478. 

Vienna. — The  Imperial  Library. — This fuperb edifice, 
the  architecture  and  decoration  of  which  leave  us  nothing  to 
wifh,  is  contiguous  to  the  court.  It  is  242  feet  long,  orna- 
mented with  columns  and  pilaftres  in  flucco,  the  bafes  and 
capitals  of  which  are  gilt.  There  are  17  ilatues  of  marble,  of 
the  houfe  of  Hapfburg,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  rotunda, 
that  of  the  emperor  Charles  VI. — The  library  of  prince  Eu- 
gene occupies  a  great  part  of  this  oval  rotunda,  the  larger  dia- 
meter of  which  meafures  near  100  feet. — In  the  cabinet  of 
M3S.  we  find  a  chart  of  the  ancient  world,  by  Peutlnger  j  it 
has  been  engraved  in  a  folio  volume. — A  Mexican  MS.  with 
coloured  figures,  unique  in  its  kind,  and  written  upon  the 
human  flcin. — A  beautiful  machine,  reprefentlng  the  fyftem 
of  Copernicus,  made  by  a  man  who,  they  tell  us,  had  no 
knowledge  of  that  branch :  we  are  often  furprifed  at  the  number 
of  works  of  this  kind  which  have  been  found  out  to  be  made  by 
men  who  knew  nothing. — The  celebrated  MS.  of  Livy,  of  the 
fifth  century,  fome  pages  v/anting. — A  Chinefe  MS. — A  fmall 
Koran  on  vellum,  taken  from  a  Turk  by  prince  Eugene. — 
Senatus  Conlulium-,  on  the  Bacchanalian  Feafts,  given  in  the 
year  18&  B.C.  the  original  Itfelf  on  brafs  •,  it  is  the  fame 
which  Livy  cites, in  the  ninth  book  of  the  fourth  decade; 
this  unique  morfel.was  found  in  Calabria,  in  the  polTeflion  of 
prince  Cigala. — A  Fragment  of  the  Gofpels  of  St.  Mark  and 
St.  Luke,  a  MS.  in  letters  of  gold  and  filver. 

In  one  of  the  galleries  on  the  left  are  about  7000  volumes 
printed  before  the  year  1500. — The  firfl  Pfalter  on  fufilc 
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types,  McnlZi  Fuft,  on  vellum,  1457. — Speculum  Humonce 
Salvationist  purchafed  at  the  fale  of  the  duke  de  la  Valliere, 
without  date,  printed  M'ith  wooden  types,  and  matchlefs. — 
Btblia  Pauperurriy  engraved  on  wood. — A  fuperb  Pliny^  Ve- 
nice^  Joh.  Spira,  1769.  A  very  beautiful  llrgil  in  Gothic 
letters,  by  Mentellin  at  Strajlurg. — Chrijlianifmi  Rejlitutio, 
by  Servetus,  1553,  a  thick  oftavo  ;  the  only  other  copy  is  at 
Paris,  but  not  fo  well  preferved. — Julius  Cajary  on  vellum, 
1469,  Rome,  in  fine  prefervation.  —  Terence,  in  Gothic  let- 
ters, the  verfes  not  feparated. — Valerius  Maxinius,  on  paper, 
well  preferved,  without  date,  but  believed  to  have  been  print- 
ed at  Venice  ;  there  is  one  like  it  in  the  poflefRon  of  count 
Revitfkl. — Navis  Slultifera,  1499,  the  firA:  edition,  in  Ger- 
man, with  wood-cuts- — Horace,  without  a  date. — Caii  Fale- 
rii  Flacci  y^rgonauticon  Liber,  Bologna,  1 474. — Afarci  Man.~ 
tii  Poetce  Opera,  Bologna,  1 474.  Thefe  three  laft  are  very 
beautiful  books,  and  in  fine  prefervation  :  De  Bure  doubts  the 
exiftence  of  the  Mantius. — Rationale  Divinorum  Officiorum, 
by  Durandi,  Menfz,  Full,  1459. — '^^^  Mentz  Bible,  Fuft, 
1462,  the  cipher  and  arms  of  the  emperor  at  the  end. — Ca- 
thoUcon,  2  vols.  A4cniz^  1460. — German  Bible,  1466,  Men- 
tellin, Strafburg,  the  moft  ancient  German  Bible  in  this  li- 
brary.— The  Bible,  called  the  Maxarine,  very  beautiful  and 
well  preferved,  on  paper,   1455.   ^^^  Debure  and  Cailleau. 

In  the  main  building  of  this  library,  there  is  a  moft  fuperb 
coUeflion  of  prints,  contained  in  m^ore  than  700  large  volumes, 
217  of  which  contain  portraits  of  perfons  of  all  ages  and  na- 
tions.— The  Radzivil  Bible  in  fine  pi-efervation.— A  leaf,  eight 
inches  long  by  rather  more  than  fix  in  breadth,  on  one  fide 
of  which  the  five  books  of  Mofes  are  written  without  abbrevia- 
tions, and  legible  by  the  naked  eye  :  this  was  the  work  of  a 
'{tvr.—Chriftianijmi  Rcflitutio,  a  prefent  from  the  count  de 
Laky,  the  emperor  Jofeph  gave  him  in  return  a  diamond 
worth  IO5OOO  florins.  This  library,  which  is  highly  worthy 
of  the  admiration  of  all  ftrangers,  contains  between  twelve 
•and  fourteen  thoufand  manufcripts,  and  about  300,000  vo- 
lumes ;  it  is  open  to  the  public  every  day  in  the  morning,  ex- 
cept Sundays,  holidays,  and  in  vacation  time. 

The  artift,  the  virtuofo,  the  merchant,  and  the  traveller, 
have  a  valuable  fund  of  information  in  thefe  volumes;  although, 
in  fuch  a  vaft  mafs  of  particulars,  it  is  poffible  fome  things  may 
be  found  incorrecl ;  but  the  work  has  the  merit  of  very  gene* 
rai  utility. 
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If\nnj  Homrnci,  cum  reUquls  Carmlnibus  minoribus  Homtr* 
tr'tbvi  folitis,  ct  Batrachomyomachid .  Addita  ejl  Demetr'ii 
Zenl  Vcrjh  Batrachomyomach'ns  D'.alcBo  Vulgaris  et  'Throdori 
Prodromi  Gateomyomachia.  Tcxtiim  yeeenftcit^  et  An'imadvsr'- 
Jionibus  cnticls  illnjiravit^  Carolus  David  Ilgen^  Ph'ilof.  et 
LL.   00.  Prof,  in  Acad.  Jenenji.     Halis  Saxonum,   1796. 

Hvmnsy  aud  other  [mall  Piece  St  attributed  to  Homer '^  including 

the  Battle  hetzveen  the  Frogs  and  Mice ;   ivlth  a  Verjion  of 

the  lajl  Poem  by  Dcmcirius  Zemn   In  the  modern  Greek  Dla- 

le£iy  and  a  dramatic  Piece  by  Theodorus  Prodromus,  entitled 

the  Battle  of  the  Cats  and  Mice.     Revifed^  and  lllujlrated. 

ivith  critical  Notcsy  by  Pr,ofcjJ'or  llgcn.     %vo.   125.     Sewed. 

Imported  by  Efcher- 

TT  has  long  been  difputed,  whether  the  minor  poems  afcrib- 

-*■  ed  to  Homsr  are  genuine  or  fpurious.     Some  critics  are 

of  opinion,  that  the  only  remains  of  this  admired  bard  are  the 

Iliad  and  theXDdyfTey  •,  while  others  maintain  that  the  hymns 

to  Apollo,  and  other  pagan   deities  were  compofed  by  him. 

I\I.  Ilgen  is  of  opinion  that  the  hymn  ro  the  D.elian  Apollo 

inay  juftly  be  ranked  among  the  works  of  Homer  ;  but  that 

the  othef  pieces  of  this  kind  were  not  the  produ£lions  of  his 

Mufe.    It  is  probable,  ho^yever,  that  even  that  v/hich  the  pro- 

feflbr  deems  genuine  was  compofed  by  fome  other  poet,  in 

imitation  of  the  Homeric  ftyle. 

The  two  firPu  hynms  in  the  collecflion  were  confidered  45 
one  poem,  till  Ruhnken,  by  feparating  the  part  which  relates 
to  the  Pythian  or  Delphic  Apollo  from  that  which  contains 
the  praifes  of  the  Delian,  formed  two  pieces.  The  fagacity 
of  this  divifion  is  pompoufly  applauded  by  our  editor,  who, 
in  the  fame  note,  reprehends  the  abbe  Souchay  for  having 
prefumed  to  compare  the  hynms  of  CalUmachus  with  thofe 
which  bear  the  name  of  Homer,  both  with  refpedl  to  the  ge- 
neral plan,  and  the  didribution  of  the  parts.  The  former, 
fays  M.  Ilgen,  are  complex,  defulrory,  and  void  of  difcrimi- 
nation  of  chavafter  \  while  the  latter  exhibit  an  unity  of 
action,  chara,(5lerifLic  diftinilions,  and  other  marks  of  epjc 
beauty  and  regularity.  It  may  here  be  obferved,  ^hat  he  is 
too  great  an  admirer  of  the  pieces  which  he  has  li;boured  to 
illuftrate. 

In  the  hymn  to  Apollo  of  Delosi,  the  59th  line  — 

is  properly  fligmatifed  as  deferving  of  rejection  ;  for  it  feems 
to  have  been  added  by  fome  ancient  critic.     The  123d  line — 

Oxi^  'ap   A'n'o>^\uvscy   l£^c. 

\%  al(o  deemed  an  interpolation.     The  151ft  and  follpwing 
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line  appear  to  be  juftly  altered  >  and  other  propofed  changes 
are  not  uijudicious. 

The  hymn  to  the  Pythian  Apollo  is  overwhelmed  with  notes, 
many  of  which  are  frivolous  and  unneceiTnry.  The  poem  it- 
felf  is  unworthy  of  the  critical  labour  which  has  been  beftowed 
upon  it,  though  it  contains  fome  plealing  paflages. 

The  poem  which  was  written  in  honour  of  Mercury,  has 
a  flronger  claim  to  commendation  than  the  lad-mentioned 
hymn  ;  but  of  the  notes  by  which  it  is  elucidated,  the  men- 
tion of  a  few  will  be  fufficient.  In  the  86th  verfe,  w^e  read — ■ 
avxorpoTrr]^  <pa<;\  which  the  annotator  prefers  to  the  other  read-< 
ings ;  but  no  manufcripts  juilify  this  freedom  of  alteration, 
though  the  pafTage  be  cohfidered  as  deriving  fome  benefit  from 
the  change.  'Ep/xYig  (v.  145)  is  altered  to  wsj;  not,  however, 
on  fuch  grounds  as  will  remove  the  doubts  of  every  feholar. 
That  which  is  the  412th  line  in  other  editions — 

'Pua  Tj  }cai  'jracTYiaiv,  &c, — — ^^ 

Is  i^ot  only  altered,  but  tranfpofed;  and  it  cannot,  we  think* 
be  denied,  that  the  profeflbr's  boldnefs,  on  this  occafion,  is 
•well  fupported.  The  words  lyu  ttca^^  a<pv£iov  (v.  473)  are 
changed  into  eycoyz  ra^  ai<pv£iog.,  though  the  learned  Ernefti 
has  patronifed  the  eftablifhed  reading.  Martin  has  applied  his 
conjectural  talents  to  this  pafTage  ;  but  M.Ilgen  feerns  to  have 
been  more  happy  in  his  propofed  emendation. 

The  next  piece  is  the  Hymn  to  Venus.  The  notes  upon 
this  poem  are  not  curious  or  interefting  •,  but  thofe  which  ac- 
company the  Hymn  to  Ceres  are  move  important.  Some  of 
our  readers  may  recalle6l  th^t  this  p^ece  was  accidentally 
difcovered  at  Mofcow  after  the  middle  of  the  prefent  century- 
The  profeflbr  con^:!udes  that  it  is  not  the  fame  produftiori 
with  th^t  which  Paufanias  mentions  as  one  of  the  hymns  o£ 
Homer,  but  that  it  was  compofed  in  imitation  of  the  hymns. 
of  that  poet,  of  Pamphus,  and  Mufxus,^  dedicated  to  the  fame, 
goddefs. 

For  BXatai  (Hymn,  in  Cererem,  v.  23),  we  find  haipati 
and  Lucas,  an  Englifh  tranflator  of  the  poem,  is  quoted,  not 
•Vvith  approbation,  but  with  a  view  of  exploding  his  fenfe  of 
the  pailage,  which  he  thus  renders :  '. 

*  Alas  I  nor  god  nor  m,an  would  hear  her  cry  5 
Whijfl  ev'n  the  grove  itj elf  denies  reply.' 

This  fenfe  may  be  defended ;  but  we  are  inclined  to  prefer 
iTaipaiy  as  more  fuitable  to  the  context ;  nor  will  the  epithet 
ay>M(Map7rot  be  inapplicable  to  female  cDmpan'ions :  for,  thoughj 
when  coupled  with  fhaiai,  it  fignifies  having  fine  fruity  it 
will  alfo  exprefs  the  idea  of  having  fair  arms  or  hands. 

\n  ^  note  of  confideiable  lengthj,  the  change  of  Tlap^.vm 
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tppsari  into  Tap  Oetcp  (ppzari  (v.  99)  is  vindicated  in  a  fatis- 
fadory  manner  ;  but  it  appears,  that  M.  Ilgen  would  have  in- 
icrted  Trap  Iewm  (pp;aTi^  had  not  Wolff  recommended  to  him", 
by  leiter,  the  emendation  which  he  has  incorporated  with  tlie 
text.  The  deficiency  of  a  foot,  in  the  34.5th  line,  is  well 
fupplied  ;  but  we  cannot  give  the  fame  praife  to  all  the  infer- 
tions  which  the  profelTbr  has  ventured  to  make  in  a  feries  of 
impcrfedl  lines  (from  387  to  395).  He  maintains,  the  pro- 
priety of  retaining  various  lines  which  other  edirors  wilh  to 
expunge ;  and,  with  equal  freedom,  he  brands  fome  which 
they  wifli  to  preferve. 

Of  the  pieces  which  follow,  and  their  critical  appendages, 
it  is  unncceifary  to  treat.  We  fhall  therefore  conclude  our 
remarks  by  reprefenting  this  edition  as  not  unworthy  of  the 
public  favour. 


Expojilton  du  SyJJeme  du  Monde^  -par  Pierre  Simon  La  Place^ 
de  l^hiflitut  National  dc  France,  ct  du  Bureau  des  Longitudes. 
Paris.  .       .    - 

Expojition  of  the  Syjiem  of  the  World,  by  P.  S.  La  Place, 
Member  of  the  Islational  Injlitntion  of  France,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Longitude:  2  vols.  2vo.  lOs.  bd.  fewed.  Im- 
ported by  De  Boffe.     1796. 

'T^HE  government  of  France  feems  to  be  defirous  of  founding 
■*•  its  greatnefs,  not  on  the  energy  of  its  warriors  only,  but 
on  the  improvement  of  the  arts  and  fciences, — on  the  advance- 
ment of  every  thing  which  can  tend  to  reiieve  the  wants  or 
contribute  to  the  embellifliments  of  focial  life.  Hence  artills, 
men  of  letters,  and  men  of  fcience,  are  no  longer  confidered 
as  the  inftruments  of  vain  frivolity,  to  languifj-i  in  a  corner 
the  mom.ent  they  have  gratified  the  trifling  ends  of  their  em- 
ployers,— to  be  thrown  afide,  as  a  celebrated  monarch  exprefled 
it,  *  when  the  orange  was  fqueezed  :'  they  are  now  brought 
forward,  and  held  up  to  public  view  as  objects  of  public  gra- 
titude and  public  encouragement.  What  will  be  the  effed  of 
this  new  order  of  things,  if  it  fhould  continue,  time  only  can 
difcover  :  yet  the  probability  is,  that,  where  the  talents  of  the 
mind  are  held  in  eftimation,  a  more  general  defire  of  pofTefT- 
ing  them  will  be  inftilled  into  the  rifing  generation ;  knowledge 
will  be  more  generally  diffufed;  and  we  an.\ioully  wifli  that  it 
may  be  accompanied  by  virtue  and  happinefs. 

La  Place,  the  author  of  the  work  before  us,  was  known  be- 
fore the  revolution  as  a  celebrated  aftronomer :  he  is  now  a 
member  of  the  national  inftitution  and  of  the  board  cf  longi- 
tude.   No  one  could  be  pitched  upon,  better  qualified  for  the 
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taflc  which  he  has  undertaken  :  for,  with  a  profound  knowledge 
of  the  fubjecl,  he  poireiTes  that  eafe  in  communicating  his  fenti- 
ments,  for  which  the  French  have  ever  been  diftinguiftied. 
He  is  to  explain  the  lyftem  of  the  world.  To  underftand  aa 
€xpofition  contained  in  two  fmall  volumes,  it  is  evident  that 
fome  previous  mathematical  knowledge  is  requiGte  :  and  to 
perfons  who  have  gone  through  their  firil  courfe  of  fcudies, 
this  work,  as  calculated  to  revive  and  confolidate  their  aftr9- 
nomical  knov/ledge,  may  be  particularly  recommended.  Itis 
divided  into  five  books,  and  each  book  into  fmall  chapters* 
The  fubje£ls  pf  t^^e  books  are — i.  The  apparent  Motions  of 
the  heavenly  Bodies. — 2.  The  real  Motions  of  the  heavenly- 
Bodies. — 3.  The  Laws  of  Motion. — 4.  The  Theory  of  uni- 
verfal  Gravity. — 5.  Sketch  of  the  Hilloryof  Ailronomy.  In- 
dependent of  the  great  talents  of  the  writer,  tlie  work,  as  the 
firft  of  the  kind  according  to  the  new  arrangement  in  mea- 
fures,  becomes  an  obje6l  of  curiofity. 

The  quadrant  is  divided  into  lOO  degrees ;  the  degree  Into 
100  minutes;  the  minute  into  lOO  feconds,  and  fo  on.  The 
day  is  divided  into  10  hours  ;  the  hour  into  100  minutes  ;  the 
minutes  into  100  feconxls.  The  thermometer  is  divided  into 
100  degrees,  reckoning  from  the  freezing  to  the  boiling  points. 
The  account  given  by  our  author,  of  the  change  in  the  calen- 
dar, will  be  acceptable  to  moft  of  our  readers. 

'  The  wants  of  fociety  have  given  rife  to  different  periods 
for  meafuring  the  parts  of  duration.  Nature  prefents  two  re- 
markable ones  in  the  return  of  the  fun  to  the  meridian  and  to 
the  fame  equinox  :  but  both  mufl  be  divided  into  fmaller  pe- 
riods. The  divifion  of  the  day  into  jO  hours,  of  the  hour  into 
100  minutes,  of  the  minute  into  100  feconds,  &c.  is  the  moft 
iimple  :  it  is  natural  that  the  aftronomical  day  fliould  com- 
mence at  midnight,  to  comprehend  in  its  duration  all  the  time 
that  the  fun  is  above  the  horizon. 

*  The  origin  of  the  year  is  properly  fixed  at  the  vernal  equi- 
nox, at  the  renewal  of  nature.  The  feafons  divide  it  into  four 
parts,  each  fubdivided  into  three  parts,  of  thirty  days.  Each 
month  partakes  of  another  divifion  into  three  periods  of  ten 
days  each,  called  decades.  In  this  manner  the  civil  year 
would  be  compounded  only  of  360  days:  but  we  have  feen  that 
it  exceeds  365  days;  and  it  is  neceflary  to  add,  under  the  name 
of  complementary,  the  exceeding  days.  Although,  according 
to  this  mode  of  dividing  the  year,  the  order  of  things  relative  to 
the  days  of  the  decade  is  a  little  dilturbed  by  the  complemen- 
tary days,  the  correfpondence  of  the  days  of  the  decade  with 
the  days  of  the  month,  and  that  of  the  decudary  fealts  with 
the  feafons,  make  this  mode  preferable  to  theufe  of  fmall  pe•.^ 
riods  independent  of  months,  fuch  as  weeks. 
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'  If  365  days  were  fixed  upon  for  the  length  of  the  year,  its 
commencement  would  ronftantly  anticipate  that  of  the  tropi- 
cal year  ;  and  the  months,  by  a  retrograde  motion,  would  run 
through  all  the  feafons  in  a  period  of  about  1520  years.  This 
method,  in  ufe  formerly  in  Egypt,  takes  away  from  the  calendar 
the  advantage  of  attach/uig  tlae  months  and  the  feafts  tothefamc 
feafonp,  and  of  making  in  them  any  remarkable  epochs  for 
agriculture.  This  valuable  advantage  would  be  pi^eferved  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  by  confidering  the  origin  of  the 
year  as  an  aflronomical  pha^nomcnon,  to  be  determined,  by  ob- 
fervation  and  calculation,  to  the  midnight  preceding  the  true 
fpring  equinox ;  but  then  the  years  would  lofe  the  advantage 
of  being  regular  periods  of  time,  eafy  to  refolve  into  days;  and 
thus  confufton  would  be  fpread  over  hiftory  and  chronology; 
and  the  origin  of  the  year,  which  fliould  always  be  previoufly 
known,  would  be  fometimes  rendered  uncertain.  To  obviate 
thefe  inconveniences,  and  to  attach  to  the  fame  feafons  both 
months  and  feafts,  intercalations  have  been  invented.  Of 
thefe  the  moft  fimple  is  that  adopted  by  the  Perfians  in  tha 
eleventh  century,  which  confifts  in  adding  feven  times  toge- 
ther fix  complementary  days  inftead  of  five  every  four  years, 
and  in  omitting  this  addition  the  eighth  time  till  the  fifth 
vear.  The  years  thus  increafed  are  called  Sextile,  to  diftin- 
guifli  them  from  common  years.  According  to  this  mode  of 
intercalation,  there  are,  in  every  thirty-three  years, eight  fextile, 
and  twenty-five  common  years,  the  length  of  .the  year  being 
eftimated  at  1^^-^-^  days,  or  ,000202  part  of  a  day  greater 
than  the  tropical  year  by  modern  obfervarions  ;  and  hence,  not 
till  after  a  long  feries  of  years  will  the  origin  of  the  year  be 
removed  from  thq  equinox  in  a  degree  perceptible  to  ths  agri- 
culturift. 

*  It  is  to  be  defired  that  all  nations  would  adopt  the  fame 
acra,  independent  of  moral  revolutions,  and  founded  upon 
aftronomical  phjenomena  alone.  Its  origin  might  be  fixed  in 
the  year  when  the  apogee  of  the  folar  orbit  coincides  with 
the  fummer  folftice,  or  in  the  year  1250.  For  this  origin,  the 
inflant  of  the  m.ean  fpring  equinox  might  be  taken,  which  in 
that  year  was  on  the  fifteenth  of  March,  at  5,3676  hours  at 
Paris.  The  univerfal  meridian,  to  which  the  origin  of  terref- 
trial  longitude  fhould  be  fixed,  might  be  that,  virhere  it  was 
midnight  at  this  inflant,  which  is  to  the  eaft  of  Paris  aboui 
i85°,296o.  If  after  a  long  feries  of  ages  the  origin  of  this 
3sra  fiiould  become  uncertain,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  ii 
with  precifion  by  the  motion  only  of  the  apogee,  which  is  both 
flow  and  irregular  :  but  there  will  be  no  doubt  on  this  origin^ 
and  on  the  pofition  of  the  earthly  meridian,  if  it  is  remember* 
,  ed,  that,  at  the  n;ojnen,t  of  the  mean  equinox,  the  mean  Ion- 
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gitude  of  the  moon  was  \i^-f^l']\i^.  Thus  every  thmg  arbi- 
trary would  cifiippear  In  tlie  origin  of  time,  and  terreftrial 
iongitude  ;  and  by  adopting  afterwards  the  intercalation  of  the 
preceding  divifion  of  the  year  and  that  of  the  month  and  day, 
the  mod  natural  and  llmple  calendar  might  be  formed  for  the 
inhabitants  of  this  fide  of  the  equator.' 

On  the  fubjeft  of  meafuring  a  degree  on  the  earth's  fur- 
face,  is  introduced  a  hint  which  may  be  ufeful  to  the  perfons 
now  fuperlntending  the  furvey  of  our  own  illand.  '  From 
the  principal  places  of  France  to  the  line  which  is  confidered 
as  the  meridian  of  the  obfervatory,  have  been  raifed  curves, 
drav/n  in  the  fame  manner  as  this  line,  with  this  diiTerence, 
that  the  firft  fide,  which  is  a  tangent  always  to  the  furface, 
Inftead  of  being  parallel,  is  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the 
celeflial  meridian  of  the  obfervatory  at  Paris.  By  the  length 
of  thefe  curves,  and  by  the  diftance  of  the  obfervatory  from  the 
points  where  they  meet  the  meridian,  the  pofitions  of  thefe 
places  have  been  determined.  This  Is  the  mod  ufeful  under- 
taking in  geography  ;  and  it  is  a  model  which  every  enlight- 
ened nation  will,  without  doubt,  adopt  with  eagernefs.' 

The  change  in  the  weights  and  meafures  of  France  natu- 
rally found  a  place  in  this  work :  our  readers  will  determine 
.whether  our  philofopher's  notions  are  well  founded.     '  Wc 
cannot  fee  the  prodigious  number  of  meafures  in  ufe,  not  only 
by  different  nations  but  even  by  the  fame  people,  the  fantafti- 
cal   divifiona  inconvenient  for  calculation,    the    difficulty  of 
knowing  and  comparing  them,   in  fhort  the  confufion  and 
fraud  which  prevails  from  it  in  trade,  without  confidering  both 
fcience  and  government  as  tnoft  ufefully  employed  towards 
mankind,  by  adopting  a  fyftem  of  meafures,  whofe  uniform 
divifions    make   them    eafy  for   calculation,    and   which   are 
founded  in  the  leafh  arbitrary  manner  on  a  meafure  indicated 
by  nature  itfelf.     A  people,  who  ihould  adopt  fuch  a  fyflem 
of  meafures,  would  unite  to  the  advantage  of  reaping  the  firll 
fruits  of  their  divifion,  that  of  feeing  their  example  followed 
by  other  nations  to  whom  they  thus  become  benefatlors.   For 
the  empire  of  reafon,  though  flow,  is  irrefiitible,  and,  in  the  end, 
will  overcome  all  national  jealoufies,andall  the  obftacles,  which 
are  oppofed  to  general  utility,  when  well  underltood     By  fuch 
motives  the  conftituent  affembly  was  induced  to  employ  upon, 
this  important  objecSl  the  academy  of  fciences.     The  new  fy- 
flem of  weights  and  meafures  rehilts  from  the  labours  of  thefe 
commifTioners,  afiTifted  by  the  i^eal  and  information  of  feveral 
rnembers  of  the  national  reprefentation. 

*  From  the  mode  of  calculating  by  decimal  numbers,  as  by 

whole  numbers,  being  the  fame,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
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advantages  attending  a  divifion  of  all  forts  of  meafures  into 
decimal  parts  :  for  complete  conviction,  it  is  neceflary  only 
to  compare  the  difficulty  of  complex  multiplications  and  divi- 
Cons,  with  the  eafe  of  performing  the  fame  operations  by 
whole  numbers,  which  is  rendered  ftill  greater  by  means  of 
logarithms,  M'hofe  ufe  may,  by  fimple  and  cheap  inftruments, 
be  rendered  extremely  popular.  The  decimal  divifion  was 
therefore  adopted  without  hefitation:  and  to  give  uniformity 
to  the  whole  fyllem  of  meafures,  it  was  refolved  to  derive 
them  all  from  one  linear  meafure  and  its  decimal  divifions. 
Thus  the  queftion  was  reduced  to  the  choice  of  this  univerfal 
meafure,  to  which  the  name  of  metre  w^s  given.' 

Our  author  proceeds  to  ftate  the  difficulties  in  fettling  this 
metre,  and  the  grounds  on  which  they  determined  to  take  the 
meafure  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  meridian,  and  the  loobooco 
part  of  this  length  for  their  univerfal  meafure.  So  that  the 
metre  is  now  :;, 079458  feet  of  the  former  flandard.  This 
new  flandard  is  placed  under  the  care  of  the  legiflative  body  ; 
and  fuch  precautions  have  been  taken  by  comparing  it  with 
pendulums,  that  any  error  owing  to  accidental  or  natural 
caufes  may  be  eafily  reclified. 

We  iliall  make  one  extra£l  to  fhow  the  author's  method  of 
explaining  the  more  abftrufe  parts  of  his  fcience.  fn  the  fol- 
lowing manner  he  proves  that  the  moon  is  attiradled  to  the 
earth  by  the  force  of  gravity. 

*  The  force,  v/hich  draws' tfiemo'c^iVeve'ryiriftant  from  the 
tangent  to  its  orbit,  makes  it  defcribe,  in  a  fecond,  a  fpace 
equal  to  the  verfe  fine  of  the  arc  which  it  defcribes  \\\  the 
farne  time;  fince  the  fine  is  the  quantity  by  which  the  moon 
at  the  end  of  the  fecond  is  dillant  from  the  line  it  v/as  in  at  the 
beginning.  This  may  be  determined  by  the  diftancc  of  the 
moon  from  the  earth,  which  the  lunar  parallax  gives  in  parts 
of  the  earth's  femidiameter :  but  to  have  a  refult  independent 
of  the  inequalities  of  the  moon's  motion,  we  mull  take  for  its 
mean  parallax,  the  part  of  that  parallax  which  is  independent 
of  thefe  irregularities.  This  part,  i*elative  to  the  radius  drawn 
from  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  earth  to  its  furface  on  the 
parallel,  the  fquare  of  whofe  fine  of  latitude  is  j,  is  equal, 
according  to  obfervations,  to  10556".  We  chofetliis  parallel, 
bccaufe  the  attra£lion  of  the  earth  on  the  cdrrefponding  points 
of  its  furface  is  very  nearly,  as  at  the  diftance  of  the  moon, 
equal  to  the  quantity  of  matter  of  the  earth,  divided  by  the 
fqitare  of  the  diftance  of  its  centre  of  gravity.  The  radius 
drawn  from  a  point  of  this  parallel,  to  the  centre  of  gravity 
of  the  earth,  is  196 14648  feet:  v/hence  it  is  eafy  to  conciude 
that  the  force  which  draws  the  moon  towards  the  earth, 
'  ■  6  ^  makes 


La  Placets  Expojitlon  of  the  S\J?em  of  ths  TVurld,       5:515 

makes  it  fall  through  0,00312808  feet  in  a  fecond.  It  will 
be  feen  afterwards,  that  the  adlion  of  the  fun  diminifhes  this 
force  by  its  358th  part :  we  muft  therefore  increafe  by  this 
quantity  the  preceding  number,  to  render  it  independent  of 
the  fun  ;  and  then  it  becomes  0,00313682  feet.  But  in  the 
relative  motion  of  the  moon  around  the  earth,  flie  is  urged 
by  a  force  equal  to  the  funi  of  the  quantities  of  matter  in  tlie 
earth  and  moon,  divided  by  the  fquare  of  their  diftance  from 
each  other  :  thus,  to  have  the  height  whence  the  moon  fliould. 
fail  in  a  fecond  by  the  action  alone  of  the  earth,  we  muft  di- 
minifli  the  preceding  fpace  in  the  proportion  of  the  quan- 
tity of  matter  in  the  earth,  to  the  fum  of  the  quantities 
of  matter  in  the  earth  and  moon ;  now  from  the  do£trine 
of  the  tides,  the  quantity  of  matter  in  the  moon  is  found 
to  be  -j-l.T"  of  that  of  the  earth  :  by  multiplying  therefore 
this  fpace  by -^|-:f,  we  (hall  have- 0,003084.28  feet  for  the 
fpace  which  the  moon  falls  through  in  a  fecond  by  the  force 
of  gravity. 

*  Let  us  compare  this  fpace  with  that  which  refults  from 
obfervations  by  the  pendulum.  On  the  parallel  we  are  confider- 
ing,  the  length  of  a  pendulum  for  feconds  is,  according  to  the 
1 2th  chapter  of  the  fii'it  book,  equal  to  2,280923  feet,  which 
gives  11,2559!  for  the  fpace  fallen  through  by  a  body  from 
reft  in  a  fecond  by  the  force  of  gravity.  But  on  this  parallel 
the  attraction  of  the  earth  is  fmaller  than  gravity  by  two 
thirds  of  the  centrifugal  force,  owing  to  the  rotatory  motion 
of  the  equator  ;  and  this  latter  force  is  -e^-j-  of  gravity  :  we 
muft,  therefore,  augment  the  preceding  fpace  by  its  43 2d 
part,  to  have  the  fpace  due  to  the  action  alone  of  the  earth, 
which,  on  this  parallel,  is  equal  to  its  quantity  of  matter  di- 
vided by  its  radius  ;  v/e  Ih.iU  thus  have  11,28196  feet  for  this 
fpace.  At  tlie  diftance  of  the  moon,  this  ought  to  be  dimi- 
niflicd  in  the  proportion  of,  the  fquare  of  the  radius  of  the 
earth,  to  the  fquare  of  the  moon's  diftance  ;  and  to  do  that, 
we  need  only  multiply  it  by  the  fquare  of  the  tangent  of  the 
lunar  parallax,  or  by  10556 ;  we  iliall,  therefore,  have 
0,00310187  feet  for  the  fpace  which  the  moon  ought  to  fa!i 
through  in  a  fecond  from  the  attraction  of  the  earth.  This 
fpace,  given  by  experiments  on  pendulums,  differs  little  from 
that  v/hich  refults  from  the  direct  obfervation  of  the  parallax  : 
and  to  make  them  coincide,  we  need  only  diminilli  by  20''  the 
lunar  parallax,  and  tlius  reduce  it  to  \0^'\bi" .  Such  is  then 
the  parallax  refulting  from  the  theory  of  gravity,  wliich  diiFers 
only  by  vj^th  part  irojn  the  parallax  by  obfervation,  to 
which  indeed  I  think  it  preferable,  confidering  the  exactnefs 
of  the  elements  by  which  it  was  determined.    We  might  fup- 
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pofe  the  quantity  of  matter  in  the  moon,  equal  to  -/^th  of 
tjiat  of  the  earth,  as  given  by  the  quantity  of  nutation  deter- 
mined by  Bradley,  to  have  by  the  theory  of  gravity  the  fame 
parallax  as  by  obfervation }  but  all  the  phaenomcna  of  tides 
concur  in  giving  this  fatellite  a  more  confiderable  quantity 
of  matter,  and  near  to  that  of  which  we  have  made  ufe. 
However  the  little  difFerence  in  the  two  parallaxes  is  with- 
in the  limits  of  errors  by  obfervations  and  elements  employ- 
ed in  calculation:  and  it  is  certain,  therefore,  that  the  prin- 
cipal force  which  retains  the  moon  in  its  orbit  is  the  force 
of  gravity  in  the  earth  varying  inverfely  as  the  fquare  of 
the  diilance.  Thus  the  law  of  the  diminution  of  gravity, 
which,  in  planets  attended  by  feveral  fatellites,  has  been  proved 
by  the  comparlfou  of  their  revolutions  and  their  diftances,  \i 
demonflrated  for  the  moon  by  the  comparifon  of  its  motion 
with  that  of  proje£liks  at  the  furface  of  thti  earth.  The  ob- 
fervations made  by  pendulums  on  the  tops  of  mountains  had 
previoufly  indicited  this  diminution  in  earthly  gravity:  but 
they  were  infuiTicient  to  difcover  the  law  on  account  of  the 
i*mall  height  of  the  mofh  elevated  mountains,  compared  with 
the  radius  of  the  earth :  a  body  at  a  diftance  from  us,  like  the 
"moon,  was  requifite  to  make  this  law  very  fenfjble,  and  to  con- 
vince us  that  weight  on  the  earth  is  only  one  particular  cafe 
of  the  force  expanded  through  the  univerfe.' 

In  the  lafl:  book  is  given  a  concife  but  elegant  (ketch  of  the 
hiftory  of  aftronomy,  in  which  the  author  intermixes  fenti- 
nients  which  do  honour  both  to  his  head  and  his  heart; 
The  fate  of  Bailly  naturally  occurred  to  his  mindj  when  he 
was  writing  on  the  Hindoo  tables.  '  I  differ  here,'  fays  he, 
*  with  regret,  from  the  opinion  of  an  illuftrious  philofopher, 
^•ho,  after  having  honoured  his  career  in  life  by  labours  ufeful 
to  the  fciences  and  to  humanity,  died  a  vi£lim  to  the  mofh 
bloody  tyranny,  arid  fn  death  oppofed  the  calm  fortitude  and 
dignity  of  a  juil  man  to  the  infults  of  an  abufed  people,  which 
cruelly  prolonged  the  preparations  of  his  e.-cecution.'  The 
concluding  remark  on  Ptolemy  is  very  juft — '  The  reputa- 
t.ion  of  Ptolemy  has  been  expofed  to  a  ilmilar  fate  with  that  of 
Ariftotle  and  Defcartes.  Their  errors  were  no  fooner  afcer-  ■ 
tained,  than  to  a  blind  admiration  fucceeded  unjufiifiable  con- 
tempt: for,  even  in  the  fciences,  the  moll  ufefui  revolutions 
have  not  been  exempt  from  paihon  and  injuftice.'  After  the 
praifes  beftowedon  Newton,  no  Englifnnian  can  blame  the 
following  remark :  or  if  he  does,  we  fhouid  like  to  hear  hi;? 
proofs  in  oppofition  to  it.  '  In  juftice  to  France,  we  muft  ob- 
fcrve,  that,  if  England  has  had  the  advantage  of  giving  rife  to 
slie  difcovery  of  univerfal  gravity,   the  numerous  develope- 
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mciits  of  this  difcovery,  and  the  revolution  produced  by  it  in 
aftronomy,  are  chiefly  owing  to  the  French  geometricians,  and 
to  the  encouragement  of  the  academy  of  fciences.' 

The  work  is  thus  cr)nckided — *  Adronomy,  taken  In  its  full 
extent,  is  the  fineil  monument  cif  the  human  mind,  the  moit 
noble  title  of  the  underfhanding.     Seduced  by  the  illufions  of 
fenfe  and  felf-love,  man  regarded  himfelf  a  long  time  as  tlie 
centre  of  the  heavenly  motions;    and  his  pride  was  punifli- 
cd    by  the  vain    fears  which    they  infpired.      After    many- 
ages  of  labour,    the  veil  which  covered  the  fyfhem  of  the 
world  was  torn  afide.     Then  man  law  himfelf  on  a  little  pla- 
net, almoil  imperceptible  in  the  vail  expanfe  of  the  folar  fy- 
ftem,  which  itfelf  was  only  an  infenfible  point  in   the  im- 
menfity  of  fpace.     The  fublime  vifults,  to  which  this  difco- 
very conducted  him,  are  very  proper  to  confole  him  for  the 
little  room  affigned  to  him  in  the  univerfe.     Let  us  preferve 
anxioufly,  let  us  even  augment,  the  depofit  of  this  fublime 
fcience, — the  delight  of  every  thinking  being.     It  has  render- 
ed important  fervices  to  navigation  and  to  geography :   but 
the  greateft  benefit  conferred  by  it  on  mankind  is  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  fears  occafioned  by  extraordinary  celeilial  phieno* 
mena,  and  the  deftru^lion  of  errors  arifmg  from  the  ignorance 
of  our  true  relation  to  nature — errors  fo  much  the  more  hurt- 
ful as  focial  order  ought  to  repole  only  upon  this  relation. — 

TRUTH,— JUSTICE thefe   are    its    immutable   laws. 

Away  with  that  dangerous  maxim,  that  it  is  fometimes  ufe- 
ful  to  fwerve  from  them,  to  deceive  and  enflave  men  for  the 
infuring  of  their  happinefs !  Cruel  experience  has  proved  in 
all  times,  that  thefe  facred  laws  can  never  be  violated  with 
impunity.' — A  tranllation  of  this  work  is,  we  underftand,  un- 
dertaken: and  if  it  is  faithful  to  the  original,  we  doubt  not  tliat 
it  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  Englifh  reader. 


JH^mo'ires  Hijioriqiies,  et  Politicjues  fur  la  Rcpubijque  .d^  Ven'ife. 

R-cdiges  £n  1792. 

Hljlorhal  and  PoUtlcal  Alcmiirs  of  tli^:  Venetian  Repiihik-,  com" 
piled  in  I'^qi.  1  Fols.  '6vo.  bs,  feived.  Imported  by  De 
Boffe.     1795. 

'HATEVER  has  the  appearance  of  myftery,  feidom  fails 
to  excite  the  curious  attention  of  mankind  5  and  hence, 
perhaps,  the  chief  and  natural  caufe  of  the  anxiety  with  wliich 
politicians  have  endeavoured  lodevelope  the  fecret  fprings  and 
movements  of  the  Venetian  government. 

More   prominent  and    ufcful    motives  muft,   however.   In 
|uftke  be  attributed  to  thofe  writers  v/hofe  accuracy  and  p.hi* 
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lofophic  talents  have  delineated  the  anatomy,  or  have  given 
body  and  animation  to  the  Ikeletons,  of  government  and  law. 
The  claflical  corredtnefs  of  Vertot,  and  the  profound  yet 
-  lively  genius  of  MontcTquien,  could  not  in  their  time  be 
more  refpe6lably  employed  than  in  defcribing  the  hiftory  and 
politics  of  a  ftate,  whofe  humble  origin,  fubfequent  opulence, 
and  long  political  exiftence,  are  equally  the  objedis  of  wonder 
and  fpeculation. 

But  the  (late  fecrets  and  domeftic  hiftory  of  Venice  are 
Tiozv  degraded,  in  the  view  of  utility  and  even  of  curiofity,  to 
a  degree  of  fpcculative  iniignificance,  fimilar  to  the  humiliat- 
ing predicament  to  which,  by  the  league  of  Cambray,  the  re- 
lative political  importance  of  the  V^enetians  to  Europe  was 
prafticaliy  reduced.  The  j^reat  and  rapid  events  that  for  fe- 
veral  years  paft  have  afFe<Sled  the  various  governments  of 
Europe, — the  flame  of  innovation  that  has  fiercely  blazed  on 
the  notions  and  the  habits  of  many  centuries, — and  the  ftupen- 
dous  confequcnces  that  fti'l  are  poifed  in  the  doubtful  fcale 
of  political  and  moral  fucurity, — give  no  opportunity  for  meaner 
objects  to  excite  the  alloniihment  and  inquiry  of  the  human 
mind. 

The  intereil  likely  to  be  excited  by  thefe  memoirs,  cannot 
therefore  be  very  confiderable  ;  they,  however,  deferve  fome 
attention  from  the  circumfhance  ot  being  written  by  a  Vene- 
tian nobleman,  who  oi  courfe  had  a  fliare  in  the  government 
of  the  ilate  ;  the  machinery  and  principles  ot  which  are  laid 
open  and  difcufTed. 

The  firll  volume  is  occupied  by  avery  m.inute,  tedious,  and 
embarrafled  account  of  the  different  tundlions  and  arrange- 
ments of  the  Venetian  government :  the  particulars  of  infor- 
mation on  thefe  topics  are  too  diffufe  to  admit  of  an  abftra^lj 
nor  do  we  believe,  that,  if  more  eafily  to  be  done,  it  would 
produce  any  gratification  to  our  readers.  In  the  fecond  vo- 
lume, the  author  enters  into  the  more  material  part  of  his 
fubjecl,  and  defcants  on  the  theoretical  perfe61:ions,  together 
with  the  private  cabals  and  abufes,  of  the  government.  We 
iliall  give  one  extradl,  preferring  it  for  thofe  traits  of  political 
analogy  which  the  moft  general  reader  will  not  fail  to  dif- 
cover. 

*  The  fenate  adopts  two  methods  equally  irregular,  an^l 
hurtful  to  the  public  good,  to  diminilh  the  number  of  thof^ 
who,  among  its  own  body,  may  be  tempted  to  oppofe  the  pro* 
pofals  of  its  leaders  :  the  one  relates  immediately  to  that  of 
which  I  have  juil  fpoken,  and  confift?  in  choofing  the  obje£l- 
or  to  one  of  the  employments  I  have  fpecified  ;  and  whether 
he  accepts  or  refufes  it,  the  fenate  is  rid  of  his  importunities 
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for  that  time :  for,  in  both  cafes,  he  remains  for  that  reafon 
excluded  from  the  fenate,  that  is  to  fay,  if  he  accepts  of  it, 
during  the  whole  time  that  his  adminirt ration  lafts,  and  like- 
wife  the  period  which  precedes  his  entrance  upon  its  func- 
tions; and  alfo  (a  few  employments  excepted)  during  that 
which  follows  his  return  home,  till  he  obtains  a  magiilerial 
office  which  may  open  him  once  more  a  way  to  the  fenate  ;  if 
he  folicits  an  exemption,  he  muft  obtain  ir  at  the  expenfe  of 
a  fatiguing  ferles  of  humiliating  formalities;  and  after  a  delay 
of  fome  weeks,  he  may  again  obtain  a  fituation  which  replaces 
him  in  the  fenate,  where  he  pafles  through  two  eledions, 
called  the  grand  and  lefTer  eledion.  If  he  is  rejeiEted  by  the 
former,  he  pays  a  fine  of  3C00  ducats,  and  remains  excluded 
from  the  fenate  as  well  as  the  grand  council,  for  three  years, 
during  which  time  he  can  hold  no  public  employment  at'home 
or  abroad:  if  by  the  latter,  he  pays  only  lOOO  ducats,  and 
his  exclulion  lails  only  a  year.  If,  upon  his  rcadmiflion  into 
the  fenate,  he  Ihould  commence  his  oppofitlon  anew,  he  foon 
brings  on  himfelf  another  nomination,  which  expofes  him  to 
the  fame  inconvenlencies  as  the  former,  till,  wearied  out  by 
an  ufelefs  flruggle,  he  fufFers  things  to  go  on  according  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  fcniors  and  their  adherents.  If  their  anta- 
gonift  is  too  much  favoured  in  the  great  council,  fo  that 
the  fenate  is  afraid  of  the  diflblution  of  the  ballot,  it  has 
recourfe  to  another  method,  which  depending  only  on  the 
votes  of  the  fenate,  and  being  regarded,  perhaps  without  reafon, 
as  degrading,  produces  the  fame  effect.  The  fenate,  for  this 
purpofe,  takes  care  to  propofe  whoever  it  pleafes  for  any  of 
the  fen.atorial  magiflracies  when  vacancies  occur,  affociating 
along  with  him  in  the  nomination  fome  one  of  thofe  who,  by 
a  prevailing  abufe,  have  acquired  a  fort  of  rieht  to  fill  them 
by  turns,  and  at  other  times,  even  fome  refpedlable  perfon, 
not  omitting  to  add  one  of  his  relations,  if  he  belongs  to  a  nu- 
merous family,  to  create  a  diviiion  in  his  own  party.  The 
nominee^  ara  obliged,  as  we  have  feen  in  another  place,  to 
place  themfelves  in  tlie  midfl  of  the  hall  as  their  names  are 
proclaimed,  and  to  make  a  number  of  profound  bo-.vs  to  all 
the  fenators,  which,  inconvenient  as  they  are  in  all  cafes,  are 
molt  ridiculous  in  this,  becaufe  they  are  unattended  with  the 
leail  hope  of  fuccefs.  Few  men  have  fufficienc  firmnefs  to 
aft  this  ridiculous  part  for  weeks — perhaps  for  months  ;  and 
to  terminate  the  fcene,  they  relinquifli  their  oppofition,  and 
obtain  a  magiftracy.  The  individual  expofcd  to  this  fpecies 
of  perfecution  is  called  the  Index  of  the  fenate;  and  it  is  a 
very  formidable  part,  though  fometimes  a61:ed  by  the  moft 
zealous  patriots.  If  at  lafl  the  party  in  oppofition  prevails, 
and  its  leader  is  removed  from  the  perfecution  of  the  wijemeuy 
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by  obtaining  a  fituation  in  which  he  has  maj;nanimity  enougfi 
to  defpife  their  vengeance  and  to  ferve  his  countr)',  recourfe 
mull  be  had  to  the  lad  expedient,  whicli  is,  to  undermine 
his  virtue,  and  tempt  either  his  ambition  or  avarice,  accord- 
ing as  he  is  under  the  domination  of  either  of  thofe  pafiions: 
and  often,  from  a  refpeclabie  and  formidable  opponent,  he  be- 
comes the  vile  tool  to  the  irregular  conduft  of  the  feniors,  who 
give  him  a  (hare  of  their  profits,  or  procure  for  him  the  mod 
diftinguiOied  employments,  by  a  policy  fimilar  to  that  which 
the  miniftry  in  London  nfts  to  get  rid  of  a  formidable  member 
of  oppofitlon.  The  whole  nation  will  bear  tefiimony  to  this, 
except  a  fmall  number  of  grandees  interefted  in  keeping  up 
this  infamous  diforder:  and  1  call  upon  the  yet  uncorrupted 
vigilance  of  fome  of  the  public  inftitutions  of  Venice  to  unite 
tlieir  efforts  for  the  purpofe  of  extirpating  fuch  abominations, 
and.  to  give  to  the  partifans  the  ufeful  power  of  watching 
over  the  lawful  government,  under  the  ihadow  of  their  re- 
fpeclabie authority.' 

For  thefe  and  many  other  abufes,  the  author,  after  giving 
his  refletlions,  propofes  certain  remedies.— It  muft  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  author  dates  himfelf  to  be  baniflied  from  his 
country  by  a  party  cabal ;  how  fuch  a  circumilance  may  in- 
fluence his  feelings  and  remarks,  the  readers  of  his  produc- 
tion will  judge  ;  we,  however,  in  candour,  cannot  help  inti- 
mating, that  the  exiled  nobleman  pointedly  reprobates  revolu 
ticns  and  all  licentious  innovation, — that  he  difcovers  much 
temper  on  the  fubject  of  his  own  misfortune,  and  appears  in- 
dignant only  when  he  animadverts  on  the  corruptions  and  in- 
trigues, which,  as  he  aflerts,  difgrace  the  well-planned  but 
badly-admlniftered  government  of  his  country. 

Thefe  memoirs  are  dated  to  have  been  fird  committed  to 
paper  in  the  Italian  language,  and  afterwards  confided  by  the 
author  to  a  friend,  to  be  tranllated  into  French. — The  choice 
of  this  friend  (at  lead  for  the  purpofes  of  literature)  was 
highly  injudicious;  for  tlie  language  of  this  trani'ation  is  exe- 
crably bad  ;  the  tranflation  frequently  betrays  a  grofs  igno- 
rance of  the  Italian  j  and  the  errata,  with  other  faults,  are  fcan- 
daloufly  numerous. 

P.  Terentii  Jfri  Comcedies  le::.  .  Rccenfult,  perpetxiamque  Ad- 
notationem  et  Latinkatls  Jndicem  adjecit  M.  Benj.  Frid.  Schmlc- 
dtr,  Gymnajii  Hulenjts  Luth.  Reitor.     Halje.      1794' 

The  fix  Comi'dies  of  Terence,  reviled  and  lllu (ir at ed  by  Schmlcdcr^ 
8^'5.     bs.  bd.  Jeivcd.     Imported  by  Efclier.     1796. 

^TpHIS  is  not  the  fird  attempt  of  M.  Schmieder  to  promote 
•*    the  fludy  of  Terence  j  for  he  previoufly  publifljed  a  Ger^ 
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tnah  tranflation  of  the  works  of  that  pleafing  dramatin;,  whiclt 
tnet  with  a  favourable  reception.  To  facilitate  the  knowledge 
of  the  original,  he  has  now  given  a  new  edition  to  the  world, 
accompanied  v/ith  ufeful  annotations. 

The  work  is  introduced  with  an  account  of  the  different 
fpecies  of  ancient  comedy, — a  life  of  Terence, — remarks  ori 
his  metre, — and  a  ftatement  of  the  fubjedls  of  his  plays. — - 
With  regard  to  the  number  of  editions  with  which  his  works 
have  been  honoured,  we  are  informed  that  40  made  their 
fucceiTive  appearance  in  the  interval  between  the  commence- 
ment of  printing  and  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century  ;  that 
about  170  came  forth  in  the  following  century  ;  and  that  87 
were  printed  in  the  feventeenth  :  but,  of  thofe  which  have  ap* 
peared  in  the  prefent  age,  the  amount  is  not  mentioned. 

In  the  Andria,  acl  i.  fc.  I.  p.  38),  praponere  is  fubltitut- 
ed  by  our  editor,  (or pra^ponensy  to  preferve  a  continuity  cf  con- 
ltru6lion  ;  but  this  alteration,  which  is  borrowed  from  the 
edition  printed  at  Deux-ponts,  is  not  juftified  by  any  manu- 
fcripts  ;  and  the  ordinary  reading  is  not  wholly  indcfenfible. 
He  prefers  gaudeont  and  comparent  (a£l  iv.  (z.  I)  for  the 
fingular  number  of  thofe  verbs;  but  the  fingular  is  evidently 
more  accurate,  though  inftances  occur  which  give  a  fandlion 
to  the  life  of  the  plural,  even  in  reference  to  qu'ifquam. — In 
the  Eunuch  (aft  ii.  fc.  2),  he  omits  aucupes^  for  plaufible,  if 
not  fatisfaflory,  reafons.  He  explodes  tiie  conjecture  of  Dr. 
Bentley,  who  (acl  iii.  fc.  2}  recommends  abdomini  bunc  wa- 
ttim  for  c^  homhie  hunc  vatum  ;  and,  on  his  own  authority,  \\t 
introduces  ex  nomine  into  the  text  ;  an  alteration  which  is 
liable  to  obje£lion,  though  it  is  preferable  to  the  fuggeliion  of 
theEnglifh  critk.  In  the  comedy  of  the  Self-Tormentor 
(aft  iii.  fc  l),  we  read,  diJJ'olv'i  me  oc'ius^  inftead  of  dijfhlv't 
me-i  otiofus :  the  former  is  the  better  reading.  In  the  lame 
line,  Madame  Dacier  confiders  huic  as  more  proper  than  tibi; 
but  the  German  editor  rejefts  the  alteration  as  inexpedient. 
The  perplexed  pafTage  (fc.  4),  which  is  varioully  underllood, 
is  thus  given  by  him,  as  v/eil  as  Jjy  WeftcrhofF:  Clinia  crat, 
jib'i  iit'i  nunc  det  illamy  i/ii  /amen  poji  datUrum  :  mille  hiimmum 
pcjc'iu  If  all  difficulties  are  not  removed  by  this  mode  of  ex- 
hibiting the  fpeech  of  the  fervant,  it  is,  at  leaf!:,  an  improve- 
ment of  the  fenfe. 

The  illuftrations  of  the  three  remaining  plays  furnifh  op- 
portunities foi"  the  following  remarks.  The  editor  corrects 
the  female  critic  already  mentioned,  for  having  reprefented 
Geta  (Adelph.  aft  iii.  fc  2)  as  intimating  thar  he  would 
^fv'illingly  futFer  any  punifiiment,  if  he  could  obtain  the  grati- 
fication of  revenge  agaiull  thofe  who  had  offended  hinu  The 
aniniadverfion  is  juft  \  for  the  fpeaker  refers  to  the  puniihment 
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-^VxcW  he  would  infli<Sl,  not  to  that  which  he  would  fuffcr. — - 
The  fpeech  of  Micio  (aft  v.  fc  4),  non  malim  qitidem  !  19 
accompanied  with  a  note,  intimating  the  acceptation  of  n^n 
tnalim  in  the  fenfe  of  malim  :  but  this  idea  would  be  more  re- 
gularly and  efFeftually  anfwered  by  feparating  the  negative 
from  maliw,  and  confidering  it  as  the  immediate  reply  to  the 
queftion  contained  in  the  preceding  fpeech.  We  do  not  fee 
the  necefTity  of  altering  paterctur  (Phorm.  a£l,  iii.  fc.  4)  into 
potirctur.  NcquCy  before  the  name  of  Antipho  (fc.  5),  is 
changed,  on  ftronger  grounds,  into  ^eque. — Bentley  is  cenfured 
by  our  commentator  for  the  frivolous  reafons  which  induced 
him  to  condemn  this  line  as  fpurious, — itaque  adeo  una  animoy 
&c.  (Hecyr.  aft.  ii.  fc  1) — a  verfe  which,  though  it  involves 
fome  ambiguity  of  expreffion,  ought  not  to  be  haftily  explod- 
.ed.  But  the  critic  whofe  freedom  in  this  refpeft  is  molt  ob- 
fervable,  is  Guyet,  who  propofes  the  omiffion  of  long  paf- 
fages,  and  even  whole  fcenes,  in  which  any  difficulties  occur : 
he  is  therefore  fubjefted  to  the  la{h  of  M.  Schmieder,  who 
accufes  him  of  wiihing  to  ejeft  from  the  Terentian  text  every 
fentence  which  he  does  not  underftand.  If  all  the  pafTages 
which  are  not  perfeftly  intelligible  to  every  editor,  fhould  be 
expunged,  the  works  of  the  ancients  would  be  llrangely  mu- 
tilated and  defaced. 


Hijlo'ire  Chronologlque  des  Operations  de  ? Armec  du  Nord,  ct 
de  celle  de  Sambre  et  Meiife.  Depnis  le  Alois  de  Germinal  de 
VAn  I  I.  {Fin  de  Mars  1794)  jufqu'au  mime  Mois  de  V  An 
III.  (1795)  Tiree  des  Lii'res  d'Ordre  de  ces  deux  Armec 5. 
Par  le  Citoyen  David^  Temoin  de  la  plupart  de  leiirs  E.v 
plaits.  A  Paris,  et  re-imprime,  fc  irouvc  cbez  J.  De  BofFe. 
1796. 

A  Hifjory  of  the  Campaigns  of  General  Plchegru,  containing 
the  Operations  of  the  Armies  of  the  North,  and  of  the  Sambre 
and  the  Meufe,  from  March  1794  to  March  1795  ;  tvith 
Anecdotes  of  the  Campaign,  and  Memoirs  of  Generals  Pichc- 
grit,  fourdan,  Moreau,  Macdonald,  Souham^  Valetau, 
Dei-'inther,  Daendals,  Salm,  Bonneau^  Jardony  Reunier, 
and  Duverger.  By  Citizen  David.  'Tran/lated  from  the 
French.     2>vo.     ^s.   Jewed,     Robinfons.     1796. 

P^VERY  journal  or  document  that  can  throw  light  on  the 
"^^  hiftory  of  the  mod  important  war  in  which  Europe  was 
ever  engaged,  muft  be  accounted  highly  valuable  ;  and  how- 
ever liable  to  fufpicion  the  accounts  written  by  the  parties 
concerned  may  appear,  it  is  only  by  diligently  comparing 
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them,  and  judicioufly  weighing  their  refpedlive  aflevtions, 
that  we  can  attain  the  only  certainty  of  which  military  hiftorjr 
is  capable.  The  work  before  us  appears,  upon  the  whole, 
to  be  written  with  candour;  there  are  exceptionable  and  fuf- 
picious  paflages,  and  there  are  boaft^ul  apoftrophes  and  vaunt- 
ing exclamations ;  but  the  truth  is,  in  Pichegru's  campaigns, 
there  was  much  of  which  it  was  impofflble  for  a  Frenchman 
not  to  boafl,  and  much  which  their  enemies  will  find  it  diffi- 
cult not  to  admire. 

Citizen  David,  the  author  of  this  hiftory,  was  one  of  thofe 
who  took  refuge  in  the  army,  to  avoid  the  tyranny  of  the 
home-government,  at  a  period  when,  he  obferves,  France  was 
devoured  by  an  anarchy,  of  which  no  other  nation  ever  af- 
forded any  example,  when  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  was 
in  the  hands  of  men  who  were  more  depraved  than  Caligula, 
more  ignorant  and  brutal  than  Claudius,  and  more  cruel  than 
Nero.  After  feme  remarks  on  this  ftate  of  things,  which 
are  as  fevere  as  any  Engliftiman  could  wilh,  he  conjures  pof- 
terity  to  fufpend  its  deteftation,  and  bellow  execrations  only 
on  thofe  who  have  deferved  them.  France,  he  afferts,  ftill 
poffeffed  virtuous  men,  who  underftood  the  principles  of  juf- 
tice,  and  never  departed  from  them  ;  and  even  the  conven- 
tion, independent  of  its  martyrs,  contained  men  of  probity, 
the  enemies  of  tyranny  and  crimes.  The  ilate  of  the  armies 
at  this  period  was  not  lefs  deplorable.  The  foldiery,  like  the 
other  citizens,  had  their  informers,  their  revolutionary  tribu- 
nals, and  their  executioners.  His  pidure  of  the  army  is  fuf- 
ficiently  frightful :  but  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  he  has 
exaggerated  it,  that  the  merit  of  Pichegru  and  Richard  may 
appear  the  greater  in  reftoring  difcipline.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
he  hazards  much  in  affcrting  that  the  committee  of  public  fafety 
were  defirous  that  the  French  armies  Ihould  be  beaten.  He 
inftances,  indeed,  their  dlfmiffing  of  Jourdan  at  the  moment 
in  which  he  had  driven  the  enemy  from  before  Maubeuge, 
and  faved  the  republic : — this,  however,  may  have  been  the 
effe£l  of  ignorance,  or  of  perfonal  pique  againfl  Jourdan. 
Wicked  as  they  were,  their  wickednefs  mull  have  been  bound- 
ed by  felf-prefervation. 

The  arrival  of  general  Pichegru,  and  Richard  a  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  people,  form.ed  the  commencement  of  a  new  aera 
in  the  affairs  of  the  army.  Thefe  men  foon  paved  the  way 
for  the  moft  brilliant  campaign.  Pichegru's  orders  were  fim- 
ply  to  conquer.  He  received  no  plan  :  and  thefe  laconic  orders 
were  given  at  a  time  when  the  three  bed  fortreffes  of  the  firft 
Une  of  the  French  fortifications  were  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
From  this  period,  citizen  David  begins  his  hiftory,  detailing 
the  operations  of  each  day,  with  occafional  remarks.     His 
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jnode,  be  teils  us,  was,  in  viliting  the  field  of  battle,  to  ex-» 
amine  the  French  dUpofitions  and  thofe  of  the  enemy,  of 
which  he  carefully  prefervcd  minutes.  When  at  a  lofs  to 
comprehend  any  of  the  movements  of  the  troops,  Pichegru, 
Reunier,  and  other  general  officers,  gratified  his  curiofity  by 
pn  explanation  of  the  motives  of  each  manoeuvre  ;  and  from 
the  knowledge  of  affairs  vi^hich  he  acquired  on  the  fpot,  he 
}l$is  veafcjn  to  inform  his  readers  that  they  cannot  be  too  careful 
how  they  receive  the  accounts  of  the  French  journalifts,  or 
cyen  the  reports  of  the  convention. 

Pichegru's  firft  plan  was  an  invafion  of  Flanders,  to  make 
a  ftrong  diverfion,  and  remove  the  enemy  from  the  theatre  of 
their  fuccefles,  while  he  atled  powerfully  on  their  centre. 
The  iirft  confequences  of  this  plan  were  fhe  taking  of  Cour- 
tray,  the  battle  of  Moefcrcen,  the  taking,  of  Menin  by  the 
French,  and  of  Landrecies  by  the  Auftrians.  After  thefe 
advantages  and  checks,  Pichegru  deviated  .from  his  original 
plan  of  a£liiig  only  againft  the  centre  of  the  enemy,  and  de- 
termined to  make  vigorous  attacks  on  their  wings,  ■vX  ithout  atr- 
tempting  the  recovery  of  Landrecies.  In  chapters  4th,  5th, 
6thj  and  7th,  we  have  an  unparalleled  difplay  of  his  (kill  and 
fuccefs  in  conducting  this  plan,  evinced  in  the  battle  of  Cour- 
,tray,  the  redudtion  of  Thtiin,  Fontaine  I'Eveque,  and  Binch  ; 
the  defeat  of  the  Englifh  ;irmy  at  Larmoy,  Turcbing,  &;c. 
the  retreat  of  Clairfait  to  Thick  ;  the  aiftion  at  Pont-Achin, 
the  paffage  of  the  Sombre,  the  taking  of  Ypres,  and  the  other 
•anions  which  preceded  the  entrance  of  the  French  into 
Bruges,  Oitend,  and  Cihent,  and  the  taking  of  Oudenarde 
and  Tournay.     On  Oudenarde  v/e  find  this  remark — 

?  Oudenarde  furrendered  on  the  15th  of  MefTidor  (July  3)  ; 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  Tournay  was  evacuated 
by  the  enemy.  Thus,  in  one  day,  Ghent,  Oudenarde  and 
'Tournay,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  It  was  not  by 
fpilling  oceans  of  blood  before  thefe  pla<  es,  that  they  were 
reduced  :  jt  was  by  beating  the  enemy  in  the  open  field,  and 
by  a  combination  of  movements  that  made  the  refiftance  of 
thefe  towns  hopelefs.  This  campaign  is  fulRcient  to  convitice 
perfons  who  would  ftuc'y  military  affairs,  of  the  error  of  the 
old  taciics,  which  coamienced  by  filling  the  trenches  of  the 
enemy's  flrong  placer.  Vvith  the  carcafes  of  the  braveft  of  the 
troops.  A  ftrong  town  is  impregnable  while  it  is  covered  by 
an  unbroken  army;  but  lio  fortrefs  can  hold  out,  when  the 
army  by  which  it  was  defended  is  driven  from  the  field.  The 
re-taking  of  Valenciennes,  le  Queinoy,  Conde,  and  Landre- 
cies,by  the  French,  affords  proofs  of  this  propofition.  Piche- 
gru never  befieged  a  p;lace  that  was  not  neceiT^ary  to  fecure 
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ihe  pofition  of  his  army  j  yet,  on  this  principle^  he  made 
greater  progrefs  in  the  enemy's  country  than  the  generals  v/ho 
preceded  him.'     P.  46. 

In  chapter  VIII.  we  find  fome  remarks  on  the  decree  of  the 
convention  forbidding  the  French  troops  to  make  EngUlh  or 
Hanoverian  prifoners,  wliich  required  to  be  noticed.  Recur- 
ring again  to  his  opinion  that  the  Jacobins  played  into  the 
hands  of  the  Britilh  minidry,  he  now  more  tlian  infinuates 
that  the  law  ordaining  the  impvifonment  and  confifcation  of 
the  property  of  the  Englifh  refident  in  France,  and  the  decree 
againfl  taking  Ei.glifh  and  Hanoverian  prifoners,  were  obtain- 
ed by  the  intrigues  of  the  Englifli  miniiter,  that  the  people  of 
England  might  be  thereby  more  inflamed  againll  the  French, 
and  become  more  cordially  parties  in  the  war.  Ail  this  ap- 
pears to  us  unfounded;  the  fpeech  of  Barrere  fufliciendy 
accounts  for  the  latter  decree  pailing,  without  the  necellity  of 
fuppofing  an  indirect  impulfe  from  this  quarter.  His  other 
remarks,  however,  are  too  juft  to  be  omitted — ' 

.'  The  atrocious  decree  of  which  we  are  fpeaklng,  was  at 
once  impolitic  and  fubverfive  of  all  the  laws  of  war.  It  was 
impolitic,  becaufe  the  enemy  is  more  annoyed  by  the  making 
of  a  great  many  prifoners,  than  by  the  de(lvu£lion  of  a  fmall 
number  of  the  troops  :  but  thofe  who  are  experienced  in  war 
know,  that  lefs  time  is  in  general  ccnfumed  in  making  twp  or 
three  thoufand  prifoners,  than  in  the  maflacre  of  one  hundred 
men.  This  decree  could  not  fail  to  exafperate  the  troops 
againfl  whom  it  was  direcled ;  but  military  prudence  forbids 
us  to  reduce  the  enemy  to  defpair.  In  a  v/ord,  this  law  tend- 
ed to  dimlnifh  the  courage,  and  to  debafe  the  minds  of  our 
foldiery. 

*  This  decree  was  equajly  unjuft.  War,  in  the  midfb  of 
its  calamities,  has  its  principles  of  law  and  humanity,  and 
wretched  is  the  nation  by  which  thefe  are  contemned  and  vio- 
lated. War  is  not  a  natural  relation  exifting  betvyeen  man  and 
man,  but  a  relation  between  one  government  and  another. 
While  a  foldier  is  armed,  he  is  the  enemy  of  the  foldier  of 
the  adverfe  party-  But  having  thrown  down  his  arnis,  he  re- 
turns to  his  natural  fituatlon;  and  he  into  whofe  power  he 
falls,  owes  to  him  all  that  humanity  demands  for  the  unfortu- 
nate. The  favages  Hay  their  prifoners  and  devour  them  : 
men  who  are  partially  civilized,  but  in  thl§  refpecl  more  fa- 
vage  ftill,  make  flaves  of  their  enemies  :  but  a  free  people 
make  prifoners  of  them,  and  treat  them  with  kindnefs. 

'  It  is  fortunate  tliat  governments  have  not  always  tl^e 
power  of  rendering  the  people  as  unjull  and  ferocious  as 
themfelves.     The  decree  in  queftion  had  little  effe6l  on  the 
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French  troops.  A  reconnoitring  party,  on  the  4th  of  Mefli- 
dor  (June  22),  puftied  from  Walcem  to  the  gates  of  Ghent, 
and  took  a  confidcrable  number  of  Hanoverian  prifoners,  who 
were  conduiled  to  Wilbek,  which  was  the  head-quarters  of 
general  Souham.  An  officer  of  the  etat-major  happened  to 
lee  them  arrive,  and  faid  to  the  fergeant  of  the  party, — 
•'  This  is  an  embarraffing  affair,  comrade  :  I  wifh  you  had 
left  ihofe  men  where  you  found  them.''  The  fergeant  re- 
plied— "  General,  there  are  jufl  fo  many  lefs  of  the  enemy." 
*'  You  are  right,"  faid  the  officer,  "  but  a  barbarous  law  ex- 
ifts  againft  thofe  poor  men." — "  We  know  it  well,"  replied 
the  brave  foldier  fiercely  j  "  but  the  convention  will  not  pre- 
tend to  make  executioners  of  the  republican  foldiery !  Send 
the  prifoners  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  :  if  thefe  men 
mull  die,  let  their  hands  be  fteeped  in  their  blood  !" 

'  There  were  others  who  had  not  the  courage  of  this  gal- 
lant foldier.  A  general  of  brigade,  through  the  fear  of  being 
difmiifed,  caufed  feveral  Hanoverian  prifoners  to  be  fliot ;  and 
it  has  been  faid,  that  another  general  put  one  to  death  with 
his  own  hand.  I  forbear  to  name  them  :  but  if,  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  they  (hould  experience  an  hour  of 
returning  fenfibility,  they  will  be  fufficiently  puniffied.  It  is 
a  fubjecl  of  confolation,  that  this  barbarous  law  was  almoft 
uuiverfally  refilled  by  the  army  of  the  north. 

*  The  decree  which  denied  quarter  to  the  garrifons  of  the 
French  towns  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  was  of  the  fame  na- 
ture as  that  we  have  been  confidering.  It  was  calculated  to 
drive  thefe  troops  to  a  defperate  defence,  which  might  have 
coft  us  an  infinite  number  of  rnen  :  befide,  we  then  occupied 
all  the  fhrong  places  of  Belgium,  and  had  the  emperor  adopted 
the  fame  policy,  and  we  had  afterward  been  unfuccefsful,  our 
brave  troops  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
being  executed  in  France  for  cowardice,  or  put  to  the  fword 
in  the  fortrefles  of  Flanders. 

*  Under  fuch  deilru6live  policy,  how  did  men  expe6l  to 
find  foldlers  ?  Every  good  citizen  will  die  for  his  country, 
when  it  is  necefTary  ;  but  it  is  more  deGrable  to  live  for  the 
purpofe  of  ferving  her ;  and  no  man  is  called  upon  to  throw 
away  his  life  without  utility.  In  faft,  the  abfurdity  of  thefe 
two  laft  decrees  inclined  fome  who  were  fpe(£tators  of  the  af- 
fairs of  France  to  believe,  that  thofe  who  then  governed  us, 
embarraficd  with  the  controul  of  fo  many  millions  of  brave 
men,  were  defirous  of  depopulating  the  country. 

*  The  comm.andant  of  le  Quefnoy  gave  a  fine  leffon  to 
thofe  who  fummoncd  him  to  furrender  on  this  occafion.  He 
coolly  repliedT— "  No  nation  has  a  right  to  command  another 
to  difiionour  iliferf."    p.  54. 

The 
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The  care  which  the  principal  French  generals  took  to  avoid 
the  execution  of  the  kft-mentioned  decree,  does  them  immor- 
tal honour.  The  reader  will  find  a  pleafing  account  of  their 
virtuous  itruggles  in  the  caufe  of  humanity,  in  chapters  IX.  X. 
and  XL  Speaking  of  the  convention  which  made  this  decree, 
David  remarks  that— 

'  It  would  betray  an  ignorance  of  human  nature  to  fuppofe 
that  every  man  who  participated  in  thefe  acls  was  fortified 
with  an  obdurate  heart.  But  will  that  be  an  excufe  for  them  ? 
PufiUanimity,  in  times  of  revolution,  is  as  deftru6live  to  true 
liberty,  as  ambition  and  inordinate  paflion  :  and  that  which 
was  fo  aptly  called  the  belly  of  the  convention,  has  been  the 
caufe  of  as  deep  injuries  to  the  nation,  by  its  cowardice,  as  all 
the  liberticide  factions  with  which  France  has  been  agitated. 
Richard,  Pichegru,  Moreau,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  ge- 
nerals in  the  army  of  the  north,  chofe  rather  to  incur  the 
rifk  of  their  lives  than  to  deviate,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  from 

the   laws  of    war Robefpierre  denounced  thefe 

patriots,  in  the  tribune,  on  the  8th  Thermidor  (July  26) :' 
but  his  own  fall  prevented  the  nation  from  being  difgraced  by 
their  deaths. 

Of  Moreau  we  have  this  remarkable  anecdote,  that  the 
very  day  he  entered  the  almoft  impregnable  fort  of  Sluys,  one 
of  the  boldeil  eiiterprifes  of  the  campaign,  his  aged  father 
fell  under  the  fhroke  of  the  guillotine. 

*  It  was  long  before  Moreau  was  apprized  of  this  event. 
When  it  was  made  known  to  him,  defpair  fo  wholly  poflTefled 
his  mind,  that  it  has  been  faid  he  would  have  quitted  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  republic  from  horror,  had  he  not  been  deterred 
by  the  healing  counfels  of  his  friends.  The  character  of  the 
fon  at  length  yielded  to  that  of  the  citizen  ;  and  he  continues 
to  ferve  with  fidehty  and  fuccefs  a  country  that  aflaflinated  his 
parent.'     P.  73. 

David  relates  a  fimilar  anecdote  of  Tallin,  a  captain  in  the 
9th  regiment  of  hufTars. 

Omitting  the  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the  army,  we 
{hall  only  obferve,  that  in  chap.  XV.  we  have  an  impartial  ac- 
count of  the  tyranny  exerted  in  the  Netherlands  by  the  French 
commifiTioners,  or  proconfuls,  as  David  always  calls  them. 
This  is  followed  by  an  explanation  of  the  military  principles 
of  general  Pichegru,  an  article  highly  interefting  to  military 
men,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  old  and  experienced  officers  who 
had  to  contend  with  him.  His  fyftem  (and  it  appears  to  have 
been  generally  followed  fince  by  his  fucceffors)  confided  in 
ading  inceiTaiitly  upon  the  offenfivej  in  prefling  the  enemy 

without 
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without  affording  them  opportunity  of  rq^airing  difafters  ;  \n 
Iceking  occafions  to  engage,  and  planning  movements  to  com- 
pel the  enemy  to.  fight;  and  in  concentrating  the  armies  in  the 
field,  and  never  fitting  down  before  a  flrong  place,  the  poifef- 
fion  of  which  was  not  abfolutely  ncceffary  to  the  fecurity  of 
his  further  operations.  From  his  fuccefs,  it  appears  that  there 
was  fomethiug  in  the  fituation  of  the  French  army  at  this 
time,  and  foinething  in  the  French  charadler,  with  which  this 
fyftem  e.\a6lly  corrcfponded.  At  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  king  of  Prullia  teftificd  his  eftcem  for  it,  by  writing 
in  thefe  terms  to  the  emperor.  *  It  will  be  impoffible  to  cover 
your  territories  from  invafion.  The  French  have  armies  that 
are  daily  renewing  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  difguifed,  that  their 
generals  purfue  an  incomparable  plan  of  operations,  which 
difconcerts  and  defeats  all  our  proje£ls.' 

Tiie  whole  of  this  work  does  not  yield  a  more  ftriking  in- 
flance  of  impartiality  than  the  following — - 

*  In  the  ofTicial  reports  of  the  reprefentatives,  relative  to 
the  furrender  of  Nimeguen,  they  ftated  that  the  enemy  were 
induced  to  evacuate  the  place  by  the  taking  of  fort  Scheneck, 
which  opened  to  us  the  paflage  of  the  Waal.  Thefe  ignorant 
men  were  not  informed  that  this  fort  is  no  longer,  as  former- 
ly, on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rliine.  They  did  not  know 
that,  during  a  flood,  this  river  changed  its  bed  in  this  place  ; 
and  that  the  ruins  of  the  fort  are  at  prefent  on  the  left  bank, 
and  are  of  no  importance.  But  provided  they  treated,  in  their 
reports,  the  enemy  as  cowards  and  Haves,  and  made  a  fufH- 
cient  number  r.f  thole  fiaves  bite  the  duft,  and  that  this 
flaughter  was  efFe£led  with  the  lofs  of  no  more  than  two  or 
three  repiiblicans,  the  report  was  made  in  due  order,  and  w^as 
pevfectly  well  received. 

'  Thefe  , ridiculous  phrafes,  however,  had  better  given  place 
to  exact  details.  To  avoid  contempt,  it  would  have  been 
weU  for  our  proconfuls  to  have  vifited  the  fpot,  concerning 
which  they  had  to  make  their  report.  But  they  affedled  to  be 
int^atlible ;  and  this  prefumption  led  them  into  a  great  many 
abfurditics  which  gave  infinite  diverfion  to  the  armies."^ 
.!••   137-  ' 

In  the  fubfequent  chapter  are  fome  remarks  on  the  want  of 
concert  among  the  allies,  to  which  this  author,  as  well  as  all 
other  writers,  attributes  much  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  French. 
He  expreiTes  the  gratitude  of  the  French  nation  to  the  duke  of 
York  in  a  drain  of  irony,  as  having  detached  himfelf  from  his 
allies,  and  afforded  the  French  an  opportunity  of  defeating 
him  feparately,  which  opened  the  way  to  their  future  fuccefles. 
In  his  Ohfervatlom  an  the  Political  and  Geograpiyicul  Siiuatio)^ 
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of  Holland y  he  gives  a  juft  charafter  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
a  corre£l  though  brief  account  of  their  commercial  relations, 
which  is  followed  by  a  detail  of  the  events  which  led  to  the 
furrender  of  the  United  Provinces  to  the  power  of  France, 
the  evacuation  of  the  Englilh,  &e.  and  that  fnigular  fact  of 
the  horfc  and  light  artillery  marching  into  North  Holland  over 
the  ice,  and  leizing  the  Dutch  (hips  of  v/ar.  As  the  Hol- 
landers do  not  poficfs  a  fingle  port  into  which  their  men  of 
war  can  enter  armed  and  rigged,  they  are  obliged  to  leave  them 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Zuyderzee,  in  a  narrow  arm  of  the 
fea,  which  lies  between  the  north  point  of  Weft  Friefland  and 
the  Texel.  Phis  flrait  freezes  ^hnolt  as  readily  and  as  fre- 
quently as  the  rivers  ;  and  here  the  extraordinary  fpe£lacle  was 
ieen  of  a  fleet  taken  by  horfemen. 

Thefe  details  are  followed  by  the  author's  refle£lions  on  the 
incredible  fuccefles  of  the  French  in  the  prefent  war,  anec- 
dotes of  the  campaign,  and  characters  of  the  generals,  in 
which  the  reader  will  find  a  confidcrable  portion  of  amufe- 
ment  and  information.  With  the  referve  already  hinted  at, 
we  think  this  work  will  be  highly  valuable  to  future  hiftorians  : 
,but  it  gives  us  pain  to  find  that  in  thiS;,  as  in  m.oft  other  works 
even  of  the  moil  impartial  French  writers,  the  character  and 
intentions  of  the  people  of  England  are  fo  unhappily  con- 
founded with  the  ignorance,  rnifconduit,  and  intrigues  of  the 
authors  of  the  war,  as  to  create  a  rancour  which  will  not  be 
eafily  difpelled,  and  which,  being  returned  in  kind,  mult  per- 
petuate enmity  between  the  two  nations. 

In  our  extracts  from  this  work,  we  have  chiefly  followed 
the  tranflation  publiflied  by  Mefli's.  Robinfon,  which  tranf- 
fufes  the  manlere  of  French  republican  writing  pretty  fug- 
fcefsfully. 


De  la  Medec'ine  operato'trCy  on  Traite  Elementaire  des  Operations 
de  la  Chu  urgie^  avec  des  Planches  en  Taille-douce.  Par 
Pierre  Laffus^  Profeffeiir  a  rEcole  de  Same  de  Paris.  1  Vols. 
8z^o.     Paris. 

Operative  Medecine  \  or  an  Elementary  Treatifc  on  the  Operations 
of  Surgery^  lUujirated  ivith  Plates.  By  Peter  LajJiiSf  Pro- 
fejjor  in  the  School  of  Health  at  Paris.  2  Fols.  2>vo.  14^. 
Sewed.     Imported  by  De  Bofte.     1796. 

JN  our  own  country,  furgery  has  of  late  years  been  enriched 

■*•  by  many  valuable  improvements ;  and  on  the  continent  its 

,  progrefs  does  not  appear  to  have  been  lefs  rapid,  or  lefs  mark- 

^     ■  ed 
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cd  by  the  utility  of  the  additions  -which  have  been  made  to  it. 
An  attempt,  therefore,  to  colleO:  into  a  more  clear  point  of 
view,  and  to  defcribe  with  accuracy  and  precifion,  the  differ- 
ent llcps  and  circumftances  which  are  neceflary  to  be  attended 
to  in  the  operative  part  of  the  profeffion  of  the  furgeon,  can- 
not be  altogether  ufelefs. 

The  prefent  work  of  profeflbr  LafTus  is  of  this  kind,  and 
feems  to  be  executed  in  a  manner  that  muft  be  ferviceable  to 
young  practitioners.  It  is  not  indeed  a  complete  or  perfeft 
treatife  on  the  department  of  furgery  to  which  it  particularly 
relates  ;  but  fo  far  as  the  author  has  gone,  the  fubje£ls  appear 
to  have  been  examined  with  attention,  and  to  be  defcribed  in 
fo  eafy  and  familiar  a  way,  that  it  cannot  be  difficult  for  even 
the  tyro  to  comprehend  them.  By  thus  rendering  the  prin^ 
ciples  of  the  art  more  plain  and  obvious,  at  leaft  one  advan- 
tage will  be  gained, — its  acquifition  and  improvement  muft  be 
more  expeditious  and  certain. 

The  profeflbr  fets  out  by  confidering  the  means  of  curing 
frefli  wounds ;  and  his  obfervations  on  them  are  ufeful  and 
interefting.  He  differs  in  fome  points  from  the  more  early 
writers  on  this  fubjeO:.  He  thinks  that  the  bloody  futurey 
which  has  been  recommended  in  moft  wounds,  but  efpeclally 
in  deep  or  tranfverfe  ones,  is  generally  unneceflary,  and  that 
it  frequently  does  harm.  Recent  wounds,  in  general,  he  fays, 
may  be  cured  moft  conveniently  by  means  of  adhcfive  plaifter 
applied  fo  as  to  keep  their  lips  in  union.  For  this  purpofe  the 
author,  however,  prefers  iilk  fpread  over  with  ifinglafs,  to  the 
plaifter  commonly  employed,  as  not  caufing  fo  much  irrita- 
tion or  inflammation  of  the  fkin,  in  the  part  to  which  it  is 
applied. 

On  wounds  of  the  abdomen,  the  remarks  of  the  author  are 
alfo  judicious  ;  and  he  feems  to  he  equally  averfe  to  the  ufe  of 
the  needle  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  as  in  thofe  on  other  parts  of 
the  body.  The  diredlions  for  the  management  of  the  patients 
in  fuch  fituations  are  well  conceived :  and  the  whole  is  ren- 
dered extremely  clear  and  intelligible  by  the  cafes  which  the 
author  has  occafionally  introduced. 

The  defcriptlon  of  the  operation  of  tapping  Is  fufficlently 
accurate,  and  the  particular  circumftarices  attending  it  are 
treated  with  much  clearnefs  j  but  v/e  have  obferved  nothing 
that  has  not  been  long  well  underftood,  in  the  very  long  ac- 
count v/hlch  the  author  has  given  of  It.  He  indeed  difregards 
a  bandage  in  thefe  cafes  :  but  we  think  that  though  the  pro- 
feffor  may  not  be  in  the  habit  of  ufmg  a  bandage  after  this 
operation,  It  is  extremely  ufeful  in  general,  and  in  many  cafes 
xndifpenfably  neceflary. 

*  The 
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The  obfervations  on  the  drOpfy  of  the  ovarium  are  not  Im- 
portant. 

In  the  fourth  chapter  the  author  treats  of  the  ciefarian  ope- 
ration, the  fe£lion  of  the  fymphyfis  pubis,  and  the  rupture  of 
the  uterus.  The  different  modes  of  performing  the  firft, 
when  it  may  be  found  neceflary,  which  we  think  will  be  very 
feldom,  are  detailed  with  perfpicuity  and  correftnefs.  On  the 
fecond  the  profeflbr  is  not  fo  full :  he  confiders  it  as  an  operation 
from  which  little  advantage  is  to  be  expe£led.  This  Is,  we 
believe,  now  the  general  opinion  of  obftetric  pradlitioners. 
The  lafl:  Is  confidered  as  an  accident  that  occurs  more  fre- 
quently than  has  been  commonly  fuppofed.  The  dire(2:Ions 
which  are  laid  down  for  the  management  of  the  patient  m 
cafes  of  this  nature,  are  judicious  and  proper,  though  they  do 
not  contain  much  novelty  of  Information. 

In  treating  of  different  kinds  of  hernia^  the  author  has  occu- 
pied a  confiderable  portion  of  the  firft  volume.  They  are 
accidents  that  occur  fo  very  frequently,  that  it  was  probably 
neceffary  to  give  a  full  defcription  of  them :  and  in  an  ele- 
mentary work  of  this  kind  they  cannot  fail  of  being  ufeful,  by 
prefenting  to  the  mind  of  the  young  furgeon  correal  and  de- 
terminate ideas  of  iheir  nature,  and  the  methods  of  managing 
them  which  have  been  attended  with  the  greatefl  fuccefe. 
ProfefTor  LafTus  has  not  indeed  made  any  confiderable  addi- 
tions to  the  pra£lical  direftions  contained  in  books  of  furgery 
on  thefe  fubjecls  j  but  he  has  furniflied  the  reader  with  what 
has  been  done  refpecling  them  in  a  neat  and  convenient  man- 
ner. What  this  writer  terms  the  ifchidtic  hernloy  is,  we  be- 
lieve, very  rare,  and  but  little  known.  Papen  has  defcribed 
a  cafe  of  this  kind  under  the  name  of  dorfal  hernia ;  and  our 
author  has  met  with  one  inftance  of  this  complaint,  which. 
was  in  a  woman  about  thirty  years  of  age.  The  tumor  In  this 
cafe  was  on  the  right  fide.  It  was  of  an  oblong  form,  Indo- 
lent, without  altering  the  colour  of  the  Ikin,  of  nearly  the 
fize  of  the  fifi:,  and  which,  from  its  foftnefs  and  its  not  being 
cafily  reducible,  might  have  been  miftaken,  he  fays,  peur  un 
iipome.  The  hernia  in  this  cafe,  we  are  told,  was  gradually 
cured  by  keeping  the  patient  for  fome  time  to  bed,  lying  on 
her  left  fide,  and  by  the  application  of  a  proper  comprefs  and 
bandage. 

The  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  chapters  of  the  fi.rft  volume  are 
on  the  ufe  of  the  catheter,  the  Introdudlion  of  the  found,  and 
the  manner  of  pun(£iuring  the  bladder  in  cafes  of  fupprellioii 
of  urine.  The  remaining  chapters  contain  an  account  of  the 
ftone  In  the  bladder,  and  of  the  different  modes  of  operating 
for  it, — of  the  accidents  which  attend  them, — and  alfo  of  the 

means 
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means  of  removing  Rones  from  the  urethra.  Each  of  thefc 
heads  i?  treated  in  a  manner  that  muft  be  uieful  to  thofe  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  art  of  furgery,  thotigh  they 
will  notfurnifh  them  with  much  matter  that  can  beconfidered 
as  new.  .  . 

The  fecond  volume  commences  with  an  account  of  the 
difFert-nt  fpecies  of  hydrocele.  There  the  author  differs  in 
no  very  material  refpetc  fvom  the  generality  of  writers  on  this 
lubje£t.  His  expetlations  from  the  ufe  of  ''Vinous  injections 
do  not  indeed  appear  to  be  fo  fangulne  as  thofc  of  our  country- 
man Mr.  Earle,  who  has  lately  treated  on  that  method  of 
cure.  The  conclirfions  which  the  profeffor  has  made  on  the 
different  modes  of  treatment,  are  thefe — 

'  From  the  whole  thefe  conclufions  may  be  drawn,  ill. 
that  when  the  hydrocele  is  in  a  pure  and  uncomplicated  ftate, 
the  vinoua  irtjcfiion  will  generally  produce  a  radical  cure,  and 
is  preferable  to  the  other  means  of  cure ;  being  fhortef  and 
lefs  painful.  2d.  But  that  when  the  difeafe  is  complicated 
with  a  hatdnefs  or  ulceration  of  the  vagina!  coat  of  the  tefti- 
clc;  when  the  liquor  M-hich  it  contains  is  thick,  punform,  or 
bloody ;  and  when  hydatidcs  are  prefent,  the  method  by  in- 
cifion  {hould  be  had  recourfe  to  in  preference  to  that  by  cauf- 
tic  or  by  feton.' 

From  the  whole  it  would  however  feem  that  profeflbr 
Laffus  is  notweil  acquainted  with  the  improvements  which 
have  lately  been  made  in  the  treatment  of  this  complaint. 

The  obfervatlons  on  the  difeafes  of  the  tefticlesj  and  the 
means  of  removing  them,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  penis,  are 
ufeful,  but  contain  nothing  but  what  is  to  be  found  in  almoft 
every  treatife  on  furgery. 

On  the  fiftula  in  ano,  the  author  is  more  full.  He  begins  by 
tracing  the  caufes  of  the  difeafe,  and  ftating  the  particular 
circumftances  which  occur  in  its  progrefs.  After  this  the  dif- 
rent  modes  of  cure  that  have  been  in  ufe  are  defcribed.  The 
author  chiefly  advifes  the  cure  to  be  attempted,  in  thefe  cafes, 
either  by  ligature  or  incifion.  There  are,  however,  many  ob- 
jedlions  to  the  firfl.  j  while,  by  fimply  laying  open  the  fmufes, 
the  difeafe  may  in  general  be  removed  with  the  greatell  faci- 
lity. We  believe  that  there  are  very  few  cafes  that  cannot  be 
fuccefsfuUy  managed  in  this  way. 

On  the  treatment  of  cancer,  the  author,  with  moft  writers 
on  that  diforder,  confiders  any  attempt  to  remove  the  com- 
plaint, except  by  extirpating  the  uifeafed  parts,  as  altogether 
ufelfcfs.  He,  however,  mentions  feveral  noftrums  which  have 
Veen  employed  iii  France,  and  which  have  been  faid  to  cure 
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the  difeafe.     On  fuch  remedies  we  think  little  dependence 
ought  to  be  placed,  either  in  that  country  or  our  own.     The" 
methods  of  operating,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  are  defcribed  with 
accuracy  and  clearneis. 

The  manner  of  treating  wounds  which  penetrate  into  the 
cavity  of  the  cheil  is  judicious;  and  the  refleclions  on  the 
operation  of  the  empyema  are  not  without  their  utility. 

On  wounds  of  the  head,  and  the  application  of  the  trepan, 
the  author  is  pretty  full ;  and  the  remarks  which  he  has  in- 
troduced, have,  in  general,  a  pra6lical  tendency,  though  they 
are  not  very  numerous.  In  this  part  of  the  work,  as  well  as 
many  others,  the  profcflbr  elucidates  the  principles  which  are 
laid  down,  by  the  infertion  of  cafes. 

We  have  alfo  many  ufeful  hints  refpefting  the  nature  of 
cataracts  of  the  eyes.  The  author  thinks  that  proper  diflinc- 
tions  (Irould  be  made  between  the  different  kinds  of  catara£l ; 
and  that  the  circumftances  which  mark  their  difference  ihould 
be  kept  in  view.  Before  Daviel  difcovered  the  method  of  ex- 
tra61:ing  the  cataradl,  the  profefTor  cbferves  that  the  opera- 
tion of  deprelhng  it  was  generally  employed,  but  that  at  prc- 
fent  that  method  is  totally  abandoned.  The  reafons  for  wluch, 
he  tells  us,  are  thefe : — that  it  is  not  applicable  to  all  the  dif- 
ferent cafes  of  the  difeafe  j  that  it  does  not  cure  the  memha- 
tious  cataraH ;  that  it  is  not  ufeful  when  the  cryftalline  hu- 
mour is  foft,  or  in  a  fluid  flate  -,  that  the  cataract  cannot  be 
prevented  by  it  from  returning,  even  when  it  is  in  a  folid  flate  ; 
that  from  the  injury  done  to  the  different  parts  of  the  eye,  it 
is  highly  dangerous  *,  in  fhort,  that  it  is  always  a  doubtful  and 
uncertain  operation. 

Some  of  thefe  objections,  in  our  opinion,  have  not  much 
foundation  in  truth ;  and  we  know  from  experience  that  the 
difeafe  may  frequently  be  effectually  removed  in  this  way.  We 
notwithftanding  think  with  the  profeffor,  that  the  method  by 
€xtra(£tion  is  more  certain. 

After  defcribing  the  different  means  of  cure  in  cafes  of 
fiftula  lacrymalis,  polypus  of  the  nofe,  aneuri:ms,  Sec  the 
profeffor  concludes  by  giving  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  man- 
ner of  operating  in  cafes  where  amputation  is  neceffary.  On 
the  lad  lubje£l  he  feerns  to  have  prefcnted  us  •with,  moft  of  the 
impiovements  which  have  lately  been  made. 

On  the  whole,  this  work  of  profeffor  Laifus  wiil  be  found 
a  very  ufeful  compendium  cf  operative  fuvgery,  though  the 
author  has  not  availed  hinifelf  of  all  the  ruvj  mudcs  of  prac- 
tice that  have  been  adopted  in  the  art. 


X)£mcjib£iiis 
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Demafthcnis  Oratlo  adversus  Leptitiem,  eum  SchoUis  vetcr'ihus 
et  Ccmmentario  pcrpetuo.  Acced'it  JElil  Ar'ijildls  Declama- 
tio  ejujdem  CanJJay  In  Germanid  nunc  primum  edita.  Cura 
Frtd.Jug.  PFolfii.     Halis  Saxonum,  J  789. 

^e  Speech  of  Dcmojihcnes  aga'injl  Leptinesy  with  ancient  Scho- 
lia and  a  continued  Commentarv  ;  to  which  is  added  the 
Harangue  of  yElius  Jrijiides  in  the  fame  Caufe.  Edited  by 
F.  A.Wolj^'.    Hvo.    Ss.   fewed.    Imported  by  Efcher.  1796. 

pROFESSOR  Wolff  of  Halle  has  long  borne  a  high  rank 
-*•  among  the  numerous  literati  of  modern  Germany,  in  the 
department  of  philological  learning  ;  and  the  illuftrative  ac- 
companiments of  this  edition  will  not  derogate  from  his  early 
fame. 

In  an  epidle  addrefled  to  a  German  friend,  he  affigns,  as  a 
reafon  for  feleding  the  oration  of  Demofthenes  againft  Lep- 
tines,  the  particular  adaptation  of  that  harangue  to  the  pre- 
vailing inclination  of  his  countrymen  for  the  mild  and  tempe- 
rate fpecies  of  oratory  ;  and  he  affirms,  that  he  fcarcely  ever 
rtceived  greater  pleafure  in  the  perufal  of  any  piece  of  elo- 
quence in  profe,  than  that  v/hich  he  felt  on  the  attentive  ftudy 
of  this  attraiStive  fpeech.  He  at  firft  intended  to  publifh  it 
with  only  a  fmall  portion  of  occafional  notes ;  but,  as  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe,  his  annotations  infenfibly  increafed  to  a  con- 
iiderable  bulk  j  and  he  fo  far  indulged  his  fpirit  of  criticifm, 
that  a  regular  commentary  arofe  under  his  hands. 

His  Prolegomena  partake  of  the  tedious  diffufenefs  of  his 
commentary.  The  German  commentators  feem  to  be  of  opi- 
nion that  erudition  can  only  be  evinced  by  amplitude  of  re- 
mark and  multiplicity  of  ftri6lures. 

Xhis  long  Preface  contains  a  ftatemcnt  of  the  fubftance  of 
the  oration,  and  a  detail  of  the  circumftances  which  gave  rife 
to  it,  as  well  as  of  various  particulars  connefted  with  the  fub- 
}e£l.  It  alfo  comprehends  an  account  of  the  fpeech  of  Ari- 
ftides,  which  was  firft  publifhed  in  1785.  Having  found  it 
In  the  library  of  St.  Mark  at  Venice,  Morelli  gave  it  to  the 
world  with  a  Latin  interpretation  and  notes.  It  is  more  flo- 
rid and  declamatory  than  the  oration  which  it  accompanies, 
but  lefs  weighty  and  forcible,  and  lefs  recommended  by  the 
charms  of  genuine  eloquence. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  former  oration,  a  paflage  occurs, 
■which  is  varioufly  read  in  the  manufcript  copies.  The  prefent 
editor  has  thus  given  it  :  tv  ^b  ray  'Trpoiypa^aiy  /xn^e  to  hoiTroy 
tietmt  S'uvaj,  i/xa;  to  Savai.  This  reading  is  preferable  to  that 
of  Reiflce,  as  well  as  to  that  of  our  countryman  Taylor;  but 
it  is  ftiU,  in  fome  degree,  harfli  and  uncouth.    In  a  fubfe- 
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iquent  pafTage,  M.  WolfF  attacks  Reiflce  for  the  tranfpofitioil 
bf  the  verb  "ookuv  to  an  Improper  place  ;  and,  indeed,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  {cn^c  is  injured  by  that  alteration  ;    for  the 
people  did  libt  merely  fecm  to  follow  Leptines,  when  they  ra- 
tified  the  liw,  which   he  propofed,   but  realiy  did  adopt  his 
fentiments ;  whereas,  if  he  fnould  give  way  to  the  abrogation 
of  it,  he  would  rather  Jccni  to  imbibe  their  inclinations,  than 
aBually  agree  with  them  in  his  heart. — The  difficulty  of  the 
fenfence,  wv  (xiv  ys,  tov  %/301/oy,  Is^d.  is  apparently  removed  by 
the- explanations  of  our  editor;  the  I'efult  of  which  we  will 
tranfcribe,  as  it  will  fei"»e  aifb  for  a  fpecimen  of  his  Latinity. 
*  Si  vere  denciatit  elves  obeundis  muneribus  publicis  pares^ 
prceftare  equidem  crediderim,  rem  per  contributionem  fieri; 
Hoc  modo  parva  impenfa  ad  unumquemque  perveniet,  nee  fe 
quifquam  nimis  oneratum  queri  poterit:   contra,  e  Leptinis 
lege  et  ratione,  quantumvis  ea  omnibus  onerls  levamentum 
promittat,  ii  tamen,  quos  vult  levatos,  nonnifi  tamdiu  vaca- 
tione  fruentur,  quamdiu  hi,    quos  novcs  nunc  addemus,  in 
funclione  eriint,   pod  id  tempus  ipfi  fumtum  fa£iuri  nihilo 
minorem  quam  antea.'     He  does  iiot,    however,    admit  the 
cogency  of  the  arguments  which  he  has  here  attributed  to 
Demofthenes  ;  for  he  adds,  not  unaptly,  '  Oratorem.  vesitate 
hie  niti,  nonnlhil  dubitem.     Multum  intereltj  in  annds  fingu- 
los,  an  certio  quintove  quoque  anno  fumtus  erogare  cogamur.' 
Ill  the  difcufhon  of  the  fentencc,  a  ol  fjtBv  eiJotej  km  Tradovregf 
l^c.  he  reprehends  the  attempts  of  Markland  for  the  pretend- 
ed correction  of  an  incorrupt  part  of  the  text*     He  fupports 
the  paffage,  ita.pstcf£piiv§s  ayrov  aXKov,  Scd  againfl  thofe  who 
have  impugned  its  propriety.  He  defends  other  points  againlt 
the   molt  efteemed  commentators  ;    reiSlifies  various  errors, 
fometimes  by  mere  punctuation,  at  other  times  by  the  au- 
thority of  manufcripts ;  and  difplays,  in  general,  both  learn- 
ing and  fagacity. 

We  are  furprifcd  to  find  1I0  annotations  upon  the  fpeech  o^ 
Ariftides.  If  M.  Wolf  thought  it  worthy  of  being  publillied 
with  that  of  Derriofthenes,  it  might  alfc»  have  been  deemed 
deferving  of  foriie  illuftration. 

Rechcrches  Poll tiqUes fur  I'Etat  Ancien  et  Aioderne  de  la  Pologne^ 
appliquees  d  Ja  dernlsre  Revolution.  Par  J.  P.  Garran^ 
Reprtfentant  du  Peuple.      Paris^ 

Political  Refearches  into  the  Ancient  and  Afodern  State  of  Po- 
land; applied  to  the  lajl  Revolution  in  that  Country,  ^vo. 
5i.     ScvJcd.    Imported  by  De  Boffe.      1796. 

THE  decree  of  fraternifatiori  by  the  French  occafioned  an 
alarm  throughout  Europe  :  the  a£lual  divifion  of  Poland 
by  crowned  heads  did  not  produce  a  fingle  remonftrance  from 
■  A?p.  Vol.  XVilJ.  New  Arr*  O  o  any 
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any  of  the  dates  concerned  for  the  balance  of  power.  Every 
jman  of  thought  muft  have  made  ferious  refle6lions  on  the 
confequences  of  thefc  two  events  :  and  his  conclufions  wili 
be  derided  by  rtien  of  weak  underftandings  or  llrong  in- 
trigue. The  one  will  be  blinded  by  the  prejudices  of  the 
times;  the  other  feels  an  interell  in  betr^vying  the  rights 
of  his  fellow-creatures  :  a  few  years  will  take  off  the  veil 
from  the  eyes  of  the  firfl  j  and  the  intrigues  of  the  lafl 
will  be  detedled.  It  (hould  feem,  however,  that  in  compar- 
ing the  two  events  together,  if  one  party  was  bafe  in  the 
formation  of  its  decree,  the  othe.r  was  infinitely  more  wickeoi 
in  putting  a  nmilar  decree  of  its  own  into  execution,  and  in 
exceeding  every  idea  we  can  form  of  the  atrocities  of  the 
French,  by  the  bloody  mode  in  which  its  plans  were  exe- 
cuted. 

The  revolutions  in  France  and  Poland  happened  fo  nearlv 
at  the  fame  time,  that  they  muft  be  frequently  the  objects  of 
comparifon  ;  and  the  diffeiet'Ce  of  their  fates  muft  excite  the 
attention  of  the  politician  and  philofopher. '  Poland,  a  country 
much  larger  than  France,  was  fubdued  with  Tcarcely  a  ftrug  •• 
gle.  France  refilled  the  combined  efforts  of  the  greater  part: 
of  Europe, — carried  war  and  defclation  into  the  country  of  its 
enemies, — and  faw  by  turns  the  fovereigns,  w4io  defpifed  the 
growing  republic,  fupplicating  for  peace.  Whence  could 
this  arife  ?  Why  fhould  there  be  life  and  energy  in  one  coun- 
try,— timidity,  fervility,  and  bafenefs  in-^  the  other  ?  The  one 
country  difmifled  from  its  bofom  the  mod  warlike  nobility  in 
Europe  ;  its  warriors  and  its  fiiatefmen  were  taken  from  the 
mafs  of  the  people  :  in  the  other  Country  the  nobility  managed 
aii,  the  people  were  nothing  ;  the  nobles  fell  a  prey  to  their 
own  inteftine  divifions  ;  and  the  majority  were  found  to  prefer 
piivate  emolument  and  a  foreign  yoke  to  the  Kappinefs,  li- 
berty and  prcfperity  of  their  country. 

The  reafon  of  this  flrange  conduct  in  (he  Poles  mufi:  be 
looked  for,  not  in  a  few  infulated  hCts  of  the  prefent  century, 
but  from  the  hiftory  and  general  chara£ler  of  the  people. . 
This  hiOiory  will  be  given  diiTerently  by  the  writers  of  differ- 
ent nations  ;  and  to  arrive  at  truth,  it  will  be  ufeful  to  hear  on 
this  fubje^l:  the  fenciments  of  a  republican.  Big  with  the  fen- 
timents  of  liberty,  the  author  employed  his  thoughts  on  the 
work  before  us,  at  a  time  when  the  defpotifm  of  Robefpierre 
tiireatened  the  deftrufiiion  of  'his  country.  A6tive  efforts  at 
that  moment  were  ufelefs ;  and  confident  that  the  tyrant  would 
be  dcdroyed,  he  examined  the  hiftory  of  Poland  with  a  view 
'  to  augmen':  the  hatred  of  virtuous  men  againll  all  oppreflbrs, 
and  to  ridicule  their  indignation  againlt  a  cowavdiy.  coalition,, 
which  couJd  fpoil  only  a  difarmed  race  of  flavcji.',  From  tliis 
fpccimen  we  might  prefume  that  there  would  t? -no  compjo- 
■  '  niife 
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hi'ife  between  the  author's  feelings  and  thofe  of  the  arlftocracy ; 
he  never  fparcs  the  latter:  and  juftice  compels  us  to  obferve, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  ariftocracy  in  Polaind  juflifies  mofl  of 
!iis  inveftives  agalnft  that  order 

A  defcriptioh  of  the  country,  ■i.vA  an  inquiry  into,  the  hiftory 
of  its  oripjlnal  inhabitants,  are  the  bafis  of  our  author's  re- 
iearches:  and  the  authorities  which  he  produces,  fhow  that 
he  has  not  been  a  fuperficial  reader.  The  nature  of  the  go^ 
rernment  is  tlien  well  inveftigated,  and  the  caufes  which  have 
prevented  hitherto  the  progrefs  of  civililation  and  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  popular  liberty  in  Poland,  are  expofed  with  true 
^republican  freedom.  The  Poles  were  originally  a  horde  of 
horfemen,  whofe  incurfions  into  an  enemy's  country  procured 
them  (laves,  to  attend  to  domeilic  and  rural  employments'. 
Hence  they  held  every  thing  in  contempt,  v/hich  was  in- 
Compatible  with  the  life  of  horfemen  :  they  alone  were  free ; 
and  this  freedom,  by  the  flrengrh  of  their  laws  fo  exclude  the 
lower  order  from  any  political  employment^  degraded  both 
Orders  :  the  Caft  of  the  nobles  became  haughty,  indolent,  in- 
folent,  brutal,  and  oppreflive  :  the  plebeians,  bafe,  fervile, 
and  without  energy.  No  laws  could  keep  within  bounds  ths 
infolence  of  the  higher  order;  no  encouragement  could  raifci 
from  their  degraded  Itate  of  mind  the  children  of  oppreffion.  irt 
the  author's  opinion,  nothing  can  give  life  to  Poland  but  the 
deltru£lion  of  its  nobility^  the  general  fale  of  its  ftarofties,  the 
divifion  of  the  great  fortunes,  and  a  national  conveiition. 
Thefe  different  articles  of  reform  are  recommended  with  great 
force  of  argument:  an  attempt  is  made  to  fhow  even  the  no- 
bility, that  they  would  gain  by  mixing  with  the  commonalty.; 
and  the  evils  of  their  former  conduct  are  painted  in  fuch 
flrong  colours,  and  fo  well  contrafted  with  the  mifery  of 
their  prefent  condition  and  the  glory  of  ancient  republics^ 
that  even  a  noble  Pole  might  be  induced  to  liy  aHde  his 
prejudices,  and  learn  that  his  vaflal  and  himfelf  are  by  nature 
equal,  equally  entitled  to  the  proteclion  of  laws,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  fociety-  But,  if  the  author  produces  not  the  de- 
.fired  efre61:  on  the  Poles,  he  will  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  think- 
ing that  his  work  mud  inevitably  produce  this  inipreilion  on 
the  mind  of  every  thinking  inhabitant  of  J^vitain  and  France^ 
namely,  that  a  call  of  nobles,  an  order  of  men  proudly  fetting 
itfelf  apart  from  the  reft  of  the  country,  mull  inevitably  pro- 
duce faction,  and  ail  thofe  diforders  which  ever  refult  from  aa 
inilitution  contrary  to  natural  and  revealed  reiigicn. 
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i^tKUiii^ii  A>.i^(^a^ixa)i(X.  ISlicaiidrt  Alexipharmaca^  feu  de  VcM^ 
mi  In  Pctu  Ciboz'c  Hom'mi  datis^  corumquc  Rcmediis,  Car-* 
men ;  cum  Scholi'is  Cro'cisy  et  Eiiiecn'ii  Sophi/ice  Paraphraji 
Graca,  Ex  L'lbris  Ser'ipth  emeMdavit^  j^nmadverjionibusque  et 
Farapbruji  Lallna,  lilujlrav'it  Jo.  Gottlob  Schneider,  SaxOy 
Eloqu.  et  Phil.  Prof,  in  Viadrind  Univcrf.     Halx.      1 7  92. 

Nicafider's  Poon   concerning  Poi/ons  and  their  Remedies  ;  ac- 
companied zvith  Greek  lllujlrations^  and  a  Latin  Paraphrafe 
and    Note^y    added    by  Profeffor    Schneider,     ^vo*    ^s.  6d. 
!)ewed.     Imported  by  Efcher.      1796. 
A  S  feme  er^en  of  our  claffical  readers  may  be  unacquainted 
■'^  with  the  name  of  Nicander,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve^ 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Claros,  in  Ionia  ;  that  he  pra<5lifed 
the  medical  art  with  ^rcTit  reputation  ;  and  that  he  flouriflied 
about  die  140th  year  before  the  birth  of  Chrift.  The  poem  of 
■which  this  is  a  new  edition,  was  confidercd  by  the  ancients  as 
a  work  of  merit  and  utihty  ;  but  the  fuperior  attainments  of 
the  phyficians  of  the  prefent  times,  in  that  branch  of  the 
healing  art  \\hich  is  the  fiibjed  of  the  poem   (without  regard 
to  their  pre-eminence  in  other  departments  of  their  profefTion), 
detract  from  the  value  of  the  performance.     It  is  not,  how-*- 
ever,  our  bufinefs  to  difcufs  the  merits  of  this  production  of 
medical  antiquity,  but  to  examine  the  execution  of  the  taflt 
undertaken  by  the  German  editor. 

The  annotations  of  profeflbr  Schneider  are  too  dlfFufe,  ac* 
cording  to  the  general  cuftom  which  prevails  among  German 
commentators.  He  has  quoted,  ^vithoat  necefiity.  a  variety 
of  paflages  from  medical  and  other  writers,  and  has  amufed 
himl'elf  with  fuperfluous  illuftrations. 

As  we  cannot  be  expedled  to  follow  the  editor  m  his  extend- 
ed courfe  of  remark,  we  ihall  only  fubjoin  fome  incidental  ob* 
ferratioj^s,  before  we  g.ive  a  fumniary  opinion  of  his  claims  19 
public  approbation.- 

The  eleventh  verfe  of  the  poem  has  produced  a  note  which 
exceeds  three  pSges,  on  points  which  might  have  been  briefly 
adjulted.  With  regard  to  the  phrafe,  ttu^h  sTrtKsxMTai,  there 
is  a  difference  of  opinion  between  M.  Schneider  and  twdj 
Greek  fchoHafts  ;  and  the  profeflbr  juflly  animadverts  on  that 
interpretation  which  derives  e-niKBuXiTai  from  hXsiu,  as  if  it 
referred  to  the  a£l  of  fliutting  or  flopping  up  ;  whereas  it  in- 
volves the  fenfe  of  inclining^  being  regularly  formed  from 
HXimy  and  relates  to  the  fituation  of  Tsvy-^,  or  the  mouth  of 
the  llomach.  He  diff'ers  from  the  Greek  commentators  m 
the  explication  of  other  pafl'ages ;  and  the  grounds  of  his  ob- 
jections are  generally  ftrong. 

On  the  difputed  reading  oi  a(fy;,ahomiVf  aM  (v,  124),  he  ob-* 
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ferves  that  oc\yi  and  aWvij  in  the  fenfe  of  crror.^  are  fome- 
times  ufed  fynonymoufly.  In  the  next  line,  he  retains  tte-* 
Saji,  though  we  think  that  ks^cch,  ufed  for  aHi^au^  would  im- 
prove the  fenfe.  He  recommends  aT^aMv  iox  a.7iaMv  (v.  165)5 
but  the  ordinary  reading  is  more  appropriate. 

In  a  ludicrous  pafTiige  whjch  compares  the  nolfe  of  a  flatu- 
lent ftomach  to  the  roarings  of  the  fea  or  of  thunder,  we  per- 
ceive an  irregularity  of  grarnmatical  conllrutlion,  which  re» 
quires  a  remedy,  '  Our  comnientator  conjectures  that  there  is 
a  deficiency  of  a  whole  verfe.  The  reference  of  e/3o/^jvjj  to 
a  perfonal  pronoun  fuppofed  to  be  underftood,  and  the  intro- 
du£lion  of  zan  in  the  mind,  will  perhaps  redlify  the  diforder; 
but  there  will  then  be  a  dilhculty,  arifingfrom  the  comparifon 
of  the  perfon  himfelf  to  thunder ;  though  tliia  objection  may- 
be removed  by  the  confideration  of  thofe  varied  modes  of 
fpeech  which  occur  in  the  Greek  and  in  other  languages,  and 
which  will  readily  fuggeft  themfelves  to  the  learned  reader. 

Inftead  of  accumulating  remarks  of  praife,  ccnfure,  or  il- 
luftration,  upon  a  poem  wliich  few  will  be  temptetl  to  read, 
we  fhall  conclude  with  oblerving,  that  M..  Schneider  has  ma^ 
nifefted  his  knowledge  of  natural  hiltory,  and  his  philological 
learning,  in  his  interpretation  of  the  medico-poepcai  labours 
of  Nicander. 


f^oyeige  Fhllojoph'ique  et  Plttorefque  fur  les  Rives  du  Rh'm^  a, 
Liege,  dans  la  Flandie^  le  Brubant,  la  Hollander  l^c.  fait  en 
1790  par  George  Forjler,  Fun  dcs  Compagnois  de  Cook.  'Tra- 
duit  dc  rAllemandy  a-vcc  dcs  Notes  Critiques  J  ur  la  PhyJiquCy 
la  Politique^  et  les  Arts,  par  Charles  Pougens.     Paris, 

^  Pkilofapbical  and  Pinurefque  Tour  on  the  Banks  of  the  RhinCt 
in  the  Bij/jopric.of  Liege,  Flanders,  Brabant,  Holland,  i^c. 
undertaken  in  I  79O  by  George  Forflcr,  one  of  the  Companions 
of  Captain  Cook,  Tranflatcd  into  French  from  the  Ger- 
man, and  ilitijlrated  with  Notes,  relative  to  Natural  Philofo-, 
phy,  Arts,  and  Politics,  by  Charles  Pougens.  2  Vols.  Zvo. 
los.fewed.    Imported  by  De  BofFe.     1796. 

np  HE  writer  to  whom  this  tour  is  attributed  (or  frona  whofe 
'■•  manufcripts  it  was  compiled  by  M.  Pougens)  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  thirft  of  fcience,  and  a  zeal  for  liberty.  He  was 
^  native  of  Dantzic,  whence  h^  was  fent  to  England  in  his  ear« 
ly  years ;  and  his  age  did  not  exceed  nineteen,  when  he  ac- 
companied captain  Cook  in  his  fecond  voyage  round  the  world. 
Of  this  voyage  he  publiQred  a  v/elhwritten  account.  He  af- 
terwards officiated  as  profefTor  of  natural  hillory  at  CalVel  j 
prefided  over  the  univerfity  of  Mentz,  when  that  city  was  re- 
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iluccd  by  Gnllic  arms ;  and  died  in  France  after  the  formation 
of  the  republic, 

l^liis  work  confifts  of  twenty-feven  letters,  which  are  ac-;- 
companied  with  a  confiderable  number  of  annotations.  The 
firfl  epiftle  contains  nothing  worthy  of  our  notice.  In  the  fe^ 
cond  we  meet  with  an  account  of  a  Moravian  eftablifliment  at 
Neuwied,  near  Coblentz.  1  he  writer  reprefents  the  indivi- 
duals of  this  fociety  as  induflvious,  virtuous,  and  intelligent. 
His  next  letter  comprehends  fome  mineralogical  fpeculations, 
and  a  fketch  of  the  contents  of  the  elefloraj  cabinet  at  Bonne. 
A  brief  defcription  ot  the  cathedral  of  Cologne  follows,  ac- 
companied with  various  reflexions,  moral  as  well  as  archi- 
te£l:ural.  This  church  is  reprefented  as  a  chef  (Tceuvre  in 
the  Gothic  (lyle  of  building  ;  and  its  beauties  are  celebrated 
by  our  traveller  in  terms  of  rapture.  The  extraordinary  num- 
ber of  priefts  and  beggars  in  the  fame  city  could  not  but 
flrike  him  in  his  progrefs  ;  and  he  anin'adverts  on  the  preju^ 
dices  and  bigotry  of  the  former,  and  on  the  corrupt  indolence 
of  the  latter,  whofe  ellablifhment  he  confiders  as  highly  dif- 
praceful  to  the  ma^i;i(tracy.  *  When  a  number  of  wretches' 
(we  will  tranflate  the  paflage)  '  are  maintained  and  even  encou-? 
raged  in  idlenefs,  it  is  a  itrong  and  unequivocal  fymptom  of 
diforderin  the  body  politic.  The  indultrious  member's  of  the 
community,  being  conftrained  to  fliare  the  produce  of  their 
labours  with  thgle  mifcreants,  are  neceflarily  difgufted  with 
that  government  which  authorifes  fuch  encroachments  on  la- 
bour and  honefty  ;  and  even  the  dulleft  of  mortals,  and  thofe 
who  are-leail  inclined  to  complain,  muft  be  of  opinion  that 
their  rulers  treat  them  injuriouflyj  in  impofing  on  them  the 
burthen  of  fupporting  fo  many  individuals',  who"  merit  the 
contempt  of  the  wife  and  the  chaftifement  of  the  rriaglftrate. 
*  The  refuk  of  fuch  a  cuflom  is,  that  he  whofe  foul  is  too  fpirit- 
lefsto  u;ge  him  to  a  juftifiable  refiflance,  contracts  a  political 
apath}'^,  and  an  indilference  to  the  public  welfare  ;  for  no  go- 
vernment can  trult  to  the  patriotifm  of  the  people,  when  they 
are  injured  and  haraP/ed.'  Other  remarks  are  fubjoined,  which, 
being  lefs  pertinent,  we  emit. 

7'hree  lopg  letters  are  devoted  to  a  defcription  of  the  paint- 
ings in  the  gallery  of  DufTcldorfFj  a  colIecSlion  which  no  longer 
cxifts  in  the  fame  jtate.  The  next  epiftle  comprehends  an  account 
of  JuJlers'  and  Aix-la-Chapelle,  mingled  with  political  obfer- 
vations,  A  pleafing  defcription  is  afterwards  given  of  Bur- 
fcheid  ;  and  the  woollen  rnanufa6lures  of  that  town  are  repre- 
fented as  extenfive  and  flouriftring. 

Tlje  vivacity  and  adtivity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Liege  arq 
ccntralled  with  the  phlegmatic  dullnefs  of  thofe  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle :  and  the  former  are  ri;id  to  refemble  the  French  both 
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in  their  pe+fons'and  manners.  The  democratic  fplrit  which 
this  traveller  obferved  among  them,  gave  him  great  pleafure, 
atid  led  hiin  into  congenial  rcfletlions.  Amidft  thefe  difcuf- 
fions,  both  he  and  his  French  tranflator  fpeak  contemptuoufly 
of  the  boafted  freedom  of  the  Engliih  ;  and  M.  Pougens  does 
not  fcrupl^  to  afErm,  tliat  they  are  mere  flaves,  with  the  word 
liberty  infcribed  on  their  chains. 

The  importance  of  Bruirds  has  produced  a  multiplicity  of 
remarks,  defcriptive,  charafteriHic,  philofophical,  political,  and 
hif^or-icai.  A  copious  narrative  is  given  of  the  contelts  be- 
tvv-een  the  court 'of  Vienna  and  the  Braban^ons,  and  of  the  va- 
rious turriioils  Vi^hich  agitated  their  capital  j  and  the  folly  and 
fuperftition  of  a  priefl-ridden  people  are  exhibited  in  Itrong 
colours.  But  a  confiderable  change  has  taken  place  in  the  af- 
fairs of  PJrabant  and  the  dii'pofitions  of  the  inhabitants,  fmce 
the  time  here  referred  to. 

We  are  afterwards  entertained  with  conclfe  defcriptions  of 
Tournay  and  Lifle,  and  a  more  extended  account  of  Dunkirk. 
This  town  fufFered  confidcrably  from  that  check  which  was 
given  to  illicit  ttade  by  the  commercial  agreement  of  the  year 
1 786,  between  Great-Britain  and  France.  The  effects  of  this 
treaty  were  obvioudy  perceptible  at  the  time  of  Forfter's  vifit; 
but  commerce  and  manufa£Vures  were  ftill  carried  on  with 
fpirlt.  The  remarks  on  Oftend,  which  (the  writer  fays),  from 
the  great  intercourfe  of  Britifh  fubje£ls,  bore  the  appearance 
of  an  Engiifli  town,  are  fuperfeded  by  the  altered  ilate  of  the 
place.  In  defcribing  Ghent,  he  fpeaks  of  the  furious  barbarity 
of  the  Auftrian  foldiers,  who,  in  the  year  1789,  burned  a  part 
of  that  fcity,  and  committed  various  a£ls  of  outrage.  Eighty 
children^  h.e  informs  us,  perifhed  on  that  occafion,  either  by  the 
fwords  of  the  fateliites  of  defpotifm,  or  by  the  flames  which 
confumed  the  habitations  of  their  parents. 

In  the  letters  which  relate  to  Holland,  a  favourable  character 
is  given  of  the  inhabitants;  the  ftate  of  commerce  is  properly 
defcvibed  ;  the  works  of  art,  the  cabinets  of  fcience,  and  the 
appearances  of  nature,  are  fketched  with  accuracy. 

The  friends  of  monarchy  and  ariftocracy  will  not  be  pleafed 
with  the  political  fentiments  which  are  difperfcd  through  this 
performance  ;  but  the  other  contents  of  the  work  will  afford 
entertainment  and  indruftlon  to  all  parties. — The  French 
drefs  in  which  it  appears,  however,  cannot  be  highly  praifed  ; 
for  the  (lyle  is  affefted,  deficient  in  purity,  and  replete  with 
barbarifms  of  modern  fabrication. 
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la  Croix.    Paris.  ; 

Z>c  Spe^aieur  FroJ^ois  pendant  k  Governement  Rcvolutiottnaire* 

Paris. 

^hc  Frfj'ch   Spc^ator  before  the  Revolution,  by  Citizen  de  la. 
Croix,     ^vo.     Js.     Imported  by  De  BoiTe.   1796. 

fThc  French  Spctiator  during  the  Revolutionary  Goyemmenty  hy 
the  fanic.     ?)Vo.     ^i.     Imported  hy  De  BolTe.     1796, 

'X'HE  firft  of  thefe  ^vorks  was  publiftied  by  M-  de  la  Croix 
nearly  twenty  years  ago.  It  appears  to  have  been  his  in-? 
tention  to  have  prelented  his  countrymen  with  a  periodical 
efl'ay  in  the  manner  of  the  Etiglifh  Specftator.  I5ut  whether  he 
was  not  at  liberty  to  chaftife  the  reigning  follies  with  the  free 
pen  of  an  Addifon  or  4  Steele,  or  whether  he  had  not  caught 
a  fulhcient  portion'  of  their  humour  and  fpirit,  it  is  certain 
that  /j/'f  Speftator- bears  a  very  fcanty  refernblance  to  his  mo- 
del, flis  ovitlines  are  frequently  unhniflied,  and  many  of  his 
paper?  arc  mere  fcraps  ;  the  humour  is  tranfient,  and  the  moral 
not  always  diftincSt  Notwithflamling,  the  reader  will  occa- 
fionally  find  fame  of  the  fc;)tures  of  the  French  character 
touched  with  neatnefs  and  fidelity.  The  letter  of  a  hufband 
yv'ho  pofieiTed  only  the  title,  the  converfation  with  a  beggar, 
the  letter  of  a  man  become  pqor  from  vanity,  and  the  plan  of 
a  moral  Linnaeus,  may  be  mentiovied  as  containing  mod  of 
the  Addifonian  fpirii;.  The  more  fcrious  papers  are  ufually 
very  long,  arid  have  a  metaphyfical  cad,  which  is  averfe  from 
the  dtfign  of  a  work  profeil'edly  in  imitation  of  the  Spectator. 
But  this  manner  of  v^riting  is  beft  adapted  to  the  talents  of 
the  authoi; ;  and  we  therefore  find  hint  more  at  home  in  it. 

The  Second,  or  French  Spectator  duiiug  the  Revolutionary 
Government.  This  was  undertaken  while  Robcfpierre  was 
in  the  zenith  of  his  pqwer,  and  being  written  with  moderation, 
could  not  be  very  acceptable  to  tjie  minions  of  that  tyrant, 
*  At  this  time,'  fays  De  la  Croix,  ^  the  reputation  pf  a  mo- 
ralift  expoicd  a  man  to  more  perlccution,  than  if  he  had  even 
pofTefTed  the  titles  of  a  prielt  or  a  noble.'  This  work,  al- 
though not  compofed  on  the  lame  plan  as  the  Csnftitution  of 
JLurcpi\  in  live  volumes,  by  the  fame  author,  forms  a  kind  of 
fupplement  to  it,  and  confiits  of  iliort  ellays,  fuppofed  letters, 
and  anecdotes,  relative  to  the  progrefs  of  the  French  ^^evplu- 
tjon.  In  all  theie  the  author  dilcovers  a  laudable  defire  to 
check  rhe  fpirit  of  party  and  ui  prejudice,  and  to  confolidate 
the  lepublic  by  the  unanimity  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Some 
of  them  are  written  with  confiderable  humour,  chiefly  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  emigrants  and  ex-nobles-  From  thefe  we 
ihai}  give  a  fliort  fpecimca. 

*    LETTER. 
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*    LETTER.    OF    AN    INCURABLE. 

^  What !  Mr.  Spectator,  would  you  perfuade  me  that  T  am 
no  longer  noble,  who  can  feel  in  my  veins  the  blood  of  three 
generations  purified  from  plebeian  mixiure  ?  To  what  purpofe 
then  was  it,  that  my  grandfather,  quilting  commerce,  pur- 
chafed  a  place  in  the  treafury,  that  his  fon  was  fixed  in 
the  chamber  of  accounts  with  the  title  of  Chevalier,  and  that 
I  was  rendered  illuilrious  by  the  poll  of  Mafter  of  Requefts  .'* 
Is  it  in  the  power  of  man  to  derange  the  courfe  of  nature? 
Yes,  \  will  maintain  it,  there  is  no  more  refemblance  between 
a  noble  and  a  plebeian,  than  between  the  air  and  the  earth. 
Never  will  I  difgrace  myfelf  fo  far  as  to  believe  that  a  magl- 
ftrate  like  me  is  not  of  a  more  delicate  fubllance  than  an  at- 
torney or  a  tipilafFj  and  yet  there  is  not  one  of  thefe 
beings  who  lias  not  the  folly  to  perfuade  himfelf  that  he  is 
become  my  equal,  an4  who  does  not  think  he  honours  rne  by 
loading  me  with  his  coarfe  familiarity.  Ah  !  I  hope  the  time 
will  come,  when  every  one  fhall  regain  his  place ;  we  fhali 
then  fee  how  thefe  little  people  will  look,  who  have  fo  fopn 
forgotten  what  they  owe  to  us. 
..'  I.promife  myfelf  the  fatisfaction  of  humbling  them  by 
all  my  hauteur^  and  punifliing  them  for  their  former  infolence. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  itili  this  defirable  moment  arrives,  how 
many  contradictions  h^ve.  J  to. cope  with!  One  day  I  am 
commaudc^d  to  go  upon  the  patrole  with  my  Ihoeinaker,  who 
preffes  my  hand  as  if  he  wqre  prelBng  my  foot.  At  another 
time  they  place  me  as  a  fentinel  at  the  gate  of  a.prlfon.;;  ^nd, 
there  I  am  obliged  to  cool  my  heels, 'and  keep  off  impertinent' . 
people,  under  pain  of  being  imprifoncdrnyfelf.' 

'  It  happened  to  me  to.  be  placed  on  guard  before  the  hnU 
where  ou:^  modern  legiflators  ailemble  ;  and  I.  was  condemned 
to  keep  peace  and  preferve  refpect,  where  I  would  have  fain 
faid  that  fhere  was  nothing  but  diforder  a,nd  rebellion.  "Wliat 
a  mortification  to  fee  power  thus  mifplaced  ;  to  hear  v^'ith  my 
own  ears  the  decrees  which  fwallow  tip  my  fortune,  and  reci- 
tals of  viiciories  which  blaft  my  hopes;  and  to  be  compelled 
to  feign  joy,  when  my  heart  is  enflamed  with  rage  !  This  dil- 
fimulation  would  perhaps  colt  me  lefs  trouble,  if  I  faw  any 


end  to  It. 


*  If  I  muft  continue  in  a  ftate  of  things  which  confounds 
me,  my  exiltence  will  be  vi'orfe  than  death;  all  my  fentiments 
are  changing ;  all  my  affe»5tions  are  departing  from  nature  ; 
the  fight  of  my  children  makes  me  fad.  What  a  revolution  in 
my  thovights !  I  who  ufed  to  blefs  the  fruitfulnefs  of  my 
fpoufe,  becaufe  (he  prolonged  the  race  of  nobles  ;  inltead  of 
bringing  chevaliers  into  the  world,  (he  has  given  life  to  no- 
thing but  patriots,  and  expanded  the  growth  of  republicans  ! 
I  Better 
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Better  had  it  been  for  me  to  h.ive  remained  a  bachelor.  Be 
gone  from  me,  creatures  formed  far  equaiity  !  come  noi  ne^r 
me,  unlefs  to  preferve  me  from  marching  in  the  drefs  of  a 
folciier;  you  are  no  longer  in  my. eyes  the  fprigs  I  expeded 
to  f.ourifh  and  adorn  my  old  age.  And  you,  unhappy  com- 
panion of  my  difgrace,  folicit  not  my  embraces  by  your  fweet 
endearments;  expe£l:  not  from  me  the  tender  regards'  of  your 
hufband,  who  united  himfelf  to  you  only  for  the  fake. of  hav- 
ing illultrious  defcendants;  to  {liare  with  you  his  honour  and 
confcquence,  and  to  enjoy  the  refpeft  annexed  to  his  high  of- 
fices ;  fince  the  purpofe  of  my  marjiage  can  l^e  no  longer  ac- 
compliflied,  1  break  my  engagements,  and  return  to  celibacy 
and  nothingnefs.  . 

*  Behx)!ci,  Mr.,  Spectator,  the  refolution  to  which  I  have 
been  driven,  by  ^he  fyftem  I  abhor.  If  all  men  of  my  rank 
adopt  my  principles,  we  will  no  longer  give  being  to  childrea 
d.^llined  to  difgrace.  Since  we  cannot  overturn  the  republic 
at  one  blow,  we  will  infenfibly  undermine  it  by  refufing  the  aid 
of  our  exidcnce  j  and  if  it  lafts  in  fpite  of  our  efforts,  we  fhall 
at  lead  be  free  from  the  i-eproach  of  having  contributed  our 
afTiftance,  and  incret»fed  the  growth  of  new  fruits  on  a  foil 
which  has  produced  nothing  but  briars  to  us.' 

M.  la  Croix's  anfwer  to  this  letter  is  not  written  in  the 
fame  llyle  of  humour.     It  is  indeed  a  falling-olT. 

'  THE  Answer. 

*  You  have  tak^n  a  refolution,  Monr:eur,  which,  fo  far  from 
alarming  your  enemies,  agrees  perfe£ily  with  their  defires: — 
they  wifh  to" have  men  only  in  their  fociety;  and  while  pre- 
tending to  furnifli  them  with  more^  you  have  in  fa£l  furniftied  ' 
them  with  fewer.  I  advife  you  in  the  mean  time  to  conceal 
your  proje£t  and  its  motives  ;  for  perhaps  they  may  commence 
with  plunging  you  into  nothing,  by  way  of  convincing  you 
that  you  are  nothing.* 

The  author's  obfervations  on  the  cauies  and  efFe£ts  of  the . 
revolution,  fcattered  through  this  volume,  are  frequent,  jufl, 
and  ftriking;  and  his  popular  raannAof  writings  of  which'  the 
letter  above  is  no  inconfiderable  fpecimen,  probably  gives 
effect  to  his  fentimenls  among  the  lower  clafTes  of  fociety, — • 
if  we  may  ufe  fuch  an  expreflion  in"  regard  to  the  French 
nation.  But  there  is  an  equality  not  yet  eftablifhed  in  France, 
—that  of  talents  and  knowledge  ;  and  to  thofe  who  poflefs  but 
a  moderate  fiiare  of  either,  M.  de  la  Croix  may  be  fuppofed 
to  fpeak  with  fuccefs,  as  he  is  a  firm  friend  to  the  republic,  yet 
averfe  from  prejudice  or  vtolence  of  fentiment.  From  all  that 
we  have  lately  feen  of  the  French  writings,  the  reign  of  terror 
feems  to  be  over.  '^ 
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Tralte  des  Maladies  Chlrurgicala,  ct  dcs  Operations  qui  leur 
convicnvent^  par  MM.  Chopart  ct  Dejault^  Profejj'curs  a 
rEcolc  Pratique  de  Chirurgie,   &c.     Paris. 

^  Treotife  on  Surgical  Complaints^  and  the  Operations  which 
are  necejjhry  for  their  Removal-  By  McjJ'rs  Chopart  and 
Dc faulty  Profcjfors  in  the  Fratiical  School  of  Surgery^  isfc, 
2  To  is.     Svo.     lOs.  feived.     Imported 'by  De  Botie.     1796. 

^TPHE  utility  of  clear  aiid  exaft  def^riprions  of  difovders  that 
^  require  the  afiUlance  of  the  furgeon,  and  of  sccurate  and 
particular  details  of  the  methods  of  practice  which  have  ge- 
nerally been  attended  with  fuccefs,  muft  be  obvious  to  every 
one.  Thcfe  the  authors  of  the  prefent  treatife  feem  to  have 
had  in  view,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  foririing  of  a  kind  of 
elementary  work,  to  which  the  Itudents  who  attended  their 
iefiures  might  occafionally  refer. 

For  the  execution  of  fuch  an  undertaking  with,  fuccefs, 
much  experience  was  unqueftionably  neceflary,  andiuch  as  the 
prndice  of  a  large  hofpital  could  alone  fupply.  Much  of  the 
materials  that  comoofe  thel'e  volumes  feems  to  have  been  de- 
rived from  the  pra£lice  at  the  Hofpital  of  Humanity,  formerly  _ 
the  Hotel -Dieu. 

Thofe  who  are  converfant  with  the  progrefs  of  furgery  on' 
the  continent,  cannot  be  unacquainted  with  the  name  of  De-. 
fault.      The  improvement  of  this   ufcful  art  in   France  has 
been  much  indebted  to  his  zeal  and  induftry.     It  appears  from 
the   account  of  his  life,  prefixed  to  this  treatife,  and  v/hich 
was  written  by  M.  Blchat,  one  of  his  pupils,  that  he  was  in-" 
defatigable  in  his  attention  to  the  advancement  of  his  profef-- 
fion  ;  and  tlxat,  though  befet  with  difficulties  of  various  kinds, 
he  forced  his  way,  by  the  exertion  of  his  great  talents,  to  the' 
tirfl  and  moft  important' chirurgical  fituations  in  the  country. 
He  propofed,  and  ultimately,  though  not  without  conllr  erable' 
difficulty,  accompliOied,  the  ellabliflujient   of  a  fchool  at  the' 
Hotel  Dieu,  for  the  purpofe  of  inftruding  the  pupils  of  that 
cxtenfive  liofpital  in  clinical  practice. 

It  was  not  OJily  in  this  way  that  he  endeavoureri  to  extend 
the  limits  of  chiruTp;ical  knowledge,  but  alio  by  the  publica-  • 
lion  of  uit'ilil  obfervations  and  interelling  caies      With  this 
intention,  in  the  year  1791,  he  began  a  journai  of  furgery, 
which  we  believe  has  been  traniljited  into  our  own  language. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  particulars  which  immediately  iniereft 
the  furgeon. 

The  obfervations  with  which  wc  are  prefented-in  the  intro- 
duiTtory  part  of  the  work,  are  judicious  and  important.    It  is 

here 


54*3  Chopart  and  Default  on  Surgical  Complahiis. 

Lerc  contcntict!,  and  perhaps  jullly,  that  furgery  and  medicine 
are  move  jntimatciy  conneclcd  than  has  generally  been  ima- 
gined. The  fame  opinion  has  been  jnaintained  by  an  excel- 
lent praiS^ical  writer  of  our  own  country,  Dr.  Kirkland,  in  a 
valuable  publication  intitled,  *  An  Inquiry  into  the  prefent 
State  of  Medical  Surgery.' 

■  Wt  air©  meet  wiih  many  ufcful  remarks  concerning  the 
operative  part  of  furgery,  and  the  various  circumftances 
whicli  are  neceffary  to  be  attended  to  in  undertakmg  this  de- 
partment of  chirurgical  duty.  The  young  furgeon  may  con- 
fult  this  part  of  the  work  with  confiderable  advantage,  as  it 
contains  much  v'«iluable  preliminary  information,  and  the  lead- 
ing principles  of  his  art,  laid  down  in  a  neat  and  perfpicuou§ 
manner. 

Under  the  title  *  Difeafes  of  the  Head,'  are  confidered 
•wounds  of  the  tegum.ents  of  the  cranium,  from  pointed, 
cutting,  and  blunt  inilruments,  and  from  other  bodies  adding 
upon  them  in  thefe  different  ways  ;  alfo  contufions  from  fire- 
arms, necrofis,  exoilofis,  caries,  depreflion  and  fractures  of 
the  .bones  of  the  .H^uil ;  lefions  of  the  brain  and  its  mem^ 
Ijranes,  the  effects  of  concufiion  on  the  dura  mater,  fungous 
"  tumours  of  the  dura  mater,  the  effects  of  concuffion  on  the 
brain,  the  operation  of  the  trepan,  and  the  encephaiocelc. 
.  The  fymptoms  and  circvimilances  which  chara6terife  thefc 
:^fflclions,  are  in  general  defcribed  with  tolerable  accuracy, 
and  a  degree  of  neatncfs,  though  frequently,  perhaps,  in  too. 
coiicife  a  manner,  'llie  remedies  and  means  of  curing  them 
arealfb  for  the  moft  part  judicious  and  well  directed.  On 
fome  few  points,  however,  we  have  obferved  modes  of  prac-s 
tice  inpulcate4,  which  have  long  been  difcarded  by  furgeons^ 
of  reputation  in  this  country. 

Under  '  Difeafes  of  the  Face,'  are  comprehended  all  the 
difTerent  affV^tionSs  of  the  eyes,  the  ears,  the  nofe,  and  nafi^i 
cavities,  the  mouth,  and  parts  contained  within  ^t,  the  lips, 
and  the  jaws.  From  thefe  we  pafs  to  the  difeafes  of  the  neck, 
■whicIi  are,  tumours  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  the  wry  neck, 
^wounds  of  the  neck,  the  difeafes  of  the  laryiix  and  the  tra- 
chea, with  their  different  operations,  the  complaints  of  the 
pharynx  and  ccfophagus,  and  the  methods  of  removing  them, 
and  the  operation  for  leton  in  the  neck. 

Here  we  meet  with  the  fame  attention  to  correvSnefs  and 
brevity  of  dcfcription,  as  in  the  preceding  partj  and  what  we 
conceive  to  be  the  common  practice  of  furgery  in  France,  is 
prefented  to  the  reader  in  a  plain  and  obvious  manner.  Much 
legard  is  paid,  in  this  as  well  as  other  parts  of  ^he  tre''\tife,  tQ 
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tlie  more  common  objects  of  furgery,  which  indeed  are  fel- 
dom  to  be  met  with  jn  the  larger  works. 

In  treating  of  the  nature  and  caufes  of  masly  of  the  difeafes 
^vhich  are  here  confidered,  there  does  not  feem  to  have  beeii 
the  fame  degree  of  attention.  On  thefe  fubjecls  we  fre- 
quently meet  with  conclufions  tliat  appear  to  be  vifionary, 
and  by  no  means  v/ell  fupported  by  tire  obfervation  of  other 
practitioners. 

In  fome  inftances  too,  there  Is  a  palpable  neglect  of  pro- 
perly diftinguifhing  the  different  varieties  of  difeafe.  The 
bronchocele  is  an  exam-ple  of  this  kind ;  for  it  is  well  knomi 
that  there  are  feveral  varieties  of  that  complaint,  though  in 
the  prefent  treatife  we  have  only  a  defcription  of  that  in 
which  the  thyroid  gland  is  itfelf  coniiderably  enlarged.  The 
following  is  the  account  which  is  here  given  of  it — ■ 

*  The  goitre  is  an  indolent  fwelling  of  the  thyroid  gland^ 
which  at  firlt,  and  even  for  fome  length  of  time,  feels  foft, 
a4id   has    not    much    appearance   of   enlargement,  efpecialljr 
where  its  progrefs  is  but  flow,  and  tJie  neck  of  the  patient 
pretty  full  *,  it  is,  however,  frequently  hard,  and  many  years 
■  in  increafmg  to  any  confiderable   fize,  then  becomes  foft  anl 
painful.     It  fometiraes  becomes  fo  large,  as  to   occupy  thd 
whole  of  the  fore  part  of  the  neck  and  the  fuperior  part  of  the: 
breaft,  and  even  to  impede  circulation,  refpiration,  and  deglu-* 
tition,  and  from  its  preflure  to  render  the  voice  weak  orhoarfe. 
It   is    fometimes   compofcd    of   a   yellowi(h    fluid  fubftancC;^ 
which,  at  other  times,  is  clear  and  aqueous,  white  and  thickj 
black  and  even  brov/n,  and  is  contained  in  one  or  a  number  of 
different  cyits  5  it  is  very  rarely  cellular  or  diftended  with  air* 
It  is  alfo  met  with  in  a  hard  iarcomatous  or  fchirrous  ftate^i 
containing  cartilaginous  and  llony  concretions,  &c.     The  dif- 
eafe is  more  common  i^mong  women   than   men,  efpecialiy 
thofe  who  are  fubjeCt  to  irregularities  of  the  menfes,  arepreg-« 
nant,  or  have  ufed  violent  exerticms  when  in  labour.     The 
danger  of  tumours   of  this  nature  is  to  be  eftimated   from 
their  magnitude,  the  preffure  which  they  e^crt  on  the  fur- 
rounding  parts,  the  abforption  of  the  fluid  which  they  con- 
tain, and  from  the  degree  of  fuppuration.     When  the  fwell- 
ing is   fimple,  foft,  and  not  of  too  long  ita-iding,  it  will  ge- 
nerallv  give  way  to  proper  diet,  purgative  remedies,  or  to  the 
application  of  burnt  fponge,  burnt  cork,  fm.d!  b^gs  of  marine 
fait,  or  of  fal  ammoniac  ;  but  if  thefe  remedies  do  not  ac- 
complifli  a  cure,  the  difeafe  muil  be  left  to  nature.     If  the 
tumour  be  painful,  emollient  applications  (hould  be  employed; 
Sad  when  5  ixzt,  fuppuratioii  has  taken  place,  the  matier  ought 
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robe  difchiirged  without  prcilure,  by  an  opening  of  about  half 
nn  inch  In  length  made  in  tire  moil:  depentihig  part ;  a  bandage 
IhouKl  tiK^n  be  applied  moderatelv  tight,  in  order  to  prevenr 
the  introduction  of  the  air,  and  promote  the  complete  dif- 
charge  of  the  matter.  By  this  means,  the  parts  recovering 
(heir  former  condition,  the  difcharge  ccafes^  and  a  cure  is 
performed.  Bet  if,  after  opening  the  fwelling,  a  black  dif- 
charge  fhould  lake  place,  and  the  tumor  Hill  continue  of  at. 
large  fize,  it  will  be  ncceilkry  to  lay  it  open  in  its  whole 
length,  in  order  to  comprefs  and  clofe  the  open  vell'els  •,  if  this 
be  not  done,  the  patie-.it  comiTionly  dies  in  a  very  fhort  time* 
Wh.en  the  tumor  is  hard  and  fchirrous,  its  removal  fhould 
never  be  attempted  by  the  knife,  as  an  liamorrhage,  which  is 
frequently  fatal,  generally  fucceeds ;  nor  even  by  t!>e  cautery, 
•which  is  here  a  dangerous  and  niollly  an  ineflkacious  means  of 
cure.  Topical  bleedings,  and  fuch  remedies  as  evacuate  the 
coUe£led  humours,  are  here  a;lone  to  be  employed.' 

In  the  mode  of  treatment  recommended  in  the  early  flageg 
of  this  difeafe,  we  de  not  find  that  either  friilions,'  mercu- 
rial, or  faponaceous  pjallers,  have  been  made  ufe  of. 

After  the  difeafes  of  the  neck,  we  come  to  thofe  of  the 
cheft,  under  which  are  defcribcd  the  various  afi-'eclions  of  the 
vertebrrc  and  ribs,  complaints  of  the  fternum,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  the  trepan,  the  difeafes  of  the  breall  and  nipple?,' 
and  their  modes  of  treatment,-  the  diiferent  kinds  of  wounds 
of  the  cheil,  and  the  methods  of  cure  ;  abfceiFes  of  the  lungs, 
and  extravafafions  of  pus  into  the  cavities  of  the  cheft,  hy- 
drothorax,  the  operation  for  the  empyema,  aneurifms  of  the' 
aorta,  &c.  From  thefe  we  proceed  to  the  difeafes  of  the  ab- 
domen, under  which  are  comprifed  the  diiftrent  affetlions  and 
diforders  of  the  bonrs  of  the  pelvis  and  coicyx,  wourids  of  the 
abdomen  of  different  kinds,  and  from  diifercnt  inilruments^ 
burns,  different  tumours,  the  cutting  or  the  umbilical  cord, 
ditferent kinds  of  hernia,  preternatural  anus,  internal,  tumours 
of  the  belly,  abfcefles  of  the  liver,  afieclion^  of  the  gali-blad^ 
der,  afcttes  or  dropfy  of  the  beily,  dropfies  of  the  ovarla, 
fubilances  lodged  in  the  inteftincs,  fuch  as  worms,  poifons, 
and  concretions;  &c.  Thefe  are  the  principal. difeafes  and  af- 
fe£lions  that  are  treated  of  In  thefe  volumes.  In  confideringr 
them,  it  is  evidein  that  the  pla!"f  of  proceeding  from  the  heacl 
to  the  extremities  has  been  adopted  without  any  regard  to 
the  affeclions  of  particular  organs.  But  the  difeafes  of  both 
the  upper  a:id  lower  extremities  are  omitted,  and  alio  many 
other  compiiints,  which  properly  belong  to  this  department  of 
the  medical  profcflTion. 

EJui 


U 


(     543     ) 

Ejfa'i  fur  la  Politique et  la  Legijlation  dcs  Romains.  Traduit  di 
I  fltfxUen.     Paris. 

Ejfay  on  the  Policy  and  Legijlation  of  the  Romans  \  tranflatcd 
from  the  Italian,  iimo.  ^f.  6d.  feivcd.  Imported  by  De 
BofFe.     1796. 

^TpHE  treatife  of  which  this  is  a  tranOation,  is  faid  to  have 
*"  been  written  by  the  celebrated  Beccaria,  though  it  is  not 
certainly  known  to  be  his  work.  The  author  reprefents  the 
Roman  conflitution  in  a  lefs  advantageous  light  than  many 
former  writers  have  done,  and  biames  thofe  who  have  blindly 
followed  the  opinions  of  the  admirers  of  that  government. 

The  prefent  volume  not  being  an  original,  our  only  concern 
fhould  be  with  the  merits  of  the  tranflation  ;  but,  as  the  Italian: 
work  is  little  known  in  this  khigdom^we  fhall  exhibit  an  out- 
line of  its  chief  contents. 

The  eHayvit,  negle^^ting  the  confideration  of  the  power  of 
the  fenate  under  the  kings  of  Rome,  affirms,  rrhat  thofe 
princes,  in  general,  exercifed  an  arbitrary  fway.  He  (ligma- 
tifes  the  revolution  which  iubverted  the  monarchy,  as  an  ex- 
change of  the  defpotifm  of  a  perpetual  fovereign  for  that  of 
two  mailers,  whole  power  expired  with  the  current  year  ;  and 
we  mull  allow,  that  the  people  did  not  derive  from  the  change 
thnt  full  benefit  to  which  they  were  entitled  ;  a  difappoint- 
m-ent  which  frequently  attends  revolutions.  Ke  cenfures  the 
choice  which  the  Roman  deputies  made  of  Grecian  laws  j 
reprefents  the  laws  of  the  twelve  tables  as  better  adapted  to  the 
time  of  Romulus  than  to  the  period  at  which  they  were  intro- 
duced •■,  and  condemns  the  Roman  laws  in  the  aggregate,  aa^ 
well  as  the  arbitrary  interpretation  of  them.  * 

He  does  not  exhibit  a  flattering  picture  of  the  modes  of 
education  which  prevailed  among  the  Romans  j-  nor  does  he 
panegyrife  their  religious  fyitem,-  with  which,  indeed,  various 
abfurdities  were  interwoven.  With  refpetSt  to  population,  he 
obferves  that  they  did  not  underitand-  the  proper  methods  of 
encouraging  it,  but  that  an  oppolite  efTc^Sl  necefiarily  refuited 
from  many  of  their  iniliturions.  He  iinds  fome-difficuky  iu- 
reconciling  this  opinion  with  the  accounts  which  have  been 
tranf"mitted,  of  the  number  of  Roman  citizens  at  different- 
periods  y  but  he  is  not  inclined  to  give  up  the  point. 

In  treating  of  the  flate  of  llavery  among  the  Romans,  he 
fevcrely  animadverts  on  the  tyranny  of  their  laws  in  that  par- 
ticular, as  well  as  on  the  inhumanity  of  individuals  toward -3 
the  wretches  who  were  thus  fubjecfed  to  their  will.  His 
warmth  on  this  topic  is  the  eiTerveicence  of  a  liberal  fpirit. 

lie  endeavours  to  prove  that  this  celebrated  nation  had  an^ 
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iniperfecft  kuo\Vledge  of  agriculturej  and  that,  whatever  may 
have  been  faid  of  the  great  regard  paid  to  that  art,  it  did  riot 
receive  the  attention  which  it  deferved.  He  alfo  mentions  the 
neglcdl  of  commerce  during  the  exiilcnce  of  the  republic* 
and  the  inconfidefable  progrcfs  which  was  made,  under  the 
fway  of  the  emperors,  towards  the  attainment  of  a  complete 
acquaintance  with  the  means  of  mercantile  profperity. 

In  treating  of  prodigality,  he  divides  it  into  two  fpecles  j 
namely^  the  negledl:  of  great  land-holders  in  the  cultivation  of 
their  ellates^  and  the  practice  of  lavifh  expenditure.  The 
former  inflance  is  not  properly  clad'ed  5  for  he  who  does  not 
cultivate  his  lands)  may  rather  be  faid  to  lofr  than  to  confumc  : 
he  deprives  himfelf,  as  well  as  others,  of  the  eventual  benefit 
of  his  property,  and  thus  manifefts  not  only  an  abfurd  negli- 
gence, but  an  illiberal  fpirit.  A  prodigal  perfon,  on  the  other 
hand,  fuffers  his  expenfes  to  exceed  all  bounds,  derives  vari^- 
bus  indulgenc'-es  from  his  profufion,  and  promotes  that  circu- 
lation of  his  riches,  from  which  others  receive  advantage^ 
while  his  own  ruin  is  rapidly  approaching.  This  writer  im- 
putes blame  to  the  Romans  for  not  having  punifhed  indlfcri- 
minately  thole  whom  he  calls  prodigals  of  the  firfh  clafsx 
"ivithout  regard  to  the  extent  of  their  property  j  and  he  repre- 
hends their  treatm.ent  of  the  real  prodigals  as  partial  and  un-" 
juft  ;  afhrming  that  individuals  of  this  defcription^  with  a  pro- 
vifo  of  their  purchafe  of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of 
?;heir  own  country,  merit  encouragement  rather  than  re- 
llraint. 

On  the  fubjecl  of  fuccefhons  to  eftates,  he  imputes  abfurdl- 
ty  and  inconfiftency  to  the  Roman  laws  ;  and,  entering  into 
a  difquifition  concerning  the  prailice  of  teilamentary  difpofal 
6f  property,  he  is  of  opinion  that  it  has  been  produiftive  of 
more  nlifchief  than  benefit ;  but  his  arguments  on  this  head 
are  far  from  being  conclufive. 

In  the  fubfequent  chapters  of  the  work,  he  condemns  tiie 
6flabliniment  of  hereditary  nobility ;  cenfures  the  Romans  for 
having  authorlfed  the  revocation  of  prefents  j  difputes  tlie 
equity  of  their  laws  in  the  (~ale  of  acquiring  property  by  pre- 
fcrlption ;  and  boldly  attacks  other  Inllitutlons  which  they 
adopted. 

While  this  writer  endeavours  to  e!xpofe  the  weaknefs  of 
thofe  who  idolife  the  Roman  law  and  polity,  he  himfelf  ruflies 
into  the  oppofite  extreme,  and  afi'umes  the  charafter  of  a  fe- 
vere  cenfor.  An  alFeQation  of  fingularity  has,  perhaps,  im- 
pelled him  to  this  conducl  He  manifefts,  however,  fomc 
traits  of  acutenefs,  and  a  fpirit  of  phllofophical  invelliga- 
tion. 

As  we  have  not  feen  the  original  effay,  we  cannot  afcertain 
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tlie  acturacy  of  the  tranflation  j  but  v/e  are  at  liberty  to  pro- 
Jiounce  our  opinion  of  the  ftyle  ;  of  which  we  m?.y  aflert,  that  it 
is  more  didinfTuIlhed  by  perfpicuity  than  by  purity  or  elegance. 
Hijicire  de  la  Dtcadence  dcs  M(£urs  chi-z,  les  R'omainsy  l^  de  fes 
Ef-ets  dans  les  dermcr's  "Te/ns  de  la  RepubUqne  ;  traduite  ds. 
I  Allemand  de  C.  MeinerSj  par'  Rene  Binet.     Paris. 
H'lftory  of  the  Decline   (or  progrc£ive  Corruption)  of  Afafiners 
amon<r  the  Romans^  a)td  of  its  Effe^s  in  the  later  Times  of 
the  Republic  'y  tran'flated  from   the   German  of  Afeineis,  by 
Blnet.     i2mo.     \s.  fevctd.     Imported  by  De  Bofie.  1796. 
'^HIS  tranflation   was  publifhed  aS  a   companion    to  t'hat 
-*■     which  we  laft  criricifed.     In  rhe  Preface,  M.  Einet  re^ 
prefents  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  republic  as  the  confequence 
of  depravity  of  manners ;  and  he  therefore  recommends,  td 
the  new  legiflators  of  France,  the  fedulous  proniotion  of  mo- 
rality and  virtue,  which,  he  fays,  were  little  pradtifed  under 
the  monarchical  government  of  that  country,  arid  were  ilearly 
bverwhelmed  amidil'  the  late  confiifions  of  anarchy  and  the 
atrocities  of  profcription. 

ProfelTor  Meiners  traces  the  ini;ipient  depravation  of  the  man- 
ners of  the  Romans,  from  their  feries  of  triumphs  fubfeque'nt  tO 
the  termination  of  rhe  fecond  Punic  war.  The  influx  of  foreigri 
wealth  began  to  dellroy  their  frugal  habits  •,  and  the  contagioft 
of  foreign  vices  fapped  the  foundations  of  their  ancient  vir- 
tue. Cato,  the  ftern  cenfor,  eagerly  endeavoured  to  check 
the  approaches  of  luxury  and  vice  ;  and  the  efforts  of  other 
republicans  of  the  old  fchool  were  directed  to  the  fame  i5b- 
jeil :  but  their  exhortations  and  example  were  inefRcaciousi 
The  progrefs  of  corruption,  profligacy,  and  diforder,  became 
more  rapid  after  the  deftruclion  of  Carthage  ind  Corinth  ; 
and  it  is  traced  by  this  author  to  the  time  of  the  Catiiinarian 
confpiracy.  But>  as  the  work  is  a  compilation  frorn  a  well- 
known  portion  of  hiftory,  and  does  not  abound  with  origina- 
lity of  remark,  we  fnall  difmifs  it  with  obferving  that  it  bears 
the  marks  of  attention  and  accuracy,  and  that  the  tranflation 
appears  to  be  well  executed. 

JJomerl  Opera  oninla^  ex  Recenjionc  Frld.  Jlug..  JVolfii-i  qui  dc 
eorundem  Openwi  prlfcd  et  genulna  Forma^  i/ariisque  Mutd" 
tlonlbus^  et  probabdl  Ratlone  emendandly  Prolegomena  Jcrlp- 
Jit.     Halis  Saxonum. 

jfll  the  I'Forks  of  Horner^  revlfed  by  F.  Jl.  JVol§'^  vjhoy  in  his 
Prefacey  has  treated  of  their  ancient  and  grnuln'e  Fcrmy  and 
their  JucccjfiVe  Changes^  and  has  figgift'^'^^  i^J^  Afeans  of  re- 
gular Emendation.  Vol.  /.  ^vo.  i^t.  Jcwcd.  Imported  by 
Efcher.     1796. 

trAVING  illuftratcd  various  authors  by  the  elTbrts  of  criti- 

^  -^  cal  fagacity,  M.  WolfF  is  now  employed  in  an  eraenda"- 
App.  Vol,  XVIII.  New  Arr.  Pp  tory 
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tory  review  of  the  works  of  the  prince  of  Grecian  poets.  /I5 
this  Is  a  talk  of  no  fmall  labour,  he  has  hitherto  pubHfhed  only 
the  Hr<l  part,  which  contains  the  whole  Iliad  (divided  into  two 
volumes),  and  a  copious  mafs  of  Prolegomena.  The  text  is  ac- 
cur.iiely  printed  j  but  the  points  in  which  it  varies  from  other 
editions  will  be  more  properly  difcufled  M'hen  the  profeflbr 
ihall  have  favoured  the  world  with  the  reafons  of  his  occa- 
flonal  alterations,  and  fhall  have  communicated  other  particu- 
lars in  a  promifed  commentary.  The  only  objedi,  therefore, 
of  our  pref^nt  confideration,  is  the  editor's  elaborate  preface. 

He  begins  with  animadverting  on  the  Imperfe£l  labours  of 
thofe  commentators  who  confult  only  a  fmall  number  of  ma- 
nufcrlpts,  and  endeavour  to  remove  occafional  doubts  by  the 
adduction  of  few  authorities.  That  kind  of  revlfion  which 
he  recommends  is  more  regular,  comprehenfive,  and  com- 
plete He  confiders  that  perfon  only  as  an  able  and  judicious 
illuftrator,  who  has  recourfe  to  a  multiplicity  of  manufcripts, 
feeks  the  aid  of  all  the  ancient  fcholiafts,  accurately  examines 
every  fufpefted  reading,  Inveillgates  ^e  peculiar  fplrit  of  the 
•writer,  and  not  only  offers  rernedieSjiJ^r  obvious  diforders  in 
the  text,  but  cures  even  thofe  which  are  in  a  manner  conceal- 
ed. That  this  rigorous  fcrutiny  has  been  applied  to  the 
works  of  Homer,  he  is  difpofed  to  deny;  and  he  therefore  re- 
folved  to  undertake  the  taflc.  , 

Of  the  Engllfh 'critics,  Barnes  and  Clarke,  whofe  editions 
of  Homer  are  well  known,  he  affirms,  that  the  former  was 
not  a  man  of  great  fagaclty  or  profound  erudition,  and  that 
the  latter,  though  an  excellent  phiiologift,  was  not  poffeffed 
of  that  patient  perfeverance  which  is  requlfite  for  critical  {In- 
dies. Barnes,  indeed,  though  a  man  of  learning,  was  not  a 
confummate  fcholar  j  and  Clarke  was  not  fufnciently  phleg- 
matic to  toil  through  the  depths  of  collation. 

The  Homeric  editor  with  whofe  labors  M.  Wolff  is  moll 
pleafed,  is  Ernefli.  But  even  the  endeavours  of  this  com- 
mentator did  not  anfwer  the  wifiies  of  thofe  who  were  eager 
to  fee  the  Iliad  and  Odyffey  in  a  Hate  of  purity. 

The  profeffor  congratulates  the  literary  world  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  that  mafs  oi  fchoUa  which  Vlllolfon  has  pubHfh- 
ed, and  \vhlch  he  confiders  as  far  fuperior  in  importance  and 
utility  to  the  remains  of  Euflathius  and  every  other  expllcator 
of  the  poems  of  antiquity.  This  treafure  he  has  diligently 
explored  ;  and  the  fruits  of  his  accurate  refearch  will  gratify 
tlie  readers  of  the  prefent  edition. 

There  is  reafon  to  imagine  that  Homer  did  not  commit  his 
produtlions  to  writing ;  but  that  he  was  accuftomed  to  recite 
thern  in  public,  and  that  the  itinerant  rhapfodlfts  or  fingers  of 
the  time  repeated  them  throughout  the  Grecian  dates.    From 
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tills  mode  of  communication,  a  confiderable  divevfity  was 
likely  to  arile ;  and,  when  the  poems  were  afterwards  tranf- 
ferred  from  the  frail  repofitory  of  the  memory  to  the  more 
permanent  record  of  writing,  various  grounds  of  conjecture, 
and  opportunities  of  alteration,  offered  themfelves  to  the  cri- 
tical traufcriber  ;  and,  on  thefc  occafions,  the  rude  hands  of 
ignorance  and  prelumption  fometimes  injured  and  vitiated  the 
text. 

This  opinion  of  the  tranfmiffion  of  Homer's  poems  by  me- 
mory is  fupported  by  M.  WolfF  with  a  variety  of  arguments 
and  references,  ufque  ad  tcsdium.  He  alfo  labours  to  prove 
that  they  bore  a  very  diiforent  form  in  the  time  of  the  compofcr, 
(we  will  not  fay  the  writer)  from  that  which  they  received  in 
fuccteding  ages.  He  maintains  the  difputed  notion,  that  they 
were  not  wriiten  before  the  time  of  Piiilfratus,  or  the  imme- 
diate iucceirors  of  that  ufurper  of  Athenian  fway.  Upon  this 
fuppofition,  about  four  centuries  muit  have  elapfed  from  the 
compofition  to  the  manufcript  pubhcation  of  the  f  lomeric  ef* 
fufions.  During  that  int^val,  l30th  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyfley, 
in  all  probability,  confiiied  of  detached  portions,  different 
from  the  regular  divifions  in  which  they  now  appear.  The 
lucidus  ordo,  the  Jer'ies  jundurnque^  were  afterwards  beflov/ed 
upon  them ;  and  their  original  beauties,  being  more  advan- 
tageoufly  difpofed,  became  more  graceful  and  attractive. 

Before  the  time  of  Zenodolius  the  Ephefian,  eight  copies  of 
the  works  of  Homer  were  efteemed  more  corre6l  than  the 
red;. but  the  particular  times  in  which  thefe  appeared,  and 
the  refpeilive  ftate  of  the  text  of  each,  cannot  be  afcertained. 
From  thefe  and  other  copies,  Zenodotus  prepared  a  ncv/  edi- 
tion, preferable  in  fome  refpe£ts  to  every  one  of  the  former, 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  abounding  with  inftances  of  critical 
vallmefs,  of  prefumptuous  interpolation,  and  hafty  fubtrac- 
tion.  Aridophanes  of  Byzantium  >vas  alfo  an  editor  of  Ho- 
mer ;  but  he  was  in  lefs  repute  than  Ariftarchus,  his  fuccellbr 
in  that  talk.  This  prince  of  ancient  critics  diligently  applied 
himfelf  to  the  corrciSlion  of  the  Homeric  text,  and  rendered 
it  more  confiftent  with  t!ie  rules  of  grammar  and  the  laws  of 
the  poetic  art ;  but  he  is  accufed_of  having  been  too  free  in  his 
alterations,  and  of  having,  not  imfrequently,  extinguiflied  the 
fire  of  tl:ie  bard  by  the  frigidif)'  of  pe;lantic  accuracy.  His 
edition,  however,  was  regarded  by  the  ancients  as  the  beft  \ 
and  the  text  which  we  now  read  was  formed  on  his  model. 

This  fubject  we  difmifs  for  the  prefent,  having  exhibited 
the  fubftance  of  the  Prolegomena^  as  far  as  they  now  extend  ; 
for  even  thefe  prefatory  obfervations  are  unfiuiilied. 
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FRANCE. 

TJISTOIRE  Naturelle,  &c.  Natural  Hiflory  of  African 
Birds,  by  Fi'ancis  Levaillant,  2d  part,  large  quarto.  Paris^ 
1796.  The  readers  of  Vaillant's  Travels  will  know  how  to 
appreciate  the  merit  of  this  fuperb  work,  vi-hich  has  coft  the 
author  fo  much  painful  refearch.  Six  fpecies  are  contained 
in  this  number,  which  are  faithfully  delineated  ;  but  the  au- 
thor, as  he  often  intimates  in  his  travels,  is  not  a  friend  to 
fyftems,  and  leaves  clafTification  to  the  pupils  of  BufFon  and 
LinncEUS. 

Manuel  RevolutionnairCj  &c.  Revolutionary  Manual,  or 
Moral  Sentiments  on  the  Politics  of  Nations  in  a  Scate  of  Re- 
volution. Paris,  1796.  An  abridgment  of  the  caufes,  ef- 
fects, and  fpirit  of  revolutions,  containing  truths  and  ideas 
fuited  to  republicanifm. 

Probleme  Politique,  &c.  A  Political  Problem.  Paris,  1796. 
For  fome  time  palt  Europe  has  been  over-run  with  works  on 
political  and  civil  legiflation,  moft  of  which  are  copies,  the 
one  from  the  other,  with  few  variations,  fuch  as  a  difference 
of  ftyle,  or  more  or  lefs  of  pofitivenefs  in  aflertion.  The  pre- 
fent  little  work,  however,  deferves  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the 
eommon  mafs.  It  turns  c.i  the  quellion,  What  is  the  proper 
form  of  government  for  a  people  who  have  regained  their  li- 
berty) and  are  jealous  to  preferve  it  ?  The  author  takes  a 
hafty  view  of  the  forms  of  government  eflabliftied  in  England, 
Venice,  Rome,  and  Switzerland  ;  and  (topping  at  the  United 
Privinces,  difcufles  the  federative  fyflem,  pointing  out  its 
faults,  and  concludes  for  a  unity  of  government  in  a  ftate,  as 
the  proper  means  to  preferve  liiserty.  The  work  has,  tberetorcj 
been  compofed  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  the  Batavian  people,  and 
contains  many  juft  and  anpofite  thoughts  on  the  form  of  go-* 
vernment  they  ought  to  adopt. 

Nouveau  Probleme,  &o.  A  new  Problem  to  be  refolved. 
Paris,  1796'-  This  relates  to  the  eflablifhment  of  religion  in 
a  ilate,  againfl  which  the  author  contends.  All  who  have 
written  on  this  fide  of  the  queftion,  feem  to  have  bent  the 
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vhole  of  their  attention  to  the  abufes  of  religious  eftablifli- 
rnents ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  their  prominence  fo  fre-s 
quently  ftrikes  the  eye. 

Le  Soirees  Amufantes,  &c.  Amufing  Evening  Entertain- 
ments. Paris,  1796.  A  periodical  colle£lion  of  novels,  (xonx 
French,  Englifh,  German,  and  other  writers. 

Les  Aventures,  Sec.  The  Adventures  of  Anfelme,  4  vols. 
8vo.  Paris,  1796.  The  firft  edition  of  this  work  was  pub-? 
lifiied  in  1790,  in  two  volumes.  The  author.  Citizen  Hour- 
oaftreme,  then  promifed  the  prefent  improved  edition.  It  is 
not  a  romance,  but  properly  a  mifcellany  of  philofophy  and 
literature,  cliiefly  with  a  view  to  give  certain  opinions  on  civil 
and  criminal  legiflatlon. 

Memoire  fur  I'lnterieur,  &c.  Memoir  on  the  Interior  Part 
of  Africa,  by  Jerome  Lalande,  4to.  Paris,  1795.  M.  La- 
lande  contends,  in  oppofition  to  D'Anville,  that  the  Niger  an<i 
the  Senegal  are  the  fame  river  ;  and  demonftrates  the  pra6tica- 
biliry  of  traverfing  the  inr;  ior  of  Africa  from  weft  to  eaft. 
What  Vaiilant  has  adlualiy  done,  Tnows  what  may  be  done  to 
vifit  the  moft,  barbarous  nations,  if  the  traveller's  objects  be 
thofe  of  humanicy  and  curiofity.  only,,  and  not  of  plunder  an4 
ufurpaion. 

De  I'Huile,  &c.  On  the  Oil  of  Beechmaft.  By  J.  A.  Bau- 
din,  Deputy  to  the  National  Convention.  8vo.' Paris,  1795-. 
Inftrudfion  fur  laRecolte,  Sec.  Inftfu61:ions  for  theCoUection 
of  Beech-maft,  and  the  Extraction  of  its  Oil.  4to.  In  thefe 
pamplilets  Inftruciions  are  given  for-the  preparation  of  beech 
oil,  which  is  laid  to  be  equal  in  purity  to  oil  of  almonds,  and 
will  keep  frelh  for  fix  or  eight  years.  The  hrft  of  them  is 
publifFied  by  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety;  the  fecond  by 
that  of  Agriculture  and  Arts. 

A  new  edition  of  Bourgoanne's  Travels  in  Spain  is  about  ta 
be  publifhed  in  Paris,  by  the  author,  with  large  additions. 
The  former  edition  was  tranflated  and  printed  in  London, 
for  MefTrs.  Robinfons,  in  1789,- in  3  vols.  8vo.  A  new  edi- 
tion of  Grefl'et's,  V/orks  is  alfo  in  the  prefs,.  with  his  pofthu- 
raous  pieces,  which  were  prefented  to.  the  National  Inititute 
by  M.  Dumefnil. 

Citizen  Gail  has  publifhed  the  firft  volume  of  the  Works  o£ 
Xenophon,  tranflated  into  French  from  the  printed  editions^ 
and  (our  JVISS.  in  the  National  Library.  Citizen  Gail  is 
Profeflbr  of  Greek  at  the  French  College,  Cainbray  Piace. 
This  edition  is  in  c6tavo  :  but  there  are  fome  copies  in  quarto, 
on  vellum  paper,  to  be  ornamented  with  plates  by  Barbier 
and  Ingouf.  The  tranflation  is  reckoned  accurate ;  and  the 
original  is  given  with  it,  together  with  copious  uotes,  and 
various  readings* 
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Simplification,  &c.  Simplification  of  the  Oriental  Tongues, 
or  a  new  Method  of  learning  the  Arabic,  Perfian,  and 
Turkith  Languages,  by  C.  F.  Volney.  Paris,  8vo.  M.  Vol- 
ney  propofos  that  the  Roman  cliatafters  inould  be  fubltituted 
for  the  Oriental  letters  and  vowel-points,  provided  they  are 
calculated  toexprefs  the  fame  founds;  and  that  books,  adapted 
to  commercial  purpofes,  lliould  be  printed  in  the  Arabic,  Per- 
fian, and  Turki^hi  lajiguages,  thus  altered.  He  likewife  [pro- 
pofes  that  there  fiiould  be  finale  and  appropriate  charaiters  for 
all  tlie  founds,  v/hether  confonants,  fliort  or  long  vowels,  or 
diphthongs.  T  hefe  improvemenrs  are  iilurtrated  at  confider- 
able  length  by  the  author,  but  are  fuppofed  better  calculated 
for  the  immediate  neceffities  of  the  commercial  man,  than  for 
the  deeper  refearches  of  the  fcholar. 

Traite  complet,  &c.  Complete  Treatife  on  Oileology,  ac- 
cording to  the  A^lethod  of  Default,  by  Hyacinthe  Gavart,  his 
Pupil.  Second  edition.  To  which  is  added,  a  Treatife  on  the 
Ligaments  2  vols.  8vo.  Paris.  This  is  a  very  full  colleftion 
on  the  fubjecl ;  but  the  author  has  advanced  fome  opinions  not 
fufficiently  confirmed  by  experience, and,  on  the  whole,  appears 
chiefly  in  the  light  of  a  refpe£table  compiler,  and  admirer  of 
his  late  mafler. 

Pafigrapliie,  &c.  Pafigraphy,  or  Elements  of  the  Art  of 
"Writing  and  Printing  in  one  Language,  fo  as  to  be  underflood 
in  any  other  without  Tranilation. — Such  is  the  title  of  a  work 
which  is  propofed  to  be  printed  at  Paris  by  fubfcription  ;  the 
author  unknown.  It  is  to  teach  a  language  that  is  merely 
"written J  and  not  to  be  fpoken.  The  author  avers  that  it  may 
be  learned  in  a  few  hours,  containing  only  twelve  characters, 
which  are  totally  different  from  the  letters  of  all  languages, 
and  twelve  general  rules,  which  are  precife,  and  applicable 
•without  any  exception.  It  is  impoifible  for  us  to  give  our 
readers  any  idea  of  this  work,  although  the  utility  of  it  would 
be  of  infinite  importance-  In  one  of  the  French  Journals, 
however,  we  find  the  following  intimation  of  the  nature  of 
the  plan  :  *'  It  will  be,"  fays  he,  "  with  pafigraphy,  as  with 
geography,  where  a  certain  point  of  interfection  denotes  a 
town,  or  an  ifland.  Let  the  town,  Sec.  be  called  either  Con- 
ftantinople  or  Stamboul,  Londres  or  London,  Paris  or  Parigi, 
&:c.  thole  who  can  take,  at  the  firft  glance,  the  longitude  and 
latitude,  will  immediately  name  the  country,  the  province,  and 
the  place,  every  one  in  his  omui  language." 

GERMAN  Y. 

Predigten  mit  Rueckficht,  Sec.     Sermons  adapted  to  the 

Occurrences  and  Spirit  of  the  Times,  by  Jofias  Fred.  Chrif- 
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tian  Lceffler,  8vo.  1795.  Gotha.     Thefe  are  excellent  fermons 
of  the  moi'al  kind. 

J.  T.  V.  Selig,  M.  Plav.  Obfervatlones,  &c.  Medical  Ob- 
fervations  on  fome  very  difficult  Difeafes,  by  J.  T.  V.  Selig, 
Phyfician  at  Plawe,  8vo.  Leipfic,  17^5.  In  this  work,  the 
author's  intention  appears  to  have  been'  ro  offer  more  accurate 
obfervations,  more  nice  difcrimination  of  fymptoms,  and  a 
more  clofe  inveftigation  of  the  caufes  of  the  difeafes  he  writes 
upon,  than  has  been  afforded  in  former  works.  He  afcertains, 
with  great  precifion,  the  circumftances  under  which  the  me- 
dicines prove  beneficial  or  injurious,  and-  has  given  a  number 
of  very  interefting  remarks. 

Verfuch  einer,  &c.  Sketch  of  a  Pragmatic  Hiftory  of  Phy- 
fic,  by  Kurt  Sprengel,  8vo.  3  vols.  1794,  fiall.  This  work 
is  divided  into  the  following  heads,  i.  The  Origin  of  Phyfic. 
2.  Phyfic  of  the  Egyptians  before  Pfammitichus.  3.  Phyfic 
of  the  Greeks,  from  Chiron  the  Centaur,  to  Hippocrates. 
4.  From  Hippocrates  to  the  School  of  the  Methodifts.  5.  Hif- 
tory of  Phyfic  from  the  School  of  the  Methodifts  to  the  De- 
cline of  Science.  6.  From  the  Decline  of  Science  to  the  Re- 
vival of  A'ledical  Study  under  the  Arabians.  7.  From  the 
Arabian  Schools  to  the  Revival  of  the  Phyfic  of  the  Greeks. 
8.  Hiftory  of  the  Hippocratic  Schools  of  the  Sixteenth  Cen- 
tury. 9.  The  Reform  of  Paracelfus.  10.  Fliftory  of  Surgery 
in  the  Sixteenth  Century.  1 1 .  Hiftory  of  the  principal  Anato- 
mical Difcoveries  down  to  the  Time  of  Harvey.  Mr,  Spren- 
gel, throughout  the  whole,  connedls  the  hiftory  of  philofophy, 
lb  far  as  it  has  had  any  influence  on  the  medical  art- 

Krankheits  und^  &c.  Hiftory  and  Cure  of  a  Steatomatous 
Tumour  in  the  Neck,  by  Jof.  Wimmer,  Dodtor  and  Teacher 
of  Surgery  and  Midwifery.  8vo.  1795,  Gratz.  This  fwelling 
was  one  foot  nine  inches  in  length,  and  was  fuppofed  to  weigh 
from  fixteen  to  eighteen  pounds.  It  hung  from  the  jaw  down 
the  neck.  It  was  cured  by  a  feton  paffed  through  its  whole 
length. 

Ueberficht  der,  &c.  Review  of  the  moft  remarkable  and 
•ufeful  Chirurgical  Inftruments  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Times, 
by  J.  Arnmann,  M.  D.   8vo.    1796.     Goitingen. 

,  NeurologicE  Primordia,  &c.  Origin  of  Neurology,  an  Ana- 
tomico-hiftorial  Differtation,  by  J.  F.  Harles,  8vo.  1795.  Er- 
langen.  In  the  courfe  of  an  inquiry  into  what  the  ancients 
knew  of  the  nerves,  Mr.  Harles  determines  tiiat  Plato  was  the 
firft  who  diftinguiflied  the  nerves. 

Ueber  Thierifcht,  &c.  On  Animal  Eledlricity  and  Irrita- 
bility; and  the  lateft  Difcoveries  on  thefe  Subjedls,  by  Dr.' 
C.  H.  Pfaff,  8vo.  Leipfic,  1795.  Dr.  Pfaff  thinks  that  animal 
electricity  is  different   from    electricity   properly   fo  called, 
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though  capable  of  being  a£lcd  upon  by  the  electric  fluid  ;  anti 
that  irritability  is  a  power  fubordinate  to  the  proper  power  o£ 
^he  nerves; — and  inclines  to  afcribe  to  the  mufcu.ar  fibre  a 
dilllntSl  power,  that  of  contraftibihty,  which  is  produced  anc^ 
inaintaincd  chiciiy  by  the  blood. 

Gemeinnuetzl^xe  Njiturgefchichte,  Sec  The  Natural  Hif- 
tory  of  Germain  Eire's,  for  the  general  Ufe  of  Readers  of  every, 
JDefi  ription,  &c.  By  J.  Mat.  Bechftein,  Mine-Counfellor  ta 
the  Count  of  Schauniburg-Lippe,  Vol.  III.  8vo.  Leipfic, 
1795.  This  work,  which  is  enribellilhed  v/ith  plates,  has  ob- 
tained the  approbation  pf  fcientific  naturalifls  as  well  as  com- 
mon readers. 

Ueber  die  Gefetze,  &c.  On  the  Laws  of  the  Aflbclatiou 
of  Ideas,  and  particularly  on  a  Fundamental  Principle  of  it  hi- 
therto unnoticed,  by  C.  J.  Bardili.  8vo.  1796,  Tubingen.  Mr- 
Bardili  has  difcovered  a  law  of  completement,  which  pervades 
all  nature,  and  to  which  he  refers  all  the  modes  of  the  affocia- 
tion  of  ideas,  as  to  an  endeavour  to  m.ake  a  perfect  whole. 

J.  D.  Michaelis  Literarifcher,  kc  The  Literary  Corre- 
fpondence  of  J.  D.  Mii  haelis,  arranged  and  publifhed  by 
J.  Gott.  Buhle.  Vol. in.  8vo.  179,6.  The  correfpondents  in 
this  volume  are  Michaelis,  Bufching,  Von  Celfe,  Winkel- 
mann,  Lowth,  Woide,  Von  Iloephen,  Bryant,  Seegner,  Wep- 
Icr,  C.  D'Orvillicrs,  Ohvus  Rabenius,  Capperonier,  Williams, 
Kennicott,  Adler,  Scheid,  Dobrowfky,  Linnccus,  Norberg,  and 
Forfler. 

Mifcellaneen,  Szc.  Mifcellaneous  Tra6ts  on  the  Antiquities, 
Hiflory,  a.nd  Stutillics  of  Germany,  by  J  H.  Mart.  Erneft\. 
^vo.  1794.,  Hail.  Mod  of  thefe  have  been  printed  before,  fe- 
paratfcly,  or  in  the  Journals. 

Verfuch  einer,  &c.  Sketch  of  an  Introducfiou  to  the  Me- 
thod  of  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  to  fj^eak,  by  J.  F.  G. 
Senfe.  8vo.  1794,  Leipfic.  The  work  contains  the  refult  of 
the  ciuthpr's  inquiries  on  this  curious  fubjecl,  and  his  own 
method'. 

Hiilorifche  Nachrlcht,  &c.  Kiilorical  Memoirs  of  the  teach- 
ing of  the  Deaf  an.d  Dumb,  and  alio  of  Blind  Perfons.  8vo. 
1794,  Leipfic.  Thefe  hiftorical  Memoirs  relate  to  the  pro- 
grefs  oi  the  fchool  for  deaf  and  dumb  perfons  formerly  under 
the  care  of  the  late  hlw  Heinlcke,  and  now  under  that  of  his 
widow. 

Denkiirurdigkeiter,  Sec  Memoirs  of  Phyfic  and  Midwifery, 
extracted  from  the  Journals  of  the  Fv.oyal  Practical  Eilabiifli- 
ment  for  teaching  thefe  Sciences,  by  Dr.  Fred.  Benj.  Ollander, 
Proftfibr  at  Gottingen,  2  vols.  8vo.  1795-  Gottingen.  A 
valuable  work,  containing  forae  new  inventions  in  midwifery, 
and  many  judicious  remarks. 

Revifion 


tOREiqN      L.I.  TERATURE.  553 

Revifion  des  Vorziiglichern,  Sec.  Review  of  tae  principal 
DlfHculties  in  the  Theory  of  Ele£lricity,  particularly  what  re- 
lates to  two  Kinds  of  it ',  in  Letters  publitlied  by  L.  L.  8vo. 
Leipfic. 

Befchreibuncr,  Sec.  Defcription  of  the  ToM-'n  of  Saltzburg, 
and  furroundino;Diftricl:,  with  its  Ancient  Hiftory,  by  L.  Hueb- 
ner,  2  vols.  8vo.  1793.  A  very  accurate, account  of  one  of 
the  famous  ciiies  in  Germany. 

Foruern  GrolTe,  &c.  Do  great  Virtues  or  great  Vices  re- 
quire the  greater  Powers  of  Mind  ?  A  Phiiofophical  Dialogue, 
byG.  Henrici.  8vo.  I7.,5.  Leipfic.  Our  author's  opinion  isj 
that  true  virtue  alone  denotes  greatnefs  of  mind. 

Neue  Abhandlungen,  &c.  Neyv  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Bohemian  Society  of  Sciences,  Vol.  II,  4to.  Prague,  1795. 
The  following  are  fome  of  the  papers  in  this  volume  :  Re- 
marks on  the  Worms  inhabiting  Hydatids  in  the  Liver,  by 
Profeflbr  Prdchalka.  Remarks  on  the  Degrees  of  Heat  in  the 
high  Furnace  ;  and  the  influence  of  the  State  of  the  Atmo- 
fphere  on  Metallurgic  Operations,  by  Count  Sternberg.  De- 
fcription of  an  Anemometrograph,  which  notes  down  the  dif- 
ferent Direftions  of  the  Wind  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Obferver, 
by  the  Chevalier  Landriani.  Solution  of  fome  Problems  re- 
fpecting  the  EilipfTs,  by  Baron  Pakaffi.  Defcription  of  an  In- 
flrument  for  meafuring  the  Percuffion  of  a  Stream  of  Water, 
by  Mr.  Woltmann.  The  Elevation  of  the  Pole  at  the  Royal 
Obfervatory  at  Prague  examined  by  the  Altitude  of  the  Sun 
and  Stars,  by  Aldys  David.  On  a  new  elaftic  Refin  from 
Madagafcar,  by  J.  Mayer.  Defcriptlons  and  Figures  of  the 
Ramphaftos'  Viridis,  and  the  Momota  Lin.  by  Dr.  Spalowfky. 
Theory  of  the  Force  of  Percuffion  applied  to  Water-wheels, 
by  Profeflbr  Gerflner.  An  Account  of  a  Journey  to  Sweden 
in  1792,  undertaken  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Society,  by  Do- 
browlki,  in  order  to  fearch  for  MSS.  taken  away  at  the  Sack- 
ing of  Prague  by  General  Koenigfmark,  and  fent  to  Sweden, 

Pragmatifc'ne  Ueberficht,  &c.  Phiiofophical  View  of  the 
Theology  of  the  later  Jews,  by  Politz,  Second  Profeflor  of 
Morals  and  I-Iillory  at  the  Equeflrian  Academy  at  Drcfden. 
8vo.  1795,  Leipfic.  This  volume  contains  only  the  prole- 
gomena to  a  greater  work. 

Predlgten,  &c.  Sermons  adapted  to  the  Spirit  and  Wants  of 
the  Times,  by  C.  G.  Ribbech.  8vo.  1796,  Leipfic.  Recom- 
mended for  their  tafte  and  elegance. 

Locke  on  Toleration  has  been  tranflated  into  the  German, 
language,  and  publiflisd  at  Leipfic. 

Anfangfgriinde  der  Medicinifchen,  &c.  Elements  of  Me- 
dical Anthropology,  and  Medical  Policy  and  Jurifprudence, 
by  Dr.  Juft  Chriftiaa  Loder.    2d  Edit.  8vo.  i79+»   Weimar. 

This 
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This -edition  contains  an  enumeration  of  the  moft  important 
writings  on  the  fubjed,  fince  the  publication  of  the  firft  in 

Neue  Bemerkungen,  &c.  New  Experiments  and  Obferva- 
tions  in  Phyfic  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  A.  Theder,  1795, 
Leipfic. 

Magazin  flir  die,  &c.  Repofitory  of  Pathological  Anato- 
my and  Phyfiology,  by  A.  F.  Hecker,  Part  I.  8vo.  Altena, 
1796.  The  plan  of  this  work  is,  to  contain  important  ana- 
tomico-pathological cafes;  phyfiologico  pathological  inquiries 
into  the  {late  of  the  org:\ns  and  animal  fubftances  in  difeafes, 
with  regard  to  their  qualities,  mixture,  powers,  and  exertion 
of  their  powers ;  experiments  and  obfervations  on  the  human 
body,  expofed  to  certain  unufual  impreffions,  in  order  to  know 
their  eifecls  ;  experiments  with  medicines  and  poifon  on  men 
and  brutes  ;  difledllons  of  living  animals  in  various  ilates  ;  ex- 
ammationsof  the  refults  of  thcfe  inquiries  with  refpect  to  phy- 
fiology, diagnoflics,  femciotics,  and  therapeutics  ;  review  of 
ancient  and  modern  writings  on  pathological  anatomy  and 
phyfiology. 

Monographia  Bombyliorum,  &c.  Defcriptlon  of  the  Bom- 
bylii  of  Bohemia,  illuflrated  with  Plates,  bv  J.  C.  Mikan, 
M.D.  8vo.    1796,   Prague. 

Nomenclator  Entomologicus,  &c.  The  Entomological  No- 
menclator,  drawn  up  according  to  the  Syflem  of  Fabrlcius, 
with  the  Addition  of  fuch  Species  as  have  been  lately  dlfco- 
vered,  and  the  Varieties,  by  Fred.  Weber.  8vo.  1795,  Ham- 
burg. In  this  work  the  order  agonata  Is  completely  reformed. 
The  genus  cancer  is  divided  into  twelve  new  genera,  and  ajla- 
cus  into  fix. 

Betrachtungen,  Sec.  Refiedlons  on  the  Fertility  or  Bar- 
rennefs,  and  ancient  and  prefent  State,  of  the  principal  Coun- 
tries in  Afia,  by  C.  Melners,  Aulic  Counfellor,  Vol.1.  8vo. 
1795,  Leipfic.  This  volume  contains  the  weflern  part  of 
Afia  5  and  a  fecond  will  contain  the  remainder.  It  Is  Intended 
as  an  introdu£llon  to  an  inquiry  into  the  origin,  bodily  form, 
way  of  thinking,  &c.  of  the  people  by  whom  Afia  has  been 
iixhablred  in  our  times,  or  who,  not  long  before,  peopled  it. 

Gotha,  und,  &c.  Gotha  and  Its  Environs,  by  A.  Klebe, 
witli  Plates.  8vo.   1796,    Gotha. 

Ucber  die  Rcttung,  &c.  On  faving  Movables  and  Houfe- 
hold  Furniture  In  cafes  of  Fire ;  an  Effay,  which  obtained  a 
Prize  from  the  Society  of  Sciences  at  Gottingen,  by  J.  Aiel- 
chiar  IMoeller.     8vo.  1796,  Erfurt. 

Neue  Beytrxge,  &c.  New  Memoirs  of  the  Ancient  Hif- 
tory  of  Printing  in  Bohemia,  with  a  complete  View  of  every 

thing 


Foreign    Literature.  555 

thing  pertaining  to  it,  dated  in  the  15th  Century,  by  C.  Un- 
gar.    4to.    1795,  Prague. 

Quxftionum  Philologicarum,  &c.  Specimen  of  Philologi- 
cil  Qiieftions,  by  H.  C.  A.  Eichft^edt.  4to.  1796,  Leipfic. 
XJie  author  contines  himfelt  here  to  Theocritus  only,  and 
difplays  much  critical  fkili  and  judgment,  particularly  in  his 
emendations. 

Codex  MS.  &c.  An  Account  of  a  MS.-  of  the  Epiflles 
of  Peter  de  Vincis,  in  the  Epifcopal  Library  at  Zeitz,  by  M. 
C.J.Mueller,  4to.     1794,  Leipfic. 

De  Corpore,  &c.  On  Gruter's  Infcriptions  (with  Notes 
and  Obfervations  by  T.  Reinefins,',  by  M.  C.  J.  Mueller,  4to. 
1793,  Leipfic.  Mueller  has  alfo  .publifhed  on  B.  Bertram,  a 
learned  philologer  of  the  17th  century,  and  on  Suidas.  He 
feverely  attacks  Olearius,  the  publiflier  of  notes  on  Suidas. 

Braga  und  Hermode,  &c.  Braga  and  Herraode,  z  e.  Apol- 
lo and  Mercury,  or  a  New  Magazine  of  German  Antiqui- 
ties relative  to  Language,  Arts,  and  Morals,  Vol.  L  PartL 
8vo.  1796,  Leipfic.  This  is  a  revival  of  the  Bragur  of  Mr. 
Bockh. 

BeytrKge,  &c.  Fragments  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Middle 
Age,  by  J.  Ern.  C.  Schmidt,  Vol.  L  8vo.  1796,  Gieilen. 
Thefe  fragments  con  fill:  of  the  life  and  character  of  Boniface, 
the  apoflle  of  the  Germans  ;  a  conjedlure  that  he  was  one  of 
the  principal  inftruments  that  placed  Pepin  on  the  throne  ; 
proofs  that  the  coronation  of  Charlemagne  at  Rome  was  an 
intrigue  of  Leo.  IlL  The  epithet  of  Great  is  taken  from 
Charles,  and  given  to  Gregory  VIL 

C.A.  Ticdge,  &c.  The  Works  of  C.  A.  Tiedge,  Vol.L 
8vo.  1796,  Gottingen.  This  volume  confills  of  poetical 
cpiftles  of  the  moral  kind. 

Des  Herrn  C  V.  AyrenhofF,  &c.  Works  of  Cornelius 
AyrenhofF.  4  vols.  8vo.  1796,  Vienna.  The  firft  three 
volumes  confift  chiefly  of  plays,  which  have  confiderable 
merit.  Vol.  IV.  contains  a  feries  of  letters  on  the  moral  and 
political  ftate  of  Italy,  written  in  the  years  1785 — 1 786.  He 
remarks,  of  the  Italians,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  little  could  be 
expected  from  them. 

Commentationes  Theologicje,  &c.  Theological  Comments 
publifhed  by  J.  Cafp.  Velthufen.  2  vols.  8vo.  Leipfic.  Thefe 
relate  to  the  explanation  of  the  fcriptures,  and  to  ecclefiailical 
hiftory ;  they  are  the  production  of  various  authors,  Rhein- 
had,  Schrurrer,  Ruperti,  RofenmuUer,  &c.  &c. 

J.  Dav.  Michaelis,  he.  Small  Tracts  of  J.  D.  Michaelis. 
8vo.  Jena.  This  volume  contains,  a  Letter  on  the  Chrono- 
logy, from  the  Flood  to  the  Time  of  Solomon  j  Obfervations 
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on  the  Chronology,  from  Abraham  to  the  Departure  of  the 
Tews  from  Egypt ;  furtlier  Elucidation  of  the  Opinion  of  Le 
Clerc,  on  the  Hour  of  our  Sa-viour's  Crucifixion  ;  and  a  Com- 
mentary on  the  Cherubs  of  the  Hebrews. 

Paufani?e  Grjcciie  Defcriptio,  Greece.  An  Edition  of  Pau- 
fiinias,  in  Greek,  by  J.  Fred.  Eacius,  2  %'ols.  8vo.  Leipfic^ 
3795.  This  edition  has  many  accurate  emendations  and 
improvements,  but  is  cenfuvable  for  omitting  fome  of  the  moft 
important  obfervations  in  the  edidou  cf  Kuhn,  and  having 
no  Latin  tvanflation. 

Mcmorabilien,  Sec.  Memorabilia,  a  Philofophico-theolo- 
.Sllcal  Vv'ork,  by  PrcL'iTor  Paulus,  Vol.  VII.  8vo.  1795.  W? 
Ii^ve  already  Noticed  the  former  volumes  tf  tliis  work.  The 
prefent  contains,  Refults  cf  Fulda'sFreelnquiry  intotheCanon 
of  the  Old  Teftament ;  Differtation  on  the  Gift  of  Tongue,s 
on  the  fn-fl  Day  of  Pentecoil,  by  Profeiror  SLchmidft,  of  Ulm  ; 
an  Elliiy  on  Daniel  IX.  21.  &c.  by  J.  E.  Ch.  Schmi.ltl  ;  Dif- 
quifition  on  the  Number  40  in  the  Old  Teltament,  by  Bruns, 
Sec.  &c. 

Die  Schriften,  &c.  The  Writings  of  St.  John,  tranflated. 
ari  explained,  by  S.G.Lange,  Vol.1.  8vo.  -New  Strelitz. 
This  contains  the  Apocalypfe  only,  which  Mr.  Lange  confi- 
^cis  as  the  earlieil  genuine  produclion  of  John.  In  it  we 
iiave  an  introduftion,  a  literal  verfion,  and  a  grammatico- 
Iiiftorical  illuftration. 

J.  Aug.  Ernefti  Obfervafion^'^,  Sec  J.  A.  Ernefci's  Phi- 
lologico-critical  Obfervations  on  the  Clouds  of  Ariftophanes, 
and  Jofephus's  Antiquities  ;  to  which  arc  added  Olearius'^ 
Notes-  on  iSuidas.  8vo.  1795,  Leipfic  Thefe  poilhumous 
works  cf  Ernefli  are  publifhed  by  J.  Ch.  G.  Ernefti,  oC 
Leipfic. 

I  T  A  L  Y. 

Le  Pitture,  &c.  Reprefentation  of  an  ancient  Earthen 
Vafe,  found  in  Magna  Gr^ecia,  and  belonging  to  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Prince  Stanillaus  Poniatowiki  ;  with  an  Explana- 
tion, by  Em.  Qj.  Vifconti.  FoL  1794,  Rome.  From  the 
(decorations  on  this  vafe,  which  was  found  near  Bari  in  Apu-, 
lia,  it  appears  that  arabefques,  with  animals  ifluing  out  cf 
foliage,  are. more  than  2000  years  old,  and  were  ufed  by  the. 
Qrecks  before  the  time  of  Alexander. 

Biblioteca  Ecclefiailica,  5cc.  2vo's.  8vo.  Pavin,  1795.  A 
collection  of  mifcellaneous  trails,  the  nicft  valuable  of  which, 
are  hiflorical. 

Fondamenti  della,  &c.  -Elements  of  the  Chemico-phyfi- 
cal  Science,  by  Vincenzo  Dandolo.  8yo.  1795?  Venice., 
This  work  partakes  of  the  nature  of  an  elementary  treatife, 
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aiid  of  a  didlionary,  and  is  well  calculated  to  ditfufe  a  know- 
ledge of  chemiftry  in  parts  where  it  has  hitherto  been  rathef 
n.eglecled.  The  author  is  a  profciTed  advocate  for  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  fyftem- 

PRUSSIA. 

Tables  GenenlogiqueSj  Sec.  Genealogical  Tables  of  the 
One  Thoufand  and  Twenty-four  Quarters  rf  their  Royal 
HighnelTes  the  Princes  of  Prufiia,  Grandfons  of  his  Majeily 
Frederic  William  11.  King  of  Pruflia,  by  the  Prince  dc 
Bethune.  Folio,  1795*  Berlin.  A  work  obvioufiy  of  very- 
confined  utility. 

Reile  eines  Lieflseuders,  &q.  A  journey  from  Riga  ^to 
Warfaw,  through  Southern  Pruflia,  and  through  Bfcflau, 
Drefden,  Carfbad/ Bayreuth,  Nuremberg,  Pvatilbon,  Mu- 
nich, Siltfburg,  Lintz,  Vienna,  and  Klagenfurt,  to  Botze 
in  Tyroli  by  a  Livonian.  8vo.  1795-6,  Berlin.  A.  work 
replete  with  amufing  remarks,  and  confiderable  ir.forniation 
refpecling  the  charafters  of  the  principal  perfons  concerned 
in  the  Revolution  of  Poland. 

Ueber  Genf,  &c.  On  Geneva  and  the  Lsman  Lake,  by 
O.  A.  Fifcher.  8vo.  1796,  Berlii^.  This  work  contains  many 
remarks  on  the  ftate  of  politics  at  Geneva,  and  chara6lers  of 
the  principal  adlors  in  the  late  diflurbances. 

Luther's  Psedagogikj  6cc.  Luther's  Pedagogics,  or  Thoughts 
on  Education  and  Scholaflic  Dlfcipline,  collected  from  Lu- 
ther's Writings,  by  Dr.-Fred.  Gedihe.    8vo.    1792,  Berlin. 

Codicis  Manulcripti  N.  T.  6cc.  An  Examination  of  the 
Rauian  Greek  MS.  of  the  New  Teftament,  preferved  in  the 
King's  Library  at  Berlin;  by  Ge.  Gottl.  Pappelbaum.  §vo. 
1796,  Berlin.  Mr.  Pappelbaum  proves  that  the  Rauian  MS.  u 
no  more  than  a  comi^ilation  from  two  printed  editions. 

S.  T.  Somering  uber,  &c.  S.T.Soemmering  on  the  Or- 
gan of  the  Soul.  4to.  1796,  Konigfbsrg.  Mr.  Soemmering 
is  of  opinion  that  the  fluid  contained  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain  is  the  fenforium  commune,  or  feat  of  the  foul. 

D?.rfteJlung  des  Jetzigen,  &cc.  Plclure  of  the  prefent 
V/ar  between  Germany  and  Fiance,  \vi:h  a  particular  View- 
to  the  Part  taken  in  it  by  PrulTia,  to  the  ConcluTion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  at  Bade,  by  J.  E.  Kufler.  8vo.  1796,  Ber- 
lin. This  is  a  defence  of  the  meafurcs  of  thePrutlian,  court, 
and  compiled,  no  doubt,  under  its  aufpices. 

•  Verfuche  einer  Gi^fcbichte,  &c.  Sketch  of  a  Hiftory  of 
Dant?!.-,  from  authentic  Documents  and  Manufcripts,  by 
Dii  Dan.  Gralath.    3  vols.   i789--9i,  Koni^fberg. 

HOLLAND. 
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Het  Boek  Job,  &c.  The  Book  of  Job,  tranflated  from  the 
Hebrew,  with  Obfervations,  by  H.  A.  Scultens  ;  publifhed 
and  completed  aftcrhis  Death  by  M.  Muntinghe.  8vo.  17Q4, 
Amfterdam.  M.  Scidtens  contends  that  the  book  cf  Job  v/as 
not  written  after  the  captivity,  and  that  the  two  firfl  chapters 
are  a  modern  addition,  firll  made  when  this  book  was  admit- 
ted into  the  canon  of  the  Jewilh  church. 

Verhandelingen  en  W.iarneeniiujien,  &c.  ElTays  and  Ob- 
fervations on  Natural  Hiftory;,  chieliy  relating  to  our  own 
Country,  by  J.  Florentius  Martinet,  Fellow  of  the  Dutch 
Society  of  Sciences.  8vO.  1795,  Amfterdam,  Thefe  con- 
tain fome  ufeful  materials  for  a  natural  hillory  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and,  if  we  miiVake  not,  have  already  been  printed 
in  the  Haarlem  Tranfadiions, 

RUSSIA. 

Materialien  zur  Kenntnifs,  5cc.  Materials  towards  a  Know- 
ledge of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  publiflied  by  H.  Storch.  Vol.1. 
8vo.   1796,  Riga. 

Ueber  den  eiften,  &c.  On  the  firfl  Campaign  of  the 
Ruffian  Army  againil  the  Pruffians  in  the  ^ear  1757,  pub- 
liuied  from  the  original  R^^cord  of  General  J.  H.  Von  Wey- 
marn,  by  A.W.Hupel.  8vo.  1794,  Riga.  This  is  a  work 
of  great  authority  and  information,  and  relates  to  an  inter- 
cfting  period  of  the  feven  years'  war. 

SWEDEN. 

Anmperkningar  til  Sweriges,  &c.  The  Maritime  Law  of 
Sweden,  by  Jaf.  Alb.  .Plintberg.  4to.  1794,  Stockholm. 
The  fame  tranilated  into  German  by  Dr.  E.  F.  Hagemeillerj 
who  pTvcs  that  the  Swediffi  laws  are  not  applicable  to  the 
German  provinces  of  Sweden. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Poruifche  Wahrheiten,  6cc.  Political  Truths,  by  Fred. 
Ch.  Baron  Von  Mofer.  2  vols.  8vo.  1796,  Zurich.  Baron 
Mofer's  zeal  for  liberty  is  curioufly  contrailed  by  his  obflinate 
adherence  to  the  dogmatic  fyltem  of  the  church.  In  other 
rtfpefts  he  is  a  moderate  writer,  and  averfe  to  popular  liccn- 
tioufnefs  as  well  as  courtly  tyranny. 

Salomon  Gefner,  &cc.  Soloaron  Gefner's  Life,  by  J.  J. 
Hottinger.  8vo.  1796,  Zurich.  A  corre£l  account  of  the 
life  of  this  celebrated  man,  though  from  the  hand  of  rathet 
a  partial  friend. 
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SEPTEMBER  to  the  End  of  the  Year  1796. 


FRANCE. 

THE  negotiation  for  a  general  peace,  which  has  lately 
been  carried  011  at  Paris,  has  excited  not  only  the  at* 
tention  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  but  of  Europe  in  ge- 
neral. To  the  progrefs  and  circumflances  of  this  negotia-* 
tion  it  will  be  requifite  to  pay  the  moil  candid  attention  ; 
and  though  it  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  too  great  a  facri- 
fice,  to  expeQ:  us  to  throw  off  every  prejudice  and  partiality 
jn  favour  of  our  native  country,  yet,  by  confidering  the  great 
political  interefts  of  Europe  in  oppofition  to  the  local  claims' 
and  feparate  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  we  may  be  enabled 
to  take  a  fufficiently  enlarged  vi^w  of  the  fubjecfl,  and  to 
form  a  conclufion  which  will  probably  be  as  impartial  as 
the  limited  faculties  of  man,  and  the  unconquerable  inHu- 
ence  of  the  felfifh  pafiions,  will  permit. 

To  every  reader  of  hiftory,.  *'  the  political  balance  of  Eu* 
rope"  is  a  phrafe  which  muft  be  fufficiently  familiar.  The 
inordinate  ambition  incident  to  the  rulers  of  great  ftates 
has  always  rendered  it  neceffary  to  ere£l  barriers  againft 
their  encroachments,  and  to  ba]ar=£c  the  pafiions  and  inter- 
efts of  mankind  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  may  a£l  in 
counterpoife  to  each  other  for  the  general  advantage  and 
fafety  of  the  great  commonwealth  of  Europe.  The  difad- 
vantages. 


5'6o  Review  of  Public  Jffah-i, 

vanta^^es,  indeed,  attending  very  extenfivc  territory  (as  in* 
ilanccd  in  the  fplendid  example  of  the  Roman  govern- 
tnent),  it  might  have  been  expeQed,  would  have  operated  to 
deter  even  rulerS  themfelves  from  the  vifionary  and  unpro- 
fitable project  of  univerfal  empire.  Yet  the  vanity  of  men 
is  too  often  fuperior  to  their  fenfe  of  intereft ;  and  this  pro- 
jeft  has  not  only  been  entertained  by  one  of  the  ablefl  and 
moft  powerful  princes  that  modern  hiftory  prefents  to  our 
■view,  the  emperor  Charles  Vth,  but  by  one  who  Nvas  greatly 
his  inferior  in  talents  as  well  as  in  refources,  Louis  XlVth 
of  France.  The  balance  of  Europe  was  originally  main- 
tained by  a  confederation,  chiefly  of  the  proteltant  dates 
of  Germany,  fupported  by  one  or  other  of  the  great  powers, 
according  to  circumft'ances  and  fituation.  Several  raufes, 
however,  have  latterly  concurred  to  render  any  fimilar 
league  of  little  confequence  ;  the  petty  dates  of  Europe  are 
become  too  infignificant,  and,  from  the  want  of  a  ftrong 
bond  of  union  (fuch  as  religion),  too  little  united,  to  be 
able  to  form  the  leaft  counterpoife  to  the  ambition  of  the 
great  dates.  Spain  is  lio  longer  a  military  power ;  Great 
Britain  being  only  potent  on  the  fea,^  can  elFetl  little  to- 
wards maintaining  the  independence  of  the  continental 
Hates  •,  the  refources  of  Turkey  are  no  longer  fuch  as  to 
render  her  either  formidable  as  an  enemy,  or  effeclive  as  ari 
ally  ;  and  the  Northern  dates  are  almod  in  a  fimilar  Situa- 
tion. If  France,  therefore,  as  Mr.  Burke  announced  in  a 
former  publication,  had  been  really  blotted  out  of  the  map 
of  Europe,  aiid  if  the  alliance  between  PvuiFia,  Audria,  and 
PruiTiaj  had  ftill  exided,  thefe  powers  imight  have  parti- 
tioned the  whole  of  Europe,  with  almod  the  fame  facility)- 
that  they  divided  Poland.  To  crufli  entirely  the  power  oF 
France,  therefore,  whatever  her  form  of  government,  would 
not  be  the  a6l  of  a  wife  datefman,  fince  fhe  forms  the  only 
efFe£lual  barrier  againd  the  ambition  of  three  dates,  which, 
from  local  interefts,  are  naturally  united,  and,  from  their 
ipower  and  refources,  are  truly  formidable  to  Europe.  The 
immerife  acceflion  of  territory,  and,  what  is  more,  of  popu- 
lation, gained  by  each  of  thefe  powers  in  the  late  partition 
of  Poland,  ferves  to  reiider  them  in  every  refpe6t  dill  more 
formidable.  It  fhould  never  be  forgotten  by  a  datefman, 
that  ^<3i7j  of  them  has  acquired,  by  that  tranfadlion,  a  terri- 
tory equal  to  England  in  extent,  the  mod  fertile  of  Europe, 
and  ccntsiiiing  between  three  and  four  millions  of  people. 

It 
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It  ihould  be  remembered  alfoj  that  thefe  are  not  held  by  a 
precarious  tenure,   fuch  as  that  by  which  Aullria  retained  L 
the  Netherlands,  according  to  \k\^joyetife  entree^  but  as  a  con- 
quered people,  and  in  the  ftrong  fetters  of  military  de- 
fpotifm. 

In  this  ftate  of  public  affairs,  we  do  not  hcfitate  to  pro- 
nounce that  it  would  not  have  been  the  objeft  of  a  great 
ftatefman,  in  the  character  of  prime  miniller  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  fecare  all  the  interefls  and  power  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  much  lefs  to  facrifice  to  it  any  eflential  advantage  ; 
it  would  rather  have  been  his  object  to  circumfcribe  it^s 
power  within,  or  nearly  within,  its  ancient  limits,  by  de- 
taching from  it  the  provinces  of  Brabant  and  Flanders ;  it 
would  alfo  have  been  his  obje£t  to  raife  up  fome  fifth  inde- 
pendent power,  w'hich  might  form  a  ufeful  check-wl  eel 
at  lead  in  the  great  political  machine  ;  and  this  would  have 
been  completely  effedled  by  the  union  of  the  Flemifh  pro- 
vinces with  the  Dutch  republic.  The  interefts  of  the  houfe 
of  Orange  might  have  been  fafely  left  to  the  operations  of 
time  5  fmce  it  never  can  be  to  the  advantage  of  any  prince  to 
owe  his  reftoration  to  external  force  only,  and  not  to  the 
will  of  the  people.  Thus  a  power  would  have  been  confti- 
tuted,  confifting  of  a  population  of  between  fix  and  feven 
millions  of  induftrious  and  opulent  inhabitants,  between  the 
great  empires  of  Auflria  and  France,  which  would  have 
been  a  medium  of  commerce,  and  a  ufeful  check  on  the  am- 
bition of  its  neighbours. 

Againft  this  rational  and  advantageous  arrangement  for 
Europe,  there  were  two  impediments  in  the  late  negotia- 
tion. Firft,  the  finances  of  France  being  in  fome  degree 
implicated  with  the  poffefTion  of  the  Netherlands  ;  and,  fe- 
condly,  the  abfurd  and  ill-advifed  treaty  between  the  em- 
peror and  Great  Britain,  "  that  neither  party  fhall  lay 
down  their  arms,  till  the  territories  conquered  from  either 
by  the  French  ftiall  be  completely  refl.ored." 

If  the  unreafonable  prejudices  of  the  Britifli  minifler 
againfl  the  Dutch  people  could  have  permitted  him  to  pay 
that  attention  to  the  interefts  of  Holland  which  found  po- 
licy demanded,  he  might  then  have  been  allowed  to  look  a 
little  to  his  own.  In  a  moral  view,  we  may  join  with  the 
osconomifts  in  deprecating  the  evils  of  an  overgrown  com-- 
merce  ;  but  (unfortunately  perhaps)  circumftances  are  no\v 
App,  Vol!  XVIil.  New  Arr.  Qji  fuch. 
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fuch,  that  the  rery  exiilence  of  Great  Britain  feems  to  dc* 
pend  on  the  mairttenance  of  its  commerce.  If,  therefore, 
fo  advantageous  a  conceflionhad  been  made  to  the  Bataviau 
republicjas  thatof  an  union  with  Belgium  (an  union,  which, 
we  h:ive  authority  for  faying,  is  defired  by  both  parties), 
England  might  reafonably  have  demanded  for  itfelf  the  poi- 
felTion  of  Ceylon  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  thus 
would  have  divided  the  fpice  trade,  &c.  with  the  Dutch 
republic.  In  return,  too,  for  the  peaceable  attainment  of 
the  whole  of  St.  Domingo,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  French  would  willingly  have  ceded  IVlartinico  to  Great 
Britain,  a  poiTeiTion  invaluable  in  time  of  war,  and  fcarcely 
lefs  profitable  in  time  of  peace.  Many  and  great  advantages 
might  alfo  have  been  obtained  in  a  general  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  France  ;  and  thefe,  though  not  a  complete  in- 
demnity forourlolfes  and  expenfes  during  a  difaftrous  war, 
would  yet,  it  mull  be  confefTed,  have  rendered  the  evil  more 
tolerable. 

Upon  what  plan,  or  with  what  view,  it  was  determined 
in  the  Britifii  cabinet  to  facrifice  all  thefe  advantages  to  the 
interefls  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  we  are  utterly  at  a  lofs  to 
conjeifture. — But  this  we  will  venture  to  affirm,  and  on  this 
aflertion  we  are  willing  to  ftake  our  reputation,-  that  the 
terms  propofed  by  our  ambaffador  (wiiich  our  minifters 
knew,  before  they  were  propofed,  would  not  be  accepted*) 
were  infinitely  m.ore  difadvantageous  to  Great  Britain  and 
to  Europe,  than  thofe  which  we  have  now  fketched  as  the 
bafis  of  a  treaty,  and  wliich,  we  have  the  utmod  reafon  to 
believe,  would  have  been  complied  with.— But  it  is  time  to 
pafs  from  fpeculation  to  narrative,  and  to 'give  our  readers  a 
fliort  hiftory  of  this  unfortunate  negotiation. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Britifli  go- 
\'crnment  on  the  important  miffion  which  M'as  to  reftorc 
peace  to  Europe,  left  London  on  the  15th  of  October.  On 
the  24th,  he  prefenied  to  M.Delacroix,  the  negotiator  on 
the  part  of  the  French  republic,  a  memorial  preiFmg  the 
cftablifliment  of  a  general  principle,  as  a  bafis  for  definitive 
;.\rrangemc;nts.  In  the  fiifii  conference  after  the  delivery  of 
this  meniorial,  it  was  demanded  of  the  Britifli  negotiator, 
whether  he  Vas  furuifhed  with  powers  and  inftruclions 


*  Sec  the  anfwer  to  Mr.  Wi>:!vh.im's  note;  in  our  Appendix  to  Vol.  XVI. 
p.  5S6, 

from 
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froiTi  the  other  belligerent  powers  to  negotiate  in  their 
name  ?  His  lordlliip  anfwered  in  the  negative  ;  but  added, 
that  when  the  directory  fhoiild  have  explained  themfelves 
relative  to  the  principle  laid  down  in  his  memorial,  he  would 
difpatch  couriers  to  inftruft  the  different  courts  in  the  (late 
of  the  negotiation,  and  to  receive  their  orders.  The  Eng- 
liih  anibaflador  was  then  aficed,  whether  he  could  not  at 
jeail  fpecify  the  principle  of  retrccelTions  which  concerned 
the  French  republic  and  Great  Britain  ?  His  lordfliip  re- 
plied, that  after  the  dire£lory  fliould  have  explained  itfelf, 
he  would  likewiCe  fend  couriers  for  inftrud^ions  upon  this 
point.  When  thefe  proceedings  in  the  negotiation  were 
made  known  to  the  executive  direftory  by  M.  Delacroix, 
they  defired  him  to  acquaint  lord  Malmeibury  that  they 
regarded  bis  propofitions  as  ofFering  nothing  but  dilatory 
or  very  diilant  means  of  coming  to  the  defired  conclufion ; 
they  exprelled  their  belief  that  the  Britirti  government 
meant,  by  the  prefent  propofitions,  only  a  renewal,  under  a 
■more  amicable  form,  of  Mr,  Wickham's  proposals  lall  year; 
they  difagreed  wiih  the  memorial  refpedling  the  fubjeft  of 
the  bafis  of  negotiation,  which  ought  not  to  relate  to  the 
principle  of  ceffion,  but  to  the  common  necefiity  of  a  juit 
and  folid  peace  j  neverthelefs,  they  would  not  reje£l  any 
means  of  reconciliation  ;  and  intimated,  that  as  foon  as  lord. 
.Malmefbury  fhould  produce  to  them  fufficient  powers  from 
the  allies  of  Great  Britain  to  flipulate  for  their  refpeclive 
interefls,  they  would  give  a  fpeedy  anfwer  to  the  propofi- 
tions which  might  be  fubmitted  to  them. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  on  the  12th  of  November,  having  re- 
ceived fome  further  inftru-Elions  from  his  court,  prefented 
another  note  to  M.  Delacroix,  importing,  that,  with  regard 
to  the  injurious  and  ofFenfive  infinuations  contained  in  the 
lail  anfwer  of  the  directory,  the  king  had  thought  it  far  be- 
neath his  dignity  to  allow  any  reply  v/hatever  to  be  returned 
on  his  part.  M.  Delacroix,  in  the  name  of  the  dire£l:ory, 
returned  an  abrupt  anfwer  the  fanie  day,  defiring  that  the 
Englifii  ambailador  would  point  out  directly  the  objefts  of 
reciprocal  compenfatioYi  which  he  had  to  propofc  ;  and  re- 
minded him  that  the  breaking  off  of  the  armiftice  by  the 
emperor  and  king  was  no  fign  of  a  difpcfition  in  him  to 
conclude  a  peace  upon  equitable  terms. 

The  correfpondence  which  immediately  fucceeded  was 
4ruly  infignificant,  and  beneath  the  importance  of  the  ne- 

QUi  2  gotiation. 
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gotiation.  Lord  Malmefbury,  however,  at  length  perceiv- 
ing the  growing  necelTity  of  obtaining  further  inftrucflions 
from  his  court,  difpatched  Mr.  Ellis,  fecretary  of  the  em- 
bafly,  to  London,  in  the  month  of  November,  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Every  impartial  obferver  mufl  have  perceived,  that,  even 
at  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  both  the  negoti- 
ating powers  were  aware  that  it  was  likely  to  break  off  with- 
out the  defired  effedl :  the  Britifh  cabinet  probably  kne^r 
that  they  had  terms  to  ofFer  which  would  not  be  acceded 
to  ;  and  M.  Delacroix,  from  the  hefitation  and  delay  in  the 
Englifli  ambaffador  v/henever  he  was  prefled  to  deliver  the 
a£lual  propofals,  inferred  that  the  Britifh  miniftcr  had  fome 
indireft  purpofes  to  anfwer  by  delay. 

In  order  to  expedite  the  delivery  of  the  Britifh  ultimatum, 
the  executive  direflory,  on  the  27th  of  November,  ordered 
their  minifter  Delacroix  to  inform  lord  Malmefbury,  that 
they  then  made  a  formal  and  pofitive  declaration  through 
him,  of  their  having  agreed  to  the  propofed  principle  of 
compenfation  and  mutual  conceffion,  defiring  his  lordfhip, 
at  the  fame  time,  *'  to  deO.gnate,  without  the  leaft  delay, 
and  exprefsly,  the  objedls  of  reciprocal  compenfation 
which  he  had  to  propofe."  Lord  Malmefbury,  in  anfwer 
to  this  urgent  requcll:,  replied,  that  he  w.ould,  without 
rfelay,  fend  for  the  inllruflions  of  his  court  upon  this  im- 
portant point. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  the  Britifh  plenipotentiary  de- 
livered to  M.  Delacroix  a  confidential  memorial,  contain- 
ing the  principal  objecls  of  reilitution,  compenfation,  and 
reciprocal  arrangements.  This  paper,  in  the  feries  of  cor- 
refpondence,  is  numbered  28,  and  contains  the  propofals  of 
Ills  Britannic  majefty. 

Firft,  his  majefty  demands  the  reftitution  to  his  majefty 
the  emperor  and  king,  of  all  his  domimonsy  on  the  footing  of 
the  JIatus  ante  bellum. 

2.  The  eftablifliment  of  peace  between  the  Germanic  em- 
pire and  France,  conformable  to  the  general  fafety  of  Eu- 
rope. 

3.  The  evacuation  of  Italy  by  the  French  troops,  with  an 
engrigemcnt  not  to  interfere  with  the  internal  affairs  of  that 
country,  which  fliould  be  eftabliftied,  as  far  as  poffible,  upon 
the  footing  of  the Jratus  ante  bellum> 

111  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  a  more  detailed  dlfcuf- 
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fion  was  to  be  entered  into  of  the  farther  meafures  which 
it  might  be  proper  to  adopt  refpeciing  the  objedls  of  thefe 
three  articles.  •' 

Second.  With  regard  to  the  other  allies  of  his  Britannic 
niajefty,  his  majefty  demanded  that  _there  fhould  be  re- 
ferved  to  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Riiflias,  a  full 
and  unlimited  power  of  taking  part  in  this  negotiation 
whenever  fhe  might  think  fit,  or  of  acceding  to  thi  defini- 
tive treaty,  and  thereby  returning  to  a  ftate  of  peace  with 
France. 

Third.  His  Britannic  majefty  demanded,  that  her  moft 
faithful  majefty  might  be  comprehended  in  this  negotia- 
tion, and  might  return  to  a  ftate  of  peace  with  France  with- 
out any  ceffion  or  burdenfome  conditions  on  either  fide. 

Fourth.  On  thefe  conditions  his  majefty  oiFered  to  France 
the  entire  and  unreferved,  reftitution  of  all  the  conquefts 
which  he  had  made  on  that  power  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies.  His  majefty  offered,  in  like  manner,  the  reftitution 
of  the  iilands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  and  of  the  fifhery 
of  Newfoundland,  on  the  footing  of  \\\zj}atus  ante  helium. 
But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  his  majefty  \vere  to  wave  the 
right  given  to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of  oppofing- 
the  ceffion  of  the  Spanifh  part  of  St.  Domingo  to  France, 
his  majefty,  it  was  intimated,  would  then  demand,  in  return 
for  this  concelfion,  a  compenfation  which  might  fecure,  in 
fome  degree,  the  niaintenance  of  the  balance  of  the  refpec- 
tive  pOiTelfions  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

Fifth.  In  all  the  cafes  of  ceffion  or  reftitution  which 
might  come  in  queftic-i.  in  this  negotiation,  there  was  to  be 
granted  on  each  fide,  to  all  individuals,  the  moft  unlimited 
right  to  withdraw,  with  their  families  and  their  property, 
and  to  fell  their  land  and  other  immovable  pofTeffions  j  and 
adequate  arrangements  were  alfo  to  be  made,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  negotiation,  for  the  removal  of  all  fequeftrations,  and 
for  the  fatisfa6lit»n  of  the  juft  claims  which  individuals  of 
either  fide  might  have  to  make  upon  either  government. 

The  next  paper  in  the  leries  of  this  negotiation  is  No. 
29,  entitled  a  confidential  memorial  on  the  peace  with 
Spain  and  Holland,  and,  in  reality,  is  a  fecond  part  of  the 
preceding  memorial.  It  ftates  the  conditions  on  which  his 
Britannic  majefty  wifiies  to  include  thofe  two  powers  in  a 
general  peace.  Pvefpeding  Holland,  it  aflerts,  "  that  his 
Britannic  majefty  and  his  allies  find  themlelves  too  nearly 
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iiiterefted  in  the  political  fituation  of  thorc  provinces,  to  be 
able  to  confent  in  their  favour  to  the  re-eflablifliment  of  the 
Jiatus  ante  bellutn  with  regard  to  territorial  pofleflions,  unlefs 
France  could,  on  her  part,  reinftate  'them  in  all  relpe61s  in 
the  fame  political  fituation  in  which  they  ftood  before  the 


war." 


With  rcfpecH:  to  Spain,  this  memorial  afTerts,  "  That  if 
the  Catholic  king  fliould  dcfire  to  be  comprehended  in  this 
negotiation,  or  to  be  allowed  to  accede  to  the  definitive 
treaty,  this  would  meet  with  no  obftacle  on  the  part  of  his 
Britannic  majefty." 

Thefe  two  papers,  the  principal  in  the  whole  correfnon- 
dence,  were  delivered  to  M.Delacroix  on  the  17th  of  De- 
cember, by  lord  Malmefbury,  two  days  after  the  return  of 
Mr.  Ellis  from  London  to  Paris. 

The  two  negotiators  met  about  eleven  o'clock  on  that 
day,  and  remained  in  converfation  upon  this  important  to- 
pic till  about  one.  M.  Delacroix,  after  reading  the  confi- 
dential me  orial  with  much  attention,  faid,  '*  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  liable  to  infurmountable  obje6\ions  ; 
that  it  feemed  to  him  to  require  much  more  than  it  concedect, 
and,  in  the  event,  not  to  leave  France  in  a  fituation  of  pro- 
portionate greatnefs  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  He  faid, 
the  7\Ct  of  their  conftitution,  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  interpreted  by  the  beft  publicifts,  made  it  im- 
poflible  to  do  what  the  memorial  required.  The  Auibian 
Netherlands  w^re  annexed  to  France  j  they  could  not  be 
difpofcd  of  without  throwing  the  nation  into  all  the  confu- 
fion  which  muft  follow  a  convocatioif  of  the  primary  alfem- 
blies."  The  purport  of  lord  Malmefbury's  reply  was, 
*'  That,  by  the  treaties  exiHing  between  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty and  the  emperor,  the  two  contradicting  parties  recipro- 
cally promife  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  without  the  refti- 
tution  of  all  the  dominions  and  territories  which  may  have 
belonged  to  either  of  them,  before'  the  war." 

To  this  M.  Delacroix  replied,  "  That  the  prefent  govern- 
rnfent  would  be  reprehenfible  in  the  extreme,  and  defer ve 
impeachment,  if  they  ever  fuffered  the  Netherlands  to  be 
reitoredj  that  Pxuflia,  Auftria,  and  Pruffia  had,  by  the  pi»r- 
tition  of  Poland,  increafed  their  power  in  a  moft  formidable 
degree  ;  that  England,  by  her  conquefts,  had  redoubled  her 
flrength,  and  was  enabled,  by  her  Indian  em^pire  alone,  to 
fiibfidife  till  the  povs^ers  of  Europe  agaiaft  France  j  and  that 
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her  monopoly  of  ^rade  had  put  her  in  pofl'effion  of  a  fund  of 
i nexhau ft ible  wealth." 

In  the  courfe  of  this  converfatlon,  lord  Mulmefhury  In- 
formed the. French  minifter,  that  he  muil  not  harbour  any 
expectation  that  his  majefty  would  relax,  or  ever  confentto 
fee  the  Netherlands  remain  a  part  of  France. 

The  day  after  this  converfation,  lord  Malmcfbury  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  direclory,  through  th^^  hands  of  M. 
Delacroix,  defiring  him  to  lign  the  confidential  note,  which 
had  been  fent  without  a  fignature,  and  to  deliver,  within 
twenty-four  hours,  his  ultimatum,  figned  by  him.  His  lord- 
{hip  having  complied  with  the  former  rcqueft,  received,  on 
the  19th  oFDecember,  a  note  from  the  dijcC'Slory,  Informing 
him,  in  anfwer  to  his  two  notes  of  the  17th  and  19th  of 
December,  "  That  the  French  executive  directory  will  lillen 
to  no  p/opofals  contrary  to  the  conllitution,  to  the  laws, 
and  to  the  treaties  which  bind  the  republic."  Hi?  jordfhip 
was  aifo  ordered,  in  this  note,  to  depart  from  Paris  in  eight 
andfort^  hours. 

In  our  lalt  Appendix,  after  relating  the  events  which  oo.-^ 
curred  in  five  fucceiuve  days  of  vi6lory,  we  leff  the  cele- 
brated general  Buonaparte  in  poiicffion  of  aimoil  all  the 
emperor's  dominions  in  Italy,  except  the  city  of  Mantua, 
and  the  imperial  troops  feeking  (belter  in  Roveredo  and  the 
defiles  of  the  Tyrolefe. 

Soon  after  thefe  tranfacllons,  general  WurmCer,  with 
great  intrepidity  and  flail,  colleCled  the  forces  under  his 
command,  and,  with  confiderable  reinforcements,  attempt- 
ed to  recover  the  loft  dominions  of  his  imperial  malter.  On 
the  pth  of  September,  he  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of  a 
large  body  of  French  troops  at  Vicenza,  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  general  Maffena ;  he  immediately  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  defile  along  the  Adige,  which  he  croffed  at  Porto 
Legnago.  On  the  next  day,  Maflena  pafied  the  fame  river 
at  Roncon,  while  general  Angereau  marched  from  Padua  to 
Porto  Legnago,  being  under  the  necefllty  of  reinforcing  his 
left,  to  prevent  the  Auftrian  forces  from  retreating  by  Caf- 
tei  Baldo.  General  Buonaparte,  on  the  I  ith  of  September, 
made  arrangements  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  general  \N  una- 
fer  ;  in  order  to  effe£l  this  defign,  he  ordered  a  wing  of  his 
army  to  take  the  village  and  bridge  of  Ceiea,  which  they 
effe<fted  ;  but,  from  the  circumfiance  of  a  part  of  the  troops 
miftaking  their  road,  the  xiuftrians  were  enabled  to  rally, 
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and  afterwards  retook  both  the  village  and  the  bridge.  The 
French  commander  in  chief  marched  thither  himfclf  upon 
the  rirft  report  of  cannon:  but  it  was  too  late.  The  Au- 
ftrians  then  made  good  their  retreat,  who  would  othcrwife 
have  been  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  made  prifoners. 
General  Wurmier,  during  the  night  of  the  nth,  made  the 
mod  rapid  marches  towards  Mantua:  early  in  the  morning 
he  arrived  at  Nogara,  where  he  was  informed  that  the 
bridges  of  the  Molinella  were  cut  down,  and  that  the  ene- 
my waited  for  him  at  Caftellaro  j  he  therefore  defeated 
their  intention  by  defiling  by  the  bridge  of  Villa  Infpenta. 

The  French  on  the  loth  of  September  attacked  and  took 
Porto  Legnagoj  and,  after  fome  parley,  the  garrifon,  confift- 
ing  of  1673  men,  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 
The  viclors  f':und  there  22  pieces  of  field  ordnance,  and  500 
men  who  had  been  made  prifoners  by  the  Auftrians  in  the 
battle  of  Cerea. 

General  Maflena  on  the  14th  of  September  marched  to- 
wards Mantua,  and  attacked  the  Fauxbourg  St.  George  ; 
the  engagement  began  at  noon,  and  the  French  were  de- 
feated with  confiderable  lofs. 

On  the  iSth,  the  French  were  informed  that  the  Auftri- 
ans had  drawn  out  nearly  all  the  garrifon  of  Mantua  to  de- 
fend two  pofts  called  the  Favourite,  and  St.  George,  in 
order  to  preferve  the  means  of  procuring  forage  for  their 
numerous  cavalry.  The  republican  troops  therefore,  un- 
der general  Bon,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  attacked 
the  Auftrians  pofted  before  St.  George  i  and  the  French 
generals  Pigeon,  Vidlor,  and  Kilmaine,  Sec  marched  by 
the  right  to  pafs  the  Auftrians.  The  battle  began  on 
both  fides  with  great  fpirit  j  the  French  in  a  diort  time  pe- 
netrated the  centre  of  the  Auftrians,  carried  the  poft  of  St. 
George,  and  took  3000  prifoners,  with  25  pieces  of  can- 
non. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  fuccefles  of  the  republicans, 
general  Wurmfer  was  compelled  to  flielter  himfelf  Vv'ith  all 
his  forces  in  Mantua,  v/hence  he  was  enabled  however  to 
make  fome  fuccefsful  forties. 

The  emperor,  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  thefe  dif- 
aftero,  immediately  ordered  large  reinforcements  to  march, 
under  the  command  of  general  Alvinzy,  to  the  relief  of 
general  V/urmier:  but  the  French  commander  was  pre 
pared  for  their  reception.   On  the  (5th  of  November,  there^- 

6  forcj 


Review  of  Fubl'ic  Affairs,  569 

fore,  as  general  Alvinzy  was  on  the  point  of  prefllng  for- 
ward his  advanced  guard,  Buonaparte  commenced  a  fevere 
action  upon  the  whole  line;  night  put  an  end  to  the  conteft, 
without  either  party  having  gained  or  loft  any  ground  ,  on 
the  next  morning  the  French  took  another  pofition.  The 
Aultrians  under  general  Davidovitch  had  in  the  mean  time 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  Trent. 

This  action  was  called  the  battle  of  the  Brenfti ;  the 
French  and  Auftrian  accounts  were  materially  different  as 
to  their  refpe£live  lofs,  and  each  claimed  the  vidtory; 
though,  from  an  attentive  confideratlon  of  the  particulars, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  French  were  worded.  General 
Alvinzy,  foon  after  the  battle  of  the  Brenta,  formed  a 
jundtion  with  the  columns  of  the  Tyrol,  and  found  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  40,000   men. 

Buonaparte,  not  difmayed  by  the  fuperlority  of  his  anta- 
gonift,  on  the  15th  of  November  advanced  near  to  the  vil- 
lage of«  Areola  with  a  defign  to  attack  the  imperial  forces  ; 
he  found  a  bridge  in  his  way  in  pofieiTion  of  the  enemy, 
from  which  they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  ;  the  French  march- 
ed up  to  it  feveral  times  5  but  not  having  in  the  firfl  in- 
ftance  evinced  the  fame  courage  as  at  the  bridge  of  Lodi, 
they  v/ere  repeatedly  repulfed ;  and  general  Angereau, 
with  the  colours  in  his  hand,  advanced  in  vain  at  the  head 
of  a  column  to  force  Areola  ;  determined  however  to  gain 
poiTefiion  of  that  place,  general  Buonaparte  proceeded  with 
all  his  etat-major  at  the  head  of  Angereau's  divifion  ;  after 
recalling  to  their  m.inds  their  brave  conduft  at  the  bridge 
of  Lodi,  he  perceived  a  moment  of  enthufiafm,  and  wifli- 
ing  to^take  advantage  of  it,  threw  himfelf  off  his  horfe,  feiz- 
eda  ftandard,  darted  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  and  ran 
to  the  bridge,  exclaiming,  "  follow  your  general !"  The  co- 
lumn was  (haken  for  a  m.oment  j  the  troops  however  were 
only  thirty  paces  from  the  bridge,  when  the  tremendous  fire 
of  the  Auflrians  reached  the  column,  and  caufed  it  to  fall 
back  at  the  moment  when  their  enemies,  according  to  this 
general's  report,  were  about  to  run.  At  this  inilant  feveral 
of  the  French  generals  were  killed  or  wounded.  Buona- 
parte and  his  principal  officers  were  at  laft  overpowered ; 
the  general  himfelf  was  thrown  with  his  horfe  into  a  marili, 
whence,  under  the  fire  of  the  Auftrians,  he  efcaped  with 
difficulty  J  he  remounted,  the  columns  rallied,  and  the  im- 
perial troops  were  afraid  to  quit  their  trenches. 

At 
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At  the  approach  of  night  the  French  arrived  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Areola,  which  the3'  took,  with  a  great  number  of 
prifoners.  The  next  mornin<^  the  Auftrians  attacked  them 
nt  all  points,  but  were  repulfed  by  general  Mafiena's  co-^ 
lunin  with  great  Icfs.  The  two  armies  fought  again  on  the 
17th  of  Novemhervvith  great  obilinacyj  and  according  to 
the  French  accounts,  the  republicans  gained  a  complete 
victory  on  that  day.  The  Aultrians,  having  abandoned  all 
their  pofitions,  retreated  during  the  night  to  Vicenza.  It 
was  faici  that  they  loft  during  thefe  di^eient  engagements, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  ten  thoufand  men  ;  the  French  had 
a  great  number  in  killed,  but  their  lofs  in  prifoners  was  not 
fo  great  as  that  of  their  enemies  :  they  had  however  no  lefs 
than  feven  generals  wounded  ;  two  of  whom  died  of  their 
wounds. 

For  a  coniiderable  time  very  few  rencounters  of  import- 
ance took  place  in  Italy  between  the  French  and  Auftrian 
armies;  and  at  the  end  of  the  ye^-  1796,  general  Wurmfer 
remained  in  Mantua  clofely  blockaded  by  the  French. 

The  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe  under  general  Jour- 
dan,  after  their  fuccefsful  career  in  Germany,  and  the  taking 
of  Bamberg  and  Forflieim  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  experi- 
enced a  fatal  reverfe  of  fortune.  Intoxicated  with  viclorj'-, 
and  concluding  the  dominion?  of  the  emperor  to  be  at  their 
mercy,  the  fcIdiSrs  of  the  French  republic,  it  is  faid,  ful- 
lied  their  name  arid  their  former  glory  by  diforder  and 
plunder.  Strong  reinforcements,  and  the  courage  of  their 
troops,  enabled  the  AuRrians  to  compel  their  enemies  to 
retreat.  General  Jourdan  was  obliged  in  a  (laort  time  to 
abandon  ail  his  polls  on  the  Lahn,  and  retire  towards  the 
Sieg. 

The  Auftrian  troops  paffcd  the  Lnhn  in  purfuit  of  the 
French,  and  general  Kray  was  on  the  lyth  of  September  at 
Herboon,  and  advanced  towards  Delenbourg  and  Siegcn. 
The  French  in  the  mean  tim.e  made  great  exertions  to  for- 
tify themfelves  in  Neuwied.  On  the  19th  of  September, 
general 'Hotze,  in  advancing  towards  Hochilebach,  found 
means  to  bring  on  an  aclion  with  the  rear  guard  of  the 
French,  and  defeated  them  with  confiderable  lofs.  Mar- 
ccau,  a  French  general  of  divifion,  and  of  diftinguifned 
merit,  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner  \  he  foon  after 
died,  and  he  received  from  his  enemies. the  honours  duQ 
to  a  brave  man, 
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-  A  body  of  Auftrians  under  count  T  lerfeldt  a'vanced  in 
tl-ie  mean  time  into  the  Margraviate  of  Baden,  and  furprifed 
and  difperfed  the  troops  which  the  French  had  left  in  that 
country.  About  this  time,  the  archduke  perceiving  a  pro- 
per opportunity  to  undertake  his  proje6led  operations  to- 
wards the  Upper  Pthine,  ordered  lieutenant-general  We- 
mefh  to  advance  on  the  22d  of  September  to  Ukerath 
and  the  8ieg;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  archduke  marched 
himfelf  towards  the  Meine.  He  croiTed  the  river  on  the 
2c;th,  and  leaving  a  confiderable  referve  cantoned  betwixt 
Mentz  and  Frankfort,  proceeded  towards  the  Upper  Rhine. 
In  the  mean  time  the  French  army  was  confiderably  re- 
inforced, under  general  Bournonville,  who  was  appointed 
by  the  executive  direclory  to  the  chief  comm.and,  in  the 
room  of  general  Jourdan.  After  overcoming  confid-:rable 
difficulties,  this  general  etfedled  a  retreat  acrofs  the  Rhine, 
where  no  important  operations  have  finc°  taken  place. 

In  our  lait  Review  of  Public  Afiairs,  we  left  the  French 
army  under  general  Moreau  in  pofleiiion  of  Stutgard,  and 
making  fuch  rapid  ftrides  into  the  interior  of  Germany  as 
to  caufe  the  emperor  to  tremble  upon  his  throne  at  Vien- 
na. Excited  by  terror,  and  aided  by  large  fums  of  "money 
from  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  tlie  tottering  monarch  left 
no  effort  untried  to  augment  his  forces ;  and  his  exertions 
were  happily  feconded  by  the  bravery  of  his  troops  and  tha 
flcill  of  his  generals,  who  by  repeated  atls  of  valour  com- 
pelled at  length  an  enemy  to  retreat,  whofe  energy  and 
courage  gave  additional  brilliancy  to  the  viftory. 

The  operations  of  the  French  general  Moreau  alfo  on  this 
occafion,  and  the  fkill  and  bravery  which  be  difplayed  in  his 
retreat,  have  gained  him  the  applaufe  of  moll  military  men. 
On  the  loth  and  nth  of  September  he  quitted  his  pofi- 
tion  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Yfer;  general  La  Tour  follow- 
ed him  clofely,  and  the  Auftrian  general  Nauendorf  watch- 
ed his  motions,  and  on  the  14th  had  an  engagement  with 
his  rear-guard,  in  which  the  Auftrians  were  faid  to  have 
taken  a  thoufand  prifoners. 

General  Moreau,  however,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
made  a  forward  movem.ent,  drove  in  the  Auftrian  out- 
pofts,  and  extended  his  line  as  far  as  Landfberg  on  the 
Leek.  But  general  Frolig  with  a  confiderable  number  of 
Auftrians  arrived  on  the  19th  at  Ifny,  where  he  defeated 
the  right  wing  of  Morcau's  army. 

The 
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The' Auftrians  on  tb.  2dth  took  a  pofition  at  Donaln- 
wert,  and  their  parties  extended  to  Uim  and  Gemund. 
Under  thefe  circunncances,  general  Moreau  perceived  the 
necefTity  of  retreating.  In  the  night  of  the  2otTi  he  re- 
paflcd  the  Leek  at  Augfhurgli  and  Rain ;  and  on  the  22d 
:  his  head  quarters  were  at  Weifonhom,  and  he  direfted  his 
retreat  towards  Uhn.  On  the  22d,  fix  French  commifla- 
ries,  and  all  the  people  belonging  to  the  bread  department, 
were  upon  the  road  leading  from  Ulm  towards  Stutgard. 
From  feveral  circumftances,  the  Auffcrians  learnt  that  he 
intended  to  cro.f'i  the  Danube  at  Ulm,  and  retreat  by  Stut- 
gard  and  Conflat  towards  Kehl:  they  therefore  took  mea- 
fures  to  fruilrate  his  defign.  Moreau,  on  the  other  hand, 
finding  himfelf  in  this  iituation,  abandoned  Ulm  on  the 
26th,  and  proceeded  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Danube  as 
far  as  Erbach,  where  he  again  crofled  the  river,  and  was 
fuppofed  to  direft  his  retreat  towards  the  foreft  towns.  Oia 
the  laft  day  of  September  he  arrived  near  Bui-hau,  where,  * 

early  in  the  morning  he  was  attacked  by  the  Auftrians  at 
all  points.  The  b..ttle  laited  the  whole  day  *,  but  the  event 
was  fpoken  of  doubtfully.     After  this  battle  the  French  ; 

general  continued  his  march  towards  the  Rhine,  without 
lofing  any  of  his  artillery  or  baggage. 

A  part  of  the  Auftrian  army  had  in  the  mean  time  taken 
poll  between  the  fource  of  the  Necker  and  the  Danube,  by 
which  the  pafles  of  the  Black  Foreft  were  more  efFedlually 
covered ;  and  their  parties  incefiantly  haraffed  the  rear  of 
the  French.  Prefled  in  this  manner,  general  Moreau  per- 
ceived the  extreme  danger  to  which  his  further  retreat  was 
expofed,  and  he  refolved  to  rifle  a  general  adtion. 

With  this  view  the  left  wing  of  his  army  croiled  the  Da- 
nube at  Reidlingen  on  the  2d  of  October,  and  repafled  it  at 
Murdurkingen,  and  turned  and  defeated  the  troops  which 
La  Tour  had  polled  between  the  Feder  See  and  the  river. 
The  general  therefore  was  no  fooner  affured  of  the  fuccefs 
of  his  left  wing,  than  he  auvanced  to  attack  general  La  Tour 
in  front;  and  the  a6lion  was  maintained  during  fix  hours 
with  the  utmoft  obftinacy.  At  length  the  Auftrians  were 
compelled  to  abandon  their  ground,  and  retreat  behind  the 
Rothambach.  Though  the  French  on  this  occafion  were 
a  retreating  army,  they  took  five  thoufand  of  their  purfuers 
prifoners,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon. 

General 
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General  Moreau,  having-  thus  far  fucceeded  In  his  de* 
figns,  recommenced  his  march  on  the  5th  of  October  by 
the  route  of  Stockach,  and  on  the  8th  he  had  his  head 
quarters  at  that  place.  After  fecuring  the  paflages  over  the 
Rhine,  his  army  marched  to  Fribourg,  and  on  the  i8th  he 
had  his  head  quarters  at  Furg.  The  Auftrians  however  did 
not  long  permit  him  to  remain  undifturbed.  As  the  French 
appeared  inclined  to  retain  a  pofition  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  PJiine,  the  archduke  Charles  attacked  them  on  the  24th 
of  Oftober  in  the  formidable  pofition  of  Schlingen,  and 
defeated  them  with  confiderable  lofs. 

General  Moreau,  after  this  a6lion,  retired  towards  the 
Tete-de-pont,  near  Huningen,  and  on  the  26th  retreated 
acrofs  the  Rhine  at  that  place. 

The- Auftrians,  after  Moreau  had  effected  this  celebrated 
retreat,  laid  fiege  to  the  fort  of  Kehl.  On  the  morning  of 
the  22d  of  November  the  French  garrifon  made  a  vigorous 
fortie,  uiid  forced  the  whole  line  of  the  befiegers,  fpiked 
their  artillery,  and  took  feven  hundred  prifoners,  among 
whom  were  thirty  ofEcers.  Much  blood  has  fince  been 
Ihed  at  this  place  in  feveral  fubfequent  attacks  and  forties 
with  great  lofs  on  both  fides. 

The  two  legiilative  councils  have  chiefly  been  occupied 
on  the  finances  of  the  nation.— Some  proceedings  of  a  dif- 
ferent charafter  it  will  however  be  neccflary  to  notice. 

Peletdela  Lozere,  on  the  23d  of  September,  in  the  coun- 
cil of  five  hundred,  made  a  motion  for  peace,  upon  which 
the  order  of  the  day  was  called  for-  BoiiTy  d'Angias  rofe 
on  this  occafion,  and  f^id,  that  though  he  fupportedthe  or- 
der of  the  »^-y,  he  did  not  difapprove  of  the  intention  of 
Pelet.  He  thought  that  French  liberty 'would  triumph 
over  all  its  enemies  \  but  it  was  of  ufe  to  declare  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  the  war  into  which  they  have  been  drawn  was 
not  a  war  of  caprice,  but  a  war  of  liberty. 

"  It  was  of  importance,  he  faid,  to  announce  to  all  Europe 
the  duplicity  of  Pi//,  at  the  moment  when  he  was  foliciting 
new  fubfidies  and  deceiving  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 
That  people  were  fincerely  defirous  of  peace:  but  the  art- 
ful miniiter  exclaimed,  "  we  muft  continue  the  war,  be- 
caufe  the  French  do  jiot  wiOi  for  peace,  until  they  have 
deftroyed  all  the  thrones  of  Europe."  Boiffy  d'Angias  con- 
cluded v.ith  obferving,  that  thefe  were  undoubtedly  the 

political 
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political  principles  which  had  induced  Pelet  to  ma'Ke  his 
motion;  but  as  the  difcuiTion  of  the  queftion  might  involve 
fome  circumftances  injurious  to  the  interefls  of  the  repub- 
lic, he  fhould  move  the  order  of  the  day,  which  pafled 
almoft  unanimoufly. 

Bailcul,  on  the  27th  of  September,  in  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  called  the  ferious  attention  of  the  council  to  the 
reiterated  attempts  of  the  confpirators-  Their  boldnefs  and 
their  impunity,  he  faid,  were  equally  calculated  to  alarm 
the  good  and  peaceable  citizens.  He  urged  the  necelhty  of 
reprcffing  fa6lion  inftantly,  and  therefore  propofed  to  form 
a  commifllon  of  five  members  to  revife  the  laws  relative  to 
the  fuppreiTion  of  feditious  afieniblages,  and  the  m.ode  of 
profecuting  and  trying  all  thofe  who  attack  the  conftitu- 
tion  and  government.     His  propofal  was  adopted. 

The  anniverfary  fete  of  the  foundation  of  the  republic 
was  celebrated  in  Paris  on  the  23d  of  September  in  the 
Champ-de-INIars,  with  much  appropriate  fcenery  and  mag- 
nificence. 

Cambaceres,  in  the  council  of  five  hundred,  on  the  19th 
of  October,  made  a  report  in  the  name  of  a  fpecial  commif- 
fion,  on  a  mefiage  of  the  direclory,  in  which  he  called  on 
the  legiilative  body  to  fecure  the  return  of  peace,  by  a  vi- 
gorous organization  of  the  means  proper  for  continuing  the 
war.  *'The French  government,"  faid  he,  "is  defirous  of  a 
Jincere,  fpeedy,  and  honourable  peace.  If  the  enemies  o£ 
the  republic  a£l  with  frauknefs  and  fincerity,  tranquillity 
will  foon  be  refhoted  to  Europe.  Her  wants  are  mul- 
tiplied, it  is  true  :but  her  refources  are  not  exhaufted  ;  fhe 
has  domains  to  alietiate,  and  arrears  to  recover;  fce  has  no 
need  of  violent  means;  her  territorial  poneffions  are  fuffi- 
cient  for  her,  and  will  enable  her  to  meet  both  the  war  ex- 
penditure and  the  acquittal  of  the  public  debt."  He  then 
prefented  aferies  of  refoluiions,  ftating,  "  That  there  fliould 
be  a  fund  of  450,000,000  of  livres  in  fpecie  for  the  fcrvice 
of  the  fifth  year  of  the  republic,  for  the  fixed  cxpenfcs  ;  and 
another  fund  of  550,000,000  alfo  in  fpecie,  for  the  extraor- 
dinaries  ;  that  the  fund  for  the  fixed  expenfes  fhould  be 
dfawn  from  the  produce  of  the  contributions  for  the  fifth 
year.  The  funds  for  the  extraordinaries  fliould  be  drawn 
from  the  ar/ears  of  the  contributions,  and  from  the  revenue 
of  the  national  domains  and  forefts ;  and  to  complete  the 
^50,000,000,    a  fufiicleut   quantity   of  national   domains 

ihould 
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■  iliOiild  be  fold  by  auclion,  and  the  payment  made,  a  tenth 
part  in  fpecie,  four  tenths  m  fchedules,  and  the  other  five 

-tenths  in  government  debentures. 

Another  refolution  was,  that  the  territorial  contributions 
for  the  fifth  year  fl;ou'id  be  hiied  at  250,000,000,  to  be  taken 
from  the  departments  ;  and  the  fumptuary  contributions  at 
50,000,000  j—-alfo5  that  the  members  of  the  central  and  mu- 

.  nicipal  adminiftration  fhould,  as  foon  as  poluble,  proceed 
to  the  colledlion  of  the  dire«^  contributions. 

The  executive  direcl-Ory  on  the  loth  of  December  ad- 
dreffed  a  meflage  to  the  council  of  five  hundred,  refpecling 
the  deranged  ftate  of  the  French  finances  ;  purporting  that 
the  multiplied  wants  of  the'  republic  called  imperiouily 
upon  the  legiflative  body  to  dif[3lay  and  employ  all  her  re- 
fourcesj  that  every  branch  of  the  public  fervice  experi- 
enced the  utmoft/dHlrefs ;  the  pay  of  the  troops  remaining 
unfettled  ;  -the  defendjpxs  of  .the  country  fuffering  all  the 
horrors  of  want  j  the  creditors  of  the  ftate  and  contractors 
remaining  unpaid ;  and  the  adrniniilratiou  of  the  police  un- 
able to  reprefs  the  intrigues  of  the  difafFe£led  in  every 
part  of  the  republic.   The  directory,  in  this  meiTage,  then 

.  pointed  cut  the  proper  employment  of  the  arrears  due  upon 
the  laft  fourth  part  of  the  fale  of  the  national  domains 

.which  had  been  Told  inpurfuance  of  the  law  of  the  aSth 
Ventofe,  as  the  means  of  obtaining  relief  to  the  diftreffe? 
of  the  republic. 

Dumolard,  in  the  council  of  five  hundred  on  the  25th  of 
December,  obferved  that  it  had  long  been  the  wifh  of  the 
council  to  make  feme  regulation  for  the  re-eftablirhment  of 

.  manners,  and  for  the  ceflation  of  abufes  in  the  law  of  di- 
vorce •,  he  moved  that  the  committee  for  the  claifification 
of  the  laws  of  divorce  be  defired  to  make  their  report  as 
foon  as  p.o.iTible.     A  fpecial  committee  was  alfo  ordered  to 

-  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  whether  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  fufpend  all  divorces  on  account  of  in- 
compatibility of  temper. 

Danon,  on  the  2iil:  of  December,  in  the  name  of  a 
commiffion,  read  for  the  third  time  a  phm  upon  the  means 
of  renevv-ing,  agreeably  to  the  conftltution,  one  third  of  the 
members  of  the  convention  in  the  legiilature  on  the  firfl 
cf  Germinal.  The  plan  was  adopted;  and  the  following 
are  fome  of  its  principal  difpofitions  : 

I.  There  fhall  be  elected,  fur  the  prefent  year  only,  a 

third 
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third  of  deputies  by  the  departments  of  Belgium,  of  Mont 
Blanc,  and  the  other  united  countries. 

2.  The  divifion  of  the  ci-devant  Belgium  into  nine  de- 
partments fhall  be  proviforily  maintained. 

3.  A  new  general  lift  fhall  determine  the  number  of  de- 
puties to  be  elecfled  annually  by  every  department  of  the 
republic,  in  proportion  to  its  population. 

4.  To  obtain,  as  the  refult  of  the  ballot,  the  efFeftual 
maintenance  of  83  ex-members  of  the  convention  in  activi- 
ty in  the  council  of  elders,  and  of  167  members  in  adlivity 
in  the  council  of  five  hundred. 

Paftoret  then  reminded  the  council  that  the  conllitution 
alfo  required  the  renewal  of  one  member  of  the  direftory, 
and  moved-that  a  committee  fliould  devife  the  mode  of  do-  , 
ing  fo :  and  this  was  alfo  agreed  to. 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 
The  four  months  which  have  elapfed  fince  our  laft  retro- 
fped  of  public  affairs,  have  been  pregnant  with  political 
events  of  confiderable  importance  to  the  inierefts  of  Great 
Britain.— The  rife,  progrefs,  and  difTolution  of  a  negoti-  1 

ation_ for  a  general  peace — the  evacuation  of  Corfica — the 
lofs  of  her  naval  fuperiority  in  the  Mediterranean— the  ad- 
dition of  the  kingdom  of  Spain  to  the  catalogue  of  her 
foes— the  augmentation  of  her  national  debt  and  tax- 
es, and  the  determination  to  profecute  the  prefent  war  till 
the  French  republic  reftores  the  Netherlands  to  the  empe- 
ror,— are  circumflances  which  certainly  demand  the  mofl 
ferious  attention- 

On  the  28th  of  September  the  firfl  feffion  of  the  new 
parliament  commenced  ;  about  a  week  was  fpent  in  admini- 
ftering  the  necelfary  oaths  to  the  refpeftive  members,  and 
in  choofing  a  fpeaker.     Mr.   Addington,  who  filled   that  ! 

office  during  the  laft  parliament,  was  unanimoufly  re-eledi- 
ed  with  bartering  marks  of  efteemj  and  the  choice  was 
formally  approved  by  his  majefty. 

On  the  6th  of  Oclober  the  king  came  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  and,  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne  addreifed  to  both 
houfes,  aflured  them,  *'  That  it  gave  him  peculiar  fatis- 
faclion  to  recur  to  their  advice,  after  the  recent  opportu- 
nity which  had  lately  been  given  of  collctling  the  fenfe  of 
his  people,  engaged  in  an  arduous  conteft  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  all  that  M^as  moft  dear  ; — that  he  had  exerted 
every  endeavour  to  fet  on  foot  a  negotiation  to  reftore 

peace 
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peace  to  Europe ;  that  tlw  (leps  which  he  bad  taken  for 
that  purpofe  had  at  Lift  opened  the  way  to  an  immediate 
and  dire6l  negotiation  j  that  he  (liould  immediately  fencj 
a  perfon  to  Paris  with  fuU  powers  to  treat  for  peace  ;  that 
the  enemy  had  manifefted  an  intention  of  attempting  ade- 
fcent  upon  thefe  kingdoms  i  that,  in  reviewing  the  events 
of  the  year,  they  muft  have  obferved,  that  by  the  {kill  and 
exertions  of  the  navy,  our  extenfive  and  increafm<j  com- 
merce had  been  prote£led  almoft  beyond  e:!:ample,  while 
the  fleets  of  the  enemy  were  blocked  up  in  their  own  portsj 
that  the  operations  in  the  Ealt  and  V/ell  Indies  had  becii 
both  honourable  and  advantageous  to  the  nation  j  that  the 
fortune  of  war  on  the  continent,  from  the  perfevering 
exertions  x>i  his  ally  the  emperor,  and  the  good  con^- 
daft  of  his  forces,  had  lately  taken  fuch  a  turn  as  might  in- 
fpire  a  confidence  that  the  filial  refult  of  the  campaign 
would  prove  more  difaftrous  to  the  enehiy  than  its  corn- 
mencement  and  progrefs  fot  a  time  were  favourable  to 
their  hopes  ;  that  the  hoftile  condu£l:  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid had  led  to  difcuffions  of  which  he  was  i?ot  able  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  refult."  He  concluded  by  exprefling 
his  reliance  on  the  commons  for  fuch  fupplies  as  they  might 
think  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year. 

Earl  Bathurfl;  in  the  upper  houi'e  moved  aii  addrefs  to  his 
tnajefly,  and  the  motion  was  feconded  by  lord  OiTory.  The 
noble  mover  called  to  the  recollection  of  their  lordfhips 
their  formei:  determination  to  rely  upon  the  wdfdom  of  the 
executive  government,  refpecting  a  continuation  of  the 
ivar,  and  deduced  from  that  determination  a  confidence 
that  all  parties  would,  concur  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his 
majelly  for  his  gracious  intention-  of  fetting  on  foot  a  ne- 
gotiation  for  peace. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  aflured  the  houfe,  that^  as  he  had  bccrt 
an  advocate  for  the  war  at  its  commencement,  he  conti- 
ed  fo  ftill,  "  becaufe,"  faid  his  lordflnip,  "  the  war  wzi 
Undertaken  to  reflore  order,  to  defend  the  civillfed  ftates  of  - 
Europe  againft  the  dangers  that  threatened  them,  to  pro- 
i:e£t  perfons  and  property  from  a  fatal  devaflation,  and  to 
fupprefs  the  tendency  of  innovating  and  pernicious  doc- 
trines. On  thefe  principles  their  lordfhips  had  engaged  in, 
and  on  thefe  principles  they  had  fupported  the  war.  -  The 
purport  of  the  prefent  addrefs,  he  faid,  was  thetefore  to 
acknowledge  and  approve  that  fyllem  he  had  formerly  re- 
i^pp.  Vol.  XVIII.  Nbw  Akr-        R  r  pr«i 
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probated  and  oppofed  ;  for  he  defired  any  man  to  look  back, 
and  fay  that  the  fame  caufes  that  exilled  then  for  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  the  war  did  not  exifl  at  prcfcnt.  Are  you,  faid 
he,  prepared  to  releafe  Mr.  York  again,  with  his  inflaminpj 
do£lrines  ?  Are  you  prepared  to  bring  back  the  gentlemen 
iit  Botany  Bay  ?  For  thefe  mull  be  done  if  you  conclude  a 
peace."  His  lordfhip  concluded  by  propofing  an  amendment. 

Earl  Guildford  faid  that  he  iTiould  vote  for  the  addrefs  ; 
but  defired  to  have  it  underftood  that  this  vote  was  not  to 
preclude  any  examination  which  he  might  be  difpofed  to 
enter  into  hereafter  concerning  the  conduct  of  minifters, 
in  wantonly  plunging  us  into  the  horrors  of  war. 

In  the  lower  houfe  the  addrefs  was  moved  for  by  lord 
Morpeth,  and  feconded  by  fir  William  Lowther. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  it  was  a  matter  fomewhat  extraordinary 
that  his  ^lajefty  fhould  be  advifed,  at  the  prefent  moment, 
to  adopt  thofe  pacific  meafures  which  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  fo 
ftrenuo'ufly  urged  to  that  houfe  on  former  occafions.  He  ap- 
proved of  every  meafure  which  had  been  undertaken  to  bring 
about  a  negotiation  for  peace  j  but  if  thefe  meafures  v^ere 
finally  crowned  with  fuccefs,  it  was  impolfible  not  to  regret 
that  they  had  not  been  adopted,  before  thoufands,  and  even 
millions,  had  periflied  in  the  fatal  contefl. 

He  faid,  that  thofe  who  compofed  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  had  very  carefully  and  very  properly  omitted  the 
tommon-placc  diftion,  in  which  they  had  formerly  in- 
dulged, refpeftlng  civil  fociety,  poliflied  order,  and  the 
caufe  of  religion  and  morality.  Mr.  Fox  alfo  obferved,  that 
he  thought  it  fingular,  that  mention  had  not  been  m?de  in 
the  fpeech,* to  whom  the  perfon  going  to  Paris  to  negotiate 
was  to  apply ;  becaufe  it  had  been  his  majeily's  ufual  prac- 
tice to  be  more  explicit :  for  inllance,  when  a  perfon  was 
notified  by  him  to  go  to  the  Hague  on  a  fimilar  bufinefs, 
it  was  generally  added,  "  with  full  powers  to  treat  with 
their  high  mightinelTes  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces.'' — Hence  it  might  have  been  reafonably  expe<fi:- 
ed  that  a  minifter  would  have  been  fent  to  the  executive 
direiSlory  of  the  French  republic— He  concluded  by  re- 
marking that  he  thought  it  necellary  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country  that  the  condudi  of  the  prefent  minifters  fhould  be 
inquired  into  on  a  future  occafion. 

Mr.  Pitt  went  into  his  accuflomed  detail  of  the  great  re- 
fources  of  the  country,  the  profpcrity  of  its  commerce,  and 
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the  extent  of  its  exports.  The  addrefs  to  his  majcfty  pafTed, 
}icm'ine  co/iiradicente. 

Mr.  Hobart,  on  the  17th  of  0£lober,  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  fupply ; — that  120,000  feamen  be 
voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1797,  includ- 
ing 20,000  marines  ;  and  alfo,  that,  towards  defraying  the 
cxpenfe  thereof,  4I.  per  man  per  month  be  allowed,  for 
thirteen  months. 

On  the  i8th  of  Oclober,  the  order  of  the  day  being  read 
for  taking  into  confideration  that  part  of  his  majefty's  fpeech 
which  related  to  the  intention  manifelled  by  the  enemy  to 
attempt  a  defcent  on  this  country, —Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that 
the  houfe  had  unanimoufly  entered,  at  an  early  part  of  the 
fclfion,  into  an  important  refolution  of  follovi'ing  up  that 
part  of  his  majefly's  fpeech.  He  fliould  therefore  fubmit 
to  the  houfe  fome  propofitions  relative  to  raifing  men  for 
augmenting  the  army  and  navy,  raifing  a  fupplemental 
militia,  and  a  body  of  irregular  cavalry,  for  augmenting  the 
internal  force  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  re- 
pel any  attack  of  the  enemy. 

The  aggregate  of  Mr.  Pitt's  propofals  on  this  occafioii 
were. 

To  raife  15,000  men,  to  be  divided  between  the  army 
and  navy  ; 

A  fupplemental  militia,  confiding  of  60,000  men  ; 

A  body  of  irregular  cavalry,  as  near  20,000  men  as  pof- 
fible  •,  and, 

A  corps  of  700  men,  expert  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  con- 
fiding of  game-keepers. In  all,  102,000  men. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  concluded  a  long 
fpeech,  by  propofing  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  conformable  to 
the  fcveral  propofals  he  had  jull  made  to  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  that  fome  explanation  ought  to  have 
been  given  of  the  aiStual  neccihty  of  thefe  expenfive  mea- 
fures  propofed  by  the  minifter.  According  to  jhis  ftate- 
ment,  he  obferved,  the  houfe  was  placed  in  an  embarrafled 
fituation;  for  it  was  invited  to  impofe  ferious  and  heavy  bur- 
dens upon  the  people,"  and  to  detract  from  the  indudry,  and 
fufpend  the  labour  of  the  poor,  without  any  one  odenfible 
caufe,  or  folid  proof  whatever. 

Mr.  Fox  agreed  with  Mr.  Sheridan  that  no  proof  what- 
foever  had  been  adduced  of  the  exiftence  of  any  danger  to 
this  country  frOm  a  fuppofed  defcent  of  the  enemy.     Mr. 
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Fox  made  a  long  and  energetic  fpecch  upon  this  occafioli^ 
the  general  current  of  w^hich  went  to  prove  that  miniftera 
were  not  afraid  of  an  invanon  ;  but  that  they  augmented 
the  domeltic  force  of  the  country  only  that  they  might  be 
enabled  to  detach  a  larger  portion  to  purfue  deflrudive 
fchemes  of  conqueft.  He  contended  that  he  was  war- 
ranted in  drawing  this  dedu(flion  from  fome  intimations  to 
that  purpofe  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Dundas.— All  the  refolu- 
Itions  were  at  kngth  agreed  to  by  the  committee. 

The  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  21ft  of  Odober,  having 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  the  fecretary  at 
war  rofe,  and  fcated  that  the  whole  force  of  this  country, 
confifting  of  the  common  diilribution  of  guards,  garrifons, 
colonies  and  plantations,  amounted  to  195,674  men,  the  ex" 
penfe  of  which  would  amount  to  5,190,0001.  fo  that  it 
•Would  appear  that  the  exp^nfe  of  this  year  would  not  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  preceding.  The  home  army  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  amounted  to  60,765  men*  The  army  abroad 
amounted  to  64,276.  The  militia  was  nearly  the  fame  as 
lad  year,  with  the  difference  of  the  city  regiments.  He 
concluded  with  moving,.  ^'  That  there  be  employed  for  the 
land  fervice  of  this  year  the  number  of  195,000  men." 

The  feveral  refolutions  were  put  feverilly,  and  carried, 
iiem.  con. 

The  following  fums  were  voted  for  the  charge  of  60,765 
^fFeftive  men : 

For  guards  and  garrifons  — ^ 

For  forces  in  the  plantations       -^ 

For  difference  between  Britifh  and  \ 
Irifh  pay  of  forces  abroad  3 

For  contingencies  for  land  forces    — 

For  charge  of  general  and  ftalf  officers 

For  recruiting  regiments  in  India    — 

For  chargeoi  embodied  militia  and  > 
fenqible  infantry  —  J 

For  contingencies  for  ditto  — • 

For  cloathing  for  ditto        -—        — 

For  charge  of  fencible  cr.valry        — 

For  allowance  to  ditto         — r         — 

The  next  bufinefs  of  importance  which  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  commons,  was  Mr.  Pitt's  pro:nifed  motion 
relative  to  the  funding  of  the  navy  and  exchequer  bills, 
which  he  made  qi?  the  ^8th'0f  Q\^ober.    He  prefaced  his 
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motion  with  obferving  that  his  propofal  had  for  its  object 
the  removal  of  a  large  mafs  of  floating  debt  from  the  mar^ 
ket,  which  had  fallen  to  a  great  difcount,  and  had  confe- 
quently  produced  much  public  injury,  and  much  private 
inconvenience.  He  faid  that  the  amount  of  the  bills  then 
in  circulation  would  become  payable  at  diiferent  periods, 
according  to  the  different  times  at  which  they  were  iffued  i 
but  the  fartheft  periods  of  payment  of  any  of  the  bills  could 
not  exceed  fifteen  months  from  the  prefent  time.  The 
whole  queftion,  therefore,  was,  whether  the  navy  and  other 
bills,  then  outflanding,  Ihould  be  left  a  load  upon  the  maii- 
ket,  to  be  paid  only  at  thofe  periods  when  they  became 
due  ;  or,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  advif.tble  to  pay 
them  before  that  period,  by  offering  to  the  holders  fuch 
terms  as  might  be  benetici  d  to  them.  He  propofetl  to  fund 
all  the  bills  then  in  circulation,  even  doY>n  to  the  lateft 
period. 

The  amount  of  bills  that  had  been  iffued  was  little  lefs 
than  twelve  millions.  As  he  thought  this  fum  would  bd- 
too  great  for  one  fpecies  of  itoCi<,  he  proposed  to  give  an 
option  to  the  holders  to  tund  them  in  any  of  the  three 
funds,  3,  4,  or  5  per  cents  j  for  this  purpofe,  he  divided 
the  holders  into  four  claffes,  according  to  the  date  of  the 
bills  held  by  them  ;  and  flated,  that  the  holders  of  the  navy 
bills  fliould  have  their  option  of  any  cf  the  three  kinds  Qf 
flock,  at  a  certain  abatement  on  the  prefent  prices,  acco,r4* 
ing  to  the  time  cf  the  iffuing  of  their  bills.  For  example, 
the  firft  clafs,  comprehending  the  months  of  06loberj 
November,  and  December,  1795)  ^o^I<^  have  an  abatement 
of  2  per  cent,  on  the  prefent  price,  if  they  chcfe  to  fund 
their  bills  in  the  3  per  cents  \  of  ^  per  cent,  if  they  funded 
in  the  4  per  cents ;  or  an  abatement  of  4  per  cent,  if  they 
funded  in  the  5  per  cents;  and  fo  in  proportion  for  the  other 
claffes,  the  abatement  diminifhing  according  as  their  bills 
(liminifhed  in  time. 

In  addition  to  this  aggregate  of  navy  bills,  there  were 
outflanding  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  nearly  of  two 
millions  and  a  half;  thefe  were  to  become  payable  in  July  ; 
he  propofed,  thf  r-efore,  to  fund  them  in  nearly  the  fame 
loans  as  the  navy  bills,  viz. 

\\  per  cent,  abatement  in  the  3  per  ccntSo 

2-J  per  cent,  in  the  4  per  cents. 

3i  per  cent,  in  the  5  per  cents. 
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He  concluded  with  moving',  **  That  his  Majefty  be  enabled 
to  fatisfy  all  the  bills  payable  in  the  navy,  viftualling,  and 
tranfport  fervice  to  the  27th  of  0(ftober,  1796." 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  lluff'ey  ftrongly  contended  that  the 
plan  prcpofed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  la- 
vilhing  the  public  money,  and  augnienting  the  national 
debt  ii:  an  unprecedented  manner.  Mr. Fox  clearly  proved 
that  the  holders  of  navy  and  exchequer  bills,  by  this  fyllem, 
would  receive  at  the  rate  of  103I.  interefl  per  cent,  per  an- 
num for  their  money  !  He  urged  that  the  committee  ought 
to  have  a  detailed  account  of  the  neceffity  that  exiiled,  be- 
fore  they  voluntarily  added  2  per  cent,  intereft  on  fo  great 
a  fum  as  fifteen  millions  to  the  burdens  of  the  nation.  The 
refolutions  however  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  houfe,  on  the  31ft  of  Odilober,  went  into  a  commit- 
tee again  on  the  fame  bufinefs.  They  divided  on  paihng 
the  firft  refolution  •,  ayes  208,  noes  48.  The  other  refolu- 
tions alfo  pafled. 

On  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  ifliie  of  the  nego- 
tiation for  peace,  and  to  gain  time  while  the  propofals  for  a 
^Iban  were  circulating  among  the  monied  men,  the  minifter 
•obtained  an  adjournment  of  the  two  houfes  till  the  28th  of 
November. 

The  firft  bufinefs  of  importance  which  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  houfe  after  this  fhort  adjournment,  was  the 
budget  of  the  minifter. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  the  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  IVIr.  Pitt,  after  fome 
preliminary  obfervations,  ftated  the  fupplies  necefTary  for 
the  year,  the  mode  of  their  application^  and  the  fources 
whence  they  were  to  be  drawn. 

The  firft  great  article  was  the  navy  j  for  this  the  charge 
for  1797  v.'ould  be  _  -  -  /"7,66i,ooo 

Vote  of  credit  -  .  _  3,000,000 

For  the  army  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries     10,913,000 
The  ordnance  -  -  1,623,000 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  -  -  378,000 

Denciencies  of  land  and  malt  -  350,000 

For  liquidating  the  national  debt  -  200,000 

To  ell'.ibl.'n  a  provif.on  for  any  excefs  in  the  7  _ 

article  of  navy  extraordinaries  -  S 

Thefe  fumt,  together  with  fome  other  articles  which  the 
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minifter  ftated,  made  the  whole  fupplies  of  the  year  amount 
to  -  -  -  -  ;^2  7, 647,000 

To  meet  this  large  expenditure,  he  propofed  the  follow- 
ing ways  and  means  :— 

l^oan  -  -  -  -  18,000,000 

Land  and  malt  -  -       .  2,75.0,000 

Confolidated  fund  -  _  _  1,275,000 

Surplus  of  grants  -  -  420,000 

Lottery  -  .  -  -  200,000 

Exchequer  bills  -  >  -  5,^00,000 

Total  of  ways  and  means,    ;^27,945,ooo 

Thefe  ways  and  means  made  a  furplus  of  298,0001.  be- 
yond the  eftimated  fupplies.  On  the  loan  and  exchequer 
bills,  Mr.  Pitt  faid  it  might  be  neceffary  to  obferve,  that,  on 
the  former,  the  intereft  was  no  more  than  5 1,  12s.  6d.  per 
cent,  fubjeft  to  further  reduction,  fhould  the  funds  rife,  as 
might  be  expected  in  cafe  a  peace  took  place.  As  to  exche- 
quer bills,  it  was  intended  to  ifliie  them  for  three  months 
only,  and  to  receive  them  in  payment  of  the  loan,  and  alfo 
to  make  them  bear  an  intereft  of  fomething  more  than  5  per 
cent,  in  order  to  get  a  proper  divifional  fra£lion  of  fo  much 
per  day. 

The  excefs  of  the  navy  debt  for  which  intereft  was  to  be 
provided,  was  8,250,000!.  from  which  four  millions,  for 
which  provifion  was  made  laft  year,  were  to  be  deducted. 
There  was  alfo  a  charge  of  140,000!.  which  had  arifen  from 
the  withdrawing  of  the  collateral  fucceffion,  and  to  make 
good  which,  the  national  faith  was  pledged.  For  thefe  fer 
vera!  fums  the  intereft  would  amount  to  2,222,000!.  but  as 
the  Eaft  India  company  had  engaged  to  pay  112,000  till  the 
expiration  of  their  charter,  the  intereft  to  be  provided  for 
was  thereby  reduced  to  2,1  io,oool. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  then  entered  upon  the 
painful  duty  of  enumerating  the  particular  means  by  whicli 
this  heavy  burden  might  be  borne.  For  this  purpofe  he  pro- 
pofed to  raiie  the  fum  of  2,132,000!.  by  the  following  new 
taxes  : 
Tea,  10  per  cent,  on  the  prefent  amount  of  fales  ;^240,ooo 
Coffee  -  -  -  30,000 

Audlions  -  -  -  40,000 

Bricks  -  -  -  -  36,000 

R  r  4  Brandy, 


J 


,ooq 
ooo 


584  RcvUiv  of  Public  Affair^ 

Brandy,  rum,,  and  EngUfli  fpirits  -  210,000^ 

Scotch  Hills  -  -  -  300,000 

Articles  of  cuftoms,  including  fugar  at  2s.  6d.  > 

per  cwt.  pepper,  oil,  bar  iron,  &c.  j"  4<^^> 

Aflcffcd  taxes               -               -               -  290,1 

Stamp  duty                    -                -               -  30,000 

Duty  ori  letters,  flage  coaches,  and  parcels  370^000 

Inland  navigjvtion                -            -            .  ^     120,000 

Amount  of  the  newdutic§    ^2,132,000 
The  funi  wanted  is        -  2,110,000 

Surplus  remaining  -  ^"22,000 

-     ■  '-m—\ — ■ 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  next  adverted  to  the 
fum  of  x,20o^oool.  which  had  been  fent  to  the  emperor:  he 
openly  avowed  that  this  money  had  been  fent  without  tak- 
ing the  cuftomary  advice  of  parliament.  He  was  convinced 
he  faid,  of  the  efficacy  this  aid  afforded,  and  that  to  have 
refufed  it  at  that  period,  would  have  been  to  have  loft  all 
the  advantages  arifmg  from  the  co-operation  of  that  valiant 
faithful,  and  perfevering  ally.  He  meant  therefore  to  con- 
tinuii  that  afiiftance  ■,  for,  with  a  view  of  making  further 
advances  to  that  ally,  he  had  propofed  three  millions  as  a 
vote  of  credit.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  moving  his  firft  re- 
folution. 

Mr.  Grey  rofe,  and  faid  that  he  was  forry  that  the  houfe 
fhould  be  impofsd  upon  by  the  falfe  and  deceitful  ftate- 
ments  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Among  them, 
was  tlie  amount  of  the  exports,  of  vfhich  coiFee  made  a 
iBfth.  Six  millions  were  fet  down  as  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cle exported,  while  the  quantity  imported  was  only  two  or 
three.  He  then  proved  the  inaccuracy  of  J\Ir,  Pitt's  calcu- 
lations, by  fhowing  that  the  expenfcs  always  exceeded  the 
eitimates,— -adverted  to  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue,— and 
concluded  by  faying,  that  the  papers  on  the  table  gave 
notice  of  the  approach  of  this  country  to  ruin,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fymptoms  of  profperity  urged  by  the  mi= 
rafter. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  between  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Fox  faid  that  he  could  not  permit  fuch  de- 
luuve  ftatementsto  pafs  without  obfervation.  It  was  idle  for 
£nglifljmcn  to  boall  of  a  free  conltitution.  The  prefent  fyftem. 

virtually 
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virtually  included  the  abolition  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  the  creation  of  a  dictator,  who,  during  the  war,  was  to 
levy  and  fpend  money  at  his  difcretion.  iVlr.  Fox  adverted  to 
the  fums  fent  to  the  eniperor  without  confent  of  parliament- 
If  this  be  the  lyftem,  laid  he,  the  conllitution  is  not  worth 
fighting  for.     In  the  prefent  inftance,  parliament  has  nei- 
ther known  the  expenfe,  nor  been  confulted  concerning  the 
principle  -,   and  the  minifter  deferves  to  be  impeached  for 
difpofing  of  the  public  money,  without  authority  from  the 
legal  guardians  of  the  public  purfe.     He  has  aggravated  his 
offence  by  omitting  to  difclofe  it  on  the  firll  day  of  the 
feflionsj  and  by  with-hoiding   the  army  extraordinaries  tili 
the  day  before  the  budget.      Mr.  Fox  then  pointed  out  the 
uniform  errors  of  the  minifler  in  calculating  the  force  and 
finances  of  France,  and  lamented  that  the  everlafting  mif- 
takes  of  one  man  Ihould  coft  the  country   150  millions  of 
^oney,  and  rivers  of  blood.    By  the  operations  of  this  day, 
Mr.  Fox  added,  the   national  debt  would  be  increafed  to 
400  millions  ;  he  concluded  by  obferving,  that  thefe  topics 
ihould  be  difcuffed  more  at  large  on  a  future  occafion. 

The  refolutions  moved  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer were  then  put  and  carried,  and  the  report  ordered  to 
be  received  next  day. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  ways  and  means,  and  moved  that  she  refolu- 
tions be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  faid  that  what  he  meant  to  advert  to 
ppon  this  occafion,  was  the  degraded  fituation  of  the  houfe 
with  refpeft  to  the  executive  power-  A  fervant  of  the  crown» 
in  contempt  of  law,  had  fent  1,200  ooOi.  to  Germany  ; 
and  till  the  houfe  had  folem.nly  pronounced  on  the  minif- 
ter's  conduft,  he  ihould  deem  hunfeif  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try if  he  agreed  to  vote  either  ?.  man  or  a  fiiiliirg.  In  the 
cafe  in  queftion,  minifters  had  been  guilty  cf  a  dire6l 
breach  of  the  cpnftiiution.  They  had  aifpofcd  of  the  mo- 
ney, not  only  without  convening  the  parliament,  but  without 
confulting  it  while  aftual  y  fitting.  Payments  had  been 
jnade  folate  as  November  1-96:  and  ail  this  had  been  done, 
•as  if  to  {ho\y  that  the  power  refidt-d  in  the  fervants  of  the 
crown. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved  another  circumftance  aot  lefs  fingular, 
namely,  that  the  houfe  had  yelterday  been  at.quainted  for  the 
firft  time  with  the  Spanifli  war,  although  it  had  been  pub- 
licly intimated  by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  though  no- 
tice of  granting  letters  of  marque  had  appeared  in  the  ga- 
zette, and  though  the  newfpapers  were  full  of  reports  to 
that  effeft. 
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Mr.  Fox  concluded  with  obferving,  that  he  fliould  oppofc 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  rclbJutions,  and,  if  fupported, 
■would  pledge  himfelf  to  bring  forward  a  motion  .ch^iging 
the  miniiler  with  *  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor.' 

The  condu(fl  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  fend- 
ing money  to  the  emperor  was  defended  by  fcveral  mem- 
bers of  adminitlration,  and  as  (Irenuoully  oppofed  by  tlie 
other  fide  of  the  houfe-  A  divifion  then  took  place  j  for 
the  refolution  i64»  againft  it  58. 

On  December  the  12th,  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  brought 
<!own  a  mefl'age  from  his  majefty  to  the  commons,  purport- 
ing, "  that  all  the  endeavours  of  his  majefty  to  preferve 
peace  with  Spain  had  been  rendered  ineffe<£lual  by  an 
Abrupt  and  unprovoked  declaration  of  war  by  the  catholic 
king."  ■  . 

Mr.  Dundas,  by  Ills  majefly's  command,  on  the  13th  of 
Decemhfer,  laid  before  the  houfe  the  Spanifli  declaration  of 
war,  and  an  anfwer  to  the  allegations  it  contained.  Upon 
lliis,  an  addrefs  to  his  majefly  was  moved  for  and  carried. 

Mr.  Fox,  on  the  14th  of  December,  rofe  to  make  his  pro- 
iniied  motion  relative  to  the  money  fent  to  the  emperor. 
He  had  no  hefitation  in  faying  that  the  conllitution  had 
been  grofsly  violated ;  nor  fliould  he  have  any  difficultv  in 
proving  that  the  benefits  arifmg  from  a  form  of  government 
•which  gives  the  ii>anagement  of  the  public  purfe  to  parlia- 
ment,, are  greater  than  thofe  experienced  under  defpotic 
authority  This  general  principle  might  afford  inftances  of 
inconvenience  to  the  executive  power  ;  and  it  muil  be  ad- 
mitted alfo,  that  in  an  eftimate  it  was  impoflible  to  forefee 
all  pollible  expenfes.  To  make  good  any  deficiencies,  a 
vote  of  credit  was  granted  to  the  miniiler ;  but  in  no  cafe 
■was  he  permitted  to  appropriate  money  to  particular  pur- 
pofes  without  the  confent  of  parliament.  Mr.  Fox  fup- 
ported his  polition  by  producing  feveral  citations  from  the 
**•  Precedents  of  Proceedings  in  Parliament  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons."  He  faid,  if  parliament  con- 
fented  to  fanclion  fuch  proceedings,  their  privileges  would 
become  a  ridiculous  mockery.  1  he  prefent  attack  or> 
them  he  confidered  as  more  dangerous  tlian  any  ever 
made  before  j  and  If  it  (hould  be  approved  of  by  the 
vote  of  that  night,  he  declared  that  we  fhould  have  no 
conftltuiiou  at  all.  Never  did  the  crown  exercife  its  au- 
thority againft  the  rights  of  the  people  more  effetlually 
than  clu'.ing  the  laft  two  years.  It  had  created  new  crimes 
and  new  treafons,  abridged  the  liberty  of  the  fubje£l,  and 
iiilUtuted.a  military  power  at  whicli  our  ance.llors  would 
have  Ihuddered.     if,  in  addition  to  this>  the  mipifter  were 
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empowered  to  difpofe  of  the  public  money  without  the  con- 
fent  of  parliament,  where  was  the  fmalleil  fafeguard  for  the 
conftitution  ?  It  remained  for  the  houfe  to  declare  their 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  prefent  cafe.  What  tliat  would 
be,  he  knew  not ;  but  he  would  repeat  aerain,  that  if  the 
minifier's  condudl:  was  pafled  over,  the  conilitution  ivas 
left. 

Mr.  Fox  then  made  his  motion  to  the  following  effecl: : 
**  That  his  majelly's  minifters,  having  auihorifed  and  ui- 
redled,  at  different  times,  without  the  confent,  and  during 
the  fittinof  of  parliament,  the  iiTue  of  various  fums  of  mo- 
ney for  the  fervice  of  his  imperial  majclty,  and  alfo  for  the 
fervice  of  the  army  under  the  prince  of  Conde,  have  atfted 
contrary  to  their  duty,  and  to  the  trull  repofed  in  them, 
and  have  thereby  violated  the  conftitutional  privileges  of 
this  houfe." 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Alderman  Combe. 

The  f  haticellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  a  fpeech  of  conlider- 
able  length,  defended  his  conduti:!:  m  the  prefent  bufinefs  ; 
contended  that  the  vote  of  credit  covered  every  expenditure 
for  every  aflignable  purpofe,  even  to  perfons  not  previoufly 
named  j  but  he  admitted  the  refponfibility  of  miniilers,  and 
acknowledged  their  culpability  in  cafe  of  their  concealing 
a  forefeen  emergency  from  parliament  when  it  could  be  di- 
vulged with  fafety.  But  he  contended,  that,  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  that  publicity  would  have  had  a  pernicious  effect: 
upon  public  credit.  Such,  he  faid,  was  the  opinion  of  pub- 
lic men  in  the  city,  and  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  Mr. 
Pitt  then  took  {belter  under  a  number  of  precedents  which 
had  occurred  fince  the  beginning  of  the  century,  and 
which,  he  contended,  were  applicable  to  the  cafes  then 
before  the  houfe. 

He  was  ilrongly  fupported  by  the  minifterial  fide  of  the 
houfe  ;  and  Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  negatived  by  a  great 
majority. 

General  Fitzpatrick,  on  the  1 6th  of  December,  made  a 
laudable  effort  to  procure  the  releafe  of  the  unfortunate 
M.  de  la  Fayette.  He  moved  in  the  commons,  "  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  reprefenting 
that  the  detention  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  and  his  fellow- fuf- 
ferers  in  the  prifon  of  the  emperor  is  injurious  to  the  cha- 
raffer  of  the  allies,  and  to  the  interefls  of  humanity  ;  and 
entreating  his  majefly  to  take  fuch  meafures  for  procuring; 
their  releafe,  as  to  his  royal  wifdom  may  feem  fit."  The 
general  afferted  in  the  courfe  of  a  pathetic  fpeech,  in  whic'.i 
he  defcribed  the  hardfliips  the  priibners  in  quellion  had  fuf- 
fcred,  t.iat  when  the  wife  of  IM.  de  la  Fayette,  with  the  for- 
titude 
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titude  of  a  Roman  macron,  had  obtained  an  audienee  of  the 
«mpcrcr,  he  gave  her  pennifiion  to  fee  lier  luifband ;  '•  bufe 
v/ith  refpetl  to  his  dehvery,  faid  he,  my  hands  are  bound." 
Of  the  emperor's  making  this  anfwer,  he  had  the  beft  evi- 
dence the  cafe  would  admit  of, — the  hand-w^riting  of  that 
lady. 

'I'he  obfervations  made  en  this  occafion  by  the  miniflerial 
ir, embers  clearly  implied  that  the  detention  of  M.  de  la 
Fayette  was  caufed  by  the  part  be- had  taken  in  the  Amcrt- 
«an  as  well  as  in  the  French  revolution'.  The  motion  waa 
therefore  negatived  by  a  great  majority. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequerj  on  the  17th  of  Decern- 
l>cr,  introduced  to  the  commons  a  meflage  from  his  majefr 
sy,  purporting  the  importance  and  advantage  to  the  caufe  of 
the  alliesj  which  would  arife  from  empowering  his  majefty 
to  continue  fuch  temporary  advances  for  the  fervice  of  the 
emperor  as  might  enable  him  to  profecute  his  military  ope- 
rations with  vi^:;our  and  effecl  at  an  early  period.  On  the 
19th  of  Deceni  :er  this  mefPage  was  taken  into  confideration, 
when  the  minifter  moved  the  addrefsv  This  introduced  a 
long  debate,  in  which  both  fides  of  the  houfe  followed 
nearly  the  fame  track  of  argument  as  before,  for  and  againf^. 
remitting  fuch  v:iil  fums  of  money  from  this  country  to 
the  emperor. 

The  addrefs  being  carried  without  a  xlivifion,  Mr.  Pitt, 
tlie  fame  day,  in  a  committee  of  fupply,  moved  "  That  a 
ium  not  exceeding  500,000 1.  ihould  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
Jefly,  to  be  remitted  from  time  to  time  to  his  imperial  ma- 
jefty j"  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  upon  the  South- 
■wark  ele£lion,  on  the  20th  of  December,  decided  upon  the 
petitioa  of  Mr.  Tierney  againft  Mr.  Thellufibn's  eligibility- 
to  become  a  repre.fentative  in  parliament  after  he  had  been 
found  guilty  of  corruption  by  a  former  committee.  By  this 
decifion,  this  great  conftitutional  point  is  eftablifhed,  "  Tha^ 
any  member  having  been  convi6led  of  treating  the  voters, 
after  the  tefte  of  the  writ,  is  ineligible.^' 

The  houfe  were  for  feveral  days  engaged  in  forwarding 
the  bills  before  them  :  and  nothing  of  importance  occurred 
till  the  26th  of  December  i  when  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas 
prefented  a  melfage  from  his  majefty,  importing  "  That  his 
majefty,  with  great  concern,  acquainted  the  commons  that 
!ai&  earneft  endeavours  to  eSect  the  reftoration  of  peace  had 
been  unhappily  fruftrated,  and  that  the  negotiation  in  which, 
he  had  been  engaged  had  been  abruptly  broken  off  by  the 
peremptory  lefufal  of  the  French  government  to  treat,  ex- 
cept uoon  a  bafis  evidently  inadmiffibles  aod  by  their  Jiav- 
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ing,  iti  confequence,  required  his  majeily's  plenipotentiary 
to  quit  Paris  within  forty-eight  hours,"  Sec. 

This  mefi'age  was  taken  into  confideration  on  the  30th  of 
December. 

Mr.  Pitt  entered  into  a  long  hiftorical  detail  of  the  rife 
a-nd  pr-ogrefs  of  the  negotiation  for  peace,,  animadverting,  as 
lie  proceeded  through  every  ftage  of  it,  upon  the  condu&t  of 
*he  French  directory.  He  troticed  their  captious  demand 
to  fign  the  credentials,  and  their  peremptory  mandate  for 
the  departure  of  lord  Malmeibury,  v/lien  ihey  ought  to  have 
renewed  the  dircufiion,  with  a  view  of  explaining  away  dif- 
cordanccs  of  opinion,  and  fofteniiig  down  extravagant  de- 
mands. Their  requifiiion  for  an  ultimatum  was,  he  fald^ 
calculated  to  preclude  all  negotiation.  He  concluded  by 
hioving  the  addrefs,  which  was  a  mere  reverberjition  of  \\it 
mefiage. 

The  oppofition  ^\.d.e  of  the  houfe  fcrongly  urged  tlie  fatal 
confeque«ces  which  might  enfue  to  this  country  by  carrying; 
Dn  the  war  until  the  emperor  had  recovered  Belgium  from. 
the  French.  Tiiey  pointed  cmt,  with  great  ability,  i\\z  mif- 
condu6t  of  his  majefty's  minifters  in  not  embracing  the  many 
favourable  opportunities  which  had  form.erly  ofreied  of 
making  an  advantageous  peace  f/ith  France,  particularly  at 
the  time  when  the  emperor  was  in  pofleflion  of  Belgium, 
and  before  he  had  loft  his  dominions  in  Italy,  and  v/hile  the 
chain  of  the  grand  alliance  was  entire,  which  v/as  now 
broken  by  the  feceffion  of  the  major  part  -of  its  members- 
They  added  that  an  urijuftifiable  interference  on  the  pan  o£ 
bis  majefty's  minifters,  in  attempting  to  eftablifli  a  form  of 
government  in  France  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  pecplcj 
had  been  th«  grand  fource  whence  all  the  paft  calamities  of 
Europe,  proceeding  from  the  war,  might  be  faid  to  flow. 

Mr.  Fox  moved  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  upon. 
W'hich  the  houfe  divided, — ayes  ^Jy  noes  21 2.  The  houiit 
then  adjourned  to  the  14th  of  February  next. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  from  the  prevailing  difcontents  in 
the  ifland  of  Corfica,  and  from  the  diminution  which. 
the  Britilh  pov/er  had  fullered  in  the  Mediterranean  by 
the  {hutting  of  almoft  all  the  Italian  port?  againft  the 
Englilh,  was  ordered  by  the  adrniniftration  to  evacuate 
CorGca.  Accordingly,  the  viceroy,  with  all  the  troops 
he  could  bring  away,  took  refuge  in  Porto-Ferrajo  iri 
the  month  of  0(£lober,  The  French  immediatelv  entered 
upon  the  ifland,  and  took  Baftia,  with  8  or  900  prifon- 
crs„  moft  of  whom  were  of  Dillon's  regiment,  conllft- 
jng  ptincipally  of  emigrants,  whom  the  Engllfli  governor 
Was  unable  to  bring  away  in  time.     The  Englifli,  how- 
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tver,  were  in  Tcnie  meafure  compcnfated  for.  this  difaf- 
'  ter  by  their  fucccfs  in  repelling  an  attack  upon  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  by  the  Dutch.  It  muft  be  within  the  recol- 
lefl:ion  of  molt  of  our  readers,  that  in  thefpring  of  this  year 
a  fleet  failed  from  Holland,  and  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the 
Englidi  cruifers  ;  a  part  of  that  fleet  arrived,  in  the  month  of 
Auguft,  near  Saldanah  bay,  with  a  defign  of  re-taking  the 
Cape.  Upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the  enemy  being  on 
the  coaft,  the  commander  of  the  Englifh  forces,  major-genc- 
iral  Craig,  made  preparations  for  repelling  them.  At  that 
time  vice-admiral  fir  George  Liphinltone  was  Itationed  in 
thofe  feas  with  a  fuperior  naval  force  ;  and,  upon  hearing  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Dutch,  he  fet  fail,  and  foon  arrived  in  Sal- 
danah bay,  and  fortunately  blocked  up  the  Batavian  fleet, 
the  admiral  of  which  was  almoil  inllantaneoufly  obliged  to 
furrender,  with  tlie  fliips  under  his  command,  confifling  of 
three  fliips  of  the  line,  and  five  inferior  velTels,  having  on 
board,  in  feamen  and  troops,  1972  men. 

By  the  account  which  the  Dutch  admiral,  Lucas,  after- 
wards tranfmitted  to  the  Batavian  convention,  of  this  difaf- 
ter,  many  of  the  men  on  board  were  much  inclined  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Orange  party,  and  were  nearly  in  a  flate  of  mu- 
tiny. 

The  Britifh  navy,  fince  our  laft  Appendix,  has  not  been 
engaged  in  any  affair  of  magnitude  :  but  particular  fhips  and 
fquadrons  have  picked  up  feveral  frigates  and  other  ihijis  be- 
jonging  to  the  French.  We  have,  on  the  contrary,  had  the 
misfortime  of  loimg  fome  men  of  war  by  difaffers  at  fea, 
viz.  the  old  ihip  Courageux,  and  the  Bombay  Caille  :  many 
of  the  crew  of  the  former  were  loft;  but  molt  of  the  men  on 
board  the  Bombay  Caftle  were  favcd. 

Notwithllanding  the  refpe£lable  itate  of  the  naval  force 
of  Great  Britain,  "  while  that  of  the  French  republic  re- 
mained ftiut  up  in  their  ports,"  admiral  Richery,  with  a 
French  fquadron  under  his  commai',d,  found  means  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  our  numerous  fleets,  and  to  pafa  unnoticed 
to  Newfoundland,  where  he  captured  feveral  vefiels,  and 
did  great  damage  to  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
Bay  of  BuUs)  and  afterwards  returned  to  Bred  in  fafety. 

IRELAND. 

The  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  opened  the  feflion  of 
parliament  on  the  ijcli  of  Oclober,  with  a  fpeech  in  terms 
exactly  corvefponding  to  that  made  by  his  majefty  to  the 
Englifh  parliament. 

The  addiefs  was  moved  by  Mr.  Wolfe,  to  which  Mr. 
Grattan,  in  an   elegant  fpeech,  propofed  an  amendment, 

the 
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the  purport  of  which  was  to  efFi."£t  the  complete  conceiTioii 
of  the  conilitutional  privileges -to  the  Roman  Catholics: 
but  this  amendment  was  ilrongly  oppofed  by  the  minifltrial 
fide  of  the  houfe  j  and,  the  -original  addrefs  was  carried  by 
149  againll  12. 

The  attorney-general  a  few  days  afterwards  brought  in 
a  bill  relative  to  perfons  charged  with  high  treafon,  and  iot 
lufpending  the  habeas  corpus  a6l  in  Ireland,  which  was 
moft  ably  oppofed  by  Mr.  Grattan ;  but,  notwithfbmding 
the  efforts  of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends,  the  bill  in 
quefllon  was  hurried  through  the  houfe  in  a  hngle  night, 
and  pafled. 

About  the  end  of  the  year,  this  kingdom  was  tbrown 
into  a  (late  of  alarm.  A  connderable  armament  had  been 
preparing  for  fome  time  at  Breil ;  and  on  the  26th  of 
December  about  (t\cn  fail  of  French  fhips,  fome  of  them 
fliips  of  the  line,  made  their  appearance  in  BantryBay.  Tht^y 
did  not  however  attempt  a  landing,  prevented,  as  is  fuppofed, 
by  the  tempefluous  weather.  By  accident,  a  lieutenant  and 
a  few  other  men  were  driven  on  fhore  in  a  boat,  and  made 
prifoners.  The  lieutenant  was  brought  to  Dublin  for  exa- 
mination, and  from  thence  to  London  for  the  fame  purpofe- 
By  what  could  he  collefted  from  this  gentleman,  and  from. 
other  fources,  it  appeared  that  the  Breft  armament  had 
beed  reallv  intended  for  the  invafion  of  Ireland  ;  that  the 
fleet  ccmfilled  of  17  fail  of  the  line,  with  upwards  of  30  fri- 
gates and  tranfports,  in  three  divifions,  commanded  by  ad- 
miral De  Galles  -,  and  that  they  had  troops  on  board  to  the 
number  of,  from  20,000  to  25^000  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  lioche.  A  more  rafli  and  ill-concerted 
enterprife  was  perhaps  never  attempted.  Had  they  effe£ted 
a  landing,  they  would  have  found  not  fewer  than  2O0,0::?o 
men  in  arms  to  oppofe  them,  in  a  country  of  which  they  were 
neceflTarily  ignorant.  In  this  Hate  they  muft  liave  immediate- 
ly furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  while  their  fliips  mull  have 
inevitably  been  blocked  up  and  captured  by  a  fuperior 
fleet.  This  cataftrophe  was,  however,  prevented  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  elements;  and,  before  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber, even  the  few  Ihips  that  appeared  in  the  bay  were 
forced  out  to  fea  by  the  violence  of  the  florm.  A  few  days 
afterwards  intelligence  arrived  from  Ireland,  that  feveral 
large  French  fliips  were  (ten  ofF  the  Shannon,  but  foon  dii- 
appeared. 

Captain  Lumfdalne,  of  his  majefly's  flilp  Polyphemus, 
captured,  and  brought  into  the  Cove  of  Cork,  the  French 
frigate  La  Fortune,  of  44  guns.    The  reft  of  the  French. 

fleet. 


59*  Keview  of  Puhl'ic  Affairs. 

fieet,  except  two  74  gun  fhlps  which  ran  on  fhore  neat 
Breft,  have  fince  returned  in  fifety  to  the  ports  of  Breft 
and  Rochelle. 

RUSSIA. 

An  evtnt  has  lately  happened  to  the  Ruffian  empire^ 
■Which  may  probably  be  produ6lIve  of  confiderabie  political 
changes  in  its  extcnfive  territories,  if  not  in  the  general 
fyftem  of  Europe.  Her  imperial  majeily  Catharine  II.  died 
on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  November^  and  the  grand 
duke  Paul  I^etrowitfch  immediately  fucceeded  to  the  throne. 

Of  the  late  emprefs  the  bed  panegyric  would  be  filence  ; 
but  as  we  (land  in  the  fituation  of  periodical  hiftorians,  our 
readers  will  perhaps  riot  be  perfectly  fatisfied  without  a 
Ihort  chara£ter  of  one  who  has  a£led  fo  diilinguifhed  a  part 
on  the  political  theatre.  No  man  has  ever  denied  that  (he 
was  poflefled  of  talents  :  yet  it  will  perhaps  be  found,  thati. 
like  thofe  of  the  German  women  in  general,  hers  partook 
more  of  the  principle  of  cunning  than  of  wifdom ;  or  at 
leall  it  muft  be  allowed  that  flie  facrificed  to  her  ambition 
and  vanity  the  real  interefts  of  the  ftate.  It  was  not  an 
aceflion  of  territory  that  RuiTia  wanted  ;  it  was  population, 
induflry,  and  the  arts  of  civilifed  life,  all  of  which  it  iS 
the  direct  confequence  of  the  military  fyftem  to  retard. 
Confidercd  as  an  individual,  there  wis  fcarcely  any  human 
vice  from  which  this  female  monfter  was  exempt.  She 
commenced  her  reign  by  an  adl  which  wonld  have  con- 
demned any  perfon  in  a  lefs  eminent  ftatlon  to  the  mod 
ignominious  death  ;  and  yet  whoever  contemplates  the  de- 
teftable  robbery  committed  on  a  neighbouring  ftate,  whofe 
only  crime  was  its  inability  to  refill  opprefiion, — arid  who- 
ever recolle£ls  the  horrid  maflacres  of  Ifmail  and  Warfaw^ 
and  the  mingled  hypocrify  and  blafphemy  of  confecrating 
thefe  actions  in  a  religious  fervice, — will  be  difpofed  to  re- 
gard her  firft  tran^reffion  as  the  leaft  of  her  crimes. 

Various  conjectures  have  been  entertained  refpedling  the 
line  of  political  condudl  which  the  new  emperor  is  likely  to 
purfue.  On  fuch  a  topic^  as  on  moft  others,  a  fingle  fa£l  is 
perhaps  worth  a  Volume  of  difquifition — He  has  releafed 
from  prlfon  the  gallant  Kofciulko,  and  hasreftored  to  their 
irountry  the  banilhed  patriots  of  Poland.  The  man  who 
commences  his  career  with  fo  noble  and  fo  liberal  afn  a<fl> 
cannot  be  in  heart  and  inclination  a  defpot. 
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